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EDITORIAL

Whenever we pﬂil:l.f. ouor finger outward to anything or anybody
we discover to our dismay that three of our fingers turn inwards
towards us- This is just what happens to education. If we emphasise
book' learning we lose sight of the most important educational train-
ing, namely, Dignity of Labour. If we over-emphasise science we
somehow tend to underrate ethico-moral basis of life. If we over-
develop outward sight we tend to lose insighti. A balanced.education
of life, love and learning is something much to be wished for. We have
many educational Institutions to impart information. 1 do not use the
word knowledge here. Knowledge implies information, evaluation and
judgment. Inlfomation is just bare !'ﬂl:‘ We have libraries everywhere
round the corner. We have printing in unhealthy big number—I call
them unhealthy as presses have ,no head and no heart. They print
both lofty literature and atrocious trash. Presses are income-oriented.
They live to earn. They can incile or excite; more easily create
sensation and sometimes impart sense but seldom arouse sensibility.
Present day civilisation is caught up in the quandary that printing
presses have the audacily to create by mass production of trash.

_ Someone writing in this issue under the pen-name of DIZIT
15 pointedly drawing attention to the need of Home ‘Education in
Parsi families, many of which are caught un in the current craze of the
Modern. Modern means just of the time but not necessarily better,
as many people erronreously interpret this word to mean. There is
nothing inherently better in modern though many changes have come
up for the betler. Modern youth has been emancipated from the opp-
ressive drill of social coercion of times gone by. But the modern ones
have not used their new freedom to built up some ethico-moral stage
in secular societies in the absence of religious training and disciplines.
DIZIT deplores this for the Parsis. “Parsi Sansar” weekly of Karachi
cries aloud for need of change in the present Parsi society. It is gradu-
all dawning on all peuﬁle in the world that ethico-moral training of
youth without the emphasis of religion in it turns out to be only an
hour of goody-goody smn:s. Stories are pasted on the mind but they
do not stick- Religion sticks for good because of its accompaniments
—namely rituals, ceremonies, which are visibly performed and consti-
tute action pattern in life. Only a thing worked for or worked on
becomes the model, .

Howard B. Radest ithe then Executive Director of the Ameri-
can Ethical Union) expressed his conecern for ethical education on an
international level at a meeting in Oslo. Search was launched for
ethical education materials. The first draft of material was finished
in 1965 and distributed 1o professional educators, authors and interest-
ted groups for their views and several most usable ideas were collected
and subjected to revision on the basis of comments from young peo-
ple, their parents and discussion leaders, without any attempt towards
indoctrination.

Few peopleréalise that secularism is itsell an itém of mndotirina-

-tion-deing i&n'-:h:-lhi:g*it*pmm to resist in the furm'nl'-'religibn

The-aforesaid-Ethical Union has-divided its ﬁndmgs into three major
topics — Beliefs of Man, The Possibilities of Life and the Man in
Sociéty. To achieve this threefold purpose the youth is to be trained
fm' the ahillljr to taunch oneself I'ul'l}' ‘info the Stréam of life” and

“to create in }ruuth interest in overcoming any sense of alienation from
nature or society”, always working independentiy of superstitions
and prejudices and biases in favour of or against anything one meels
with in life.

‘Setting up prejodice agairst réligion Has the effect-of alienation
from Hatun-. and has the tendency to imagine a society :::emrad
around one’s own self, even putting Geod in the back vard of one’s
social circle. The eéffect is apparent. Nature is left to laboratory
workers for detailed description of some pin-pointed phase and the
modern man sits in the centre of the society—as “a paragon of ani-
mals™ reverting to the old Zoological tabulation of HOMO SAPIENS,

PARSIANA is a magazine with a mission and g message. Give

it a hand by increasing membership and adequate advertisements. |
invite again Dasturji Dr. Hormuzdiar Mirza and Ervad Dr. Minocher
Karkhanawala to come back to PARSIANA to help fulfll the mission.
We shall carry the message. We may have differed then to agree now
and if the term for cordiality be apology it will be tendered to them
unflinchingly — because difference of opinion mad¢ no difference
to me in holding them, now as ever before, in high regards and esteem.

When PARSIANA was in print my request in person to
Dasturji Dr. Mirza has proved fruitful and he has agreed to contribute
articles. I shall now approach Ervad Dr. Karkhanawala, I am hopeful.
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Come let us Make the Aryan

Culture our

Guide Again

BY AHMED GOLESTANIYAN
Tronsioted from the Originol in Persian

by

Dr. Sohrab H. Batliwala, Ph. D.

(Translator's note: In PARSIANA dated
August 1965, Volume I, No. 10, ppll-14,
I contributed an Article entitled *“Apo-
calypse”. Therein 1 pointed out that
several moslems of modern Iran are re-
turning to the teneis — present day the
Parsis believe in and are advocating active
revival of the principles and tenets of the
ancient faith amongst the non-Zoroas-
trians. 1 am reproducing here in its Eng-
lish version an Article written recently by
a moslem of Iran under his own name
urging people to appreciate this most
rational religion and work up life on its
tenets and teaching. The original Persian
text of this Article 1s published in Hukhts,
a monthly magazine of Teheran, in iis
issue of Shahriver 1343 A. H. Solar). The
Persian author 15 a Mohamedan and
speaks of Zarathustra and civilization he
created as our Prophet and our civiliza-
tion in the sense that Zarathustra was of
the soil and spread his message then in
Iran. One by one several descendants of
the Persian Arvans are rekindling the
bright lamp of their ancient civilisation and
culture in a soul-animating way. That age
has gone when this culture was kept
hidden behind the clouds just Iving idle
in a stupor. However, let by gones be by
gones-

From now onwards, let us be up and do-
ing. Let us place the [Iranian under the
guidance of the ancient Aryan culture so
that the worthy ways of those days when
Iran ruled the world could be brought
back.

From the depths of ages past Voice of
Zarathustra is ringing in our &ars in a
soothing manner and making us hopeful
of the future. “*The two powers of good
and evil are in a state of conflict eternally,
but the final victory lies with the forces
of good and righteousness.”

We should defend this proclaimed
principle with all the firmness at our com-
mand and vindicate to the fullest extent
this cherished tradition in évery possible
way. We should discharge this obligation
not only on our own part, but in its exe-
cution we should take into honourable
partnership our own uninformed brothers
also, who have forgotten their ancient
civilisation and who now know nothing
of their past glory. We are the inherifors
of bold and virile doctrines. We are those
whao in our own glorious past have ruled
the world through rightcousness. Even
now we should not allow despair or des-
pondency to enter our hearts, because
the final victory lies with us We should
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stand by it with singleness of purpose as
if we have already succeeded in the tests.
Look at history, see the progress of civili-
sation in ages past by virtue of this religion
and trace its course through the corridors
of time,

Zarathustra was the noble and exalted
Guide of our high and mighty forefathers.
He was the first amongst the major pro-
phets to declare monotheism to mankind.
At heart he was merciful and friendly to
one and all. Unlike several prophets who
came after him, whether true ones or [alse,
he never sought honour or power for him-
sell. He never tried to persuade his discip-
les to accept the religion of Ahura-Mazda
by bringing in fear and dread. As against
the prophets of Semitic races, he named
Ciod as the Friend and Helper of mankind,
Thus, when addressing Providence he
says, "“We now desire that like a friend
and companion you nelp me and bestow
strength upon me so that 1 may clearly
grasp vour injunctions and drive awa
rool and branch from my newly establi-
shed society all those who damage this
earthly life, worship superslitions, engage
in decoity and miscarry justice.”

Larathustra removed completely the
imaginary distance between Ahura Mazda
and His followers, whereas the Semitic
prophets, for the sake of strenghthening
the hold on their followers, have brought
great fear and dread of God and the
thought of punishment from Him into the
hearts of their followers.

Zarathustra’s religion stands on the trio
of Good Thoughts, Good Words and
Good Deeds. These three cardinal princi-
" ples contain all the rules and regulations
of ethics of the world. He has brought into
existence a religion which is at once funda-
mental and perfect. I confess that the
import of these three words is so all-per-
vading that I cannot, in my imperfect
style, give expression to all their contents,
but 1 can say with all certainty that not
only every present social principle, but for
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that matter, any right conduct which might
be brought forth hereafter will be within
the sphere of these three words.

Zarathustra, unlike several other pro-
phets gave full freedomr of choice of inten-
tion and action to mankind- In fact, he
never uttered anything to indicate or sup-
port the ridiculous belief that a person
has no choice of action in this world due
to predestination. Perhaps the main reason
of the rapid progress of the Zoroastrian
community is this belief in freedom  of
actlon, because the Zoroastrians, due lo
this tenet réceived from their great pro-
het believe that man is the architect of
his own destiny. It is for this reason that
they engage themselves effectively in ac-
tivities of life so that they could make their
worldy lot more happy. The Semites
imagine that providence has decreed and
fixed their destiny so they have hardly any
hope of bettering their earthly condition
by self-help. We see that their communi-
ties in the present age nave fallen far be.
hind and are the most backward amongst
the peoples of the worid. In this connec-
tion, Larathustra savs, “With an intelli-
gent mind, consider this matter. Distin-
guish between these two ways of life and
select your path. As between these two
paths, a person desiring salvation should
take to the righteous one and not the wic-
ked one™.

In Zoroastrian religion, there 15 no
ritual of animal killing of harmless ani-
mals for the sake of God or celestial be-
ings. Zarathustra always advocated love
and affection for animais. In the entire
history, he appears to be the sole faithful
protector of these helpless and captive
creatures, Zarathustra says to his followers
“God who created the world with all this
grandeur and Himself is the Maker of
everything in existence, is not in need of
vour milk-giving cow or sheep ™ Zarathus-
tra laments much over the savage ways of
the people with regard to their sacrifices
of innocent animals. In fact he says, “May
your curse be on the people who, by their

evil teachings, cause others to turn away
from performing good deeds and on them
also who slaughter the cow in sacrifice
with shouts of joy.”

It should be realised that the age in
which Zarathustra appeared was the dark-
est age in the history of mankind- He came
in an age in which knowledge as such was
more scarce than in any other age. For
that reason his service to humanity ranks
higher than of all the other leaders. In the
entire course of history, every leader has
kept in view the welfare of his clan only
and amongst these the position of Zarathu
stra is unique inasmuch as he served the
entire humanity. It can be said that his
service to mankind in connection with
generating and spreading the tender feel-
ing of love for the whole race of man is
superior to every other philosophical con-
cept of other world-teachers. appears
in an age in which savagery and ignorance
were at their height and so he complained
to his God, “O Mazda, | beseech vou to
help the helpless and the destitute.”

Personality of Zarathustra depicts
universal brotherhood. Fundamentally
that has been and that is the life-giving
force of the world. He is the first man Lo
sing out the virtues of righteousness. He
never uttered a word about indulging in
hatred and slaughter- He prayed for and
addressed God in this vein; “0 Mazda,
out of righteousness and upright mind,
increase the means by the virtue of which
peace and tranquillity may be established.

His code of conduct is based on justice,
fair play and good life to such an extent
that it touches the heart of every person
and the soul of every individual is stirred
by love, affection and goodness it brings
forth. His admonitions breathe a spirit of
virtu¢ appealing to the minds of genera-
tions of mankind. His precepts are so
perfect and so far above the obscene and
mntemperate injunction of some other
leaders that they have been taken as a
model by later pontiffs. It can be declared
here that our position is summed up in this

Werst.

“Qur friend is right within the house
And searching him we tramp the land;
Our tank is full of water cool,

With parching lips we pace the strand.”

We are under a strong impression that
a system of rules and regulations laid
down by our own spiritual teacher, who
loved the whole of mankind, is being
denied to us by individuals who are
merely fooling about with their cultural
heritage. For the sake of preserving their
own positions of pomp and power, they
browbeat his true followers and make the
soul-nourishing books the object of their
own fery greed. We will not be able to
keep their intention any more secret and
the sword will not have the power to keep
the true followers under bondage. The
doors of prison will be broken open by
this generation of the Persian race with
the strength of its arms and it will make
kmown to the world at large its own hidden
culture and civilisation, THE RELIGION
OF ZARATHUSTRA.
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Home Education-Our
Ancient Inheritance

by

(DIZIT)

In the Times of India of 23rd January
1968 a Reader from Pilani has expressed
his views, first two paragraphs of which
run as follows; “India is passing through
difficult times. There is a crisis of charac-
ter. Barring a few, politicians in power
are no longer actuated by lofty ideals of
service, self-sacrifice and patriotism, but
are motivated by seli-aggrandisement.
Students are used as tools by political
parties for the furtherance of their ulter
ior motives. There has been a steady
decline in the public standards of political
parties. 1 am in complete agreement with
Mr. Jayvaprakash Maravan's view that
“nothing seems to be more important to
the parties, including the Congress, than
the mnaked unscrupulous struggle for
power,” Generally speaking, there is scant
respect for law and morality- Political
parties in legislatures are trying to topple
their adversaries through the immoral
method of encouraging defection. Minis-
ters, who should be the custodians of law,
defy it, the breaking of law by Minis'ers
i5 a strange phenomenon in free India.”

Onrs is declared a secular State. Oxford
dictionary defines “secular”™ as concerned
with the affairs of this world, worldly, not
sacred, not monastic, not ecclesiastical,
temporal etc. The quotation given above
from Mr. Manmohan Mehra's views is
very apt and it calls for deep thought
paricularly by the varents of our Parsee
community.
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If the State scorns religious aducation
and emphasises only the wordly education
{of the standard described above by Mr.
Mehra) it becomes our immediate vilal
necessity that the education of our children
be once again taken over by the Parsee
parents themselves. Some vears ago, the
efucation of worth was imparted by
schools and our parents became compla-
cenl, but when we now know that our
schools have to impart the kind of eduea-
tion which is “Secular” we have once
again to resume our duty to educate our
children at home.

Has our community {allen down, if so,
why? Let us go to the root cause, and we
shall find the answer.

There are indications that are disinte-
grating, socially and economically. We
have no leaders as we had in the past. They
took the lead and their lead we accepted.
Why do we not do so now? Is each one of
us sufficiently intellizent and clever to
think for himself and feel sure that none
other is worthy of giving lead? If we
combine wisdom with our intelligence, we
would not have our noses in the air. |
write this article for PARSIANA as it is
the “new medium for old wisdom™. Wis-
dom would weigh our heads down.
Fecently we are not showing wisdom.
The modern trends in education are to
blame for this attitude. Independent think-
ing is on¢ thing, attitude of deliance is
another- It is denial of merit to the
SUpErior persons,

Economically we may not be on top, as
each one of us has to compete with 5,200
other Indians, yet we could achieve a lot
more towards our objective, whatever it
be, if we remained united. We are more
led away than leading.

Socially some of us are enamoured with
the ideas that we all are children of one
God, and so in intermarriage there is
nothing objectionable (if not sinfull.
Prophets taught~ us and philosophers
speak to us that fall children may live as
good neighbours) that we are children of
one god. Will philosophers ever speak of
this brotherhood if all mankind lived like
children of one god? Brotherhood is
merely an idea propounded to admonish
widely different people to live in harmony
and peace, despite their being really
different. But our government and more
particalarly ‘those who propound the
socialistic and communistic doctrines
deny god and deny the beliefl in bro-
therhood.

We think that social morality is the
only fundamental truth, and act like mad
when we literally interpret the command-
ment that all men are brothers and
all men are equal. This commandment in
reality teaches us the necessity of co-
existence. If all men are the same then let
us at least think for a moment why we
look different, why are Negros black,
Whites white, Chinese yellow, and so on.
Let there be an identification parade of a
Gujarati, a Bengali, a Madrasi, a Parsee
a Bansdaite, an Irani, a Mogul, a Muslim
and Bohra, ¢ach dressed differently or all
uniformly for the purpose of the parade
and yet we will be able to identify most of
them, because each one is different at least
outwardly, Their very moulds are diffe-
rently made by God. Why is it that we
“Brothers” do not speak one and the same
language? The languages of men change
every couple of hundred miles, Starting
from Bombay the Gujarati language of
Bulsar, Navsari, Ahmedabad are different,
it changes over to Kathiawadi which is

akin to Cutchi, which changes over 1o
Sindi which is akin to Punjabi, which
changes over to Hindi and so on. Go ‘o
the other side and you see the Gujarati
changes over to Marathi,’ which changes
over to Mangalori, Malyalam, Tamil,
Telegu and Singhalese: From Bengali to
Behari and Burmese, from Burmese to
Korean and Chinese to Japanese. From
French to German and English. Are these
languages man-created or Na‘ure's crea-
tion? Let our boys and girls think intelli-
gently and they will be convinced that all
men are neither identical nor equal. The
ideas of brotherhood and equality are
cthical rules propounded to teach us
the advisability of co-existence betweeen
the different and the unequal. The basic
urge of everyone is to be different — deep
behind everyome's mind is his
INDIVIDUALITY. See how some of us
in their conceit to assert their individua-
lity attempt in puerile way to put them-
selves above others. ‘See, I do not put on
Kush'i and Sadra™ T have cast off these
old symbols and ideas to which the silty
adhere. I am the super-man— But if these
self-styled phltcrmp#:rs of our community
were wise, wisdom would weigh them
down with deep thoughts on the subject.

Zarathustra taught us Hamata, Hukhta
and Hvarashta. We challenge any philoso-
pher to improve upon this form ug of good
life, which in a nut-shell is our sublime
religion. There is none so blind as one who
would not see. We have converts not only
by inter-communal marriages, but also by
the assumed philocophical belief in  the
total brotherhood of man. Many of them
are ashamed of belonging to a religion.
be it ours, or any other. These converts
have ample time 'o waste but no time to
think. The girl or boy with a whiter or
blacker mate of another community, and
the girl or the boy whe is ashamed of
Kushti and Sadra repent later with few
exceptions if avy. And, very few amongst
them have the courage of conviction to
admit it, as all the stragglers have always
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AND ITS FOLLOWERS, THE PARSIS

by

N. K. D. Naigamwalla

I have no hesitation in com-
mending it

fit for all earnest
uirers deserves welcome

::?I blessings of all right-thinking
M — Dasturji Khurshed S.
Dabu.
Rs. 2/- (Sh. 5/-) per copy. Postage
extra.
Available from:

“Parsiana” Office, 378, Grant

; Road, Bombay-7.

Jehangir B. Karani Sons,
Sir P. Mehta Road, Bombay-1.

Taraporevala’s Treasure House
of Books, Bombay-1.
Mew Book Co., Pvi. Lid., Kitab
Mahal, Bombay-1.
Manney's Bookstall, Arsenal
Road, Poona-1.

N.K.D.MNaigamwalla,873Dastur
Meher Road, Kapadia Building,
Flat MNo. 6, Poona-1.

“It is a briefl summary of allinci-
dents, occurences and landmarks in
the history of Zoroastrianism and
covers all the essential information

From cover to cover it makes
highly polished and superbly in-
teresting reading ......culled and
collecied and serialised ......... The
creed, tenets and essentials of the
religion itself are narrated to the
point, briefly and impressively.....
15 absorbingly interesting and clari-
fies many issues over which the
average reader gropes in the dark.
‘PARSIANA" heartily recommends
this publication as a must for
reading and keeping.”

to justify their action, as a psychological
face-saving device. How to infuse wisdom
in them? By education of course.

In the davs two generations ago there
were converts as | speak of but almost
negligible in number. Because then the
schools were few and home training was
the kev-note of education. When the
school and college education spread far
and wide, we delved into it, and left our
home education to outsiders. Till about
two decades ago the schools did impart
religious education. Mow, who could edu-
cate our children better than ourselves?
Should we except our Government to do
so? The socalist governments of today
believe that religion is the downfall of our
country, like the Communists do. Each
one may look around him in his own
home. Old parents, some uncles, several
friends of the family, who in their days
were educated at home on religious and
moral principles and have retained sta-
unch faith in their religion have made
success of their life. Internal marriages
in families have not weakened ‘hem as
some may believe, If both have inherited
healthy genes their progeny is healthy, The
marriages of the parenis of Stalwarts
like Sir Phirozesha Mehta. Sir Jamshedji
Jijibhoy, Dr. Dadabhoy Nowroji, Mr.
Cursetpp Cama, Ervad Kanga, and hosts
of them had internal family marrages.
Within the century ideas may have chang-
ed but the ymsriavc not.

When our boys are unable to compete
each with 5200 others they lose their
heart, though their genes are healthy and
their minds are receptive and active bul
they do not strive. Many of them are now
indctive, passive and stagnating and there-
fore feeling insecure, We must fight our
surroundings is the rule of life. We must
struggle to come up on the surface. We
must be educated to rely upon our inner
strength and that education can be none
other than the moral education linked up
with religion imparted at homes- It must
come from our parents and elders. We

must learn to exercise sublime indilference
to our handicap 45 a minority community
and develop the fierce sense of indepen-
dence as a community, with pride of our
character and faith in our Lord Zarathus-
tra. Little do people reahse the need for
and value of religion in character forma-
jon. All men of forceful character are
of staunch faith, whether they are in
command of forces, industrial magnates,
scholars or ordinary social workers. The
power to do comes from the will to
believe in some higher power.

The answer to our present day problem
15 simple. If every parent realised his/her
responsibility to bring up his/her child
to be success in life let him/her educate the
child at home in morality, religion, humili-
ty, honesty; in short in Manasni. Gavasni
& Koonasni; and thus built up in him the
inner strength of character. E!H&l]j" meén
are inclined towards evil, and ¢vil 15 a
potent force. If there is wisdom in the
fatthful to resist evil. then it will go
away another way. Effort and labour
required would be felt natural to one’s
Ife. With the understanding, precepis
and example of parents wisdom- will come
natural and not felt as an imposition. But
the parents have neglected their children
entirely and left them to the school mas-
ters. School and University Education
was denied to a number of world leaders
yel they rose to eminence by sheer inner
strength. The home education will give
us moral strength, which will not fail us
when we meet with failures in our life
but it will then support us to strive, it will
make us united, it will make us wise, and
wisdom will bring us the humility to
accept the leadership of others. We will
then regain our time honoured status.

Once we are united let us establish our
communal schools and colleges which
may not be supported by our Government.
We will pay taxes demanded of us but we
will make our educational institutes such
model ones that other communities will
vie with one another to enter them. We



cshall welcome them and strengthen our
institutions financially by charging them
hizher fees as the Christian Schools &
Colleges do from non-Christians. We
must Construct houses and homes to
accommodate our families and students.
We must then built hospitals and then
co-operative insurance corporation for
relief work. Let us preserve and maintain
our identity as the Parsees, let us realise
that there i3 diversity in unity, and let us
compete with one another amongst our-
selves to excel in our character, which is
known as “Khandan.” Khandan is not
the result of school education. It is the
product of “Sanskar”, that is, good home
mfluence implanted over healthy heredity.
In money oriented world it acquired the
false meaning of affluent society; Khan-
dan was and is looked for in marriage and
wealth though it weighed was of secondary
consideration, ~~Many rich were poor in
character and many poor were rich in
character. Because of our flawless ways
the Parsees were once favoured in employ-
ment by foreigners and Indians alike half
a century ago. Let us start repairing our
character, let our mothers awake, and let
them make our children model children
for all communities once again. Instead of
disintegrating let us build up our umty
through character. We must and will co-
exist harmoniously, but without losing
our identity. Who could help us in re-
bulldine our neglected crumbling fortress
of v/ oecter, but our parents? There will
he as many teachers as there are mothers
and fathers, and let us star’ educating the
pacents in morality, as taught by our
relizon, and let them realise that secular
educalion and secular consti‘utions are
only means of co-existence and not ethical
laws. There are announcements every
Saturday in our Parsee papers of religious
classes held by Dasturji Daboo, Dasturji
Cutar and others. Let these classes be run
al suitable hours for mothers only so that
- the Dastur and the learned ones will create

0 many {eachers af one time.
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It will be worthwhile to gquote Dr.
Alexis Carrol who in his book “Man the
Unknown"” has this to say; “Modemn
society ignores the individual. It only
takes account of human beings. It believes
in the reality of the Universals and treats
men as abstractions. The confusions of the
concepts of individual and of human
being has led industrial civilisation to a
fundamental error, the standardisation of
men- If we were all identical, we could
be reared and made to live and work in
great herds, like cattle. But each one has
his own peérsonality. He cannot be treated
like symbol- Children should not be pla-
ced, at a very early age, in schools where
they are educated wholesale. As is well
known, most great men have been brought
up in comparative solitude, or have refused
to enter the mould of the School. They
ischools) also fill, in a certain measure,
the child’s need of contact with other
children. But education should be the
object of unfailing goidance. Such
guidance belongs ‘o the parents. They
alone, and more especially the mothers,
have observed, since their origin, the phy-
siological and mental peculiarities whose
orientation is the aim of education. Mod-
ern society has committed a serious mis-
take by entirely substituting the school
for the familial training. The mothers
abandon their children to the kindergarten
in order 'o attend to their careers, their
social ambitions, their sexual pleasures,
their literary or artistic fancies, or simply
to play bridge, go to the cinema, and
waste their time in busy idleness. They
are, thus, responsible for the disappearance
of the familial group where the child was
kept in contact with adulis and learned
a great deal from them. Young dogs
brought up in kennels with others of the
same age do not develop as well as pup-
pies free to run about with their parents.
It is the same with children living in a
crowd of other children, and with those
living in the company of intelligent adults-
The child easily moulds his physiological,
affective, and mental activities upon those
of his surroundings. He learns little from
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W children of his own age. When he is only
a unit he remains incomplete. In order to
8 reach his full strength, the individual
= requires the relative isolation and the
2 attention of the restricted social group
3 consisting of the family. The neglect of
individuality by our social institutions is,
,' likewise, responsible for the atrophy of the
adults, Man does not stand, without
'd'amagc, the mode of existence and the
E; uniform and stupid work imposed on fac-
' tory and office workers, on all those who
% take part in mass production. In the imm-
8 ensity of modern cities he is isolated and
® as if lost. He is an economic abstraction,

a unit of the herd. He gives up his indivi-

8 duality. He has neither responsibility
3 nor dignity. Above the multitude stand out
¥ the rich men, the powerful politicians, the

bandits. The others are only nameless
grains of dust- On the contrary, the indi-
vidual remains a man when he belongs
to a small group, when he inhabits a

B village or a small town where his relative
importance is greater, when he can hope
to become, in his turn, an influential
citizen. The contempt for individuality
8 has brought about its factual disappearan-
{ ce”. To reinstate individuality is our fresh

ideal

*
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LOFTINESS OF
ZOROASTRIANISM

by
Ervad Sam Framroze Antia

‘When I write about loftiness of Zoroas-
trianism 1 do not underrate any other
religion but just mention what is lofty and
ennobling in our religion. Every r:ﬁ ion
has its basic characteristics and its salient
features and here I attempt to concentrate
only on unique traits of Zoroastrianism.

Zoroastrianism is clear on evolution of
the Universe whose beginning is placed
in some far remote past in the time that
was limitless # yi«12 That can be consi-
dered as Era of the Drift of Time. There
was no measure of time as there was no-
thing in relation to which time could be
reckoned and there was nobody Lo even
think of reckoning or perceiving time.
That era of limitless time in formless
universe is called Zarvane-akarne in

Avasta.

The above meaningless drift of time
was ushured into some meaningful consi-
cious constructive Evolution by the Will
of God. With the first effort of evolution
in the making Time became a compara-
ble item in the Universe and time could
be conceived of within the limitation of
concept then prevailing—whatever that
be. That Era of Time whose limit at either
end could be conceived of is known in
Avasta as “Zarvane daregho Khodate” or
the Era in which the Will of God became
manifest—time became meaningful and
ceased to be a drift, which it was prior to
the Will of God operating on it.

It is a universal belief that sound waves
were the first waves to be operative on
avolution. Each religion speaks of its own
“Logos™ or the mantra word or words,
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whose sound has some mysterious cons-
tructive power- The Bible says “In the
beginning was the word (Logos). The word
was with God and the word was God"™.
OM is the energising logos of the Hindus.
Logos of Ahunavar, according to Zoroas-
trianism is the root logos of all subsequent-
ly logos.

Some form of contrast is necessary [or
appreciation or comparison, Hence from
the very beginning Dadar-Ahurmazd in
his infinte wisdom made contrast manifest
in Spena-meno as something protective to
and promoting good and - proliferating
pood aspects of creation and in  Ghena-
meno, the destructive energy that gloats
over dLgrupliu:rn and formlessness of and in
the Universe, They apparently look diffe-
rent and work in opposition. As in func-
tion s0 in form the contrast becomes
striking as in man and woman, night and
day, ebb and tide, heat and cold, Autumn
and Spring, land and sky- Out of contrast
came appreciation and the I Under-
lying universe became manifest in the
initial Triad of the Universal Supreme,
Ahuramazda, as the creator, the preserver
and the destroyer. In this Triputi Ahura-
mazda was Almighty and Creator—Beh-
man was the preserver, as a good know-
ledgeable mind was essential to cope with
infinite varieties of dangers. accidents and
incidents and Ardibehesht became the
agen! of Ahura Mazda’s might to smite
every kind of evil that pestered the univer-
s¢. He was to keep it clean and uncontam-
mated and to belp spread Ashoi. By
coopting four more a cabinet of seven
was formed, which is known as the cabinet
of seven Amesaspands. Each one of them

became the over-lord in his own province.
Ahuramazda took upon himself the onus
of preserving and training human beings.
Behman was assigned the care and concern
of the gospands (animals), Ardebehest be-
came the governing spirit over the resplen-
dent Fire and the glittering stars with
mite lo smite and straighten out all evils
of body mind and soul. Sherevar obtained
prerogative over the subterranean riches
of precious stones and all metals which are
now richer than fabulous riches. Asfan-
darmad assumed authority over the crust
surface of the land to its limited depth.
Khordad exercised patronage over water
and Amardad over vegetation.

This cabinet of seven never holds any
meetings and never passes laws. The law
of Asha is the law governing the Universe
as ordained by Ahura-Mazda and all the
Ameshaspands are of one mind and agree
at all times by reason of the Law of Asha
they all follow.

Each of the Amesaspands has a number
of Yazad collaborators and Fareshia
followers constituting together a group of
thirty three Fareshtas, who are helpful in
the orderly running of the Universe-

The original one and only Ahura-
Mazda started from within a numbers of
sparks of “Ahuraonghao” which all
going their own way are progressing and
performing the task of evolution.

To understand the Zoroastrian concepl
of Evolution one must study the philoso-
phy behind Gahambars “Gaha™ is time
and “Hambar” is collection. It therefore
means Time for celebrating and thanks
giving for all the collected bounties receiv-
ed from the Almighty.

Gahambers were very popular in an-
cient Iran and were celebrated with much
gusto. Those were the days when the rich
and the poor sel aside their differences and
mixed heartily without reserve or reserva-
tion. Even the King behaved like a com-
moner and everybody contributed one’s
own share that one could afford towards

meeting the expenses of the Ghamba
mcluding expenses of the Jashan Cere-
mony and of a feast on a common table
that followed thereafter. Personal contri-
butions made it a “fee-paid™ feast. Such
occasions increased brotherly feelings
and flostered mutual attachment when
Many an eénemy became friends again,
Such get-together increased in man the
desire to be mutually helpful during happy
and unhappy occasions in  the families
ol one another and more than anything
else turned religious beliel into staunch
conviction by willing acknowledgement
of man's indebtedness to God for his
bounties. In short it increased faith in
our religion (43id,4¥iq, %%41) Because those
who joined the congregation derived these
and other indirect benefits. The significan-
ce and popularity of Ghambars increased
very much and have survived uptil now
in the ceremony and social custom,

{lo be continued)
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Tishtrya Star:
the Star Sirius:

i

MAHYAR BYRAMIJI PATEL

“Rejoice! The harbinger or prosperity rises gloriously in the distant skv! The
virgin heaven has given birth to a herald star!”

“TISHTRIM YAZAMAIDE! TISHTRENYO YAZAMAIDE! . TISHTRIM
STAREM RAEVANTEM KHARENANGUHANTEM YAZAMAIDE!"

“We venerate Sirius! We venerate the associates of Sirius! We venerate the
radiant and glorious star Sirius!™

TISHTRYA, the star Sirius, is a star in
the constellation of Canis Major. In Later
Avesta, among the great luminaries in the
heavens, he ranks next to Hvare-khshaeta
the radiant Sun, and Maonghah the glim-
mering Moon,and 15 very closely associa-
ted with the stars Vanant, Satavaesa, and
Hﬂﬁjuiringn. The last two are regarded
as his acolytes. He is one of the stars that
has been personified as an object of praise
and reverence. as an angel and a Yazata.

The thirteenth day and the fourth
nonth of the Parsee Calendar are consec-
rated to him. The eignth Yasht (Hymn of
Praise), the Tir Yasht. is dedicated to him.
He is also mentioned reverently in the
{<horshed and Meher Nvaishes (Litanies),
as well as in some other passages of the
Later Avesta. However, he is nowhere
specifically mentioned by mame in  the
Crathas, although Zarathushira does point
out there, that the Stars do belong to the
fiood Creation of Ahura-Mazda, Who
alone has set their fixed and benevolent
paths based on the Laws of Asha.

Teshtar Tir has good and bright eyes
and glamourous body. He possesses the
seed of the waters, and is considered to be
the chief of all the stars- He is allied to
the Sanskrit *Tishya', which is a constella-
tion comprising three stars- In the Yasht

dedicated to him, he recalls to mind the
Vedic description of the batile between
Indra and the demon Vritra, for both
these stories depict the fight of the Deity
Tishtrya with Apaosh, Demon of Drought.
This astronomical deity is also known in
Enelish as the Dog-star. He is associated
with the coming of the rains by the Iran-
1ans, in common with the other Indo-
European people, who are the descendants
of the ancient Arvans

Ahura-Mazda, in His infinite mercy
created Tishtrya, the radiant and glorious
star of rain, for the fertility of the fields
and pastoral lands. All creation thirstily
await the rising of Tishtrya, for upon his
rising depends the coming of the life-
giving, fertilizing and wealth-producing
rain. He waters the arid lands and the
parched fields of the farmers. The gardener
longs for him for he brings him rich,
sweet-smelling and colourful foliage. Rich
harvests are reaped, when he blesses the
lands with his refreshing showers that
bring in abundance. The orchards and the
pastures brim full with their rich produce.
Bounty of nature satisfies men and beasts,
when Tishtrya smiles upon the lands.
Hail! Tishtrva! All earthly health, wealth
and prosperity come with Tishtrya-
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The Yasht dedicated to Tishtrya depicts
in detail how he moves to produce the
clouds, the rain and the sleet, and then
distributes these all over the anxiously
awaiting earth. His standing epithets are
‘Raevao’ the radiantly shining, and
‘Kharenanguhao® the full of glory. He is
relerred to as the fertihzer of the helds,
the provider of good and happy abodes
to men, and described as the pure and
white, the glittering, the health-giving, the
exalted and the one visible from alar. He
15 valiant and courageous, far-reaching
and efficient, and is the Supreme Lord over
all the other astral creations, just as Holy
Zarathushira 15 the Supreme Spiritual
Lord over all mankind. He is regarded as
worthy of sacrifice, invocation, propitia-
tion and glorification. And as is usoal
with almost all the composers of the
Yashts, this diety too is at times put almost
on an even fooling with Ahuora-Mazda
Himsell. This distinctly un-Zarathosh-
trian concept seems to run through the
entire gamut of the Yasht Literature. The
poetic composers of the Yashis have
unfailingly showns this weakness of not
knowng where to draw the line, when
dealing with the Celestial Beings and their
Creator, who is the One and the only-
without the Second or even the near-
Second.

Tishirya smites the wicked pairikas
{fairies), and like the victorious Behram
Yazaia (Avesta: Verethraghna), he assu-
mes dilferent forms when performing his
various aclivilies. Successively for the first
ten nights, he moves through the heavens
in the form of a young man, and for the
next ten nights in the form of the sturdy
bull. During the last ten nights of the
month, he wears the form of an attractive
white stallion- At the behest of Ahora-
Mazda, he traverses through the most
distant ends of the earth. The Arvans long
for his coming, for he pours to them
abundance removing the drought.

I8

When men become neglectful, and in
their indifference fail to oifer worship to
him, he carries his complaint to Ahura-
Mazda. He who is worthy of sacrifice,

invocation, libations and the Haoma, by
virtué of righteousness, will repay man-
kind, just as the other angels and other
spiritual beings do. with blessings of
heroic offspring. purity of the soul. rich
caltle and other bounties, when appeased.
propitizted, rejoiced and satisfied. When
thus invoked. bv the righteous. immedia-
Lely he will then hasten to their help [or a
single night, two nights, filty nichis, or i
necessary, even for a hundred nights. The
Aryan countries that invoke him shal
know no invasion, nor would any calamit:
or evil befall them. However, Tishtrva
grants the boons to his volary whether

beseeched for or not.

Apaosha is the demon of drought. wilh
whom Tishtrya is at war. The Tishirya
Yasht reveals how Apnosha works fo
withhold the rain. The wicked one holds
the gasping world in its evil clulch through
famine and drought- Apaosha appears in
the form of a terrifving black beast of a
horse, and assails the noble Tishirya, who
appears as a milk-white stallion. The
wicked one successfolly repels the good
Tishtrya, who has te flee from the mortal
combat. Tishtrya mourns his defeat, and
complains 1o  Ahura-Mazda that he has
lost the fight with the evil Apaosha,
because men no langer sacrifice to him,
as they do to the other celestial bemngs.
Had the invocation te him come in time.
he would have acquired the additional
strength and power ol 1én horses, ten
camels, ten oxen, ten mountains and ten
rivers, and thus powerfully armed would
have driven the evil Apaosha from the
field of combat.

Ahura-Mazda sees justification in this
complaint of Tishirva against erring man-
kind. and Himsell volunteers to offer
sacrifice to Tishtrya, and in so doing
imparts new strength and vigour to the
noble white stallion. Renewed with this
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mighty power and energy, Tishtirya
now atlacks the wicked Apaosha, and
ifter a terrifving second conflicl, succeeds
in driving oul the over-powering demon
of drought, and releases the life-giving
water from the burdened clouds, WATER
the parched Aryans lands, and
1zhtens the hearts of men, brings jov on
their faces, and glee in their eves. For a
enty in

their homes and lands, enoueh food for

full whole vear, there shall be p
their bodies, and wealth in their coffers.
Little wonder that men watch anxiously
and eagerly for the bright and glorious
T}l et i i S | r |

[ishirya, arising from the bosom of Vou-

rukasha sea.

From the above description, the careful
irace lhe. desp ImMpression

that MNature-Worship carved upon man's

observer will

minds n ancienl umes. The story ol
Tishtrva and Apaosha in the Yasht 15 the
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story of men scanning the skies for traces
of their MNature Grods. This fale most
probably goes back to the times when the
idea of a Monotheistic God had not been
acquired or sufficiently developed. Those
were the times when men sided with their
polytheistic gods in their battles against
the demons. They all lack the grandeur
of the sublime Monothesim of Holy Zara-
thushtra.

Tishtryva, 18 just one more divinity
coming in the pantheon of the Later
Avesia, probably coming down from the
times that preceded the advent of Zarathu-
shira. As we conlinue our comparative
study of the Gathic and Later Avesta, the
gulf between the two continues to widen.
The Later Avesta may be rich in lore and
beautilol in composifion. The Gatha is
sublime in concepl. The lormer conlains
Allegory, mylhology, traces of history,
man's aspirations, and the narrations of
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the heroic deeds of men and gods. The
latter contains only ihe Truth- But then,
Truth 2lons skall prevail, fo- that alone is
the very foundation upon which the Faith
of an Eternal Religion rests, Faith based
on the Eternal Verities. Nature worship-
pers shall always abound, and the story of
Tishirya and Apaosha shall not die out
till the day when men shall cease to require
the beneficent rain. But at the same time
there shall always be those very few, who,
under all trials and tribulations shall con-
tinue to lift their hands and hearts to
Ahura-Mazda alone, and being of one
accord with their Blessed Prophet, shall
fall on their knees before Ahura-Mazda
alone and sing in their mighty voice:
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“Tat Thwa peresa eresh moi vaocha
Abura:......... Kas na khveng starem cha
2t advanem?”

“This would [ know, tell me truly, O!
Ahura: who laid down the path of the sun
and the stars?

and then give the bold and true reply:

“Azem Toi aish pouruyo fravoivide,
Vispeng anveng manyeush spasva
dvaeshangha!™

“1 know You to be the Creator of all.
All the rest do I denounce with all my
heart!™
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References In Farvardin Yasht to Chaos and Cosmos

P. N, TAVARIA

Several paragraphs in Fravardin® Yasht
refer to the Great Chaos in the pre-cosmo-
genesis world, and to the Cosmos estab-
lished thercafter by Ashaunam Fravashis
by their blessings, These paragraphs are
l:-l-:fj and 5358 In (ibid). " 57-58 it is
stated:

(57 “We worship the good, strong,
beneficent Fravashis of the fﬂithl’l.ﬁ,
who showed their paths to the stars,
the moon, the sun and the endless
lights, that had stood before for a
long time in the same place, without
moving forwards, through the opp-
ression of the Daevas, and the
assaults of the Daevas.”

1581 “And mow they move around in
their far-revolving circle for ever,
till they come to the time of the good
restoration of the world.™ (S.B.E-
Vol. XXIII).

The Ahunavar plan for the creation of
the Universe is rendered standstill in  the
Gatva, the place or region away from
the centre of light: Urvans (lights with
deficiency of divine knowledge) had fled
there owing to the predominance of the
Drvao clung to them, which (Drvao) has
the propensity of runmning away from the
centre of light. Since these Urvans at that
stage knew only opposition, there was no
attraction or peace among them, but cease-
less feuds raged in the Gatva, Hence those
Urvans are referred to as  “Daevanam’,
demons. Owing to such ceaseless dissen-
sions the of the Ahunavar plan
could not proceed further in its operation.

In the above paragraph (37) "Daevanam
-theshanghat' oppression of the Deavas,
and Daevanam-dramohu’, assaults of the
Daevas point 1o Chaos. Due to Chaos, the
stars, the moon, the sun and the endless
lights were motionless and devoid of light
resulting in Chaotic darkness. Thereafter
when  Ashaunam Fravashis showered
their Manthra-Spenta benedictions on the
Urvans, and simultaneously awakened the
Baodangh, (lights with perfect divine
knowledge) that the tendency of opposi-
tton turned into one of attraction, and
the standstill condition changed into that
of motion, and the luminaries started on
their course of endless revolutions Which
will go on 1ill Frasho-kereti, when Renova-
tion of the souls will finally be achieved
as stated in par. 52; in other words till
Dirvao, wickedness of the souls will be
completely transmuted inlo Gao, blissful-
ness, resulting in the Cosmos.

In the description of the pre-cosmo-
genesis world it is stated that the intense
depravity of the demons caused the stars
and other heavenly bodies to remain
standstill and to remain in darkness.
Thereupon Anhuma raised his plaint 1o

his ‘mother’ Paourva Fravashi, whose
Manthra Spenta benedictions turned the
Chaos into Cosmos, as we find today-

In the hostile Armenian and Syriac wri-
tings in the past ages, Eznik, the chiefl of
those hostile writers, presents the above
facts in the following basest language with
a view to create derision against the
Zoroastrian Faith and offend the Persians.
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“When (Ahriman) saw...that Ohrmazd
had created beautiful creatures, yel
knew not how to create light, he took
counsel with the demons, and said—
“what benefit hath Ohrmazd? for he
has created such beautiful creatures,
yet they remain standstill in darkness, and
he knew not how to create the light? But
if he were wise, he would go in unto
his mother, and the Sun would be born as
his son, and he would have intercourse
with his sister, and the Moon would be
with his sister, and the Hoon would be
born.' And he charged (them) that not
one (of them) should betray his thought.
A Demon, Mahmi, having heard this,
came before Ohrmazd with all sp-ocd
and betrayed that thought to him.”

In connection with the above quotation
from Eznik, Prof. Zachner observes
(“Zurvan™ p. 147) :

“The fullest account of the creation of

the luminaries according to the Maz-

dean is to be found in the second chap-

ter of Bundahishn. It is simple and

straightforward, and knows nothing of

}Ehe _gubinus complexities retailed by
znik.”

The learned Professor in his innocence
does not know that Eznik's reference to
luminaries being “in darkness” relates to
the period of Chaos caused by the demons
{Yt. 13, 57) discussed above, while the
“second chapter of the Bundahishn™
relates to that of Cosmos. Moreover, in
Emik’s quotation ‘Anhuma’ is misread as
‘Ohramazd’ since both terms have the
commaon spelling in  Pahlavi, We have
shown in the description of the pre-
Cosmo-genesis world that Anhuma want-
ed to carry his plaint to his mother
Paourva Fravashi, but not finding her
near by, he ‘doubted’ as stated in the
penultimate paragraph of Dr- Chiniwalla’s
quotation under the head “Anhuma enter-
tains doubts in himself” in that description.
So Eznik says “if he were wise, he would
go...... unto his mother” which though
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depicts his perversity, yet correctly refers
to the period of Chaos that preceded the
Cosmos, which Prof. Zachner could not
understand in the absence in him of the
knowledge of Khshnoom.

*Afratat Kushi’,
Unmanifest Logos.

(Yt. 13, 53).
“We worship the good, strong, benefi-
cent Fravashis of the faithful, who show
beautiful paths to the waters made by
Mazda, which had stood before for a
long time in the same place without
flowing.” (S. B. E. Vol. XXIII),

Here “Afratat Kushi® translated as “had
stood...... in the same place without flow-
ing’ referes to the ‘unmanifest logos'.
Afratat-Kushi literally means “did not
move out of Kushi'. Kushi means pit or
spring. According to the former meani
Vacha or the Logos, the word-divine an
the Plan embodied in the same had, as it
were, fallen in a pit, from which it could
not proceed or progress till Fravashi sho-
wered her blessings. Il Kushi means spring,
it applies to Khao Afrazyamna, literally,
the spring or the Fountain-Source of Eter-
nal Freshness expounded in the beginning
of the description of Pre-cosmo-genesis
world. It can then mean that the Plan for
bringing the Universe into being was
arrested in that ‘Khao' (spring) till “Ashau-
nam Fravashi’ came to il rescue-

With regard to ‘Apam Mazdadatanam’
literally rendered in philology as “waters
made by Mazda', it may be explained that
‘waters’ represent ‘Urvans’, lights with

. deficiency of divine knowledge desiined
" to be exiled and trailed down to "Nisti’ ie.

the vast evanescent world (or the spacel,
in varying ethereal vestures or to the earth
in physical garb for their emancipation.
“Mazda-data’ is a technical term meaning
the immutable fundamental law of Infold-
ment of Spirit (soul) into matfer, accord-
ing to which human beings and other
creatures take birth in this material world.

The inconceivable height of the 8th heaven
of the zodiac, which is the sidereal Home
of all the souls is allegorically regarded as
the top of a high mountain {Mt. Alborz)
wherefrom Urvans trail down like waters
gliding down to the earth. (In *Mazda-
data’ as in "Abhura-data’. ‘data’ does not
mean ‘made by', but “law™.) - Ahura-data
means the deified law of Unfoldment of
Spirit (soul) from Matter, when the soul
becomes Evil-free). ‘Beautiful paths'—
‘Brirao patho"—are the illumined paths of
the five main religions of the world for
the emancipation of Urvans, souls, each
religion and its respective Law-giver be-
ing under the infleence of one of the five
planets, viz, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mer-

cury and Saturn, the remaining two-Sun,
and Moon being the transitional stages
after death from one religion to the other-

Thus the paragraph means that Ashau-
nam Fravashis (a compound technical
term) ‘removed the impediment of the
Chaos by her blessings, and opened up
the way for the progress of the law of
Mazdadata, according to which Urvans,
souls, are led to the évanescent world (the
Space) or the material world for their
emancipation through different Faiths,
and through repetitions of death and birth
till Frasho-kereti, i.e. Renovation is att-
ained, according to the wish of Ahura-
Mazda and Ameshaspends.;
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“DIANA CLEANING PASTE”

For Spotlsss Cleaning, Washing, Cooking Utenails, Crockery, Cutlery,
Glasswork, Enamelware, Marble, Tiles, Metal, Floors, etc.

Free Delivery From COLABA To MAHIM. Phone or Drop A CARD.

PACKINGS.—
2500 Kp. Tin 300 Kgv Tin
600 Kge Tin 150 Kg Tin

DIANA S0AP CO.

Sussex Road, Byculla, BOMEAY-27. DD.
Phone: 373799
Also available at all Leading Stores.

Distributors :
G. ATHERTON & CO. (P, LTD.
BOMBAY-1 BE.

KOSANGAS COMPANY

O>0 0OOM M®KC

The clean, sale and efficieni Domestic and Industrial fuel
with KOSANGAS SAFETY HAT

Your neighbour has it why oot you ?
Sole Agents .

KOSANGAS COMPANY.

Bombay and Poona Distributors
THE NATURAL GAS CO. PVT. LTD.
53/57 Laxmi Buildings, Sir P. Mehta Rd.. Bombay-1.
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‘THARSA'

FOR EXTERMAL WEE OHMHLY

Tharsa is 75 yesrs old preparation
eiefil for Cramps, Paln in Jodnts
and Bones, Swelling of Jaing,
51 Meck, Backsche. Bodyachs
due va Cold, Spraint and Stralng
of Muscles and Tendans.

TRARSA MANUFACIURING £0,

Sol= Selling Agents:
B. A. & BROTHERS (BOMBAY) PVT. LTD.
$8, PRIMNCESS STREET, BOMBAY L

B. A. & BROTHERS (EASTERN) PYT. LTD.

&, Clive Row, CALCUTTA  Suariom Rosd, PATHA
Panbazar, GALHAT], A5TAH
Baxi Buzar, CUTTACE, QRELA

““Zoroastrian Credo”’

A Book for every home by Gool K. 5.
Shavaksha, A very simple translation
in English of the Gathas, Daily Prayers
and the Life of Zoroaster with simple
essay explaining our religion to the
children. Rs. 5/- Available at N, M.
Tripathi and from the Author, 43 New
Marine Lines. Bombay—I1.
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HAPPY NAVROZ TO ALL

‘NAVROZ’

Now and on the occasion of the
Sumshedi Navroz Day “NAVROZ", the
ome and the only Gujarati weekly of
Calcutta will be walking on the Golden
Sands having completed its fifty years of
publication, experiencing vicissitudes and
overcoming them one by one to be fortu-
nate to celebrate its Golden Jubliee in
December, 1967. NAVROZ ! Parsiana,
your three year old toddler, remembers
you, revives your history, admires vour
grit, learns a lesson of perseverance from
you and sends you ali the good wishes
prayed for on vour Jubiles occasion and
kept back for delayed despatch now, in
this issue, which is nearer in point of time
1o NAVROZ, the harbinger of Universal
joy.

This Gujarati weekly of Calcutta has
made a mark. All Gujaratis and Gujarati
speaking communities, such as the Parsis
had come forth to make the celebration of

Navroz Golden Jubilee a memorable occa-
sion and they have done it.

Under the Chairmanship of Mr. Raman-
bhai Shah, the General Manager of the
United Commercial Bank a very influen-
tial committee was formed, which success-
fully completed the task in hand fixing a
well-deserved feather in the cap of Navroz
management.

Hon, Shri Hitendra Desai. Chief Minis-
ter of Gujarat, came all the way to take
part in the celebrations.

“NAVROZ” was started in 1917 by
Late Mr. Eduly Kanga ol Navsari, whose
admirable persistence alone could give
this publication its life and longivity. At
one time it lingered on, later to make it
survive and thereafter 1o make it blossom
forth as the mouth-piece of Gujarati
speaking groups of Bengal, who are grate-
{ul to this publication for supplying good
and sound reading matter consistently for
half a century. For all fifty years Navroz
has been managed by members of Kanga
famly, whom all congratulate on Navroz
festival,

i
COLOUR ADVISORS AND PAINT CONTRACTORS, 5,
PEDDER ROAD, BOMBAY-g8.
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KAIKHUSHRU

The Third King of

Kaikhushru, according to wvarying
accounls, is the son of Shiavux or grand-
son of Shiavux through his daughter
Visnan-Iria. By oné account he is the
posthumous son of Shiavux, who was
Killed by Karsivaj, a brother of Afrashiab
and fearing massacre of herself and her
expected child she fled into a mountain
hide-out, where Kaikhushru was born.
His identity was kept a secret until Gev
and Gudarz with the help of Rustom
brought the mother and child back to
Iran. Misunderstanding in the above
matter is due to the use of the word
“Kaine”, which means both daughter and
vengeance { ¥i41) and many scholars
prefer the interpretation of revenge as it
was a common practice of the time. But
the name of the wife of Shiavax was
Firanghiz and how this confusion has
occured is difficult to clanfy. According to
Bundehshn Vispanfriva was a daughter of
Afrashiab.

There was competition for throne
between Khushru and Fariburz. King
Kaikaoos deputed both of them to conquer
the Fort of Behmandez belonging to
Turanians. He gave both of them equal
number of soldiers and equipment and
money. The Fort of Behmandez was situ-
ated in AZARBAIJAN (the land of Fire).
it is said that a spark of fire came on the
mané and the ear of the hors¢ Khushru
was riding. Its light impelled Khushro to
set up a fire-temple, which he did and
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Kaiyanian Dynasty

named 1t Adar Goshasp Atash Kadeh.
Likewise from minor happenings Kings of
thoss days used (o s&t up Atash Kadeh.
Jamshid built Atash Kadeh “Frobak™ and
King Gustasp built Atash Kadeh *Buorzin
Meher”,

Khushro conquered the Fortress of
Behman Kadez and was elected the King
of Iran.

Khushru and his mother prepared for
revenge on Afrashiab and there were con-
stant fightings between Iran and Turan.
Iren succeeded and Rustom deputed by
Iran ruled Turan for seven years with an
iron hand.

Behmandez was a horrible fortress with
fires ranging constantly around it (in
Azarbaijan) and the atmosphere was
unbearably hot and the wind that blew
was equally scorching hot. Many soldiers
d'ed of heat-stroke. If approached too
close the fire around created an optical
illusion and the fortress seemed to vanish.
Nothing and nobody could be seen inside
the fortress. Fariburz and Tus waited for
a week and went back as no enfrance
could be seen or located.

Khushru with Gudarz and Gev decided
to conquer it. Khushru dreamt that if he
fixed the name of Ahura Mazda on his
spear and marched on with pravers on his
lips fire will recede and get lost. All three
did this and made a success of their ven-

ture. Firdausi gives the description of its
interior and it s believed that Behman-
dez mav have been a huge Atash Kadeh.
As it is situated between the twio mouont-
ains Ardbil and Ardlal, their names also
suggest fire. It is also believed that it was
situated on a live volcano.

In the time of Kaikhushru idolatry was
practised in Azarbaijan and Khushru
destroved both the cult and the idols.

Pulavand dev gave a fight to Rustom
and restored Afrashiab in Turan. Rustom
also had 1o fight Akvan dev. Akvan dev
was notorious for carrying away horses.
Ordinary weapons could not injure
Akvan. Rustom gotl exhausted striking
him with sword, spear, gurz or arrow. He
left his horse in open and fell fast asleep.
Akvan unearthed the entire area around
Rustom and carrving the whole piece with
Restom threw him in the sea, from which
Rustom managed to escape. He saw his
“Raksh” horse in the midst of Turanian
horses so he drew the whole lot towards
Iran. In the way he met Akvan. He threw
4 lasso round his neck, caught him, chop-
ped off his head and presented it to the
King.

Turanians were finally defeated. Though
Firdausi describes all the battles and
wars with one Afrashiab it 15 believed
that the name applied 10 the whole family
with several descendants, ;

Kaikhushru ruled for sixty years and
then went into voluntary seclusion. He
spid “one soul cannot serve Llwo masters.
1 have no heart for this world. 1 dreami
last night that my end is near and 1 devote
myself entirely to the service of God. If

I miss this opportunity 1 may not get
another. All that 1 was seeking 1| have
secured.”

He appointed his son Lohrasp as his
successor, Gave Jabul and Kabul to Rus-
tom, made Gudarz Prime Minister, ap-
pointed Gev commander of his army and
gave Khorasan to Tur. Kaikhushru was a
pious soul and is remembered in prayers.

*
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Pheroz Sorabji Gazdar

Phiroz Sorabp Gazdar, who died at the
ripe old age of 89 years on 25th February,
1968, was a social worker of the first
order, who did so much for putting joy
into the hearts of the poor and the down-
trodden. He was one who always wore a
cheerful countenance, indicating happy
mood confirming in real hfe the Loroas-
trian touch “of happiness to him who
makes others happy”. He earned and spent
liberally on poor and took great delight
in organising funclions, trips, cruises and
several such other get-togethers that the
middle class may get all the advantages
of happy evenings at less cost, and he
himself paid fees of the deserving poor
and some of his personal guests.

He was of religious temperament and
kindly nature. He arranged distribution
of grains, milk and clothes to the poor,
[or which he exerted personal influence in
securing good cloth direct from mills. He
also ran a fair price shop of Parsi clothes
in the Central Bank Building where the
ill- affording paid less and the afrurdma
ones paid fair price.

In_olden days when Colaba had open
beach he pitched tents or a Shamiana on
Ava Mah and Avan Roz that the respec-
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table Parsi families may offer prayers in
comlort and decorum. This was quite an
occasion sixty years ago now when the
residual old Parsis came to the seashore
in red ijar (loose pyjama type of silk pant),
white dagh and shining paghdi with
whiskers, moustaches and flowing beards.
Women accompanying them wore long
sieeves, knee-long Sadra and always cove-
red their head with matha-bana (white
coiton head cover).

Cotton was his passion and his business.
He was connected with cotton trade from
1904. In 1911 he went to Japan and re-
turned with business contract for Mitsui
Bushen Kaisha's local cotton trade. In
1913 he opened Bombay Cotton Company
which traded with Europe and Japa
His in!egrit].' in trade carried him a Eung
way in business. Colleagues and compe-
titors respected him and often sought his
gu:danl:t and willingly accepted his arbi-
tration in disputes: He was connected
either as Trustee, President or active
member with a score of Zoroastrian Insti-
tutions. Wherever he went he carried his
smile and his sincerity—they may be with
him now in Garud&man
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K. BOMANJI & SONS

Sandalwood Dealers ( Retailer and Wholesaler )
DADYSETH AGIARY
DR DADABHAI NAOROJI ROAD, FORT,
BOMBAY-I.
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M's. Dhanphhal Naoroji Cooper & Sons
&

M|s. Eruchsha Cooverji Cooper

78-80, Kika Street. ( Gulalwadi } Bombay 4,
Telephone; 333759

Pioneer Makers of quality teak wood Tubs, Barrels,

asks & Vats
OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO:
Chemicals and Dyes Industries
Pharmaceutical Concerns
Manufacturers of Pickles, Vinegar, Wines
and Spirits.
Hotels
Laundries
Gardeners
Ila tinl to _your nld tuhl and tr:.rr-h |: our im:llltl:'r

“GASMAMNTLES"

C. 5. POCHEE & SON

ESTD. 1884

SHOWROOM and FACTORY:
585, Chirs Bazar, Girgaum Road, Bombay L

Oa Approced List of Suppliers to:

GOVERNMENT, RAILWAYS,
MUNICIPALITIES

AMD
LOCALUNIONBOARD

Mannfaelarers of :
FAMOUS POCHEE WONDER KITSOM LAMPS, LAMTERMNS, MAMTLES,
REGAL STOVES, BLOW LAMPS AMD PARTS

Lot L o Tl o g Dl T T T M P P P T P P P et ra e b

e s e T T T

L | | L e | A ) R



Jehanbux Bomanshah Vachha

Jehanbux Vachha was a man of many
parts. He was journalist, author, literary
man, Sangitkar and Kirtankar all in one.
He had a wide range of literary pursuits
particularly in Gujarati. He was a genuine
lover of the language and a true devotee
of it. About ten years ago he collected
from various sources Gujarali original
manuscripts and first editions of famous
Gujarati publications and exhibited them
in Jehangir Art Gallery. Amongst them
were specimens of Khordeh Avasta, some
hand written and some lithographs of over
a century old,. For many vyears he was
Hon, Secretary of Parsi Lekhak Mandali
(society of Parsi Avthors). He was very
well-versed in the History of the Parsis-
He loved writing and those who wrote and
was ever eager to help budding authors
and was anxiously working to bring out
unpublished writings of famous Parsi
authors. In recent years he was engaged
in collecting odd, queer and omt of the
way words in Gujarati and was working
on deciphering their meanings and tracing
their origin with a view to publish them
with their explanation as a Sort of Dic-

tionary of quaint Gujarati words. He
was doing this on the suggestion of Shri
Kannaiyalal Munshi. It may be an
assignment of which 1 am not sure,

As 4 journalist he worked for many
years in the “Times of India” and for
some time in Kaiser-i-Hind. Besides that
he was a good free-lance and had many
contracts which he fed regularly with his
articles. sketches ete, and they were
popular with the reading public, He tra-
velled throughout India and entertained
people with appealing Kirtans wherever
he went.

He was studying and looking towards
Communal problems with deep sym-
pathy and was sincere to all of them. He
had. a large gircle of friends from all
Communities and a number of social
groups. who always craved for his enter-
taining music, Kirtans and a. fund of
ancedotes he could relate extempore, May
his soul rest in peace. To know him was
P.B. W.

some education.
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P. N. Mehta Education Trust
RUNS

Boys’ Town
NASIK

We invite attention of parents to this famous Boarding Scheol
for boys of all ages and all communities.

Efficient staff

Individual attention

Hygienically wholesome diet
Opportunity for out—door sports
Open—air games

Care of health

Building of character along
with sound education

The late Sheth P. N. Mehta’s Munificence
HAS MADE BOYS' TOWN A MONUMENTAL EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION OF REPUTE.

( Concessions to Parsee Students will be considered by the Trustees )

Inquiries—Mr, Bejon N. Desai, m.a, 8T principal
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UNITED MOTORS (INDIA) LIMITED

AUTHORISED DEALERS OF
TATA MERCEDES BENZ TRUCKS AND BUS CHASSIS
for
BOMBAY - THANA - KOLABA and RATMNAGIRI
DISTRICTS IN MAHARASHTRA

Jobs of Servicing, Repairs, Complete

Overhauling of Engines Undertaken.

Efficiency and Good Workmanship is
the Motto of the Work-Shop.

WORKSHOP - AT ARTHUR BUNDER ROAD, COLABA
BOMBAY=5. (NEAR RADIO CLUB.)
TELEPHOMNES: 211031, 212881

Spare Parts Sales Depot and Car-Workshop
AT 39 HUGHES ROAD.

TELEPHONES 357616/357617 /357611
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TATA
MERCEDES-BENZ



