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READERS’ FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box B892,
Bombay 400001. Letlers are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

“Gujarati journalism”
The recent series of articles on “Gujarati
journalism™ has overlooked one very
important publication probably because
the learned author Dr Ratan Marshall
was not aware of it

For the information of your readers |
would like to bring to your attention the
fact that in October 1901, my maternal
grandmother, the late Meherbanoo
Pherozeshah Adenwala -
published the first maga-
zine in Gujarati, specially
oriented to women, called
Sarasvari. 1 am not very
sure how long the publica-
tion remained in existence
but I have with me in well
preserved condition ap-
proximately 15-20 copies
of the magazine.

The magazine carried
all sorts of articles related
o domestic situations, ro-
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Ademwalla: published the Gujarari
mgazine Sarasvati for women

mantic stories, elc along with quite a few

advertisements amongst which 1 also

found an advertisement from my pater-

nal grandfather who had started the first
bicycle shop in the whole of Gujarat.

JEHANGIR R. J. CAMA

Ahlmedabad

“*No prohibition’ to...”
| refer to the excellent article by Capt
Hormazdiar 1. M. Desai, **No prohibi-
tion" to conversion,” and applaud
Parsiana forthe courageto printit (June
2003). For the last 40 odd years | have
been banging my head against the wall of
the Parsi Zarathushtis' ethno-religio
egocentricism over this issue. | was very
heartened that a person of Desai's cali-
bre and gumption could see beyond the
protruding Parsi nose. To date | cannot
comprehend how the Parsis could claim
that the Prophet emerged just for them
== and that God’s light,
Khodai ni neor, shone off
their faces only!

A person who studies
the Prophet’steachings and
decidestofollow His word,
is completely free to do so,
evenifapriestdoesordoes
not perform the navjote.
The navjotes and baptisms
into a faith are only trim-
mings designed by the
priestly class 1o continue
their stranglehold on the

community. Forthe question arises, who
ordained the very first priest? Was there
a priestly class before that 1o underiake
this ordination?

In this respect [ am in full agreement
with your reader Kersee Kabraji (“Reso-
lution refrain,” Readers” Forum, Par-
stana, June 2003) on the subject of
priests. Forget them, [ say.

Your July issue onthe Rivayars states,
“If a wife of a Behdin commits adultery
with a Behdin, the former should be put
to death, etc.” What of the man who is
alsoa party to the adultery. He can goon
with his merry way frolicking with all the
women? The Rivavars also mention,
“Food cannot be cooked in pots manu-
factured by juddins. If such a pot is
polished and tinned by the Zoroastrians,
then this will do only out of helpless-
ness.” Do you have Parsi kallaiwallas?
Until the Tatas start making such cook-
ing pots for the Zoroastrians, the Parsis
in India and abroad seem to be immers-
ing themselves in someunforgivable sin!

KERSI RUSTOMJ

Australia

Resolution refrain

I am glad that three of our priests have
seen Lhe light to a limited extent. How-
ever they need to explain why they favor
the Parsi fathers. At one time, in male
dominated India of decades ago, that
was just a legal ruling. However there is
no basis in science to think that the
children of Parsi mothers are any less
than the children of Parsi fathers. A basic
knowledge of genetics tells you that the
child inherits equally from both parents.
The children of one Parsi parent, whether
mother or father should be welcomed by
them, as they already are welcomed by
the community at large.

The children are not born with any
religion so there is no question of con-
verting them, just starting them off with
the Zarathushti religion and Parsi ethni-
city, if both parents are of one accord on
this matter. JIAMSHED R, UDVADIA

Lansing, Michigan, USA

“Do not believe anything on the author-
ity of either priests or teachers. What-
ever accords with your experience and
after thorough investigation agrees with
your reason and is conducive to your
own welfare and that of all other living
beings, that you accept as truth and live
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accordingly,” was the message of
Gautama Buddha,

Bertrand Russell, a noted philoso-
pher held that: “Some very important
virtues are more likely lobe found among
those who reject religious dogmas than
among those who accept them.”

Over the centuries our priests have
filled our lives with all manner of rituals
and customs, so much sothat we seem to
be pushing our Prophet's concepts to the
background.

We socialize with non-Parsis, eatand
drink with them, share our joys and sor-
rows but refuse to let them participate in
ourreligious practices. This vicious prac-
tice of social apartheid must be removed.
We are no holier than any parjaar (non-
Zoroastrian); many of us are worse in
fact.

We Parsis should decide what we
want or do not want. No priests can
assume the prerogative to do so. Reli-
gion is a personal equation between a
Zoroastrian and Ahura Mazda. Let us
keep it that way.

All priests should be employees of
anjumans or the punchayets under writ-
ten contract so thatitis the Parsi commu-
nity which controls the priests and not
the other way around. Such a contract
must include a clause which debars a
priest from stating anything orally orin
writing what s considered by the anjuman
to be detrimental to any living being.
Any priest who infringes thisclause must
be removed from service for “undesir-
able activity.” We will of course con-
sider the advice of priests but will accept
only what is good for the welfare of all
living beings.

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet should
organize a computerized data base of all
priestsin the community. The datashould
include name, age, state of health, edu-
cation and religious qualifications,
whether involved in any police case/
litigation, personal deportment, etc. All
dismissals must be reported to the data
base. This will help the anjumans in
selecting good priests. Anjumans will
also do well to select their trustees with
care. Trustees must declare in writing
their assets, their education qualifica-
tions, whether involved in any police
case or litigation,

We need to review all our rituals and
customs so that irrelevant, obscurantist
items are discarded. A community poll
should be taken on their retention/dis-
missal.

Burning fire 24 hours aday, 365 days

4 Parsiang September 2003

a year does not bestow any sanctity toan
agiary. Ituses enormous quantity of wood
which denudes the forest cover of our
planet. The fire produces smoke and
poisonous gases that choke our lungs
and hurt our eyes.

How can the boi practice maintain the
sanctity of a structure we call an agiary?
The boi is probably an invention of our
priests to justify their perpetual employ-
ment. We believe that our prayers create
power through vibrations. We need o
pray in our spoken language. Total si-
lence should be maintained during reli-
gious ceremonies 1o show some respect
for the performing priests and also not to
disturb people who want to pray.

Our traditional system of dakhmen-
ashini is unworkable due to absence of
birds, and the ritual of showing the body
to a dog to establish final death or some
such obscure reason makes a mockery of
our intelligence.

When Zarathushtra began his preach-
ing there were no Zoroastrians, It was
when the parjaars embraced his teach-
ings that Zoroastrianism was born,
Zarathushtra did not place any cut off
date after which no more parfaats can
join the faith.

Our customs promote the intake of
nirang (consecrated bull’s urine) by Zo-
roastrians o make us “pure.” May 1
suggesttoour priests to replace the urine
with Scotch whisky and annoint this lig-
uid with the non-stop prayers by a bat-
tery of priests? I am sure we will all be
happy and demand one for the road on
every occasion we are required to sip
this sacred liguid,

L1 Col (Rewd) K. G, JALNAWALA
Ahmednagar

The Parsi creed
While delivering his judgement in the
Best Bakery case, Judge H. M. Mahida
said, “Parsis progressed without creat-
ing any hurdles to any caste or commu-
nity. Evenas the (Parsi) community prac-
tised its religion, it inculeated the spirit
of nationalism. We all should learn from
this community.”
Brig (Read) NOSHIR GRANT
Poona

Zoroastrian traits

The most stubborn person [ know is a
Zoroastrian. The most competitive per-
son I know is a Zoroastrian. The most
boring person I know is a Zoroastrian,
The most quarrelsome person 1 know is
aZoroastrian. The mostimpractical per-

son [ know is a Zoroastrian, The most
arrogant person | know is a Zoroastrian.
The most fussy person | know is a Zoro-
astrian. The loudest person I know is a
Zoroastrian,

Asaresult of centurics of inbreeding,
there is a real risk of genetic and other
defects in Zoroastrians. A friend of mine
reckons that I am the most self-opinion-
ated person he knows. [ too am a Zoro-
astrian! NARIMEHTA

Harrow, UK

It’s all in the blood

Your readers may find the following
medical information in the April 2003
issue of Science Reporter quite interest-
ing:
Karl Landsteiner identified three
blood groups known as the ABO system
in 1905. His studies had indicated that
blood transfusion of a different group
into a person led to fatal agglutination or
clumping of red blood cells. In 1940, the
Rh system was discovered, and since
then a number of minor groups like T
and T have been discovered.

Since then researchers have found
some associations between the ABO
blood group system and propensity to
disease.

A Group: Greater tendency for hang-
over, for cancer of stomach and colon,
for bleeding, for thrombosis, serum cho-
lesterol level and myocardial infarction.

B Group: Greater tendency for def-
ecation, impulsiveness, antisocial and
criminal activity, for leprosy, Strepto-
coccus Pneumonia, E. Coli and Salmo-
nella infections,

O Group: Greater tendency for hav-
ing good teeth, for peptic ulcer, for throm-
bosis, serum cholesterol level and myo-
cardial infarction, forinfectious diseases
like plague, cholera, mumps and Helio-
bacter Pylori. Lesser tendency for can-
cer and lesser strength of character and
personality.

It was originally thought that these
associations were only statistical corre-
lations, but one explanation is that the
different blood groups have different
antigens associated with them which may
make them receptive to certain microbes
or confer immunclogical properties.

It has also been pointed out in the
article that these studies do not indicate
that other groups enjoy blanket immuni-
ties from these maladies, and adds that
the old saying that “blood is thicker than
water” has wider connotations than once
believed. Dr P. D SUNAVALA
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Mozart and Zoroaster
During the recent rehearsals for The
Magic Flute 1 was first intrigued and
then obsessed by the character Sorastro
who plays the high priestof the temple in
the opera. By researching this character
and the opera furtheritis fairly clear that
Mozart derived the name Sorastro from
that of Zoroaster, the founder of our
faith.

However the
story does not end
with a mere twist or
imitation of the
name. On reading
through the opera it
is quite clear, o me
at least, that Mozart
was more than
aware of the basic teachings of our
Prophet when he wrote this opera. How
else can you reconcile Sorastro’s asso-
ciation throughout the opera with truth,
light and reason?

The principal characters have to un-
dergothe ordeal of fire and water during
their initiation ceremony and in the final
scene the queen of the night and her
court (representing darkness, untruthand
evil — characteristics of the destructive
spirit Angra Mainyu) are overcome by
Die Strahlender Sonne which means the
sun's golden radiance or light,

Surely it defies logic to suggest that
Mozart could have written this inspired
piece of music and associated Sorastro
with truth, light, radiance, nature and
reason without some basic knowledge of
the teachings of Lord Zoroaster?

The opera has often been considered
an allegory of freemasonry and it is true
that Mozart was acommitted freemason.
However the striking similarities between
the message of Sorastro and Zoroaster
also make me wonder if the great com-
poser was aware, not just of the name of
our great Prophet, but also his message.

NOSHIR J. KHAMBATTA
Crawley Down. UK

Virtues in women

In the post Avestan and in the Sasanian
era, most women had some or most of
the basic qualities men generally look
for. The quotations from our scriptures
given below are culled from one of the
best books I have been privileged toread
— Zoroastrian Ethics —abook authored
by a Gujarati gentleman Maganlal A.
Buch, printed at Baroda in 1919, Buch
was a Fellow, Seminar for the Compara-
tive Study of Religions, established in
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the Baroda College by His Highness the
Maharaja Sayaji Rao Gackwad —amost
progressive, capable, forward looking
and practical ruler with great foresight
and plenty of vision.

The Iranian girls used to pray to Vayu:
“Grant us this, O Vayu, who dost work
highly, that we may find a husband,
young and beautiful of body, who will
treat us well all life long, and give us
offspring; awise, learned, ready-tongued
husband (Yasht xv, 403" O thou
Pouruchista, O thou young daughter,
him they will give thee as thy husband
who is most devoted to the Good Mind,
1o Righteousness and to Mazda (Yasna
LIL3);" “Marry your daughter 1o an
intelligent and learned man [Andarz-i-
Atarpat-i-Maraspand (AnAIM) 7];"“He
is a delightful husband who is sweet
tongued, gives much happiness, is gain-
causing in various ways, is full of re-
sources, highly skilled in the arts, and a
giver of other well known comforts; as
also a remover of injurious and hurtful
things, fearless of himself, brilliant; and
arejecterof the customs of (other) people
[Dinkard (Dk) 11. 101];" “Besides these
intellectual and moral qualifications, a
husband should possess beauty, strength,
virility, energy, swifiness, tallness, bright
clear eyes, long arms and small heels
(*Zarathushtra and Zarathushtrianismin
the Avesta,” pg 213).”

“The quality most essential in a bride
was that she must be quite chaste before
marriage (Vendidad XIV. 15)" "We
offer praise and homage to the house-
mistress, holy and guiding aright. We
offer praise and homage to the holy
woman promoting good thoughts, words
and deeds, receiving her instruction well
and obedient o her husband... (Gah IV
£,9);" “Purity, good birth, astrong body,
a beautiful form, a tall stature, a well
shaped breast, a slender waist and such
other physical qualities are specially
appreciated (Visperad 11. 7; Yt V. 127.
YiXVIL [T ete);” “Let your love ever be
for a fore-sighted and modest woman
and marry such aone alone (AnAtM 4);”
“That wife is the worse with whom it is
not possible tolive with pleasure [Menuk-
i-Khrar (MKh) 69];" “A virluous wife
who is well disposed, is a good helper of
enjoyment (MKh 41);" “Choose a wile
who is of character; because that one is
good who in the end is more respected
(MKh 10);" “Women are necessarily of
these four kinds; good as well as bad; not
bad, and good; not good, and bad; and
neither good nor bad. From among these

any woman who is not bad and is good
should be selected to manage household
affairs and to give happiness and com-
fort to the master of the house (Dk 11
77);" *A prostitute should not be taken
as a wife (Dk Bk IX. 211);" "1t is appar-
ent that difference of race cannol secure
an advantageous condition 1o pass life
in, connivance at defects, similarity of
thoughts, participation in benefits or in-
juries occasioned loone or the other, and
contentedness over what is earned; for
some women in spite of the ability of,
and (owing to) lack of courage in their
husbands, force them to purchase more
articles for their use than are necessary
and, failing to obtain these from their
husbands, dominate over them to show
off their superiority (Dk I1. 98);" "Men
should tie the knot of marriage with
believers in the religion, so that strength
may accrue to them and to the people of
their race for deliverance from hell by
means of prayers and devotions to God
(Dk 11 91)."

“Marriage! Nothing else demands so
much from a man!" Ibsen had rightly
observed. “God help the man who won't
marry until he finds a perfect woman, and
God help him still more if he finds her” —
opined Ben Tillett. How very true!

In the post Sasanian literature, the
poet often refers to her beloved as “taller
than the Cypress tree.” In the compound
of a four-storied building opposite my
flat is a Cypress tree, which is taller than
the building! I cannot believe that the
[ranian women were really all that tall!
ButI believe inthe opinionof the anony-
mous writer who stated that the soul of
the Iranian women lived in love,

The immortal bard of Iran, Firdausi
Tusi has immortalized some 11 Zara-
thushtrian women of the pre and post
Avestan era— not only for their adven-
tures and exploits, but also for their
beauty, physical attraction, religious
beliefs, character, nobility, love and most
of all for their moral conduct and ethical
beliefs. HORMAZDIAR J. M. DESAI

Power of Vanant Yasht
Like the 101 names of Ahura Mazda,
which are purpose-specific, all our
prayersare equally purpose-specific. The
Vanant Yasht is specifically prayed o
propitiate star Vanant which is a presid-
ing deity for smashing various types of
evils, Vananr Yashe is prayed to over-
come the menace of noxious creatures,
black artblack magic, diseases and ail-
continued on page 435
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Events and
Personalities

The model minority

“Even as the (Parsi) community prac-
tised its religion, it inculcated the spirit
of nationalism. We all should learn from
this community.” The words of addi-
tional sessions judge H. U. Mahidain his
24-page verdict in the Best Bakery case
delivered on June 27, 2003 were repro-
duced in The Sunday Expressof July 20,

This judgment had evoked mixed re-
action considering that all the 21 ac-
cused of murdering 14 individuals in
Vadodara (11 of those killed being Mus-
lims)overaperiod of 12 hours on March
1, 2002 had been acquitted even whilst
the prime witnesses Zahira Sheikh and
her mother Sehrunissa had wrned hos-
tile during the hearing fearing the safety
of the remaining members of the family.
The British policy of divide and rule, the
emphasis on industrialization at the ex-
pense of villages, frustration among
‘meritorious’ people because of reser-
vations can account for the discontent
that leads to communal massacres like
the Best Bakery, explained the judge.

Citing the Parsis as 2 model minority
he added, “Parsis are the pride of the
country as they reflect the principle of
sarva dharmasambhav(all religions are
equal). This community without creat-
ing hurdles to any caste or community
has achieved economic, social, adminis-
trative and judicial progress.”

Earlier in the year chief minister of
Gujarat, Narendra Modi, when address-
ing the Bharatiya Janata Party rally at
Bombay’s Shivaji Park stated that
Hindutva means accepling everybady
and the Parsi community is a shining
example, reported The Bombay Sama-
char of January 19, 2003,

Such outward tributes 1o secularism
have not however impressed publica-
tions like Communalism Combar which
in its editorial of June-July 2003 main-
tains, the “consistent effort of the Gujarat
government 1o subvert the search, for
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justice exposes its malafide intent. The
acquittals in the Best Bakery case... sym-
bolize this malady.” Subsequently with
the support of the Citizens for Justice
and Peace, Zahira has deposed before
the Mational Human Rights Commis-
sion which in turm appealed 1o the Su-
preme Court seeking fresh investiga-
tions and a re-trial outside Gujarat.

Overt acceptance
**Smallissuccessful’ applies tothe Parsis
per se but Delhi's distinguished mem-
bers have used their secular clout o
create an enlightened sectarian agenda,
including a greater visibility on the inter-
faith dais,” noted a report by Bachi
Karkaria on the front page of The Times
of Indig of August 21, 2003, the Shahen-
shahi New Year. “Their fistful includes
civil servants and soldiers, lawyers and
judges, poet and puppeteer, doctors and
cordon bleu cook. And bestowing her
sprightly benediction overthem all isthe
scholar-writer Piloo Jungalwala, push-
ing 90 and the community 1o stay close
instead of closed,” added the article.
Referring to the Delhi Parsi Anju-
man’s (DPA) policy of accepting the
children of non-Parsi fathers and Parsi
mothers into the faith, the write-upstated,
“Now the Delhi Anjuman is working at
demolishing the last exclusion zone and
allowing non-Zoroastrian spouses into
its fire-temple on Bahadurshah Zafar
Marg.” Those who had read the article
were wondering when the new decision
would become effective. The denial of
the report from Lt Gen (Retd) Adi Sethna,
president of the DPA, was carried in the
Delhi edition of the newspaper's “Con-
versation with Readers™ column of Au-
2ust 22 but not in the Bombay edition
where reside the maximum number of
Zoroastrians. Sethna had asserted, "The
rules of the DPA are quite clear regard-
ing the rights of non-Parsi spouses. They
are welcomeas members of the Anjuman

in all respects except that they cannot
use the religious facilities of the Anjuman
or become trustees. Therefore, there is
no ﬂl“l':r' ut' I'I(}H-z[}I'U:IH[FiIIl'I: 5|'§“ll.\:¢.‘i o
the fire-temple. The trust deed of the
temple permits only Zoroastrians 1o en-
ter.”

MNearly three months earlier the
*“Jamshedpur Live™ page of the Hindus-
tan Times of May 18, 2003 had quoted
Homi Bodhanwalla, formerchairman of
the Cursetjee Manockjee Shroff Agiary
in Jamshedpur and currently vice presi-
dent {east zone) of the Federation of

*arsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India as
stating: 1 do not find anything wrong in
allowing non-Parsis visiting the agiaries.
It is just another place of worship like
temple, church and mosque. When we
can go into these places of worship, why
can’t others visit an agiary? He was
then quoted as stating that when the
Princess of Iran had wished 1o visit a
fire-temple there, “the religious leaders
had rolled the red carpet for her and
welcomed her...If this is possible in
Iran...why can't it happen in India?”

School toppers

A total of 78 girls and 42 boys who had
secured a high percentage at the 10th
stanclard ICSE (Indian Certificate of
Secondary Education) and $SC (Sec-
ondary School Certificate) and the 12th
standard HSC (Higher Secondary Cer-
tificale) examinations were felicitated
by the Federation of Zoroastrian Asso-
ciations for Welfare and Culture
(FOZAWAC) on August 10, 2003 at the
BJPC (Byramjee leejeebhoy Parsce
Charitable) Institution. WZO-India spon-
sored the event for the second year just
as J. B, Petit School with nine outstand-
ing students won the Best School Award
for the second consecutive year. Other
Parsi managed schools which had done
well in the year 2002-2003 were Activ-
ity, Maneckji Cooper, J. B. Vachha and



Dadar Parsee Youths Assembly, accord-
ing Lo a report sent by FOZAWAC gen-
eral secretary Rusi Bhumgara,

A new corpus was created this yearin
the name of “Late Mrand Mrs Shavaksha
R. Pagdiwala Scholarship” from the Rs
100,000 donation received from Pervez
Pochklunawala, This scholarship will
finance acash giftofRs 1 500 eachtothe
five Zoroastrian toppers every year. The
2003 winners were: ICSE — Farzana
Marolia and Nushafreen Palsetia (both
93 percent, Queen Mary School), S5C
— Natasha Wadia (89.73 percent, J. B.
Vachha School), HSC (Science) —
Chirag Medhora (93.17 percent, Ruia
College), HSC (Commerce) — Nazneen
Ichhaporia (88.17 percent, Podar Col-
lege), HSC (Ans)— Scherezad Parelvala
(83.5 percemt, Jai Hind College).

Below (back row, far right): Lowjee
Wadia in a photo of A Parsee Club,
1870 Source: Parsi Lustre on Indian Soil
Right: Gyval flanked by Hozdar (left)
and K. Limathwalla

Below right (from lefi): Shireen
Wadia, Shyam Wadia, Hozdar and
Zarin Limathwalla
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Back row:
Poclikhanawald
and Mela (far
left), Tamboly
and Kurar far
right) with top
scorers at the
2003 board
Xy

Other students
who were out-
standing were:
ICSE — Shaheen

Avari, Spenta
Kutar, Mehe-
rangiz  Press,

Xerxes Unvala,
Meville Katrak (all above 90 percent);
$5C — Ria Shroff (89.20 percent) and
Afreen Tara (88.66 percent); HSC (Sci-
ence) — Khushnuma Mullanfiroze
(92.33 percent) and Naomi Kotwal
(90.33 percent); HSC (Commerce) —
Pervez Scthna (87.83 percent) and
Benaifer Karkaria (87.67 percent); and
HSC (Arts) — Neenaz Ichaporia (77.17
percent).

While lauding the achievements of
the excellers, chief guest Dinshaw
Tamboly, trustee of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet and managing trustee of the
WZO Trust Funds narrated examples of
world renowned persons who had met
with repeated failures in their early life.
Guest of honor Benifer Kutar, primary
section headmistress of 1. B. Petit School,
commended the efforis of all the stu-
dents. While welcoming the guests
FOZAWAC president Adi Mehta re-
quesied donors 1o extend their usual
magnanimity so that FOZAWAC could
continue such : :
activities,
added the
news release.

Thanking
the WZ0 for

sponsoring the event, Bhumgara stated
that the total cost of the function was Rs
90,000 of which Rs 50,000 was borne by
the WZ0. He also appreciated the lar-
gesse of Pochkhanawala, and the trust-
ees and principal of BIPC for allowing
them the use of their premises.

Extending therapies
The newly innugurated spacious premises
of the Lowjee Wadia Dispensary Trustat
Lalbaug will serve asacenter for various
alternative therapies, announced the
chairman of the Trust Kersi Limathwalla.
Besides conventional allopathy, the cen-
ter would offer various therapics like
ayurveda, aromatherapy, unani, home-
opathy, Tibetan medicine, naturopathy,
pranic healing, yoga, magnet therapy,
etc which have become popular in recent
years in the treatment of chronic ail-
ments, states a press release,

Following the inawguration on July
18, 2003, a five-day Tibetan medical
camp was conducted by the team of
doctors and para medical staff who had
come from Men-Tsee-Khang, an insti-
tute in Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh.
The leader of their medical team, Dr
Yangbum Gyal who had recently re-
tumned from the United States, referred
to the holistic approach of this system of
medicine which had miraculous cures
for many ailments. His claim was at-
tested by Jayaben Maheshwari whose
son’s bone marrow problem which re-
quired monthly blood transfusions had
been cured after he started Tibetan medi-
cine. Presenting a traditional Tibetan
scarf as a mark of honor to Limathwalla
and the honorary director Dr Kersi
Hoxdar, Gyalexpressed adesire tosetup
a permanent medical facility
al the Trust premises, accord-
ing 1o the release.

The ceremonial cutting of
the ribbon was done by Hozdar
as the trustees decided to give
the privilege to a dedicated



co-worker instead of a celebrity, ex-
plained Limathwalla while thanking his
co-trustees Shireen Wadia and Shyam
Wadia for theirunstinted cooperation. A
respected senior member of the medical
fraternity known for his dedication and
commitment 1o social causes, Hozdar
had been instrumental in introducing
new facilities at the Dispensary. Person-
ally committing 1o give his time and
service 10 the Trust, Hozdar sought to
make lifeeasy for the sick and the ailing,

It was similar sentiments which had
made Lowjee Wadia set up a charitable
medical facility for the poor and the
deserving of all communities when he
was gifted property in Lalbaug, known
as Inam Land, by the East India Com-
pany. A prominent and decorated Parsi
of the mid-19th century, blessed with a
charitable disposition and noble de-
meanor, Wadia was respected both by
the villagers of Lalbaug and the rulers
who appreciated his dedication and ser-
YICe,

Honing harmony

“Cyrus Tata is definitely a talented gui-
tarist, nothing short of being a genius,
and, he’s more than capable of deliver-
ing the goods when it comes to employ-
ing his skills of synchronizing and har-
monizing and mixing sounds withdiffer-
ent instruments,” noted film director
Mrinal Sen was quoted in The Staresman
of May 3, 2003. As the lead guitarist of
the western segment of the late Ananda
Shankar's East-West fusion music which
provided the background score for three
of Sen’s films — Chorus, Calcutta 71
and Padaiik—Tatahad many occasions
to impress Sen.

Associated with Ananda Shankar’s
orchestra for over adecade, Tata headed
its western segment as it toured different
parts of India and abroad. “The lead
guitarist became so closely involved with
Ananda that the later d
was obliged to cut his
first disc in India with
one of the pieces in the
album named Cyrus
whicheventoday is con-
sidered one of the most
populartunesby Ananda 8
Shankar,” reports The ©
Staresman.

“Cyrus was part and
parcel of Ananda’s group « . -
right from day one. Heis

Tata: lead guitarist
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a brilliant guitarist and what's
more, awonderfully humane per-
son 1o work with. Now he is
assisting me in building up the
archive of the Ananda Shankar
Foundation,” Tanusree Shankar
told The Statesman. “Building
up the Ananda Shankar Archive
is not just a clerical job. Several
of his unpublished works are in
rough or incomplete form and 1
put them into proper shape musi-
cilly before they are preserved.
The published works are 1o be
stored keeping in mind the possibility of
remixes or new versions of the popular
pieces in the future. As 1 had a close
association with Ananda Shankar over
many years [ am well experienced to
judge the direction a piece of music
should take and what its final result
should sound like,” Tata explained his
new responsibilities to Parsiana.

Playing the rhythm guitar has been
Tata’s speciality, synchronizing it with
Indian percussion instruments like the
tabla and mridangam while sticking Lo
his style of Western plaving. “This tech-
nique developed during my long stint
with Ananda Shankar's Fusion Orches-
tra,” explains Tata. Although he came
fromamusical family with mother Shirin
playing the violin, sisters Dhun and
Arnavaz practising on the piano and
violin, Tata opted for the guitar because
“al that time it was the rage and craze for
young people like me. Elvis had it slung
over hisshoulders and The Beatles...had
three guitarists.” Tata gave his first pub-
lic performance at the Band-Wagon show
staged at the New Empire theater at the
age of 14, Before he was 20 he had
already set up his own band — High
Moon — comprising mostly school
friends who would perform at the Ben-
zal Club, Calcutta Swimming Club, eic,
mentions The Statesman,

Having composed
some music indepen-
dently which he per-
formed with the various
beat/rock bands in ear-
lier years, Tata now views
himsell as a “musician
and an arrangerforches-
trator, Hisrole as amusic
arrangeristo “pad upand
color the main melody
lings by adding chords,
harmonies and counter
melodies (which) re-
quirescomposition skills.

Chief Minister of Maharashira
Sushilkomear Shinde presenting a spe-
cial award 1o Zarine Commissariat who
wers among the 14 women Lions selected
Sfrom all over the world to deliberate em
effective recruiting and refemiion of
warten in the Lions movement,

Melodies require additional ornamenta-
tion when they are to be performed by an
orchestra and the job of an arranger is to
distribute the various overlapping har-
moenies to different instruments.”

When Ananda Shankar started put-
ling heavy emphasis on dance shows
Tata left his group and joined singer
Usha Uthup where he remained for the
next six years. The sudden demise of his
father Jamshed in 1985 compelled Tata
to take over the reins of the family’s film
distribution business which meant ne-
glecting his musical talent. As managing
partner of Bilimoria and Lalji he is re-
quired to attend several film festivals, o
market films in the eastern India region
by making appropriate theater bookings
or sub-territorial sales and conducting
the publicity campaigns for different
films besides managing the staff and the
office.

As a member of The Calcutta Cine
Musicians Associationin the special cal-
egory, Tata has played for the music
scores of several Bengali, Oriya,
Assamese and Hindi films under differ-
ent music directors, For the last nearly
10 years Tata has not given any concert
performances. The 5 1-year-old guitarist
is presently trying to revive the series of
country and western music shows where
he was the lead guitarist,

Despite a change in his commitments
and priorities Tata has always made him-
self available to the Zoroastrian commu-
nity in Calcutta. “*When any of the institu-
tions requires any assistance in regard to
music they invariably contact me. This
could range from organizing a music quiz
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Neville Mehta, Lions district governm
{right) receives the international
president’s gold leadership medal from
Lion Ashok Mela,

to contacting fellow musicians as judges
for a talent contest. | have provided the
music for a tableau on the history of The
Caleutta Parsi Club on its 75th year and
also for The Calcutta Zoroastrian Stree
Mandal on their golden jubilee.”

His most enduring contribution has
been to the Calcutta Parsi Amateur
Dramatic Club which has been putting
up free nataks on Navroz for the last
85 years. As in-charge of music for
two decades Tata is responsible forall
sound effects (ranging from telephone
bells to airplane take-offs). The back-
ground music is invariably selected
and edited by him to synchronize with
the actions on stage.

For over a year now Tata has been
teaching the guitarat The Calcutta School
of Music where his students include third
generation members of the lezendary
Shankar family.

SPOTLIGHT
The President of India has appointed Air
Marshal Manck B. Madon, air officer
commanding-in-
chief of the East-
ern Air Command
as his honorary Air
Aide-De-Camp
(ADC) effective
January 1, 2003,
“The appointment
of honorary ADC
1sconferred on the
g N six seniormost air
marshals of the Indian Air Force for their
inspiring and dynamic leadership, inno-
vations, sustained hard work and life
long service of the most exceptional or-
der to the motherland,” notes a commu-
niqué from squadron leader Deepak
Ahluwalia.

Coanpiled by Parinaz M. Gandhi

With
best wishes
from

Farah
&
Tanya
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Nowrojee’s moral courage
“The global voice of the legal profes-
sion” — the International Bar Associa-
tion (IBA) — conferred its fifth Bernard
Simons Memorial Award on Kenyan
advocate Pheroze Nowrgjee. The award
“recognizes personal endeavors in the
practice of criminal law which make a
substantial contribution to the promo-
tion, protection and advancement of hu-
man rights,” as per a report of the South
African Broadcasting Corporation
(SABC). The award for the year 2002,
citing Nowrojee's “outstanding contri-
bution 1o the promotion, protection and
advancement of human rights,” was pre-
sented 1o the noted counsel by Durban
Judge Vuka Tshabalala at the IBA con-
ference in Durban on October 22, 2002.

In his acceplance speech Nowrojee
noted, “Bernard Simons represented the
best of our profession. He gave a voice
and remedies to those who exhausted by
injustice could no longer hope, Secondly,
in the choice of his cases he neither
sought popularity nor feared unpopular-
ity. And thirdly, he did all this on the
simple working basis that it was no more
than a part of his job. For this last we
respect him the more. Because that re-
minds us that there is no such category
called *human rights lawyer” as distinet
from one who isn’t. Human rights is a
fundamental component of all lawyerly
work, from contract and conveyaneing
to arbitration, criminal law and civil
procedure, Every practitioner, presiding
officer, academic and corporate adviser
is by definition a human rights lawyer.”

Though speaking from the perspective
of Kenya and East Africa (he is a senior
advocate at the High Courts of Kenya,
Tanzamaand Zanzibar) Nowrojee madea
point that applies to many parts of the
world: “Our continent... confronts today
the cumulative and destructive weight of
the past 40 years, and sometimes a more
immediate and dangerous present, where
governmentsand presidentshave installed
and maintained unfair and unjust societ-
ies. To do that requires inflicting harm of
all kinds, on large numbers of our people.
transforming nations into refugee camps
and disagreements into civil wars...

“But more critically, our continent
has also witnessed the breakdown of its
infrastructure of ideas. We have seen in
the 40 years between 1960 and the tyr
of this new century a systemic destruc-
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tion or abandonment of the ideas upon
which the Independence struggles were
fought, and upon which our free societ-
ies were 1o be based, with consequential
declines inadherence tothe principles of
the Rule of Law...

“However there is a greater danger.
‘It is one that affects us all. It is what
James Mustich hasobserved, that *Moral
courage withers without memory, and

Nowrojee: reinforcing the rule of law

forgeuwing is the handmaid of evil.”

“We cannot restore our socielies 10
what we aspire, without the nurturing of
moral courage within them, and we can-
not do that without nurturing and draw-
ing upon our continent’s heritage of
struggle, resistance and values. We are
not strangers o pushing back oppres-
sion, and we are notl strangers o the
organization of resistance tooppression,
And our struggles have deeply embod-
ied demands for self-determination, hu-
man dignity and the values of inclusive-
ness and tolerance...

“We have to fight the marginalization
of the achievements of our freedom fight-
ers and their memory. We must restore
to our young people what is important
and worthwhile in our heritage.”

The packed audience gave him two
standing ovations, wriles Barbara Cole
in her coverage of the IBA conference.

Mairobi born MNowrojee studied at
Bombay University before proceeding
to Lincoln’s Inn, London, where he was
admined as Barrister-at-Law in 1965,
He obtained his Masters in Law from
Yale University in 1974, as per a profile
on the lawyer by Paul Crick in the fnrer-
national Bar News, December 2002,

Over 24 years of private practice
Nowrojee has represented individuals
and organizations in cases relating o
freedom of speech, freedom of associa-
tion, the right to a fair trial and protection
against abuse of process of the court. He
played his part along with the legal fra-
ternity of Kenya in processing the con-
stitwtional shift 1o abolish the death pen-
alty. He is recognized for his defence of
opposition politicians who spoke oul
aguinst Kenya's one party state, and his
fight against the death penalty in Tanza-
nia, notes the SABC news. He is known
to have defended 80 capital punishment
cases in Tanzania, many of which were
commuted to manslaughter and prison
sentences. In 1985 he was honored with
the Jurist of the Year Award by the
Kenya section of the International Com-
mission of Jurists, notes Crick.

The human rights counsel is a trustee
of the Independent Medical and Legal
Unit, a non-governmental organization
whose primary aims are to document
torture for legal purposes, rehabilitate
torture survivors, sensitize health pro-
fessionals, lawyers, paralegals and the
judiciary and work for the abolition of
torture. He is also a trustee and board
member of the Media Institute estab-
lished in 1996 whose main concern is
freedom of expression and, primarily,
the freedom of the Press, writes Crick.

In 1990 Nowrojee was charged with
contempt of court because he had criti-
cized the judicial system in the case of
Bishop Muge, an outspoken critic of the
Kenvan government who perished in a
suspicious car crash. Relating the event
Crick notes that when the family’s re-
quest for an inquest was delayed by the
government, Nowrojee alleged a cover-
up. “He was immediate charged with
contempt of court, which he saw as an
attempt not to intimidate him, but the
Bar. Athis court appearance, many law-
yers backed him by their presence in the
courtroom. He was acquilted, sending
oul a strong message that clients’ inter-
ests must always come first, and that the
legal profession in Kenya could not be
intimidated. However, the Government
won its point oo and the inquest never
ok place,” recounts Crick.

The IBA simultaneously honored Law
Society of Zimbabwe president Sternford
Moyo for his work in supporting the
independence of the judiciary and pro-
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maoting the rule of law in Zimbabwe.
Also present at the [BA meet where
he co-chaired the session on " Delivering
justice: the challenges of applying inter-
national standards,” was noted Indian
jurist Fali Nariman who is president of
the Bar Association of India and co-
chair of the Human Rights Institute.
Movo, who complimented Nowrojee,
is quoted by Crick as saying, “He is an
exceptional human rights advocate. He
displays a rare commitment and passion
for justice and the core values of our
profession. | was proud to witness the
honoring of this highly capable and illus-
trious son of Africa, just a month after 1
had decided that he was the person lo
address our summer school on the role of
lawyers inademocratic society. The work
and life of Nowrojee area visible example
of what the best in our profession can
achieve. He is truly inspirational.”

Nonprofit fulfilment

“Our philosophy is so much a part of our
life that you can’tseparate it fromevery-
thing else,” is how Russy Sumariwalla
explained his lifelong involvement in
charity and corporate philanthropy to
Doug Emst, executive editor of the Napa
Valley Register, alluding to his Zoroas-
trian heritage.

Currently a resident of St Helena,
California, where he had intended to
retire, the 69-year-old “intemational non-
profitguru™ has instead been conscripted
as chairman of the Community Founda-
tionofthe Napa Valley (CFNP). Founded
as a vehicle for charity giving in 1994,
the CFNP manages and distributes funds
from individual, family, corporate and
organizational donors totalling more than
$ 7.5 million, as per its website.

“In 1992, when United Way Interna-
tional (UWI) needed help rebuilding
tfollowing the ouster of (its lead execu-
tive)dueto financial mismanagement, it
trned to Sumariwalla, who had worked
for United Way of America for nearly
two decades before retiring in 1991,”
writes Ernst. (“International nonprofit
guru set to work valley,” Napa Valley
Register, March 29, 2003). The UWI’s
original board of 20 directors was down
to four before it was rebuilt, its former
chairman Herb Ascherman told Ernst.
Sumariwalla who has earned a reputa-
tion as an effective leader and consultant
spent the first eight months as a volun-
teer working without a salary, until the
UWI regained its footing, notes Ernst.
“They brought Russy in to temporarily
hold (the organization) together. He

16 Parsiana Soplombor 2003

Russy and Anita Sumariwalla:
managing philanthropy

ended up running it as president for the
five years I was chairman,” noted
Ascherman, describing Sumariwalla as
*avery careful, very methodical person,
and he works 24 hours a day.”

Sumariwallais one of seven children
born 1o the late Jaiji and Dinshaw
Sumariwalla of Bombay. After his MA
and LLB from Bombay University he
went abroad o garner a sheaf of degrees
and pursue studies at various institu-
tions: LLM from the University of Vir-
ginia; MA from the University of Mas-
sachusetts; additional post graduate stud-
ies at The Hague Academy of Interna-
tional Law in the Netherlands; Institute
of World Affairs at Connecticut; Institut
International de Recherche et de Forma-
tion en vue du Developpement Harmo-
nise, Paris; Harvard University Gradu-
ate School of Business Executive Man-
agement Program.

Whenhe wenttothe US attheageof 23
his aim had been to make a career with the
United Nations. The reason he deviated
from that goal was that “each time 1 tried
for a position in the secretariat both at the
UN and at its specialized agencies I was
informed that the *Indian quota’ was sub-
stantially oversubscribed and as a result
they were not accepting applications from
Indian nationals. The greatest irony was
that when [ became a US citizen (in 1976)
and sought a position at the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund, 1
was told that the US quota was oversub-
scribed!” Sumariwalla responded to
Parsiana’s query.

A student and observer of the non-
profit management and research field
for over 40 years, Sumariwalla had been
senior vice president for research, devel-
opment and program evaluation at the
United Way of America. His bio data
lists his many positions in the nonprofit
sector. Co-founder and first executive
directorof'the National Center for Chari-
ties Statistics, co-chair (1996-2002) of
the Aspen Institute Nonprofit Sector
Research Fund and senior associate al

the Center on Nonprofits and Philan-
thropy at the Urban Institute in Wash-
ington DC, Sumariwalla is also a direc-
tor of the Napa Valley Symphony and
the Napa Valley Repertory Theater, He
is 1 member of the Research Advisory
Council of the University of San Fran-
cisco Institute for Nonprofit Organiza-
tion Management.

Author of over 200 papers, books and
reports on various aspects of nonprofit
management including accounting, bud-
geting and charities regulation, Suma-
riwalla's “definitive work is a huge text-
book used by the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to determine whether an agency fits
the nonprofit framework,” writes Ernst.
The founder president of Global Philan-
thropy and Nonprofits, Sumariwalla’s
post retirement assignments include na-
tional and international organizations
such as The Asia Foundation, the Uni-
versity of Southern California Centeron
Philanthropy and Public Policy, the In-
ternational Society for Third Sector Re-
search, etc.

A faculty member of the National
Academy of Voluntarism of the United
Way America, Sumariwallahas lectured
at Harvard and the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. His speaking engagements
in over 30 countries include seminars in
Beijing and Shanghai and the keynote
address for the seven-day inaugural cam-
paign of the United Way of Baroda which
drew an audience of over 400,000 people,
notes his bio data.

Sumariwalla’s devotion to the non-
profit world is total. He and Anita
Hurlimann, an artist from Switzerland,
were married 37 years ago, “We have no
children. We considerthe children of the
world as our own,” he writes. As he told
Ernst, “I"'m not wealthy, so I needed 1o
do some work. This is my life, what 1
want to do. I don’t play golf.”

Bilimoria represents UK
Visionary beer brewer and entrepreneur
extraordinary, London based Karan Bil-
imoria has been appointed the new Brit-
ishco-chairman of the 10-year-old Indo-
British Partnership which aims to raise
awareness of mutual trade and invest-
ment opportunities in the two countries,
He succeeds David Jefferies in the role.
The announcement was made by Brit-
ish MP and minister of state for interna-
tional trade, invesiment and foreign af-
fairs Mike O’Brien, notes The After-
noon Despatch and Courier (July 15,
2003). The Partnership, established 1o
promote the publicand private sectorsin



RUBY HALL CLINIC'S ICU IS RECOGNISED FOR CERTIFICATE COURSE IN CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE

There is an increasing need of making latest life saving facilities available to needy patients in India. Ruby Hall Clinic of
Grant Medical Foundation has always been at the frontiers of expanding scientific knowledge for last 35 years and making
it reachable for the people. In the pursuit of this goal, Ruby Hall Clinic has now commissioned a complex of 118 beds of
Acute Coronary Care and Intensive Care,

What is so special about this crtical care unit? Minimum bed space requirement by intemational standards is about
120 sq. ft. per patient. Continuous supply of piped gases like oxygen, air suction from the central reservoir assures least chances
of failure and no time wastage in manual labour of changing the gas cylinders. Very sophisticated ‘monitors” have been
developed which not only watch but record the trends and warn the attending staff about life threatening incidents ina
patient. Latest generation Hewlett Packard monitors have also been installed for the same purpose along
with central monitering facility. To give best possible artificial respiratory support a farge number of
ventilators from Siemens have been installed. When, due to generalised unstable
condition, the patient may not be able to be shifted to the kidney unit, facility for
bedside hemodialysis is available in this modem ICU complex.

Ruby Hall ICU, CCU also specialises in shifting high risk patients
within the departments for investigations & surgeries with
accompanying equipment & personnel. With such facilities,
itis no wonder that this unit is a "tertiary referral centre”
for other ICUs and hospitals. For this purpose
“emergency care ambulance” is available to shift
the unstable patients to & from other hospitals.

The availability of equipment alone
cannot make a unit successful, as the human face
of “Intensive Care” is also very important for the
panic stricken families. Towards this, the
Clinic maintains a good nursing ratio
(1:2) & the help of a social worker s
also available for patients.

GRANT MEDICA EOUNDATION

7 ll ¢~ RUBY,H HALI.CI.INIC ;

/40 Sassmn Road ‘Pune 411 0015@5Tel}:1612339 18 Fax : 6124529_,1,
"’*-‘M““ ® E-mail : pmrf@giaspn01.vsnl.net.in‘@&;www. rubyhall com
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CORRECTION

Due to an oversight the half
page black and white
advertisement of Sarosh
Patel & Associates in our
August 2003 issue on page
72 stated Jamshedi Navroz
Mubarak instead of
Saal Mubarak.

Parsiana regrets the error
made at our end.

MATRIMONIAL

Zoroastrian girl from Australia,
aged 25, seeks a well educated
life partner from a Zoroastrian
family holding Zoroastrian
values. Correspondence
invited from males of
comparable age or their parents
and should be directed to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Sept/19-2003)"
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited hare.

MATRIMONIAL

Parsi mother invites matrimonial alliance for
her only son B.E., handsome, intelligent
and smart having good family values, 35

years old, 5'6" well settled and working as
a Senior Telecommunication Engineer in
UAE. Boy is willing to sottle elsewhere if

required. Girl should be unmarried,
educaled and well cultured. He is visiting
India (Mumbai) in end November 2003.
Please reply with bio-data and recent full
size photograph 102
The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Sept/20-2003)°
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

‘Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the relerence number cited hore.

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from
educated and well-settled
Parsi boys between 27-33

years (non-mangalik)
for educated and good-
looking girl aged 26 years,
5'5" tall from a
respectable family.

Contact on phone nos:
98924-91999/98690-30145
or (022) 26406546
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both countries, offers support and ad-
vice lo companies and seeks to remove
obstacles o trade and investment.

The outstanding success of his Cobra
Beerand General Bilimoria Wines [named
after his father Lt Gen
(retd) Faridoon Bilimo-
ria] plus Bilimoria's own
involvement in local
community develop-
ment (see “Cobra’s
cheer,” Parsiana, No-

Y4

Bilimoria: vember 2002) had re-
chairs Inde-  sulted in Bilimoria be-
British coming the first Zara-

thushti to be named
Asian of the Year in De-
cember 2002 (Zoroastrians Abroad,
Parsiana, February 2003).

Partnership

Security strategies
StephenPhilipCohen, Senior Fellow, For-
eign Policy Studies Program at
Washington’s Brookings Institution asks,
“How doweexplainthedeclinein Ameri-
can and international interest in
regimes and treaties to contain
weapons of mass destruction and
missile delivery systems?”
Dinshaw Mistry's book — Con-
taining Missile Proliferation:
Strategic Technology, Security
Regimes and International Co-
operation in Arms Conirol —
says Cohen, provides “a wealth
of information about the spread
of missiles... offers a sobering analysis of
thedifficulty inmaintaining such regimes
and presents an original explanation of
their rise and decline.”

International efforts to contain the
proliferation of long range ballistic mis-
siles come under Mistry's microscope.
The Missile Technology Control Re-
gime (MTCR) aimed to confine their
ownership by denying technological as-
sistance for weapons development to
regional powers. This “supply side re-
gime,” Mistry says was “generally nec-
essary but rarely sufficient as a non-
proliferation tool.” Countries like Ar-
gentina, Brazil and South Africa ac-
cepted the restrains. Nations like Israel,
India, North Korea, Pakistan however
created their own indigenous technol-
ogy because of their domestic political
considerations and perceived threat to
national security.

Apart from international treaties on
non-proliferation, other attempts by the
US to control the spread of such technol-
ogy in the developing world has been the

Mistry: asses-
sing interna-
tional rreaties

useof sanctions and embargoes on certain
spheres of trade and aid. These have often
worked on countries like India and Paki-
stan by delaying the fruition of theirballis-
tic abilities. But with countries like Iran,
isolated from the US and much of the trade
of the western world, such sanctions have
had little effect, notes Mistry.

Currently assistant professor and di-
rector of Asian studies at the University
of Cincinnati, Mistry has written exten-
sively on technology and politics, re-
gional security and international coop-
eration in The New York Times, Security
Studies, Comtemporary Security Policy
and other publications, as per the blurb
on the jacket of the book.

This 252-page publication of the Uni-
versity of Washington Press began as
Mistry's doctoral thesis in 1999, sections
of which were published in such profes-
sional publications as Security Studies
and Contemparary Security Policy and in
conference papers presented o policy
makers developing the MTCR's code of
conduct and other missile nonpro-
liferation initiatives, as notes the
author in his Preface. The study
was supported by fellowships from
Harvard University's Belfer Cen-
ter for Science and International
Affairs, Stanford University’s Cen-
ter for International Security and
Cooperation and the University of
llinois' Programin Arms Control,
Disarmament and International
Security and its Depaniment of Political
Science.

A son of Jehangir and Behroze Mistry,
Dinshaw studied at Bombay's Cathedral
and John Connon School before proceed-
ing to the US in 1988 to pursue under-
graduate studies at the University of
Sewaneein Tennessee. Acquiring hisdoc-
torate degree from the University of Chi-
cago (Urbana Champaign) Mistry com-
pleted a year-long stint at the Brookings
Institution, the US government’s policy-
making think-tank, his father informs us.
A teaching assignment at Stanford Uni-
versity was followed by anotherat Harvard
University, Massachusetts. Mistry’s cur-
rent occupation at Cincinnati involves
teaching and research. Jehangir adds that
Dinshaw is also managing editor of India
Review, a Frank Cass Journal published
from London. Dinshaw’s brother
Hormuzd is a computer projects manager
in New York, his sister Farah is pursuing
MBA studies in Bombay.

Compiled by Amavaz 5, Mama
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Speciolsts in Process Elfciency ond Energy Consenofion

We make

Every other company sells boilers. Not us

We sell total steam solutions. With a full range of Spirax
steam energy conservation products, microprocessor

based control instrumentation to ensure optimal energy usage
and services 1o help you better harness steam, air and water.

Our Energy Audit service helps optimise your energy Costs,

our Consultancy service provides with detailed engineering of all
process utilities, and our Steam Engineering Centre provides
education and training on efficient utilisation of steam,

The result is lower energy consumption, improved product quality
and better control of your process.

And yes, we make boilers, too. The best in the business.

Our fully packaged boilers with efficiency monitors and automatic
blowdown controls give maximum fuel efficiency, so you don't
waste heat.

So the next time you want a big metal box in which

to burn up your fuel budget, call someone else. And

the next time you want to conserve energy and save money,
try a total steam solution.

Forbes Marshall
Mumbai-Pune Road, Kasarwadi, Pune 411 034, India.
®Tel: 91(0)20 - 7145595 ®Fax: 91(0)20 - 7147413 oE - mail: bizdev@forbesmarshall.com evwww.forbesmarshall.com




POLITICS AND POLICY

An acrimonious election

Incumbent Bombay Parsi Punchayet trustee Dinshaw Tamboly
trounced his opponent Yazdi Desai by 490 to 146 votes

With the charity commissioner turning
downanappeal by opponent Yazdi Desai
for staying the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
trusteeshipelection between himselland
incumbent Dinshaw Tamboly,
Tamboly tromped home by a
three o one margin, Of the 639
votes cast on the 27th Septem-
ber 2003 polling day, Tamboly
garnered 490 votes, and Desai
146. Three votes were invalid.
But considering that Desai was
an unknown entity and had en-
tered the fray late when orthodox candi-
date Noshir Dadrawala withdrew his pa-
pers end August, he fared better than
expected.

Whle it was a foregone conclusion
that Tamboly would be elected for the
next seven-year term, the only fear was
that many voters would not trn up to
vote. A front-page editorial in the Jam-
e-Jamshed of September 14, declared
*Knowing what the result is going to be,
some persons with vested interests.... have
been spreading rumors that there is go-
ing to be no election... thereby reducing
the victory margin of Tamboly.”

Desai has moved the charity commis-
sioner asking for a stay on the elections,
noted Tamboly at his election meeting at
Rustom Baug on September 18, 2003
and added that his responses lo ques-
tions might be restricted in view of the
election being sub judice. The petition
filed against the Punchayet, its seven
trustees and chairman emeritus Jamshed
Guzder was heard by the charity com-
missioner on September 23, 2003. The
contentions regarding the electoral
scheme and misuse of electoral machin-
ery were beyond the limited jurisdiction
of the charity commissioner, defence
counsel Edul Bharucha had argued. The
petitioner wanted the charity commis-
sioner to cancel Tamboly's nomination
and/or postpone the election 1o give him
{Desai) more time to meet the volers
from door to door as baug and colony
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Parinaz M. Gandhi

associations were largely unwilling to
organize meetings for him, as per
Parsiana’stelephonic conversation with
Desai’s wife Anahita. They prayed for

From lefi: Desai, Tamboly and
Dadrawala

this relief since the Parsi Press, specifi-
cally Jam-e-damshed, allegedly gave
Desai scant coverage as against massive
publicity to Tamboly. (The Jamé has
stated they have carried the letters re-
ceived by them favoring Desai.) Bharucha
issaid tohave argued thatifhe (Bharucha)
were o stand for election against Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee could he
remotely expect equal coverage from the
national Press? Jamé is not named as the
respondent in the petition. Desai was rep-
resented by Uma Wagle. The charity
commissioner’s oral decision was deliv-
ered on September 25th.

Over the weeks leading up to the
election, pledging their solidarity to
Tamboly were members from the medi-
cal fraternity, the legal doyens, the busi-
ness barons, the khandhias, nassessalars
and the workers at Doongerwadi, the
different housing colonies as also indi-
viduals who vouched for his qualities of
head and heart. For Dadrawala initially,
and Desai subsequently, there was buta
trickle of support. Dadrawala's ratio-
nale for withdrawing from the fray was
carried in The Bombay Samachar of
August 31: “I was expecting the contest
1o be based on an objective evaluation of
the strengths, performance and the quali-
ties of both candidates. However [ have
been very disappointed and disturbed by

some recent turn of events and the gen-
eral acrimony which has entirely shifled
the focus from the larger community
issues o personal attacks. After consid-
erable thought and in defer-
ence 1o the advice of several
close friends and well wish-
ers [ have decided not 1o con-
test this election.” He further
cited the different letiers car-
ried in the Jam-e-Jamshed of
the previous week and his
58 meeting with eminent mem-
bcn of I:hl.. community. Respecting such
sentiments urging him “to display states-
manship,” he obliged, noted Dadrawala.
The Jamé of August 24 had se-
verely chastised Dadrawala in strong
words: terming him a “a religious
bigot™ and “a reincarnation of Brutus.”
The editorial faulted Dadrawala for
the misdeeds of his campaign team,
primarily Anahita Desai, Rohinton
Kasad, Neville Mukadam and others
for circulating a leaflet titled “Some
disturbing facts about Dinshaw Kaiki
Tamboly.” The circular sought to ques-
tion Tamboly's loyalty to the BPP, its
institutions and its policies in light of
his close links with the World Zoroas-
trian Organisation (WZ0) which is
known to support liberal views. A copy
of acheque for Rs 4,00,000 signed by
Tamboly on behalf of a WZ0 Trust to
financially assist the Jamé and its edi-
tor Rusi Dhondy in March 2000 also
featured in that circular as ithad in the
now defunct periodical Parsidem of
April 15, 2000. The report which had
been “subsequently set straight™ inthe
next issue of Parsidom was reprinted
in the Jamé of August 24, 2003 with
an editorial from Dhondy: “In the past
(Dadrawala) defended Jam-e-Jamshed
and 1ts policies against the likes of the
erstwhile editor of Parsidom and cer-
tain extremist traditionalists. The same
Dadrawala has now chosen, through
his campaign team, to denigrate the
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very same inslitution he owes so0
much.” The Jamé cited a *message’
dated December 19, 2000 from
Dadrawala to Porus Havewalla of the
Traditional Zarathushti Mailing List:
“WZO had provided some financial
assistance to Jamé when it was on the
verge of closing down. In response to
a written appeal from Jamé, WZO
mobilized the funds and helped acom-
munity institution from closing down.
Do you believe this is a crime?.."
Dhondy continued, “If Dadrawalais a
man made in the mold that leaders are
supposed to be made of, he should
have by now claimed moral responsi-
bility for the misdeeds of his cam-
paign team and withdrawn his candi-
dature.” Dadrawalastated inaletter to
The Bombay Samachar, dated Sep-
tember 7, that the flyer making the
allegations was “neither inspired nor
maotivated” by him. He added, “In his
{Dhondy’s) enthusiasm to play Mark
Anthony he has even forgotien who
has played Brutus to whom.”

With the news of Dadrawala’s with-
drawal the Jamé commended, “Noshir
has shown that he has the interest of the
community at heart. Noshir's act is one
of good grace and statesmanship.” The
Samachar carried Dadrawala’s letter as
also the statement by Yazdi Desai: “The
lies, the defamation and the suppression
and distortion of truth in the Parsi Press
has made me very angry. Recently the
manner in which a candidate...was bul-
lied into withdrawing his candidature by
Tamboly...through a vicious and mali-
cious attack in the Jam-e-Jamshed and
through personal pressure has made me
decide 1o stand for election...” Forty-
three-year-old Desai, achartered accoun-
tant by training, is a director — finance,
legal and administration — at Writer
Corporation, a market leader in corpo-
rate relocations, information manage-
ment, cash management, freight forward-
ing, and travel and lifestyle related ser-
vices, mentions his manifesto.

“I believe that we must never sacri-
fice our ethnicity and the customs and
traditions of our religion, and [ will vig-
orously and relentlessly sirive 1o pre-
servethem,” declares Desai before elabo-
rating, I recognize that this election
requires courage and strength on my part
and on your part as a voter. | recognize
that this is an unequal fight, that the
playing field is not level and that I am
attempting to battle a Goliath.” Describ-
ing himselfas "adeeply religious persen
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committed to all the established tradi-
tions and tenets of the Zoroastrizn faith,”
Desai states, 1 love my ethnicity, my
Parsipami and all the eccentricities that
go with it.”" As nominee trustee — fi-
nance, legal and administration of Kripa
Foundation devoted to fighting drug and
other substance abuse and related HIV/
AIDS affliction, Desai says he has learmt
“how a foundation or trust through good
corporate governance can provide an
excellentsupport system for thecommu-
nity. This is what | would like to do for
the BPP_..I affirm a commitment to live
oul my promise through courage, com-
passion and character.” Retired police
commissioner Julio Ribeiro’s commen-
dation was included in the manifesto: 1
am confident that with his background,
experience and skills, Yazdi will be a
valuable asset to the Parsi community as
a trustee of the BPP...He has a remark-
able ability to quickly grasp and resolve
issues. He is an effective leader and an
independent thinker in the true sense of
the word.”

Both the Jamé and The Bombay
Samachar, while carrying paeans Lo
Tamboly, ovently expressed their disap-
proval of the younger candidate. “Desai
who aspires to be trusiee is prong 1o use
abusive, offensive and unparliamentary
language and appears to believe that ag-
gression is a traditional way of life. If this
is traditionalism that Desai projects, then
let us say it here and now — it stinks,”
noted the Jamé editor in the issue of
September 14, advising him “to use civil
and parliamentary language before ap-
proaching adignified newspaper like Jamé
that hasalong and distinguished history of
171 yearsin the service of the community.
Have you served the community foreven
171 minutes, Mr Desai? Please leam 10
conduct yourself properly andthenexpect
Jané to support you."

Anahita Desai, previously support-
ing Dadrawala’s candidature, had in her
letter dated August 22, to Jamdé, ques-
tioned Mancher Daruwalla's claim that
he had received more than Rs 30 lakhs
from the WZO through Tamboly for the
surgery of his daughter Jennifer. 1 re-
quest you to kindly make available for
my inspection all original documents in
evidence of the above statement... fail-
ure to produce the relevant documents
will be liable to, among others, action
under the Evidence Act,” wrote Desai.

In another letter of the same date
jointly signed by her, Mukadam, Kasad
and Homai Bhaya they were protest-

ing against the Jamé's “most unjusti-
fied and virulent attack on Adi F. Doc-
tor in particular and on the traditional -
ists in general” wherein it had “attrib-
uted to all of us the preference to
cremation as against dakhmenashini.
This has caused thousands of our Parsi
Zoroastrian community tremendous
anguish. Since no reference has been
made to you and your paper in The
Parsee Voice, or otherwise, your in-
sult is unprovoked and fraught with
malice. (After nearly 20 years of si-
lence, The Parsee Voice staged acome-
back with its issue of August 1-15,
2003 which was perceived as amouth-
piece for the orthodox support assured
for Dadrawala. The editorial “Risen
from the ashes,” by Doctor had earned
some longue-in-cheek comments from
the Jamé editor.) Your conduct over
the years has established a pattern
which can be described in the least, as
derogatory of the general sentiments
of the Parsi Zoroastrian community. It
is our carnest request 1o you o tender
an unconditional apology in your im-
mediate issue of Jam-e-Jamshed fail-
ing which we will have no choice but
to move the appropriate courts/fauthori-
ties to seek redress which may include
but not be limited to closing down of
your publication.” Refusing to be
“cowed down by threats” Jamé pub-
lished these letters in its issue of Au-
gust 31 “to give the community aring-
side view of the depravity of minds.”

Describing Desai variously as “the
candidate of the Lunatic Fringe™ and
“a prize fruitcake™ The Samachar then
proceeded to carry the 2002 e-mail
correspondence between Desai (then
in favor of sitting trusiee Rustom
Tirandaz) and Hushidar Khurshed
Gandhi (supporting Maneck Engineer
who won the election). Desai had used
the occasion to attack Engineer as
“Midget Maneck™ and vilify the Godrej
family, Engineer being an employee
of that arganization. The Samachar’s
“Parsi tari arsi” column of Septem-
ber 14 added, “Gustad Gossip informs
us that Desai will get about 35 votes
and in the process, will succeed in
carving out a larger than life image of
Tamboly!...”

At Tamboly’s Rusiom Baug meet and
Desai’s meeting with voters in Dadar, the
main contention against Tamboly had fea-
tured around the absence of the prefix

Parsi wherever the term Zoroastrian was
comtinued on page 48



MATRIMONIAL

A 41-year-old, well-settled,
Delhi based Corporate
Lawyer seeks matrimonial
alliance from a cultured,
intelligent lady from a good
family. Working or non-
working no bar. She should
be a dog lover. The man is
a partner in a successful firm
and has an active social life.
Please send your reply to:

Tha Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (VP)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference code cited here.

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

Paying guest
accommodation available
in Colaba. Sea facing
flat, air-conditioned room
with attached bathroom.
Working women/air
hostesses preferred.
Write to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, (PG)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference code cited here.

Office Available

at
Lamington Road
between Opera House
and Grant Road
(3 minutes walk
from station)

3,600 sq ft or
2,000 sq ft and upto
90 ft parking space

Contact:

The Advertiser
Parsiana (Sept/OA)
GPO Box 892
Bombay 400001

‘Please make sure the reply envelope

bears the reference code cited here.
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Over 80 years of service
to Chemical Process Industry

Contact _us... —
Mazda House,Panchwati 2nd Lane Ambawadi Ahmedabad - 380 006. INDIA
Phone : + 91 (0) 79 6431014 (4 lines), 6442036 to 38 Fax : + 91 (0) 79656550
E-Mail. : vacuun@mazdahmnled com Website : hitp: a’a‘mmmazdalmtadmn
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COMMENT

Financial guidelines for trusts

Eighty-five percent of a trust’s income must be
utilized for charitable purposes in the accounting year

The Finance Act, 2002 has made several
amendmentsinthe Income-tax Act, 1961
(the Act) regarding charitable or reli-
gious trusts and institutions, The salient
features of these trusts and institutions
under section 11 of the Act are:

+85 percent of the trust income must be
applied in the accounting year itself 1o
charitable purposes;

+15 percent of the trust income can be
accumulated for an indefinite period
without any condition;

*The deferment of application of in-
come is permissible only in a case where
the income has not been received during
the accounting year;

*Donations from the corpus or income
for the accounting year to other ex-
empted trusts will be considered as ap-
plication of income for charitable pur-
poses and will be exempt from tax;
*The maximum period permissible for
accumulation of income from April 1,
2002 is five years;

*A charitable trust whose total income
in an accounting year exceeds one crore
rupees is not required now to publish its
accounts in a local newspaper.

In order to enjoy exemption from tax
to the full extent, generally speaking at
least 85 percent of the trust income has
to be applied to charitable purposes in
the accounting year itself. But the trust
income may become finally known only
at the end of the accounting year and it
may therefore become difficult to deter-
mine precisely the amount required to
be applied to charitable purposes béfore
the close of the year. Part of the income
accruing in the accounting year may be
received at the end of that year and
cannot therefore be applied to charitable
purposes in that year. In several cases
donations are received just a few days
before the expiry of the year. Several
interest warrants are also received in a
similar manner.

Such cases cause genuine difficulties
to the trust regarding application of its
income to charitable purposes in the
accounting year itself. Section 11(1) as
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amended now requires that the applica-
tion of the income in the immediately
following accounting year (i.e. the de-
ferment of application of income) can
be made only in cases where the whole
or any part of the income has not been
received during the accounting year.

The Act does not permit unrestricted
accumulation of the trust income. In
case of property held wholly for chari-
table purposes, the accumulation of trust
income should not be in excess of 15
percent of the aggregate of the income
from the trust property and voluntary
contributions deemed to be income un-
der section 12.

If 85 percent of the trust income is not
applied to charitable purposes during the
previous year and accumulation inexcess
of 15 percent of the trust income is made
forthe purposes of the trust, the income so
accumulated shall not be included in the
total income of the previous year if the
following two conditions are fulfilled:
*3 notice in writing should be given to
the assessing officer in Form No. 10 in
the prescribed manner specifying the
purpose for which the income is being
accumulated and the period for which
the income is to be accumulated, but in
no case is the income allowed to be
accumulated for more than five years in
respect of income accumulated on or
after April 1, 2001 and 10 years in re-
spect of income accumulated on or be-
fore March 31, 2001 and
sthe accumulated income should be in-
vested or deposited in the forms or modes
of investment specified in sub-section
(5) of section 11.

The accumulated income in respect
of which these conditions are satisfied is
entitled to exemption over and above
the 15 percent of the income allowed to
be accumulated without losing exemp-
tion. Where the income is accumulated
inexcess of the allowable limit, itisonly
the excess amount accumulated, and not
the entire trust income, which becomes
disentitled to exemption.

Donations from accumulated imcome

of a charitable trust to another exempted
trust will not be considered as application
of income for charitable purposes and
will be liable to tax accordingly. Thus
inter-trust donations can only be made out
of the corpus or the income for the ac-
counting year and not out of the accumu-
lated income of the trust. A charitable
trust may have surplus accumulated funds
which could be putto better use if donated
toothercharitable trusts doing better phil-
anthropic work. The trust is now prohib-
ited from making such donations. The
provision allowing inter-trust donations
only out of the corpus or the current year’'s
income is a retrograde step adversely
affecting the growth of charitable trusts in
the country,

Sub-section (3A) of section 11 pro-
vides that if due to unavoidable circum-
stances the accumulated income cannot
be applied for the purpose it was accu-
mulated, the assessing officer may per-
mit it to be applied for payment to any
other charitable trust in conformity with
the objects of the trust. The proviso lo
the sub-section now inserted takes away
the discretion of the assessing officer to
allow the charitable trust to apply the
accumulated income for payment to any
other charitable trust.

The recent amendment of sub-sec-
tion (3A) of section 11 made by the
Finance Act, 2003 provides that wherea
charitable trust which has invested its
income inthe prescribed forms or modes
is dissolved, the assessing officer may
allow the donation made by it to another
charitable trust as application of accu-
mulated income for charitable purposes
in the year in which the trust claiming
exemption is dissolved and the same
will be treated as application of income
for charitable purposes and will be ex-
empt from tax. This is by way of an
exception to the provision that inter-
trust donations can only be made out of
the corpus or income of the trust for the
accounting year.

Omission of the provision regarding

continued on page 56
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Ambassador for art

As the Metropolitan Museum of Art’'s associate director of exhibitions,
Dr Mahrukh Tarapor lives, breathes art

“An exhibition is like a visual book that
tells astory. Ithas its own juxtapositions,
arguments, theories. If those are weak,
it's like a bad book.” In a lei-
surely interview Dr Mahrukh
Tarapor, associate director for
exhibitions at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art (MMA),
New York (alfectionately
called the Met), explained to
Parsianathe dynamics behind
the shows organized by the in-
stitution.

Tarapor was in Bombay in December
2002 on one of her several annual visits,
Chary of publicity she had evaded ear-
lier attempis but, having succumbed 1o
the request of friend and benefactor
MNerges Erani, this purveyor of culture
was a mine of information graciously
shared.

Collating the Museum's annual of-
fering of anywhere between 30 1o 50
shows keeps Tarapor moving around the
world at a “frenetic pace.” And cach
major international show takes between
five Lo seven years to mount.

Toting a special diary with schedules
that run into 2010, Tarapor has to under-
take four to five visits per loan or object
displayed between her first request for
its loan from the owner
— be it private collec-
tor or foreign govern-
ment — to their signa-
ture on the loan docu-
ment. Between hertrips
to India in Sepiember
and December 2002,
her work had taken her
o Syria, Greece,
Munich, London,

Tarapor (above) and
the Met. All photos
courtesy the Melropolitan
Musaum of Anl
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Milan, Cairo, Russia, back to Greece,
and finally China.

The Met's 100 plus curators — each
of whom is an expert in his'her
field of specialization “like a
university faculty™ —comeup
with the ideas, says Tarapor.
For example the recent
Mesopotamian exhibition, Ary
of the First Cities: The Third
Millenninm BC from the Medi-

S rerranean to the Indus, was
proposed by its curator six years ago.
The curator works on the theme, its
intellectual justification, scope and for-
mal. Tarapor is initially involved in the
overall approval of the project along
with the Museum director Philippe de
Montebello. The next stage requires her
to work with the curator in selecting the
objects required “to illustrate the idea
behind the exhibition, planning on pa-
per, talking things through.”

Simultancously planning begins on
the shape of the caalogue, a photogra-
phy campaign around the world, doing
lots of traveling toidentify and locate the
pieces required for the show,

To secure those objects from around
the world is “the international part” of
Tarapor's job and can go on for three to

four years. “It is an expensive business
to ship artifacts. We have to ensure that
every piece is brought for a reason,” she
says.

After the objects come in the curator
works with the designer toevolve a Moor
plan. The Met's largest galleries are like
airplane hangars, says Tarapor. They
have 10 be reconfigured to suit the sub-
ject for each exhibition. Tarapor gave
the example of the Leonardo da Vinci
exhibition where they had to apportion
the big galleries because of the large
number of viewers it would attract. Bul
these had to be subdivided into small,
intimate rooms by the designers “to suit
the drawings.”

“You have to visualize a lot, have o
decide on the layout of the room befare
the walls are built.” The “sheet-rock”
walls may be painted or covered with
fabric. “The curator tells the painters, °l
want the blue of a Venetian morning’
and the painters do it! They have the
talent, that's why they're a part of the
Met,” her words echo her pride in the
organization.

Before the objects are housed for
display, the conservators are required 1o
ensure that the peripheral materials pro-
viding the backdrop are compatible 1o
them. As an example
Taraporstates that acer-
tain dye in an enclosed
area could damage a
metal object.

“Sometimes the con-
servalor IS overcautious;
sometimes the designer
gets carried away.”
Clashes occur when the
conservator refuses 1o
accept what the designer
likes and they land in
Tarapor's office for
some “quiet hand-
holding and diplo-

(s
e ANTEMTSLA

GENTILESCHI

i
-
-
-

]



UltraVertibolt

LIFETIME VALUE

Godrej presents India's first Unpickable Ultra Locking Systems.

Only the Ultra Locking System can
make sure that your loved ones
remain completely safe, even when
you're not at home.

Absolutely unpickable, these locks
can only be opened by their own
special UltraKeys. A technological
breakthrough, the UltraKey comes
in an ubelievable 100 million
combinations, so that no two sets of
UltraKeys are the same.These keys

UltraDisclock

. Ultralatch

have been manufactured by
computer controlled machines and
have randomly placed dimples of
different depths on their surface. All
this makes the UltraKey virtually
impossible to duplicate and ensures
that your family remains totally safe.
What's more, the UltraKey is also
reversible, making it the most easy
to use, high security locking system
that your family could ever have.

15 yeor guaraniee ogoinyl mechanicol defects. Conditions opply.

Peace of mind.
Guaranteed.
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Inkpor of Emperor Jehangir
at the MMA — the Sylmaris
Collection gified by George
Coe Graves

Below: Minbar from the
Kutubivva Mosque and (lefi)
detail of the carved panels
Photos: Bruce White
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Left: The fountain in the Court of the Lions at the
Alhambra, Granada Pnote: R, Singh

Below: Bazur, the Turanian Wizard ar the MMA,
bequest of William Milne Grinnell

Tarapor with the late Elizabeth Windsor, Queen
Mother of Britain; Lefi: Saragossa, Alja feria, inter-
secting arches in the courtyard (Photo: Sheldan Collins)



macy.” It is also her function 10 ensure
that the design around the objet d’art
does not overpower it.

In the negotiation of loans for exhibi-
tions, reciprocity is the name of the game.
*We don’t pay but we are very generous
lenderstootherexhibitors, lending 4,000
to 6,000 objects every year from our
collections,” says Tarapor. In all cases
the horrower coversthe cost of transpor-
tation and insurance. When an object
travels, it needs “nail 1o nail insurance
(from taking a painting offthe wall tothe
time it is returned to its home).”

Tarapor’soffice alsocoordinates new
acquisitions for the Met. The curators
identify suitable objects; the conserva-
tors might run tests on them with the
permission of the vendors and a special
acquisitions commiltee comprising a
group of the Museum's trustees who are
big individual collectors provide the en-
dowments, interest on which finances
the purchase. "“When the curator makes
a presentation about an object being
worthwhile for the Met, these extraordi-
narily generous and enlightened people
often will buy for the Met,” says Tarapor.

Tarapor describes hersell as being
“extraordinarily lucky. I never had to
write 4 job application in my life. Ulti-
mately I owe it all to my parents (Perin
and the late Keki Tarapor). They had a
modest background but my sister (Gool
Clemensen) and | grew up observing
them offering help to others in whatever
way they could. [don'tthink I'mas good

With Spain’s minister of culture,
signing the exhibition contract

(Photo: Javier Algarra)
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as them, but I learn from my mother —
even today! Maybe that's why | keep
returning to India so ofien —because, in
the professional world you get caught
up, sometimes too much, just in the
pleasures and problems of yourown life.
Also, in America you don’t see as much
abvious need...”

Keki Tarapor was manager of the
Carlton Hotel in Kodaikanal when the
property belonged to Nerges and the lae
Keki Erani of Steelage, and his daughiers
schooled at the Presentation Convent there
— a grounding whose importance
Mahrukh appreciates even now. “l owe a
lot 10 Nerges aunty. If my father hadn’t
had that job, | wouldn't have gone 1o that
school. Without a very high degree of
education, and often making sacrifices
themselves, my parents did everything
they could w encourage and support us so
that our dreams could be fulfilled. It's a
debt you can never fully repay...”

Tarapor’sdreamcame close to ground-

“ing. Wanting to major in Indian ant, she

leamt there was no such course available
at Bombay University. Shecompleted her
English Honors from Bombay's 5t
Xavier's College and eamed a scholar-

In Agra, on tour with MMA trustees

ship 10 Boston College where she com-
pletedher MLA. Following this, she sought
aninterview with Prof Morton Bloomtield,
then head of the English department at
Harvard University. The interview fo-
cussed on Harvard's competitiveness and
didn’t sound positive unul Bloomfield
suddenly asked, " Are youa Zoroastrian?”
He considered Zoroastrians “the Jews of
India.” Once the connection was made the
interview became personal and Tarapor
ended up in Harvard for the next seven
years, doing her PhD in English literature.

Simultaneously she took courses in
fine arts, spent a semester studying In-
dian archaeology at the University of
Stockholm and Islamic An in Cairo,
spent summers in Greece taking courses
in Greek philosophy and literature. By
the time her doctoral thesis had been
accepted, Tarapor had a jobawaiting her
in the English department of auniversity
in Massachuseus. Then, one morning
she woke in panic with the realization
that she couldn’t spend the restof herlife
teaching English literature...

“My career is a series of lucky acci-
dents,” muses Tarapor as she recalls the
extraordinary patience of Prof John
Rosenfield, head of the Department of
Fine Aris at Harvard (and an authority
on Indian sculpture and Japanese art)
who heard her out and proposed a way
oul: would she be willing to do her
research in London? Tarapor was will-
ing but hadn’t the finance to make iL
Rosenfield requested her English pro-
fessor not to sign off on her dissertation,
so that he could arrange for Harvard to
finance her trip and stay in London.
Armed withintroductions o the Victoria
and Albert Museum and the India Office
Library she put together a dissertation
on “Indian painting and architecture un-
der the British” that became part two of
her doctoral thesis, the first part having
been “India in British Fiction.”

Three 10 four uneasy months of wait-
ing ended when mentor Rosenfield called
to acquaint her with a job opening
as Head of Gallery Education at
MNew York's Asia Society—asmall
private institution established by
John D. Rockefeller — where she
worked for four years until another
of her professors from Harvard,
Swart Cary Welch, a great con-
noisseur of Indian paintings, was
appointed as special consultant in
charge of the Department of Is-

continued on page 49



MEDICINE

Doing a bloody good job!

Dr Zarin Bharucha has devoted her career to ensure.
that safe, quality blood is supplied to those who need it

*Aregulardonor’s blood is always time-
tested. It is important to screen donors.
In Singapore, Australia and Japan, the
law punishes people who donate blood
in spite of knowing that they are HIV
positive. Although
the Indian Penal Code
has such asection...in
India we cannol
implement it as
people then will not
come forward,” de-
clares Dr Zarin 8.
Bharucha, a founder
member of the Fed-
erationof Bombay Blood Banks (FBBB)
and currently its chairperson since 1996.
Her knowledge of blood banking and
transfusion medicine acquired over the
last 37 years has been effectively uti-
lized by different national and inlerna-
tional organizations with which she has
been associated.

She is a member of the Expert Com-
mittee, Blood Safety Department, World
Health Organization (WHO) headquar-
ters, Geneva; council member of the
International Society of Blood Transfu-
sion, member of the Global Collabora-
tion of Blood Safety (GCBS), member
of the National Blood Transfusion Coun-
cil, and chairperson of the Blood Trans-
fusion Committee, Bombay Red Cross.
According to a National Blood Policy
that was drafted by a commiltee chaired
by Bharucha, it is the hospitals which
should be made responsible for blood
supply and not the patients’ relatives,
whether emergency or not. The whole
system is getting revamped but what is
needed is “more support from the gov-
ernment for approvals and the media for
awareness,” states Bharucha reiterating
that voluntary blood donor recruitment
is the safest way to ensure quality blood.

“Everything that one does should
(ensure) quality — procurements, staff
training, screening of blood donors, test-
ing, slorage, separation and processing
of blood, documentation... (We need)

Blerucha:
ensure quality
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good manufacturing practices in order
to have quality! Yes, a blood bank is
considered a manufacturer. 1t is a prod-
uctto be given to a patient. In essence, it
is considered a drug and, in India, it
comes under the Drug Controller. Unul
and unless the Drug Controller licenses
the blood bank, it cannot operate,” ex-
plains Bharucha who, with her vast ex-
perience, has also trained the Food and
Drugs Administration (FDA)inspectors,

Through the GCBS, “we assess the
needs for blood transfusion (BT) ser-
vice in various countries and develop
standards for their blood banks. We also
see what is being done in the developing
countries, how the blood is tested, how
they manage within their limited re-
sources... We have various committees
to take care of these aspects. I'm on the
committee of quality control,” mentions
Bharucha.

At the local level Bharucha regis-
tered FBBB as a society and a charitable
trust. Soon there was betler cooperation
between blood banks and techniques
improved. The FBBB was successful in
pushing the voluntary blood donation
movement and creating public aware-
ness. Currently, an interactive voice re-
sponse system is introduced through the
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited
(MTNL) for the benefit of Bombay citi-
zens. All one needs to do is dial 1910, a
toll free number, to get information re-
garding availability of blood.

FBBB has become a unique organi-
zation in the country. A number of In-
dian states have tried to emulate it, but
remain unsuccessful. Explains Bharu-
cha: *This is because a lot of coopera-
tion and coordination is required. We
had brought people together by helping
them solve their day-lo-day technical
problems. Since nursing homes do not
have their own blood banks, we are
trying to organize funds to deliver blood
to nursing homes via scooters — like the
ones that carry pizzas for customers.”

In April 1985 Bharucha left for

Rivadh's National Hospital as BT spe-
cialist. She was assigned the job of start-
ing an independent blood bank there:
“*The blood bank present there was de-
pendent on blood from USA. There was
fear that the blood could be HIV in-
fected. Our aim was to get blood from
locals voluntarily. We put up poslers,
roped in expatriates and created aware-
ness of AIDS, It was particularly diffi-
cult w0 get donors during Ramadaan
(Fasting month). People used to come
forward to get their blood groups checked
for getting a driving licence. We made it
a pre-condition that they will have Lo
donate blood if they wanted their blood
groups checked.” This idea worked well.
The blood bank at the National Hospital
started successfully collecting blood
from locals. The center received ac-
creditation from the American Associa-
tion of Blood Banks (AABB).

AIDS awareness has actually aided
the BT program in India as well. Now
the National AIDS Control Organiza-
tion (NACO)., which comes under the
Ministry of Health, New Delhi, has
started controlling India’s BT programs.

In fact Bharucha developed an inter-
estintransfusion medicine in 1966 when
she joined the Tata Blood Bank at the J.
J. Hospital: “In those days we used to
colleet blood in bottles. I learnt every-
thing connected to blood banking —
how to prepare solutions, prepare our
own sets, what the needle should be like,
when it should be discarded... 1 even
learnt about reagents which are used for
testing blood. We got patients suffering
from thalassemia who required BT.
Under the guidance of Dr R. 3. Sharma,
chief blood bank officer, Tata Blood
Bank, we did research on these patients.
They are usually from certain commu-
nities in Maharashtra. We then went to
Mangalore and Goa to do genetic stud-
ies. In 1969, when it appeared in jour-
nals that the Australia Antigen was asso-
ciated with Hepatitis, we started devel-
oping a technique and doing the test



ourselves. By the early seventies [ was
the firstin India to start testing Hepatitis
patients.”

In 1969 Bharucha did a two-month
course in Blood Group Serology and
Blood Transfusion Methodology at the
Blood Group Research Centre (BGRC)
of the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search, Bombay.

In 1971 Sharma left for Australia.
Being an academician himsell, he had
dinned into Bharucha the importance of
academics. Besides, she knew that she
would not go far without any post-gradu-
ate qualification. She joined the Nair
Hospital and T. N. Medical College in
June 1971 and 100k over its blood bank.
The Nair Hospital blood bank at that
time was considered the best in the city
“in spite of many lacunae. including a
severe space crunch.” Bharucha com-
pleted her MD (Doctorate of Medicine)
in pathology and bacteriology in 1974,
Sadly, BT was not partof the MD course.
Laments the doctor: “There was no for-
mal training course anywhere in this
field. It is only recently that some board
exams in BT have started in the US. An
MD course in BT has also
started in Lucknow, and is
recognized by the Medical
Council of India as a spe-
cialty.”

Whilst at the Nair Hospi-
tal, Bharucha was granted a
six-month WHO Fellowship
in BT at the Southwest Re-

Family portrait (from lefi):
Manesh, Dilnavaz, grand-
daughter, Tanvi, Khush-
e, Sarin and Seli
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gional Transfusion Centre, Bristol, UK.
It is only after undergoing the Fellow-
ship in 1979, that for the first time in
India. in 1981, she managedto geta Cell
Separator, a machine used o separate
platelets from blood for cancer patients.
In 1982 she once again went 1o UK for
further training in this technology.

In April 1988 the pathologist took
over the management of the blood bank
at the Tata Memorial Hospital. She con-
verted it into a state-of-the-art Depart-
mentof Transfusion Medicine withcom-
prehensive systems.

After her retirement from the Tata
Memorial Hospital in 2000 Bharucha
was appointed national consultant by
the WHO to assist NACO intheir projec
toestablish modern blood banks insome
backward states of India like Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh. As project coordinator, she se-
lected suitable sites for establishing
model blood centers, developed blue
prints, devised equipment specifications,
advised procurement of equipment, pre-
pared staffl requirements/organograms
and job specifications, and drafted and

Left (L to R): 5. Bharucha, Silloo Kavarana, Chandy
Batlivala, 7. Bharucha and the fare Dr lan Young, head of
the Blood Departinent, Iniernational Federation of Red
Cross. Above: Z. Bharucha receives an award from Wesi
Bengal mavor Satam in 1998

obtained signed MOUs (Memorandum
of Understanding ) forcommitment from
states. She is now handling temporary
assignments as short-term consultant or
temporary advisor for WHO, South East
Asia Regional Office (SEARO) and the
head quarters at Geneva,

Apart from contributing 1o several
national and international journals, and
academic publications she has authored
the book, Mmtroduction o Transfusion
Medicine and has edited the book,
Organisation and Management of Blood
Transfusion.

At present she is busy organizing the
Asia Pacific Conference of the Interna-
tional Society of BT to be held in New
Delhi in November 2003. Teaching BT
is very important for Bharucha as “it 1s
not done correctly inall developing coun-
tries all over the world.” She had 1o
undergoseveral educational visits abroad
and learn everything there is 1o learn,
Therefore she has always felt the need
for starting a BT training institute in
India. She is presently working on a
project of establishing a training center
in Bombay for the Maharashtra State BT
Coungil,

Bharucha. herself, had to
pursue medicine against
great odds, born in a middle
class family on October 23,
1940. While father Minoo
was principal of the
Jejeebhoy Dadabhoy Char-
ity School, mother Dossan
was a housewife. Minoo
never wanted his daughter
to study in the same school
where he was principal.
Zarin was admitted in the
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir High School
{(Gujarati medium). A very conscien-
tious student, she made time for extra-
curricularactivities such as debates, elo-
cution competitions, drawing, etc. After
passing her School in 1957, she studied
science al Elphinstone College. Whilst
her school principal advised her to study
law, her father was insistent that she 1ake
up medicine, a5 his own studies in medi-
cine were lefl incomplete due to finan-
cial constraints,

As fate would have it, Minoo expired
a year later when Zarin had completed
only her first year in college. Family
members advised her to give up studies,
find a job and start shouldering family
responsibilities. Only Jal Engineer, a
professor taking extra classes in the first
year of college and inter-science, per-
suaded Zarin to pursue her studies irre-
spective of whether she could pay the
fees or not. She passed her inter-science
with distinction, passed her MBBS from
the Seth G. 8. Medical College and after
completing herresidency atthe K. E. M.
Hospital, tried to start her own practice.
Seeing the plight of patients and having
gone through a financial crisis herself
she “used to feel bad charging patients,”
she says withawarmsmile, Onrealizing

The hospitals
should be made
responsible for blood
supply and not the
patients’ relatives

that private practice was not her cup of
tea, she joined the Taia Blood Bank.

An ardent follower of the Zoroas-
trian religion, the doctor does not agree
with “all the views of Parsis. Though
considered a westernized, modern-
ized, forward-looking community,
what is happening now seems Lo be
just the opposite. [ am not against
inter-caste marriages. My own daugh-
ter is happily married to a Gujarati
boy. Amongst such couples both may
follow their own religion and allow
their offspring to choose the religion
between the two... Religion and caste
are two different issues.”

On dakhmenashini, she comments;
“The method used for dakhmenashini
was adapted to the environment in ear-
lier days. Now, it is better 1o introduce
cremation instead of allowing bodies o

putrefy in the absence of vultures at the
Tower of Silence.”

Bharucha values the unflinching
support from her loving husband Soli,
aretired senior executive from Kilburn
Engineering Limited. Soli keeps him-
self occupied as secretary of the A, H.
Wadia Baug Society, Parel where he
resides with Zarin and younger daugh-
ter Khushnuma, a research officer,
working on the stem cell project of
Reliance Life Sciences. Their elder
daughter, Dilnavaz Zaveri, a house-
wife, married 1o Manesh, is settled
abroad. Zarin has two siblings. Elder
brother, Kersi Gyara, did his BCom
and aimed 1o become a chartered ac-
countant. Unfortunately, nature struck
and he suffers from a mental ailment.
Younger brother Rumi Gyara, “aself-
made man,” is an electronic engineer
and a successful entrepreneur in Ban-
galore.

MNearly a dozen awards have been
conferred on Bharucha to honor her
professional commitment. But she pre-
fers not to dwell on them, saying: “One
keeps working and one keeps gelting
awards.” Her source of inspiration is her
conscience “that doesn't allow me 1o sit
back.”

Your
only full line
source of
all abrasive
products

M # Ahmedobod @ Bongalore @ Baroda » Caleutta @ Chennai @ Coimbatore @ Delhi # Foridobod  Indore
® igipur » Jamshedpur ® Konpur » Ludhiana  Mumba @ Nagpur » Pune = Rajkot » Ronchi e Secundercbed  MOWTON LD

GRINODWELL

34 Parsana Septombor 2003




BUSINESS

Schedule of expansion
Their new 3,800 sq {t central (corporate)
office at Nirlon House, Worli is in tune
with the times. The design is contempo-
rary, the decor in soft shades adds to the
brightness of the premises. Located on the
well-known Dr Annie Besant Road in
Bombay, The Zoroastrian Co-operative
Bank Limited, now a scheduled bank, has
other corporates all around for company.
“We were very short of space at the
old central office at Kushesh Mansionin
Fort, which were rented premises. We
intend to grow and as we had generated
reserves from profit and created a build-
ing fund, we went in for outright pur-
chase of these premises,” explains Farokh
Banatwalla, the Bank's chief executive
officer (CEOQ) and managing director.
The neat, open-plan seating currently
accommaodates around 25 people, with
provision for up to 63 people in future.
“Thisoffice is situated at the centerof
alloureight branches in Bombay, so that
makes control and administration easy,”
states the CEO. With a new Extension
Counter (EC) opened on September 14
at the Rustomjee International School in
Dahisar, the Zoroastrian Bank 1s explor-
ing the possibility of opening more ECs
in Parsi baugs or other residential areas.

Zoroastrian Bank's new office:
comtemporary corporate ambieince
{alongside and below left) and
Banatwalla (seared) with senior
meanager Dolly Misiry (left), Hilla
Avari {right) and general manager
Aspi Katgara

*The Bank has also obtained a license
from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
for opening a branch at Thana and nego-
tintions have been finalized with the
Thana Anjuman Trust for premises ina
predominant locality,” states the Bank’s
76th annual report 2002-2003. More
branches at Lalbaug, Santacruz and
Malad are being planned and applica-
tions have been forwarded to the RBI,
state Bank sources. All the existing nine
branches (Mumbai Mainat Fort, Tardeo,
Dadar, Bandra, Mahim, Andheri,
Lokhandwala and Borivli and one in
Poona) are fully computerized and the
Bank plans to soon network all its
branches with the central office, accord-
ing 1o the report.

With the RBI conferring the sched-
uled status with effect from March 8,
2003, Banatwalla remarks that the Bank
obtained this rating in adverse markel
conditions: ““There have lately been sev-
eral scams in cooperative banks. It is o

our credit that even in such circum-
stances the REI had confidence in our
operations and has granted us the new
status.” The Bank will greatly benefitin
the long term as depositors, borrowers
and the public view scheduled banks
with greater confidence, he asserts.

In the last year the Bank was also
granted a license for buying and selling
foreign currency and travelers cheques.
“One doesn't have to be a Zoroastrian
Bank customer to avail of this facility.
This is a totally independent transac-
tion,” says the CEO. The Bank has ini-
tially started this at its Mumbai Main
branch under a tie up arrangement with
Thomas Cook (I) Limited and American
Express Travel Related Services, the
report notes. “We are looking for other
tie ups with travel agentstobring in more
customers,” states Banatwalla, The Bank
also seeks to attract more NRO (non-
resident ordinary) and NRE (non-resi-
dentexternal)deposits. The 189accounts

C—



in the non-resident (NR ) portfolio stand
at atotal of Rs 286.89 lakhs as on March
31, 2003 with 80 percent of NR custom-
ers being Zoroastrians.

In the course of the year Hoshang 5.
Kohina took over as chairman from
Jehanbux Gandevia who stepped down
fromoffice because of his age. Gandevia
had been associated with the Bank from
1977-2002 as director, vice chairman
and chairman (see “Banking on its bal-
ance,” Parsiana, December 1998), “The
Bank achieved success due to his fore-
sight in inducting professional execu-
tives and wide spreading the spectrum of
banking activities. During his tenure as
chairman, the Bank changed its policy
soas toallow membership toall commu-
nities, which provided ample opportuni-
ties for the Bank to expand and improve
the business, culminating in qualifying
itself to rank as a scheduled bank,” the
report acknowledges.

The Bank's net profits for the year
ended March 31, 2003 stood at Rs 477.03
lakhsand the Bank declared the maximum
permissible dividend payable under the
Maharashtra Co-operative Societies Act,
1960, working out to Rs 3.75 per share (@
15 percent) amounting to Rs 70,68,949,
MNow into its 77th year, the Bank's share-
holders increased from 10,843 on March
31,2002 w0 11,061 a year later, compris-
ing 389 firms and companies and 10,672
individuals. The subscribed and paid-up
capital registered an increase of Rs
43,96,500, working out to 9.83 percent
over the previous year,

Depositsincreased to Rs212.42 crore,
arise of 13.06 percent over the previous
year's Rs 187.88 crore. The Non Per-
forming Assets(NPA)stood at Rs461.58
lakhs in March 2003, compared 1o Rs
245.63 lakhs the previous March. This
works out to 4.33 percent of the ad-
vances. The net NPAs continue to be
reflected as nil as the Bank has provided

anamountof Rs 726.32 lakhs as Bad and
Doubtful Debts Reserve. An additional
Rs 57.39 lakhs is provided as Reserves
against Standard Assels as a prudent
provisioning policy. “The Bank contin-
ues to lay emphasis on granting loans
and advances to the priority sector and
weakersections,” like small scale indus-
trial units, self employed persons includ-
ing professionals such as architects, en-
gineers, doclors, lawyers,
chartered accountants,
women entrepreneurs,
etc, the reportstates. “Our |
collection machinery is
quite good,” says
Banatwalla. A non-pay-
ment of even one install-
ment sees personal fol-
low-ups from the recov-
ery officerand the branch
manager, if required.
“Overdues are reported
Lo us. We also follow up °
at the seniormost level,”
he notes,

“The board of direc-
tors held a condolence (meeting) on De-
cember 30, 2002 on the untimely demise
of Khushrooh P. Byramjee, director...
the board recollected his contribution to
the Bank and his vast experience and
knowledge...," the report states. The
board also recorded its appreciation of
services rendered over 16 years by inter-
nal auditor Sam Bajan who had com-
pleted the major part of the audit for the
year ending March 31, but who passed
away in May 2003 just before the sign-
ing of the accounts. The board appointed
the same firm of chartered accountants,
Damania, Panday and Bajan, as the in-
ternal auditor, with senior partner Dinyar
Bhathena in charge.

Having achieved total business of Rs
318.96 crore in March 2003, as compared
to only Rs 12,76 crore a decade ago, the

Jimmy Mistry (lefi, back):
national limelight

Bank is aiming at a growth rate in general
business of around 20 percent, according
to Bank sources. More information on the
Bank can be obtained from its website:
www.zoroastrianbank.com

Young at the top

Profiled in Parsiana as early as 1997
(see “Touch wood!™ July-August "97),
A2-vear-old Jimmy Mistry, managing di-
rector of Della Tecnica,
shares space on the cover
of business today (May 11,
2003}, with two others de-
scribed as ‘new new entre-
preneurs’ and “tomorrow's
leaders of India Inc.”
Mistry also merits a four-
page write-up, adorned
with illustrations of the
company’s interior design
and execution, in the July
2003 issue of Business Bar-
LY.

In a snapshot profile of
Mistry titled *Designer Suc-
cess,” business roday writes:
*“By the mid 1990s, he had started import-
ing and selling Italian furniture, but be-
lieved that he would be betier off adding
value. “We wanted to corporatize our busi-
ness,’ recollects Mistry, explaining Della
Tecnica's transformation into an interior
solutions provider in 2000. The move
helped: wrnover has zoomed from two
lakh rupees in 1995 to Rs 52 crore today;
andclientsinclude STARTV, ACNielsen
and Bajaj Allianz. And so Mistry can
afford an office ata 100-year-old colonial
style building, a 32,000 sq ft production
center at Daman, and a clutch of fast
bikes.” Buthe still misses the Yamaha, the
magazine adds, which he had sold for Rs
18,000 to fund his first venture!

Misiry is among the 16 profiles ina
swathe of industries from steel and bat-
teries to beedis and wine whose enter-

Innovative Zubin Wadia, proprietor of
Mazda Glass which makes Zarathushira
and farohars in erched glass, has intro-
duced a line of fiberglass and “Korean
solid surface marble powder” products.
A I5-inch, white figure of Zarathushira
costs Rs 3,700; a painted (eyes, beard,
etc) Zarathushrra is priced ai Rs 4,000.
Small three-inch figures of the Prophet
costing Rs 300 each have been made
especially for cars, says Wadia. “The
material is imported and the product
manufaciured here in Bombay, " he ex-
plains. More information can be ob-
tained from www.mazdaart.com
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prise is, the magazine
notes, “aboul the
epiphanic process by
which some of us hit
upon ideas that work. It
involves a healthy dose
of opportunism, luck
and industry mixed into
one compelling brew...”

In “CEO Office De-
sign, “Think Big, Think
Different,”” Business
Barons commends
Della Tecnica's rapid
turnaround time for



The Della Tecnica touch at Dadar's Rustomframna Agiary
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projects. It designs and delivers world
class interiors within a time frame of 45
to 60 days, be it a 1,000 sq fi office ora
80,000 sq ft corporate building,” be it in
Bombay, or Kanpur, Gauhati, Cochin or
Trivandrum. From the design and ex-
ecution of research and development
laboratories for pharmaceutical compa-
nies like Fulford India, or news studios
for STAR. TV, or radio stations for Ra-
dio City 91 FM, Mistry's specialized
teams look o every aspect — design and
project management, electrical, plumb-
ing, production and installation and even
zo one siep ahead by providing facility
maintenance services to their clients af-
ter the project is completed.

The magazine notes the “dynamic
character of its youthful and creatively
restless founder.” Mistry has a “certain
flexibility built into his own nature...
This particular trait has become synony-
mous with the way in which Della
Tecnica as a firm operates.”

“Dadar resident Jimmy Mistry isaman
with a mission,” writes Fareeda Kanga in
the Bombay Times, describing the reli-
gious-minded Mistry"s philanthropic de-
sign. “As soon as | heard that the 75-year-
old Rustomframna Agiary in Dadarneeded
a facelift, 1 jumped at the opportunity o
offermyexpertise...” Mistry said o Kanga.
Mistry “spared no energy and expense
(solely from his own pocket)” to redo the
Agiary's interiors without changing the
basic elements of the original structure,
The cracked flooring was replaced where
required with Italian marble, broken cor-
nices and molding redone, doors and win-
dows covered with layer upon layer of oil
paint were stripped and the glory of old
wood restored. Partitions haphazardly fit-
ted which were causing smoke from the
fire to remain trapped inside were re-
moved and a proper ventilation system
created. A stunning Zen-like landscaped
garden was laid in the compound outside
on the lines of the garden at the
Swaminarayan temple in London,” writes
Kanga. Mistry wishes to offer financial or
technical support to other fire-temples
too, should they require renovation. “(I)
think this is the best way I could repay
society and offer thanks for any success |
have achieved in this city,” he says.

Among Mistry's recent innovations
is the redoing of the Marine Drive Police
Station opposite the Cricket Club of
India, with contemporary new interiors
seeking to infuse the men in khaki with
fresh ambience and energy.

continued on page 56



BOOKS

A Balcony view

Bombay: Balconies and Verandahs — the
space beyond by Ayesha Taleyarkhan. Pub-
lished in 2002 by Neeru Manda, Crossover
Media and Design Private Limited, A-15,
Deeplakshmi, Prabhadevi, Bombay 400025,
Tel: 24381689, Pp: 125. Price: Rs 1,000,

“Balconies seemed to be beckoning...
Some were exquisite and had clearly
been well maintained. Others seemed o
have barely weath-
ered years of pollu-
tion and neglect. And
then I would often
catch a glimpse of the

crowded and colorful

kind; pieces of clut-

tered households EREESSE
overflowing onto the  Talevarkhan:
cityscape... Asapho- “integrating
tographer 1 passion- images”

ately felt the need 1o

capture this concept on film, integrating
the images with the changing lifestyles
and the ever-changing scenarios of a
metropolis like Bombay,” writes Ayesha
Taleyarkhan to explain the genesisof the
book, Bombay: Balconies and Veran-
dahs — the space beyond,

“Many books have been writien about
Bombay and its various facets. None 1o
my knowledge has ever been wrillen
about the balconies of Bombay. And so
Bombay: Balconies and Verandahs be-
comes the first of its kind,” the message
of the municipal commissioner of
Bombay K. C. Srivastava is carried in
the book. “Beautifully presented this
book is a perfect fusion of text and
design and will give you the opportunity
to understand Bombay’s history — so-
cial, cultural and architectural —through
its buildings and in particular, its balco-
nies. This volume is a must-have addi-
tion to the book collection of anyone
who loves Bombay,” he adds.

“First Ayesha and her idea were
dropped in my lap. What a great idea! It
appealed. Then Ayesha dropped some
5,000 pictures in my lap. Great pictures.
What a challenge!” writes project direc-
tor Neeru Nanda who, as credits Tale-
yarkahan, “put her formidable creative
and organizational expertise behind the
concept (to) demystify the whole pro-
cessof transforming my ideaintoa book.”

“Instead of laking the conventional
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‘research-the-subject’ route, 1 let the pic-
tures tell me astory,” Mandaexplains her
rationale for dividing the book into five
sections: “How the megalopolis can be
viewed from a balcony; how the balco-
nies serve as the architects’ muse; how
the balconies become a metaphor for the
character and mood of the people; how
the balconies are a medley of stories and
memories for the people; how the bal-
cony has gone through a metamorphosis
illustrative of the changes in peoples’
lives.”

The text accompanying Taleyar-
khan's incisive visuals in separale sec-
tions is contributed by different writers
— Mini Chandran-Kurian, Rahul
Mehrotra, Madhulika Varma, Meenakshi
Agrawal and Brinda Somaya. Lest there
be confusion, the readeris told that while
a verandah is an entire wrap around
space that covers a large portion of the
facade of the building, the balcony’s
limited projection is localized toaroom.
Balconies and verandahs in Bombay are
found in fourdistinct architectural styles
— the classical or the neo-classical like
the Royal Institute of Science and the
Cowasji Jehangir Hall, the neo-Gothic
like the Bombay University Library and
the High Court, vernacularor traditional
like Khotachi Wadi and the villages of
Bandra, and the art deco buildings along-
side the Oval Maidan oron Marine Drive.

While some of the balconies orscenes
as seen from a balcony are “oh so famil-
iar.’ there are many which may have
escaped the reader’s eye. Captions on
every page would thus have been wel-
come to familiarize the reader with the
different nooks and corners, or beams
and pillars of Bom-
bay.

The functional
purposes of a bal-
cony/verandah are
differently explai-
ned: as practical re-
sponses to the tropi-
cal climate or as
spaces designated
for ‘hangingout’ be-
yond the threshold
of the homes with-
outsieppingontothe
street, a place to dry
your clothes and
gossip with the

neighbors, a space to satisfy the basic
instinct of curiosity, a cozy den for the
wife, a playroom for the kids, a leisure
room for the entire family, a hothouse of
plants. With the increasing shortage of
space in Bombay, dust, noise and pollu-
tion force people to enclose their balco-
nies. Also the affluent prefer to shut the
world outside with giant glass panes,
The higher the status, the darker the
panes.

Institutes are making innovative uses
of their balconies. At the Cowasji
Jehangir Hall, now the National Gallery
of Modern Art, the balconies and veran-
dahs are being used for acoffee shop and
a meeting place as the airconditioned
interiors have ceased to be interactive.
Al the INHS Asvini and the B, D. Petit
Parsce General Hospital (PGH) too the
verandahs permit patients tointeract with
visiting family and friends. The veran-
dahs play an important part in the heal-
ing process. In this context Taleyarkhan
told Parsiana how disappointed she was
when she was not given permission to
shoot at the PGH, an institution and
architecture that she much admires,

Over the months that she shot the
different architectural facades of
Bombay, sometimes with prior intro-
duction, somelimes unannounced, in
mostcases “people were unfailingly sup-
portive and helpful,” Taleyarkhan ac-
knowledges in her book. “T was literally
rediscovering my beloved city and see-
ing it with fresh eyes...in certain parts of
Bombay | was almost a tourist,” writes
the photographerconfessing how attimes
she would spot “the perfect balcony,
tantalizingly hidden behind dense foli-
age, just out of my
camera’sreach. Other
times [ had to do ab-
solutely nothing. The
photograph was wait-
ing forme—with the
most perfect compo-
sition and lighting."”

Havingevolvedas
aphotographer, Tale-
yarkhan had started
off in the black and
white era of editorial
photography when
she was with Business
India. She then
moved ontothe glitzy
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Facing page: Balconies serve a
purpose while offering a view
beyond

world of advertising photography of the
late "80s and "90s. “Insightful yet con-
temporary would aptly describe Aye-
sha's style,” notes an introduction to the
photographer on the inside back jacket
of the coffee table book. "A
photographer’s best work is done for
herself,” she believes.

There were many people whose “in-
put, encouragement and support™ Tale-
yarkhan valued for the success of this
project: close friend Phiroze MNagar-
vala, Nanda, creative director Seema
Shroff-Zaveri, Jayashree Menon who
“kept the text lively yet relevant™ and
all the assistants. While Zarir Cama of
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor-
poration guided her on the financial
aspects, the project was made viable
thanks to the sponsorship of HDFC
and The Indian Hotels Company Lim-
ited. Among members of the commu-
nity who pledged their support to her
mission were Pheroza Godrej, Cyrus
and Jamshed Guzder. 1 would like to
dedicate this book to my parents, Jini
and Zal Taleyarkhan who recognized

me for the free spirit that 1 am and
were enlightened enough to encour-
age and nurlure my creative talents,”
mentions Taleyarkhan while also
thanking her son Kabir, and sisters
Lyla Gazder and Dinah Jain for put-
ting up with her “obsession with this
work and bad moods when deadlines
approached.”

Taleyarkhan embarked on this, “her
maiden venture,” for the Bombay born
and raised lady felt the need to give back
to the metropolis “in some small way, a
part of the joy she experienced growing
up in this city.” Parinaz M. Gandhi
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MEDIA

Gujarati Jowrnalism -

The Parsi Punch

The Parsi journalists enriched not only the field of Indian
journalism but also the Gujarati language

The Parsi contribution to the Gujarati
language, journalism and printing 15 leg-
endary. The first Gujarati types were cut
by a Parsi, the first Gujarati newspaper
and the first Gujarati .ulm"umt. were pub-
lished by a Parsi.

DrRatan R. Marshall of Sm’:n,ugl:mt
in the field of Gujarati literature, over 56
years agosubmitted adissertation on the
“History of Gujarati Journalism.” He
notes this was the first dissertation ac-
cepled for a PhD in the Gujarati depart-
ment of Bombay University.

Two years ago Marshall prepared a
paper on the contribution of Parsis to
Gujarati journalism for a seminar on
Irani-Parsi culture. The paper was trans-
lated into English by Prof Ashok N.
Desai, head of the English departiment,
Z.F. Wadia Women's Collegeand N, K.
Jhota College of Commerce.

An edited and abnidged version of

Marshall's paper is being serialized in
five parts in Parsiana. The first four

sections dealt with the establishment of

the Miunbai Samachar, Jam-e-Jamshed,
Kaiser-E-Hind, Saanj Vartaman and
Rasi Gaftar.

The concluding section deals with
the Parsi contribution to the Gujarati
language and journalism in general.

(213
The overseas Punch was famous for
sarcasm and caricatures. Here, Barjorjee
Apakhtyarsuccessfully imitated Puich,

which may be seen in the back issues of

Hindi Punch. Onthe political front Hinedi
Punch had remained progressive. Every

week itused to publish the caricatures of

contemporary political leaders and also
attacked the failings of the rulers,

The readers were provided humor by
comic elements besides humorous col-
umns. In the first era of Gujarati journal-
ism some journals were established ex-
clusively for presenting humor and sar-

casm, eg Darardy, literally meant “the
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Dr Ratan R. Marshall

sickle.” Manekjee Barjorjee Minocher
Homji had started it on November 12,
1874, Although Minocher Homji was its
editor, Khurshedjee Bamanjee Faramroz,

: mummlmmnm
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Drady: We'll be man and wife as seon
as [ come back from England.
Dinoo: Thanks but if in the meantime
the Parsi committee resolve 1o admit
non-Zoroasirians, you may be
tempted into taking an English
beaury! Can't we marry at once?
Dadi: No fear, love. There is only one
Dinoo in the wide world!
{Dinee doesn 't feel guite sure)

q":'lr".'.'ﬁ.

who had become famous by the nick-
name “Birbal," was its soul. Another
journalist of the times, Kaikhasru
Kabrajee had command over the spoken
and written language. Incorrect language
irritated Kabrajee. He made an effort to

bring about improvement in the use of
the language. Pallanjee Desa showed
deep interest in that task and for the
purpose of retaining the original pronun-
ciations of Persian words he started the
practice of marking certain words witha
Nukta under it.

The Parsi journalists profusely used
Persian words and the Hindu journalists
afterwards continued their use. For ex-
ample, words like akhabar (newspaper),
ahewal (report), azad(free), katar(queue),
kamivab (successful), jung (battle),
Jehangiri (absolute power), dil (heart),
durast (just), dilawar (noble-minded),
dafiar (office), dosrt (friend), bandobast
(arrangment), etc. have become an in-
separable part of Gujarati. Wrilers be-
lieved that the use of such words made
Gujarati more glorious, whereas those
whoinsisted on pure Gujarati did not want
their language corrupled by such words.
Today it no longer remains a subject of
discussion. The readers always welcome
the wse of comprehensible language in a
newspaper. Under the influence of
Gandhiji, Gujarati became easier besides
being purer. Bul, thatinfluenceisnolonger
felt today.

One hundred and seventy-five years
have passed since the beginning of
Gujarati journalism. Inthe beginning the
voice of Parsi journalists roared. The
initial stage of Guj*mli journalism was
dominated by the Parsis who became a
source of inspiration for all journalists.
Social welfare was their main concern.
Today, the picture has changed drasti-
cally. There is hardly any Parsi journal-
ist deserving the first rank in the galaxy
of Gujarati journalists. Several Parsis
have come in the limelight in the field of
English journalism to which they have
contributed a great deal. Yet, the Parsi
contribution to Gujarati journalism
against all odds will be remembered
forever. Concluded.
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Master mariner

Inrecognition of his “exceptionally meri-
torious achievements” in the held of
coaching, the Dronacharya Award for
the year 2002 was conferred on Cdr

O belalf of Homi Motivala (right),
wife Huzan receives the Dronacharya
Award from President Abdul Kalam
{rop left)

Homi D. Motivala. Receiving the award
on his behalf from President A. P. 1.
Abdul Kalam in New Delhi on August
29, 2003 was his wife Huzan Fraser
Motivala, as Homi was away at Cadiz in
Spain with the national yachting team.
With the conferring of the Drona-
charya Award, Homi achieved the rare
distinction of being the first Indian to
have received India’s highest sports
awards both as player and coach, says
his mother Gool. World champion in
Zimbabwe inthe Enterprise classin 1992
andabronze medallistatthe Asian Games
in 1990 and 1994 in China and Japan
respectively, Motivala had been hon-
ored with the Arjuna Award in 1993 and
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award the

From lefi (befow): Navaz Sahuna, Dinshaw Tamboly, Porus
Twrner, Bachi Tamboly and Maloo; Wadia Bawg women
ened smen’s teams
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following year. Winning the Shaurya
Award in 1983, Homi has received lour

awards at the hands of the President of

India, savs Huzan,

Adterretiring fromactive sports, Homi
has been training Indian
yachtsmen since 1995, be-
coming national coach n
1999, In recent years, In-
dian yachismen have per-
formed creditably at inter-
naticnal level, with Farokh
Tarapore and Vikas Kapila
winning the world champi-
onship in the 420 class last
year, Naresh Yadav
and G. L. Yadavy win-
ning the bronze in
the Enterprise class
at the 2002 world
championship and
the Indian team pick-
inguponesilverand
two bronze medals
at the 2002 Asian Games at Busan in
Korea, notes the Award citation,

Basking on court
It is among the *babies’ of the baugs —
both in terms of area and age. The five-
building A. H. Wadia Baug at Parel,
inaugurated in 1965, organized its first 3
% 3 All Parsis Basketball Floodlit Tour-
nament in May this year. And taking the
initiative in ils organization was young
Baug resident and 12th standard student
Rustom Antalia, who also represents his
college — H. R. College of Commerce
— in basketball.
“Basketball is a
fast game, one re-
ally neverstops run-

ning! It tests your presence of mind and
your reflexes,” he declares. “We orga-
nized the tournament in summer, a task
made more difficult since many people
are away. It was very exciting, but a lot
of hard work too,” says his mother
Gulcher, herself at one time a national
level basketball player. *“We have a me-
dium sized court, fair enough fora3 x 3
tournament,” she explains. Floodlights
were taken on hire, the court spruced up,
the net cast wide to obtain 18 entries for
men and five for women.

The A. H. Wadia Baug Welfare Cen-
tre (AHWBWC) helped out as much as
it could, “We function from a small
apartment in one of the buildings and 5o
are very restricted for space,” asserts the
Centre's president Homi Maloo. “Till a
couple of years ago, few people even
knew where Wadia Baug was (with re-
gard to sports events),” laughs Gulcher.
“Other teams have been around much
longer. We are overcoming teething
troubles and should soon be a force to
reckon with.”

The rotating trophy was lifted by the
Poona Dunkers. The lanky lads showed
their skill and experience with lofty
passes and artful rebound converts. Their
opponents in the final, the Wadia Baug
team, hung in gamely, displaying an ad-
venturous spirit 1o provide a thrilling
maich. The Poona team was represented
by Farhad [rani, Zyrus Irani, Abaad Irani,
Rayumand Irani {who also plays in his
age groupat the national levelyand Zareer
2atel. The host team comprised Cyrus




Mody, Scherzade
Shahuna, Arzan
Patel, Aashtaad
Kolah and Rustom
Amntalia.

In the women’s
tournament, the
Wadia Baug team
of Zeenia Antalia,
Farhana Saklot,
Anahita Moti-
wala, Shahnaz
Bulsara and Mo-
naz Amaria over-
camethe challenge
of the Nowroz
Baug girls in a sporling encounter,

While Wadia Baug teams have re-
cently taken part in annual rink football,
football and crickel tournaments orga-
nized elsewhere, the Welfare Centre also
holds inhouse volleyball, throwball, table
tennis and carrom maiches. Fostening
camaraderie and talent are singing, draw-
ing, rangoli, elocutionand cooking com-
petitions, states aresumdé of Baug activi-
ties. Drawing and yoga classes and a
weekly workshop on “Knowing your
religion,” conducted by Shirin Karanjia
for children, are some of the Cenire’s
other activities. Prizes lor academic ex-
cellence are also given annually.

Tabling it all
The V1 All Parsees Handicap Billiards
Tournament and the XIV All Parsees
Handicap Snooker Tournament once
again saw the supremacy of the
Elphinstone Cricket Club (ECC), with
Farhad Tengra and Kersie Gandhi of the
ECC winning the respective tournaments
in June 2003.

In the billiards final, Tengra (-250)
beat Cyrus Mistry (-200) while Gandhi
triumphed over Noshir Lala in snooker,

Proud winners Gandhi (left) and
Tengra
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Edulji (right) receives award from
Soneji (left) as Patel looks on

——y

The semi finals wit-
nessed a tussle be-
tween Tengra and
Aspi Patel and
Cyrus Mistry ver-
sus Eric Mistry in
billiards, while in
snooker Gandhi
overcamethechal-
lenge of Viraf
Bhesania and Lala
beat Tengra.

Organized by
FOZAWAC (Fed-
eration of Loroas-
trian Associations
of Welfare and Culture) at the ECC
Billiards Room, the tournament was ably
conducted by ECC billiards committee
members Phiroze Mehta, Rumi Tatary,
Daryus Dhalla, Fali Sholapurwala and
Eric Mistry, states a writc-up from
FOZAWAC general secretary Rusi
Bhumgara.

FOZAWAC' s 14th All Parsees Table
Tennis Tournament held carlier in the
yearat Rustom Baug saw
the domination of Zubin
Panthaki who won the
men’ssingles for yet an-
other year. Anahila
Pithawala of Surat was
crowned  women's
singles champion.

At 63, Zanr Khan-
dhadia established his
fitness and enthusiasm
forthe sport by overcoms-
ing the challenge of sev-
eral youngsters on his
way 1o the runners up position in the
men's singles and in men’s doubles with
veteran Percy Mehta, With sub juniors
Anosh Irani, Zubin Taraporewala and
Arzan Varachhawala honing their tour-
nament talents, it was Varachhawala of
Surat who picked up the award for the
most promising youngster. The event
— conducted by Zarksis Khan-
dhadia witnessed a large num-
ber of entries (80) in men’s
singles and 32 pairs in men’s
doubles, states Bhumgara.

Sporting recognition
The Zonta Club of Bombay I11
presented the Club’s Woman
of the Year Award to Diana
Edulji, former captain of the
Indian women's cricket leam,
world record holder and
present selector. Edulji re-

ceived the honor at the hands of chief
guest Dr Jyoti Soneji, chairperson of
International Inner Wheel Distric1 314
at the Zonta Club’s 24th charter anni-
versary function.

If Edulji could select and coach
budding female cricketing talent from
schools and colleges in Bombay, the
Zonta Club 1T would like 1o take this
up as a unique Club project, noted
Havovi Dotivala, past president and
area director in her introductory re-
marks. The meet was chaired by presi-
dent Gulshan Patel, with district gov-
ernor Freny Gimi and past district gov-
ernor Mitha Shroff also gracing the
occasion,

Avari’s achievement

Chess has finally made its moves (o
arrive at the Asian Games. It is among
the 33 disciplines scheduled for the Asiad
in Doha, Qatar in December 2006 — the
first time the Middle East will host an
Asian Games, states a report of April 16
by Dharmendra Jore in The Indian Ex-

Avari (right) greets Germany's
C. Ralf ar the start of the sixth round

press. It was the persistent efforts of
FIDE (world chess body) and Asianchess
playing nations which resulted n the
inclusion, the paper adds.

At the Variegated International
Chess Championship held at Hastings
in England in early 2003, world cham-
pion and FIDE chess master Viraf
Avari won three prizes, writes Prof S,
M. Ambani, ex-principal, Arts Col-
lege, Valsad. The different classes in
the tournament saw a record 570 en-
tries from 28 countries. [t was Avari's
eighth consecutive year of participa-
tion at chess championships in the
UK, the solitary Parsi to do so, Ambani
notes.

Compiled by Hilla P, Guzder
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ments of the body and mind, and as a
bulwark against the evil designs of dev-
ils and arch-devils.

Over 70 years back, Dastur Rustomji
Sanjana (Pasatia) of Bulsar was traveling
by a bullock-cart, along with his sons
Faramroze and Sohrabiji, to perform the
lasiritesof a Parsi inaremote village. Tha
was at the dead of night. The bullocks
wouldn't go forward, and kept going in
circles. The late Rustomji sensed the pres-
enceof someevil spirit. He gotdown from
the cart, performed ablution and recited
the Vanant Yashr and its Nirang, and
thereafter, boarded the cart. After that, the
foursome headed in the right direction.

About a decade later, Rustomji and
his two sons were heading for another
village, to perform the last rites. Again,
the bullocks wouldn’t go forward (not
the same bullocks and not the same cart-
man). The four of them could smell the
presence of a big cat. Full of guts that
Rustomji was, he got down, performed
ablution and recited the Vanani Yashi
and the Nirang. The big cat disappeared
from the scene and the cart took to the
dirt-road, leading to the right village.

Pre-1950, my mother saw a centi-
pede enter the quilt spread out on the
four-poster bed. Despite the aid of sev-
eral servantsand the fumigation by neem
leaves, the centipede could not be traced.
The search wenton foroveran hour, The
last resort left for my father was to recite
the Vanane Yasht and the Nirang. The
centipede came close to his feet, curled
up, when it was killed.

In 1960, there lived one Dastur
Dorabiji Magol, in Udwada. [ happened
to be on a short visit to his house, along
with Faramroze Sanjana and his family.
A madari (street-performer) came to
perform, fairly close to our Iranshah.
Dorabji requested the madari to go a
little distance away and perform his
tricks. The madari was defiant. The late
Dorabji challenged him to perform. He
went into his room, performed ablution
and prayed Vanant Yashi and the Nirang.
The madarijustcould not blow his pepuri
(pipe). He went away frustrated, swear-
ing at Dorabiji.

Itis up tous to believe in our prayers.
Our prayers are omnipotent.

BEHEAM T. DASTUR

Make prayers vibrate

Have you ever felt asense of tranquility,
peace and goose-pimples just by hearing
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our prayers said by a baritone-voiced
mobed? We may not understand what is
recited but the vibrating sound of a well
said prayer is like music to a starved ear!

But then how many mobeds have this
power? Maybe one or two 1o be precise,
So [ feel it should be one of the prereg-
uisites of their training 10 develop their
voices —afler allit's said the vibrations
of our Avesta prayers can work wonders!

Inthecassette sung by Suresh Wadkar
on Sai Mantra and the Gayatri Manira,
the shlokas, set to music, are repeated
108 times. So well sung and soothing is
it that your day has to be fine if you hear
it.

Can we not have our prayers like the
Ashem Vohu and Yatha Ahu Vairye set
to music? No, not the raporia (medio-
cre) fare that is churned out, but by say a
short commentary and meaning by none
other than Amitabh Bachan and then the
prayers sung by ghazal maestro Jagjit
Singh. Such a cassetie would be lapped
up by every Parsi home, herein Indiaand
abroad as well. RODA D. HAKIM

Vadodar

Vultures

The vultures are here,

The vultures are here,

To delight the minds

Of the Parsis in the plains
Who fear the birds are extinet,
Impossible to find
Worldwide.

In Matheran,

Louisa Point is as lovely

A spot as you may hope 1o see,
To view a wide expanse

Of valley, rock and hill.

It is still a place to glory in,
But the wonder of it is

The vultures which frequent it.

Stand quietly and watch
Them rise from below,
Magnificent in width of wing.
Their scraggy necks

Confirm the truth,

They are not extincl.

There they go!

One swoops into the clouds,

Then a second, then a third,

To gladden the hearts of Parsi men.

Reject thoughts of aviaries and such,
Come straight along to Louisa Point.
They are there, they are there.
Murture and encourage them,

These friends of the dead,
Therefore the friends
Of living men.

Perhaps the need of the hour.
Wultures on the towers of

Our Garden on the Hill

Can be met on the Matheran hills,

We must swell the breeding numbers
By somehow nurturing them,

In their natural habitat,

For they are on our doorstep,

In the hills so near Mumbai,

In the skies around Louisa Point.

Come on, follow the path,
FEROZA H. SEERVAI

Steer the New Year
The New Year comes and goes each
year/Itrecords every smile, removes all
fear,/We seek Ahura’s blessings to wipe
oul every tear,
When the greetings are over at the end of
the day/We Parsis rush back, our “popu-
lar” gameto play,/*Youarealiar, afraud
— Do you hear what [ say?”
Both in private and public, we humdins
slug it out,/Not caring about others, we
squabble and shout./Then come our
“scholars™ to furlther confuse — those
already in doubit.
A good man is painted bad, a bad one a
saint, /A miser a philanthropist; the cor-
rupt without a taint./Amidst all this chaos
— none o heed a genuine complaint.
This goes on unabated, the entire vear
through,/No one willing to understand
the other's view Till the harried, bat-
tered, hapless “old” year gives way to
the “new™
Then once again its “Sal Mubarak™ with
a broad smile./Each pretending to be
willing to “walk that extra mile”/How
hypoerisy and sycophancy are camou-
flaged in style!
The same sordid phenomenon goes on
— no end in sight./Needless to state, it
aggravates our community’s plight./
Alas! At the end of the wnnel we see no
light.
This then dear reader is the reason for
our faith’s decline./There is nothing but
rust, where first there was shine./We can
be saved only by intervention divine,
Ervad KHUSHRU NARIMAN PANTHARY

Traditions

Traditions are like heirlooms/Handed
down/From generation to another/If fol-
lowed according/To His teachings/



Would take our religion/A lot further.
Traditions not grounded in righteous-
ness/And not promoting human dignity/
Are like a human/Without a heart/So,
why don’t we/Stick to traditions/Ema-
nating from Him/Without altering/Or
tearing them apart.
Don't tailor your/Religion according/
To your needs/All | know about tradi-
tionfFollow the path of Asha/Accom-
pany it with/Humata Hukta Huvarshta.
Have respect and tolerance/For all fellow
beings/As well as all religions/Use your
judgement {Vohu Mano)By giving your
hands 1o many/But your heart 1o one.
Ye “White Wall of Silence”/Who hold
the key/To all our traditions/Get rid of
racism,/Discrimination and bigotry/In-
stead preach/Tolerance, respect/Love,
unity and equality.
We can swim or/We can sink/IU's en-
tirely/Upto youw/Please try to/Spread the
truth/For that I can/Only trust a few,
We are on the very/Verge of extinction/
Our Religion and Tradition et al/Do ye
even care MIf at all we sink/It’s just not
fair/"Cause the excruciating pain/Will
be unable to bear.
He wasarighteous and peaceful warrior/
That's why He moved humanity/Cause
He wouldn’t bend/He didn’t hesitate to/
Speak His mind/From the path of Asha/
He never veered/He cared less about His
life/From His enemies He never feared.
FARIDA BAMII
Ortawa, Canada

Suitable match
Many upcountry Parsi boys, salaried or
well settled in their business and profes-
sions like medicine and engineering are
not finding suitable life pariners and are
therefore compelled to marry out of the
community. Asa28-year-old dental sur-
geonresiding in Kota, I want to draw the
attention of our community girls, their
parents, the community leaders and
priests to encourage our girls o move
oult of their baugs and community cen-
ters and see life outside Bombay and
Gujarat; see how well-placed the Parsis
are, The girls are not interested in set-
tling outside Bombay and Gujarat but
are willing to settle abroad in an un-
known land with an unknown groom.
Dr KURUSH ANKLESARIA
Kaota, Rajasthan

Chinese connections?

We are twoscholars working on a project
entitled “China in the making of
Bombay.” This project deals with the
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historical connection between the China
trade and the growth and development of
the city of Bombay. As part of our re-
search, we would like to getintouch with
those families, particularly from the Parsi
community, whose forefathers had some
connection with Chinaorthe Chinatrade
al any time from the late 18th century
until the first half of the 20th century. In
particular, we would very much like o
know if any of these persons left behind
records, personal diaries, letters or other
memorabilia which would throw light
on the subject we are investigating. We
would be grateful if any persons who
could help us with information would
get in touch with us at the following
addresses: Dr Shalini Saksena, Reader
in History, Smt C. H. M. College,
Ulhasnagar 421003, e-mail: shalini
saksena® hotmail.com or Dr Madhavi
Thampi, Department of Chinese and
Japanese Studies, University of Delhi, e-
mail: madhavi_thampi @ yahoo.com
Dr SHALINI SAKSENA
Uthasnagar

Calling Gujarati poets
Asentrusted by the Gujarat Sahitya Acad-
emy, | have undertaken the project of
preparing and editing a collection of
representative Gujarati poems written
by Parsis.

I request scholars and poets of Parsi
Gujarati poetry o provide me with rel-
evant information, published or unpub-
lished material or books, either gratis or
by sale to help me in my project which I
am undertaking at the ripe age of 78. A
scholarship orstudy grant by any trust or
person will also be welcome to meet the
expense and labor.

Modern living Parsi Gujarati poets
are requested to send me their published
poetry books or unpublished poems to-
gether with theirshort biodataincluding
the list of books published and consent
for publication at my following address
at the earliest: Dr Dharmendra M. Mas-
ter, 4, Kalavihar Apariment, 50, Jay-
nagar, Osmanpura, Aurangabad 43 1005,
Maharashtra.

I have published nearly adozen books
including the works of poet A. F.
Khabardar and a book ondramasongs of
Parsi Gujarati theater.

Dr DHARMENDRA M. MASTER
Aurangabad

Irani cafe
[ saw the play frani Cafe at the NCPA
Experimental Theatre in Bombay. The

story was woven around three couples.
Each of the males, a boxer, a sailor and
a gangster, were in love with their part-
ners and with other girls. It was quite
interesting but aconfusing play, with the
occasional funny incident,

The location of the play was sup-
posed to be in an Irani eafe but the name
is a misnomer.

There was nothing Irani about the
frani Cafe excepl for a few cane chairs
(whichcame originally from Czechoslo-
vakia). I expected to see a hefty Irani in
ablack capsitting onthe gafla (counter),
ordering chai (tea) from the istand
(kitchen) and ordering the barwallas
(waiters) 1o serve the customers. In the
play the only Irani atmosphere was in-
fused by a seemingly patient customer
who ordered chai and broon maska
{crusted bread and butter) five times and
instead was served a beer.

[ wish someone would produce a play
in which the real ambience of an Irani
restaurant is brought out before the Irani
ambience is lost forever. People have
forgotten the art and joy of dipping a
crusty broon maska into a hot cup of tea
and eating it withan accompanying slurp.
The hard crusty broon can only be found
in Bombay and Poona where Iranis of
Zoroastrian origin live and not in Delhi,
Calcutta or Madras. ZENDM.ZEND

The Zoroastrian way

The new millennium has started off in
characteristic fashion: men and women
are beset by fear.

Just at a time when scientific and
technological advance has relieved
people of many afflictions that their pre-
decessors actually regarded as insepa-
rable fromnormality they are more fear-
ful of dislocation to their lives than ever.

[t is partly a matter of changing the
goal-posts. As inideas, so in daily mate-
rial existence there is an escalating pro-
gression of expectations. Whether itis a
matter of social welfare provision or an
explanation of the universe, people have
now come to regard perfection of achie-
vement as a kind of birthright.

Madern people have become victims
of their own fears, and are becoming
imprisoned within their own creations. [t
is the endless pursuit of security thatis o
blame; the sense that life owes us repose
and the satisfaction of material desires.

Modern people also own so much,
Many of their fears relate to the possible
loss of their property, that moth and rust
will corrupt, or that thieves will break



through and steal. They are, addition-
ally, terrified of insecurity in their “rela-
tionships.” When their partner cannot
deliver, things fall apan,

All this is in very great contrast 1o the
Zoroastrian way. Those who try to fol-
low Zoroaster are dedicated 10 a large
measure of self-denial, both materially
and emotionally. For them, life in soci-
ety is not primarily about securing per-
sonal advantages. Nor do they seek 1o
possess the persons of others, whetherin
“relationships™ or in the social nexus
generally. Zoroastrians educate their
desires, and try to create priorities in
their manner of living, and in their ex-
pectations, which are imtended to mold
them into creatures of transcendence.
They make themselves, that is to say,
aspirants 1o eternal life, and seck the
consceration of their beings with graces
which they cannot earn but which
Zoroaster himsell freely gives 1o those
who ask.

[t is what life is for.

FURHOK K. TANGREE

La Roche-sur-Foron, France

All for a good cause
Afier many years of service as field
medical officer for The Bombay Burmah
Trading Corporation Limited, Dr Gool
M. Disawalla retired and, with her hus-
band Dr Manchi, son
Ronnie and family,
had beenliving in Ban-
galore for the past 28
years. She gave her
servicesloevery good
cause and was spe-
cially activeinthe field
of education of physi-
cally challenged chil-
dren, as well as in the care of the elderly.
A patron of music and fine ans, her
energy levelinall good causes belied her
frail physical appearance and reached
out to the community with a heart full of
care and compassion. She passed away
peacefully at the age of 85 on June 9,
2003, after a prolonged illness patiently
borne. RASHID MINOCHER
Joint Secretary, Gathic Zoroastrian Anjuman, Bangalore

To Bahrot and back

I left Bombay Central at 6 p.m. by the
Valsad Express for Golvad, reaching
there at 9 p.m. [ drove straight in a jeep
to the Tapovan Resort. The next morn-
ing I drove to the foothills of the Bahrot
Caves and started the tough eight kilo-
meter, climb. | had my local guide, Mo-

1l

Disawalla:
reached our
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han, o assist me.
It was cold but
pleasant. [ stop-
ped during the
climbtocaich my
breath. | reached
aspot fromwhere
I could see
Gujarat on one
side and the
Aswali Dam and
Maharashtra on the other.

It took me exactly two hours 1o
reach the top. | entered Bahrot Caves
and ook some rest and cleaned the
place with a broom which was lying
there. I visualized what the Parsis had
o go through staying there for 12
years. The Bahrot Caves are some-
what oval shaped. When you enter you
get a peculiar smell. The legend of
Bahrot says that for 12 years the holy
fire was kept in the Caves, piously
guarded by the devout band of
Zarathushtis, who resided in tents
around the Caves. When there was
peace in Gujarat, the fire was
transfered from Bahrot to Vansda. In
1419 it was relocated and installed at
Navsari where it remained for 300
years. In 1742 CE, it was installed at
Udvada, where it burns to this day.

Istarted the climbdownand I reached
the base camp in one hour. I caught the
evening train to Bombay elated with my
achievement. All Parsis and Iranis should
make a trip (o Bahrot Caves at least once
intheirlives. TIRANDAZ PARVEZ IRANI

Ronnie’s achievement

Many watch family-based serials like
Shagun, Kehia Hai Dil, Bhabli on 1ele-
vision under the banner of United Tele-

The writer
inside the
Bahror Caves

vision (UTV).
The force be-
hind UTYV,
founded in
19940, is its chief
executive of-
ficer Ronnie
Serewvala,

Screwvala has recently been ap-
pointed to the board of the International
Television Academy of Television Arts
and Sciences, the organization which
hosts the annual Emmy awards,

These awards honor the special skills
and unique talents of companies which
creale lelevision programs worldwide,
Indiais fast becoming a majorattraction
for international majors, especially Hol-
lywood and Ronnie's appointment is a
further endorsement Lo that,

To be appointed a director on the
100-member board of the Academy, from
over 30 countries, is no mean achieve-
ment. BHIKHAJIM, ADENWALLA

Bodywork booster

Life has strange ways of pushing us in
certain directions. | have a Master's de-
gree in microbiology and for most of my
professional life was a research chemist
and development officer with Tata Oil
Mills.

However, | did not lind the work
fulfilling and started to look elsewhere
for the joy and adventure that I wanted in
my life. [ started attending classes of-
fered by my cousin, Behram Ghista, a
highly accomplished yoga and medita-
tion teacher,



Inspired by hisexample, [ gave up the
security of my job and began to explore
alternative ways in which I could live a
more enriching and meaningul life, My
search led me to explore various teach-
ings in different parts of India.

One of these is bodywork, as taught
by Dr Paula Horan, a famous Reiki
teacher and a gifted body-mind thera-
pist, who teaches bodywork as a way 1o
experience inner and outer harmony by
releasing the unresolved issues within
us.

[ am now a qualified and passionate
practitionerof bodywork, and thoroughly
enjoy bringing joy, healing and light into
the lives of others.

Massage and bodywork are won-
derful ways to touch our body and
mind deeply, and release the siress
and tension of daily living. When cer-
tain points on the body are stimulated
skillfully, unexpressed emotions are
released, leading to atremendous free-
ing of the psyche. The benefits of
regular massage include improved
blood circulation, toning of the body,
mental clarity and a refreshing, vi-
brant and energized feeling.

Last, but not the least, our relation-
shipsare enriched greatly when we let go
of the unwholesome emotions in our
lives and create space for the wholesome
ones to take root within us.

For further information [ can be con-
tacted on 24947831, or e-mail:
bbb_smile @yahoo.com

BEHROZE KHAJOTIA

Delphic Deboo

We will ultimately go back to Iran. This
is going to be our final haj.

In the beginning we will have to face
difficulties, but in the end the viclory
will be ours.

There is going to be a third world war
in a few years' time and this is going to
be a nuclear war, in which the West is
going 10 be destroyed and the East will
come up, just like in the ancient times.

Invest in gold. Paper currency will
have no value, so also stocks and shares
will have no value. Everyone should
learn the Persian language.

FAROKN D. DEBOO

Tips on Alzheimer’s

Longevity has its drawbacks as only a
few lucky ones can live with dignity
and independently in the twilight of
their lives. Old persons always wish
that they may not be a burden to their
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family members. They are not afraid
of dying but are afraid of being bed-
ridden or suffering from a major ill-
ness. Onesuchillness of today’s siress-
ful life is Alzheimer’s disease. Itis a
kind of dementia which has snatched
your loved one from you, the person’s
brain being damaged and having lost
its thinking power. The affected per-
son needs continous help in dressing,
eating, bathing, is not able to speak
clearly, and is mostly depressed. That
person suffers from loneliness, help-
lessness and boredom, the three
plagues that account for the bulk of
suffering in old age.

Before this dreadful disease strikes,
beware of the following 10 symptoms
after the age of 60: Loss of memory;
misplacing things; asking the same ques-
tions again and again or making the same
statement repeatedly; inability to do
simple work, e.g. switching on a light,
tying abelt, turning on atap; difficulty in
talking and reading; not able o recog-
nize family members, neighbors, rela-
tives; inability toidentify time and place,
wandering during the day or night; using
apencil instead of a knife, a fork instead
of a spoon; and personality change with
mood swings.

A simple test of an Alzheimer's dis-
case patient can be taken. Ask him ques-
tions. What is the date today? Whatis his
residential address? What is his tele-
phone number.

Certain chemical reactions occur
in the brain, causing shrinking and the
consequent cluttering of the entangled
brain cells. If a brain scan is done, this
problem can be detected. Medical
treatment is in its research stage. The
following are some Llips to help
Alzheimer’s patients. They have high
levels of aluminium in their brain tis-
sue. Do not ¢cook in old aluminiun
vessels. Sweets, fried food, red meat,
organ meats and excess salt should be
avoided. Excessive intake of zinc and
copper in the diet should be avoided.
Foods containing zinc are oyslers,
whole grain, avocados and pears. An
ideal diet for Alzheimer’s patients is
the intake of magnesium which is
needed for the functioning of the brain.
Foods rich in magnesium are wheat
bran, soyabeans, shell fish, dried dates
and dried figs. Foods rich in antioxi-
dants and foods having vitamin A, C
and E protect the brain’s nerve cells
from damage. Vitamin A can be had
from milk and eggs. Vitamin C from

beetroot, sweel polato, sprouts, toma-
toes and citrus fruits and Vitamin E
fromnuts, green leafy vegetables, car-
rots, pumpkin, mango and papaya.

Alzheimer’s is a progressive dis-
ease, with no medical cure. The cure is
given by the caregiver. A husband, a
wife, a son or a daughter, a brother or
a sister can be the caregiver. That
caring person makes the long journey
bearable for the patient. 1t is the care-
giver who gives the healing touch.
The caregiver plays the part of a doc-
toror 2 nurse, understands the patient’s
needs, The caregiver should take heed
of the following tips: Make your home
a safe place; install safety locks on
doors and windows; encourage the
patient to be clean and hygienic; en-
courage the patient to listen 1o music,
watch TV, read books and newspa-
pers; take the patient to visit friends
and relatives; regular exercise calms
the patient; elimb stairs, do not use the
lift; most important is to take short
walks, torelease endorphine hormones
which help in mood elevation,

The human touch is the most heal-
ing touch. Holding hands, a pat on the
back, an embrace works wonders. As
a mother looks after a baby, with love
and tender care, in the same way a
caregiver should look after an Alzh-
eimer’s patient. For old age is like a
second childhood.,

ROSHAN MANECK BULSARA

Edited by Parina M, Gandhi

AN ACRIMONIOUS ELECTION
continued from page 22

used in the constitution of the WZO and
the proposed world body. Tamboly's work
for the communily was strongly defended
by his supporters at both the meets.

The allegations by Anahita Desai
and her league members were refuted
in the Press by Tamboly after which
Yazdi Desai had another swipe at his
chief contender, reinforcing the “nega-
tivity” in his election campaign. In
contrast, a confident Tamboly re-
marked in his message to the voters, 1
do believe that my track record has
established my suitability to serve
another term... As far as 1 am con-
cerned | remain steadfast in my com-
mitment to give generously of my time
and talent for our community and am
determined to steer it onto the path of
progress and economic resurgence.”
(With inputs from Arnavaz 5. Mama)



AMBASSADOR FOR ART
comtinued from page 30
lamic Art at the Met. When his dream
exhibition — Inelia! — became his first
big project there, he persuaded Tarapor
to move over to the Met as curator 1o
organize this exhibition. In the sumptu-
ous catalogue titled fndia: Arr and Cul-
fure 1 300- 1906, Momebello states in his
Direcior's Foreword. “In this
latter task (Welch) was aided
by Mahrukh Tarapor... with-
out whose intuitive diplomacy
and superb organizational
skillsitis fair tosay the exhibi-
tion might never have come to
fruition.” In his own acknow-
ledgements Welch speaks of
her as a “specialist in Indian
art, ambassador plenipoten-
tiary, able translator, a person
whose enormous organizu-
tional, diplomatic and personal
skills have been essential to
the project... without {(whose)
devoted involvement and hard work this
exhibition could not have taken place.”
There was no looking back after the
success of Mndia! In 1985 Tarapor was
asked to setup a central office of exhibi-
tions that would coordinate the
Museum’s heavy schedule of programs,
and toliaise as well with the Met's active
fundraising department. An exhibition
cancostanywhere between 100,000 and
three million dellars. In her 20 years at
the Met, Tarapor says, “We have never
not done anexhibition because we didn’t
have money.” But she has to keep the
fundraisers informed of the linancial re-
guirements. Most big exhibitions like
the The Glory of Byzantium in 1997
which displayed pieces from over 100
institutions from about 20 countries, de-
pend on corporate funding. The, Mu-
seum ries lo organize a balanced pro-
gram of exhibitions that are popular as
well as those that are scholarly. Though
there is no entry fee — the program
handouts suggest an appropriate contri-
bution which ison parwith movie tickets
— the Museum recovers by way of sale
from its shops, restaurants, parking fees,
elc. The earnings on popular exhibitions
then enable the institution 1o fund exhi-
bitions on “esoteric subjects that the
corporates would not be willing to spon-
sor” o promote scholarship in different
fields. With nearly 2,500 on the staff,
this “purely private institution™ has an
operating annual budget of $ 160 million
which includes salaries, maintenance,
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ete but not the cost of the exhibitions,
Tarapor informs us.

In the upward reach in endeavor and
achievement came Al-Andalus: The Art
of Istamic Spain which the Metmounted
at the Spanish national monument, the
Albhambra, in 1992 at the request of the
Spanish Government to celebrate the
500th anniversary of the discovery of

= T IrE

_ RESAT |

With King and Queen of Spain at
opening of Al-Andalus exhibition
{Photo: Dalda Fotogradia)

America. Tarapor tells us, "It was the
first time ever that the Met underiook 1o
do an exhibition in another part of the
world.” In his Director's Foreword 1o
the catalogue Montebello credits Tarapor
with “the idea to focus the exhibition on
Spain’s Islamic heritage and to mount it
atthe Alhambra,” describing her as “the
architect of the project for which she has
been virually the mind and the heart.
This is a characierization she will no
doubt protest. But... mind and heart best
deseribe, on the one hand, the serious-
ness and scholarship and, on the other,
the inspiration and encouragement with
which she has infused this immensely
complex transatlantic, even global,
praject.” Her effort netted Tarapor a
gold medal from the King of Spain and
the friendship of the Queen.

While she was working on the Is-
lamic Spain project Tarapor desperately
hunted for the Minbar (pulpit) of the
Kutubiyya Mosque in Marrakesh, Mo-
rocco. She recalled having seenapicture
of it in a French architectural journal of
the 19405 but this masterpiece of
Andalusian woodwork, created in
Cordoba about 1137-45, seemed to have
altogetherdisappeared from view. Then,
during a sight-seeing session in Marra-
kesh, Tarapor says she peered behind
the closed doors of a storeroom of one of

the city’s palaces and “there it was —a
magnificent wreck!” Establishing its
authenticity, obtaining the permission of
Morocco's King Hasan 11, Tarapor un-
deriook the coordination of the restora-
tion of the fragile structure 3.86 m high,
3.46 m deep and 87 cm wide “"on condi-
tion that it would never be moved out” of
its location at Marrakesh. This was the
first time that the Met under-
took the restoration of a major
work of ant outside ils own
premises, noted Montebelloin
his foreword to the book docu-
menting the successful comple-
tion of the project costing one
million dollars, borne by Met-
ropolitan Museum trustee Patti
Cadby Birch, “The King was
thrilled. He gave us all a deco-
ration,” recalls Tarapor, de-
lighted with her role in having
tracked down and restored a
noble work of art.

“Indiaisahuge part of my
life, and Parsis are a part of India...
But museums don't seem in the fore-
front of the interests of the commu-
nity,” says Tarapor who claims that
yoga and Indian friends recharge her
batteries. So she is anguished by the
thought of “India’s magnificent paint-
ings languishing... Feel the lack of
having done so much for other coun-
tries but not for India.” When they
mounted an exhibition on Moghul car-
pets to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of India’s freedom, nearly 18 coun-
tries took part “sending carpels twice
the size of this room. But the Indian
government refused to participate.
They didn’t give me anything!™ The
only exception was an exquisite but
fragile fragment (“all but fulling
apart”) from the collection of the Ma-
haraja of Jaipur who allowed the Mu-
seum Lo restore il. Accordingly,
Tarapor and a specialist from the Met
came to Jaipur and prepared 1o trans-
port it in a special case. The restora-
tion cost 5 40,000 after which it was
shipped back and now rests in the
Jaipur museum, says Tarapor. “We
would love to do more with India. ['ve
often spoken to the Indian govern-
ment. They say ‘good idea’ but there’s
never any follow-up.™

International negotiations even in the
art world need o accept political reali-
ties. Planning the exhibition on Art of the
First Ciries: The Third Millennium BC
Srom the Mediterranean 1o the Indus,



with its focus on Mesopotamia and the
peripheral region, nearly derailed after
the World Trade Center bombing. Hav-
ing made her fourth trip in 2002 to
Syria, Tarapor notes, “Every time (US
President George) Bush makes some
remark about going into Irag, the Syr-
ians, quite understandably, freeze!”
Though the Met was reconciled 1o post-
poning the exhibition by a couple of
years if need be, Tarapor emphasizes
that “culture is one way of keeping the
channels of communication open, de-
spite what happens politically.”

As it happened, Art of the Firsi
Cities opened to rave reviews on May
5,2003. In hisinaugural address Javier
Solana, former minister of culture for
Spainand currently secretary-general
of the European Union, complimented
the Met and his “good friend Mah-
rukh.” Said Solana, *You have in this
muscum a director who isexceptional,
no doubt about that, but you have in
Mahrukh an asset that is impossible
1o compete with,”

Writing in The New Yorker (May
5, 2003) Calvin Tomkins noted, “The
Sumerian people had invented cities,
writing, irrigation farming, monumen-

“Your success in any
country is related to
how much you're
ready to earn
people’s trust”

tal architecture, government by law..."”
Forty-eight museums around the world
contributed to the show in New York
even as looting of the National Mu-
seum in Bagdad was underway. Though
nothing was ever expected from there
because of the political embargo, even
the protracted negotiations with Syria
broke down when the US invaded Iraq.
“This is the most complicated show [
have ever been involved with... Your
success in any country is related to
how much you're ready toearn people’s
trust,” Tomkins quoted Tarapor, de-
scribing her as “an elegant and subtle
woman.”

Theinternational traveler dresses con-
servatively, an abaya (burkha) and a
long black skirt being sartorial staples
when she travels in the Middle East —or

when she is visiting monasieries , nun-
neries or the Vatican o negotiate loans,
Apart from the physical act of travel
which she does not enjoy, Tarapor loves
being in another place. “There is no
country where 1 felt I don’t want to go
back there.” Her regret is that she speaks
no Arabic. Nonetheless she gets by with
German, French, English, Spanish, Greek
and has “never had difficulty making
connection with people.” Hersmall house
in Greece beckons to her and she hopes
to go there four [o five times a year (o
unwind because “the only negative (part)
about my life is that it"s almost too much
— the deadlines, the travel...” She says
she “adores” animals — there is a pel
dog she visits in a monastery, her bulle-
tin board is filled with pictures of ani-
mals to whom she has become attached,

Her work however is to her the most
absorbing part of her life. Her thoughts
veer back to the exhibitions. "You are
working with masterpieces and people
who care for them, working with collec-
tors and people who love art, socializing
with them... To me the lenders are im-
portant. They are the stars. I they
don’t feel good, | haven't done my job
well.”
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MILESTONES

This issue of Parsiana publishes
interfaith unions for the five
month period of January to May
2003. They have been sourced
from the Old Customs House
and the MHADA office in
Bandra (East). However, names
that could not be confirmed as
Zoroastrian have been omitted
from the list.

The marriage registrar at the
Old Customs House sanctified
28 intercommunity and four civil
marriages, Twenty-three inter-
community and three civil
unions were registered with
the MHADA office.

Seven Zoroasirian names
were culled from the Chandan-
wadi crematorium register for
the six month period of January

to June 2003,

The last remains of 77 Zoro-
astrians were interred at Bom-
bay's Doongerwadi in August
2003. Only 11 births were regis-
tered as per the data available o
Parsiana from two south Bom-
bay hospitals. Fourteen of the 28
patients who succumbed to heart
disease were over 80 years. The
death wll for lung related dis-
eases numbered 16, Nine vie-
tims fell prey 1o cancer and four
o seplicemia. Hypertension, kid-
ney failure and general debility/
old age lelled three Zoroastrians
cach. Twolives each were lost o
diabetes and brain disease, The
nine isolated cases registered in
August were: Alzheimer's dis-
case, falciparum malaria, hemi-

plegia, pancreatitis, head injury,
arthritis, gastro-cateritis, hyper-
calcemia (excessive calcium in
the blood) and malnutrition. A
lady breathed her last at 103-
years (the highest age s death).
The youngest to perish — a 54-
year-old male. The Zoroasirian
life expectancy at binh for Au-
gust, in Bombay, was 78 years.

The data on births, marriages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
various newsletlers and anju-
mans in India and abroad, courns
and hospitals. This information
is not always complete or con-
sistent: we are unable to carry
data from arcas where the anju-
mans do not furnish the particu-
lars: the birth figures for Bombay

are supplied by two hospitals —
births in suburban hospitals and
private nursing homes are not
included unless individuals send
us information together with a
copy of the binhcertificate. There
may be an inadvertent repetition
of names in the marriage list
when acivil marriage precedesa
religiousceremony. Inthe break-
up of deaths according 1o ill-
nesses, especially of the elderly,
death is often due to a combina-
tion of several discases.

If readers have any births/
marriages/deaths they would like
published, some proof 1o ensune
the veracity of the report would
be required. We are sure our read-
ers would appreciate this require-
ment and cooperate with us.

BOMBAY

BORN

A girl, Theeyal, 1o

Anahira and Adil Mistry

on March 19, 2003

A boy o Farida and Dinshaw
Kudianiwalla; July 29

A girl to Gulshan and Zubin
Zack, August 2

A boy o Zenita and Zarksis
Iehhaporia, August 4

A boy 1o Monaz and Nozer
Mehenry; August 6

A girl 1o Ashish and Nauzar
Billimoria; August 11

A girl, Zoish, o Jennifer and
Maneckshaw Siganporia;
August 16

A girl to Havovi and Neville
Velari, August 16

A boy to Zenobia and Framroz
frani; August 17

A girl o Kamal and Hormazd
Siclhwa; August 19

A girl to Roopa and Firdaus
Pallonji; August 21

A girl W Kheshnuma and
Zubin Mistry; August 26

A girl to Minal and Khushrau
Jilla; August 29

MARRIED

Afeetha J. Menezes and
Mehernosh B, Parell,
January 2

Shahnaz Hoshang Malaowalla
and Percy Jijing; January 4
Zia K. Khambarea and Nikfl
Sawhmey; January 5

Reshima Hans Hiltensberger
and Cyrus Mehernosh
Dumasia; January 7

Janicee Yazdi Arethna and
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Anish Khanra: January 7
Minal Prabliakear Blrundari
and Ashred Firdosh
Foonawala; January 9
Tanaaz Rusi Subawalla

and Tapan Ranjir Sampat,
January 9

Khushnoma Kekobad Parell
and Farfiad Dara Kapadia,
January 21

Aarmeen Mohemadeali Mogul
and Kaioz Dinshaw Dordi;
January 23

Kainaz Gazder and Vijay
Santhanany; January 27
Janhavi Suresh Mashelkar and
Porus Noshir Ardesher,
February 4

Mahenov Dinyar Havia and
Nishanr Laxmikant Thakkar,
February 4

Aparna Ashek Kanunge and
Zubin Neville Mistry,
February 5

Monalisa Eohinton frani and
Kaikhushroo Sam frani,
February 6

Rajnigandha Shekhawar and
Navroz Manek Mahudawala,
February 6

Renu Tapania and Veeraf
Tehemtan Sararawala;
February 6

Maya Rokaa and Jimmy
Mistry;, February 10

Kainaz Burjor Setfina and
Abhimanyu Harish
Mulchandani, February 10
Hufrish Vispi Balaporia and
Manaj Mahadev Borkar,
February, 14

Sheraz Cyrus Kaka and Amit
Kaushik; February 15

Dinaz Rohinton Patel and
Pranay Shrivastava;

February 17

Sakina Almedali Lakdawala
and Anosh Pervez Elavia:
February 21

Shiraz Godref Dandiwala and
Dicn Sylvester Segueira;
February 27

Zaring Pervez Dordi and
Shabir Hussain; February 28
Mehrak Amiri Zahedi and
Enayar Marshal
Poorekhorsandi; February 28
Mamita Sadanand Peojari and
Hormuzd Farokh Billimarie,
March 4

Sanober Rohinton Roowalla
and Alraf Abdulsulran
Merchane, March 4

Rashna B, Dumasia and
Kaizad Johnston; March 10
Rufhsana Bahadur Bhamgara
and Rajesh Dhirnbhai Pala;
March 10

Jasmine Farvokh Bharucha
and Glean Henry Naronha,
March 12

Gulshan 8. Dalal and Farfad
B. Pagdiwala; March 17

Niti Khosla and Neville
Bokdawala; March 21

Ketki J. Ved and Mikky R,
Langrana; March 25
Gitanjali Kohli and Pheroze
Engineer: March 26
Kashmira D, Adajania and
Daniel George, March 26
Shalini Ramesh Ponda and
Jimi Tehmul Driver; March 27
Khushnumea Kobad Debnugara
and Hoshang Jehangir
Unwalla: April 3

Celina Marie Yovich and
Jehangir Nusli Wadia; April 9
Benaifer Sam Karkaria and
Sumil Dennis Fernandes,
April 17

Meghana Subhash Damle and
Cyrus Pesi Guzder; Apnil 17
Poonam Yadav and Vispi Bomi
Sarkari; April 17

Shirin Hoshang Bilimoria and
Abdulla Sheikh; April 17
Sanedy 0'Souza and Kaizad
Shapur Sidhwa; April 19
Soniya Sarbyjic Gill and Yezdi
Adi Darwwalla; April 21
Himadri Omprakash Kejriwal
and Mehernosh Kali Mistry;
April 21

Parween M. Shaikh and
Jehangir K. Patel; April 21
Hardeep Kaur and Roozbeh
Noshir Gazdar, April 24
Krishna Choralal Naolikar
and Dara Rattanshaw
Chavdea; April 28

Unnati Nilesh Shukla and
Zubin Aspi Billimoria, May 4
Revis Ann Newton and
Behram G. Nagporwala;

May 6

FPreeti Rasiklal Thoria and
Ruzbeh Faredoon Kapadia,
May 7

Sandeepa R. Sarkar and
Jehangir Rohinton Bariwala;
May 12

Vabeez Zarir Master and
Jamsheer Avari; May 19
Hutoxi Sam Tavadia and
Haresh Manoj Shivdasani;
May 20

Pallavi Narwekar and Harvesp
Panthakey; May 22



Sunita Singh Passi and
Kayomars Rustom frani;
May 27

DIED
Heomi Adi Rutnakar (74), 13,
Sargant Hse, Allana Marg,
400001 ; January 25 (cremated)
Khusro Faramroze Rustamji
(87), Ness Baug Annexe 1,
Mana Chowk, 400007;

March 2 (cremated)

Ratan Hoshung Sethna (76),
I/B, Brighton, 68/1), Nepean
Sea Rd, 400006; March 16
{cremated)

Haosi Bomanfi Misiry (73},
Fariyas Bldg, August Kranti
Marg, 400036; March 29
(cremated)

Peraja Jehangir Wadia (91),
402, Nepean Hse, Nepean
Sea Rd, 400006; May 10
(cremated)

Homi Dadvseth (77), 1, Enid
Apts, 48, Chaple Rd, Bandra
(W), 400050; June |
(cremated)

Soral Burjor Aibara (80), 4/B,
Vellard View, Peddar Rd,
400006; June 17 (cremated)
Rusi Framrase Madon (65),
627, Dubash Bldg, Homavazir
Rd, Parsi Ciny, Dadar, 400014,
July 31

Dadar Temuras Wadia (84),
M/7, Dalal Est, Lamingion Rd,
A00008; July 31

Bhikhaji Nusserwanji
Langrana (90), Peddar Hse,
Proctor 51, Grant Rd, 400007;
August |

Phivoze Jehangirfi Makhania
(86), A, Shirin Manzil, Dinbai
Petit Lane, Balaram 31,
400007, August 1

Naozer Ruttonshaw Panthaki
{66), 682, Kapadia Bldg,
Khareghat Rd. Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; August |
Edul Bomansha Thanewalla
(823, A/, Bhiwandiwalla Ter,
Dhobitalao, 400002; August |
Alamai Hormasii Davierwalla
(89}, 3/4, Spenta, B. G. Kher
Marg, Malabar Hill, 400006:
August 2

Mani Phiroze Setfma (83),
690, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; August 2

Tehminag Kaiklushrn
Buhariwala (99), /T, Beach
Hse Park, Gandhi Gram Rd,
Juhu, 400049; August 3
Shirin Sorab frani (71), 9141,
Mariam Manzil, 8. 8. Gaikwad
Rd, Dhobitalao, 400002
August 3
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FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
Bombay India
Thisissue 2002% 20037 Tris issue

BIRTHS
Boys 4 7S — 5
Girls 9 103 38 1 6
MARRIAGES
Parsi — 210 90 1 17
INTERCOMMUNAL
Males mareied out 33 48 33 - 1
Females married out 18 493 18 1 2
DEATHS
CONSIGNED
Males 3 45 M 4 79
Females 40 441 283 13 80
CREMATED
Males 6 9 6 i -
Females 1 17 1 - -

*fRunning totals for 2002 (January 2002-September 2003 issues)
Running totals for 2003 (March 2003-September 2003 issues)
Overseas deaths are Bsled in the consigned column as Parsiana does nol have a breakup of those cremated.

*These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
total number of births, mardages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

2002* 20032 Thisissue 2002% 2003

World
3

3 7 45 10
7 6 27 8

10 3 22 5

= 3 5 2
- 1 8 3
45 5 3B 15
61 7 32 13

Noshir Cawasji Madon (72),
O682A, Kapadia Bldg,
Khareghat Rd, Parsi Clny.
Dadar, 400014; August 3

Soli Balwransha Pichawala
(59, Arya Samaj Bhavan, 232,
Bazar Gate St, Fort, 400001;
August 3

Mehroo Shapurji Athugar (88),

Chothia Bldg, 275/C, Zoroas-
trian Clny, Chikalwadi,
Tardeo, 400007; August 4
Pitoo Hormasfi Parch (86),
Adville, 34, Ridge Rd,
Malabar Hill, 400006;

August 4

Soona Selangir Polishwala
(83), 44/B. Batliwalla Villa,
Sleater Rd, 400007; August 4
Marzhan Sorabji Vasania (56),
Desra Rd, Bilimora, Gujarat,
396321; August 4

Darayus Homi Khergammwala
(54), G/5, 5. B. Bharucha
Baug, 5. V., Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; August 5

Kary Jehangiv Mistry (76),
Cr23, Jerbai Baug, Dr
Ambedkar Rd. Byculla,
400027; August 5

Perin Dinmnfishaw Palsetia
(73). 27. Khan Block, New
Khareghat Clny, Babulnath
Rd, 400007; August 5

Dali Ratanshaw Sanjana (73},
N. M. Wadia Block, 6/5,

Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwan
(W), 400102; August 5
Karosh Homi Wadia (70), 76,
Pali Hill, Bandra (W}, 400050,
August 5

Sali Dinshaw Colabawalla
(66). Adie Mans, Near Super
Cinema, Grant Rd, 400007;
August 6

Willie Dhunjishah Dharwar
(90}, 4/75, Jehangir Mans,

M. 5. Patkar Marg, 400007,
August 6

Rari Erwvch Daver (70), 5, Petinl
Blocks, M. P. Agiary Lang,
Grant Rd, 400007 August 7
Firoze Burjorji Vazifidar (69),
10¥42, Venus Co-op Hsg Soc,
TPS-6, Rd no 1, Santacruz
(W), 400054; August 7

Homi Jehangir Crawford (73),
41, Shankar Sagar, Breach
Candy, 400036; August §
Banoo Dadiba Darewala (74),
AS23, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; August 8

Sheroo Rustom Desai (82),
43, Cama Park, Cama Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058;

August §

Bapsi Sheriar Khandhadia
(76), 3/8-A66, Jeevan Shanti
Sagar Soc, Jeevan Bima Ngr,
Borivali (W), 400103;

August §

Boman famshedii Mulla (73),

AST, Corinthian, Opp Fariyas
Hotel, Arthur Bunder Rd,
Colaba, 400005; August 9
Nergish Bejonji Panthaki (73),
T83, Patel Home, M. Joshi Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
August 9

Daolly Eruchshaw Patel (63),
15711, Mody Bldg. Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo, 400007;

August 9

Heomaveon Ardesiiir
Shahnavaz (75), Mahimkar
Villa, Shivaji Peth, Khandala,
410301; August 9

Khorshed Minoo Sidhwa (85),
Pemino, Altamount Rd,
400026 August 9

Hormusji Framyji Siganporia
(93}, Bf1, Screne P, Jecjechbhoy
Bldg. Suyog Negr, Bhabola
Chulna Rd, Vasai (W),
401202: August 9

Snnoo Adi Darwala (72),
C/26, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; August 11

Gool Kersi Gokal (80), G/,
Captain Clny, Tardeo, 400034;
August 11

Ehirin Meherwan Hakim (86),
B/13, Mistry Bldg, Opp M. D.
College, Parel, 400012;
August 11

Rati Sorab Parel (84), HF2, 5.
B. Bharucha Baug, 5. V. Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058;




August 11

Khurshed Ardeshir frani (74),
kohiar Hse, 4, Dhuswadi,
Dhobitalao, 400002;

August 12

Heamai Minoe Daver (18),
D19, Jerbai Baug, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Byculla,
400027 August 13
Maneckbai Maneck Umrigar
(78), 4, Seth Hse, Thakurdwar,
400002; August 13

Dinamai E, Bhathena (92),
693, Zaveri Block, Dinshaw
Master Rd, Parsi Cloy, Dadar,
400004; August 14

Keki Shapurji Jijina (84),
Panday Sanatorium, Colaba,
A00005; August 15

Erach Jehangirji Vevai (93),
17-AS9, Rustom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byculla,
400027; August 15

Rany Sohrab Bhote (78), 402,
Ankur, Dadabhai Rd, Andheri
(E), 400069; August 16
Burjor ( Baji) Dhanjishaw
Minbatiwalla (81), 761,
Majamai Mans, M. Joshi Rd,
Parsi Clny. Dadar, 400014
August 16

Sheroo Kaikhusroo Commis-
sariar (81), 5-6/C, Kanhaya
Bhuwan, Chira Bazar, 400002;
August 17

Eruch Burjorji Patel (63), 7,
Todiwalla Bldg, Sopari Baug
Rd. Parel, 400012; August 18
Burjor Manekfi Siganporia
(82), B/38, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; August I8
Keti Boman Surti (85), Petit
Widows' Chawl, Fort, 400001;
August 18

Pirofhat Dossabhai Kalwach-
walla (103}, Cf415, Vikas
Tower, Andheri (E), 400069;
August 19

Shera Shapur Tara (91),
Holland Hse, 14, Colaba
Causeway, 400001; August 19
Barjorji Gustadii Mehenty
(82), 598/C, A. H. Wadia
Bldg, J. 5. 5. Rd, Chira Bazar,
400002; August 20

Jer Framroze Panthaki (90),
Jer Mans, Guader 5t, Chira
Bazar, 400002; August 20
Rohinton Dara Shroff (62), 8,
Cozy Bldg, Gowalia Tank,
400036; August 20

Dhun Homi Wadia (85),
Sheroo Villa, 87, Versova
Rd, Andheri (W), 400053,
August 20

Gool Kaikhushru Balsara (96),
1-B/11, Tata Mills Co-op Hsg
Soe, Elphinstone Rd, Parel,
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400012; August 21

Rusi Savakshaw Bhagat (63),
Wilson Bldg, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Dadar, 400014: August 21
Piraja Ernch Kasad (80), 5/17,
Khareghat Clny, Hughes Rd,
400007, August 21

Roshan Sorab Contractor
(72), 794, Jame Jamshed Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
August 23

Perin Rustom Dotiwalla (72),
21/A, Usha Sadan, Next 1o
Colaba PO, 400005; August 23
Darabshaw Kavasji Dubash
(77), B0, New Khareghat
Clny, Hughes Rd, 400007,
August 23

Baman Hormuz Trani (72),
Marine Chmbs, 15t Marine St,
400020; August 23

Piloo Hami Unwala (76), Park
View, Little Gibbs Rd,
400006; August 23

Nariman Darabsha Elavia
(79}, 502, Mangal Darshan,
Waterficld Rd, Bandra (W),
400050; August 24

Hilla Keki Bharucha (85), 12,
MNew Garden View Co-op Hsg
Soc, Almeda Park, Bandra
(W), 400050; August 25
Sarab Edulji Cooper (86), S/1,
Pearl Mans, 91, M. Karve Rd,
400020, August 25

Homi Manekshaw Udwadia
(67), 204, Pooja Co-op Hsg
Soc, Amar Ngr, Durgah Rd,
Mulund (W), 400082

August 25

Khorshed Ernch Damri (86),
T98, Tehmi Villa, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; August 26
Sheriar Burjorji Patel (82),
E/f3, Bhiwandiwalla Ter,
Dhobitalao, 400002;

August 26

Khodadad Rustom Ahrestani
(83), 11, Doctor Bldg, S. B.
Bharucha Baug, S. V. Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058

August 27

Sam Jamshed Gazdar (71),
B/7, Allahabad Bank Mutan
Co-op Hsg Soc Lid, Doongri
no 2, Andheri (W), 400069;
August 27

Pervize Dinshaw Panthakey
(91), 406/D, Simla Hse,
MNepean Sca Rd, 400036,
August 27

Homi Jal Pastakia (68), S30XE,
Gool Villa, Dr Ambedkar Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
August 29

Sarosh Minecher Vakil (88), 5,
Ewvergreen: 2nd Dadiseth Cross

Lane, Babulnath Rd, 400007;
August 29

Hoshang Darabshaw Aibara
(64), E/37, Cusrow Baug,

5. B, Rd, 400039; August 30
Phiroze Merwanji Kateli
(93}, Sohrab Palamkote Hall,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
August 30

Goal Jehangir Meha (91),
558, Sanghrajka Hse, Aden-
walla Rd, Matunga, 400019;
August 31

CALCUTTA

MARRIED

Shaizeen Tangri and Carl
Contractor, April 25
Roxanne Bulsara and
Ganesh Basavaraj, July 27

DED

Joyee Jamshed Bulsara;
March 19

Shelly Feroze Bilimoria,
mother of Ratan, Mcher
Khambatta and Pesi and sister
of late Sam, Katie Aspy Maoddi
and Hosie; July 23

Goela Belramji Randelia,
mother of Sheroo T. Patel,
Nosher and Dorab and sister of
Bhikoo H. Parbhoo; July 31

SECUNDERABAD

BORN

A girl, Richelle, o Zimia and
Beraaz ftalie; March 28

DIED

Maneckshaw B. Darabna (90);
June 5

Homi K. Banaji (75), father of
Adi and Limi; August 6
(cremated)

Sheroo Engineer (77), wife of
Minoo and sister of Feroze
Katrak: Augusi 29

SURAT

DIED

Darayas Dhanfisha Guard
(76), 11/1894, Laywala Bldg,
Muglisara, 395003; August 7
Sorabji Jivanji Havva (92), 3,
Parckh Chol, Timaliyawad,
MNanpura, 395001; Augusi 9
Rari Raran Messman (70),
B/801, New Suncity Apts,
Anand Mahel Rd, 395003;
August 9

Dharmay Pirajsha Turel (89),
Agiary Mohallo, Adajan;
August 10

Dhanmay Ardeshar Varivava
(102), 7-C, Gita Am, Palia 51,
Nanpura, 395001 August 14
Perin Mervanji Dastur (92),

Godha St, Nanpura, 395001;
August 21

Jalu Barjorji Karai (74}, Karai
Mang, Dangor St, Nanpura,
395001; August 21

Tahmina Ardeshir Sukhia (76),
Mota Faram Hse, Bibini Wadi,
Sayedpura, 395003; August 22
Banoobai Nariman Bhathena
(74), Padar Mohallo, Village
Borbhatha, Tal Choyasi, Dist
Surat; August 23

Alamai Darabsha Bhagwagar
(81}, Chowki Sheri, Nanpura
Main Rd, 395001; August 26
Jarbare Soralyji Havia (95),
Motamai Hira Parakh Chawl,
Timaliyawad, Nanpura,
395001; August 28

Temurasp Jamshedji Enth
(73}, Mariman Home and
Infirmary, Shahpore, 395003;
August 31

AUSTRALIA

Victoria

MARRIED

Farah Rohinton frani and
Cyrus Feroze Master of
Bombay, India in Melbourne;
August 24

CANADA

British Columbia

BORN

A girl, Ava, 1o Tinaz and
Daryush Jangi in Morth
Vancouver; January 17

MARRIED
Sabrina Gill and Zubin Nazir
in Victoria; June 21

HEDR

Shahriar Farrokhzad (97),

in North Vancouver;
December 11, 2002

Dinyar Parsi (88), husband of
Soltan in North Vancouver;
December 17

Ontario

BORN

A girl, Tatyana, to Zhaleh
and Rooshad Golwalla;

June 15, 2003

A boy, Tarenish, w0 Khusha-
min and Hormuzd Chathia in
Toronte: August 31

MARRIED
Delna Anary, daughter of
Beroze and Adi, and Keiras
Mehia, son of Dolly and Soli
in Vaughan; June 7

MED
Sarabji C. Kharwanwala



{ Kodia), husband of Perin and
father of Yazdi, Phiroz,
Rohinton and Roshan;

June &

Kawus Naravati, husband of
Sylvia and father of Jamshed,
Pheroze and Tanaz in
Burlington; June 15

Freny Bulsara (63), wile of
Kekie and mother of Adi,
Jehangir, Suman and Havovie
in Outawa; June 22

HAWAI

MARRIED

Suzanne Larder and Darins
Kasad of North Califomia,
son of Homai and Arvind;
October 13, 2002

IRAN
HEDR
Shirin Falahati (Nemdarian)

(70}, mother of Iraj in Tehran;

January 18, 2003

ITALY

DIED

Khorshed Kharas, wife of
Jamshed and mother of
Homi and Parveen in Rome;
August §

PAKISTAN

Karachi

DIEDR

Zareen Farrokh Wania,
mother of Darius and Mcher
Anklesaria; June 13

UK

HMED

Jamshed Ruston Korwal,
brother of Dorab and late
Dinshaw; August 4

USA

California

BORK

A boy, Sheyaan, 10 Nelly
and Percy Bhesania:
January 7

A boy, Kaizan, 1o Nafeeza
and Darayus Sarea, brother
1o Zoheb and Ushain

in Foster City; January 16
A boy, Amwesh, to Ann and
Sarosh Parel in Fremont;
March 7

Mlinois

BORM

A boy, Darin, 1o Havevi and
Erich Tavadia in Chicago;
July 13

MARRIED
Melizsa Jones and Zarvan
Karanfia, son of Zarin

and Neriosang in Chicago;
May 25

New York

BORN

A girl, Farah, 1o Azarmecn
and Rezwan Pavri; January 30

MARRIED
Sharmeen lrani, daughter of
Khaorshed and Phiroze, and
Vispi Jilla of Dallas, son of
Sabar and Noshir; May 17

DIEDR
Diana Minocher Parel, sister
of Maneck Sanjana; January 26

North Carolina

BORN

A girl, Rhea, 1o Tannaz and
Kafomarz Dativala; June 12

Oklahoma

BORN

A boy, Alex, 1o Debbie and
Kersi Bharucha, brother o
Nicholas and Christopher;
May |

Pennsylvania

MED

Behroze Chanterjee (57),
wife of Sapan Kumar and
mother of Babeena Sharma
and Anupam in Pinsburgh;
July 14

Texas

BN

A girl, Ferona, to Niloufer and
Anoshak Bustani in Dallas;
Movember 3, 2002

A girl, Autria Sarvar, 1o Mira
and Safvrab Aidun in Dallas;
December 23

A boy, Darayus, 10 Carole
and Zal Parakh, brather

to Zarine in Dallas:

January 2, 2003

MARRIED
Natasha Desai and Norman
Brre Frerlong 1 in Houston;
March &

HED
Nilima Rajken, wife of Faroakh
and mother of Sean and Nikina:
July 11

Compiled by Roxana A, Driver

Sharing Mewories

Ervied Navroze Korwal of Belpawm, son
af Tushea and Phiroze, completed his
navar training on May 15, 2002, The
I4-year-old wnderwent the priesily
training at Bombay's Soonaifi Hirgi

Agiary
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Ervad Ravomand Sidliwa passed liis samel
exams in Udvade and became a full-fledged
priest last vear, The 14-year-old son of
Zenobia and Peshotan of Udvada received
his religious training ar the Athornan

Boarding Madressa, Bombay

If you would like ro share your happy and memorable occasions with our
readers, please write to Parsiana for details on the Sharing Memories column

Zerkxis Bhandara was initiated into the
Zoroastriagn fold on December 29, 2002 ar
the Anjuman Ataslh Beliram in Bombay. He
is the son of Tengaz and mobed Zarir
Bhandara of California, USA



IN MEMORIAM

Kalapesi’s
kaleidoscope

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Died: Roshan Minocher Kalapesi, 77,
first president of The Crafis Council of
Indiaand a pillar of Paramparik Karigar,
an organization dedicated to promoting
and preserving Indian craft, on February
24, 2003 in Caleutta following cardiac
complications.

Observing
the legendary
craftsmen of In-
dia turn away
from their he-
reditary trade 1o
more lucrative
callings Kala-
pesi was com-
mitted to pro-
moting their
cause through the Paramparik Karigar,
She regularly organized workshops and
exhibitions to give them a platform for
their creativity. In March 2003 the Taj
Mahal Hotel hosted a rare auction con-
ducted by Bowrings of UK for the
craftwork created by the Paramparik
Karigars. This prestigious event was the
brainchild of Kalapesi who had worked
hard for its success but had not lived to
witness it, mentions her sister Katayun
{Kiwy) Madan,

In 2003 asin 1999 she was offered the
National Gallery of Modern Art free for
a month to hold exhibitions. At all such
events she would personally interact with
the craftsmen, jointly analyze why par-
ticular items were not sold and accord-
ingly give them tips to improve their
artefacts. A series of skill and enhance-
ment workshops for craftsmen were ini-
tiated by her. Working conjointly with
Kalapesi towards uplifting the lot of the
neglected craftsmen was noted poet
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay. When serv-
ing on the All India Handicrafis Board
Kalapesi realized that the artisans were
not getting the proper help and direction
nor the monetary benefits which they
deserved.

Kalapesi: the cor-
nerstone of craft

To preserve for posterity the beautiful
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costumes of India, she wasinstrumentalin
collecting and displaying the various at-
tire in an exhibition, Paradhanika. for
which she obtained sponsorship from Air
India. This exhibition opened at the
Smithsonian Museumin Washington and
eamed much acclaimasitiraveled around
the world. With her extensive study of
embroidery, Kalapesi had chosen to wear
a gara at the inauguration which had at-
tracted as much attention as the exhibi-
tion, she had conveyed to Parsiana (sce
“Painting with a needle,” Parsiana, Au-
zust 1986). She subsequently designed
the Air Indiaairhostesses” uniforms which
were very popular,

Her tryst with attires began when she
designed the costumes for a Shakes-
pearean play after which she was ap-
proached to design an exhibition on
leatherwear for a German commercial
delegation, notes a life profile. Estab-
lished as a designer overnight, she was
flooded with offers to do several fashion
shows. It was Kalapesi who created the
wardrobe for Reita Faria (the first In-
dian “Miss World™) and gave her com-
prehensive coaching for the event.

Frequently invited overseas, Kalapesi
had an occasion to display the crafis of
India on board The Roval Qdyssevonits
voyage from Bombay to Mombasawhen
summoned by The Royal Cruise Line,
Another trip to Israel saw her conduct
workshops and proffer advice on erafts.
In Scandinavia she participated in a
workshop on modern furniture design.

Equally involved with the commu-
nity's award winning artistic efforts, she
was in charge of costumes and art direc-
tion for Vijaya Mehta's film Pestonjee,
starring cinestars Naseeruddin Shah,
Anupam Kher and Shabana Azmi, and
for Pervez Merwanji’s film Percy, star-
ring Ruby Patel and Kurush Deboo. At
the exhibition Parasika, organized by
the K. R. Cama Oriental Institute at the
Prince of Wales Museum in 1991, she
was among those mainly responsible for

projecting the history and achievements
of the Parsi community. The enormous
panorama had been compartmentalized
by Kalapesi under six heads siarting
with the early roots in Persia and extend-
ing up to the early 20th century which
witnessed the mushrooming of philan-
thropy in Bombay. She had made a good
study of the Zoroastrian religion and was
considerably knowledgeable about the
community’s customs and traditions,
recalls her sister marvelling at how she
could make an abstract subject interest-
ing and appealing for the youngsters.

Daily prayers were a routine for
Kalapesi whose faith in the religion had
made her write and direct plays like The
Splendowred One (on the life of Zara-
thushtra), Cyrus the Grear and others,
She formed a theater group called Act
where actors could learn the basics of
stagecrafl. Her own interest in stage pro-
ductions was nurtured when she joined
the Theatre Group, taking partin Ebrahim
Alkazi's productions. She would act,
dance and sing in many productions in
America, Europe and Asia. She was in-
vited 1o a theater workshop in the south
of France with luminaries like Alan Jay
Lerner of My Fair Lady fame and was
ever willing to direct plays with her
sister for the productions staged by the
Caleutta School of Music.

After her schooling at the Clare Road
Convent and graduation in seience from
Bombay's Elphinstone College, Kalapesi
was expected 1o carry on her lather
Khanbahadur Minocher Kalapesi®s busi-
ness of manufacturing essences for aer-
ated water factories (Duke's lemonade
was one of them). Until the end she
fulfilled ihis obligation 1o Shannon
Chemical Work as the business was
known while pursuing her other inter-
ests. After graduation she worked at
Chemould Frames where she helped 1o
sell frames and paintings of promising
artists. She had studied western music,
both the piano and vocal and learnt mod-
ern ballet, She was tutored in design and
color psychiatry by Eric Dust of Lon-
don.

A fountainhead of ideas and suppart
for various causes Kalapesi was among
those who fought for the creation of
Priyadarshini Park at Bombay’s Napean
Sea Road when there were proposals to
develop this property. “She should have
been born a man,” maintains Madan
giving hersistercredit for stoically shoul-



dering the responsibilities both at home
and outside. A keen cricket fan who
would never miss out on matches espe-
cially when India was playing, Madan
remembers that even as a schoolgirl,
Roshan’s studybook would lie open be-
fore her vying for herattention while she
wiis engrossed in the radio commentary
on cricket matches!

Mot academically inclined, she al-
ways maintained thatwe should beteach-
ing crafts to our children, states her
sister. The grant she received from the
Mational Council of Rural Institutes was
utilized to finance five master craftsmen
of Paramparik Karigar to write bookson
their field of specialization. These books,
she hoped, would be used as manuals o
teach craft in schools.

The patron of ars and crafis is sur-
vived by hersister Katayun{Kiity) Madan,

FINANCIAL GUIDELINES FOR...
continwed from page 24
publication of accounts of a charitable
trust (whose total income exceeds one
crore rupees ina previous year) inalocal
newspaper is an initiative taken by the
Government in the right direction and is
well appreciated by such trusts.
Similar principles apply, so far as
may be, to approved educational and
medical institutions, scientific institu-
tions, notified trusts, trade unions, news
agencies, ete. These institutions are now
required to file their returns of income if
their income without giving effect o
exemption under section 10 exceeds the
maximum amount not chargeable to in-
come-tax [section 139 (4C)]. Failure to
furnish the return of income attracts pen-
alty under the Act. The return of income
will not be considered as defective if the
certificate for the tax deducted m source
has not been furnished aiong with the
return of income due to the default of the
payerinnot furnishing suchacentificate.
The certificate is, however, required o
be produced within two years from the
end of the assessment year [explanation
o section 139(9)).

Rustom 5. Gae, a fomer law secrelary 1o the
Government of India, is
presently a senior advocate
practising in the Supreme
Court of India. He is known
for his expertise on sub-
jects refaling to fiscal laws,
company law and constitu-
tional law. He writes Irequently on legal is-
sues pertaining to the community.
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BUSINESS

continued from page 37

Prestige printing

Continuing their winning run in quality
printing is JAK Printers Private Limited,
picking upthree firstand second positions
each, and two third positions in different

categories (print finishing, offset printing,
single and two color) at the National
Awards for Excellence in Printing, 2003,
JAK’s tally made it the second highest
award winnerat theawards heldin Bombay
in February. At last year's awards in Ma-
dras, JAK had beenthe third highest award
winnerinthesmall, mediumandbig (com-
bined) group.

While their single maiden entry inthe
51st International Calendar show (the
world's biggest calendar show) in 2001
in Stutigart, Germany had fetched part-
ners Khushru Patel and Aspi Forbes a
silver award (the first of its kind for any
printing company in India), JAK won
the bronze award at Kalenderschau 2002
in the same city. At the Asia Calendar
Show 2002 in Bombay, JAK picked up
gold, silver and bronze awards, accord-
ing to their fact file.

“JAK Printers has come 10 occupy
the third place among the most success-
ful printing units of the past few years,
though it is one of the smallest printing
units in the competition,” (with just one
four-color offset printing machine in ad-
dition 1o its two single-color printing
machines, while others have up to 10
multi-color machines), notes the April
2003 issue of PRINTCOM INDIA, the
“independent quality magazine for print
production, digital publishing and pack-
aging,” published in cooperation with
Deutscher Drucker, Germany.

In his article on JAK Printers, interna-
tional writer Kurt Wolf states: “We paida
visit 1o JAK Printers in the industrial area
in Worli and talked to the owners Patel
and Forbes. Weasked... whether it paysin
any way o take part in such competi-
tions..." Patel replied: *Awards earned at

competitions are a symbaolic reminder for
us that we are on the right track with our
strategy of producing with great care, with
the objective of achieving just the best
possible quality... The awards... stand for
the reassurance from the competent and
impartial award organizers that we could

From lefi: Meher and Khushru Parel
with national awards in Madras;
Jeroo and Aspi Forbes receiving
imternational award in Germany

deliver the highest level of quality. And
what better way can weever ask fortowin
over customers!™

“Although JAK's prices are consid-
ered *high’ in India, they are in fact low
enough to be attractive, when we com-
pare international prices,” Wolf writes.
“*The big publishing houses in India
whichhave been getting their jobs printed
in Singapore for quite some time now,
are getting more and more of their books
printed here in India in the last couple of
years," explains Patel. *“Weare oneof the
three printing houses, which print these
high-quality books now in India, be-
cause we are cheaper than Singapore,
while our quality is equally good.™

JAK Printers also specialize in the
printing of credit cards, the article notes.
Highquality labels for multinational com-
panies, exclusive writing stationery, fash-
ion magazines having high-gloss print
quality, calendars, photo and art books,
catalogs, etc make up the bulk of the
turnover, but the partners take up small
value orders like visiting cards 100,

Constrained for space in their present
premises, JAK Printers will soon be
shifting into new, bigger premises at
Byculla. A reliable digital proof and a
CtP typesetter will be installed and the
present speed master 72 will be joined
by a speed master 102 S, so as to enable
the doubling of the printing format and
to speed up the printing.

Compiled by Hilla P'. Guzder
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