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Readers
of

Parsiana

and all Zoroastrians staying away or
abroad wishing to offer

MACHI

to the Atashbehram or Agiari (ol their|g
choice) in Bombay will pleass place their |8

arders with

Warden’s Mysore (Pvt) Ltd.

178, GRANT ROAD, BOMBAY T,

Our reputation is the guaraniee of your
wish carried out religionsly.

Machi value Rs, 11, 15, 21 onwards
plus Rs. 2/- for offering in Agiari

or
Rs. 3/. for offering in Atashbehram
&% per our custom

THE HYMNS OF ATHRAVAN
LARATHUSHTRA

by
Jatindra Mohan Chatterji, M.A.

Available : Parsi Zoroastrian
Association, 1 Saklat quuc.
Calcutta, 13 or ‘fmm Parsiana
office, Bombay. price Rs. 23/~

It is a monumental work of a
thousand pages by an already
famous author of The El.]}w:ql
Conceptions of the Gatha, Prisni-
Gatha, Gathas, Ramchandra and
Zarathushtra, ¢te.

= A work of Ilabour and
dedication.

A conjoint study of Avasla,
Sanskrit, Sufism. Every word
explained in detail, every idea
clarified.

A “Magnum-Opus”  (Dr
Radhakrishnan).

A “Great work”
{Mahamahopadhyava

Dr. Gopinath  Kaviraj,
sreatest living auothorily on
religions).
Recommended to every Parsi home
by Kakasaheb Kalelkar.

150 pages of introduction — a
treat to read — an  education
itself.

Parssana office sells this work on
no profit basis.

It is our pleasure to offer you
[reasure.
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The dust kicked up by the Parsi General Hospital CONtroversy
has already settled. The fact that a blistering attack was made against
the Honorary Secretary proved that he faced 2 broad spectrum of
dissatisfaction. This dissatisfaction lay like a pall of gloom over the
community, for months. Has it forgotten it now ? Is its memory so
short-lived ?

Sufficient time has elapsed, but sensible suggestions put for-
ward by enlightened members of the community have not yet been
implemented, and the Hospital administration continues to be in the

doldrums. The medical and kitchen departments have not yet been
bifurcated,

These above issues pale into insignificance, when one takes a
good look at the behaviour of the top Management. The treatment
of patients is callous and the attitude towards their relatives is
brusque. Several instances of down-right rudeness have been reported.
People have shouted about this from the roof-tops, much ink has
been wasted, but little has been done. The Management is obviously

whistling in the dark, if they think that matters shall improve without
drastic changes.

The truth has been staring us all in the face — we have looked
at it, then turned away. If there was something rotten in the state of

Denmark, there is certainly something equally rotten in the Parsi
General Hospital.



KHORDEH AVESTA

(IN ROMAN SCRIPT)

To meet the pressing meed of those
Zoroasirians who are unable o read
Gujarith, for offering daily prayers, we
have, tanscribed jotp, Roman Senipt our
Khordeh Avesta.

CONTENTS:

Publishers’ explanat note, Gaid-
ance for pronunciation, for gecitiag
prayers, Ashiem Vobua, Yatha Ahu Vai-

. Kem. Na Mazda, Ahuramazds Kho-
35. Jasame Avanghe Mazda, Niran-gi
Gaomes. The Five Gahs, Samnsh Baj,
Hushbam, Havan Gah, Rapithwin Gah,
Uszirin Gah, Aiwisruthrem Gah, Ushahin
Gah, Khorshed Nyaish, Meher Nyaish,
Vispa Humata, Nam Stayishn, Nemaz-i-
Chehar Nima, Mah Bakhtar Nyvaish,
Ardvi; Sur Nayaish, Atash Nyaish, Hor-
mard Yasht, Ardibabest Yashi, Srcsh
Yasht Hadokht, Srosh ¥ash Vadi, Beh-
ram Yasht, Hom Yasht, Vanant Yashi,
Namaskar's ‘of Cherag, Mukiad, Dakh-

T i, MNames of Thirty Days,
Fames of Twelve Months, Names of Five
Gathas, details of Six Ghambars, Twelve
ashams,  Seven- Hamkars, Recital 'of
atha and Ashem, Patet Pashemani,
Patet Ravan-ni., Satom Karda, 101
Wames af Ahuramazda.

Price Rs. Six (Postage Re. 1/-)
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100 ml,

| ‘THARSA’

Tharza b-T5 years old preparation
useli! for Cramps, Paln in jaints
and Bones. Swelling of Jolnit,
Lol Meck, Backache, Bodyache
due to. Cold, Sprains and Straing
of Muscles and Tendons.

THARSA MANUFAGTURING CO.

Sole Selliag Agents:
B. A. & BROTHERS: (BOMBAY) PVT. LTD.
98, PRINCESS STREET. BOMBAY 1.

B. A. & BROTHERS {EAE'I'ERH_:I PYT. LTD.
&, Cliwe Bow, CALCUTTA  Statlen Bogd, PATHA
Panbamur, GAUHATY, A55aM
Baxi Barar, CUTTACK, ORIZZA

e e e e T

Jehangir B. Karani's Sons

12-B. Sir P. M. Road, Bombay-1.
Tele: 261289 Ested, 1883

Karani's All Khordeh Avestas

are available at Warden's (Mysore)
Pvt, Ltd,

Sandalwood Shops

“Zoroastrian Credo”

A Book for every home by Gool lIL_ 5.
Shavaksha, A very simple transiation
in English of the Gathas. Daily Prayers
and the Life of Zoroaster with simple
essay explaining our religion to the
children. Rs. 5/- Available at N. M.

- Tripathi and from the Author, 43 New

Marine Lines, Bombay—1.

Our Legal Luminaries
Ri. Honourable Sir Dinshaw F. Mulla

by

P. B. VACHHA, M.A, LLB.

S5ir Dinshaw Muila had, in a sense, a
remakably varied and distineuished legal
career. Alter taking M.A. and L.L.B. of
the Bombay University, he becamea
solicitor, and founded a very well-known
firm of solicitors in  Bombay, which is
still going strong. Mulla, though a solici-
tor, was by tlemperament exceedingly
studipus and hard-working; and side by
side with his profession. he made a sys-
tematic study of Indian law. This close
and careful study of lawenabled him,
in the course of succeeding vears, to
publish a number of notes and commen-
taries on almost all branches of Indian
law. These legal treatises brought him
into prominence; and in course of time
made him famous. He had a rare talent
for writing  legal text-books, which for
their legal lucidity and accuracy became
not only popular but even authoritative
all over India.

Mulla’s code of civil procedure, Hindu
Law and Mahommedan Law, as also
his Insolvency Law, became legal classics:
and achieved the rare distinction of
being ciled as authorities ¢ven in  the
author’s lifetime. His commentary on the
code of civil procedure of 1898 first drew
the notice of Sir Lawrence Jenkins. At
Jenkin's suggestion, Mulla relinguished
his business as solicitor and was enrolled
as an advocate (0.5.) in 1909,

Mulla was unquestionably the most
learned lawyer of his time; but he lacked
the quickness, agility and resourcefulness
of mind demanded of an advocate for
successful practice on the original side.
Both by talent and temperament, he was
fitter for the judicial than the forensic
role; and when in 1922, he was appointed
Additional Judge of the High Court, he
found his natural element. He made a

very sound and painstaking judge — in
the opinion of Jinnah the best of his time.
MNevertheless, after a couple of vears, he
resigned, and reverted to the Bar, where
in spite of his limitatons as an advocate,
he was much in demand on account of
his experience and immense knowledge of
law. He acted as Advocate-General more
than once. He was also appointed acting
Law Member of the Viceroy's Council.
He was invited to give the Tagore Law
Lectures on the Law of Insolvency in
India, which were subsequently published
in the form of a book. The University of
Bombay conferred the degree of L.L.D.
upon him, His career culminated in his
appointment as a member of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council in 1930,
But his health did not permit him to con-
tinue long in England. He reslilg;ned and
returned to India in 1934, passed
away suddenly at Mahabaleshwar on 2Tth
April 1934,

In the meanwhile, as early as 1905, as
stated above, his very learned and lucid
Commentary on the Civil Procedure Code
had marked him oul as a competent
writer on law. When Sir Fredrick Pol-
lock was asked to write a commentary
on the Indian contract Act, he consented
to do so enly on condition that he should
be assisted in the work of collating Indian
cases by a qualified and competent person
in Indian jurisprudence. The choice
fell on Mulla, who acquitted himself of
the task entrusted to him to the complete
satisfaction of Pollock. In the result, he
was associated with Sir Fredrick — then
one of the most eminent legal writers — in
all the future editions of the Contract Act.
“Pollock and Mulla on Contract” also
like Mulla’s other books, became an
authority all over India.

5



~-\--_

Mahatma Gandhit and the Role of the
Parsees in the Struggle for Freedom

by

VMY P

In his celebrated treatise on SATYA-
GRAHA IN SOUTH AFRICA, Gandhi-
11 wriles -—

“There are not more than a hundred
thousand Parsees in the world today
and this alone speaks volumes for their
fugh character that such a small com-
munity has so long preserved its pres-
tige. clung to its religion and proved
itsell second 1o none in the world in
point of charity.”

The sceptics in the community need to
lake a lesson from these remarks. for in-
deed. the history of the Parsees in India
demonsirates that we have preserved our
prestige, flourished and prospered hecause
we have clung to our religion, preserved
our culture and nurtured our glorious
heritage,

While the previous articles in this series
contained compliments and panegyrics
showered by Gandhij: on the Parsee com-
mumnity and its leaders, it would be inter-
esting to recall that on atleast one occa-
sion, these compliments were reciprocated
with abuses and insults for which our
language s sometimes notorious —The
occasion is not difficult to guess.
_J-was.the attempted introduction of
prohibition; that first developed the

__schism between the new Congress Govern-

6
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ment and the Parsee community. Since
the Parsees controlled verv substantially
the liguor trade of the cily and practi-
cally monopolised the country liquor bus-
iness in the villages of Gujarat, the
measure was bound to create a public out-
cry, particularly since any scheme which
did not provide for the rehabilitation of
the poor Parsees emploved, would cause
chronic unemployment.

Consequently, a deputation of leading
Parsees comprising Sir  Homi  Mody,
Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, Mr. Mancherji
Kharegat and Mr. A. D. Shroff waited
on Gandhiji. Many others thought that
they could protest more eflectively by
directly addressing long letters to Gandhi-
ji and it was thought that the stronger the
fanguage employed, the more effective
would be the protest. Gandhiji  was
flooded with piles of letters from the Par-
sees of Bombay, some appealing, some
argumentative and some downright abo-
sive. Acknowledging these letters Gandhiji
wrote in the Harijan dated 30th May
1939,

“Parsee friends continue to favour me
with letters some of which do not err
on the side of politeness. Some are aff-
ectionate and some are simple .........
but the language used in some of the

0

others is not even translatable. Vul- from this, they would have to sell the
garity is too mild a term for characteri- furniture and the shop itself. Addre-
sing these writings. Omne writer uses ssing the deputation, Gandhiji said \—

language of violence. These writings
before me are a far sample of civil
liberty,”

Replyving these letters Gandhip writes :
“Surprisingly, it is a Parsee Minister lo
whose lot has fallen the privilege of
introducing prohibition. Dr. Gilders' is
a job which brings him: no money and
the loss of a princely medical practice.
Another equally distinguished Physi-
cian is the Sheriff of Bombav. A third
lcarned Parsee is the Vice Chancellor
of the Bombay University and a fourth,
a businessman who is a Mayor of Bom-
bay. 1 do not know whather there has
ever been such a happy blending before
in the history of Bombay.™

To the arguments against prohibition,
Gandhiji replied :

“Every legitimate ground of complaint
has been removed bv Dr. Gilder. ™o
Parsee whose health requires the use of
spiritual bquors will bz deprived of
them. If the Parses religious rites really
demand the use of the fery liquid it
shali be supplied.”

On 3rd June 1939, a deputation of
Parsee dealers in toddy and country
liguor waited on Gandhiji with a repre-
sentation that sevéral thousand of Parsee
families would be thrown out of employ-
ment and would be reduced to poverty
and even bankrupicy, as liquor worth
more than Rs. 50 lacs would have to be
disposed off before st August 1939, Apart

“I realise that many poor Parses dealers
will be hard hit by the deprivation of
their means of livelihood......For this,
it will be necessary to devise legitimate
methods for rehabilitating them. It will
be necessary for the heads of the Parsee
Punchayat to confer with the Ministers
and to think out a plan whereby prohi-
bition in Bombay can be inaugurated
with the least possible hardship.”

The measures of rehabilitation were
wholly inadequate and insufficient to com-
pensate for the loss for employment. Con-
sequently, a mass protest was planned by
the Parsees, but was abandoned at the
last momenl, On hearing this news,
Gandhiji wrote in Harijan of Sth April
April 1939,

“The whaole of India knows the intimate
association that subsists between the
Parsees and myself, and it hurts me lo
think that this race of the greatest phil-
antrophists in the world should allay
itsellf with a campaign against the curse
of alcohol...l hope, therefore, that the
noble element of which there is so much
amongst the Parsees, will assert itself
and help the glorious movement which
promises to deliver the Ilabouring
population from a curse which is des-
troying their body and soul.”

The measore was imposed with full
rigour in August in 1939 and commenting
on the restraint shown by the Parsees,
Gandhiji wrote in Harijan on 12th
August 1939 :—



“The great Parsee Community deserves
many congratulations for the restraini
it observed in spite of bitter opposition
to the measure. Evidently, wiser coun-
sel prevailed and no hostile demonstra-
tions appear to have beenstaged by
them. My hopes that Parsee philanthro-
py will get a better of the opposition
appear to have been justified. Surely,
the Parsees should be proud, as all India
i5 proud, that they produced in Dr.
Gilder a man who has stood firm as a
rock in the midst of the hercest oppo-
gition including threats of boycott and
worse.”’

The measure was short-lived, for in a
few months, the Congress Ministry resig-
ned and Prohibition was abrogated.

INFLUNCE OF ZORODASTRIANISM

Our readers would perhaps learn with
interest that Zoroasirian literature, and
the Zend Avesta in particular, had a great
fascination for Gandhiji. His father, a
student of comparative religions, had a few
Parsee friends who came to discuss the
many common links between the Avests
and the Sanskrit scriptures. Young Gin-
dhi was invariably present at his father’s
side, In South Africa, at a voune age he
read, “the sayings of Zarathustra™, a
book ‘which spurred him to go
deeper into the study of Zoroastrian theo-
wogy. In India, while zeal for study was
present, public affairs preveated him from
a more studious pursuit of comparative
religions. In the leisure he secured when
mprisoned in the Yeravda jail in 1923,
he read Moulton's “Early ZOROASTRI-
AMISM™  and Dadachanji’'s “ZEND
AVESTA".

Once, whén a question arose, whethe:
religion did mot enjoin men to accept
his destiny and submit to the forces of his
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fate rather than stand up to it, Gandhiji re-
futed such a negative approach to life
and observed that a true Zoroastrian pled-
ged himsell to fight evil every moment
and praved every day for strength to
crush the forces of satan :—

“The Zend Avesta itself represenls a

nerpetual duel between Hormuzd and

Ahireman between whom there can be

ne compromise.” (Young India, 4th

August 19200,

Forty years later, speaking at the Inter
Asian Relations Conference on 2nd April
1947, Gandhiji said that the West should
be grateful to Asia for its great spiritual
heritage, and it was in Asia thal pro-
phets and wise men thrived and revealed
their wisdom. Concluding, he said :—

“The first of these wise men was Zara-

thustra. He belonged to the East. He

came [rom the East and he preached
to the East. He was then lollowed by

Budha.”

Hardly one vear belore this, Gandhiji,
sddressing the Asian Conferences in Delhi
m May 1946, said :—

“All religions enjoin the worship of one

God who is all-pervasive. Tt is sland-

erous’ to call  the Parsess,. ‘Fire

Wershippers or Sun Weorshippers,” The

Parsee hymns correspond to the Gayalri

of the Hindus. It is nothing butl the pure

unalloyed worship of God himself.”

'ri these lines we find the echo of Fir-
doushi’s famous words :

“MaGoovi Keh Aantash Parastasn

Boodend Parashtandeyi Paak Yazdaan

Boodend.”

iBelive not ve that they

the Parsees just worshipped Fire

Proclaim ve rather that through Fire

They worshipped the God eternall.
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Rahnumae Mazdayasnan S$abha

BAHADUR RUTTONSHAW ELOCUTION COMPETITION — 1969

Under the auspices of the above Sabha,
an ELOCUTION COMPETITION will
be held at the K. R. Cama Oriental Insti-
tute, Apollo Street, Bombay, on THURS-
DAY, 16 JANUARY, 199, in mémory
of the Late Mr. Bahadur Rustom Rutton-
shaw The Rules of the Competition are
as under :—

SECTION I For School-going Parsi
Boys and Girls

SECTION 11 For Parsi Boys and Girls
studying at a College or similar Institu-
tion.

SECTION Il For Parsi Ladies and
Gents not classified in Sections 1 and
Il above.

The participants will speak for 8 to 10
minutes, as will be specified later, on any
one of the following subjects, either in
English or Gujarati :—

I. Are the views of our youth in conflict

with the views of the elders of our

Community 7

Is it true that our Parsi Youth is be-

coming increasingly indifferent to

religious matters 7

3. Is Religion in conflict with Science ?

4, What do we expect of our youth to
promote the future Progress and Pros-
perity of our Parsi Community ?

5. What qualities are needed for soccess
in Life?

3
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6. The books 1 love to read.
For each Section. there will be TWO

PRIZES

Ist. Prize: Rs 21/- in cash and books
2nd. Prize: Rs. 15/- in cash and books

Besides the above prizes, each partici-
pant will be given a token prize.

The participant who secures the highest
number of marks will have his or her
name engraved on the Shield donated in
memory of the Late Mr. Bahadur Rutton-
shaw.

Those desirous of participating in this
Competition are requested to furnish all
details: Full Name, Address, Age
School or College where studying, subject
chosen etc. to Hon. Secretary, Rahnumae
Sabha. so as to reach his Office at the
K. R, Cama Oriental Institute, 136, Apollo
Street, Bombay-1, on or before Tuesday,
7th. JANUARY 1969 with a Declaration
that the participant agrees to abide by all
the rules of the Competition.

The decision of the Judges will be final
and no discussion o1 correspondence in
the matter will be entertained.

J. M. Ranina,
N. D. Minocheherhomji
Jt. Hon. Secretaries.

PARSEE CALENDARS

by

LRV

(Copyright reserved by the author)

The Parsees start their calendar from
the accession of their last Emperor, Yez-
dezard 111, who belonged to the Sassanian
dynasty, to the throne of Iran. History
records that that happy event occurred on
the 16th of June 632 A.D. The Parsee
calendar 1is, therefore, called the *Yezde-
zardi’ calendar, and their vear 1s prefixed
with the letters *Y.Z." to denote the same.
In ancient Iran the day changed at sunset,
and not at sunrise as in the present Parsee
Calendar which lollows the later Iranian
belief. The Mew Year, therefore. comen-
ced at sunset on the last day of the pre-
vipus year, and the night on which people
used Lo break in the New Year was called
‘Mavrorze-ni-Raat,” meaning the night with
which the MNew Year started. In course of
time. however, the entire day preceding the
Mew Year Day has come to be loosely
called “Navroze', and the New Year Day
itsell was given the new appellation of
‘Pateti’. The latter word has its derivation
from the word “Patet’ which means repen-
tance, because an ‘audit’ of the past year
is mecessary before one can make pious
resolutions for the coming year. As the
Iraman calendar did not take into account
the small Iraction of 5 hours 45 minutes
and 46 seconds over the 365 davs that go
to make up a solar vear, a practice grew
up in Iran of adding an extra month every
120} vears in order to make up the deficit.
The Parsees migrated to India between
716 and 765 A. D. One hundred and

twenty vears after migrating to India, the
Parsees added an extra month to their
calendar, but that extra month has never
been added by Parsees in India since
then, with the result that our calendar is
now obviously inaccurate by several
months. In view of the difficulties conse-
quent on the Mohommedan invasion of
Iran and the oppression and hardships to
which the followers of Zarathushira who
remained in Iran were subjected by their
conquerors, the Iranians somehow failed
to add the extra month on a single occa-
sion after the fall of their empire in 641
A. D. Nearly 200 years back from to-day,
an Iranian priest named Jamasp Pesholan
Velati came from Iran to India, which
was then a very long journey, praying on
the wav. When he landed in India, he
discovered that. in his prayers, he was
referring to the month [following Lhe
month that was then current in India. He
brought this to the notice of the high priest
of the Dadyseth Atash-Behram at Tha-
kurdwar, which is the oldest of the Atash-
Behrams in Bombay, and the idea spread
that as Jamasp Peshotan Velati had come
from the ancient motherland. the month
which he prayed, should be correct, and
a section of the Parsees, particularly in
Surat and Broach, commenced lollowing
the calendar observed by him. Since this
sect based their new practice on what they
considered to be ancient tradition, they
came to be known as ‘Kadimi’, presumab-
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Iv meaning ‘ancient’, later corrupted fo
‘Kadmi’. The rest of the Parsees in
India were labelled *Shahenshai’. Even to-
day, there is a difference of one month
between the calendar observed by Kadmi
sect, and the calendar observed by the
‘Shahenshai’ sect, the Kadmis having
celebrated the commencement of the
year Y. Z. 1338 on 30th July 1968, and the
Shahenshais on 29th August 1968,

The Fassali sect, which was formed in
sbout the year 1906, presumably derived
their name from the word ‘Fassal’ which
means ‘season’, because they felt that the
proper day on which to commence the
New Year was the Jamshedi Navroze day
which always falls on the 21st of March
and which, being the first day of spring,
was Nature's birthday. It was celebrated
in Iran as the vernal equinox when day
and night are of equal length, though,
strictly speaking, that may happen on
20th, 21st or 22nd March. ‘“Jamshedi
Navroze” is named after the Persian
Emperor Jamshed who was the first to
celebrate it as a festival, and corresponds
to the *Holi® festival amongst the Hindus,
and the customary May Day celebrations
in Europe, which are also in the nature
of spring festivals. The Fassalis took
inio the account the fact that the extra
month had been added only once by the
Parsees after their migration to India and
they, therefore, computed an extra day
once every four years in the same mannér
as the Gregorian Calendar adds the leap
vear day, and corrected their calen-
dar accordingly. There is thus a difference
of several months between the Fassali

calendar and the cuorrent Shahenshai
calendar, the Shahenshais having started
the current vear (Y. Z. 1338) on 29th
August 1968, while the Dini Sal 1338 of
the Fassalis will start only on 21st March

1969, Since the time they adjusted their
calendar as started above, the Fassalis
have followed the practice of adding an
extra dav once every vear four years after
the last day of the year. Realizing that
they cannot claim that their calendar star-
ted with the date of accession of Yezde-
zard 111, since it is a matter of historical
record 1hat he ascended the throne on 16th
June and not on 21st March, the Fassalis
claim that they observe ‘the religious
vear’, as distinguished from ‘the political
vear observed by the Shahenshais and the
Kadmis. and they therefore call it ‘the
Dini Sal.” Curiously enough, however,
they dc start their calendar from the first
vear of reign of Yezdezard [IIl and
append the letters Y. Z." to their year
denotine that it is the “Yezdesardi”
calendar that they observe. Their calendar
lacks authenticity for. in point of fact, the
MNew Year was never started in Iran on
215t March,

It may, however, be noted that the
Shahenshai, the Kadmi as well as the
Fassali sects start their New Year with the
month of Farvadin as the first month
of their year, though each of them
starts the year at a different time.
According to some scholars, however,
the New Year started in ancient Iran
with the month of Dae. and not with
the morth of Farvardin, and there app-
ears 1o be substance in the view which
they take. Zarathushtra was born on
Khordad Roj of the month of Fravardin
and died on Khorshed Roj of the month
of Dae. and it 15 recorded in Pahlavi texis
that the precise age of Zarathushtra at the
time of his death was 77 years and 40

days. It is impossible to work that age out
as the age at which Zarathushtra died.
according to the calendar followed by
gither the Shahenshai or the Kadmi sect.

To get over this difficulty, the Fassalis
observe the prophet’s birthday on Hor-
muzd Roj of the month of Fravardin,
and his death anniversary as falling on
Khorshed Roj of the month of Ardibe-
hesht. There is some authority for the
latter, but no positive authority for the
former. The scholars to whom we are now
referring. took the view that the month
of Farvardin should be and was. the last
month of the vear, and was followed by
the five Gatha days which occur at the
end of every year. It is, indeed, in the
fitness of things that the Mukiad cere-
monies, which are ceremonies for the
dead, should be performed durine  the
month of Farvardin which is named after
the ‘Yazata' whose special domain is to
euide the souls of men. It is also  very
likely that the month of Dae was the
first month of the vear, because it is the
only month which is named after “‘Ahura-
Mazda'. In that connection, it may be
pointed out that the first day of every
month is named after Him. If the age of
Zarathushtra is calculated on the basis of
Farvardin being the last month of the

vear, followed by the five Gatha days,
and Dae being the first month of the year,
the age of Zarathushtra works out to
exactly 77 years and 40 days, for, after
completing the age of 77 on Khordad Roj
of the month of Farvardin, Zarathushtra
lived for another 24 davs of month of
Farvardin, followed by the 5 Gatha days,
followed by 11 days of the month of Dae,
the 11th day of the month being Khorshed
Roi. This lends strong support to the view
in regard to the Zoroastrian calendar
which we are now discussing.

There were, no doubt, frequent changes
in the Zoroastrian calendar which have
occurred in the course of centuries, mainly
on account of the practice followed by
edach Iranian Emperor. of starting the
year from the date of his accession to the
throne. but it appears from the above dis-
cussion that none of the sects of Parsees
can pride themselves on having a correct
calendar, and that it does not serve any
useful purpose to divide our little com-
munity into sects and sections over con-
troversies in regard to the calendar.
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Review Illustrated

(A KEY TO WEALTH TAX
PROBLEMS).

by

SHIAVUX MISTRY

With this smail book of about 100 pages
the author has clarified the complicated
subject of Wealth Tax and brought it
within the ambit of understanding of the
lay people who are fumbling over il. A
good many number of cases cited and
illustrated with their lucid explanations
make this publication a real handbook of
quick reference for Income Tax Practi-
tioners and Chartered Accounmants and
their staff. Circulars, rules and guidance
notes on this complex subject are so well
selected that in each case its salient point
is brought home to both the professional
and the lay readers and the treatment is

s0 impressive that both may profit by its
reading and study.

Mr. Sanal Mehta, one of the leading
tax advocates has writlen its foreword in
which he acclaims the book as one worthy
of its purpose and has expressed a very
favourable opinion about its all round
utility. We recommend this publication to
evervhody genuinely interested in wealth
tax matters, as a payer of the tax or as his
professional adviser.

Publishers: M/s. Sunderdas Gianchand
601, Girgaon Road, Bombay 2 BR,
Price — Rs, 4/-

13



T T T o i i L T T Tl i i T

“DIANA CLEANING PASTE”

For Spotless Cleaning, Washing, Cooking Utensils, Crockery, Cutlery,
Glasswork, Enamelware, Marble, Tiles, Metal, Floors, etc

Free Delivery From COLABA To MAHIM. Phome or Drop A CARD.

PACKINGS .—
2500 Kgs. Tim 300 Egs Tim
600 Kga Tin 150 Kg. Tin

T
DIANA SO0AP Co.

Sussex Road, Byculla, BOMBAY-27. DD.

Phone: 373799
Also available at all Leading Stores.
Distributors :

G. ATHERTON & CO. (P.) LTD.

BOMBAY-1 BR.
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DISTRIBUTORS:
KOSANGAS COMPANY

The clean. safe and efficient Domestic and Industrial fuel
with KOSANGAS SAFETY HAT
Your neighbour has it why not you 7
Sole Agents

KOSANGAS COMPANY.

Bombay and Poona Distributors
THE NATURAL GAS CO. PVT. LTD.
53/57 Laxmi Buildings, Sir P. Mehta Rd.. Bombay-1.
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Children’s Corner

HAFED

Mrs Parveen Lalkaka

Act I Scene [1.

The same dayv. It is evening. The place
is Al Hasan’s palace. Hinda is in her
room surrounded by her maidservants.
One of them is putting scent on her feet,
another 15 slipping gold bangles over her
hands. still another is combing her beauti-
ful long hair, while a fourth is fanning
her. Hinda is looking very dejected. Her
maids — seeing her looking so sad — are
feeling very miserable.

Ist. Maid: Our sweet rosebud. why are

vou so sad 7

Ind. Maid : Yes, beautiful one, tell us.
We are ready to help vou.

Hinda: (taking hold of their hands)
Dear friends, vou are like sisters to me.
If 1 tell you my sorrowful tale, it will
make you feel very sad. No, my sorrow
must remain locked up within  me.
You must all try to forget about it

Jrd. Maid : (crving) Have | been the cause
of your unhappiness? Please forgive
me, sweet mistress, for forgetting to
wake you up early this morning. Seeing
you so unhappy makes me feel misera-
ble too.

Hinda: (bending down and taking this
little maid's hand in hers) O, Halida,

don't cry. 1 am not at all angry with
vou. It 15 just as well you didn't come

to wake me up. | did not sleep a wink
all last night. But, at last, 1 grew
weary, and, while watching the beauti-
ful white clouds of day appear in the
sky, my eves closed and I slept. Go,
wash your lovely face and come back
e your Hinda.

iThe little maid takes Hinda's hands.
Places them on her head, and so bowing
before her mistress, she leaves the
room}l.

4th, Maid : O, beautiful pearl, with whom
nope can compare, why are you so
sad ?

Hinda: I T tell vou my secret, promise
that vou will not reveal it to anyone.
[ am in love with a young man but we
can never get married.

All the Maids: O, Allah, what are you
saying ! Your [ather is such a greal
Sultan that anything he wishes can
come to pass. If he is 4 poor lad, the
Sultan will make him the richest in the
11 b | et

Hinda : linterrupting} No, no, it is not so,
My beloved is a great and noble lord,
who commands the allegiance of many.
He is so very handsome to look at,
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Ist, Maid: But............

{(Just then a knocking at the door is
heard. The maid stops speaking and
goes 1o open it. On opening the door
she steps aside, bowing low while
announcing

Ist, Maid : Sultan-e-Al Hasan.

Hinda : (Jumps up in surprise
Father, is it you?

Al Hasan: Yes, my beautiful daughter,
it is' 1. Hinda, who have come Lo see
see you. Why do you look at me so?
Why are your glances so full of fear?
Come to me Hinda, What ails thee,
my precious one ?

Hinda: No, no, father, nothing ails me.
Have vou come to tell me something ?

Al Hasan: Yes, Hinda, 1 have brought
you some good news. (Clasping his
hands he continues) Tonight, at last,
our soldiers will climb that mountain of
the Ghebors, We are lucky, as one of
these Ghebars has come over Lo our
side and will show our army the way.
Now, with God's grace, Hafed 15 ours.
How many of my Muslims he has kill-
ed ! But tonight he will feel the cold
steel of an Arab’s sword piercing his
body.

iAs Al Hasan utters these last words,

Hinda falls to the gorund in a faint. Al

Hasan rushes to her side, exclaiming:

Al Hasan: Hinda, Hinda, what has hap-
pened to you, my sweet one 7 O, my be-
loved child, what is wrong with you ?
O God. save my child. I cannaot live

without her.

(Hinda's eyes open. She smiles at her
father. He lifts her up gently and places
her on her bed and stands near her)
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Al Hasan: My pretty one, 1 shall send
you 1o Arabia. It was a big mistake of
mine to bring vou here in the midst of
all fighting. You will bloom again, my
lovely little flower, in the beautiful
gardens of Arabia.

iHinda closes her eves. Al Hasan walks
softly out of the room. Hinda's maids tip
woe around the room, fanning their mis-
tress and making her comfortable).

The Curtain Falls.

Act I1. Scene L.
The same evening. The scene is the top of
the mountain. Hafed and his men are
standing around the Sacred Fire.

Hafed : Is everyone present 7 Who has not
returned from vesterday’s battle ?

Rustum : My lord,many of our men were
killed. We had to leave our dead and
flee for our lives,

Hafed : O, Marzda Ahura — Great God -
Mayv the souls of our departed dead
rest in peace. Our men have fought
with ereal courage against the Arabsin
order to bring peace to Iran. May Thou
welcome them into “Garo Demana”
— the House of Heavenly Song.

O God. come unto our aid and release
us from the bondage of oppression. As
long as there is life in us so long shall
we be Thy soldiers and fight for Right-
COUSTESS,
(Hafed holds out his sword in the flames
and all the other warriors follows sui.
Then they sit down around the Sacred
Fire). :
Naushirvan : Minocher and Vishtasp are
not here. 1 shall miss them terribly.

Kershaps: Yes, Turvan is not with us
either. He must have been killed on the
battlefiield.

Hafed: In the end we all have to die,
some earlier, some later. Those who
are no longer with us are happy again.
We can do no more (o save our beloved
land, Iran, the country of our hirth.

The people of Iran have become the
slaves of the Arabs their henchmen. They
are not ready to help us. When this
wicked Al Hasan makes us flee to this
mountain, our own people, our own peo-
ple. instead of fighting with us against
the enemy, walch the fighting at a comfor-
table distance, and, in order to save their
skin, turn Muslims at the point of the
sword.

But enough, we must not dwell upon
such thoughts. A day will come when
such cowards will repent of their cowar-
dice.

Jamshed: No one can climb up our
mountain. We are few, but as long as
the blood Aows through our veins, so
iong shall we continue to fight against
these Arabs, And, when our numbers
dwindle to a handful as our dead pile
up on the battle field, then, those few
who are left alive will gather around
this Sacred Fire and will die in the
service of their beloved land.

The Curtain Falls

Act IL. Scene 11

A  terrible ‘storm. The sky is covered
with thunder clouds. A boat nears Al
Hasan’s palace. Hinda, together with her
maids, steps into it. Hinda sits alone,
wrapt in her sad thoughts.

Ist. Maid : Princess, do not look so sad,
| cannot bear to se¢ yvou so.

2nd. Maid: Our beloved Princess smiles
no more

(Turning away her face and with tears

streaming down her cheeks)
Will she die ?

Jrd. Maid: O, Allah, make our Princess
smile again. Make her happy again. I
cannot bear to look upon her sad face.

(She covers her face with her hands and
s0hs).

dth, Maid: No one came to say Good
Bye to our beloved Princess. It looks
as if we were running away.

{Hinda is sitting in a corner with her head

bent low)

Hinda : O God, where is my Beloved ?
What is he doing ? My dearest one,
you may be our enemy, a Ghebar, an
unbeliever, but you will always be my
dearest one. Dear God, if those
thoughts of mine are sinful then let me
perish in these dark waves of the sea.
But I shall love my Beloved for ever
and shall never forget him.

(Hinda sits thus, wrapt up in thoughts of
Hafed). Suddenly the storm bursts on
them, and, at the same time fighting
breaks out on the boat. Hinda comes to
herselfl with a start and sits in fear, with
her terrified maids around her. They hear
shouts of “Hafed and Iran™ together with
“Allah, save us from the Ghebars.” Hinda
hears the roar of the waves as they dash
against the boat. She falls upon her knees
and prays:

Hinda : O, Allah, forgive me, forgive me,
(No sooner are these words uttered, than
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a terrible noise is heard and the boat
splits in two. Men and splinters of wood
are thrown into the raging sea. Hinda
sees this and, feeling very sick, falls for-
ward. But strong arms hold her and lift
her up. Hinda feels that she is dreaming
as she sees the face of Hafed. Then all
goes blank as she faints away).

The Curtain Falls

Act I1. Scene II1.

Hinda is blindfolded. She is in a palan-

quin while four Ghebars are carrying her

up the steep mountain side. Hafed comes

near her and, in a soft voice which only

she can hear, he says:

Hafed : Be not afraid, my dearly Beloved,
vour Ghebar is near you.

(Hearing these words makes Hinda very
happy. But then the thought comes to her
that her loved one is a Ghebar and he
may not be able to save her from the
wrath of the other Ghebars, or, being
Al Hasan's daughter and an Arab girl,
he may stop loving her. They have
reached the mountain top and now her
hiindfold is removed. Hinda rubs her
eves and looks around her in fear. Her
eyes search for Hafed, but she cannot
see him anywhere. Suddenly she hears
someone calling out “Hafed, Chief’
Hafed's men move away. Hinda, terri-
fied. stands perfectly still, keeping her
eves lowered. Hafed approaches Hinda
while his men leave, one by one).

Hafed : (taking Hinda's hand in his and

saving lovingly) Hinda.

(At the sound of his voice calling her by
name. Hinda's joy knows no bounds.
With a cry of joy she clings to him. But

18

soon her fear returns as she looks down
at the seal

Hinda : Tonight. He said so. And lo!
the night is here. Run away, run away,
my Beloved, for my sake. His soldiers
will kill you. Listen ! What's that noise?
His men must even now be approach-
ing. Go, make haste. 1 know him. He
will come to destroy you. He will not
even wait for the night.

(Hinda, fearful, holds tight to Hafed).

Hafed: O, my dear One, [ must have
frightened you. No enemy can ever
come near this place. Do not fear. We
are far away from all the fighting, and
tomorrow, at break of day, you will
return to vour father.

Hinda : (Screaming) Tomorrow 7 Tomor-
row’s sun vou will never see. Everyone
will die. If we run away now we will
be saved. O, you do not know, but
only today a Ghebar has been unfaith-
ful to you and your cause, Tonight, he
is going to show my father's soldiers
the way up this mountain. Do not wait
but run away,

{At first Hafed cannot believe her words,

but, soon, they sink into his mind and he

hegins (o undersiand everything. He looks
around him).

Hinds : (going down on her knecs)
Hafed, my dearest, | love only you. If
you really love me, I beg of you to leave
this place at once. Mow, just now, let
us return to the boat in which we came
and let us go anywhere you wish so
that you may be saf¢ and I may remain
with vou, I am yours, and you are mine.
lel us go somewhere, far away, SO
that we may always be together, night
and day.

Hafed : (looking at her with love and ten-
derness)

Yes, my love, il such a place exists
where we may live in happiness for ever;
that happy place where love never dies.
There we shall meet each other, my
sweet one, there we shall live in bliss
for ever.

{So saying, Hafed slowly leaves Hinda.
Some of his men take Hinda down the
mountain. They put her in a boat and sail
away. Hinda keeps her gaze fixed to the
mountain top. She sees the Sacred Fire
and thinks of Hafed. Suddenly she
screams “Hafed, Hafed” She has seen him
standing near the Sacred Fire, and, as
she looks, she sees him fall. Hinda cannot
bear to live without Hafed so she jumps
into the sea and is sucked into the swirl-
ing waters).

™arrator : Hinda had really seen Hafed
die. The Ghebars fought against Al
Hasan’s soldiers as they came up the
steep mountain slope. But how long
could they, a handful, continue fighting
against the hoards that continued to
come up? No sooner did they kill the
Arabs in front of them than others took
their place from behind. Hafed saw that
he could not save his men. Still he con-
tinued to encourage them, while fight-
ing by their side. At last, his dearest
friend was mortally wounded. In order
to save him from the hands of the
Arabs, Hafed lifted him up and took
him near the Sacred Fire. But the
Cihebars were soon upon him and.
fighting bravely to the last, Hafed fell.

At last, Hinda and Hafed met in “Garo
Demana™ — the House of Heavenly
Song.

The Curtain Falls.
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\ A Wonder House
For Variety & Service.
What we save
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|  PROVISIONS - Cabl

COLD STORES FOODS 1
GENERAL STORES
CHEMISTS AND 8
DRUGGISTS

Glaxo's full range of Pharmpcenticals,
Antibiotics & Baby Foods.
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Mysore Sugandhi Dhoop |{ JEENA & COMPANY

Fat.tﬂl'jf \  Travel, Clearing, Forwarding,
Warehousing Agents

are mamufacturers of
well-known brands of
AGARBATTIS

HEAD QFFICE:

10, VEER NARIMAN ROAD.
FORT, BOMBAY-1.

Tel. 258413 & 256042

available everywhere
Office

Commercial Chambers
near Jakaria Musjid,

Bombay 3 \ BRANCHES AT
321752 '
Tci:phﬂncﬁ}jm \ MNEW DELHI & CALCUTTA

L

Mfs. : . _. . ar .

Sandalwood, Sandalweod 0il Merchants
&
Importers— Exporters
" LAXMI NIVAS"®
Gibb Town, Post Box No. 8, Dharwar ( Mysore ) India.

Oldest & Largesi Stockisie of
MALBARI & DHARWADI ( MYSORI )

SANDALWOOD & SANDALWOOD OIL
Our Sales Depots ot :

Dharwar & Bombay

Principal Suppliers to -
M/s. WARDEN'S ( MYSORE) PVYT., LTD.
Grant Road, Bombay & other Merchants in Greater Bombay.

Grams : “SANDALWOOD"™ Dharwar. Phone No.: 179.
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HORMAZD YASHT

by
DASTUR MINOCHER HOMJI PART 1l
The composer of the Yasht enumerates 19, [ am all-Pervading
a further list of the beauliful and helpful 20, I am the ziver of gifts: | a mthe
names of Ahura Mazda. Paragraph 10 of Creator. g -
the Yasht runs as followes : A D b
If thou, O Zarathushtra willest to over- 22 [ am the Great Providence.
come the wrongs and ills of men who -, ; ,
are daevas (see Yasna 494), you should Il ?:: t::,.li kr::ggrlgi.lni.ﬁcicnt
mentally remember or utter audibly these 25, 1 :ill'l'! the cause of Evolution.
B IO S 26. I am the Prospering Word of Medi-
Paragraphs 12-15 enumerate such a list: 5 ;atmn.h ol i
I am the Protector, -1 am the Ruler at Will.
o) k o i ;
I am the Creator and the Maintainer &5 [A?ﬁg "-!:mn:;i,eﬂjﬁme' at will because
of the U“!"?r_?'e' . 29, | am the benevolent Power.
I am the Spirit most Cognizant and 30, | am the best benevolent Power.
Holy. 31.  Deception is inconsistent with Me.
| am the Healer 32, | am far from one who deceives.
I am the best of Healers. 331 am the consistent Protector of all
I am the protector of the Inner senlient beings,
Light ! : 34. 1 am the Remover of troubles and
Tl Opposition.
I am the best of the protectors of 35 | am the ready Congueror of all ills
Inner Light in life.
I am the Creator of life. 3. 1 conquer all through Love.
Wisdom Incarnats 37, 1 Mould all beings.
S bl I' Incarnate, 8. 1 am zll-Bliss -Ligh.
I am the followers of Truth. 39, 1 am [ull of Bliss and Light.
| am the most faithful follower of 40. Light-Bliss is my nature,
Truth. 41. 1 am shining by myv good deeds every
I am Light, the consequence of moment. i
Truth. 42, 1 am useful in useful activities.
I am the best of Lights, the conse- 43. 1 am Bﬂ“‘?ﬁﬂ'ﬂm-
quence of Truth 44. 1 am Herioc
I am fully Vigilant of all deeds done 45 I am the most Beneficient.
in the Universe, 46. | am Truth-Righteonsness -Justice.
I am most fully Vigilant of all that <7. | am Sublime.
goes on in the Universe. 4%. | am the Beneficent Ruler.
I am Far-Seeing. 49. | am the most Beneficent Ruler
1 am the best in Foresight. 3, 1 am the ideal Wisdom,
I keep watch over the Universe. 51. I am Foresight and Vision.

1%.
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P. N. Mehta Education Trust
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RUNS
Boys’ Town
NASIK

We invite attention of parents to this famout Boarding School
for boys of all ages and all communities.

Efficient staff

Individual attention

Hygienically wholesome diet
Opportunity for out—door sports
Open—air games

Care of health

Building of character along
with sound education

THE RENOWHN ESCINT CO, CONMAUEHT A0S BYCULLA, DSR2y

e
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The late Sheth P. N. Mehta’s Munificence

HAS MADE BOYS' TOWN A MONUMENTAL EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION OF REPUTE.

ALANKRYIA

COLOUR ADVISORS AND PAINT CONTRACTORS, 25,
PEDDER ROAD, BOMEAY-28
PHOME= 3T

{ Concessions to Parsee Studems will be considered by the Trustees )

Inquiries—Mr. Bejon N, Desai, m A, 8.7, principal
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THE ACHAEMENIAN DYNANTY

Darius The Greal

i 522-486

Gaumata, the Magian, also known as
the false Bardiva or Smerdes, proclaimed
himself king and the true heir to the
throne, while Cambyses was away, Nearly
all the provinces of the Empire accepled
this new ruler, who ingratiated himself
with the people by remilling taxes for
three years, and altempled a religious
reform by destroyving the existing temples.
His success seems to have been [airly
rapid. It is not known whether Cambyses
on learning of this revolt accidentally
wounded himsell in the course of an
epileptic fit, or committed suicide. How-
ever Lthat may be, the army remained loyal
to the Achaemenian cause, and followed
the seven young conspirators of the Persi-
an nobility, led by Darius, son of Hystas-
pes, the Satrap of Parthia. The speed with
which Darius took action gives the mea-
sure of the man: two months after the
death of Cambyses, Gaumata was taken
prisoner and executed.

The disappearance of Gaumata did
not, however, immediately restore peace
to the country. For nearly two years the
young King was compelled to deal with
revolts which broke out in all gquarters
of the Empire. He defeated nine Kings in
nineteen battles during this period.

In his vast empire, there was no question
of a policy of force; this would have been
impossible, since the ruling people were
in an obvious minority in relation to the
conguered masses. A statesmanlike policy
was essential, each people was to  keep
its own language, its individuality, its
institutions, and its religion, and to enjoy
the benefits of the state of which it formed

20

BC.)

part. Bot it could be administered only by
a Persian delegated by the Great King.
The whole Empire was therefore divided
into twenty provinces, each under a sat-
rap or “protector of the kingdom™.

Darius had set himsell a difficult task,
for he wished to create a centralized and
powerful national state out for a mass of
couniries, provinees, and lands, which the
accident of military success had  joined

together.

To mainiain liaison between the diffe-
rent centres of the Empire, Darius created
a.petwork of roads. which became so
extenzsive and important that it survived
a long time after the Fall of the Empire.
Intended primarily as an administrative
measure, this arterial road system was
carefully controlled and elaborately
surpervised. The new roads facilitated
caravan trade and increased its volume
throughout the Empire. He also launched
upon a scheme for the culting of a canal
between the Red Sea and the Nile, a fore-
runner of the Suez Canal.

Darius fought on various fronts and
founded a world empire. His empire ex-
tended from Egyot to the mouth of the
Indus wvalley, which included the whaole
of Western India. The reien of Darius
marked the culminating point both of the
power of the Empire and of the whole
Achaemenian civilization. For nearly a
century and a half the Empire lived al-
most exclusively on what had besn
fashioned by Cyrus and built up by
Darius.
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UNITED MOTORS (INDIA) LIMITED

AUTHORISED DEALERS OF
TATA MERCEDES BENZ TRUCKS AND BUS CHASSIS
for
BOMBAY - THANA - KOLABA and RATMAGIRI
DISTRICTS IN MAHARASHTRA :

Jobs of Servicing, Repairs, Complete

Overhauling of Engines Undertaken.

Efficiency and Good Workmanship is
the Motto of the Work-Shop.

WORKSHOP - AT ARTHUR BUNDER ROAD, COLABA
BOMBAY-5, (NEAR RADIO CLUB.)

TELEPHONES: 211031, 212881

Spare Parts Sales Depot and Car-Workshop
AT 39 HUGHES ROAD.

TELEFHONES 357616/337617 /357611

Dealers for

TATA
MERCEDES-BENZ




Reg. No. MH 961
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“MNot very far with the way prices keep soaring | Even so, the

LIC agent showed me how | can ensure comfort in the years
to come with the help of Life Insurance.

“The Endowment Assurance Policy | have bought will not only
provide for me in my old age—it guarantees financial security
to my family against life's uncertainties. Should anything
happen, my family will get the full sum assured. This was
guaranteed the moment the first premium was paid, it is also
a continuing guarantee.so long as the premiums continue to
be paid.

This policy is designed for people, who while keeping the
future of their families' secure, aspire for a comfortable
retirement.

Consult your LIC agent for full details of this attractive policy.
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