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READERS' FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

“Seeking new directions”
I refer here to the comments made by B,
T. Dastur, chief executive officer,
Bombay Parsi Punchayet at the execu-
tive council meet of the Federation of
Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India
held in Jamshedpur on December 2-3,
2000 (“Seeking new directions,”
Parsiana, January 2001),

Responding to eritics who complain
that students who go for studies abroad
never return, Dastur said, “Wherever
they go, they'll remain Parsis. Rather
than get some inconsequential job here,
let them stay there and contribute so that
the next generation can be educated.”

I would like to question Dastur
whether all jobs here are inconsequen-
tial and whether all jobs in USA are
consequential, and why the students
should stay there and not make a contri-
bution to India on their return. Does
Dastur want all students to emigrate and
accentuate the dwindling population of
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Parsis in India? Probably he s not aware
that 46 percent of the Parsis voting in the
Jam-e-Jamshed Weekly opinion poll
(**Pulse of the Parsis,” January 7, 2001)
have stated that the downslide of the
Parsis in India is because our best brains
have emigrated and 78 percent of the
voters think it is obligatory for those
going abroad for studies through com-
munity funds to return to India (“Pulse
of the Parsis,” January 28, 2001).

De P, D. SUNAVALA

“Zoros at the Olympics”
In the article “Zoros at the Olympics”
(Zoroastrians Abroad, Parsiana, Janu-
ary 2001}, there is a slight correction,
My congratulations to Beghzad and
Freeya Bana for their participation in
the Olympics. However they are not the
only Zoroastrians to have done so. My
granddaughter Anita Beheruz Sethna
hersell ran with the torch in the 1996
Olympics. She took partin the flag car-
rying ceremony at the start of the Games
and played the clarinet with the Olym-
pic Band at the closing ceremony.
MITHU N. SETHNA

“Taaraa moné saakar”
Iread the Gujarati sayings “Taaraa moné
saakar” (Parsiana, December 2000) with
interest. [ would like to point out two
sayings whichcould be betterinterpreted
as under:
+Ek chana ni b faat
There are two sides to every story.
*Chor né potlé dhoor ni dhoor
Literally it would mean that a thiel's
loot will turn to dust. However this is
more often used when a cheat or back-
biter gets paid back in his own coin,
JAMZHED R. UDVADIA
Lansing, USA

“Kisseh-Houston”

I have read Furhok K. Tangree's letter
(“Kisseh-Houston,” Readers” Forum,
Parsiana, November 2000) where he
says that Ali Jafarey should be allowed
to speak at the Seventh World Zoroas-
trian Congress in USA. Ashe isliving in
France, Tangree may have become a
liberal thinker who does not mind the
inclusion of Jafarey. Jafarey may have
studied our scriptures as so many of the
Indian, European, Iranian and other
scholars have done and each of them has
different perceptions, each of them has a

newer angle from where to see our
Zarathushti religion. But only a person
born of Zoroastrian parents, duly initi-
ated into our religion, wearing the
sudreh-kusti perpetually and practising
our faith, has a natural God-given right
to enter the precincts of an agiary or an
atash behram and go near the conse-
crated fire to offer sandalwood and pray
the Zarathushti prayersas a farmanbardar
of God's laws as given to us by his
messenger Prophet Zarathushtra, A non-
Zarathushti person or a half-caste who
desires to be a full-fledged Zarathushti
by claiming his father or mother is a
Zarathushti can never be called a
Zarathushti or get initiated into that reli-
gion,

A Zarathushti who marries a non-
Zarathushti knowingly or unknowingly
breaks the foundation pillar, ceases tobe
a Zarathushti and becomes a riman. He
cannot deceive himself or his religion of
birth by still adhering to it openly or
privately. Even if he wears the sudreh-
kusti, it has no meaning as the unseen
cord which joins his soul within with the
pav mahal since his initiation has now
been broken.

The navjote ceremony is a physical
and esoteric ceremony. During the physi-
cal ceremony to initiate the child the
kusti is tied with prayers by the din-
dasturs, Esoterically Gosh Yazd and his
hamkars enjoin the soul of that child to
the unseen pav mahal. So if the child is
of a non-Zarathushti (non burgis) soul,
how can the esoleric ceremony take
place? Such a soul can never ever be
enjoined to the pav mahal. Only a mean-
ingless physical ceremony takes place
where the kusti is like a dead rope on the
waist, withoul any purpose or power.
Evenif that child recites our prayers and
does a physical kusti, his or her chanting
of prayers will be quite useless as it
cannot be registered in the realm of
minoi through the pillar of pav mahal as
there is no cord enjoining hisfher soul 1o
the pav mahal. A mixed marriage and its
results create only rimni all throughout
which is even more sinful than a woman
in menses offering a piece of sandal-
wood to an atash padshah. It destroys
the very purpose of this religion. The
true religion catches cancer and very
slowly dies and pseudo religionists make
matters worse by bringing in their own
whims and fancies in the guise of renais-
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sance to suit their needs and way of
practising the true religion. Today what
we are practising is not even a thou-
sandth part of the real true religion which
was practised in Iran during and after
Zarathushira’s time,

At the Seventh World Zoroastrian
Congress Jafarey could speak his mind
only as a researcher and scholar or an
observer, but never as a person practis-
ing the Zarathushti religion, since his
lineage is absolutely non-Zarathushti.

V. H THANAWALLA
Poona

This is in response to the letter by Brig
Noshir Grant of Poona (“Kisseh-Hous-
ton,” Readers' Forum, Parsiana, Octo-
ber 2000), It is so unfortunate that some
Zarathushtisthemselves are praising and
justifying the actions of Ali Akbar
Jafarey (the prefix of *Dr’ is highly
questionable).

Grant has enumerated various justi-
fications to make his point. Let us ana-
lyze them step by step.

Firstly he states, “To begin with may
[ remind (Khojeste) Mistree that none of
us was ever born a Zarathushti but was
converted o the faith by Zoroaster from
whatever religion we were then follow-

ing in Iran.”

May I remind Grant that before the
advent of Asho Zarathushtra, our ances-
tors were Mazdavasnis, the worshipers
of Ahura Mazda. Before Zarathushtra
the divine message was given to Shah
Gayomard and Shah Jamsheed. How-
ever at the time of Asho Zarathushira’s
birth the Mazdayasnis had started losing
faithin Ahura Mazdaand they had staned
worshiping false gods. So our Prophet
rekindled the flames of faith in the hearts
of the Mazdayasnis by spreading
amongst them (only amongst the
Mazdayasnis) the message of Ahura
Mazda, Henceforth his followers were
and are still known as Mazdayasni
Zarathushtis. So in reality there was no
conversion in ancient Iran.

He then adds, “our priests in gen-
eral... are not learned enough in the real
sense of the word, and have thus failed
to impart the true meaning of our reli-
gion 1o members of their congregation.”

It is not fair to generalize. Though
there is a lot to be desired from some of
our priests, not all belong to that cat-
egory. There are many priests who per-
form their religious duties with utmost
faith and as per the tarikats. The clergy
is our backbone. It is because of them

that we have been able to preserve our
customs and traditions.

Yes, it is lack of faith that drives
some members of our community o
non-Zoroastrian deities, but along with
the clergy it is also the duty of parents o
inculeate the true Zarathushti values in
the minds of their children. Teach them
to be true Mazdayasni Zarathushtis (wor-
shipers of Ahura Mazda, his Amesha
Spenias and Yazatas).

The third justification states, “In the
days before the advent of the stetho-
scope and brain scans, adog was brought
in to ascertain whether the man was
really dead. However to continue such a
ritual now seems bizarre. Similarly, in
the days before the advent of antiseptics
like Listerine or Deuol, perhaps a bull’s
urine was used for the purpose. How-
ever, o continue this today seems re-
pugnant.”

It is sheer blasphemy to even com-
pare the sacred nirang to the factory
manufaciured and chemically processed
antiseptics like Listerine or Dettol. The
sacred nirang is consecrated afler
vaozdathregar mobeds perform the
nirangdin ceremony (pav mahal kriya).
The nirang is not just an antiseptic to kill
germs and bacteria; it is a spiritually

For enquiries and export of Sandalwood,
Sandalwood Oil, Loban and Aggarbatties

Contact

S. R. CO.

Tel Nos: 3712359/3728346 Fax: 3738343
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MATRIMONIAL

Parents of highly
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*Please make sura the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited here.

purifying agent. Also, inour religion the
dog holds a significant position. The
dog is supposed to have a sixth sense o
detect the presence of the “druj’ that
causes decomposition of the corpse. The
presence of the dog is said to keep the
‘druj” away.

Religion is a divine revelation of

Ahura Mazda. Zarathushtra brought his
divine message 1o the common people.
Our Zarathushti deen shows us the way
of Asha (Righteousness). Human be-
ings are supposed to be Ahura Mazda's
warriors on this earth against evil, We
have to fight this battle not with weap-
ons of war, but with righteousness and
purity. Thus religion is a way in which
humans serve Ahura Mazda, the Su-
preme Master. Even the thoughts that
“religion is to serve man™ and that “reli-
gious rules must be bent to serve needs
of man,” are preposterous and absurd.

Jafarey is not a Zarathushti and will
never be one, Grant talks abowt knowl-
edge of the true Zoroastrian faith. Do
random alterations of our sacred Avestan
manthras show knowledge of the true
Zoroastrian faith? Jafarey could not be
true 1o his own, divine religion of 1slam,
50 how can he claim to be a true Zara-
thushti now?

In recent times many Zarathushtis
have developed this bad habit of ques-
tioning all that is sacred and dear 1o us.
Iwould like toremind themthatitis only
by preserving our sacred ancient tarikats
that we Zarathushtis have managed to
survive till woday, and it is only because
of this reason that we have been able 1o
preserve our own distinet identity.

BURLIN V. ENGINEER

“Review the system”

[ refer to Dr M. D. Disawalla’s and Dr
Homi Dhalla’s letters in “Harness solar
energy” (Readers’ Forum, Parsiana,
November 2000) throwing light on the
problem of dokhmenashini.

The Bombay Parsi Punchavet (BPP)
trustees have received various views
from the community to solve this prob-
lem.

Faced withdiffering options, it would
be advisable for the BPP to have a sepa-
rate special advisory committee, com-
prising experts in different felds — a
select panel of doctors, biologists,
dasturs, environmentalists, chemisls,
scientists and a co-ordinator. Such a
*Brain Trust Council’ can discuss this
problemunitedly tocome toaneffective
decision,

Burjor Framji
& Company

Licensed Plumbers

Sanitary & Drainage Contractors

Marine Mansion, 1st Marine Street, Mumbai 400002

Tel: 2083207
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There is no doubt that members of
the community will offer their dedi-
cated services for this good cause. Such
aunited wise decision will resolve some
reforms to continue our original system
of Khurshed Nagirashni. NOSHIR DABOO

Ahrmedabad

Acceptable alternatives
The recent concern shown by our Zoro-
astrian community regarding the time
honored system of dokhmenashini is
justified and yet is in no way something
new or sudden. Over the years this con-
cern has been highlighted from time to
time with only words, followed by no
action.

The anti dokhmenashini segment of
our community wants us 1o believe that
this time-honored system of disposal of
dead bodies has failed us in these so-
called modern times. The factis thatitis
not the system that has failed us, itis we
who have failed the system due to total
neglect on the part of our trustees who
are the custodians of these consecrated
dokhmas and shameless apathy on the
part of our community as a whole (in-
cluding myself).

The greatest disservice if ever done
o the Zoroastrian community in this
respect is by those who negated the
possible use of our Andheri dokhma by
turning it into a construction project,
building a housing colony for so-called
poor Parsis. A vast majority of our com-
munity lives between Bandra and
Borivli. The Andheri dokhma was of
prime importance to serve this major
part of our community and could have
released the pressure on the only re-
maining alternative, the Doongerwadi
in South Bombay. But then, it is alleged
that to construct housing colonies for
so-called poor Parsis on Doongerwadi
lands is more profitable than to preserve
consecrated dokhmas for the use of the
dead.

There is no alternative or substitute
for dokhmenashini. It is the birthright of
every Parsi/lrani Zoroastrian, bom of

- both Zoroastrian father and mother, o

this system as it is an integral part of the
Zoroastrian religion, its precepts and te-
nets. Those who wish to have a clearer
understanding of dokhmenashini must
read the booklet Dokhmenashini and its
sustainability by Noshir H. Dadrawala,
While alternatives like herbal pow-
der and microbial culture, solar panels
and aviary are under consideration, with
continuwed on page 212
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Eventsand
Personalities

In the Sangat spectrum
“We want to raise the profile of western
classical music in India. With the influ-
ence of pop and rock, western classical
music is getting marginalized,” observes
Mehroo Jecjeebhoy, trustee of the Mchli
Mehta Music Foundation (MMMF) and
chairperson of The Time and Talenis
Club Music and Arts Committee which
have been jointly promoting Sangat, the
annual festival of western classical mu-
sic since 1996,

The Millennium Sangat in Decem-
ber 2000 offered a special bonanza with
29 overseas musicians, including world
renowned violinist Gil Shaham, partici-
pating in the festival which included
five concerts instead of the usual three,
points out Jeejeebhoy, For Bombay's
music aficionados, there were three con-

From left (Top row):
Jeejeebhoy, Pavri and
Kanga (Middle row):
Contractor, Posnock
and Kanga explaining
the harp to students
(Last row): Mehli
Melta conducting the
American Yourh
Symphony Orchestra
and participans ai the
Millennium Sanger
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certs at the Tata Theatre and two at the
Experimental Theatre from December
19-23, 2000; the performance in Poona
was on December 27. There were two
additional performances specially slated
for the students of select schools from
South Bombay, keeping in mind their
limited attention span, which were very
well received, mentions Jeejecbhoy. The
post interval session on December 23
was devoted to Mozart's Svimphony in G

Minor Ne 40 by the Sangat Festival
Orchestra which accorded an opportu-
nity for the local artistes to interact with
overseas professionals, requiring re-
hearsals for nearly two weeks prior o
the program, explains Jeejeebhoy.
This world-class music played free
by professionals with Indian roots owes
its inception to Jegjeebhoy and violin-
ists Harvey and Ralph De Souza, who
felt that Indian musicians in Europe,
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grown in stature professionally, could
combine their personal visits 1o their
families with public pleasure by render-
ing concerts. The artistes now extend
beyond the Bombay-rooted folk, who
form the core, to their talented European
friends and colleagues, notes a write-up
by Gerson da Cunha in the Millennium
Sangat brochure.

The 29 professionals from abroad at
the Millennium Sangat included four
Parsis: Ruth Contractor, Skaila Kanga,
Fali Pavri and Dilshad Posnock. The
souvenir carries a profile of each of the
visiting musicians: While still a student,
Contractor was principal oboe of the
World Youth Orchestra and the
Schleswig Holstein Orchestra. She has
worked professionally in Germany and
Great Britain as a soloist and chamber
musician and is now a freelance musi-
cian in London having played, recorded,
broadcast and toured with some of the
leading orchestras in Europe including
the Chamber Orchestra of Europe, the
Philharmonia and several BBC Orches-

tras.

Kanga's interest in the harp began al
the age of 17 and she started her career
with the BBC Concert Orchestra and
soon went on to freelance with many

7 %

regional and all the major London or-
chestras. Her solo career has included
many performances of concertos and
broadeasts in the sphere of records, films
and television. At the Royal Academy
of Music she has been senior professor
of harp since 1988 and was recently
elected to the board of governors. Also
active in the pop world, she has ap-
peared at the Melidown and London
Jazz Festivals.

Pianist Pavri who started his musical
studies in Bombay proceeded to the
Moscow Conservaloire on a seven-year
government scholarship followed by a
two-year posigraduate course at the
Royal Academy of Music. After work-
ing as a resident artiste at the Banff
Centre for the Arts in Canada in 1989,
making his debut in London in 1990, he
has been giving performances as a solo-
ist in Russia, Canada, Norway, Estonia,
Hongkong and England.

Posnock (née Billimoria) took up the
flute at the age of 11 under the guidance
of Ernavaz Bharucha. She completed
her undergraduate studies with honors
at the Royal College of Music, London
and obtained a masters from Camegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh. She
was principal flute of the Bombay Cham-
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ber Orchestra, of all three Royal College
of Music orchestras, the Carnegie Mellon
Philharmonic and other orchestras in
the Pittsburgh area. Presently an active
freelance musician in Pitisburgh, she
has joined the flute faculty of Carnegie
Mellon University.

Launched in December 1996 at the
time of the first Sangat, the MMMF was
established to nurture Bombay's young
talent in western classical music and o
encourage aspiring musicians to pursue
careers in this field, notes an introduc-
tion to the Foundation. It honors Mehli
Mehta who, for more than 30 years,
created and fostered an awareness of
western classical music in Bombay. The
Millennium Sangat brochure carries on
its first page a photo of Mehta conduct-
ing the last concert of his musical career
with the American Youth Symphony
Orchestra which Jeejeebhoy informs us
was in 2000. He had been their sole
conductor for 33 seasons. Now 92 years
old, his mental faculties are still as sharp
as ever, but he has not retumed to India
inthe last 30 years, mentions Jeejeebhoy.
The initial corpus for the MMMF comes
from funds generated from concerts in
1994 by the Israel Philharmonic Or-
chestra under the baton of Mehta’s son
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Zubin, states the brochure. In additionto
Jeejeebhoy, Dr Rashmi Poddar, Zareen
Bilimoria, Shyam Benegal, Igbal Chagla
and Mehli Mistri serve as the Foun-
dation's trustees, Nani Palkhivalais their
chairman, Zubin and Zarin Mchta are on
the advisory council and Gool Mistn
officiates as secretary.

The Time and Talents Club, which
was founded in 1934 by a group of
philanthropic women, presently has 200
members voluntarily helping the Club
achieve its objectives of serving the un-
derprivileged in the spheres of health,
education and social welfare. Through
its music and arts commitiee they have
contributed substantially to the cultural
life of Bombay by presenting a rich
spectrumoftalent from Indiaand abroad,
states the brochure. The Sangat Music
Festivals have created a new benchmark
in the city’s cultural scene, they happily
announce.

A sound start

“Both the initiated and the uninitiated
turned up for what was billed as the
Penaz Masani Nite — an evening of
soulful ghazals organized by the World
Zoroastrian Organisation (WZO), In-
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dia, and its Youth
Wing™ on October 7.
2000, notes a write-up
by the Youth Wing
president Sarosh Bana.
The proceeds from the
memorable concert, Rs
2.6 lakhs, have been
earmarked towards the
WZ0 scheme for fi-
nancial assistance o
Parsi youngsters desir-
ing a career and ad-
vanced training in e-
commerce and infor-
mation technology,
adds Bana. The credit for organizing
this program should goto WZO (India)’s
resourceful joint secretary Dara Marfatia,
ably assisted by Soonco Andhyarujina,
mentions the write-up.

“Those Zoroastrians who only ashort
time ago were struggling to make ends
meet (are) now confidently progressing
on the road towards prosperity,” re-
marked WZO (India) president Dadi
Engineer during his address, attributing
this improvement to the WZO policy of
not encouraging community members
to become dependent on doles but in-
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stead providing them
support to help them
get back on their feet.
While the welfare ac-
tivities in India ini-
tially centered around
rural South Gujarat,
after establishing the
WZ0O Trust in 1991,
followed by the WZO
Trust for Women and
Children, and the
WZ0 Trust Funds,
they have embraced
the whole of India. ex-
tending substantial
support in diverse areas of human needs
covering entreprencurship, rural hous-
ing, farming and animal husbandry,
upgradation of skills, education, medi-
cal support, etc, observed Engineer, And
although the London headquartered
WZO reaffirms its dedication towards
the Zoroastrian cause, there are those
within the community who revel incriti-
cizing it, he regretied.

Masani, who gave this concertiotally
free of cost to help WZO promote its
project, has reportedly 29 music albums
to her credit since she embarked on her
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Students of Dadar’s Athornan
Boarding Madressa recite prayers
with (from left) Lalkaka, Dinshaw,
Vifloo Subedar, Guzder, Farokh
Subedar and Dastur looking on

musical career in 1981, While her forte
is Urdu, she sings in 10 other languages
as well and is known to have sung for
over 30 Hindi films, writes Bana.

From the funds generated WZO is
assisting three students doing courses
with APTECH, and 18 with Vahista
Computer Solutions, a venture started
by Burzin Nanavati and Behram Aspi.
Donations from well-wishers/trusis
could help other students on the waiting
list, states Bana.

Competent participation
Encourage your children 1o pray every
morning and evening, urged chief guest
Jamshed Guzder, chairman of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet, when address-
ing the parents of the children who had
participated in different events orga-
nized by the Iran League. Nearly 350
participants of different age-groups com-
petedinthe rangoli, drawing, essay writ-
ing, elocution, Shah Nameh recitation,
religious quiz, Parsi songs/monajats,
western and Indian vocal and instru-
mental music at the Bai M. N. Gamadia
Girls” High School, notes a press re-
lease,

Thirty trophies, cash prizes, honor
certificates and religious books were
distributed by Guzder and Villoo
Subedar at the annual prize distribution
function at Cama Baug on November
18, 2000, the press release gives the
details. A new trophy introduced this
year was foressay writing, donated from
the estate of Goolmohore Pleader by her
exccutors and trustees, Centbank Finan-
cial and Custodial Services Limited.
Seven medals showing the portrait of
Firdausi Toosi were donated by
Cowasjee Dinshaw, vice president of
Iran League, and the religious books
were donated by Rustom J. Vakil and
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Ervad Khushru Panthaky. As Silloo
Shapoorjee announced the names of the
prize winners, Rati Peer distributed 246
consolation prizes.

In his informative speech, guest of
honor Farokh Subedar, vice president,
finance, Tata Sons Limited, stressed on
the Parsi qualities of philanthropy and
honesty. Honorary treasurer Ervad Vispi
Dastur summarized the activities of the
League and vice president Cyrus Lalkaka
proposed a vote of thanks, A contribu-
tory dinner served by Minoo Bharucha
was preceded by the singing of Chfiaiyé
hamé Zarathushii and the national an-
them.

Environmental education
“If teachers can influence students to
love their environment, we will have a
better world tomorrow. While it is diffi-
cult 1o alter the priorities of adults, edu-
cating our younger citizens is a sure way
to ensure a return to ecological sanity,”
Dr Dilafruz Williams, professor of edu-
cation at Portland State University, USA,
impressed upon the nearly 200 teachers
from 40 schools in and around Bombay,
J0non-governmental organizations and
eager environmentalists who had par-
ticipated in a workshop conducted by
her in mid-December 2000, it was re-
ported in the city's leading dailies. Her
workshop on “Renewing cities through
environmental education™ was organized
by Sanctuary and INTACH,

Being co-founder of the Environ-
mental Middle School, one of the very
few special focus schools in the States,
Williams also shared her experiences of

-running this institution with its “holistic,

integrated hands-on curriculum,” It is
essential that parents take their children
to the wilderness for an overnight stay at
least once a year, believes Williams. “It
helps kids to stay connected to nature
and creates a sense of awe and rever-
ence for the outdoors. The phrase ‘they
ought to do something’ will then some-
day change to ‘we ought to do some-

thing,”” her statement was quoted in The
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Times of India of De-
cember 17, 2000.
Co-author of Eco-
logical Education in
Action: On Weaving
Education, Culture and
Environment, Williams
has been the president
and program chair of
ecological education of
the US National Edu-
cation Association and
continues 1o be in-
volved in several pro-

tion and guidance in re-
vitalizing neighborhoods in Portland,
looked upon as a model city for manag-
ing growth. Her 16-year-old son James’
strong views on this subject were also
quotedin The Times, “Sensitizing people
should be easier here than in the West
where environmental problems are
hidden...Out here, you can't breathe,
you see smog, it's ovent. Once children
start questioning what is happening, they
will start influencing their parents to
change theirenvironmentally unfriendly
habits.”

Bombay born Dilafruz Moradian,
who had studied at the J. J. School and

Dilafruz (rigin) with James
Williams: advocating a
Jjects providing direc- healthier world

w ; taught at the 1. B. Petit

High School for Girls,
-J did her postgraduation
from Harvard and her
doctorate from Syra-
cuse University. She
was disturbed to know
that environmental
education in India was
being treated as one
more subject where
children were memo-
rizing facts, notes a
write-up from Dahanu
based social activisi
Katy Rustom.

A walk around the Doongerwadi pre-
cincts made Williams remark, “The
grounds in and around the Doongerwadi
should be considered sacred and musi
be treated with immense care.” Dis-
tressed to see trash strewn among the
vegetation, sheadvocated a plan whereby
school children and neighborhood
groups get together in partnership and
organize a clean-up day, with a regular
survey of the area every few weeks to
ensure that the area remains free of trash.
“What is left of the greenery and vegeta-
tion must be preserved and given imme-
diate attention for revival of wildlife,”
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sheadvocated. "Letthe Zoroastrian com-
munity take the lead o create in Bombay
a green space with rich vegetation that
will become the model for other cities.”
Those interested in joining hands on this
projectcancontact Rustomat Ness Baug,
Af8, Mana Chowk, Bombay 400007,
Tel: 3888962, e-mail: katy @bomd.

vsnl.net.in

The holy dip

The night emperature at Allahabad
dipped to 5°C but with the first blush of
dawn in the eastern sky, Nagpur's
Maushad Bhagwagar and his friends
joined the surge of humanity attending
the Maha Kumbh in January 2001 at the
confluence of the Ganga, the Yamuna
and the mythical Saraswali to take a dip
in the holy waters. Did he feel cleansed
and rejuvenated? “Yes I did. Take a
plunge in any body of ice cold water,
early in the morning and you will feel
the same,” declared Bhagwagar. On a
more serious note he mentioned that the
waler was surprisingly clean and clear
even after thousands of people had
bathed and washed in it. "It must have
some special property 1o remain so wel-
coming,” he believes. The waters of the
Yamuna which are a dark blue-black

lose their color
afier joining the
white and frothy
Ganga.

People of all
casles, color and
stalus were
among the 70
million people
estimated to have
gathered there
thoughit was pre-
dominantly a
gathering of ru-
ral India. “[t was amusing to sce groups
from the same village, walking with
their hands tied to cach other so as not 1o
zetlost,” remarked Bhagwagar. Far from
being scary or intimidating there was a
carnival atmosphere of gaiety. The city
folks used o their comforts were housed
in tents at the Kumbh Village, with a
double bed, an attached European style
toilet with running hot and cold water, a
central dining hall and a business center
where even e-mail contact was possible.
*The cleanliness and the organization
had to be seen 1o be believed,” reported
Bhagwagar. “Daily fogging kept the area
insect and mosquito free. At night the
illumination was so good, you could
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Bhagwagar (left) ar the Maha Kumnbh
Photo: Ashok Hatare

find a needle if you dropped it.”

Every day, 108 fires were lit for a
mahayagna and around each fire groups
of holy menrecited Vedic mantras. There
are types and types of sadhus, noticed
Bhagwagar. The naga sadhus with
pierced bodies who move around na-
ked, yogis sitting all day in the same
posture, the blond, blue-eyed Swiss baba,
the Utha haath baba who has held up his
hand in blessing for the past 27 years
and a midget baba... "By and large they
are apowerful spiritual force. They claim
to have renounced all desires and mate-

= e’ ¥

Look forwavrd to style from

(ﬂi& ( 7 /N

the past...

Choose from arich
and rare array of garas,
antique Chinese coats,
Parsi sari borders,
silk Swiss embroidered
borders in pure silver
and gold and eejars
in pristine condition.
These are sourced
from old Parsi homes
and families.

g o
Roshan Daver

Malabar Mansion, 37 Garden Road, Colaba, Mumbai 400039
Tel: 2833078 or 2873373. E-mail:yezdi@bom3.vsnl.net.com

21 Parsiang March 2007



rial things. They own nothing and they
fearnothing. Therein lies theirstrength,”
observed Bhagwagar.

Some well-meaning people were sur-
prised to hear of a good Parsi going 1o
the Kumbh and even saw it as a betrayal
of faith. *Visiting the Kumbh does not
make vou less of a Parsi. But certainly |
have come back more appreciative of
Hindu philosophy,” he points out. A
couple of months ago, he was in Jerusa-
lem and visited the church of the Holy
Sepulchre, the Western Wall and the
Dome of the Rock, but “I did not come
back a Christian or a Moslem,” he con-
tinues. Considering that the next Maha
Kumbh with the same planetary con-
figurations will come only after 144
years, Bhagwagar sud, "My great-
grandson may go there, if only to retrace
the footsteps of his revered ancestor!”

Dilnavaz E. Bhagwagar

More murders

Within a fortnight of the murder of Dr
Mani Jamshed Tata who was stabbed at
her residence at Dadar on December &,
2000, came the news of the triple mur-
der of the elderly Avaris at their flat at
Wadia House on Bombay's Hughes
Road on December 22, 2000. Ninety-

three-year-old Banubai Avari, her son
Rusi, 71, and daughter-in-law Roshan,
73 were found lying in pools of blood
the next morning. Their maid Nanda
Kamble, who had been employed fol-
lowing Dolly’s discharge from the B. D.
Petit Parsee General Hospital a few days
earlier, was the first to notice something
amiss when she came to work, accord-
ing toareport in the Mid-Day of Decem-
ber 23, 2000. She promptly went to
report to the police that the house had
been ransacked by which time Rusi’s
brother Baji who lives at Fort, using a
spare set of keys entered the house.
“Property dispute could not be the
motive because the flat in which the trio
were residing belonged to the (Bombay)
Parsi Punchayet. After their death, the
property was to be surrendered to the
Punchayet,” deputy commissioner of
police, Jai Jeet Singh was quoted in the
Mid-Day. He also noted that the culprits
must have been known 1o the Avari
Family as the door was left open for them
and although the flat was ransacked,
“not much of the valuables are missing.”
“Can you imagine this is crime pre-
vention week and today in the moming
my grandaunt, her son and her daughter-
in-law were found murdered...” wrote

Behrooz Avari in his e-mail message
beseeching, I would be obliged if each
one of you could please pray for their
souls, Even a small prayer will do, but
do pray.”

Feeling more vulnerable than ever,
more than 30 senior Parsi citizens from
Colaba, Tardeo, Dadar and Andheri met
the joint commissionerof police (crime)
D. Sivanandhan at a meeting convened
by Shiv Sena leader Pramod Navalkar at
the Nana-Nani Park at Chowpaitty on
December 27, 2000, Offering to arrange
meelings between the police and the
residents of the Parsi housing colonies
in Bombay, Sivanandhan was quoted in
The Times of India of December 28,
“The senior inspector of the area will
take fingerprints of domestic workers,
maintain a list of their names and ad-
dresses, check the building security and
advise residents on security gadgets...”
Realizing that it is virtually impossible
for the police to provide securily 10
every Parsi home, a volunteer corps of
Parsi guards from different Parsi hous-
ing colonies in Bombay was deemed
imperative to provide support and secu-
rity to senior citizens. But as advocate
Dara Marfatia pointed out, more than 50
percent of the Bombay Parsis who do
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not live in Parsi colonies are also prone
to attacks from domestic workers and
burglars. Former sheriff Nana
Chudasama advised that every housing
society should prepare a list of residents
over 60 years of age and ensure their
safety.

Within three weeks of this develop-
ment came the news in the Mid-Day of
January 16, 2001 that a 69-year-old lady
was accosted by a chain snatcher when
climbing up the flight of steps to her
residence at the Dadar Parsi Colony.
Summoning help, she contacted the
mobile phone number given 1o her a
year ago at a meeting of senior citizens
and the police. She happened to reach
the additional commissioner (central
region) Javed Ahmed who in turn con-
tacted the Matunga police station where
a meeting of senior citizens and a group
called the Eagle Brigade consisting of
100 volunteers in the Dadar-Matunga
area wits in progress. Within 15 minutes
the police and the volunteers had reached
her residence, according to the news
report. Noted Ahmed, * | suggest that
citizens, especially seniors, put up a
deterrent like an access system to moni-
tor people coming in and out of build-
ings. They can also contact non-govern-
mental organizations who could send

(£) 2001 King Featarcs Syndicase, Inc
T™ Hearst Hokdenga, Inc

volunteers. This multi-pronged approach
can discourage criminals who could be
keeping a watch out for the vulnerable.”
Such faith and optimism though did
not last long for within the next 20 days
came the news of 80-year-old Jerco
Dalal's murder at her residence at Cha-
teau Marine on Marine Drive. She was
found strangulated 1o death on February
5. 2001 in her spacious three-bedroom
apartment (where she preferred to stay
alone rather than with her son Cyrus at
Bandra). Dalal was last seen by her
neighbors and the watchman at around
11 p.m. on February 3, when she came
back from the Cricket Club of India
(CCI) where she is a life member, men-
tioned a write-up in the Afternoon Des-
patch and Cowrier of February 6. Her
murder was particularly disturbing as
she was supposed to have been in regu-
lar contact with the Azad Maidan police
station and “constantly in touch with our
officers at the beat as well as the police
station. We have with us every possible
record which will be of great help in
solving the case,” deputy commissioner
of pnlnu.. Zone 1, Ashok Kamite told the
Afternoon. Known to have a massive
twrnover of maids, Dalal’s last domes-
tic, Nilima Mandal, had been dismissed
from service just a week prior to the

murder. Whilst originally Mandal was
the prime suspect, the police later gave
her aclean chit but had vet 1o nab the real
culprit.

SPOTLIGHT

The Hall of Freedom at the ‘Ice Palace’
in Jung Frau, at an altitude of 12,000-
13,000 feet in Switzerland, has a plaque
at its entrance listing the names of sev-
eral eminent people who fought for free-
dom, notes a write-up in the Afternoon
Desparch and Courier. Besides Win-
ston Churchill, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sarojini Naidu, Eleanor Roosevelt and
others, listed at the end was the name of
Minoo Masani, a fearless crusader of
India’s economic liberalization.

Compiled by Parinaz M, Gandhi
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TWZC

COVER STORY

High noon at Houston

With work, vision and North American aplomb,
the Seventh World Zoroastrian Congress sets a dizzy new

As the glamor and razzmatazz of the
Seventh World Zoroastrian Congress
(TWZC) recedes, its spirit of modera-
tion, endorsement of basic Zoroastrian
values and an overriding respect for
human rights and dignity emerge as the
bedrock of the “virtual Zoroastrian na-
tion™ as Congress executive board (EB)
co-chair Dr Dolly Dastoor calls the glo-
bally dispersed community. Events im-
mediately preceding the Congress were
endorsed by most speakers at the Con-
gress itselfas the hitherto silent majority
of moderates demanded courteous civil
debate where all shades of argument and
interpretation of the Zoroastrian faith
had a right to be heard. In no uncertain
terms they expressed their displeasure
with cacophony from both ends of the
spectrum,

Unlike the pinpointed direction to
create a world body of Zoroastrians with-
out further delay thatemanated from the
G6WZC at Tehran, the 7WZC made no
resolutions. The North American orga-
nizers had hoped the negotiations of the
past four years would yield tangible
result and the congregation at Houston
would witness the birth of an effective
world body. Differences of perception
however deferred this event. But the
Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce ac-
quired its first operating team of direc-
tors and anetwork of Zarathushti women
was established,

The Sixth Congress’ other direction
— the creation of more educational
material on the religion and its history
— has been vigorously implemented
especially in the western world by the
youth, for the youth. A further seven
publications were launched as a special
feature of the Congress. The souvenir
issue of the FEZANA (Federation of
Zoroastrian Associations of Morth
America) Journal recapitulated the past,
focussing on events that changed the
community's perception of itself. And
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benchmark for future events

Arnavaz S. Mama

The Z Factor, Life's Driving Lessons by
Shahriar Shahriari, a FEZANA publica-
tion, was distributed free with the Con-
gress kit. A Book Fair, sponsored by the
ZTFE (Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Eu-
rope), showcased over 400 publications
about Zoroastrians or by Zoroastrian
authors. Also on sale was a video docu-
mentation of 35 young North American
Zarathushtis® travel through Iran — In
the Foatsteps of our Forefathers by
Tenaz Dubash — whose viewing drew
record crowds.

Two days of sports and games pref-
aced the Congress whose two glittering
social highlights were the distributionof
the World Zarathushti Awards and the
induction of 20 Zoroastrian women, past
and present, into the Hall of Fame. A
time capsule was ceremonially planted
at the Houston Zarathushti Heritage and
Culwral Center to commemorate the
millennial gathering and the Unity Quilt,
designed and crafted by Khurshid
Bamboat of London 10 symbolize the
coming together of Zoroastrians from
all parts of the world, jubilantly un-
furled. For the first time, 27 western
music instrumentalists from Australia,
Canada, India and the US played to-
gether as the World Zoroastrian Orches-
tra under conductors Farobag Cooper
and Adil Mehta with piano soloist Sorab
Wadia and soprano Dilshad Khambatia.
That they got together for the first time
only a couple of days before the concert
added to the thrill. Additional orchestra
members comprised professional musi-
cians from the Houston Symphony and
Houston Grand Opera.

Quistanding young Zoroastrians from
Australia, India, Iran and Pakistan were
jointly sponsored by the North Ameri-
can and Hongkong communities under
the Zarathushti Field Student Project
conceived and coordinated by Houston’s
Aban and Purvez Rustomji. The 21,
selected by an international panel of

judges, attended the Congress free of
cost and lived with Zoroastrian families
in Houston. The top two winners of the
Global Scholastic Competition coordi-
nated by Zoroastrian Society of Ontario’s
(Z50) Dr Jehan Bagli — Zubin Hira-
maneck of Sydney and Pashna Munshi
of Bombay — earned high praise and
US$5,000 and US$3,000 respectively
for their essays on “A blueprint for a
viable Zarathushti community of the
future.” The cash awards were donated
by the Zorcastrian Charity Funds of
Hongkong, Canten and Macao,

On display were 27 rare coins of
Sassanian vintage with commentary by
Dr Sam Kerr of Sydney as also a photo
exhibition and film show by Feraydoon
Demehri of Vancouver,

With the exception of a keynote ad-
dress and a plenary session for the first
two hours each day (December 28, 2000-
January 1, 2001), a plethora of events in
the many big and small public rooms of
Houston's J. W. Marriott Hotel — as
many as six to eight different talks/
screenings held simultancously — kept
the over 2,200 registrants absorbed in
the community’s history and culture.
The tight programing however left no
leeway for overruns which affected the
post-lunch sessions on the 29th and the
30th when the women's lunch and the
awards luncheon tock substantially
longer than the one-and-a-half hours
allocated to them. With the same spaces
ysed for sessions and banquets, the pre-
lunch sessions were also abbreviated to
enable the Hotel staff to lay the tables for
the meals.

The published program sustained
substantial revision as several panelists
including session chairs and speakers
like Dr Pallan Ichaporia did not appear.
Indian notables among them were Dastur
{Dr) Firoze Kotwal, Ervad Parvez Bajan,
Pheroza Godrej and Cyrus Merchant.
Dr Mehroo Bengalee, Dr Shernaz Cama
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Left ro Right ( Ist row): Dastoor,
Davier, Marker, Mehr and Kerr

(2nd row): Serthna and Pervin Sagar,
Ardeshir, Anoushiravani, Khojeste
and Farrokh Mistree

(3rd row) Bagli, Zarine Karani-Aarogz,
Hathiram, Dinaz Mistry. Dinshaw
and Contractor

and Dr Jimmy Sidhva sent papers read
out by others.

The company that manufactured the
Marriott's elevators lost out on a major
advertising copy: crammed to bursting
like the Bombay suburban trains (one
stood on tiptoe, bag held overhead) they
coped with the Zoroastrian onslaught
from basement to the 23rd level! The
stray non-Zoroastrian guests seemed
totally bemused by the mod and elegant
English speakers milling around them
who suddenly lapsed into Gujarati or
Farsi. The catering depariment coped
manfully, the cheerful waiters gingerly
serving through a welter of legs and
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bags as the audience concentrated on the
events on stage. The Hotel’s accounts
department, however, seemed less savvy
with some confusion about remittances
received. Mercifully, by check-out ime
these had been sorted out!

The inaugural

Pichori-clad mobeds Ervad Rustamanian
of Iran, Ervad Aspandiar Dadachanji of
India and 12-year-old Ervad Mehemosh
Bhadha of Karachi lit the divo signify-
ing the inauguration of the Congress
after the nine-member International
Gatha Group had sung Yasna 30.2
wherein Prophet Zarathushira urges his
listeners to ponder on His message and
individually decide whether or not to
follow Him. Through the preceding
months, during the Congress and as the
topic of the FEZANA special evenl (sce
“Hearken with your ears...” p 112) re-
sounded this Gathic verse. Master of
ceremonies Kaemerz Dotiwala of the
Zoroastrian Association of Houston

(ZAH) read the message from US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton welcoming Zoroasiri-
ans lo America, a “beacon of religious
freedom,” to strategise on the challenges
of the 21st century. The spirited singing
of the US and Canadian national an-
thems by Sonia Behrana and the duo
Bella Tata and Vista Pourbahrami re-
spectively was followed by an audiovi-
sual on the Mazdayasnan faith which
pitted Ahura Mazda against Ahriman,
as il recounted Zarathushti mythology
through the Peshdadians and the
Kayanians and through recorded his-
tory. Guest of honor Gordon Quan, city
of Houston's council member at large,
looked “with pride at the Zoroastnan
community of Houston™ and reiterated
the Mayor's message proclaiming De-
cember 28, 2000 “The Zarathushti Od-
yssey Day.”

The singing of Chhaiyvé Hamé
Zarathushii by the choir group of Chi-
cago had been programmed. While most
Parsis stood around ignorant of the lyr-
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ics, most [ranians spontaneously joined
in singing a Persian song which they
considered the national anthem of Zoro-
astrian Iran (see “Iranian Zoranthem,” p
T4},

Dastoor, in her welcome speech,
enunciated the aims of the Congress
organizers:

“This Congress was built on a dream
of recognizing, learning and celebrating
our Zarathushti heritage through the
millennia so that we could confidently
go forth and continue our odyssey in the
next millennium... of uniting the world
community, of sensitizing Zarathushtis
scattered across countries, to our culture
and heritage, of bringing the young and
the not so young together...

“And to a great extent our dream has
been realized. We have with us today
Zarathushtis from Australia, New Zea-
land, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, India, Pakistan, Sweden, France,
Iran, England and finally Zarathushtis
fromevery partof Canadaand the United
States, all participating in the Congress.
Our various projects are all truly global
both in character and content. We have
involved the world in bringing the world
together.”

She urged the gathering to reflect on
“What legacies should we leave behind

and what legacies we need to take with
us to the 21st century... Will we be able
to mobilize ourselves into action to bring
about real unity based on mutual respect
and tolerance for our diversity of views?
Will we be able to develop the art of
dialog and civic debate to frame and
further the issues of tomorrow instead of
slinging mud at those who disagree with
us? Will we take with us a vision of a
civic Zarathushti society united around

“We have involved
the world in bringing
the world together”

our heritage and doctrine? Will we make
enduring institutions out of a commu-
nity of equals?”

Describing the 21st century as “a
world very different from the world of
our grandparents let alone the world of
the Sassanians,” Dastoor noted, *“We are
now all part of the ‘rights revolution in
a rich mosaic of cultures.” The rights
revolution is the story of how previously
excluded groups have obtained the right
of equality, in basic fundamental human
rights, women'srights, children’s rights,
language rights, minority rights. Will
the rights revolution apply to religion?

With respect to doctrine and practice,
how does one distinguish between the
rights of an individual Zarathusht and
the right of the Zarathushti community
and its greater good? The rights revolu-
tion is a story of ‘inclusion” of the vast
panorama of cultures and languages of
the people of the original Iranian lands.™

“Inclusion” and “exclusion” had be-
come the buzz words of the TWZC as
liberals successfully fought traditional-
ists to reinstate the original credo of the
TWZCorganisers—toincludeall shades
of the Zoroastrian spectrum at the Con-
gress — which had been sidetracked by
the vociferous orthodox lobby. Wary of
the rationalist approach of the Califor-
nia based Zarathushirian Assembly and
its architect, scholar Ali Jafarey, the
traditionalists advocate an “exclusive”
policy.

“We will be raising questions to which
there may not be any immediate an-
swers, but at least we will have had the
courage to talk about them at a public
forum,” continued Dastoor. “Even
though it is the past that has brought us
together today, it is our commitment to
the future and to the challenges facing us
in the next 25 years that will animate our
discussions.”

Thanking Iran and Inglia for validat-
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ing Zoroastrian existence in North
America and “for the trust they have
shown in our ability and at our efforts to
preserve the religion of Zarathushira in
our own unique way,” she summoned
the gathering to “work together, in the
spirit of give and take to build a strategic
plan for the future of the community, a
strategic plan to form a virtual Zara-
thushti nation.”

EB co-chair Homi Davier was intro-
duced as the man who “inspired and
glued Team Congress.” 1 knew | was
good, but not that good,” he quipped, as
he congratulated the worldwide team of
volunteers working long hours to orga-
nize and consolidate the many events
presented under the Congress umbrella,
“What lies in store for our future?” he
asked. Amid “all the uncertainties™ he
identified “the richest asset of our com-
munity: our enormous diversity.”

“Whatever your name, | as an indi-
vidual welcome you with open arms,”
FEZANA president Framroze Patel told
the assembled delegates. He extolled
the “extraordinary effort” of ZAH in
preparing for the Congress and of
FEZANA architect and founder presi-
dent Rohinten Rivemna and his wife
Roshan in their long service to the North
American community. He also recorded
his “deep appreciation of members of
the earlier program committee,” a refer-
ence tothe initial committee comprising
Khorshed Jungalwala, Yezdi Rustomji,
Kaemerz Dotiwalla, Jehan Bagli, Adi
Davar and Maneck Bhujwala. Fearing
friction between two of the members,
the EB had summarily dismissed the
program committee and replaced it with
a system of “tracks” based on certain
themes e.g. Zarathushtra's vision, reli-
gious and educational, social and his-
torical, youth, ete, each with its own
chairperson. The change had led to un-
happiness among North American intel-
lectuals, particularly the liberals,

“Remember we are human beings
first, Zarathushtis second,” cautioned
ZAH president Farrokh Firozgary and
went on to reminisce how every hour of
the Congress represents hours and days
spent in preparation at the Center and at
peoples” homes.

Zoroastrian member of the Iranian
parliament Dr Khosrow Dabestani
brought the message of Iranian presi-
dent Mohhamad Khatami who referred
to Zoroastrianism as the “essence of
divine religious monotheism and uplift
of man.” Considering Iran the “cradle of
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Zarathushira's religion (which has af-
fected) other divine religions,” Khatami
spoke of the “divine, immortal heritage”
of the minuscule community. Messages
from the Governor-General of Canada
and President of India had been pub-
lished in the program souvenir of the
Congress. Lack of simultaneous trans-
lation facilities and that only 85 from
over 300 Iranian Zoroastrians wanting
to attend the Congress got US visas was

“Remember we are
human beings first,
Zarathushtis second”

a source of complaint. “In future hold
Congresses only where Iranian Zoroas-
trians are not discriminated against,”
urged an angry 6WZC president Dr
Mahyar Ardeshiri.

Senior trustee Minoo Shrofl repre-
sented the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
{BPP) in the absence of chairman
Jamshed Guzder whom ill health pre-
cluded from attending. Shroff spoke
about the BPP's activities, “an old ven-
erable institution coeval with the East
India Company... old but vibrant, a fittle
slow but surefooted.”

“The TWZC is the same size as the
community in Karachi but we are united,
having the force of thousands,” pro-
claimed Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal
president Toxy Cowasjee who had been
involved in the various activities of the
Congress and had coordinated the
Daughters of Mashyani event.

BPP senior executive Sheroo Master
spoke of the time capsule buried in
Sanjan on November 20, 2000 and the
14 youths sponsored by the BPP 1o at-
tend the Congress.

Congress liaison and secretary of the
Fourth and Fifth Congresses, Homai
Modi expressed her “deep appreciation
for all the silent organizers who have
brought this Congress to Fruition” and
conveyed Guezder's suggestion that the

SWZC be held in [ndia. Counterclaims |

to hold the Congress in Tehran and
London respectively were lodged by
Dabestani and ZTFE president Dorab
Mistry.

Ken Williams, author of The Magi:
From Zarathushira to the Three Wise
Men said he had “met Zarathushtra in
the college library” adding, “Hechanged
my life!” Referring to the Houston
Zarathushti Heritage and Culwural Cen-

ter as “the latest shining star in Hous-
ton,” he described Zarathushti represen-
tatives on their Forum for International
Understanding as a “visible force for
good.”

Member associations of FEZANA
and representatives from Australia, New
Zealand, France, Hongkong and
Singapore greeted the Congress del-
egales. As president of the North Ameri-
can Mobed Council Ervad Jal Birdy
suggested the community’s “60-70 or-
dained mobeds... evolve spiritually
themselves,” He then wore his other hat
as vice president of Traditional
Mazdayasni Zoroastrian Anjuman
(TMZA), describing it as a “solitary
voice in an otherwise liberal environ-
ment.”

The mark of a man

Providing the keynote address on the
first working day of the Congress, United
Mations (UN) undersecretary general
Jamsheed Marker (“tough, shrewd and
cultivated,” as Dastoor introduced him)
commended the members of the EB —
Dastoor, Davier, Ardeshir Anoshiravani,
Sarosh Manekshaw, Framroze Patel,
Yasmin Pavri, Jamshed Mistry, Sarosh
Collector and the Congress and
FEZANA secretary Arnavaz Sethnaand
all those, particularly Aban and Purvez
Rustomji, who “made it possible for the
less affluent to be here.”

Disclaiming scholarship or theologi-
cal knowledge, Marker noted that he
was addressing the gathering because
he had had the “good fortune™ to jour-
ney throughout the world and deal with
allmanner of people, encountering moral
issues as well as problems of statecraft.
Experience had taught him to “value my
faith” and the community’s shared at-
tributes of honesty, hard work and inde-
pendence. Referring to moments of cri-
sis and difficulty, Marker said, “"Noth-
ing sustained me more than Zarathush-
tra’s message in Yasna 30.9. 1 silently
carried this prayer to palaces, the UN
office and the jungles of Timor,” em-
phasizing that it was “silent prayer — |
did not pull out my sudreh and kusti!”

“Y our presence is atestimony™ to the
success of the second diaspora, he said,
encouraging the drive toward participa-
tion in the new global environment.
“Some changes in lifestyles are neces-
sary” 1o altain the opportunities that
beckon, he argued, even as he urged
Zarathushtis to hold fast to beliefs and
values which are eternal. “With a faith
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as inspiring as Zoroastrianism we must
bear responsibility for our conduct, (en-
sure that) we pass on the best we have
inherited.” To the youths he said, “You
will have to blend Internet with Zoroas-
trianism (for) blind faithin technology is
as disastrous as blind obscurantism.”
Quoting General Charles de Gaulle,
Marker said, “History does not teach
fatalism. People get the history they de-
serve.”

Commenting on the need to set “a
course for the future, free from cant and
hypoerisy,” Marker advised, “(Itis) im-
portant to allow expression of all points
of view and take them into consider-
ation. None of us has a monopoly on
wisdom. No one can know everything.”
He recommended “collective wisdom,
earnestly exchanged.”

It was proper that the TWZC where
men and women participated as equals
had not made provision for women's
issues or empowerment. The communi-
ty's complete gender equality indicated
a level of social sophistication that was
“unusual even in the most advanced
societies and government levels,” ob-
served Marker.

Nonetheless there is “muchtobedone.
Sail the ship of our faith into new, un-

charted seas with confidence in the fu-
ture. Heed not the blind eve nor the
echoing ear... Bring to this debate the
test of reason,” advised Marker whose
long innings as Pakistan's ambassador
to various countries had culminated in
his present job as a UN firefighter.

The brothers Mistree

Farrokh and Khojeste Mistree presented
a touch of showmanship. Respectively
posing as chela and guru they sought to

“The richest asset of
our community is our
enormous diversity”

bridge the “socio-theological past into
the new millennium.” Excerpts:
*‘How do we generate right thought,
word and deed?

Recognize the physical and spiritual di-
mension of reality. When you empha-
size only Garhas as philosophy, you are
cutting yourself off from the spiritual
reality of rituals.

**Who is a Zarathushtrian?

(I) suggest that we stop pussyfooting,
Thereis nounity. Accept diversity, work

towards harmony. Develop the para-
digm of Gathas only without breaking
the old one. Let us not be intellectually
dishonest. Letus not play political games.
If we want to get rid of acrimony in the
community then get knowledge — reli-
gious education not of a bigoted form
but faithful to academic tradition. (Let
us) not reinvent the wheel; develop it.

{(Quoting the authority of the Sikand-
Gumanik Vigar Khojeste said, ‘I believe
in dualism.")

*What is the aliernate view to dualism?
There is none available. Only the Zoro-
astrian religion can give a unique con-
cept of evil.

«*Are all religions the same?

To each person his religion is the best. 1
do not believe that God is one. 1 don't
believe with Sai Baba that sub ka malik
ek hai,

Classical Zoroastrianism deals with
rituals, history and culture, a marriage
between head and heart. Along with
Judaism and Hinduism these classical
religions have an ethnic requirement.
Christianity, Islam and Buddhism be-
long to the romantic category. Anybody
can embrace them,

**You appear to be advocating a splitin
the community. How do you justify it?
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From left ( Ist row): Chicago choir,
Bhadha accepting flame from Pavri.
{2nd row) Dawn of Millennium jashan,
Houstonvolunteers Freny Desai, Yasmin
Medhora and Dilzi Mody. (3rd row)
Araoz conducting prayers at stari of
first plenary. Dadachanji, Bhadha and
Rustamian al inaugural prayer

(Pholos: Moshir K. Medhora)

I am not advocating a split. Split is a bad
word. Recognition of differences 1s not
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a split if done amicably. I'm suggesting
amicable divorce, not a split.”

Living the vision

Unlike the earlier Congresses in Bombay
when orthodox speakers held sway, at
Houston the tables had wrned. In the
first plenary session, “May we not lose
the vision,” chaired by philosopher Prof
Kaikhosrov Irani, popular mentor of the
North American community, five of the
six speakers made a powerful plea to

live according to Zarathushtra's light:
“Shed his light as he enunciated it, not
just for us Zoroastrians but for the whole
world,” maintained former president of
the Zoroastrian Association of Metro-
politan Chicago Keki Bhote.

Moting that the vagaries of history
had led Zoroastrians into isolation for
survival, Zareen Hakim asked, “We kept
the flame alive. But why? Tosee it thrive
and not just survive.. It (is) time Lo reas-
sess the world. Ethnicity cannot pre-
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serve our faith but acceptance will.”

Identifying demography, bigotry,
conflicts and controversy as “the enemy
within,” Australian Zoroastrian
Association’s (AZA) Dinyar Mistry
noted, *If the Gathic vision is lost, ev-
erything is lost... Every minute a
Zarathushti, consciously or uncon-
sciously, professes to be a moral agent,
professes the freedom to choose be-
cause it"s the right thing to do and not for
any other reason... If all of us are moral
agents making right choices, at some
time we will build a sufficient mass of
good mind (and) break the tendency to
controversy.”

“We must not just spread the mes-
sage but live it. The most vital part of the
message is tolerance and respect. Zoro-
astrians are tolerant of others around
them. We would have perished if we had
been obnoxious... Are we as tolerant of
one another's views?" asked Sidhva,
castigating the viciousness and mud-
slinging in the communily as “‘more
suited to a barbaric society...Self-de-
stroying aggression is tearing the com-
munity apart.”

Comparing the mathematical preci-
sion of science as it propounds symme-
try and quarks with Zarathushira's vi-

sion of Asha as it extends to the “order-
liness of social and interpersonal rela-
tionships... in terms of which the world
will evolve to perfection,” Irani noted,
“Conflict is the conceptual reality. Our
responsibility (as hamkars) is toremove
it — think about it, speak about it, trans-
form it.”

A more conservative panel addressed
“The Gathic Tradition of Zarathushtra”
the following day. Branding himself a
“mainstream Zoroastrian” Dorab Mistry
accepted the “constant conflict between
good and evil™ where humans are “war-
riors for good.” Noting that though there
is always “the enquiring mind asking
questions,” Dorab Mistry contended, *If
every generation thought it time (o re-
view the scriptures, nothing will be left
of the original scriptures.”

Arguing against the “Gathas only™
concept of scholars, ZS0’s Pervez
Mistry noted that they were only one
small partof the Avesra. He claimed that
Vendidad, the only nask which has sur-
vived complete, has been “misunder-
stood.” Because itis “written metaphori-
cally” itenjoins “greater punishment for
the murder of a dog than of a man.. The
Vendidad is a ceremony... there are un-
seen effects of rituals... Just because the

effects are unseen it does not mean that
they are imaginary... At the cutting edge
of scientific principles is the concept of
vibration (which is) integral to the uni-
verse.... We are being taught by aca-
demics even to recite religion o suit
academic requirements!"”

EB co-vice chair Sarosh Manekshaw
concluded the session noting, “Itis high
time we centric Zarathushtis establish
that we do not approve of extremes at
either end.”

In light of history

The keynote address on the third day
was shared by Karachi's Farishta
Dinshaw, Pennsylvania’s Laila Contrac-
tor and Bombay's Ervad Marzban
Hathiram. Iran's Sima Keshavarzi's
Farsi paper was read out as she was
denied a US visa.

“Certain aspects of history are not so
memorable. Let us have the courage to
acknowledge and learn from them,” said
Dinshaw. Referring to the many gods of
Aryana Vacja, worshipped by people
frightened by floods and famines,
Dinshaw noted, “Zarathushtra rejected
the concept.” Not only did Zarathushtra
choose to focus on a single force, Ahura
Mazda, “he chose 1o focus on the wis-
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dom, not the power, of Ahura Mazda...
The only people who deserve respect
according 1o Zarathushira were those
who were righteous.” The Achemenians
carried Zarathushira’s name over two
continents but the sexual equality of
Zarathushtra’s time was lost as they
segregated their women behind a veil
and the pantheon of gods crept back.
The Sassanians maintained a detailed
system of purity and priestly injunctions
and people who didn’t agree were perse-
cuted as were the Christians, recounted
Dinshaw."Navjote was held at 15 years
in Zarathushtra's time. Now (the
navjotee) is so young, the question of
choosing to be a Zarathushii is lost amid
social concerns about the food served,
ete,” she observed.

Contractor spoke abowt Zoroastrian
youths in the West who, mad with the
divided community and the confusing
answers they get, convert toother faiths.
“Christian priests help every step of the
way while Zarathushtis focus too much
on school and getting inlo university or
getting good jobs,” She advocated the
provision of funds for religious educa-
tion: “Support of scholars is lacking
despite our exceptional record of phi-
lanthropy.”

Hathiram, perhaps the only demagog
at the Congress, not only demanded that
long-standing traditions and precepts be
venerated as of yore, but mounted an
attack on the Congress — and specifi-
cally Prof Kaikhosrov Irani who had
received the Quistanding World Zara-
thushti Award — for “honoring indi-
viduals but not a priest who has served
the community.” He presented a new
version of Kisselt Sanjan: “We ain't no
refugees. We made a conscious decision
to change residence. We exercised free-
dom of choice to go to ancther couniry
to practice our religion. We left Iran not
to preserve the Garhas and throw every-
thing else out. We left Iran to preserve
the core of the religion (which exisis)
not in inmelleciual excellence but in
proper practice... in bunyad pasbani

{preservation of our seed) " thundered .
P

Hathiram claiming to be the 28th de-
scendant of Neriosang Dhawal, the wise
leader of the first Zoroastrian diaspora.

Referring to the triad of good
thoughts, words and deeds by which
liberal Zoroastrians seek to live,
Hathiram questioned, “Who defines
good? Is good defined by petty consid-
erations (or) convenience? That good
changes from person to person, Good is
defined by religion, by your prophet,

not by yourself. You have no idea what
is good and bad for your soul. It is the
beholden duty of ever Parsi Zarathushti
to follow these tenets... 1.48 million boi
ceremonies have been performed at the
Iranshah. When we bow there we are
connecting o the word, thought and
deed of 1,300 years!”

Contrasting the first and second
diasporas Hathiramsaid, “The first thing
that the first group did was to ask for
permission to build a fire-lemple. The
second group queued up for immigra-
tion,” he sneered. (One wonders what
would have happened to the Zoroastrian
community if his illustrious forebear
had used the same hectoring tone.)

Larathushtra’s challenge

Jehan Bagli began the first plenary ses-
sion of the Zoroastrian communily in
the new millennium — “Zarathushtra’s
vision: The Individual making the dif-
ference™ — with a prayer in memory of
two outstanding Zoroastrians who died
in 2000: retiring philanthropist Faridoon
Zartoshty and Iranian high priest Rustom
Shahzadi. Holding that the “God of
Zarathushtra transcends the barriers of
nationality for the unity of spirituality,™
Bagli quoted a Gathic verse “Help me
God to guide the living, to teach all the
living.” To Zarathushtra*God isa friend,
brother and father... Saoshyants are those
who bring benefit to others... whose will
is perfectly in consonance with that of
Ahura Mazda... The familiar myth of
three saoshyants emerged over 1,000
years after Zarathushira... Zarathushira
dedicates his body, life blood, good mind
and acts of righteousness to Ahura Mazda,
thereby reciprocating the gifis he received
from the creator... The challenge Zara-
thushtra presents o humanity is 1o be like
him, be like his God,” noted Bagli.

Equating a good Zarathushti toa good
citizen by drawing on the examples of
Dadabhai MNaoroji, Jamshed Mehta,
Keikhosrov Shahrokh, Villy Gandhi and
others, Zoroastrian Society of Greater
New York's (ZAGNY) Ayesha Ghadiali
claimed Zarathushtis are more suited to
community involvement and action. *'We
who follow Asha should take it as our
duty to go in and transform™ the world
around us, she suggesied.

Referring to differing interpretations
of the religion, former Iranian deputy
prime minister Prof Farhang Mchr noted,
“Each of us wants o save the community.
Each one thinks he is right. We try o
implement what we believe in. Bul soci-
ety needs teamwork, reconciling of dif-
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ferent views without compromising prin-
ciples... (It is) proper to declare a truce,
create understanding... If we all go our
own way we waste time and energy fight-
ing... Two Iranians plus two Parsis is
equal to four Zarathushtis... Individuals
can make a difference provided we live
by the precepts laid down, with unity and
through collective action. These seminars
and congresses are very useful (because
they) bring ustogether tounderstand other
points of view."

Missing the comfort of an agiary as
much for the Zoroastrian youth of
Sydney as for herself, AZA vice presi-
dent Dinaz Mistry acknowledged that
many factors prevent the construction
of consecrated fires in the western world.
Maoreover in Sydney assimilation in the
mainstream is possible because it has
happened toan earlier Zarathushti group,
she said, pledging herself to the “well
thought thought, the well thought word
and well thought work.” She sees the
world as “poised to receive the environ-
mentally friendly vision of Zarathushtra™
and that the challenge to each Zarathushui
is to understand that “the path of Ashais
a process, not an event.”

Summing up as session chair as well

as chair of Zarathushtra’s Vision track,
Mehrborzin Soroushian evoked two vi-
sions from the Zoroastrian past to serve
as a guide to the future: *Zarathushtra
prayed for all mankind, his message is
for all humanity. He desired and called
upon all of us to bring happiness to the
soul of the earth. The second milestone
came afier the Sassanian empire made
Zarathushira's message an instrument
of state which it was not meant to be.
That is why we were at the receiving end
when aggressors wanted to diminish us,
destroy our libraries and taxed us as
followers of Zarathushira. They told us,
il we want to preserve the religion, we
must keepittoourselves. Today's choice
is. do we want 10 go according to the
vision of Zarathushtra or limit ourselves
to the subordination imposed on us by
those who wanted to destroy us?”
Appreciating the “wonderful, grace-
ful way the youths and (chairperson) Dina
Melntyre handled the abbreviated ses-
sion (in the rush to vacate the hall ear-
marked for the FEZANA event where Ali
Jafarey and Kaikhushro N. Dastoor were
to speak, Chicago’s Mazda Antia, one of
the youth speakers, voluntarily withdrew.
[twasa piquant situation as Antia wasone

of those who had actively campaigned for
Jafarey's right 10 speak and be heard),
Soroushian commented, “The Congress
showed how muchwehave accomplished
in MNorth America in such a short time.”
He noted that most Zoroastrians have
come to North America in the last two
decades and recalled that the first darbe
mehrwas established only 23 years agoin
New York when philanthropist Arbab
Rustam Guiv, in his inaugural speech had
told the assembled congregation, “Be
united. Be broadminded. Welcome new-
comers who want to know and study
Zoroastrianism. The Prophet did not stop
anybody from following his principles.
Try 10 make the Zoroastrian temple an
inernational center.”

Acknowledging those who made the
Congress a success, Soroushian made a
special mention of the “moral leader-
ship” of Farshid Bakhtyari, president of
the Iranian Zoroasirian Association
{1ZA) and of Astad Clubwala and Gev
Mentin of ZAGNY who supported the
[ZA demand that FEZANA member as-
sociations vote on their respective reso-
lutions to allow Jafarey to speak and that
the original inclusive policy of the Con-

continued on page 204
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World winners

Five Zoroastrians were
honored for their contribution to society

Arnavaz S. Mama

Two years of work culminated in the
presentation of the World Zarathushi
Community Awards 2000 on December

30, 20041 An innovation in the history of

the World Zoroastrian Congresses, the
six awardees, adjudged internationally
outstanding by a panel of 49 judges,
were presented specially designed tro-
phies, themselves the object of a global
competition.

That the names of the awardees had
been announced months carlier did not
detract from the solemnity and glitter of
the ceremony conducted along with a
special luncheon held in the Marrion’s
main exhibit salon and linked by
telemedia for simultancous view in the

Clockwise fromtop lefi:
Awardees Mela and J.
. Trani; Goshtasponr,
Zartoshiy, Paved, Joshi
arnd Shernaz Veralami
{Photo: Mashir Madhora);
frani receiving aweard
from Godrej and MC,
Trity Pourbalrami;
Jaoshi, Jasavala and
Zartoshiv: the award
andits designer Akhirar-
khavari
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ballroom as all the 2,200 delegates could
not be accommodated in a single venue.

Adjudged Outstanding World
Zarathushti, Kaikhosrov Dinshaw Irani,
emeritus professor of philosophy at City
College, New York where a former stu-
dent has anonymously contributed
2,000,000 10 establish the K. D. Irani
Chair of Philosophy, was introduced by
Purvez Kolsawalla of Sydney. The
award, sponsored by the house of Godrej,
was presented to him by Nadir Godrej.

Irani’s frequent visits to Sydney as
zuest lecturer at the university prompied
Kaolsawalla to proudly claim him and his
wife Piroja as fellow Australians.
Kolsawalla’s assertion of Irani’s most
“endearing trait, his great hu-
mility and tolerance of eévery
point of view,” was fully en-
dorsed by the appreciative au-
dience.

Describing the honor as “unbelieyv-
able.” Irani recalled how his parents had
taught him to serve the community. “1
had no idea (my efforts) would be ap-
preciated by the community to this ex-
tent.” noted the philosopher in his nor-
mal, self-disparaging style. *l express to
all of you, the leaders of the Houslon
2000 Congress and to you, my fellow
religionists who have some regard for
me. ‘thank you very much.™

Thanking the organizers “for giving
me this immense personal pleasure to
introduce Mehraban Zartoshiy.”
Bombay Parsi Punchayet trustee Minoo
Shroff described the frail philanthropist
as the embodiment of Zoroastrian vir-
tues and attributes before presenting him
the World Zarathushti Award for Hu-
manitarian Service andfor Philanthropy:
“generosity unbounded, done without
fanfare or publicity... old-world charm
that made vou feel you are sitting beside
a noble person. In honoring him we
honor ourselves,”

An emotional Zartoshty, escorted o
the stage by his niece Homayun Goshtas-
pour, daughter of his late brother Fan-
doon, considered himselfl “lucky 1o be
present at this huge gathenng of Zara-
thushtis from all over the world™ and
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hoped the “fantastic, unbelievable’ as-
sembly would proceed with peace and
harmony for that would ensure progress.
He thanked Awards Committee chair
Dinshaw Joshi, “aged like myself, doing
his duty,” the judges and his “dear wife
who encouraged me, cared for me and
with the cooperation of my children
helped me regain my health.”

Accepting the award on behalf of his
late brother and himself Zartoshty said,
1 am sure his spirit is here with us ... My
brother was named Shah Faridoon when
he wis born and he proved himself king
of the family. He was a man with bright
intelligence, strong will powerand lead-
ership, always ready to help the commu-
nity. With hard work he brought the
family business under one umbrella. He
was not only my brother but advisor,
leader, partner. He worked 16 1w 18
hours a day with sincerity, honesty and
unbreakable unity.

*Maybe also our success was due o
our father's advice 1o put aside a portion
of our income as a family trust for char-
ity. lam glad we did. You'd be surprised
to know how slowly and gradually it
grew toa huge amount...

“In your youth, in whatever status of
life, follow our advice: Be hardworking

and put aside a portion of your income
for the less fortunate. Drop by drop,
make an ocean. To get an award in one's
lifetime 15 not easy, but 1o get a daily
award is very easy... inner happiness is
the real award, the real reward.”

*“The only hope of recognition for the
Zarathushti community is theexcellence
of the people within the community and
their renown in their fields of disci-
pline,” observed Zoroastrian Society of
Ontario president Sam Vesuna as he
proceeded to introduce Dr Jamshed 1.
Irani, managing director of India’s Tata
Steel, who won the World Zarathushti
Award for Excellence in Business or
Profession. A gold medallist throughout
his life, metallurgist and manager par
excellence of whose career Vesuna
noted, “Excellence is perseverance...
Youcan'treach (such levels) unless you
are dedicated and love what you're do-
mng.”

Accepting the award on behalf of his
Father, Zubin Irani quipped, “My father
gets the recognition and | have 1o speak
in front of 2,000 people. Who's getling
the raw end of the deal? but acknowl-
edged his father's “two big values which
inspired me: honesty and hard work.”

Congress co-chair Dolly Dastoor pre-
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sented the World Zarathushti Award for
Excellence in the Performing Arts to
renowned conductor Zubin Mehta. It
was received by a member of the Mechia
familyin the absence of the maestro
who was in Munich conducting the Ba-
varian Philharmonic Orchestra. Thanks
to the marvels of telecommunication
Zubin Mehta addressed the audience via
the two screens put up at both venues,
apologizing for his absence and convey-
ing the regards of all his family. Bowing
his head he registered his gratitude to the
community.

Zoroastnian Trust Funds of Europe
(ZTFE) president Dorab Mistry intro-
duced Kerman Jasavala, winner of the
World Zarathushti Youth Award for
Outstanding Leadership, who received
the trophy, sponsored by the Zartoshty
brothers at the hands of Mehraban
Zartoshty. An advanced information
technologist, Jasavala was chairman for
six years of London’s Young Zoroas-
trian (Y'Z) Commilttee when his crown-
ing achievement was the organization
and successful conclusion of the Second
World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in
London in 1997, as noted Mistry. “More
honored” to receive the trophy from
Zartoshty, Jasavala stated that he had

“not won it single-handedly™ and
thanked the ¥ Z Committee and the ZTFE
for having enabled him to achieve what
he did. “It is time for the youth and the
old to work together and work things
out... Learn the art of tolerance and
compromise to live together,” he sug-
gested to the audience.

The Award Trophy Design Competi-
tion winner Shahram Akhtar-khavan of
Tehran was one of those who was de-
nied a visa by the US government. A
graduate of the art school of Tehran's
Azad University, Akhtar-khavari's tro-
phy design was selected from among 90
entries from 44 artists around the world
by apanel of six judges. Ness Lakdawala
of Quebec undertook the manufacture
and transportation of the striking crystal
trophies to Houston. Feroza Fiich of
Maryland designed and produced the
certificates that accompanied the tro-
phies.

Joshi of Washington, who has con-
stituted and administered the North
American Zoroastrian Awards for the
past 10 years, chaired the internation-
ally constituted Awards Committee
with Yasmin Pavri of Houston as vice
chair. Noted Indian solicitor Burjor
Antia, Iranian surgeon Dr Mahyar

Ardeshiri, Singapore’s Rustom Gha-
diali, Pakistan’s Nergish Jamasji,
Australia’s Kolsawalla, UK's Mistry
and Canada’s Vesuna were the regio-
nal representatives on the Committee
along with the late Villy Gandhi of
Mew Jersey. Though Gandhi suc-
cumbed to cancer in mid 2000 her
work on the FEZANA (Federation of
Zoroastrian Associations of North
America) Awards Committee for the
1996 and 1998 North American
Zarathushti Community Awards was
instrumental inestablishing the awards
categories, their definitions and evalu-
ation criteria which were emulated
for the World Zarathushti Commu-
nity Awards — 2000, notes a special
dedication in the awards ceremony
brochure designed by Aban Rustomji.

The 79 nominations received had
been evaluated strictly on the basis of
the nomination data, as noted Joshi in
his inaugural address. While Kolsawalla
presented him a memento at the end of
the ceremony on behalf of the awards
committee, Pavri, in her vote of thanks,
described Joshi as a “fantastic person to
work with and a very easy person to
work with — because he does all the
work!"
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TWZC

Daughters of Mashyani

Honoring great forbears and contemporaries,
Zarathusti women set goals for further bonding

The professionalism of the arrangements
set the mood for the special lunch where
20 Zarathushti women, past and present,
were inducted into the “Hall of Fame.”
One of the many legacy projects at the
Seventh World Zoroastrian Congress
ATWZC) conceived by the fertile two-
some Dolly Dastoorand Aban Rustomji,
what set it apart was the meticulous
detail of preparation and the panache
with which it was presented by coordi-
nator Toxy Cowasjee, president of the
Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal.

Each table was a visual delight with
the yellow rose of Texas dominating the
beautiful floral centerpiece arranged by
Pakistan's Dilshad Irani. A small
artpaper book, Daughiers of Mashyani, its
cover depicting Mashyani, the mother
figure of Zarathushirian mythology, her
arms extended to embrace the world as
designed by Pakistan's Tannaz Min-
walla, reflected the stage backdrop on
each table setting. A set of cards repeat-
ing the motif not only whetted the appe-
tite for an elegantly restrained lunch
menu coordinated by Arnaz Marker and
Cowasjee but for the events to follow:
the induction of honored persons, a fash-
ion show “On Wings of Time,” depict-
ing Zarathushti dress as it evolved over
time and the “Zarathushti Women at the
Crossroads,” a workshop in three mod-
ules coordinated and chaired by Sheher-
naz Joshi-Verahrami. A gift wrapped
chocolate topped the package. Corsages
for the awardees featured the 12-pet-
alled sylized rosette of Achemenian an-
ceslry.

The books, financed from World
Zoroastrian Organisation funds by
WZO-India managing trustee Dinshaw
Tamboly were transporied to Houston
courtesy of Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP) chairman Jamshed Guzder and
Airfreight, the table accessories by cour-
tesy of Karachi’s Happy Minwalla and
Cathay Pacific, all of whom Cowasjee
acknowledged in her welcome address,
not forgetting husband Cyrus’continued
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Arnavaz 5. Mama

good humor over the stressful months of
preparation.

Mashyani, the first woman of [ranian
legend, to whom were born six sets of
twins — the primogenitors of mankind
— “egpitomizes all shades of woman-
hood — innocence and allure, tenacity
and fragility, generosity and sentimen-
tality. In legends, she is equal to her
male counterpart Mashya with arms on
their shoulders, joined to each other, and
of the same shape and height. To pay
homage to her, we decided to name the
women's forum, Daughters of Mash-
yani,” noted Cowasjee.

Karachi’s Farishta Dinshaw compiled
the brief histories of the 20 outstanding
Zarathushti women chosen by three in-
ternational women judges and Brossard,
Canada’s Dilshad Marolia’s Foreword
provided the sociological backdrop to
their achievements:

*The late Motlibai Maneckjee Wadia
rebuilt the Udvada Atash Behram, con-
structed the road linking the Udvada
railway station to the Iranshah and de-
posited money with the government for
its maintenance. The Bai Motlibai Ob-
stetric Hospital on the J. J. Hospital
complex in Bombay is one among her
myriad charities, public and private.
*The late Jerbai N. Wadia pioneered the
low-cost housing colonies, among them
the resplendent Rustom Baug, where a
large majority of Parsis reside in
Bombay.

*The late Madame Bhikhaiji Rustam
Cama, social worker and revolutionary
who spurned wealth and social position
to nurse plague victims and fight for
Indian independence from her Euro-
peanexile, publicly unfurling the flag of
independent India in 1907.

*The late Lady Hirabai Cowasjee
Jehangir, the first woman to chair the
BPP and fountainhead of such institu-
tions as the Sir Cowasjee Jehangir Insti-
tute of Science and the Jehangir Art
Gallery besides a number of schools.
*The late Lady Meherbai Dorabji Tata,

an indefatigable fundraiser for the ben-
efit of the underprivileged.

*The late Manijeh Kermani Shahrokh,
Bombay born, Shanghai reared, a violin
virtuoso who became the first woman to
participate in regular meetings of the
Zoroastrian Anjuman of Tehran, started
the Zoroastrian Women's Association
in 1940 and diligently worked for
women's uplift in a conservative soci-
ely.

*Gool Khurshed Minwalla, pioneer of
the Montessori movement in Pakistan,
whose educational and social work has
helped leprosy victims and criminals.
Eighty-seven-year-old Minwalla was
one of the few to be honored in person
and received a standing ovation,
*Farangis Kaikhosrow Shahrokh worked
to give a voice to the women of Iran,
lobbied for the welfare of female prison-
ers, established the Iranian Handicraft
Organisation and was founding presi-
dent of the California Zoroastrian Cen-
ter among a host of activities.
*Poona’s Dr Banoo Jehangir Coyaji, a
Ramon Magsaysay awardee for her life-
time dedication to reproductive health,
childcare and family planning on whom
the Poona and Bombay's SNDT Uni-
versities have conferred honorary DLitt
degrees.

*The late Meher Jamshed Patel of
Karachi, an extraordinary tennis cham-
pien turned social worker and spiritual-
ist.

*Roda Homi Mistry, former member of
India’s Rajya Sabha (upper house of
Parliament) from Hyderabad, who
founded the School of Social Work re-
cently renamed Roda Mistry College of
Social Work and Research Centre by the
state government,

*Parichehr Namdar Freydooni of Tehran,
a leading contemporary artist whose
unique painting *Afringani® has cap-
tured the movement of the burning flame
when viewed from different angles —a
unique achievement, She has conceived
logos, made maps and designed the out-
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Traditional fashions, Cowasjee (left)

and Keakobed

LioR (Ist
row): K.
Parel, Josti-
‘eralirami,
Clubwalla;
Gifford,
Kapadia, B.
Terra, 3.
Mistry;
(2nd row):
Marolia, M.
Wadia, J.
Wadia,
Cama,
Jehangir, M.
Tara, M.
Shahrokh;
(3rd row):
Minwalla,
F. Shahrokh,
Covaji, M.
Patel, R.
Mistry,
Frevdooni,
Bafrani:
(4th row):
A. Dese,
Stclfrwa,
Rivernia,
Hansenia,
Dxastonr,
Master-
Maoos, Kiash
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fit Iranian Zarathushti mobeds wear for
religious ceremonies.

*Tooran Shahriari Bahrami, the first
Zarathushti woman to practise law in
[ran in 1963, is a poet whose work has
been regularly published. In 1999 she
was officially recognized as one of 60
outstanding women of Iran.

«Dr Armaity Sapur Desai, former chair-
person of India’s University Grants
Commission, is convener of its review
committee for social work education in
India and for the review of recruitment
and selection procedures for India’s civil
services.,

*Bapsi N. Sidhwa, first Zarathushti
woman novelist to achieve international
acclaim, whose novel fee-Candy Man
was scripted into the film Earth, earning
critical acclaim as well as a place in then
US president Bill Clinton’s briefing kit
before his visit to the Indian subconti-
nent in March 2000. Sidhwa recited a
poem she had composed and dedicated
it to the WZ Congress 2000 (see “They
say,” p 58).

*Roshan R. Riveina, nuclear physicist,
editor-in-chief of FEZANA Journal and
former winner of the North American
Outstanding Zoroastrian Award with her
husband Rohinton, founder president of

FEZANA, for her involvement in estab-
lishing a unified infrastructure for the
Zarathushti community in North
America.

*Dr Mehroo D. Hansotia, renowned In-
dian obstetrician and gynecologist, for
her pioneering work in the field of infer-

“There are
approximately 5,000
Zoroastrian women in
North America. How
many have reached
the position where
their thoughts and
ideas influence
others?”

tility and assisted reproduction.

*Dr Dolly P. Dastoor, clinical psycholo-
gist, professor and researcher in geron-
tology and Alzheimer’s Disease, found-
ing secretary and second president of
FEZANA, who is involved in promot-
ing the status of women through Zonta

International.
*Meher Master-Moos, lawyer and
teacher who is founder president of the
Mazdayasnie Monasterie and the Zoro-
astrian College, takes active partl in
propagating alternative medicine,
*Shireen Khushroo Kiash has repre-
sented India in basketball, hockey and
cricket and has coached college and
club teams and volunteers her time 1o
teach basketball tothe hearing-impaired.
Acknowledging the receipt of 78
nominations, Cowasjee notes in her Pref-
ace to the book, *1 would like to put on
record here that this is just the begin-
ning. There are many more capable
women whom we know of in our minds,
but whose names were not nominated
for reasons of modesty, disinterest and
passivity.” Many of the current induct-
ees and the proud descendents of those
past received the memento at the hands
of Parichehr Farhang Mehr.

Over 30 models displayed period and
contemporary outfits, sashaying down
the ramp presenting the evolution of
Zarathushti apparel. Coordinator Hovi
Shroff shared the narration, which she
had co-scripted with Dady Mistry, with
Nina Deboo and Cyrus Mistry.

World class fresh frozen meat and ready to
cook items: Chicken Biryani, Samosa,
Tikka, Seekh Kabab, Burger,

Mutton: Samosa, Seekh Kabab, Burger,
Vegetable: Samosa, Burger

More than 8,000 shops in eight countries

stock AL-KABEER Products

MNow available in Bombay, Delhi, Madras,
Bangalore, Pune, Goa and Lonavala

Al-Kabeer Exports Ltd

21, Jolly Maker Chambers Mo 2, Nariman Point, Bornbay 400021
Tel: 2025768/20293461 Telefox: 2028475/2836897 E-mail: alkabeer@bomd.vsnl.netin

54 Parsiana March 2001



With best compliments from

BAPUNA

Makers of quality Indian Made Foreign Liquor,
also RS & ENA from Mollasses & Grain.

Regd. Office : Mount Road Extension, Nagpur 440 001.
Tel.: 533293, 521183 Fax : 0712-532220 Grom : 'DISTILLERS'
email : gwalior@igindia.com Visit us at : www.bapunagroup.com




The workshop, *“Zarathushti Women at
the Crossroads,” which followed, was
divided into three modules. Under the
theme “Family and children,” former
vice chancellor of Bombay University
Dr Mehroo Bengalee's paper was read
in her absence by BPP senior executive
Sheroo Master. Bengalee was critical of
contemporary Zoroastrian homes which
she termed “boarding houses,” its in-
mates “independent of each other and
sometimes in isolation... adolescents
bypassed or left to their own resources...
the mother neglecting the house on the
pretext of supplementing the family in-
come.”

Australian Zoro-
astrian Association
vice  president

former Indian Ad-
ministrative Service
officer who is a hu-
man resource man-
ager by education and training, concen-
trated on challenges Zarathushti women
have had to face: biology and beliefs
and practices tied up to ideas of pollu-
tion, menstruation being explained as
“uncontrolled pollution” in the
Vendidad, etc. “Women did not stand a
chance. They came 1o believe it. They
were always on the crossroads and un-
der fire!”

She referred 1o the “secret women'’s
business” she conducted in Sydney to
create a data base on the problems af-
flicting the community where a large
group is caught between the extremes of
politics and religious polarization. “In
Kanpur [ wenl to the agiary as a child.
The religiosity remains with me,” said
Mistry who finds a “dimensional shift”
in her new environment. In the absence
of agiaries in the western world and
priests who can purvey the religion with
understanding, the recourse open to
Zarathushtis was to cultivate the good
mind and with good thinking, to acquire
the spirituality to commune with a per-
sonal god, she stated. The secret
women's business targets women who
are the “prime decision makers in social
matters... to attempt to stop drifting... to
plan collectively for the future.”

Asserting that values are caught rather
than taught, cultural management con-
sultant Zareen Karani Araoz felt the
need for Zarathushti mothers o “evolve
with changing times in order to with-
stand the mainstream pressures” that do
not support Zarathushti values. Chil-
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If there is peace in
the home, community,
Dinaz Mistry, a organization, it will be
picked up by the

children.

dren will “preserve what they have en-
joyed, not what is thrust down them,”
she observed. “(We say) a Zarathushti
cannot tell a lie. Do our children have
that faith? Children need to see total
integrity in the home, that parents are
truthful 1o each other, to the family and
the community at large... What are we
doing for the children to see that we go
beyond self-interest?... The role of the
mother is critical. If there is peace in the
home, community, organization, it will
be picked up by the children. I'm not
sure we're there. We need to work on it,
show that living by Zarathushti values is
fun, thatit's produc-
tive... Rituals (canbe
seen as) transmitters
of values (like) say-
ing Ashem before
food...”

The module deal -
ing with “Commu-
nity involvement
and representation” began with UK poli-
tician and social worker Zerbanoo
Gifford defining politics as “certain sor-
row, uncertain joy." The two things that
kept Gifford going were the desire to
“stir up the zeal of other women” and to
enlighten men. Gifford says, “evil comes
in many forms” like child labor, lack of
housing, lack of education. “When you
have women as one-third of an elected
body, things happen... (You are) fight-
ing for the rights of other people.”

Worldwide coordinator for internal
auditof a pharmaceutical company, Paris
based Katayun Kapadia had served in
several positions on the Zoroastrian As-
sociation of Pennyslvania and New Jer-
sey board and as secretary of FEZANA,
Kapadia believes that it takes a commu-
nity 1o raise and nourish children, care
for elders. Her message 1o Zarathushti
women was (o shed their apathy, be-
come role models, spare one hour a
week for community work to “make the
world aware of the Zoroastrian religion,
educate the masses on Zoroastrian val-
ues and beliefs, showcase the religion™
through teamwork and an innovative,
oplimistic attitude.

Political affairs officer at the UN
Liaison Office in Yugoslavia, Dr Vera
Mehtaspoke of women's empowerment
vis-4-vis the pressure to bear more chil-
dren. “*Are men willing to take a cut in
salary and work hours so that the family
is not neglected and the wife can get
professional satisfaction?” she asked.
“Get into the mainstream,” she advised,

They say

People with no land of their own
Are dust to the wind,

Are blown away.

We who have no land to claim
Are not blown away.

We are resilient.

They say

A people dispersed by conquest fall
apart,

Scattered like rice

On loamy earth, we have sent down
roots —

Have not fallen apart.

Like sturdy sapling transplants

We have stood fast on alien soil,
Coaxed hospitality from it.

Others have claimed us as their own—
We belong to humanity.

Like men who embrace a new faith
Become promoters of that faith,
We have cultivated the bits of earth
We have lit upon —

In Zoroaster’s name

They say people felled by conguest
lose their will and incentive.

We are not dispirited.

Our spines are straight,

We are survivors.

Though we have lost pieces

of our past to antiquity,

Our poets and musicians,
Visionaries and philanthropists,
Are creating a new Zarathushti
heritage.

Bapsi Sidhwa

“There are approximately 5,000 Zo-
roastrian women in North America, How
many have reached the position where
their thoughts and ideas influence oth-
ers?" asked Bella Tata, currently execu-
tive assistance officer (Pacificregion)in
the Canadian federal government’s de-
partment of industry. Acknowledging
that those who instilled values and did
community work in the pastdid not need
to contribute to the economic scene,
Tataasked, “Is it possible to be all things
to all people and yet be a little more?...
When you cease to dream you cease 1o
live.” She urged Zarathushti women Lo
target positions al municipal, state and
national levels in the next decade,
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In the module on “Health, elder care
and demographics,” pediatrician Nilufer
Clubwalla spoke on the high incidence
of breast/ovarian cancer in Parsi women.
Researchers in the University of Wash-
ington at Seattle who have proved that
the disease can be inherited, are now
seeking the cooperation of the commu-
nity as Parsi women are known to be two
or three times more susceptible than
other women in India. Dr Mary-Claire
King who heads the project is currently
trying to identify interested families with
a maternal or paternal history of breast
or ovarian cancer. To be eligible to
participate in this study, there mustbe at
least two living family members who
have had breast and/or ovarian cancer,
informed Clubwalla. Ksenia Peters, a
member of King's research team, was
present at the session (o answer ques-
tions. A small sample of blood and some
family and personal medical history is
all that is required from those participat-
ing in the study. (Interested readers are
welcome to contact Peters by phone
206-616-4293 or fax 206-616-4295 or
on e-mail ksenia@u.washington.edu)

Soonamai Desai, experienced in a
retirement facility, spoke of the prob-
lems of urbanization as they affect the
elderly: issues of personal dignity, per-
sonal and economic security, loneliness
on the one hand and independence and
autonomy on the other. Referring to the
decline in physical and mental health
and attendant problems of dementia,
Desai suggested that two days a week of
community care for the elders’ medical
attention would give a respite to the
caregivers — the “sandwich genera-
tion,” caught between caring for par-
ents and children. Retired 60-year-olds
could provide the manpower she sug-
gested, even as she urged those crossing
the border from middle to old age to
provide “medical directives (for the
time) when you are unable to make
decisions.”

Al a subsequent session Karani Araoz
sought toestablish the preliminary goals
for a worldwide Zoroastrian Women’s
Network: to spread awareness of the
community, gather information and data
on its various activities, needs, prob-
lems; provide a worldwide forum for
creating resources; energize and mobi-
lize the passive half of the community;
communicate with world bodies 1o
spread Zarathushti influence; inspire and
support the youth and provide mentoring;

empower women wherever they are 1o
do the best they can; create support
groups.

Tata called for young women to be
leaders because “We here are 40+; how
long will we continue?” Emphasizing
the need to establish contacts, she urged
Zoroastrian women 1o get into govemn-
ment at any level and not forget that
character and generosity are part of our
religion. She urged Morth American as-
sociations 1o supply their contact names
and addresses to local hospitals because
when an accident victimdies in hospital,
they tend to perform Christian rites.

“Start with the American Peace
Corps, get on the Press, work with vol-
untary and non-governmental sectors,”
added Mehta. “The world is ready to
welcome you if you only reach out,” she
noted.

Gifford gave an example of how an
earlier generation of Parsis had oper-
ated. “The Tatas funded the Fabian So-
ciety... the funds for Britain’s Labor
Party came from the Tatas,” and under-
lined the need to project the community
in such a way that the world identified
Zoroastrians with generosity of spirit.
She was delighted to learn, when she
visited the local children’s museum, that
its director knew about Zoroastrians
because Vahishta Kaikobad was recently
honored as teacher of the year in Hous-
ton.

Clubwalla stressed the need to iden-
tify and address health related issues.
“We have to know ourselves before we
can heal ourselves.”

Gordafrid Aresh spoke of the need
foraplace where aging Zoroastrians can
come and live. “As we grow older we
need to be among our own,"” she noted.

Medical researcher Rubina Patel
staried her family tree to create some
sense of belonging for her son. Now,
with 8,101 names “it's a web! It shows
how interconnected we all are.” She has
been able to trace 27 generations with
the help of retired Brigadier Ervad Dinyar
Panthaky because her's is a mobed fam-
ily and Udvada maintained good records
until 1960, She has information on the
mobeds of Navsari and Iran but only the
male lines are available. She says she is
searching for their female counterparts!

Readers wishing to join the Zoroas-
trian Women's Network may go to the
website ZWIN3.net or e-mail zwin3-
subscribe @yahoogroups.com or go o
yahoogroups.com and request lo sign
up for ZWIN3.
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TWZC

The poetic rise
of enterprise

Rhyme and reason at the launch of the
International Zoroastrian Chamber of Commerce

Nadir Godrej

Entrepreneurs are everywhere
The mom and pops we know.
To start a business isn’t rare,
But tough to make it grow.

The Parsi gents of yesteryear
Were known for enterprise.

They were brave, they had no fear
And they were very wise.

Just look at Mr Jejeebhoy

Who started off in rags.

He was a young and orphaned boy
But then he packed his bags.

In Bombay he began to trade
And soon ook off for China.
And people knew he always paid,
His goods were best, none finer.

And thus it was his fortune made
He took to charity.

Then many Parsis entered trade.
There was then clarity

That Parsis led in enterprise

In each and every sphere.

When India began to industrialize
The Parsis had a seer.

J. M. Tata found some ore
And said he would make steel.

But on this claim few set much store

A Brit said he’d make a meal

Of every bar that was produced
By our presumptuous guy.

But the skeptic was the one reduced

To eating humble pie.

Some say the Parsis had their day
Because they were sidekicks,

They flourished in the British sway.
But later cuts and nicks

From rapier thrusts in tougher times
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Of independent rule,
Where corruption and financial crimes
Discouraged the old school.

As others took to enterprise

In this much darker day,

Perhaps the Parsis were rather wise
Not to join the fray.

We all owe thanks to Lord Macaulay
For modern education,

He was the first to pave the way
Towards a knowledge nation,

The Parsis took to learning fast —

In all of the professions

Their contributions were deemed vast.
And oft we see successions

Of parent handing down to child,
In law and medicine,

And generations were beguiled
For they had no need to pin

Their hopes on any risky schemes
Where much could be to gain,
But where it also often seems

It could end up in pain,

While entrepreneurs must bet all
The Parsis were too content,
They did not want to risk a fall,
They had now lost the bent.

I am not saying there are none.
But yes, there's no excess.
Now it’s a game for everyone,
While Parsis do it less.

While different lands have different
views

Some favor enterprise.

In America they do find use

For those who fail and rise.

They know that those who've failed

are lough

And have the chance to learn.
To be just smart is not enough
Failure helps to earn

The experience that hard knocks
provide

And nothing else can teach.

If failure is made bonafide,

Any nation could then reach

America's level of enterprise,
Which of course is high,
Provided that it would be wise
Enough to also try

And have the laws that can provide
Good venture capital,

The nation’s hopes won't be belied
If it could wrap it all

With taxes that are very low.

We would then see enterprise
Expand quite fast and quickly grow
To an enormous size.

The Internet is now at hand
And all can have a shot,

If only we can understand
What latest trend is hot.

Mow Parsis are spread everywhere.
And they can choose their land.

If you the Diaspora dare

Then once again we'll stand

In the big league of enterprise
Renowned in every place.

I know we can attain the prize
If we just join the race.

The launch of the International Zorpastrian
Chamber of Commerce on December 29,
2000 atthe J. W, Marrioit's
Grand Ballroom was
chaired by Godrej Soaps
managing director Madir
Godrej. The chamber is
expecied 1o focus on edu-
cation, governmental re-
lations, infrastructura plan-
ning, economic development, business and
professional growth and leadership develop-
ment. One of the Chamber's main assels will
be its database providing information on top-
ics ranging from job availability and business
opporiunities 1o a bank of historical dala on
who's who in Zarathushli business world-
wide. Godrej's poatic induction for the Cham-
ber added to the elan.
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The Tth World Zoroastrian Congress
held in Houston, Texas, U.S.A. during
the week of Christmas 2000 1o New
Year 2001 was the greatest gathering of
the community in North America in the
entire 20th Century - a Dhansakhia Con-
gress sans Dhansakh. All kudos to the
hard working and dedicated Congress
organising team, headed by the able stew-
ardship of Dr. Dolly Dastoor and Mr.
Homi Davier, well supported by Aban
Rustomjee, Sarosh Maneckshaw, Toxy
Cowasjee, Mani Clubwalla, Dr. Yazdi
and Ms. Shenaz Sidhwa, Mr. Gev Nentin,
Mr. Framroze Patel, B.P.P. of Bombay,
Iran Zoroastrian Anjuman and so many
many other willing hands of helpers all
over North America and the other coun-
tries who, overcoming an obstacle
course, deftly steered the Congress ship
into safe harbour. No easy 1ask w
control the over 2000 Zoroastrian men,
women and children who thronged the
Mariott and adjacent hotels in this great
Zoroastrian get - together. The main
accomplishment of the congress was
exacily this -Get - together. People sat
outside the lecture halls with smiling
faces happily exchanging news, caich-
ing up on friends of 30 - 40 years ago
while the speakers on the scheduled pro-
gram many limes spoke (o audienceless
halls. As the Congress program was dis-
tributed in many tracks covering several
rooms, the speakers and audiences got
divided and distributed and many times
it was not possible to hear any particular
speaker, as all schedules went haywire.

The Grand Opening Ceremony with
the Parsi National Anthem - Chhaye
Hame Zarthosti and Irani Zoroastrian
National Song both being sung with
great gusto concluded with almost the
entire program being repeated in Persian
to meet the demand of the Iranian Zoro-
astrians who were present in large num-
bers from all over North America, headed
by Mobed Council Chicef Philanthropist

Mehraban Zartoshty and Dr, Farhang
Mehr, whose biography was released at
the Congress.

Straight after the Opening Ceremony
was the “BOOK RELEASE FUNC-
TION.” The historical book published
by Mazdayasnie Monasterie & ed-
ited by Ruby Lilaowala and Dame
Meher Master Moos- ZOROASTRI-
ANS WORLD WIDE AT THE MIL-
LENNIUM was one of the main high-
lights of the book release program,
presided over by Dr. Dolly Dastoor.
Bapsy Sidhwa ex-Karachi well known
authoress of the novel "Crow Eaters™ .
Prof. John Hinnels book on Parsis
Diaspa and Sooni Taraporewala’s pic-
tworial book about the Parsis were also
amaongst those released.

{Photos of the Book Release fune-
tion showing Dr. Farhang Mehr, Prof.
John Hinnels, Dame Meher Master
Moos, Bapsy Sidhwa and Dr. Dolly
Dastoor).

The Zoroastrian Millennitm Book is
an encyvelopaedia covering ancient his-
tory, Life and Teachings of Asho Spitama
Zarthushtra, Histories of all the Arash
Belirams, Agiaries and in India, fran,
Pakistan, North Americaand elsewhere.
Chapters abour Shah  Behram
Varzavand Saheb and the Zoreasirian

College and biographies with pheros of

Zavoastrians worldwide including Kus-
sia, Tajikistan, Tran, UK., U.S.A.,
Canada, Ausiralia, Far Easi, Enrope,
Africa, Pakistan and India, This book is
afamily heivioom, 1o be handed down 1o
children and grandchildren to keep the
scattered community together worfd-
wide, It is available from Zoroastrion
College office in Bombay.

Malcolm Deboo of UK beautifully
displayed the Book Exhibition, and Mr
Fereidooni the Iranian and other films,

The WZC focused on YOUTH - the
future of the 21st Century with two days
of Youth Sports events honouring the

achievers. Amongst the other youths,
were the outstanding duo from Mumbai
- Minoo Jokhi the Maths Wizard and
Pearl Bhumgara, the Magician, who
daily entertained the crowds,

The Congress brought forth the best
of talents in the community with musi-
cians from all over North America form-
ing the first ever Zoroastrian Orchestra
- Maestro Zubin Mehta sent a special
Video message for the occasion. And
the community honoured those who had
dedicated a life time of service for the
upliftiment of Zoroastrians Worldwide.

Amongst the 20 women honoured
were Roshan Rivetna, Dr. Dolly Dastoor
of Morth America, Dr. Roshan Master,
Dame Dr. Prof. Meher Master Moos,
Dr. Armaity Desai and Ms, Roda Mistry
- Rajya Sabha Member, Dr. Mehroo
Hansotia of India, Ms. Tooran Bahrami,
Pariche Freydooni, Farangi Shahrokh
and Late Manijeh Shahrukh of Iran. The
veteran Theosophist from Pakistan, Gool
Minwalla, Bapsy Sidhwaand Late Meher
Patel of Karachi and Shireen Kiash of
Australia from amongst the over 30
equally deserving ladies nominated
worldwide,

Amongst the gentlemen honoured
were Prof. Kaikhosrov Irani, Ervad
Mehraban Zarthosty, Zubin Mehia,
Kerman Jasavala, Jamshed Irani and
Shiaman Akhtar - Khosravi.

Kersey & Silloo Jussawalla, Rusi
Dalal and others of ULK. offered to host

" the next World Zoroastrian Congress in

U.K. to celebrate the opening of the new
million pounds Zoroastrian House in
London— a cinema hall being reno-
vated thanks to the munificence of
Mehraban Zarthosty. Roshan Rivetna
produced the outstanding FEZANA
Journalissue recording the achievements
of the community. The mobeds were
honoured with a special Jashan ceremony
being performed at the newly constructed
extension hall of the Darbe Mehr build-
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ing by Ervad Bahmansha Sanjana one
of the rare class of the Athornans capable
of performing Nirang ¢ Din ceremonies,

The 7th World Zoroastrian Congress
left a glow of warm memories carried
away by all those who attended it - the
social intention was therc and a spirit for
survival was greatly in evidence; but as
to whether the Mazdayasnie Zar-
athushtrian Dagna will continue 1o sur-
vive in this new environment remains 1o
be seen. When the day dawns that a
Varasiaji bull is consecrated at Texas,
an Aderan sacred fire is consecrated in a
holy Fire Temple building { not a social
Darbe Mehr building where the Dadgah
fire is lit and put out at daily conve-
nience for the benefit of the people at-
tending social functions ) and a full tme
paid Panthaky - Athornan Saheb is ap-
pointed 1o service the spiritual needs of
the community. That will be the day -
shrouded in the mists of time ahead -
when it may be said that Yes, the Zoro-
astrian faith will survive ;and its follow-
ers the Zoroastrian people, in their new
North American homeland.

AFTER THE CONGRESS - LEC-
TURES IN U. 5. A. AND CANADA

Dame Meher then proceeded 1o Dal-
las to give Zoroastrian religious lectures
to the North Texas Zoroastrian
Association,ably organised and hosted
by Shiavax & Shirin Tengra, who was
President of the N.T.Z.A; and to Phila-
delphia where Mr. & Mrs, Freny &
Jamshed Ranji and Dr& DR Mrs.
Toorkey, past and present Presidents of
ZAPN] aranged hospitality and lec-
tures for the Mew Jersey - Philadelphia
Zoroastrian Community. A community
get - together dinner function was
organised in each place.In both places
the community members were planning
1o construct their own halls/centers. The
concluding Community lecture func-

tion was held in the DarbeMehr at
Toronto ably organized by Dr. Jehan
Bagli and Mr Sam Vesuna, President of
Ontario Z. Anjuman., with Ervad
Bomansha Kotwal as presiding
mobed.The heartening progress in
Canada is to see a second generation of
young athornans being inducted through
the navar ceremony in Bombay, as re-
cently were the sons of Ervad Firdosh
and Osti Chisty Balsara, voung ervads
ZLaheer and Farhad.

Dame Meher also visited and gave
lectures and seminars through the Medi-
cina Alternativa, and Inter Faith Depts.

OF the Zoroastrian College in New-
York,at the United Nations; Arizona at
the World University and in South
America Ecuador for a week where ZC
dept . is active. More about this in the
continativon issuc.

ON SUNDAY 25TH MARCH AT
RUSSIAN CULTURAL CENTRE,
PEDDER RD, THE India Book relcase
function is being held from 10am 1o
Ipm when Shahnameh films RUSTOM
& SOHRAB Tajuik films will be shown.
Free passes are available from
Mazdayasnie Monasterie officel6th-
20th March.iel 2660214 2-5pm only

(3) 3rd February 2001
at Toronto Darb e
Meher with

Dr Jehangir Medora
vexillographer, Parsi
flag designer

(4 and 5) 27th January
2001 at Philadelphia
with Mrs Freny Ranji,
Dr Toorkey Ervad Adi
Unwalla and others

T
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At :-

1. Swiss Cheese Garden (Tel: 6817413)

Fondu, Raclette, Rosti, etc. We also serve Indian food.
Lunch/Dinner throughout the week

2. Greenfields Jazz Garden (Tel: 6817412)
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Legacy entombed

Avesta publications, coins, Congress
literature, religious implements are some
of the items in the time capsule, buried
at the Houston Zoroastrian Center

Armavaz 5. Mama

A fleet of cars zoomed away from the J.
W. Marriott Hotel immediately after the
ceremonial luncheon which witnessed
the presentation of the World Zarathushti
Awards. Reaching the sleck low-slung
elegance of the Houston Zarathushti
Heritage and Culwral Center, the venue
for the burial of a time capsule. the

Clockwise from top right: Houston
Cenrer; time capsule flanked by
Mehra (left) and Sanjana (Photo: Noshir
Mehdom); engraved sealing rile

visiting Zarathushtis witnessed a srdy
sealed metal eylinder readily located be-
side an appropriately hollowed spot in
the Center's atrium.
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Alberta’s Firdosh Mehia, vice presi-
dent of the Federation of Zoroastrian
Anjumans of North America (FEZANA)
who had conceived the idea of the ume
capsule, gave a synopsis of the concept
and the contents 1o the gathering as they
downed tea, jalebi and bhajias served by
the organizers. Searching for a container

thar would “outlast its
contents.” Mehta said
he came across three
lime capsule special-
ists, the actual producer
being located with the
help of Bomi Patel of
| California. Though
Farrokh Mistree, then
program committee
co-chair had “told me
o go ahead with the
idea,” Mehta said thai
he had o find inde-
pendent funding for his
scheme’s US 5 2,000 budget as per the
dircctives that ruled all the heritage and
other projects of the Congress, acknowl-
edging donations that came in cash and
Kind.

I was ready to accept any article for
inclusion if it was of Zarathushti origin
or interest,” noted Mehta, thanking the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet {BPP) for send-

ing silver miniatures of the ijashni cer-
emony alal including such details as
pan, sopari and kharak. Also sealed in
was the banner of the Second Interna-
tional Avesta Conference held in Alberta
in 1999: pamphlets and flyers of the
Seventh World Zoroastrian Congress:
the platinum jubilee souvenir publica-
tion of the Delhi Parsi Anjuman; a his-
torical account of the Iranshah: a com-
plete package of information regarding
institutions and outstanding persons of
fakistan sent by Toxy Cowasjee, presi-
dent of the Karachi Zarthosti Banu
Mandal (KZBM): coins, postage stamps
and mementoes commemorating indi-
vidual Zarathushti achievements; Avesta
pubhications of the BPP and FEZANA;
information regarding vouths and youth
conferences; directories of the various
associations: a commemorative volume
of Mehli Mehta's performances pub-
lished by the Time and Talents Club;
Marzban Giara's book Global Direc-
tory of Zovoastrian Fire Temples: 1ssues
of Parsiana and Zoroastrian Studies’
publication {/shea; two cookbooks —
Manna of the Angels published by the
KZBM and Bhicoo Manekshaw's Tra-
ditional Food and Customs of the Parsis;
CIC.

Admitting a North Amencan bias
because “much of the information came
from here,” Mehta assured the gathering
that “Everyone was asked... Whatever
was sent o us was included, except
textiles,” in answer to a query whether
the lranian community’s contribution
had been sought.

Paying tribute to Houston's Purve
Rustomji who “ended up doing most of
the work,” Mehta jested, “Aban (Pur-
vez's wife) says he even talked about it
in his sleep!”

Houston's residential professional
priest Ervad Bomansha Sanjana led the
humbandagi at the start of the proceed-
ings and prayed the Spendarmad seta-
yashni as the capsule was lowered into
the earth. A suitably engraved granite
slab sealed the cavity for the next 50
years. The capsule is meant to be ex-
humed in 20350,

In his welcome address Zoroastrian
Association of Houston (ZAH) presi-
dent Farrokh Firozgary thanked Sanjana
and ZAH's 12 volunteer mobeds who
do all ceremonies gratis and provided a
brief historical background to the Cen
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ter; How donations from Mehraban
Zartoshty and the Bhandara family en-
abled them toinitially erectahall, kitchen
and rest rooms on four acres of the land

“| was ready to
accept any article
for inclusion if it was
of Zarathushti origin
or interest”

given by a group of philanthropic fami-
lies from Austin and Dallas. The second
phase, including the atrium and adjoin-
ing rooms for Sunday school and a li-
brary, were financed by Yezdi and
Shernaz Si.!hwa, noted Firozgary. The
car park v readied just in time for this
event by the local community pooling
their resources. Firozgary bade the vis-
iting Zarathoshtis to return and help
their Houstonian coreligionists’ project
to fence in 10 acres of land with the aim
of establishing a residential society.

“Himmar thi nahi apai taw dhasii thi
aapjo, pun aapjo (If you cannot give
fearlessly, give fearfully, but give),” ban-
tered Mehta.

With the Compliments of

BILMAT

sanitary fittings

73, Nagindas Master Road
Fort, Bombay 400023
Phones: 2653310 » 2652091

THE BOMBAY BUILDING MATERIALS TRADING CO.

~

B& Farsana March 2007



-Ir!""f

SeLVeL

Dublicity & Conoultants ied.

REGD. OFFICE :  RAVINDRA ANNEXE, 4th FLOOR, 194 DINSHAW VATCHA ROAD,
CHURCHGATE, MUMBAI - 400 020.
TEL : 202 6512, 202 7560, 202 4670, 285 5685
FAX : 204 1970, E-mail :selvel@vsnl.com

www.selvel.com

BRANCHES : AHMEDABAD, BANGALORE, BHOPAL, CHENNAI, COIMBATORE,
GOA (PANJIM), HYDERABAD, INDORE, NAGPUR, PUNE,
VISAKHAPATNAM.

WELCOMES YOU TO NEW MILLENNIUM YEAR 2000
The Age of Information Technology, Media & e-Commerce




TWZC

The Zarathushti spirit on track

For two days the young and the young at heart
participated in the World Zarathushti Games at Houston

They came from every corner of the
globe, Over 400 Zarathushi sports en-
thusiasts flocked 1o Houston, Texas and
its unexpected low temperatures. Greet-
ings and laughter filled the room as
relatives and friends met each other on
December 25, 2000 at the J. W. Marriotl
hotel where they collected their registra-
ton package. There was frustration as
well for athletes who had not registered
properly. The glut of Zarathushtis was
more than the prestigious Nive-star hotel’s
heating system could manage.

With stoic indifference 1o the cold
and frustration the yvoung and old fol-
lowers of the faith piled on the buses at
T a.m. on December 26 and headed for
Klein School, the setting of the Seventh
World Zarathushti Games.
There was an assembly of
people as well as an assembly
of emotions. The arrogant and
the humble were there with
hearts burning with national-
ism holding aloft the fag of
their nation to the sound of its
national anthem in front of
family and friends. Adding to
this scene, the Houston cheer-
leaders entertained and rallied
the crowd. The Olympic torch
followed, carried proudly by
Houstoman Justin Mody who
circled the gym so that all
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Darius Khosravian

wold be inspired by its glow. The torch
was then passed o Ervad Bomansha
Sanjana to light the *diva’ and recite a
short benediction. The US and Cana-
dian national anthems followed, sung
proudly and with gusto by Sonia Behrana
and Vista Pourbahrami respectively. The
Westbury School Brigade dancers
dazzled the crowd with their show, A
few short welcome speeches were then
presented by the sports co-chairs Rustom
Khosravian of Houston and Artemis
Javanshir of California (Bijan Khosra-
viani spoke in her absence), and also by
the Congress co-chairs Dolly Dastoor
and Homi Davier. To enhance the Olym-
pic spint and to everyone's surprise, 4
celebrity speaker was introduced 1o the

Tap: Mody, Jal Sethna
aned Sanjana of opening
pravers; Ervad Asphean-
diar Dadachangji in the
table tennis tournament
and the awards stage

crowd. He was Houstonian Steven
Lopez. tae kwon do gold medallistat the
Sydney Olympics. Loper shared his
Olympic expenence o encourage the
athletes even further. Then the Games
began.

Over land, water, and air Zarathushtis
used wit and muscle to conguer compe-
tition. In the swimming events, Housto-
nian Tanya Noble stole gold in the 25
vard (yd) freesiyle, backstroke and
breaststroke, dominating the under 13
boys and girls. The 14-20vearold males”
bracket presented an exciting rivalry
between Pakistani Narus Shekdar and
Californian Bahram Parineh. Both came
up even with two golds and two silver
miedals in the 50 vd freestyle, back-
stroke, breaststroke and 4 x 25
yd individual medley events. In-
dian swimming sensation Zeba
Wadia gained much wealth as
she eamed four gold medals in
50 vd freestyle. backstroke.
breaststroke and 4 x 25 yd indi-
vidual medley. Though the 20
yvears and above cvents were
commanded by men with
Farshad Bakhivari of Massachu-
setts winning the gold in 50 yd
freestyle and Xerxes Commis-
sariat of Texas winning the gold
in 50 vd breaststroke, an elated
victory came when Houstonian
Anita Wolfe let the gold
rest on a more feminine
neck as she won the 50 vd
backstroke by more than
three seconds from her
closest male rival. The
women in the natatorium
screamed in elation and
appreciation of the champ.
Another exhilarating race
was the 4 x 50 yd multinational freestyle
relay except that two teams were striv-
ing for a silver medal. The gold was
comfortably won by Commissariat,
Shekdar, Farzain Malbari and Karmin
Gueder. The race for the silver was
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gruelingly close but Bakhtyari, Bahman
Yazdani, Ramesch Izedian and Wistasb
Kushesh must have had longer fingers
as they won silver by four milliseconds.

Track and field events tested the tol-
erance of the participants in close o
freezing temperature of 34° Fahrenheit,
Mitra Mchta of Texas took gold in the
100 meters (m) in the girls under 13 age
bracket and Vandad Pourbahrami of
British Columbia, Canada for the corre-
sponding boys' event. In both the adult
100 mand 400 mdash, India’sMchmosh
Bamboat and Feroza Engineer emerged
winners in the men and women’s cat-
egories. Michigan's Yazad Lala won
the men’s 1,500 m final while Zeenia
Challa of Texas won gold for the
women's 1,500 m. In the 4 x 100 m
men's relay the team “Wings" consist-
ing of Justin Mody, Berzin Bhandara,
Meville Sorab and Lala claimed gold.
The women's 4 x 100 m relay was won
by the “Speed Racers” consisting of
Challa and the three Behramsha sisters,
Zarin, Kashmira and Jasmine. The shot-
put men'’s final produced gold medallist
Zubin Irani of California while the
women's resulted in India’s Engineer
being the winner. In the discus throw,

Houstonian Mody stwole the gold by
beating the closest competition by five
meters. New Yorker Vista Kushesh
received gold in the women’s discus
throw.

As the basketball referces were le-
nient on the fouls, the games proved to
be hoth intense and rough. But team
“Good Fellas” from Boston disregarded
this as they won the gold medal with

Track and field events
tested the tolerance
of the participants
in close to freezing
temperature

players Cyrus Commissariat, Arjang
Kasravi, Shahram Khosraviani, Shah-
nam Khosraviani, Farshad Bakhtyari,
Sam Bastani, Hooman Shad and Arman
Teherani. The junior basketball event
had the *Misfiis” as the champions, This
team consisted of Kaiwan Dadachanji,
Faridun Dadachanji, Shirelle Nable,
Tanya Noble, Malcolm Irani, Ryan
Namiri and Roxanne Mody.
Volleyball drew the largest, and

sometimes the loudest, crowds. More
Houstonians became richer as the home
team awkwardly named the “Rubber
Duckies” ok gold medals, thanks o
Zarin Behramsha, Faredun Bhader,
Shaki Commissariat, Khodi Irani, Erik
Kelawala, Jal Sethna, Veera Sidhwa,
Mehernosh Sodawaterwala and Darius
Wania. To get these medals the Houston
team had 1o face Texas rivals ZANT
from Dallas, winning two games out of
three.

And last but not the least table tennis
had its moment in the spotlight. Men’s
singles champion Farzaan Pudumjee of
India and women's singles champion
Villi Bhappu of Houston proved the
finesse needed to excel in the sport.
Percy Behramsha and Behramjee
Ghadially won the men’s doubles while
Bhappu and Rustom Challa won the
mixed doublesshowing viewers the con-
centration needed to stay organized in
this fast-paced game,

With 57 in the kitty, 19 of them gold,
the US dominated the medal standings.
India and Canada earned a total of 13
medalseach. However, Indiadominated
the swimming and track and field events
bagging 10 golds out of a total of their

With compliments from

B. B. GARDA & SONS

10 B. J. Road, Poona 411001
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13, aremarkable feat. Pakistan won four
medals and UK picked up one silver.

The masterminds behind this great
sport tournament, the Houslon Zara-
thushti Sports Committee, had their work
cut out for them once they accepled the
task. They sacrificed time and worked
hard so that the games would be superior
to all such community events and for
that the Zoroastrian athletes around the
world are forever grateful.

The Seventh World Zarathushti
Games came to an end on December
27, 2000. On December 30, Zoroas-
trian cheerleaders introduced the
award ceremony with a dance number
that they had been rehearsing for many
days and were rewarded with a stand-
ing ovation. Athletes young and ma-
tured were called up to shake the hands
of the major sports donors,
Tradewinds’ Ken Bhappu, Federation
of Zoroastrian Associations of North
America president Framroze Patel and
Traditional Mazdayasni Zoroastrian
Anjuman president Tahamtan Aresh
while mothers and fathers burst with
pride as they watched their son or
daughter receive their medal and stand
on the gold, silver or bronze podium,
Confidence in the athletes was at an
all-time high and photographic flashes
lit the room. As the lights dimmed so
did the flame. The last organized sports
event of the century had truly served
its purpose, uniting Zarathushtis from
around the world,

Swimming

Boys and girls under 13

25 yd Freestyle: 1. Tanya Noble; 2.
Lauren Wolfe; 3. Kaiwan Dahmubed.
2% yd Backstroke: 1. Tanya Noble; 2.
Farrahnaz Bulsara; 3. Lauren Wolfe.
25 yd Breaststroke: 1. Tanya Noble; 2,
Lauren Wolfe; 3. Farrahnaz Bulsara,
14 to 20-year-old females

50 yd Freestyle: 1. Zeba Wadia; 2.
Shireen Irani; 3. Karmin Guazder,

50 yd Backstroke: 1. Zeba Wadia; 2.
Shireen Irani; 3. Deena Guader.

50 yd Breaststroke: 1. Zeba Wadia; 2.
Shireen Irani; 3. Deena Guzder.

4 x 25 yd Individual Medley: 1. Zeba
Wadia; 2. Shireen Irani; 3. Karmin
Guzder.

14 to 20-year-old males

50 yd Freestyle: 1, Bahram Parineh; 2.
MNarius Shekdar; 3. Arya Iranpour,

50 yd Backstroke: 1. Marius Shekdar; 2.
Bahram Parinch; 3. Cyrus Dadachanji.
50 yd Breaststroke: 1. Bahram Parinch;

2. Narius Shekdar; 3. Arya Iranpour.

4 x 25 yd Individual Medley: 1. Narius
Shekdar; 2. Bahram Parineh; 3. Arya
Iranpour.

20) years plus male and female

50 yd Freestyle: 1. Farshad Bakhtyari;
2. Farzain Malbari; 3. Xerxes Commis-
sariat,

50 yd Backstroke: Anita Wolfe; 2.
Farzain Malbari; 3. Ramesch Izedian.
50 vd Breaststroke: 1. Xerxes Commis-
sariat; 2. Farzain Malbari; 3. Anita Wolfe.

Track and ficld events

Girls under 13

100 m final: 1. Mitra Mehta; 2. Naomi
Bhappu.

Boys under 13

100 m: 1. Vandad Pourbahrami; 2. Sam
WVesuna; 3. Kaiwan Dadachanji,
Women

100 m: 1. Feroza Engineer; 2. Ava Lala;
3. Shirelle Noble.

Men

100 m: 1. Mehrnosh Bamboat; 2. Neville
Sorab; 3. Zubin [rani.

Women

400 Meters Final: 1, Feroza Engineer; 2.
Ava Lala; 3. Shirelle Naoble,

Men

400 m: Mehrnosh Bamboat; 2. Yazad
Lala; 3. Zubin Irani.

Women

1,500 m: 1. Zeenia Challa,

Men

1,500 m: 1. Yazad Lala; 2. Ardeshir
Dabestani; 3. Kershaw Patel.

Women

Shot-put: 1. Feroza Engineer; 2. Kainaz
Mistry.

Men i

Shot-put: 1. Zubin Irani; 2. Rohinton
Moble; 3. Justin Mody.

Women

Discus throw: 1. Vista Kushesh; 2.
Kazvean Peddar; 3. Kainaz Mistry.
Men

Discus throw: 1. Justin Mody; 2.
Houshang Jangi; 3. Zubin Irani.

Table tennis

* Men's singles; 1. Farzaan Pudumjee; 2.

Sohrab Fracis; 3. Malcolm Variava.
Women's singles: 1. Villi Bhappu; 2.
Chisti Dadachanji; 3. Delnavaz Mistry.
Men'sdoubles: 1. Percy Behramshaand
Behramjee Ghadially; 2. Malcolm
Wariava and Yazdin Mistry.

Mixed doubles: 1. Villi Bhappu and
Rustom Challa; 2. Yazdin Mistry and
Delnavaz Mistry; 3. Sohrab Fracis and
Afreed Mistry.
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The sound of music

The first ever Zoroastrian orchestra
performed at the opening night of the Congress

Cyrus Mehta

The idea of a World Zoroastrian Or-
chestra came into being over two years
ago when a group of young Zarathushti
musicians performed admirably under
Piroozi Cooper at the North American
Zoroastrian Congress in Rye, New York.

Several months later, this writer, a
lawyer and amateur violinist, initiated a
search for musicians all over the Zoro-
astrian world. Piroozi, an oboist, and her
brother Farobag Cooper, conductor of
the Chicago Philharmonia, helped in
this effort. Later Adil Mehta, another
conducior, also pitched in.

After countless hours, hundreds of e-
mails and many telephone conversa-
tions, the idea bore fruit on the evening
of December 28, 2000, the opening night
of the Congress. The orchestra featured
the work of Bombay-based Parsi com-
poser Meher Madon-Jansen. Soprano
Dilshad Khambaualiltingly sang Jashmé
from Madon-Jansen’s larger oratorio
Ahura. Ably accompanied by [lutist
Ayesha Dastur and string orchestra,
Khambatia enthralled the audience with
a beautiful melody based on words from
the Avesta.

Pianist Sorab Wadia then passion-

Cooper conducting the World Zoroas-
trian Orchestra Photo: Noshir Medhora
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ately performed the First Movement of
Sergi Rachmaninofl’s Piane Concerio
Neo. 2. The orchestra, under Farobag's
inspirational leadership, complemented
Wadia in this daringly romantic work.

The orchestraalsosparkled with well-
known works — Johann Strauss’ Blue
Danube waltz, Ouo Nicolai's Merry
Wives of Windsor and highlights from
Georges Bizet's Carmen. Adil Mchia
competently conducted the last two
works, which also brought out the virtu-
osity of concertmaster, Jamshed Turel.
Young trumpeter Firdosh Khambatta
played the solos in the Chanson du To-
reador of Carmen with great flourish
and aplomb. The surprise of the evening
was a delightful rendition of Chhaivé
Hamé Zarathoshri, specially arranged
for symphony orchestraby Farobag Coo-

r.

Abouwt 23 Zoroastrian musicians from
the US, Canada, Australia and India
collaborated with an equal number of
musicians fromthe Houston Symphony,
Houston Grand Opera and other local
orchestras. This novel experiment en-
abled Zoroastrian musicians to rehearse,
learn and perform with some of the
finest professionals in the country. The
Zoroastrian musicians, many of whom
major in music performance, played all

the solos.

The experience of playing in the first
ever Zoroastrian orchestra can best be
summed up in the words of Firdosh
Khambatta: “I"ve always felt that music
and the arts were short-sided in the Zo-
roastrian community, except for Zubin
Mehta. [ must say that the best part of
playving in the Orchestra was simply
listening to the principal horn player of
the Houston Symphony. He was beyond
amazing — never scratching a single
note and playing every passage with the
utmost precision and clarity. He truly
was an inspiration for me..."

It is hoped that there will be many
more such endeavors 1o encourage and
showcase the talents of Zoroastrians who
have chosen music as a vocation.

Iranian Zoranthem
Dawn lights armive

Rooster cry

Through the king's palace
Hear the beats blast

As the morning mist
Washed the rose trace
Risen up the youths
Wash up the face

Sing Ashem Vohu
Say Yatha Ahu
Say Yatha Ahu
Sing Ashem Vohu

Rise mobeda, lighten up fire

Burn the darkness, by the entire
Count as alive, endear the faith
Turn not the face, God's given grace

Sing Ashem Vohu...

Turn not the face
OIf the gold place
Pay the whole regard
Wise words reward

Tell truth at all

Sing it all again
Search for Truth
Say Truth again

Sing Ashem Vohu...

English rendition by Dr Khosro Mehrfar of the
Farsi lyrics of the late Prof Pour-e-Davoud
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Well booked

The largest collection of books by and about
Zoroastrians was on display at the Congress

Arnavaz 5. Mama

Posters from London’s celebrated Mil-
lennium Dome, where Zoroastrianism
had been displayed as one of the nine
major religions of the UK, lined the
walls of the J. W. Marriott Hotel's Aus-
tin Room. Rows of tables and shelves
displayed a multitude of publications by
and about Zoroastrians — the largest
collection of such books in any one
place — conveyed from London by the
crateful. Sponsored by the Zoroastrian
Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE) which
rightfully prides itself on its library, the
comprehensive array of over 400 books
had been compiled by ZTFE librarian
and co-secretary Malcolm Deboo. Spe-
cial editions on display jostled with new
publications and journals which were

avatlable for cash sale against British
pounds or US dollars only. Direct orders
to publishers had also been provided
for.

Throngs of people crammed the cor-
ridor outside for the ceremonial opening
of the International Book Fair and Exhi-
bition by one of the most respected men
in the Zoroastrian world — the diminu-

tive Mehraban Zanoshty whose personal
simplicity belied the magnificence of
his contribution to the community in all
parts of the world, as acknowledged
Congress executive board member
Sarosh Manekshaw. As ZTFE president
Dorab Mistry informed the gathering,
the London community had acquired
large new premises at Harrow thanks to

T TOROMSTRAN s

g

the financial support of the Zartoshty
family. Zartoshty had been very ill ear-
lier in the vear, hence his presence at the
Congress was greeted with undisguised
Jjoy by the community.

An emotional Zartoshty acknowl-
edged the ovation by thanking God who
at his “advanced age and health” per-
mitted him to attend this “fantastic gath-
ering.”

Excusing himself for his soft deliv-
ery — “unfortunately, | am not a speaker™
— Zarnoshty gave a brief history of the
ZTFE and how it was founded 139 years
ago by six members of the community
from India as also the involvement of
scholar K. R. Cama, then in London to
represent his family business. Noting
how he had personally lost out on the
reading habit because “70 years ago
students were not allowed to read any-
thing except school lextbooks,” he ad-
vised young parents to try and encour-
age their children to read.

An exultant Deboo, who with his co-
secretary Porus Jilla had spent over 24
consecutive hours arranging the display,

From left:
Manekshaw:;
Paridokht and
Mehraban
Zartoshry, Dolly
Dasteor, Rustomji,
Mistry and Deboo
Below: Posters and
pruiblications on
display
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told the gathering that the ZTFE library
would never have reached its present
sophistication had it not been for
Zartoshty generosity.

The ZTFE library is a tale of hidden
treasure resurrected from the basement
some years ago. Among the finds was
the Gujarati handwritten original consti-
tution dating to 1861 and the correspon-

More than 12
translations of the
Gathas were on
display/sale

dence of founder Muncherjee Cama,
Dadabhai Naoroji and others, One of the
ZTFE’s founding clauses was 1o pur-
chase, publish or assist in the publica-
tion of Zoroastrian literature with the
object of advancing the study and dis-
semination of information regarding the
Zoroastrian faith, noted Deboo in his
preface to the compiled list of books for
the Fair. Accordingly Cama sponsored
the English translation of Prof Spiegel’s
German rendition, Avesta: the sacred
book of the Parsees in three volumes.
“This book is the first available English
translation of the Avesta, translated by
Arthur Henry Bleek and it predates
Geldner,” noted Deboo quoting re-
nowned Zoroastrian scholar J. J. Modi
as his source of information. Another
book with whose publication the ZTFE
was connected was Dastur Maneck
Dhalla's original edition of History of
Zoroastrianism. More recently the ZTFE
assisted the publication of Dr Rashna
Writer's Contemporary Zoroastrians:
An Unstructured Nation and sponsored
Bhownaggree: Britain's First Conser-
vative Asian MP by Prof John Hinnells
and Omar Ralph. According to Deboo
the “ZTFE raised the lion’s share to
assist Dastur (Dr) Firoze Kotwal incom-
pleting his work on the Herbadistanand
Nirangistan.”

. More than 12 translations of the
Gathas were on display/sale as well as
books on history illustrated by military
historians, said Deboo at the inaugural
function as he thanked Purvez, Aban
and Nerina Rustomji of Houston at whose
place the books had been stored as they
arrived for the show. “Their house be-
came a warchouse,” noted Deboo apolo-
getically but Aban, a professional librar-
ian, exclaimed, “I can’t tell you how
excited I am to see so many Zoroastrian
bﬁﬂks[“
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New books at the Congress

Seven titles were introduced at the first ever Zoroastrian book launch

She is a Parsi from Houston and one of
South Asian literature's most highly-
recognized writers in English. It was
only fitting that Bapsi Sidhwa — inter-
nationally acclaimed author and
Houston's most famous Zoroastrian —
hosted the first-ever Zoroastrian book
launch.

The launch, like the international
Zoroastrian book fair inaugurated just
an hour earlier, was one of the official
legacy projects of the Seventh World
Zoroastrian Congress. Conceived and
organized by Congress cochair Dr Dolly
Dastoor, the legacy project specially
commissioned two works for the book
launch as a tribute to two key North
American Zoroastrian scholars, Dr
Farhang Mehr and Prof Kaikhosrov
Irani. As Dastoor and her team learned
of other books being published, they
saw the potential to celebrate Zoroas-
trian books as a genre — and expanded
the launch to include seven titles.

“You are our torchbearers,” Sidhwa
said to each author. Presiding over the
event, she wove commentary, wit and
respect for her fellow authors as she
introduced the seven newly-published
books. They ranged from Iranian to Parsi
in focus; from photos to religious texts;
from arts to academia; and from univer-
sity press to self-published. Several of
the authors present also spoke.

The first commissioned book, Tri-
umph Over Discrimination: the Life
Story of Farhang Melirby Boston Globe
editor Lylah M. Alphonse, is a lively
biography, chronicling the struggle and
strength of Mehr's life. Iran’s former
deputy prime minister who escaped dur-
ing the Islamic revolution, a professor
emeritus of Boston University, he re-
mains a scholar, author and activist for
Iran's religious equality. Mehr, who was
present, spoke passionately about fight-
ing againstreligious discrimination. The
book was sponsored by Hilda and Rumi
Sethna through the World Zoroastrian
Organisation.

The second commissioned book was
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Tamina Davar

The Philosophy of Zarathushira and the
Mazdayasni Tradition by noted scholar
and lecturer Kaikhosrov Irani, professor
emeritus of Mew York's City College
which recently established a chair of
philosophy in his name. His new work
takes a wide look at the religious phi-
losophy in many facets, as well as sta-
bilities and shifts in Zoroastrian histori-
cal traditions.

One book garmered immediate atten-
tion, and quickly sold out at the book
fair. Parsis: the Zoroastrians of India —
A Phorograplic Journey is a handsome

Authors at the
Congress (clock-
wise from top left)
Irani, Mehr,
Sidhwa, Lilaowalla,
Master-Mouos,
Taraporevala and
Hinnelfls

coffee-table photo book by acclaimed
screenwriter Sooni Taraporevala (who
scripted Mira Nair's Mississippi Masala,
Salaam Bombay, as well as Such a Long
Jowrney, and Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar).
Weaving colorand black and white pho-
tos with her ethnographic personal and
historical essays. the work shows Indian
Parsi life in all its diversity. Tarapore-
vala's formerteacher, Rati Wadia, spoke
on her behalf, stressing that the book 15
a first-ever visual portrait of the com-
munity. A 20-yvear labor of love, it is
currently being praised by the media.

“That which binds you together is
more important than what divides you,”
asserted veteran scholar John Hinnells,
whorecently published Zoroastrian and
Parsi Studies: A Collection of Essays.
The book features an amay of social
histories of Parsi and Iranian Zoroas-
trign communities in India, UK and North
America. Hinnells, professor at Britain's
University of Derby, stressed the impor-
tance of writing on Zoroastrians as “liv-
ing communities” — whether one is an
insider or an outsider. Indeed, his essays
address crucial issues affecting ourcom-
munities today, including how ethnicity,
national origin, religion and multi-gen-
erational identity of Zoroastrians play
out in the diaspora.

Dame Meher Master-Moos, presi-
dent of Zoroastrian College and Mazda-
yasnie Monasterie, brought a hot-off-
the-press copy of her and noted colum-
nist Ruby Lilaowala’s Zoroastrians
Waorldwide at the Millenniwm. Thank-
ing Dastoor for encouragement, she
showed the large-size, color{ul chronol-
ogy of Zoroastrian history and indi-
vidual achievements worldwide — in-
cluding a complete list of fire-temples
around the world. Several of the launched
books were still in-progress. They in-
clude Concordance of the Gathas by Dr
Pallan Ichaporia and Helmut Humbach
of Heidelberg University — an English
translation, the Pahlavi Gatha transla-
tion, and a Sanskrit translation; as well
as A Zoroastrian Tapestry: Ant, Reli-
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gion, and Culture, a two-volume art and
cultural history work by Pheroza 1.
Godrej, long-time Bombay arts writer
and founder of Cymroza Art Gallery,
and researcher/writer associated with
Zoroastrian Studies Firoza Punthakey-
Mistree,

Sidhwa, who was later honored into
the Congress “Daughters of Mashyani”
Hall of Fame, autends conferences and
launches galore — and was deeply
touched to preside over an event honor-
ing creativity amongst her own. She
recently saw her novel Cracking India
become Deepa Mehta's powerful film
Earth. Set amidst the religious blood-
shed of India’s 1947 Partition, as seen
through the eyes of a Parsi girl, Earth
was India's entry for the Academy
Awards. The book and film were in-
cluded in then US President Clinton's
South Asia 2000 trip briefing kit. Along
with Canada’s highly recognized author
Rohinton Mistry, Sidhwa is a huge pres-
ence in literature — and, like Mistry,
writes consistently on Parsi culiure and
identity.

Despite public perception fuelled by

the Parsis themselves — that Zoroastri-
anism and its adherents are “dying out™
— the book launch and fair validated
our presence as a pluralistic but strong
community. More significantly, the
events reflected that we are producers of
writers and creative artists whoare proud
of theiridentity —and feel compelled o
record and explore it for the community
and the world.

Tamina Davar is a New York-based publicist,
porformance artist and former contribuling
editor for A. Magazing: Insidé Asian Amenica.
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TWZC

entertainment!

From rendering Choli ke pichhey to a Persian bazaar,
the Congress entertainment fare had a global twist

Arnavaz S. Mama

In contrast 1o earlier World Zoroastrian
Congresses where entertainment re-
mained on the fringe, the TWZC wove it
into the tapestry of offerings. Moreover,
it was entertainment with a global twist
— Iranian and Indian and several shades
of American adding to the resonance of

B4 Farsang March 2001

European classical music.

After a two-hour lunch break that
followed the inaugural, the same aren
was the scene of variety entertainment
presented by Zoroastrians from around
the world, beginning with the Chicago
Zarathustu Choir (CZC) singing Hous-
ton chale (Let’s go to Houston), The
CZC is said to be a regular feature in

Chicago where, among others, they sing
Gujarat songs composed and conducted
by Aban Daboo.

Young Jamshed Meherhomji of
Karachi plaved selections from J. S.
Bach and Frédéric Chopin while the
host anjuman’s children provided a
Texan dance and Naznin Rao of Ahme-
dabad presented a Kathak performance.

Minoo Jokhi of Bombay electrified
the audience with his dexterity with fig-

Clockwise from rop lefi: Sinedhi
dancers (Photo: Noshir Medhora); Mexican
appeal: Cyrus Melwa (inset) and
Coaper with the World Zoroastrian
Orchestira: ZAGNY dancers
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Left to right

{ 1st row): Houston's Modern Dance Group: Minoo Jokhi (Prhotos: Noshir K. Medhora)

(2nd row): Come all ve to learm the Texan rwo step!; Meherhomji ar piano and inset

{(3rd row): Adi Tamboly (Photo: Noshir Medhom); Seina evoking Solrab and Rustam; palanquing
and piroueites in a Persian market

comtinued on page 206
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TWZC

To America, with love

A project to financially assist 21 youths to attend
the Congress materialized thanks to the efforts of the Rustomjis

For 21 bright young sparks varying in
age between 15 and 23, the Seventh
World Zoroastrian Congress (TWZC)
was proof that brethren across the seas
were ready to extend a hand of opportu-
nity if you had the ability, the will 1o
prove it and a yen for community in-
volvement.

Sponsored under the
Zarathushti Field Students
(ZFS) project. their air
transportation o Houston,
Congress registration and
banguet-ting charges (an
estimated US 5 1,500 per
person) were lnanced
through donations. Host
familics in Houston naot
only opened their homes
and welcomed the students
to their tables during the
25-day sojourn (Decem-
ber 20, 2000 o January
15, 2001y but provided en-
tertainment with sightseeing, shopping
trips and other outings.

It was Houston's Purvez and Aban
Rustomji who conceived the idea of
providing an opportunity to Zarathushti
youths to leam through travel and expo-
sure to a different culture as a legacy of
the TWZC. Having benefitted from such
an experience early in their lives thanks
to scholarships, the Rustomyjis say, “ll
instilled in us a sense of responsibility 1o
our immediate surroundings and also
ihelped) make an impact on issues we
have a passion for.”

The winners were finally selected by
the ZFS committee from among 155
applicants of the prescribed age group
on the basis of financial need. academic
achievement, community involvement
and a 250-word essay on “Why [ want to
attend WZC 2000.” The sponsors made
each winner a stake-holder by keeping
himv/her responsible for obtaining a US
visa, local transportation in the country
of origin and personal expenses.

The original plan envisaged a total of
30 youths with 15 to 20 being chosen

BA Farsiang March 2007

Arnavaz 5. Mama

from India. five to 10 from Iran, three 1o
five from Pakistan and three to five from
other countries. Also on the cards was a
week's stay in New York in conjunction
with the Zoroastrian community of
Greater New York though eventually
this was eliminated due 1o shortage of
o ] g 1
¥
{ it

-
T

LY

Some ZFS members and
friends (left to right, standing)
Patel, Yasmin Medhora,

Meher Rustomji, Zara
Canteenwalla, Vazifdar,
Telrani, Nazneen Khoxravian
(sitting) Iralia, Mistry, Giara,
Litaowala, Lakdawalla, Behroze
Darvwalla, Mody and Deboo
(Phato: Noshir Medhora). Riefit: Aban and
Purver Rustemyi

funds and the number of students re-
duced 1o 28. However five from Iran
were denied US wvisas and two from
India were also unable o attend.

The application forms were distrib-
uted in December 1999 and collected in
March 2000 by the designated area rep-
resentatives: India’s Mani Clubwalla,
Iran’s Dr Mahyar Ardeshiri, Pakistan's
Toxy Cowasjee and Australia’s Dr Sam
Kerr. The selections were scheduled for
June 2000 and the names of winning
candidates for India, Pakistan and Aus-
tralia announced. Since all the Iranian
applications came in Farsi, they took

somewhat longer to evaluate.

The 13 winners from India were
Bombay chorcographer Ashdeen Li-
laowala who is studying textile design;
Poona’s Ervad Faridoon Pundole, acom-
puter engineer in the making who par-
ticipated in the closing jashan; Madras’
Benazir Tehrani, a first
year BCom student who
is director of her col-
lege’s Rotary Club; Bul-
sar’s Khushnooma ltalia,
currently doing her first
year BSc in Bombay,
Farah Bala studying for
BA in Bombay’'s Si
Xavier's College and in-
volved with theater, mu-
sic and debating; Rotaract
member and commerce
graduate Yazdin Mistry of
Bombay study-
ing to be a char-
tered accoun-
tant; active scoul
Kaizad Deboo
studying eco-
nomics in
Bombay: Bom-
bay's Dilnaz Karkaria, a junior college
commerce student; MCom student and
NCC (National Cadet Corps) member
Bakhtaver Pastakia of Bombay: Jam-
shedpur’s Tushna Vazifdar, active in
school and community affairs, fond of
dramatics and wriling for newspapers;
first year students Farzeen Lakdawalla
of Bombay and Mcher Maody of Poona;
and Ahmedabad’s Binafir Patel, poet

-and fashion model who submitted the

ZF5 essay in verse.

Pakistan's three winners were Spi-
taman Shroff and Narius Shekdar, both
from Karachi, the latter a sportsman
who participated in the Zarathushii
Games; and high schooler Kaizad Giara
of Queuna, the youngest of the 21, witha
penchant for dancing and music.

Third year cngineering student, ca-
det and debater Farhad Billimoria and
first year engineering student. pianist
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and sportsperson Faraz Demehri came
from Australia.

Kerman's Kaweh Behzadeh who is
interested in starting a world youth fo-
rum, Tehran's Paymaneh Saroushpoor
who works for a Zarathushti magazine
and high schooler Sima Bina from Shiraz
were the winners from [ran
who were able to come.

Though the Rustomijis
had been thinking about
this project for along time,
itfell into place ataridicu-
lously inappropriate time

The winners

were finally

selected by
the ZFS

had to give up on the project or my
regular public relations work. We had a
clear goal and this goal helped to keep
us from self-pity and defeat,” adds Aban
who co-chaired the Congress public re-
lations commitlee with FEZANA
Journal’s editor-in-chief Roshan

Rivetna,
The Rustomjis say
they are urging

FEZANA to make the
ZFS a part of the bien-
nial Morth American
Congresses: “This will

and place: Afteramassive : help share our bountiful
accident, while the attend- committee resources with those
ing doctors expressed  from among whoneed it the mostand

doubts that he would ever
walk again, a delirious
Purvez told his wife he
wanted to sponsor 1,000 studemis! “He
is always the dreamer and [ am the
realist so we went back and forth and we
decided that we should raise money for
30." notes Aban.

“Six months later we were working
towards it with Purvez in the wheel-
chair, in a cast, in a contraption that
looked like he was ready 1o go into
space. But, never did we once feel we

155 applicants

where it will give
Zarathushti youth a big
uplift.” They also intend
to remain in touch with “all 21 of these
bright young potential leaders of our
community.”

In a way the ZFS is an answer (o the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet's comments
at meelings of the Federation of Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjumans of Indiathatthose
who've benefitted from educational
grants are not responding to their pleas
to beef up the educational funds.

THE[KD

PARSIANA
BOOK OF

The Iranian names of boys and girls
along with their meanings which
originally appeared in Parsiana have
now been reprinted in an attractive
24-page booklet. The book, which is
priced at Rs 40, is available on sale at:

Kaiser-E-Hind, 300 Perin Mariman

Street, Behind Reserve

Bank of India,

Fort, Bombay 400001.

Faredcon and

Burjor Sandalwood Shop,
Princess Street,
Bombay 400002.

Union Press, 13, Homji Street,
Bombay 400001,

L2
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Regional Offices: Calcutta, Chennai, Mumbai, New Delhi, Pune
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A Member of the FAG
Kugelfischer Group

FAG Bearings India Limited
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TWZC

Team Congress

Much to Parsiana’s regret, the profu-
sion and diversity of the Congress pro-
gram left scant time and energy to meet
the many people behind the event. There
was much to be appreciated in Homi
Davier's tautology: “Team Congress was
a team!™

Under the Executive Board (EB)
which included Congress cochairs Dolly
Dastoor and Homi Davier; Congress
covice chairs Ardeshir Anoshiravani and
Sarosh Manekshaw; FEZANA Presi-
dent Framroze Patel; ZAH Representa-
tive Yasmin Pavri; FEZANA Congress
chair Jamshed Mistry: and treasurer
Sarosh Collector functioned a multifari-
ous steering committee (3C). The 5C’s
awards subcommittee was chaired by
Dinshaw Joshi with Yasmin Pavri as
vice chair; the entertainment subcom-
mittee was cochaired by Gordafrid Aresh
and Fereshieh Khatibi; fund raising co-
chairs Yasmin Ghadiali and Yazdi
Sidhwa; international relations Rohinton
Rivetna and Darioush Vafadari; medi-
cal chair Katie Irani; operations cochairs
Pervin Sagar and Roshan Sethna; pro-
gram coordinators Ardeshir Anoshira-
vani and Sarosh Manekshaw with the
religious track led by Pallan Ichaporia,
social and historical by Kaemerz Do-
tiwala; youth by Arash Anoshiravani,
Mazda Antia, Eric Engineer, Shanaya
Godiwalla, Armaiti Homavazir, Aaron
Rustom and Zarathushira’s vision by

EB members (left 1o right) Maneck-
shaw, Mistry, Cellector, Sethna,
Pavri. Dastoor, Patel and Davier
Photo: Noghie Mednora
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Mehrborzin Soroushian; public relations
cocharied by Roshan Riveina and Aban
Rustomji; registration and hospitality
cochaired by Rustom Engineer and
Darioush Vafadari; and sports by co-
chairs Rustom Khosravian and Artemis
Javanshir. Arnavaz Sethna was secre-
tary to the Congress and Cyrus Mehtaits
general counsel. The international rép-
resentatives were Mahyar Ardeshiri
(Iran); Toxy Cowasjee (Pakistan/Middle
East); Katayun Kapadia (Europe); Sam
Kerr (Australia/New Zealand/Hong
Kong/Singapore); Dorab Mistry (U.K.);
Homai Modi and Sheroo Master (India).

Underthis formidable lead functioned
innumerable volunteers who gave their
time and energy to organize, to help
visitors and ensure that the complicated
arrangements did not end in bedlam!!

Parsianamanaged tointerview a few
of the key people behind the Congress’
sucCess,

Arnavaz Sethna
*“Call it our labor pains,” laughed Seventh
World Zoroastrian Congress (TWZChand
FEZANA secretary Arnavaz Sethna in
response 10 Parsiana’s query regarding
the added workload created by the long
controversy that prefaced the Congress.
“Once the baby was delivered I was happy!
There were differences of opinion but
Team Congress wasateam,” she affirmed.
Always in the thick of the fray, where
most individuals would be pulling their
hair out, Scthna continued 1o smile se-
renely. “When it came to FEZANA, |
wias FEZANA secretary, when it came
to Congress, [ went by the guidelines of

the Congress,” she says, seemingly un-
mindful of the occasions when the two
organizations pursued trajectories in
conflict even though FEZANA was the
official sponsor of the Congress. Per-
haps her professional paralegal experi-
ence helped.

“*We talked about 2,000 people com-
ing... had nightmares about how we'd
control them due to the perceived differ-
ences,” Sethna admitted. The fears
seemed to have been largely the result of
the Parsis’ expectation of conflict at the
Congress. “l enjoy what I'm doing, ev-
ery minute of it,” reassures Sethna who
had taken on the responsibility of coor-

Hoshang and Arnavaz Sethna: in the
thick af the fray

dinating the entertainment at the Con-
gress over and above her other func-
tions. Work on the multimedia presenta-
tions kept them on their toes, sometimes
till 3 a.m., during the three months of
pulting it together, she noted.

Born into the Bharda family of

Bombay's famous school, Sethna had
her education in Karachi’s Mama Parsi
Girls’ High School where Madras’ Mani
Clubwalla (then Mehta) was her “hero.”
To Behram Rustomji, translatorof Dastur
Maneck Dhalla’s autobiography, and
the School's Mani Contractor go her
thanks for her early involvement in so-
cial service activities on which she was
able o build after migrating tothe US 22
years ago.
" Marricd to businessman Hoshang
Sethna, son of Avestan scholar T. R.
Sethna, the couple’s umbilical cord still
binds them to their beloved Karachi
community with annual visits. And it
was the Sethnas who provided young
mobed Mehernosh Bhadha with the com-
fort and reassurance of home,

Dolly Dastoor and Yasmin Pavri
Al the end of the day EB cochair Dr
Dolly Dastoor and Houston liaison and



EB member Yasmin Pavni met with
Parsiana for a brief, off-the-cuff assess-
ment of the highs and lows of organizing
the Congress.

Getting to know a lot of new people
fromall over America, functioning asan
information corridor, getting the dias-
poric community together was a gratify-
ing experience to both of them. Dastoor
was particularly happy to have been
able to put Niloufer Clubwala in touch
with Shehemaz Joshi Verahrami regard-
ing the cancer project concerning Zara-
thushti women; Soonamai Desai, whois
working in the field of elder care, with
Dinshaw Tamboly who manages the
World Zoroastrian Organisation’s home
for the elderly in Navsari and Armaity
May, a biology major at Berkeley who
came for the orchestra, to talk about
vegetarianism. Another good thing that
came about was the initiative towards
Zarathushti Women Worldwide — the
formation of a group of professional
women.

Referring 1o Khojeste Mistree’s “en-
dorsement of diversity,” Dastoor won-
dered, “Where do we go from here?”
adding, "“There should be a permanent
body to maintain continuity. It's the
world body’s job to hold congresses,”
said Dastoor who was disappointed that
the world body did not come through.

“Ididn’texpect that [ wouldn't get to
see the Congress!"” exclaimed Pavri, who
had been too busy organizing the vari-
ous sessions 1o be able to attend them.
She was happy however that the feed-
back was very positive. "Afraid that the

Dastoor (left) and Pavri: a retrospec-
tive look at the Congress

logistics would fall apart,” she noted
that the Hotel catering department “'did
do a good job..and we had very few
people complain about the crowds.”

“People felt that a little less choice
would have been better (but we) gave
more people a chance to talk. Therefore
there was no question of resolutions.
There were no rapporteurs and nothing
to report!” noted Dasloor,

One regret was that there was scant
emphasis on health issues, particularly
infertility. But the overriding regret was
their mishandling of the original pro-
gram committee which had been sum-

marily dismissed, leading to much dis-
may among North American liberal
minded intellectuals. “It blew up in our
faces,” admitted Dastoor, explaining
how when they felt that certain mem-
bers of the original committee wouldn’t
work together, they opted for the track
system of programing and “we did not
talk to them. We took a highhanded
attitude. It was wrong of us,” noted
Dastoor apologetically,

Khorshed Jungalwala and Yezdi
Rustomji felt particularly upset because
they believed that FEZANA had ap-
pointed them. Though the other mem-
bers of the original committee accepted
other roles vis-ii-vis the Congress, these
two did not. “For a long time no one
wanted to talk about programing,” ex-
cept for Kaemerz Dotiwalaand DrPallan
Ichaporia, recalled Dastoor.

“It was a chicken and egg thing,”
added Pavrireflectively. “Noone wanted
to join and kept saying it won’t be a
balanced program. But how could there
be balance without them joining?” Even-
tually what was conceived as the future
track became the youth track taken on
by ZYNA (Zarathushti Youth of North
America). “Rumors spread around. E-
mail is wonderful but also dangerous,”
noted Pavri, adding a corollary typical

continued on page 142

Caterer

Wishing all Zoroastrians
and Iranians, Well-wishers
and Esteemed Patrons a
very Happy Jamshedi Navroze

Tel Nos: 3736136, 3736194

Mobile 98201 33399
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TWZC

‘People of the book’

Though there were several prominent
Iranian Zoroastrians that Parsiana would
have liked o introduce to its readers, the
time available to do so was circum-
scribed by the multifaceted Congress
program; hence the following three brief
sketches:

Khosrow Dabestani
The Zoroastrian member of the Iranian
Majlis (parliament) Dr
Khosrow Dabestani is
a dentist originally
hailing from Shari-
fabad who completed
his education at the
University of Tehran.
His long involve-
ment with the commu-
nity in Tehran has

|

Dabestani: taught him that it is im-
knowing portant to “teach young
scripiures Zarathushtis about their

is not enough  religion fromchildhood,

especially the Garhas.”
Butitis notenough for them o know the
scriptures and witness the ceremonies.
They need to be up-front with the gen-
eral population, he notes. The commu-
nity must encourage higher studies in all
spheres while obeying the laws of the
land where they live, he asserts,

Dabesiani feels demographics is a
major preoccupation for the commu-
nity. While India records diminishing
numbers of Zoroastrians, in Iran the
figures keep rising from the 90,000
quoted in the mid 1980s 1o 1,30,000 and
then 1,37,000. His personal estimate is
70,000 Zoroastrians in Iran,

Having conveyed the greeting from
Iranian premier Mohhamad Khatami as
well as the speaker of the Majlis, Da-
bestani told Parsiana that Khatami has
instituted a panel to review laws and
abolish those that discriminate against
the minorities in terms of blood money
and inheritance. (Traditionally, in Iran
even an accidental death of a Muslim
caused by a non-Muslim calls forth a
death penalty. In reverse circumstances
the minority family is reimbursed in
cash. Also, any member of a Zoroastrian
family who converts to Islam becomes
the sole inheritor of the family's wealth.)

According to Dabestani the Sixth
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World Zoroastrian Congress (WZC) in
Tehran led to significant benefits for the
community. The official visits with Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the coun-
try’s religious head and then President
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani led to high
publicity and new respect for the com-
munity among the people. “Khamenei
said we are monotheistic, that we are
recorded as “people of the book” in Iran.
It gave us identity. We were recognized
as the original people of Iran,” asserts
Dabestani.

Married to Gool, the Dabestanis have
five children: Ardeshir, adentist like his
father, is settled in the US; daughter
Atoosa, married, with one daughter,
practices dentistry in Iran; Rustom,
Kurush and Armin are studying in Iran.

Khosrow, the eldest of three broth-
ers, is involved with Zoroastrian affairs
in Tehran, helping with defraying of
150-200 scholarships 10 university siu-
dents every semester. Hindered by his
limited facility with English, he was
helped by brother Alyar's interpreta-
tions. A long-time denizen of North
America, Alyar owns cinemas across
the continent featuring Indian and Ira-
nian movies. Their brother Farhad lives
in [ran.

Mehrborzin Soroushian

San Diego based Mehrborzin Sorou-
shian, chairof the Zarathushira’s Vision
track, became involved in the proceed-
ings of the TWZC at the urging of
FEZANA vice president and executive
board co-vice chair
Ardeshir Anou-
shiravani and his
wife Shida. Choos-
ing participants on
the “basis of com-
petence,” Sorou-
shian says he tried
to accommodate
geographical and

Sorouwshian: doctrinal diversity
accommodating  and choose “topics
diversity of life value.”

A lelecom spe-
cialist, Soroushian came to the US in
1974 to complete his PhD at the Univer-
sity of California in Los Angeles and
stayed on. Scholastic and religious in-

terests led him o Prof Kaikhosroy Irani’s
ZAGNY (Zoroastrian Association of
Greater New York) classes which fur-
ther honed the desire to know and un-
derstand his Zarathushti past. He is ac-
tively involved with the website
www.vohuman.com which is dedicated
to the Zarathushti heritage, featuring
history and religion as well as highlight-
ing Zarathushti achievements,

Married o Mehraban Zartoshty's
daughter Mehrbanoo, the Soroushians
have two sons: Vishtasp, 18, studying at
Berkeley and Viraf, 16, who is in high
school,

Expectedly, the Congress was an in-
lense experience, says Soroushian, cher-
ishing the opportunity it afforded people
to hear different points of view, to open
up minds.

Khosro Mehrfar

“l believe this is the millennium of
Zarathushtra since it is the millennium
of humanity,” says
Khosro Mehrfar
whosees Zarathush-
tra’s vision as deeply
rooted in humanity.
*We are moving Lo-
wards one global
family of rational
and ethical belief
based on the ever
fresh message of
Zarathushtra,” he as-
serts confidently.

Iranian  born
Mehrfar migrated to
the US 22 years ago. With a doctorate in
engineering from the University of Ohio
he lives with his wife Roya, daughter
Roxana (13) and son Cyrus (10) in Los
Angeles, pursuing his professional ca-
reer in lelemedia. The family speaks
Farsi, Dari and English. Mehrfar proved
an able English-Farsi/Farsi-English in-
terpreter in several sessions of the Con-
oress,

Active in the community over the
past eight vears, Mehrfar is passionate
about his faith. “There is no hierarchy in
Zarathushtra's vision,” he says. “We
have 1o start from our own family. Fa-
ther and mother must pass on the knowl-
edge of the Zarathushti religion: live it,
talk about it, (inculcate) its basic prin-
ciples. The young are thirsty to know.
We must know how to teach them...”

Amavar 5. Mama

Mehrfar:
slaking youthiful
thirst for
knowledge
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IWZC

Unanimous or unilateral?

The ideological divide may further impede
the formation of a truly world body of Zarathushtis

Many hours of debate over four sessions
— two preceding and two during the
Congress — merely resulted on Decem-
ber 31, 2000 in the formation of a four-
member steering committee of regional
representatives to liaise with the
London based World Zoroas-
trian Organisation (WZ0) and
handle its counter proposals to
forma representative world Zo-
roastrian body. “It was agreed
that if the WZO did not submit
concrete proposals for reform |
within three months, the regions f"' N\
would take the first step lo- '
wards formation of a Body of Bodies.
The FEZANA (Federation of Zoroas-
trian Associations of North America)
vice president (Firdosh Mehta) who at-
tended this meeting did not agree with us
but promised to convey this message o
his colleagues,” was an informal summa-
tion by ZTFE (Zoroastrian Trust Funds
of Europe) president Dorab Mistry who
chaired some of the sessions. The WZO
was not officially represented at any of
these meets.

The steering commillee, to be chaired
by Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) se-
nior trustee Minoo Shroff, includes fa-
cilitator Rohinton Rivetna, Mistry and
Noshir Sachinwalla, president of the
Australian Zoroastrian Association
(AZA) of New South Wales. [t is penti-
nent o note that while the concept of a
world body of federations had initially
begun with Northh America’s FEZANA
and the Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian
Anjumans of India (FPZAI) seeking a
common umbrella, there is no official
FEZANA representative on this steering
commitlee.

The year 2000 saw three drafts of the
WZO constitution wooing FEZANA
away from the resolution of January 2000
taken after a three-day meet in Bombay,
On that occassion FEZANA president
Framroze Patel had joined Mistry,
Sachinwalla and five BPP trustees in a
declaration to form a world council of
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federations/regions based in India with
the proviso that it merge with the WZ0O
after the latter’s constitution was suitably
amended (see A world body of federa-
tions,” Parsiana. February 2000). As

Clockwise from top left: Trani, Riverna,
Patel, Tirandaz and Dorab Mistry

Patel noted at the first meeting of the
regions chaired by Mistry on December
27, 2000, “1 am responsible to my 23
associations... I got chewed up for what |
did in January."”

The divergence in the way they see the
WZO between North Americaon the one
hand and India and UK on the other may
be attributed to two factors: differences
of perception and ideology. India’s dia-
log with the WZ0 precedes the forma-
tion of FEZANA. It goes back to the time
when the ZTFE and the WZO functioned
under the same roof and had many com-
mon members on their managing com-
mittee,

The FPZAI debates of the 19805 on
the question of joining the WZO at the
latter’s invitation revolved around two
key issues. Firstly, FPZAI consistently
disagreed with the WZ0's constitution
which gave the same weightage to indi-

viduals and anjumans. Secondly, it sought
to know the number of WZO's indi-
vidual members, which was promised on
many occasions, but has failed to arrive
even after 15 years. At that level it re-
mained a constitutional and
managerial problem.

The ZTFE's antagonism (o
the WZO began in 1986 when
an orthodox minded group
edged the older liberals out of
the ZTFE management com-
mittee. With both organizations
sharing the same turf and many
common members, this ideo-
logical divide was compounded by the
ZTFE sympathisers’ view that the WZ0
management used the system of proxy
voting to remain in office,

Another grouse is that WZO chapters
compete with local anjumans so that there
are two separate functions for Navroz,
Pateti, etc and duplication of prayers for
departed community stalwarts.

Apart from these long-lerm irritants
agitating the FPZAI and the ZTFE, the
common ground between them is the
religious orthodoxy of some of the more
vocal spirits from both.

North American Zoroastrians on the
other hand have a stronger liberal base
which is consonant with the liberalism of
the WZ0. Moreover, they are untouched
by any history of strife with that body and
prominent Morth American individuals
and associations are happy to be a part of
it. When FEZANA sought to break the
deadlock in negotiations with the WZ0O
after the Bombay resolution of January
2000, it enlisted Prof Kaikosrov Irani,
doyen of liberal Zoroastrians around the
world and member of the managing com-
mittee of the WZO, 1o effect constitu-
tional amendments that would enable the
formation of a truly world body under the
WZO banner. The subsequent drafts of
April, Octoberand December were aimed
at addressing the faults as pointed out by
the critics.

Iran has been consistently amenable
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to the WZ0 as the world body except for
its desire that its headquarters be located
in Tehran,

The WZO draft constitution now pro-
poses a bicameral system under which
functions a Council of Federations com-
prising proportional representatives from
the various regions of the Zoroastrian
world. This council of federations, with
its own office bearers, would address its
assigned list of topics independently of
the Council of Individuals that comprises
the WZO's existing membership, both of
individuals and associations. The WZ0's
system of proxy voting is confined to the
council of individuals.

Thus, the two councils work accord-
ing to different sets of rules but combine
to form an International Board of Direc-
tors (IB) where any of the 16 + 16 mem-
bers are free to raise issues outside their
immediate jurisdiction. A London-based
secretariat is meant 1o provide executive
support.

However, at the annual general meet-
ing (AGM) where the quorum is 300
( 100 for adjourned meetings), or special
general meeting where the quorum is
500, and special resolutions or constitu-
tional amendments can be passed, proxy
voles are available 1o all.

Meeting of the regions

At the two sessions on the eve of the
Congress attended by Parsiana, the first
of the regions chaired by Mistry and the
second of the FEZANA member associa-
tions chaired by Patel, Rohinton and
Roshan Rivetna presented the issues that
remained tobe faced on the long, arduous
task of creating a world body.

Emphasizing the need to avoid unilat-
eral action and to appreciate that the
“WZ0 has undergone a most remarkable
transformation,” Riveina traced the path
from “divergence to convergence” and
urged everyone to seek consensus rather
than voting.

“Our one world body must be non-
partisan and should be built upon geo-
graphical, not ideological lines,” main-
tained Riveina, advocating a moratorium
on any attempt to define “*Who is a
Zarathushti.” This will evolve over time,
with usage.” Otherwise Rivetna foresaw
a schism along orthodox-liberal lines in
the world community with neither side
having the mandate to serve as a world
body. The current draft restricts indi-
vidual membership to persons bomn into
and professed into the Zarathushti faith;
non-Zarathushti spouses married 10
Zarathushtis; children of the above; asso-
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ciations who wish to participate in the
responsibilities entrusted to the individu-
als” council.

Of the 60+ amendments suggested o
the October draft at a meeting in London
in Movember 2000, about a third remain
to be ironed out as per Riveina's sum-
mary and WZO president Rustam
Dubash’s comments. Many of these are
explained by WZO as requirements of
the UK Companies Act including the
desired change of proxy voting to voting
by mail as is the procedure at FEZANA.
Rivetna's note states, “The suggestion is
to replace voting by proxy, with voting
by mail or e-mail. Proxy votes lay us
open to manipulation by a few andfor
possible takeover by one or another spe-
cial interest group.” Counters Dubash:
“UK's Companies Act does not recog-
nize voles ‘by mail." Proxy voting is
indeed voting by mail. A member having
a proxy form votes for or against a par-
ticular resolution or can appoint some-
one at the meeting or the meeting's chair-
man as his proxy. When a member has so
voted, the proxy holder cannot vote in
any different way...

*It should be noted that all arrange-
ments spelled out in this article relating
to the individuals® council were based on
worldwide consultations with many
present individual members. Hence, their
rationale must be undersiood and re-
spected by the London meeting even if it
does not share it.."

More contentious still are the articles
dealing with the general meetings of the
WZO0. At the London meet it was sug-
gested that any special resolution to be
passed at a general meeting (article 59)
be first approved by 75 percent of the
total votes at a special meeting of the
council which is affecied by it but the
WZO refused to accept it as being un-
democratic. Here oo proxies are allowed
forthe members of the individuals® coun-
cil.

The clauses governing general meet-
ings are finally ruled under clause 71
which notes, “Every individual member
qualified to vole either personally or by
proxy shall be entitled to one vote. Each
federation qualified 1o vote either per-
sonally or by proxy or by mail shall be
entitled to one vote per 500 of population
in their region, subject to a maximum of
100 votes for any region. However,
whether the voling is for determination
of a quorum for any meeting of the WZ0
or fordecision on any substantive matter,
the votes of the federation members shall
at all times be equal to that of the indi-

vidual members, in order that each of
them has a 50 percent share of the total
voles.”

At the London meeting the ZTFE
members and Rivetna protested: “This
gives disproportionally high weightage
o individual members. If substantive
items such as special resolutions and
constitutional amendments are to be re-
tained within the purview of WZ0O meet-
ings, this voting structure will need to be
revisited to make it more equitable. And
again, proxies should not be allowed.”
Rivetna comments, "The role of WZ0's
general and special meetings is redun-
dant with the two Councils and the Inter-
national Board (IB). Over and above the
two Councils and the IB, this is yet a
fourth forum where voting takes place —
on substantive issues (such as constitu-
tional amendments and special resolu-
tions).”

The WZO's response is that “The
interpretation made of this article by the
London meeting is simply incorrect, be-
cause there is maximum of 100 votes for
any region and further there 15 to be an
equality of voles between federation
members and individual members on all
substantive or procedural matters.

“What is being feared, is fear itself,
That precludes the correct understanding
of this article which seeks to equate the
voice of each council in the affairs of this
democratic world body.”

At the meeting of the regions which
began with an invocation by Pakistan
representative Ervad Godrej Sidhwa,
everyone initially echoed Mistry's hope
that that there will be *“no winners and no
losers.” FEZANA vice president Mehta
represented the organization and hoped
for “some degree of convergence.” He
was later joined by Patel. Farrokh Mistree
of Atlanta was the rapporteur. Russy
Ghadially of Singapore spoke of the need
to reassure the younger generation that
there is “no conflict in the Zoroastrian
community.” BPP's Rustom Tirandaz
said he spoke on behalf of his chairman
Jamshed Guzder, his colleagues on the
board of wrustees and on behalf of the
70,000 to 75,000 Parsi/Irani community
of India. “One body will be the savior of
Zoroastrians indistress,” he noted, a hope
alsoexpressed by Dhunmai Dalal of Cali-
fornia.

Moting that proxies were a “peculiarly
English institution used by joint stock
companies,” Mistry suggested that the
world body “give up its corporate struc-
ture and be a charitable trust like the BPP
or FEZANA." Referring to the concept



of weighted voting in the council of fed-
erations along with one vote per member
in the council of individuals he noted that
it was “technically possible” that a few
individual proxy votes from Udvada can
wipe out FEZANA’s and Europe’s com-
bined votes, "Let us get a structure that is
transparent and democratic and work-
able,” he urged. Drawing an analogy
with the European Union where “every
nation has a veto — policy decisions can
only be made unanimously,” he asked
the gathered regions to declare that “we’ll
all act with unanimity, not unilaterally.”

It became apparent that many of those
present had not studied the draft constitu-
tion and kept asserting that “the council
of individuals is totally separate from the
council of federations.” The power vested
in the IB and the general meetings had
eluded them until focussed on by Rivetna.

The meeting had begun with about 15
people around the table. Eventually the J.
W. Marriott Hotel's Travis Room was
quite full as interested persons, espe-
cially members of FEZANA member
associations, joined the group.

“We have studied the working of the
WZO0 in a reasonable manner over 13
years... It would be a flight of fancy to
expect Dorab (Mistry) or Rohinton

{Rivetna) to be head of the WZO. They
(the existing management) have made
themselves permanent... The Zoroastrian
community of the world has survived
because of ourbigotry,” Tirandaz warmed
to the subject. “The orthodox have given
the charities but they are distributed by
liberals (who) bludgeon the receiversinto
subservience.,” Turning 1o Rivetna he
added, “You are talking of compromise.
Are they talking of compromise? The
world body will need to be a body of
bodies only — not a mix."”

He was supported by Kobad Zarolia,
former president of the Zoroastrian Soci-
ety of Ontario (Z50). “We request the
BFP 1o 1ake the lead and with ZTFE form
abody of associations. Forget the WZ20.”
He challenged Dhunmai Dalal: “Do you
have a say in the WZ0? Why are we
pandering to two people?”

Dhunmai Dalal agreed that there
should be “no individuals in the world
body...only regions.” She then recalled
the history of the Iranian revolution and
the money entrusted to the WZO by large
donors o help fleeing Zoroastrian Irani-
ans. [t is now mainly used to help Parsi
farmers in Gujarat and to renovate agiaries
and dharamshalas, she asserted. “1 am
not speaking for anyone. We can’t as a

small community have two world bod-
ies. We don't know what the demograph-
ics will be... Keep the council of indi-
viduals in one section... | really believed
that the council of federations was totally
separate.”

*{The late Mehraban) Faranghi’s
money is used only for WZO's work. Itis
kept for its own purposes because the
trusteeship is controlled. Itis used for the
propagation of the WZO, not for charity.
It is not reflected in the accounts of the
WZ0," former ZTFE president Russy
Dalal contradicted Dhunmai Dalal. He
was referring to the £150,000 in the
FZarathustrian Trust Funds donated by
Faranghi. Mistry suggested a time limit
of 10 years to phase out the council of
individuals.

Mehta expressed his disappointment
that despite an invitation from FEZANA,
the WZ0 peaple “haven’t come, espe-
cially if they're willing and wanting to be
one world body.” He supported Rivetna
on the question of defining a Zarathusht,
“hoping that regions will have the au-
tonomy 1o decide,” as is the case in
FEZANA. He acknowledged that the
International Board of 16 4+ 16 would be
a problem as article 33 declares that all
matters will be decided by a simple ma-
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jority. Mehta however ruled out any uni-
lateral action by the FEZANA executive
board. “We need the FEZANA mem-
bers" mandate,” he declared.

“As of now the FEZANA associa-
tions have asked to join after clearing out
the problems,” Dhunmai Dalal reminded
him.

“FEZANA is talking to the WZO.
Rohinton Rivetna has recognized that
significant progress has been made,” as-
serted Framroze Patel who had joined the
table by then, “Give me five points, [ will
go back and forth with the WZ0, Only,
the next light should be green,” he added,
rebuking those who believed he had “cut
a sweetheart deal with the WZ0.”

*Why are you negotiating directly with
the WZO?.. Why is FEZANA moving
unilaterally when the regions are here?”
challenged Mistry.

“Don’t talk dissent, talk positive,”
shot back Patel. “There is significant
progress. We are close to resolution.
FEZANA will do whatever it can to help
Rohinton Rivetna,” noted Patel adding a
discordant note addressed to Mistry,
“Maybe, you may not walk with us.”

“IFFEZANA and Iran join and the rest
of the world doesn’t, there'll be two
world bodies. ZTFE can be the mediator
ratherthan FEZANA, " suggested Riveina

in an attempt to douse the incipient fire.
“There is urgent need of healing. We
must send a message of harmony. We all
should be united and working together,
The general body meetings: That's where
the rub is, where difficulties arise,” he
added.

According to Dhunmai Dalal the prob-
lem lay with the IB and the WZO's
corporate status. Farrokh Mistree de-
fended the 1B and the general body meet-
ings as mechanisms for bringing the two
boards together for the purpose of having
one world body, “Otherwise they would
be separate bodies,” he noted.

The arguments went to and fro. “At
least there is trust, Take the opportunity
to continue,” suggested Patel. Tirandaz
countered that by citing the example of
the BPP board’s two WZO members
who chose to appeal 10 the community
for funds for Bombay's Doongerwadi
under the WZO banner rather than the
BPP's. Mistry referred to the WZ0's
trust funds, “one in UK and three in India
(whose trustees are) trustees for life.”

Since time was running out and the
arguments were straying, Roshan Rivetna
came forward to highlight the major out-
standing issues. “Since the WZO is not
willing to concede on the 50-50 {equal
votes of the two councils), make the [B

innocuous. Make it a coordinating and
administrative body,” she advocated. She
saw “a lot of inequities” in the voting at
the general meetings where “any issue
could be brought to the floor.” She also
referred to the “overlapping objectives”
of the two councils which can be voted on
by proxy.

Brushing aside the Rivetnas’ secular
concerns, Zoroastrian Studies (Z8)
founder Khojeste Mistree declared, “The
most important issue the WZO should
address should be *Who is a Zarathushti’
instead of sweeping it under the carpet.
Initiate a process (e.g. by registering
navjotes). ‘Profess’ means any one can
say in front of two people (that he’s a
Zarathushti). If we are not clear in our
own mind, il we don’t know who is a
Zarathushti... 50,000 from anywhere in
the world can say they're Zarathushtis...
[tis imperative that we understand who a
Zarathushti is. We want something solid
for the next 100 years, for the next 1,000
years... India has already defined it, so
also UK. Why shy away from nomencla-
ture that has helped the community all
this while?"

While Roshan Rivetna spoke of the
anjumans as a “filtering mechanism”
Farrokh Mistree spoke of harmony and
filtering mechanism as one model and
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the BPPFZTFE definitions as an alternate
one. “We are looking at two competing
mdels. Decide whichis the right model...
Despite what Framroze Patel says, there's
no trust. We operate on the basis of
decide, then find the Facts to support (the
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Z80 president Sam Vesuna carried
the argument back into the secular field.
He suggested that the hurdle of proxies
could be overcome by having specific
proxies, not open ones. Mistry was of the
opinion that a resolution can be carried or
thrown out; “You can’t have a change in
the resolution™ without a special notice.

Even as some were (rying (0 sort oul
the proxics problem, Tirandaz declared
that he had no loyalty other than to the
BPP. He wanted 1o “ensure the supremacy
of the BPP in carrying out the traditions
of Zoroastrianism™ and believed that the
Bombay declaration had intimidated the
WZO. “In the UNO there is no place for
individuals (even though it) decides on
matters concerning individuals. (The
world body) has 1o be a body of bodies
only. WZO can be a member like the
ZTFE... The ZTFE and India combine
within themselves 90 percent of the com-
munity. People are not willing to sitat the
table with you. Why are we playing sec-
ond fiddle to machinations? Sixty per-
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cent of Zoroastrians are in Bombay. The
Iranshah is in Udvada. The government
of Indiais agreeable tous. We can getany
permission we want.” Reaching a cre-
scendo, Tirandaz asked, *Why do we
need a world body?” Citing the case of an
Iranian family of five related to his wife
who had been granted asylum in Canada,
Tirandaz said, “I had to pledge my pass-
port with the police.”"” He accused the
WZO of “Selling future generations to
elorify present leaders... The haves and
have-nots of the community have be-
come polarized.”

When Tirandaz had finished, BPP
trustee and WZO vice presidemt (UK)
Dinshaw Tamboly, who was present but
had not participated in the discussions,
put in his disclaimer: *“'Whatever Rustom
has said are his personal views. They
should not be ascribed to the BPP.”

Patel responded icily to Tirandaz: “1
am not going 10 raise my voice. As far as
FEZANA is concerned, we have worked
on the model of two bodies — the council
of individuals and the council of regions.
That is the model we are currently ac-
* cepting. I will request Rohinton Rivetna
and Kaikhosrov Irani to continue their
efforts until finally done.™

Protested ZTFE co-secretary Porus
Jilla: “"We went through all the points and
every answer (from the WZO) was *no’ "

Refusing totake a“negative altitude,”
Patel responded, “Maybe there were 36
points on which they said *yes'!"”

Acknowledging that “we’d never
come up with such a model if we were to
start from sc¢ratch,” Rivetnasought “cog-
nizance of what exists.” He sought provi-
sion for a review in three or five years if
the marriage with the WZO does not
work. “Time is running out. Fifteen years
are lost. If we are together we can do
things... My plea is, be united.”

Mehta, who had earlier registered his
disappointment that the WZO did not
attend now further commented, “two
members of the BPP are present but not
representing,” referring to Minoo Shroff
and Tamboly. Undaunted, Tirandaz de-
clared, “I'm representing five trustees!”

Vesuna urged the assembled repre-
sentatives o “accept reality and go for-
ward. If any safeguards or clarity is re-
quired, we should get it. But if there is
mistrust, the best legal document won’t
work."” Addressing Tirandaz he said, “We
shouldn't be speaking in parochial terms.
You are 70,000 in India today. We are
18,000 in America today. But the figures
will change...”

Khojeste Mistree recalled that the work
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done by ZS in helping 160 Iranian fami-
lies resettle in US and Canada had been
acknowledged by the North American
community 10 years ago. “The credit
was taken by WZO. Even in the cases
Tirandaz spoke of, the paper work was
done by my wife!”

Mistry felt the meeting should dis-
seminate “two clearcut signals™ — its
disappointment that WZO didn’t attend
despite the invitation and that all regions
of the world should abstain from any
“sweetheart or business deal” with the
WZ0. “Don’tallow divide and rule; work,
discuss together,” he urged.

“He’s trying with a smile on his face
to trap me!" declared Patel refusing to
give any assurance without a mandate
from his 23 member associations.

Riveina enumerated five courses of
action:
saccept the WZO charter as on December
27, 2000
*sel a six-month time limit for conver-
zence after the major issues are resolved
sstart functioning informally as a real
world body
ssame as above but also register whether
in UK, India or Iran
sthrow out the WZO0 and start a separate
body.

Deferring any decision until a pro-
posed meet in Bombay in June o coin-
cide with the mecting of the FPZAL the
regions decided to act in unison in what-
ever decision is made in regard to the
world body, declared Mistry.

FEZANA meet

Many of the presemtations and most of
the arguments were repeated at the
FEZANA meeting that followed (there
was only a shuffling of people, from the
rear 10 the main table). Irani presented a
perspective for FEZANA, adding, “No
constitutional document is perfect. (But
there are) possibilities to amend after the
council of federations is established. My
judgement is that the WZO constitution
is ready for FEZANA tojoin.” Acknowl-
edging that there are “people with deep
personal objections,” headded, (1t would
be) all o the good to take the initial step
and start and take it from there. With a
spirit of goodwill the constitution can
work, adjustments can be made. Where
there is no goodwill, there is no constitu-
tion that can work.”

Though Rivetnaagreed with Irani that
the WZO had accepted many changes, he
sought to postpone unilateral action by
FEZANA, noting “there is work (yet) to
be done. To join today would be prema-

ture... We haven't been able to get WZO
to sit across the table...All it takes (o
resolve issues is two days when people
dialog across the table.” Projecting Dorab
Mistry as “the key,” Rivelna suggested
that FEZANA “ask him to take the initia-
tive and work things out. FEZANA must
be the catalyst to bring everyone to-
gether,”

Quebec businessman Ness Lakdawala
noted, “It's not true that they (WZ0)
haven't come to the table. They've done
50 many times. Why they haven’t come
today is different,” and asked pointblank:
“What are we worried about? Embezzle-
ment? Frand?" At the earlier meet, Lak-
dawala had suggested, “If you want to
resolve this, change the players.”

ZAGNY (Zoroastnan Association of
Greater New York) president Gev Nentin
admitted that he was “disturbed by the
meeting of the (regions). Some people
seem mentally very far away,” but be-
lieved that FEZANA should be “bold
enough to go forward... be the catalyst.”

Farrokh Mistree's attempt to define
the “pluses and minuses™ of two world
bodies raised sirong objections from
Dhunmai Dalal and FEZANA treasurer
Rustom Kevala,

Remarking on the voting time required
by various associations, Patel felt that no
decision could be foreseen before March
2001.

“Suppose FEZANA votes 1o join, do
we goinunilaterally?” questioned Nentin,
Patel replied that that decision too would
need to be taken by the associations.

Former vice premier of Iran and re-
spected Zarathushti intellectual in Norih
America, Prof Farhang Mehr had his say:
“The dialog can’t go on forever. Now try
toend it This is ridiculous! Secondly, we
shouldn’t be hostage to any federation
anywhere in the world. We must make
our own decision. We would like 1o have
consensus. There must be respect for
others but there must be respect for
FEZANA 100 as an independent body.”

Vesuna agreed that there was “defi-
nitely a feeling of distrust.” He suggested
the dddition of “new players o the team,”
which he perceived as “bogged down.”

“1 don't think there'll be a perfect
constitution,” noted Farshid Bakhtyari
of the Iranian Zoroastrian Association,
adding, “Every few years there will be
changes. The younger generation will
make its own changes. I it doesn’t work
we can walk out. But il we don’t join,
we'll never know!"

Eventually Rivetna concluded, “Let
FEZANA bethe catalyst as Sam (Vesuna)
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suggested. Go as delegates, and have
Dorab (Mistry) and India also.” He advo-
cated that the grand summit be held be-
fore the scheduled June 2 meet of the
FPZAL

According to asubsequente-mail from
Patel, he has informed FEZANA mem-
ber associations in February of a pro-
posed visit by WZO representatives fora
face to face meet with FEZANA. The
. . visitbeing tentatively scheduled for April
With best wishes 21122, 2001 in New York or Boston. sl

member associations have been requested

to submit their “recommended changes
J IMM i G’H ASWAL A and commenits” onthe WZ0 drafi consti-
tution to FEZANA secretary Arnavaz

& ASSOCIATES P

meeting of the regions by end March in

Architects o Interior Designers Bombay to discuss additional changes to
the latest draft. 1 believe that by now

708 Patel Mansion, Apt 3, 4th Road ample opportunity has been given for the
:: o : regional effort to reconcile their indi-
Parsi Colony Dadar, Bombay 400014 vidual issues with the WZO0 and come up
Tel: 4129858 Fax: 4166950 with a united single body... If some re-

gions still hold out, it is their decision.”
Patel's missive concludes with his em-
phatic recommendation that FEZANA
should “join WZO, now. That is the right
thing to do.”
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FEZANA DEBATE

“Hearken with your ears...”

The hall was filled with to capacity for the much
publicized ‘'debate’ between Ali Jafarey and Kaikhushro Dastoor

Promptly at 6.15 p.m. the doors of Ex-
hibit Salon A of the J. W. Marriott Hotel
were closed. The hall was said to be over
full, constituting a fire hazard. In the
lobby outside strolled uniformed police
guards and members of the conservative
faction who had expressed an intention
to scuitle the FEZANA (Federa-
tion of Zoroastrian Associations
of North America) sponsored
special session on December 30,
2000 where two speakers de-
barred from the Congress were
invited to give their respective
interpretations of Yasna 302, Its
volunteers distributed handbills
defaming one of the speakers,
Ali Jafarey, co-founder of the
Los Angeles based Zarathush-
trian Assembly.

The announcement of the
FEZANA session quoted Dinshaw I,
Irani’s interpretation of Yasna 30.2:
“Hearken with your ears 1o these best
counsels,

Reflect upon them with illumined judg-
ment

Let each choose his creed. with that
freedom of

choice each must have at great events,
Oh ye. be awake to these my announce-
ments.”

In contrast to the scene outside and
the controversy of the past many months
(see “The right to be heard,” Parsiana,
November 2000), Jafarey and his ortho-
dox counterpart, Khshnoomist Ervad
Kaikhushro Dastoor, sat together, ami-
ably conversing with a host of others
like Prof Kaikhosrov Irani, Prof Farhang
Mehr, Ervad Dr Jehan Bagli, Adi Davar
and Dinyar Mistry.

“Anything I'm about to do has been
sanctioned by both speakers in com-
plete harmony. If such harmony were
practiced by us it would be wonderful!™
noted session chair and FEZANA vice
president Firdosh Mehta as he informed
the gathering that an attempt was under-
way tosetupa TV screen inanother area
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Arnavaz S. Mama

of the Hotel because there were “quite a
few people outside.” However, the nec-
essary cooperation did not come and no
such facility materialized to the chagrin
of those denied access.

A graduate in chemistry and physics
who later opted for a career in law,

Dastoor (left) and Jafarey: ready
1o field questions

Dastoor’s yen for mysticism took an
early start on reading a chapter of Dr
Framroz Chiniwalla’s Nikeez — a meta-
physical treatise, informs the handout
published by FEZANA for the event.
“*Modem science is his first love, Nuclear
physics in its philosophical aspects is his
favorite subject for the past 50 years,” it
adds.

“I bring the blessings of Iranshah.
The fire (has been) spreading its bless-
ing forover 1,000 years,” began Dastoor
adding that he had opted to speak first
with the agreement of his co-speaker.
Excerpts:

“Religion is not the subject of argu-
ment or debate or ego blast where one
loses or one wins. It is a guest for truth...
a science in that sense... Truth is God
and God is love and therefore in any
religious discussion there can be no place
for hatred... In matters of religion if love
plays an important part then there is no
scope for clashes... My viewpoint on
Yasna 30.2 is entirely different from
that of my leamed friend...”

Paraphrasing the liberal approach,
Dastoor said, “You can work out the
truth by applying your non-saintly mind
on such facts as are within your experi-
ence. This has been extended 1o change
of faith as a corollary. This interpreta-
tion 15 inconsonant with two things:
modern science and the spiritual
writing of centuries... My theme
i5 that the non-saintly mind arriv-
ing at truth is inconsonant with
these spiritual writings...

“On April 26, 1686 Isaac New-
ton wrote his paper on the laws of
motion and gravitation... In 100
years the hypothesis of God was
being rejected. (However) at the
beginning of the 20th century
physicisis Max Planck (produced
the equation) E=HF and Albernt
Einstein (offered) E=MC?. These
two equations are still at loggerheads.
Each works, but not together. 1 am say-
ing this to emphasize that modemn sci-
ence has failed to arrive at the truth
despite commendable methodology. To-
day the concept is that common sense
has failed.

(Quoting Prof Paul Davis® book Mind
af Ged, Dastoor sad) **We are barred
from the ultimate explanation through
logical explanation... perhaps through
mysticism (we may succeed)’... Mysti-
cism (because) the intellect has a limit,
( Dastoor then quoted verses from Islam
and the Gira. Reverting to the Garfias he
noted) Yasna 33.4 says, "Let my ego be
vanquished through my worship of
Ahura Mazda® (But) the mind requires
to be expanded by different procedures
and tarikats... In whichever religion you
are born, you continue since yvour mind
is not capable of comparison. The reli-
gion of birth must be continued with
profound respect..,

“Yasna 30.2 is not talking of ordi-
nary ears but something heard when the
energy centers are developed. Due 1o
western studies the mystical side has not
been developed. (We can) understand
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our own religion in a better way through
the principles of other religions... De-
velop the ears to hear the sound of Srosh
and Ahunavar... The saintis a ‘seer,’ one
whosees withanenlightened mind... i.e.
with supranatural consciousness... This
current interpretation is based on out-
dated science.”

Jafarey began with a brief address in
Farsi followed by a recital of certain
Gathic stanzas. The rest of his address
continued in English, interspersed by
Gujarati when he quoted from the trans-
lation of the Gathas by Kavasji Kanga.
Excerpts:

“The Gathas are coherent, cohesive,
concise and precise — a divine doctrine
by the master thought provoker and poet
Zarathushtra... In five meters, 17 songs
and 251 interrelated stanzas they dis-
cuss in clear words a unique monothe-
ism, the principles of existence, good
and evil, freedom of choice, progressive
life, renovation of the world, happiness
in a peaceful environment, advancing to
godlike goals (through) certain rituals
and a simple life. (They are a) guide 1o

- Daena Vanghui, good conscience — the
best religion for living...

“Understanding the Gathas is easy if
one has the whole doctrine in view. A

single stanza (30.2) must be looked at in
the context of the entire Gathas... Free-
dom of choice (comes from) the root var
meaning to choose, to select, to prefer,
tolike. Varoccurs 44 timesin the Gathas
and eight times in the non-Gathic part of
the Avesta even though itis 12 times the
size of the Garhas... It is freedom of
choice as seen by the Avesian people
and passed on Lo us.

“Anything I'm about
to do has been
sanctioned by both
speakers in complete
harmony”

{Jafarey went on to quote original
translations of Yasna 30.2 by Kanga,
Dinshaw Irani, Irach Taraporewala,
Erach Khabardar, Dastur Firoze
Azargoshasp and Dastur Rustom
Shahzadi.) “The stanza speaks of free-
dom of choice of belief by all men and
women to awaken to the divine teaching
before the ‘great event’...

“A leader is one who offers strength
to the living world. Zarathushtra was

granied sweetness of tongue o carry out
his mission. In Yasna 31.3 Zarathushira
wants guidance to help all the living to
choose the right religion,

{ “What Thou hast through the Inner Fire
disclosed,

The bliss through Asa promised tousall,
The law divine for the discerning soul;
All that to us, O Mazda, clear explain,
In words of inspiration from Thy mouth,
To help us to convert all living men.”
(Free English rendering of Yasna 31.3
by Taraporewala)

“The growth of righteousness and
serenity... shall convert many.
Shahzadi’s subtitles speak of freedom
of choice. [Jafarey also alluded to the
Vendidad 15.2 and 12.21 which answer
the questions:

“How many are the sins that men
commit and that, being committed and
not confessed, nor atoned for, make
their committer a peshotanu (the worst
eriminal)?

“Ahura Mazda answered: *There are
five such sins, O holy Zarathushtra! Itis
the first of these sins that men commit
when a man teaches one of the faithful a
foreign, wrong creed, a foreign, wrong
law, and he does so with a full knowl-
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edge and conscience of the sin; this is a
sin that makes him a peshotanu.”
(Vendidad 15.1, 2).

“If a stranger dies who does not pro-
fess the true faith, or the true law, what
part of the creation of the good spirit
does he directly defile (in dying)? What
part does he indirectly defile?

“Ahura Mazda answered: ‘No more
than a frog does whose venom i1s dried
up, and that has been dead more than a
year. Whilst alive, indeed, O Spitama
Zarathushtra! That wicked, two-legged
ruffian, that ungodly Ashemaogha, di-
rectly defiles the creatures of the good
spirit, and indirectly defiles them.”
(Vendiclad 12.21, 22, Sacred Books of
the translation by James
Darmesiteter). |

*Other religions were known by the
appellation “alien’... The Gathas are a
divine religion for mankind, a thought
provoking message presented with a
sweel tongue... peacefully... not con-
fined to any nationality. The greatest,
best, sublimest (for one who) has made
the choice after study of other religions,
with a bright mind.”

There was time for only a few ques-
tions from the floor. Mostquerists chose
to address one or the other speaker.

East,

*Why did my ancestors migrate o In-
dia? They should have remained with
the new religion chosen for them.
Dastoor: Religion is not confined only
to the Garhas. To preserve and protect
spiritual elements we came to India.
*How can we make the Gathic message
spread throughout the world?

Jeafareyv: Lanswer from the Hapranghaiti
(Hapran Yasht): We should learn the
divine message first, practise it, then
teach it. Translate the Garhas into all
languages of the world. We have al-
ready done it in Italian, Spanish and
German.

Yasna 30.2 exhorts us 1o choose be-
tween good and evil. Is it good orevil 1o
look at Garhias alone and discard the rest
of the scriptures?

Dastoor: Gathic thought and Gathic
manthras both form an important part of
Zarathushti din. The Garhas® truths are
elaborated in non-Gathic literature. It is
a philological distinction, In 1930
Behramgore Anklesariaestablished that
there is no distinction between Gathic
and non-Gathic. Therefore discarding
non-Gathic literature is not correct. In
the jashan ceremony we are nol reciting
the Garthas but developing Gathie
thoughts. Pater Pashemani (speaks of)

the secret of life and death. Pazand
prayers are beautiful. It is blasphemous
to say that Zarathushti din is confined
only to the Gathas.

*We had heard that there were no other
religions before Zarathushira, So how
do you say Garhas 1alk of other reli-
gions?

Jafarey: Religion did not begin with

Zarathushtra, We had other religions
like Mithraism, paganism, devayasna
and others. We know that the Good
Religion does not convert anyone. It is
that person who converts himsell or
hersell.

*You say science has proved that human
intellect has limitation. Does that stop us
from makingachoice? Andif ourchoice
regarding accepting another religion
depends on birth, what happens to the
children of atheists?

Dasroor: Atheist is a state of mind of a
man born in the religion of his prophet.
Different religions depend on different
wavelengths of each person and there-
fore his own religion is best for him.
*Message of 30.2 (speaks of the) choice
between good and evil. How is this
message incorporated in the Vendidad?
Dastoor: There are such passages which
| can’t recite.
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«If people listen to the best truth why
can’t they arrive at correct answers?
Dastoor: To choose the best you have to
know good and better. It is not adequate
to (justify a) change of faith, If I speak
about noble and sublime Islam, half of
those here would want to convert to
[slam.

Atthe startof the proceedings Mehr
had congratulated the FEZANA presi-
dent Framroze Patel, vice president
Mehta and all those responsible for
organizing this forum and hoped that
it would set a trend not only for world
congresses but for all association
meets. “Zarathushtra taught freedom
of thought, liberality, tolerance. He
said, ‘Listen to me and then make
your choice. If you don't want what |
say, don’t accept it." We must be free
to speak our mind, be brave (with)
courage of conviction. Good thought
means (there should be) no evil mind...
not hate but love people. It means not
to manipulate, not to publish false
allegations. Zoroastrianism is dialog,
speech in civil society, in friendly
manner... It is a bad deed if I know of
some harm to come but do nothing; a
good deed if [ correct the situation.
Zoroastrianism is proved by deed, by

action... Respect the scholars who
speak on the subject... Different inter-
pretations of the Yasna are allowed
since its figurative words give rise o
different interpretations.” At Mehta's
request Mehr concluded in Farsi be-
fore joining the Iranian choir in sing-
ing the Yasna 30.2.

Mehta thanked all those who donated
for the FEZANA event which required
separate funding. Presenting books on
Texas to the two speakers he remarked,
“We have been encouraged by many not
to think and not to hear in the past few
months!"”

The trustees, staff and sponsored del-
egates from India honored the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet dictat to boycott the
session. However, North American
Mobed Council president Ervad Jal
Birdy, who spearheaded the campaign
againstit, atiended and addressed pointed
questions to Dastoor,

Al least a part of the restive audi-
ence, gathered together well before
time, seemed game for more than theo-
logical knowledge. As the noise level
rose, before the session officially be-
gan, former World Bank execulive
Adi Davar spoke to them about under-
standing and living according to

Zarathushtra’s vision. “Zarathushtra
has gified his support system 1o all
human beings. It is absolutely righ-
teous choice for them to pay homage
in the way Zarathushtra taught. It in-
cludes people of other faiths and it
surely includes non-Zoroastrian
spouses and their children... It was
not until the practice of the faith 200
years ago that [ have found implicit or
explicit suggestions that Zarathushira
taught only for a limited number of
people. Neither did he want
Zarathushti women to be cast out for
marrying men of other faiths. [ can’t
find anywhere that anyone can’t fol-
low Ahura Mazda’s divine attributes.

“1 realize that not all of you will share
this view. My only purpose is to put
another input in your scale of decision
making.”

“FEZANA members had empow-
ered us to organize this event... (It)
was made possible by the cooperation
and help of the executive committee
of the Zorcastrian Association of
Houston,” acknowledged Patel, add-
ing, "I have followed the cardinal ad-
vice of my Prophet and followed my
vohu mano. [t may not be the same as
someone else’s vohu mano.”

With Best Wishes

Private Limited
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No denial of free will

We have to safeguard human rights from
religious fundamentalism, states the author

The writer is a Zoroastrian Parsi from
Rawalpindi, Pakistan, who had the plea-
sure and the honor to atiend the Seventh
World Zoroastrian Congress. [ wish to
commend the organizers for a well-or-
ganized conference, certainly the larg-
est in our four millennia. The range of
talks on Zoroastrian liturgy, culture, his-
tory and the development of Parsi Zoro-
astrianism in the Indian subcontinent
were soul-searching in its wide ranging
context.

Somewhere into the Congress pro-
ceedings [ was informed that there had
been considerable acrimony on whether
or not a Zoroastrian scholar, Dr Ali
Jafarey, be invited to address the Con-
gress. [ also learmt that there were deep
divisions between the “purists” of the
faith on the one hand and the liberals or
progressives on the other. Apparently
the former did not want Jafarey to be
invited to address the Congress on the
presumptive grounds that he, as an al-
leged Muslim, was likely 1o be biased in
his interpretation of the faith. 1 thought
this attitude towards a scholar o be
unfair, keeping in mind that some of the
greatest Gathic scholars in the last two
centuries have been non-Zoroastrians.
The unconscious element in this mindset
appears to color all Muslims with the
acrid paint of the thousand-year-old con-
quest of Persia by the Arabs. [s this not
being churlish? Does any Englishman
for example hold a grudge against the
Vikings or Romans for the conquest of
Britain? Even the depredations visited
on England by the Germans in World
War 1l have been almost forgotten and
forgiven.

In the event a compromise was
reached and a debate was organized, not
under the auspices of the Congress but
by FEZANA (Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America). The
debate was a huge success. It was at-
tended by a greater number of delegates
than any other meeting of the Congress.
The “purist” point of view was repre-
sented by Ervad K. N. Dastoor and the
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focus of the debate was on Yasna 30.2.
I was very impressed with the modera-
tion, scholarship and humanism of both
speakers. My earlier impression that
Jafarey had been treated unfairly by the
Congress organizers was confirmed at
this debate, What was particularly jar-
ring and un-Zoroastrian was the circula-
tion of a scurrilous pamphlet moments
before the proceedings, attacking the
personal integrity of Jafarey,

For some reason that was not clear to
me then (or now), [ wondered as to why
the debate on Yasna 30.2 which offers a
‘choice’ between two paths triggered on
the question of free will versus deter-
minism. This theme recurred in several
speeches delivered at the Congress. This
particular debate has its origin in
Hegelian metaphysics and later was
transmuted by Karl Marx who made it
the granite foundation for the material-
istic view of history. Marxism espouses
the view that man is not *free’ to deter-
mine his material and cultural life; thisis
predetermined by the inexorable forces
that nest in human history. This torrent
of water must flow as it must flow in
channels predetermined and any effort
by man to alter the Now will only lead 1o
social contradictions and chaos. There-
fore the rational person is one who has
the insight to determine the contours of
a predetermined landscape and with this
knowledge gives social forces a helping
hand. Marx ordained that the proletar-
ians (working classes) were the van-
guard or the engine of social propulsion
in the 20th century. This informed the
ideological basis of the Soviet police
state and also influenced the Aryan racist
theories of Hitler. This digression which
is not germane Lo our context is offered to
show that ‘determinism’ is the stock-in-
trade of every budding dictator.

Listening to some of the learned pa-
pers at the Congress | was shaken out of
my somnambulance by the remarks of
certain speakers. 1 ook a notebook in
hand and recorded some of the verbatim
remarks and append them below. The

interesting twist to this lemon is that the
Islamic fundamentalists of the present
day too have adopted much of the lan-
guage and thoughts of the communists
now that communism is no longer a
force in world politics. What is surpris-
ing is that the denial of free will is now
churned out in the same high pitch by
our budding Zoroastrian enthusiasts who
trumpetitinthe language of the Hegelian/
Marxist/Islamic fundamentalists. The
remarks given below are not torn out of
context and are fairly representative of a
trend.

“Common sense has failed™

“Intellect has a limit™

“The intellect cannot find out the truth”
*The mind is not capable of understand-
ing the truth”

"We are not capable of listening to the
music of Ahura Mazda™

“Ordinary ears cannot understand, De-
velop your ears to a higher level of
consciousness o understand the truth.”

The bouwom line of all these feigned
picties is unfailingly clear: You need a
Marxisthigh priest, a Sovietcommissar,
a fundamentalist mullah and now a Zo-
roastrian zealot 1o assist the uninitiated
climb the high mountain of truth.

I came home wondering what rel-
evance the debate on free will and deter-
minism had to Yasna 30.2. So I read the
Yasna again and my bewilderment only
increased. | see no real connection be-
tween the teachings of this Yasna which
calls for ‘choice’ between two divergent
paths, good and evil, 1o the debate on free
will. There is no complexity in this verse.

Yasna 30.2 in the Dr Irach Tarapore
version is given below along with
Tarapore’s free Englishrendering: “Lis-
ten with (your) ears to the highest
{truths)/consider (them) with-(your)-
mind illumined,/before-deciding be-
tween-lhe-two-paths,-/man-by-man
(each) for-his-own self;-/before (this)
great ushering-infwake-yeeach-one [in-
deed] (and) spread this (message).” Free
English rendering: “*Hear with your ears
the highest truths I preach/And with
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illumined minds weigh them with care,
Before you choose which of tweo paths to
tread,-/Deciding man by man, each one
for each-;/Before the great New Age is
ushered infWake up, alert to spread
Ahura’s word.”

We leave itto the reader to decide the
intent of this gatha. As in most world
religions it is not that the religion must
come (o lerms with modern times but
that the religion needs to be saved from
those who believe in it literally, as if it
were a manual for the repair of a refrig-
erator. Our *literal” mechanics love to
pick at random words and sentences and
work them to death. Like all faiths we
too have our conservatives and progres-
sives battling out on the torso of the 2151
century. The issues that most concern
Zoroastrians today relate to marriages
outside the faith, disposal of the dead,
the continuance of ritual inherited by the
Parsis from Hindu customs and finally,
but not the least, the claims of those who
wish to adopt the Zoroastrian faith irre-
spective of race and creed, out of belief
in its divine mission.

Anoutstanding claimin this regard is
from the people who presently live in
the old Zoroastrian lands which till re-
cently formed part of the Soviet empire.

Are we to shut our doors to them? And
continue to live in the tunnel mentality
of Parsicentric Zoroastrianism? Or rec-
ognize the fact that the Zoroastrian cen-
ter of gravity has irrevocably moved to
the West and in particular to North Ame-
rica. The intellectual, social and physical
capital in the new world already surpasses
that which we have left behind in the old
world of the subcontinent and Iran,

The writer is no Zoroastrian scholar
to pronounce on any of the issues that
face the community today. To construct
an ecclesiastical order as that which
prevailsin Catholicism or Shiite Islamis
neither necessary nor in keeping with
the Gathic spirit. The proposal here isto
bring about a Zoroastrian Supreme
Council through the joint acgis of the
World Zoroastrian Organisation (WZ0)
and FEZANA to pronounce on indi-
vidual human rights issues and review
certain practices.

It is proposed that Zoroastrian com-
munities in respective parts of the world
elect, on the basis of consensus, such
non political personages of unimpeach-
able probity, character and experience
both secular and non-secular whose de-
cisions need not be binding on the com-
munity but carry the moral weight of

considered Zoroastrian opinion. This
Council should also be the supreme ar-
biter in the differences between WZO,
FEZANA and other regional organiza-
tionsandhelpevolve aunified body which
is democratic in character and addresses
the concerns, vearnings and prayers of
most Zoroastrians to usher in a new flow-
ering of the religion in the 215t century.

The construct of a neutral high-
minded Supreme Council will elevate
the Zoroastrian debate to a dignified
high ground from its present noisy plat-
form. The formation of such a Council
may seem a tall order for a community
that likes to bicker on every nut and bolt,
But remember the downside is likely 1o
be a split in the Zoroastrian church be-
tween Parsicentric Zoroastrian beliefs
and those who wish 1o open the doors of
the faith to a revived destiny.

Pakistan’s lormer federal minister for minor-
ity aifairs, Minoo Bhandara
is managing director of the
Rawalpindi-based Murree
Brewery. A sought afler
commentator on social and
political affairs, Bhandara
writes frequently for Dawn
and other newspapers.
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RELIGION

The designing of dakhmas

Equality and simplicity are the
distinguishing features of a Zoroastrian dakhma

Zoroasirianism teaches its adherents 1o
wage a constant battle against the forces
of evil that strive to destroy the good
creation of Ahura Mazda. It exhorts
them to preserve and protect the inani-
mate creations, viz. earth, water and
fire, from being defiled and polluted
through contact with dead matter
(Avestannasu). According lo
Zoroastrian doctring, the most
contaminated object on earth
is the dead human body, and
the sooner it is disposed of,’
with due ceremonial prescrip-
tion, the better it is for the
health of the living. Hence
dead bodies are exposed 1o
the cleansing rays of the sun
(Pahlavi Kfiirshed Nigerishn
“beholding by the sun™) and
are devoured by vultures who
act as nature’s most efficient
SCAvengers.

In the Vendidad (Ch 6.44)
a question is asked of Ahura Mazda by
Zarathushtra: “Where shall we carry and
lay the bodies of dead persons?” Ahura
Mazda replies: “O holy Zarathushtra!
on the highest places from where the
corpse-eating dogs and corpse-ealing
birds may sooner perceive them.” To
the question as to where the bones are to
be deposited after the dead body has
been stripped of its flesh by the corpse-
eating dogs and birds, Ahura Mazda
replies (Vendidad 6.50) thus: “For them
an ossuary should be made beyond the
reach of dog, fox and wolf, wherein rain
water may not fall from the upper part
thereof.” Vendidad 6.51 further enjoins
that a man of means may build ossuaries
of stones, plaster or thick cloth, whereas
the poor may lay the skeleton upon the
carth, its natural bed, exposed to the rays
of the sun. The Parsi dakhmas are the
product of gradual improvements de-
pending on various factors like climate
and social conditions, and they fulfil
admirably the ancient commandment to
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expose dead bodies as decreed in the
Vendicleed.

The terms *dakhma’ and “Tower of
Silence’

Inthe Vendidadthe Avestan word daxma
{ Pahlavi daxmag) occurs in the sense of
‘tomb.” However, for the Zoroastrians

Daklinea: product of gradual
E-Jﬂprﬂl'fﬂtt'ﬂf

of Iran and India the term dakhma means
only an appeinted place of exposure. A
more appropriate term used in the Per-
sian Rivayais and in old documents and
inscriptions of the Parsis is dadgah
{Avestan daitiio-gare) which means a
“lawful place,” in this case one ceremo-
nially built and kept for dead bodies 1o
be devoured by nature’s purifiers.

The oldanjomani dakhmain Bombay
builtin 1779 AC by contributions from
the whole community has the Gujarat
phrase dadgah yané dakhme “dadgah,
1.e. dakhma" inscribed on it. Noshirwan
E. Tata built 2 dakhma in Mavsari in
1878. The whole story of its establish-
ment was told by Ervad D. K. Dordiina
booklet titled Dadgali-e Noshirwan
(Noshirwan's Dadgah). Again, the leader
of the Navsari Anjoman, Ervad
Khurshedji Tehmulji Desai, wrote of his
father's death that “he passed away at

noon and was taken the same day to the
dadgah.”

In the English language there is no
appropriate word which conveys fully
the sense of the present-day Zoroastrian
usage of dakhma: The English expres-
sions “sepulchre, roofless tower, round
tomb, burial tower, grave lower, Parsi
cemetery” wereall used (prior
to 1832 when) the widely cur-
rent term “tower of silence™
was coined by Robert
Murphy, an Oriental transla-
tor in the service of the
Bombay Government. De-
spile its constant use, the term
does not really indicate the
function of this unique build-
ing for the swifl disposal of
dead bodies through natural
agencies,

The makings of a dakhma
A desolate, hilly place, far

from human habitation, should be se-

lected for the erection of a dakhma. The
site should be made level after it is
cleared of shrubs and weeds, and
cleansed with cattle urine (gomez) and
pure well water. A well to be used for the
performance of religious ceremonies
should be dug 300 paces away from the
site in order that the water may be used
for ceremonial purposes even after the
dakhma has been put into use with the
placing of the first dead body. Only the
waters of a spring, stream, well and river
are considered lawful for religious pur-
poses, and a good flow of running water
should be available for constructing a
dakhma...

(Once), a priest of Navsari incor-
rectly informed Maneckji Navroji Seth,
a wealthy, philanthropic Parsi of
Bombay, that the stagnant water of a
pond was being used in the construction
of the dakhma which he was having
erected in Navsari. Maneckji ordered
the work 1o be stopped at once and the
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complaint was investigated. It was then
found that water from the Purna river
nearby was being used, and s0 he or-
dered the work to be continued, and the
dakhma was completed in 1747. It was
the first scientifically constructled
dakhma to be built, and an exact replica
of it was constructed in Bombay in 1756
through the good office of the same
Maneckji. Maneckji's dakhma of
MNavsari thus established a pattern for
almost all later Parsi structures built in
India.

From the area thus cleared and puri-

alue vairyo. He then leaves the baj of
Srosh, and this concludes “the ritual of
digging with spade” (Gujarati kodali
marvani kriva). Afterwards, laborers are
called in todig out the earth 1o a depth of
11 feet for the purpose of laying the
foundation of the dakhma. This ends the
first of the three paris of the whole
process.

Preparations for the foundation-lay-
ing ceremony

The foundation-laying ceremony of the
dakhmais called in Gujarati tano purvani

nails indicated by the letter Y and 20 by
the letter R). Each of these nails has its
upper part slightly curved,
*Two hundred and fifty-six small nails
for four drains connected with the four
comers of the central well, altogether
weighing 20 kg. Each side of each drain
has 32 straight nails driven in in a row
{indicated as VI, ¥2, V3 and V4).
«Four nails of the same size as (the 256
above), each of which is to be driven in
at the mouth of (each) of the four drains
(indicated as Al, A2, A3 and A4d).

All nails together make atotal of 301.
The nails are cleansed with

fied, a spot is selected for erect-
ing the dakhma. A space called
the pawiis demarcated by means
of furrows or channels, and is
encircled by curtains, Within it
two priests who have undergone
the barashinom (the nine-day
purificatory ritual) first perform
the dron service called by the
Parsis the &hub-i panj 1ay (by
Iranis yashi-i barsam), which
qualifies them to perform other
essential liturgies during that day.

After this foundation service
they consecrate nine dron cer-
emonies within the pawi, dedi-
cated as follows: the firstto Srosh
Yazad who protects the souls of
the deceased during the first three
days after death; the second to
Ohrmazd the Creator; the next
six 1o the six great Amesha

The gare of the dakhma

Diagram I: diagram for filling the threads

gravel, washed withcattle urine
and pure water, then dried, and
finally consecrated with adron
service in honor of Srosh
Yazad.

The ground for the sur-
rounding wall of the dakhma,
for its central well, and for the
four drains is then dug out for
the nail and thread ceremony
o be performed on an ap-
pointed day. Two priests with
the barashnom are in charge of
the nails, thread, hammer and
metallic tray to be used in the
foundation-laying ceremony.
In the morning, they both per-
form in the central well the
kheab-i panj tay in honor of the
divinity of the day together
with hisco-workers (hamkars),

Spentas, lrom Bahman to Amurdad; and
the last and ninth to Arda Fravash, the
holy spirits of the departed.

There is no uniform prescription as to
the number of dron services to be per-
formed at this stage. It seems probable
that only one dron service in honor of
Srosh Yazad was performed in ancient
times, and that an elaboration of cer-
emonies has set in gradually through
priestly zeal to perform additional cer-
emonies as an act of merit. All the dron
services are performed eitherin the name
of the person who bears the cost of
erecting the dakhma or in the name of
the hama anjoman (the whole congre-
gation of the faithful) if the dakhma is
built by general contributions from mem-
bers of the community.

After the performance of dron cer-
emonies, one of the priests holds a spade
(Gujarati kodali) in his hand and takes
the baj of Srosh, to strengthen the ritual
act that follows. He then digs a portion
of the area on which the dakhma is to be
erected while reciting 21 times, the Yatha
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kriya*‘the ceremony of filling (withclay)
the woven threads,” in which 101 cotton
threads are interiwined intoa cord which
has to be thrice the length of the circum-
ference of the dakhma, and also to be
taken crosswise through it, culminating
in its interment after the completion of
the ceremony. The cord is washed thrice
with pure water, dried and then conse-
crated by one of the priests with a dron
service in honor of Srosh Yazad. Three
hundred and one nails of different sizes
and weighis are required as follows:
*One big nail (P in diagram I} weighing
about 20 kg for driving into the navel or
middle of the central well of the dakhma.
*Four nails (H, I, M and O) weighing 10
kg each, for the four corners of the
dakhma, viz. the south-east, south-west,
north-east and north-west. Each of these
nails has three holes bored in its upper
part, one vertical at the top and the other
twao, below it, harizontal.

*Thirty-six nails of uniform size and
weight, altogether weighing 20 kg, for
the four curves of the circumference (16

put on white robes belted with a sash,
and take the baj of Srosh while making
paywand (a ritual connection made by
holding a cord or sash between them).
They then say together in an underione
the formula of dasturi (the formula which
enables priests lo accomplish any great
religious work by invoking the author-
ity of the divine powers, the Prophet
Zoroaster, Adarbad Mahraspand who
was the organizer of the religion, and the
local living high priest) as follows:

“Ba dasturi-e dadar Ohrmazd, ba
dasturi-e ameshaspandan, ba dasturi-e
Srosh asho, ba dasturi-e Zartosht
spitaman, badasturi-e Adarbad Mahras-
pandan, ba dasturi-e dastur-¢ in zaman
(e.g. Dastur Firoze) bashad. [Be it so
with the religious authority of the Cre-
ator Ohrmazd, the bountiful immortals,
holy Srosh, Zarathushtra Spitama,
Adarbad Mahraspand, and the dastur of
the time (e.g. Dastur Firoze).]”

The two priests then begin to strike
nails in the excavated ground of the
dakhma with the recital of one Yarha
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L
2. lron or stone gate
3

the respective pawis
8. The pawis for males
9 The pawis for females
10. The pawis for children

Diagram H: Sight of the inner pawis

Entrance stairs or slope

Srairs within the dakhma
4-7. Surrounding stairs 1o reach

15

Diagram 11 (b): Interior of the dakhma

1. Central well
12. Stone drains

{3, Underground tunnel
14, Place for filtering matter

15, Underground pits connecied
with the drain and filter
16. Circular owtside wall of the

dakhma

alue vairye ateach nailing, in the follow-
ing order:

*The big nail (P) is fixed in the middle of
the central well of the dakhma (called
Bhandar “store” in Gujarati, srada in
Persian). Its upper part should be kept
two palms breadth (about six inches)
above the ground,

* The four nails with holes in them (H, 1,
M and O) are driven in, one after the
other, at the ends of the drains in the four
corners, from the south-east to south-
west, north-west and north-east. The
upper parts of the nails are left a linle
above the ground.

*The thirty-six nails, slightly curved at
the top (R and Y), for the four quarters of
the circumference, are driven in from
the south-east drain (from R1 to R36).
Each of the four quarters between the
drains thus has nine nails drivenin along
the curve of what is to be the dakhma
wall, in such a manner that the first nail
curves inward towards the central well,
the next nail curves outward, alternately.
*Sixty-four nails are driven in in two
rows of 32 along the sides of cach of the

128 Parsigna March 2007

four drains, beginning with the south-
east (V1, V2, V3and V4), and making a
total of 256 nails.
*The last four nails (A1, A2, A3 and Ad)
are struck at the mouths of the four
drains, beginning in the south-east,
The two priests recite one Yatha
ahu vairyo while striking each of the
nails, saying in all 301 Yarha ahu
vairyos. After finishing the ceremony
of nailing, the priests commence the
one of passing the consecrated cord
through and around the nails. One
priest holds the metallic tray with the
cord in it and the other stands before
the three-eyed nail H (south-east) and
threads the cord through the lower of
the two horizontal holes, and makes a
reef knot at its end 10 hold it there, He
then weaves the cord through the nine
curved nails along the southern quar-
ter, threads it through the lowest hole
of the nail [ (south-west}, and so on
until he returns to the nail H (south-
east). A second round, now threading
the cord through the middle hole of
the nails, H, I, M and O is completed

in the same manner. In the third and
final round, the cord is passed through
the topmost vertical hole of the nail H.
The priest then weaves it through the
32 straight nails along the southerly
side of the drain from H, makes a loop
round the nail Al atthe drain’s mouth,
and weaves the cord back again
through the 32 nails on its easterly
side. He then threads it through the
same vertical hole of the nail H and
repeats the same process when he
reaches the other nails, viz. [, Mand O
and their drains, until he finally re-
turns to the nail H. He then makes a
loop round the nail H, leads the cord
to the largest nail, P, in the central
well, and fastens it with a reef knot
while reciting two Yatha ahu vairyos.
Any length of cord that has been lefl
unused is wound round this nail. The
priests, keeping intact the pavwand,
leave the baj of Srosh in a separate
pawi outside the perimeter of the
dakhma. The second part of the pro-
cess of constructing a dakhma termi-
nates with the completion of this cer-
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emony of tying the cord.

Construction of the dakhma

On completion of the foundation-laying
ceremony, laborers and masons are
brought in to construct the dakhma. The
dakhma may be made of bricks, mortar or
stones as resources dictate, Solid stones
are better than the two former materials,
since they are less porous and more du-
rable, but the Parsis in India have built
dakhmas from all three materials.

A dakhma faces east, the direction of
the rising sun, which enables the soul to
move upwards o heaven, and its en-
trance is made of stone or iron. [ts wall
15 high, with an elevated entrance to be
reached by means of stone stairs. The
wall is pierced by a hole at a height of 10
to 12 feet to allow light to enter from the
fire or lamp burning in a small building
(with an aperture) some 300 paces from
the dakhma (called sagdi in Gujarati,
atash-suz in Persian).

Inthe interiorof the dakhma there are
three concentric circles of pawis or com-
partments: one for the bodies of men
(along) the outer surrounding wall, an-
other for those of women in the middle,
and the third for those of children encir-
cling the central well. (The well) occu-

pies one-third of the inner area of the
dakhma and serves as an ossuary for the
sun-cleansed bones. The pawis are s0
constructed that there is space between
them for the corpse-bearers to walk on,
and a channel to allow polluting matter
to trickle down directly into the central
well without passing through any adja-
cent pawi. A stone latlice is made al the
opening of each of the four drains 1o
filter impure liquids which pass through
these underground tunnels to a layer of
sand and charcoal. The secretion thus
filtered passes on downwards to four
underground pits outside the dakhma.
There has been a gradual evolutionin
the construction of dakhmas in India. In
the beginning a modest brick structure
of a round wall was made on raised
ground whose middle surface served as
a central well. There were no pawis
inside the old dakhmas and no door. The
bier was lifted over the wall, from lad-
ders, and there were steps on the
dakhma’s inner side leading down to the
surface for placing the dead. Even afier
what became the standard pattern of the
dakhma, with three concentric pawis,
was established in Navsari in 1747, two
dakhmas were constructed slightly dif-
ferently. One, the largest of its kind, was

erected at Kankrakhadi in Suratin 1771
by Mancherji Sheth, with 476 pawis in
four concentric circles; and the other
was built in 1884 with 35 pawis in two
rows. The additional row in the former
was meant o accommodate the bodies
of members of the Kadmi section of
Parsis, wholay out the dead cross-legged,
whereas the latter was built for the ex-
clusive use of the Bhagaria priests of
Mavsari and their clientele who lived in
small numbers in Surat. Twenty-five
big pawis for adult males and females
and 10 small ones for children suffice 1o
serve this small group. The brick dakhma
of Broach built in about 1255 and the
one of red stones built in Navsari by
Minocheher Bahman (died 1584) pro-
vide good specimens of the old type of
dakhmas. The stone dakhma built in
Bombay in about 1672 by Hirji Vatcha
Mody has neither pawis nor central well.
The old dakhmas in and around Yazd
and Kerman in Iran show the same sim-
plicity in their construction.

Consecration of the dakhma

After the construction work of the
dakhma is completed, the two priests
with barashnom make preparations for
its consecration which constitutes the
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third and final phase of the whole process. All parts of the
dakhma are thoroughly cleansed with gomez and running
water and covered temporarily with white sheets for the
consecration. Pawis are drawn in the central well for the
performance of high liturgies, and also around the exterior of
the dakhma to exclude any connection (paywand) with out-
side visitors. All requisites for the performance of rituals are
brought into the central well, and three yasna services in
honor of Srosh Yazad are celebrated in the moming on three
consecutive days. Three vendidad services are also performed
in honor of Srosh during the three nights. All ceremonies are
solemnized with the hub of Mino Nawar, called the larger
khub, and when the priests partake of meals outside the
dakhma they do so only after consecrating a dron service in
honor of Srosh Yazad. On the fourth day, they perform a
yasna in honor of Ohrmazd and celebrate a dron service in
honor of Ohrmazd, Spandarmad, Srosh and Arda Frawash.
An afrinagan is then performed in honor of Ohrmazd,
Spandarmad, Arda Frawash, Dahman and Srosh outside the
dakhma, and the congregation of faithfuls who have gathered
there participate in it. All ceremonies are performed in the
name of the person, or of the hama anjoman, as the case may
be, who bears the cost of the dakhma. All those present at the
afrinagan ceremony go inside the dakhma to see it and to
throw coins and valuables into the central well as an act of
merit. It is customary that these are given to the high priest
who directs and superintends the entire proceedings of the
construction of the dakhma, and he generally donates the
amount thus collected to its maintenance fund.

The new dakhma is kept closed until a devout, pious Zoroas-
trian or a nameless infant (Pahlavi wahman) passes away, (Since
both are sinless, their dead bodies are the first to be consigned to
the dakhma.) With the placement of the first corpse in the
dakhma, the whole structure becomes impure (reman), and no
one but the corpse bearer (nasasalar) is allowed to enter it or
approach it closely. When the dakhma is repaired by co-
religionists, gomez is used in place of water for mixing sand,
cement, ete since it is forbidden 1o pollute water by bringing it
in direct contact with a place filled with impurities.

Equality stressed in the dakhmas

Equality is the main feature of the Zoroastrian system of the
disposal of dead bodies, and the dakhmas are exclusively
dedicated 1o the use of the Parsi community. There are two
examples, however, in the history of the Parsis in India of
dakhmas being erceted for the private use of an individual or
family. In 1786 M. J. Readymoney had a small dakhma built
for himself on his estate in Bombay. It has two pawis and a
small central well. Before its completion Readymoney died.
His body was kept in the vicinity on a stone platform, covered
and under an iron bier. It was placed in the new dakhma when
this was completed after one month. There is iron-netted
covering over the dakhma. The legend goes that when
Readymoney was returning from China, his Armenian bro-
ker, who happened to be an astrologer, advised him to build
an individual dakhma for himself. The broker further warned
him that if any other body was placed in his private dakhma,
his lineage would perish. Tt is said that after Readymoney’s
death the body of a newly born infant of his family was placed
in this dakhma. The body, so the story goes, was seen lying on
the ground outside the dakhma the next day, and was placed
again within it. The same night his heir had a dream in which
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Readymoney asked him to abandon this
(effort). Later, two bodies of his family
members were placed in the dakhma,
and thercafier Readymoney's lineage
died out, as was prognosticated by his
Armenian broker.

The other example is furnished by D
M. Dadyseth, a wealthy Parsi, who had a
dakhma erected for himself and his fam-
ily at Malabar Hill in Bombay in 1798,
He died in 1799 and was placed in his
own dakhma which was larger than the
one by Readymoney, with 57 pawis and
a central well.

Such individual dakhmas are not in
conformity with the spirit of Zoroastri-
anism since they vitiate the principles of
equality and simplicity. To preserve a
dead body for a month or so is a loath-
some practice which is tantamount to
committing the sin of “burying/conceal-
ing dead matter” called nasay-niganih
by the learned dasturs of Sassanian times,
A similar case of laying up the dead
body of a Parsi occurred in 1663. The
philanthropic Nanabhai Punjiaji Modi
of Surat died before the completion of a
public dakhma which he had started
building with his own money. His body
was placed nearby in the old dakhma
and covered temporarily with stones,
and was then shifted to the new one on

its completion after two months. No
other Parsi has ventured to build a pri-
vate dakhma since 1798.

Symbolic references

For devout Parsis, a dakhma is not sim-
ply a structure of stones, bricks and
lime, but is a religious institution which
helps Ohrmazd by combating impurity
produced by Ahriman, and aids the natu-
ral creations by the containment of pol-
lution. After the corpse has been de-
voured by vultures in the minimum of
time and with maximum speed, the bones
are exposed to the cleansing rays of the
sun (Avestan fivare. daresya), to be re-
moved ultimately to the central well and
reduced there to powder.

The dron services performed in
honor of the seven Amesha Spentas
including Ohrmazd, the yazad Srosh
and the holy spirits of the departed
bring down the blessing of the spirit
powers on the meritorious work of
building a dakhma. The cord made of
101 threads represents the 101 honor-
ific names of Ohrmazd which are re-
cited by Zoroastrians every day while
saying prayers and performing high
liturgies. The three windings of the
cord around the circumference of the
dakhma represent the three cardinal

virtues of Zoroastrianism, viz practis-
ing good thoughts, words and deeds
{Avestan humara, hubkhia, ivarshra).
The 301 nails, driven into the ground
with the recitation of Yatha ahu vairyo,
serve as an absorbent of impurities,
and the sacred cotton cord, wound
three times around the nails, acts as a
“boundary line” (Avestan karsha},
containing all impurities at that level,
The striking in of 301 nails is a re-
minder of the sacred covenant entered
into by the performing priests on be-
half of the community with
Spandarmad, the Amesha Spenta in
charge of the earth, for using the
ground of the dakhma for a period of
at least 301 years. In sum, a Zoroas-
trian dakhma serves as aspiritual pow-
erhouse erected by the priests with the
help of rituals (Pahlavi nirang) and
holy utterances (Pahlavi mansar) to
prevent impurities from penetrating
into the ground.

Edited text from a coniribu-
tion “The Parsi dakhma: its
history and consecration” sub-
mitted to Aes Orientales Vilin
1995 by Dastur (Dr) Firoze M.
Kotwal, at that lime the high
priest of Bombay's H. B. Wadia Alas Bahram,
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TRADITIONS

Addressing the aviary

A report from the three Bombay Parsi Punchayet trustees
who visited the National Centre for Birds of Prey in the UK

Minoo R. Shroff, Dinshaw R. Mehta, Dinshaw K. Tamboly

Given here are our observations and gist
of discussions with Jemima Parry-Jones
(JPJ) pursuant to our visit to the MNa-
tional Centre for Birds of Prey a
Gloucestershire on December 23, 2000,

The Centre is impressive with around
350 species of birds. The pens at
the Cenire are designed particu-
larly for breeding and the UK.
climate. They are timber bam
type structures, with the open
front covered in wire. A sloping
roof made from a substance
called ‘eternit,” which is a sub-
stitute forasbestos, provides shel-
ter to the birds from the natural
elements — rain, wind, cold and
sun. The suggested aviary structure for
Doongerwadi is fairly simple — poles
over whichnetting is fixed, with perches
and a natural ambience created for the
birds.

JPJ mentioned that to meet our re-
guirements we would need o locate
various different assured sources from
where 50 juvenile vultures, approxi-
malely eight weeks old, could be pro-
cured per annum for four years, i.e. a
total of 200 juvenile vultures.

JPJ recommended that the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) should seek the
help of the Bombay Natural History
Society (BNHS) and Rishad Naoroji to
locate the nests. JPJ suggested a dry run
as soon as possible as the vultures nest
from October to March. This would give
us an idea of the feasibility of the project
for 2002.

Juvenile vultures take at least eight
weeks to take wing and are required to
be nurtured very carefully during this
period, They need to be fed on chopped
goat or sheep meat after which they
would be ready for scavenging on hu-
man flesh. They need not be fed daily
beyond three months on this animal
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meat. However they will need a change
of diet on a regular basis. The life of
vultures is generally 40 vears and the
mating period is 15-20 years from five
1o 20425 years of age.

Only afterihe feasibility study iscom-

From lefi: Mehta, Shroff and Tambol

plete will the aviary need to be built.
Plans must be checked and passed by
JPJ. Once the aviary is built the perch-
ing, bathing areas and shade areas will
be designed and positioned on site by
JPJ.

The aviary need not be enclosed at
the top by a roof as done in UK (purely
for protection against the cold weather).
Only netting is required; double layer
shade netting made largely of plastic
material is recommended. It would re-
quire poles 25-30 ft above the height of
the dokhmawall covering a span of 300-
500 ft. It should be so constructed that
the entrance to the dokhma is not ob-
structed in any way. The net could also
serve as ascreen and we may not require
the proposed huge metal screen which
we intend to putup, The structure will be
much lighter than originally envisaged
and the total capital would be within the
budget set aside for construction of the
aviary.

However the tree nests of the while-
backed vultures would first need to be
located. After that, JPJ or her colleague

would come to India, visit the site and
advise and assist bird catchers on the
manner of *collecting and transporting”
the juvenile vultures. She would do the
first transpontations herself to see how
the vultures coped and once expertise
has been achieved, she would
leave the matter o our person-
nel.

Once the juvenile vullures
have beentransported to Bombay
they would be put inside an avi-
ary that would cover one dokhma
and a chotra. They will need to
have a physical checkup and be
visibly marked foridentification
purposes,

For approximately six weeks these
juvenile vultures would be fed by keep-
ing food (preferably rib cages and
chopped meat)ontrays. The trays would
be progressively shified, to a ramp on
the chotra and then inside,

Once the young vultures are flying
well and settled — within 14 o 16
weeks — food would not be placed on
trays. This would motivate the hungry
birds to fly into the dokhmas to feed.

JPJ mentioned we would need 1o
employ a veterinary doclor to be on call
(initially full-time and later on part-time)
and three to five helpers o look after the
vultures. The veterinary doctorand three
of the helpers should be deputed to JPI's
Centre foran eight-week training course.
Another Cenire has also offered (o help.
JPJ stated that she would not charge for
the training, and BPP would have to
bear the reasonably modest boarding
and lodging expenses, in addition to the
traveling and miscellaneous costs. IPI's
veterinarian will be approached to see if
he can help as well. It is essential that
individuals deputed by us have a good
command of the English language. It
may also be better to choose younger
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people with a genuine interest in birds
and wildlife.

Regarding the costs, JP] mentioned
that once the aviary was built and the
birds were in, the costs would be fairly
minimal — staffing, food and vitamins
for the birds and occasional veterinary
freatment.

The cost would be considerably lower
than that estimated by the BNHS which
JPI did not consider to be particularly
accurate. The first aviary required for
the first four years while the young birds
mature should not cost more than Rs 60
lakhs. The cost for the second (breed-
ing) aviary would be additional.

The recurring costs have tobe worked
out. The professional fees of JPJ would
be in addition to these costs, but these
would decrease as our experience in-
creases.

Raise a corpus

I would like 1o share my final views and
conclusions about the proposed aviary
project.

Having seen the actual aviary at
Newent, Gloucestershire, the cost of
constructing the aviary is indeed likely
1o be less than originally envisaged.

The BPP has already taken a decision
to earmark one crore rupees as one-time
capital expenditure for construction of
the aviary and Rs 23 lakhs per annum as

“The BPP has
already taken a
decision to earmark
one crore rupees as
one-time capital
expenditure for
construction of
the aviary”

recurring expenditure, Notwithstanding
the above, I feel the financial outlay is
still expected to be substantial and will
need 1o be raised from the community.

The expenses for building another
aviary for breeding later on have also to
be taken into consideration.

We need to bear in mind that the
annual fiscal deficit at Doongerwadi is
already Rs 25 lakhs per annum and
increasing. There would be a sharp in-

crease inthe fiscal deficitto offset which
it will be essential for community mem-
bers to extend their support.

We first need to ensure that 50 juve-
nile vultures can be procured annually
for four years i.e. 200 juvenile vultures.
A dry run should be undertaken as soon
as possible and only after the feasibility
study is complete, should the aviary be
built. The plans for the aviary have to be
checked and approved by her.

[tis also essential that the viral infec-
tion that has been plaguing the vultures
since 1996 should be taken into consid-
eration before the project is launched.

As I have mentioned earlier, it is
my perception that the requirement of
funds will be substantially more than
the amount earmarked by BPP. [ there-
fore feel it is imperative to raise a
substantial amount as corpus from the
community, as in the event of the
project not being successful, we would
not be wasting BPP resources, nor
leaving a major fiscal liability for our
successor trustees. Those contribut-
ing towards the project will be doing
so fully aware of all the accompany-
ing nuances,

Dinshaw K. Tamboly
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TRADITIONS

Valuing vultures

A conservationist who loves birds,
Jemima Parry-Jones runs UK'’s National
Centre for Birds of Prey

Arnavaz 5. Mama

It was nearly | p.m. and the temperature
outdoors hovered between 3°-5°C. Fog
muted the colors of the beautiful English
countryside as it sped past at 90- 100 miles
per hour over the two-and-a-half-hour
drive from London. In knee length dress
and galoshes, bareheaded Jemima Parry-
Jones had been raking the pens of some of
the more difficult denizens among the
350 inhabitants of vari-
ous species at her Na-
tional Centre for Birds
of Prey at Newentl,
Gloucestershire, when
we arrived.

The three Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP)

trustees, Minoo

e

Shroff, Dinshaw Mehta and Dinshaw
Tamboly, together with their wives and
Parsiana had been graciously driven
the long distance by Rumi Sethna, presi-

dent of the World Zoroastrian
Organisation and his wife Hilda in the
comfort of two BMWs. The trustees had
undertaken the trip to see for themselves
how a breeding aviary functioned be-
fore voting for or against the proposition
to install such a facility at Doongerwadi.

With noopinions except that whatever
is undertaken “should be good for the
vultures,” Parry-Jones, an international
authority on birds of prey, shared with the
visitors some of her firsthand knowledge
about the creatures whose disappearance
is a source of anguish for the Parsi Zoro-
astrians of India.

Only some of the habits of the nine
species of vultures are known. According
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to Parry-Jones the American condor eats
a pound of flesh a day butifithasn’teaten
for four or five days it will eat four to five
poundsaltogether whenitgetsthechance.
Unlike the other species, she said that the
palmnut vulture also eats nuts.
Questions regarding the health of the
birds who consume diseased/drugged
bodies led Parry-Jones to note that the
birds’ layer of Fat absorbs any poison
that it may have injested. When it loses
weight, the poison will affect it, she

e
Clockwise: Parry-Jones; an angle
of the Centre; an inguisitive valture
Photos: Amavaz 5. Mama

added. “Over the years the vultures have
fed and flown away... We are in an area
we don't know... But they do eat dis-
eased animals in the wild... even those
who've had anthrax... and it didn’t Kill
them.” Corpses of cattle treated with
antibiotics in the US were also con-
sumed by vultures, she remarked.

The visiting BPP trustees asked herif
it was safe to wait for a cure o the virus
presently afflicting the birds before pro-
ceeding with the aviary project and
whether the virus strikes birds in the
wild more than those in captivity. Parry-
Jones assured them, “If the parents are
sick, they’re not breeding. (There are)
very few juvenile birds around. If you
gel juvenile birds it means that their
parents were healthy.” Noting that a
virus normally hits birds who are six 1o

nine weeks old, Parry-Tones recalled
how she had lost 11 small falcons to a
virus some time ago. “The more they
move around, the safer (they are),” she
added,

One peculiarity of the vullures she
described was their tendency to vomit if
they are frightened after areally big meal.
“Only a vulture or a labrador will eat
vulture vomit,” she noted.

There seems no way of telling the sex
of the bird. “If it lays an egg it's a female
but you can’t guarantee if it doesn’t that
it’s 2 male. It could be a career woman!”
chuckled Parry-Jones.

The Indian vulture breeds once a year,
the season spanning the months from
October to March. The incubation period
i5 45 days and the Medglings remain in the
nest for about three months, informed
Parry-Jones adding that the “period of
post fledgling dependency is unknown.”

These birds lay a single egg per sea-
son, noted Parry-Jones.
Tocheck if the egg is fer-

o tile,one needstowatch in
,;E the first year if the bird
g hatches it If it does, the
omithologist suggests that
“in the next year, if the
first egg is removed the
bird will be tricked into
laying another,” which
would be a way of in-
creasing the population,

Though all “lifestock
get sick occasionally,” the vuliures are
quite strong, according to Parry-Jones.
She suggests the erection of a netted
dome eight to 10 feet higher than the
dokhma with adiameter of over 300 feet
supported by telegraph poles of metal or
concrete. “The bigger, the better,” she
says. Under this canopy,with the dokhma
at one end — double netted to obscure
vision from the apartments fringing
Doongerwadi — could be constructed
four or five sheltered areas, six feet
square with a height of 20 feet, with
roofing of a cheap modemn equivalent of
asbestos, called eternit, for protection
from sun and rain. These could also
include live trees. Also required within
the aviary would be a few pits, the size
of dining tables in length and width and
about a foot L[l.‘cp, filled with water for
the birds to bathe. “The water would
need lo be swept out every few days and
filled afresh,” instructed Parry-Jones.

“The babies don’t become tame, but



With best compliments from

JIMMY S. ARDESHER

ENTERPRISES

They say that...

Behind every successful man
there is a woman

Behind every Boss there is his
Efficient Secretary

We say that...

Behind every beautiful woman
and handsome man

There is a Beauty Parlour

(9 out of 10 its Ours)

NU ENNIS
6A, Corporation Place, Ph: 244-2272

AUGUST MOON
Strictly a ladies Beauty Parlour
27A/B Royd Street, Ph: 29-8873

In MADRAS we have 5 Branches

ENNIS 1
Fountain Plaza, Egmore, Ph: §26-2956

ENNIS 11
Bhaoya Complex, Puraswalkam
Ph: 642-7117

ENNIS III
Paran Manere, Ph: 827-0618

JIMMY'S ENNIS
Fountain Plaza, Egmore, Ph: 827-8760

GENTLEMAN JIM
Bhaiya Complex, Puraswalkam
Ph: 532-5906

142 Parsigna March 2001

they become habituated. The staff will get used to them and the
vultures will get used to people,” says Parry-Jones. “If the same
people clean the aviary, rake the ground every day, they’ll not
mind.” Vulture droppings are normally dry, and could be
gathered into a compost heap for the garden, says Parry-Jones,
assuring the trustees, “vultures don't destroy plants.”

Parry-Jones® suggested plan of action is to ascertain the
availability of fledglings with the help of Rishad Naoroji of
Godrej and the Bombay Natural History Society (about 50 per
year, for four years is the goal) and make a dry run to establish
the time it would take to transport them from their original
nests to the Doongerwadi aviary where nests would be pro-
vided at ground level.

The first three months would be the period of highest
maintenance, says Parry-Jones. At that stage the chicks are
very limid. They will need to be fed on chopped goat or sheep
meat. “They will learn that this tray has food” and follow it as
it is moved around to the ramp of the chotra and inside it,
assures the expert. “Once they start to fly around, there should
be no food in the chotra for the next four days... They are
inquisitive birds. Eventually they will land on the wall of the
dokhma...” On days when there are no funerals, the birds
would need to be fed on animal meat. “On odd days they must
get a change in diet,” asserts Parry-Jones, adding that this
experiment is new to her too: *1"'m guessing because T haven't
done this either!”

Parry-Jones is ready to train two or three persons free of
charge for two months, though the Punchayet would need to
arrange for their living cost of approximately £ 30 per day.
“Choose English speakers... with a natural affinity to ani-
mals,” she advises. “1'm not a genius. Nobody knows every-
thing. You have to have interest... If you have any Parsi vets
send them for about a month’s training with our ver.”

Having kept birds for 30 years Parry-Jones says she knows
that “if you have enough birds and enough choice, it's
perfectly easy 1o breed them,” adding, “You may be able to
breed enough to repopulate other parts of India. Butit'll be
eight-10 years before you're ready to release them,” she
cautions, suggesting that that time frame be worked into the
BPP's application for permissions.

TEAM CONGRESS

continued from page 94

of the community: “The majority of people in each asso-
ciation were not really bothered!™ g

“No one came for the North American Mobed Council
meeting,” remarked Dastoor. “Mobeds from around the
world should meet and discuss. They should get together
and come up with something concrete,” she noted, adding,
“{There’s) lots to be done on the communal front. We tried
to form panels from different countries so that different
issues could be discussed.” What she considered the big-
gest success was in getting people together, especially the
professionals. “It made people proud that it was as good as
anything in the mainstream.”

Summing up the Congress in retrospect Dastoor noted,
“The organization of the program should have been the
sole responsibility of FEZANA and the local arrange-
ments, the responsibility of the hosting anjuman of Hous-
ton. For unless there is a complete separation of jurisdic-
tion and trust, operating with co-chairs can be very diffi-
cult.” Arnavaz §, Mama
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TRADITIONS

Doongerwadi decision on hold

The Punchayet's decision to permit the use of the
bunglis for those opting for cremation or burial provokes protest

The implementation of a decision by six
trustees of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
{BPP) to permit the use of the bunglis at
Doongerwadi for the funerary riles of
those opting for burial or cremation has
been put on hold following protests by
various orthodox groups. The trustees
had announced their decision for the use
of the bunglis lollowing rep-
resentation from a group
called.Disposal of the Dead
with Dignity Action Group
(DDD-AG) led by eminent
professionals like Drs Farokh
Udwadia, Rusi Soonawalla,
lawyers like Jangoo Gagrat,
Khattu Cooper, Tehmtan Andhya-
rujina and other outstanding men and
women of the community.

The awareness of dead bodies ly-
ing undisposed in the dokhmas for
long laps of time because of the disap-
pearance of the vulwres from Doon-
gerwadi has led some otherwise fer-
vent Zarathushtis to think in terms of
opting for alternative methods of dis-
posal. The DDD-AG’s other demands
were to allow Zoroastrian priests to per-
form for them the necessary ceremo-
nies, and to work toward establishing a
crematorivm at Doongerwadi. While the
BPP trustees, with the exception of
Rustom Tirandaz, agreed to the first of
these requests, the organizing of mobeds
to say the requisite prayers was left to
the concemed families and the request
for setting up a crematorium was totally
rejected.

Thereafter the announcement of the
BPP's decision to permit use of the
bunglis in the Parsi Press on February
18, 2001 united various subgroups of
orthodox Zoroastrians into collective
objection. Thus, the Dadar Jashan Trust
held a protest meet at the Patkar Hall on
February 23, 2001 where dissenting
trustee Tirandaz was given a rousing
ovation. It was said to have been origi-
nally planned as a protest against the
BPP's proposed aviary project. How-
ever there was no response from the
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Arnavaz 5. Mama

BPP toits resolution demanding that the
Punchayet revoke its earlier decision.
Rumors of a morcha masterminded
by Khshnoomist speaker Adi Doctor,
president of the Dadar Jashan Trust, on
March 6, 2001 prompted the Punchayet
to seck police protection. Questioned in
writing by the police, Doctor had offi-

Clockwise from rop léft: Guzder,
Shroff, Kavarana, Mehia, Tirandaz,
Tamboly and Engineer

cially disassociated himself from the
protest meet at the BPP office. Unde-
terred, protesiers gathered under the
banner of the Save Doongerwadi Action
Committee (SDAC) convened by char-
tered accountant Hoshang Wania.
While there was said to be a turnout
of about 65 persons in its support, abowt
2510 30 persons were allowed up to the
BPP office on the third floor of the SirJ.
J. Parsee Benevolent Institution build-
ing. After astrategy-planning session in
the graciously vacated office of BPP's
chief executive officer Behram Dastur,
the group trouped behind its appointed
spokesmen — Bangalore high priest
Madirshah Unvalla, solicitor Minoo
Siodia, columnist Noshir Dadrawala,
Zoroastrian Studies (Z5) founder
Khojeste Mistree, Dadar Athornan
Madressa principal Ramiyar Karanjia
and Wania — to confront the trustees.

They said they had 5,000 signatures of
Zarathushtis in support of their stand
(the signatories were asked whether they
were in favor of cremation or not), in-
cluding the panthakies of all the Bom-
bay agiaries. The eight high prniests of
the community have already noted joint
protest in a letter published in the Parsi
Press,

The SDAC's main
arguments were that:
sthe trustees had takena
decision regarding reli-
gious practice without
consulting the clergy;
+the trustces had permit-
ted the use of bunglis and prayers
when a body was due for cremation —
a defilement of the fire energy vener-
ated by Zoroastrians — which was
doctrinally taboo;
sthe DDD-AG has the resources o
build its own bungli in the vicinity of
the Worli crematorium which, it was
alleged, the DDD has renovated;
*DDD-AG members like Udwadia and
Gagrat would be emulated by the great
majority of the community so that it was
possible to visualize ascenario where all
bunglis were appropriated by those opt-
ing for altenate modes of disposal and
none was available for those seeking
dokhmenashini;

*The World Health Organisation’s re-
pori notes that dead bodies do not lead to
epidemics.

After more than three long hours of
argument and counterargument between
the BPP board and the members of the
SDAC including dissenting trustee Ti-
randaz and a further half-hour of con-
sultation among the six board members
and the BPP's senior executive officers,
BPP trusiee Dadi Engineer announced
on behalf of the BPP board (Tirandaz
excepted) that the BPP trustees will in-
vite the DDD-AG representatives o a
joint meeting with representatives of the
SDAC and the BPP's board of trustees.
Until then the BPP will withhold the
implementation of its earlier decision to
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allow the use of bunglis at Doongerwadi
for the funerary rites of those who opt
for cremation or burial.

Edited text of the letter of the seven BPP
trustees dated February 14, 2001

The various issues connected with
Doongerwadi have over the last two and
a half years been the subject of discus-
sion, debate, and in some instances con-
siderable disagreement between vari-
ous individuals and scholars of our reli-
gion holding well-meaning but diver-
gent views,

Atthe meeting of the samast anjuman
called by the trustees of the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) on December
15, 2000, the views of a representative
cross section who attended were pa-
tiently heard. Prior to the meeting and
even thereafter, various individuals and
religious groups have been in constant
contact with the trustees, propounding
their own views and theories.

The trustees have all along informed
those with whom they have interfaced,
as also at the meeting that they, as the
legal custodians of the funds and prop-
erties of the Parsi Punchayet, would take
an ultimate decision in the matter, after
taking into consideration all relevant

factors, and inform the community al
large about the same.

The trustees, having heard all indi-
viduals and groups very patiently and
with understanding, respect and appre-
ciation of all points of view, are of the
opinion that each and every one is a
committed and dedicated Zoroastrian
who has his/her own theory on the issues
in question. But in view of complete
lack of vultures all agree that a need for
exploring other options has become
imperative.

Having seriously considered all is-
sues, doctrinal as well as legal, the trust-
ees have taken the following decisions
about which they would like to inform
the community:

It has been decided that the system of
sprinkling herbal/chemical composition
over the dead bodies would continue.

The air-freshening plant is nearly
ready for operation and will commence
in the near future. Initially this will be
used at one dokhma, and thereafter, if it
proves to be effective and convenient,
the trustees may favorably consider con-
necting the other dokhmas.

It has been decided by the trustees to
proceed with the project to raise vul-
tures in captivity. This will naturally be
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subject to locating the nests, taking the
Juvenile vultures from the wild after
obtaining prior permissions from the
concerned authorities. Should it not be
possible to procure the juvenile vultures
arobtain the necessary permissions, this
option may have to be reconsidered.
The cost factors of this project have
been carefully considered by the trust-
ees and will be reviewed constantly.

An order has been placed for one
solar panel which is expected by mid-
March after which it will be installed
and trials condueted on animal carcasses.
Should the trials be successful, one
dokhma will be fitted with the required
number of solar panel units and the
sysiem introduced. Should the trials not
yield satisfactory results this option may
have to be reviewed.

The trustees are of the view that with
the intended implementation of the avi-
ary project and the use of the solar pan-
els, they would have adhered 1o the
doctrinal concepts of dokhmenashini and
Khorshed Nagirashni and honored their
commitment to uphold, strengthen and
" maintain the time-honored system of
dokhmenashini,

A group of prominent Zoroastrians,
comprising persons from the legal, medi-
cal and other fields have formed a body
called “Disposal of the Dead with Dig-
nity — Action Group.” Members of the
Group have been having a dialog with
the trustees for some time now and they
have expressed distress that due o ab-
sence of vultures, the bodies of the dead
are only exposed to the elements and
hence lie there undisposed. They have
therefore been advocating the need for
selling up a crematorium on Doonger-
wadi land. This suggestion was not found
acceptable to the trustees. The Group
further highlighted their anguish at not
being allowed at least the use of the
bunglis at Doongerwadi for the perfor-
mance of the four-day obsequies of their
departed family members (for those who
opt for a cremation or other alternative
maode of disposal of their dear departed).
The lawyers on the said committee have
opined that there is no bar to permitting
at least the use of the bunglis 1o any
Zoroastrian for performance of the four-
day ceremonies of the departed who
wish to avail of the alternative system of
disposal.

It would be in order o briefly explain
here the legal position. As was explained
at the samast anjuman meeting, the
Doongerwadi property is held by the
trustees of the BPP under several trust
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deeds. The crucial words in some of the
relevant trust deeds are to the effect that
the trustees shall use the property as *a
place for exposure of the dead and for
the performance of other religious rites
and ceremonies,” From the foregoing, it
will be seen that the trustees are en-
joined, under the relevant trust deeds, to
use the property for exposure of the
dead (to natural elements). This is being
done by adhering to the system of
dokhmenashini. It will also be seen that
the relevant trust deeds refer to “the
performance of other religious rites and
ceremonies.” In view of this, the trustees
are of the opinion that permitting the use
of the bunglis for the four-day prayvers
and the removal of the body by the
relatives (or near ones) of the deceased
toaplace other than Doongerwadi would
be in keeping with the provisions of the
relevant trust deeds.

The trusiees are informed that the
above is the viewpoint of a fairly large
representative segment of the commu-
nity (including those who are ardent
followers and practitioners of the Zoro-
astrian faith). The trustees being appre-
ciative of the concerns expressed to them
as also the legal position stated above,
have decided to allow the use of the
bunglis at Doongerwadi for the perfor-
mance of the four-day obsequies of those
who opt for modes of disposal other than
the traditional system of dokhmenashini,
[t may be clarified that those who opt for
an alternative mode of disposal will also
have to arrange for the priests 1o perform
the geh sarna and other funeral ceremo-
nies. The Punchayet will in no way be
responsible or involved in the same. It
may be clarified that after the funeral
ceremony (geh sarna) is performed, the
relativesof the deceased who opt forthis
system would be free to take the body of
the deceased away from Doongerwadi
and have it cremated or buried else-
where. The four-day ceremonies would
be performed at Doongerwadi in such
cases, if the relatives of the deceased so
desire. It is further clarified that the
proposal for the construction of a cre-
matorium has been rejected and it is
made clear that the trustees are not in
favor of construction of a crematorium
at Doongerwadi.

The trustees are at pains to empha-
size
+that no pressures have been brought 1o
bear on them in arriving at the last men-
tioned decision and that their decision is
based on a consideration of the feelings
and views of a fair cross section of the

community,

+that the above decision does not imply
that there is any proposal to construct a
crematorium or a burial ground at
Doongerwadi and

sthat the above decision to permit use of
the bunglis would not in any manner
hamper or affect the method of disposal
of the dead by the system of dokhme-
nashini,

The trustees realize that some indi-
viduals and groups may have strong
feelings concerning the decisions taken,
but the trustees urge them to please
consider the issue in its complete per-
spective and act with rationality and as
members of an educated and enlight-
ened community.

Itis the fervent request of the trustees
that all individuals and groups may real-
ize that in taking the above decisions,
the trustees have acled in a practical and
pragmatic manner, having appreciated
all the opinions expressed, and that the
decisions taken are in the overall inter-
ests of all sections of the community,
keeping in mind doctrinal as well as
legal aspects.

The trustees appeal to all members of
the community to extend their full sup-
port in laying to rest this contentious
issue of our times. [tis further requested
the smooth implementation of the deci-
sions taken be allowed to be undertaken
without rancor. The latter course of ac-
tion will only precipitate matters and
may result in a sitwation from which
there will emerge only losers and no
winners and the outcome of which may
harm the larger interests of the commu-
nity.

The above are the unanimous deci-
sions of all the trustees, save and except
that of Rustom Tirandaz who does not
agree with the decision to permit the use
of the bunglis to those who wish to opt
for the system of cremation or other
alternative system of disposal of the
dead. His separate note of dissent is
enclosed.

1. N. Guader, M. R. Shroff, 5. K. Kavarana, D. R,
Mehta, D. B. Engincer, R, 5. Tirandaz and D. K.
Tamboly

Edited text of Rustom Tirandaz' note of
dissemt dared February 14, 2001 ad-
dressed to s co-trustees

It is with a very heavy heart, and with
greal reluctance, that [ pen the following
lines and hope that wisdom will dawnon
us and we will stand steadfast in the
larger interest of the faith and not buckle
over in the matter of revising our tenets
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and principles of Zoroastrianism.

I therefore wish to record for the sake
of posterity, for what my individual say
is worth, my protest and strong dissent
in the matter of bringing about changes
at the Doongerwadi, which are likely to
destroy the basic foundations of our
Zoroastrian traditions and belief struc-
tures.

Therefore, I wish toretract and disso-
ciate myself from whatever decisions
that were taken by us on February 10,
2001 under the intimidation by a hand-
ful of very successful and prosperous
and well placed people in public life
who siridently have sought to eclipse
the age-old practice of having the last
rites of only those Zoroastrians whose
relatives opt for the dokhmenashini sys-
tem of the disposal of the dead on the
Doongerwadi precincts.

Itis my considered opinion that those
whose relatives opt for cremation or
burial in an area serviced by
dokmenashini are not true Zoroasirians
and therefore if they seek an alternate
form of disposal of their dead, they may
do so elsewhere. This is not to say that |
seek to give them a certificate to that
effect, but only to respectfully point oul
what has been doctrinally told to us by
generations of scholars and high priests.

This reformist group's total disre-
gard of my proposal to consult the vast
majority of the orthodox in our commu-
nity has fallen on deaf ears and their
threat of moving the court under some
interpretation of the trust deed has inone
stroke demolished the trusiees’ affidavit
on oath of upholding the traditions and
practice of dokhmenashini that we had
executed some time last year to rightly
support the orthodoxy and the high
priesis.

It is sad for me to have witnessed the
successful and wealthy peoples’ repre-
sentatives wax eloquently on the one
hand that the trustees of loday are doing
their job and therefore they would not
move the charity commissioner for their
removal for dereliction of duty, as in-
sinuated by them. In the same breath
they have threatened the trustees that
although the Doongerwadi lands are the
property of the community and that they
could never be acquisitioned under any
of the laws of the land, there was still a
possibility that the government may do
50 il it were convinced that the system
having failed, was posing a major health
hazard with a likelihood of an epidemic
being started in the heart of the city.

With best
compliments

from
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Nothing could ever be a greater trav-
esty of truth than this preposterous con-
tention. For over a couple of centuries,
there has never been any disease known
to mankind that has emanated from sun
drying dead bodies in the Towers of
Silence either at Bombay or anywhere
else in the world. As a matter of fact
there is no airborne discase known to
man which emanates from a drying
corpse. Albeit the process of decay may
throw up a foul odor, to neutralize which
we have sought to set up the air purifier
system, and the three other projects,
which are on stream at the precincts of
the Doongerwadi at this present pointin
time.

Further, 1 would like the doomsay
soothsayers to realize that the Kumbh
Mela in North India is a thousand-fold
more hazardous situation with hundreds
of dead bodies floating on the waters of
the river Ganges and yet the government
refrains from acting in any manner
against the wishes and sentiments of the
vast majority of the Hindus,

I would also like to point out that the
Bohra community produced a reformer
who dragged his cause to the court of
law only to be told by the court that he
could start his own denomination, if he
so desired; however he should refrain
from upsetting the applecart of the ma-
jority of communitly members.

[tis my considered opinion that these
reformists who want to take the bodies
out of the Doongerwadi complex either
for burial or cremation are out to change
the present system of consigning the
dead bodies to the Towers of Silence
once the final prayers are completed.
They are seeking 1o do so in an anti
Zoroastrian way. Why don’tthese people
take it upon themselves and set up their
own system elsewhere, without tram-
pling upon the hopes, aspirations, de-
sires and the belief structures of the
nameless, faceless, silent toiling major-
ity. whose only salvation is God and
religion.

I would also like to remind you thatin
matters of religion, we have always
sought and respectfully obeyed the ad-
vice and the directive of the high priests,
scholars and the educated clergy. More-
over, we have on record their letter ask-
ing us to desist from what in fact we as
the trustees are planning to allow. For
your information, our venerable high
priests also turned down a similar plea
from the trusteces of the Poona Parsi
Panchayat as well.

Surely their opinion must be taken
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into account on such an important issue
which will affect the future rital life of
the community. It is also absurd that the
aforesaid letter of the educated and quali-
fied clergy has not been responded to by
us, the trustees, for over two months but
we are now willing to bend over back-
wards to appease those within the com-
munity with position and power within
less than a week of theirextending us the
threat.

Let us not forget that wherever the
Parsi/Irani Zoroastrians settled down in
India, even before they constructed their
places of worship, they set up their
dokhmas. Let not the ethos of the whole
community be put on the altar of a
handful of moneybags whose desire has
always been at least for the past half a
century, to reform their community
members to leave this so-called barbaric
system, so to speak, and read the writing
on the wall and modernize and fall in
line with their thinking.

Morcover the samast anjuman meel-
ing held in December 2000 overwhelm-
ingly showed us that a total majority of
those present supported the system of
dokhmenashini, with not even one mems-
ber of the audience seeking to bring ina
change for either cremation or burial,
Isn't it an appropriate time to call an-
other samast anjuman meeting and ask
the community at large, both orthodox
and reformists, o express their views on
this important issue?

If, very strongly is how they feel,
then let them take their belief structures
and peddle them elsewhere, Let them
not state and contend that the trust deed
of the 55-acre cemetery land also en-
joins a ParsifIrani Zoroastrian to have a
wedding or a jashan on the premises.
This absurd argument which had cur-
ried favor with us all when we collec-
tively acquiesced, is to my mind self-
defeating and cannot stand the scrutiny
of any court oreven a sane human being.

[ cannot imagine any sensible person
giving in to such a threat in any other
community, but then Parsis will be Parsis
and we have done so.

Now better late than never, 1 call
upon you to dissociate my name from
the records of the meeting and record
my voice of dissent. Any unilateral agree-
ment or decision arrived at without con-
sulting the larger body of the commu-
nity will make us out to be the Trojan
horses of the community on the thresh-
old of the 21st century.

Let dokhmenashini continue to pre-
vail in its pristine form and let us pass on

1o our descendants what we have inher-
ited from our ancestors,

Letter from Kavarana and Mehta dated
February 22, 2001

As a lot of controversy has been gener-
ated by the recent Bombay Parsi Pun-
chayet (BPP) trustees’ decision allow-
ing prayers al Doongerwadi for those
cremated outside, we, the undersigned
two trustees, Silloo Kavarana and Din-
shaw Mehta, in response to various que-
ries, would like toclarify our position as
follows:

Asall are aware, vultures at Doonger-
wadi, which play a vital role in the
disposal of our dead, are almost non-
existent at present. This naturally trans-
lates itself into a serious problem with
all its attendant consequences.

Despite the situation, we do believe
that the present method of disposing the
dead is indeed the best method and has
to be preserved at any cost. This has led
to the proposal of establishing an aviary
for the captive breeding of vultures as
also a proposal to install solar powered
reflectors to hasten the drying process.

The trustees find themselves in the
unenviable position of being caughtin a
crossfire between supporters of dokh-
menashini and the bitter opponents of
the present system and supporters of
installing a crematorium, and they are
now joined by opponents of the aviary
proposal and opponents of the solar re-
flector proposal (surprisingly the last
two are both being opposed by the or-
thodox sections of the community), who
have also entered the fray.

In view of the opposition from the
orthodox section of the community rep-
resented by the Dadar Jashan Trust and
Adi Doctor and his group as also the
Traditional Zarathustris Mailing List
(TZML as they call themselves) to the
setting up of an aviary to bring back the
vultures at Doongerwadi, very little op-
tion was left with the trustees and a
practical decision had to be taken in the
matter. The Disposal of the Dead with
Dignity (DDD) — Action Group's pro-
posal for setting up a crematorium on
the Doongerwadi lands was rejected by
the trustees in spite of their threat (o go
tocourt on the issue and it was suggested
tothem withaheavy heart that instead of
having a crematorium, we would be
willing toallow the use of the bunglis for
prayers of those cremated outside, which
alsothey claimed as their right under the
trust deed of the BPP.

Itmay be clarified here that this deci-
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sion was unanimously taken by the trust-
ees including Rustom Tirandaz on Feb-
ruary 0, 2001 in a meeting with Rustom
Gae of Delhi and the DDD group. This
was reiterated on February 10, 2001
unanimously by all the trustees includ-
ing Tirandaz, in a meeting with the law-
yers and doctors and others of the DDD
group. However on February 13, 2001
when the letter informing the commu-
nity of our decision was being drafted,
Tirandaz suddenly thrust his dissenting
note on the trustees. We found it surpris-
ing to go back on a unanimous decision
already taken and conveyed to the other
side, especially when the decision was
in the larger interest of the community.

While reiterating that we do believe,
at a personal level, that the present sys-
tem can survive only if the vultures are
brought back, little purpose is served in
denying prayers for the soul of the de-
parted whose relatives may prefer cre-
mating them elsewhere. The trust deed
does not specifically prohibit the use of
bunglis for such prayers and religious
ceremonies. The Punchayet counsel who
was consulted on this issue also advised
us that there was no bar to it in the trust
deed and it was in the interest of the
community to allow it in order to avoid

public controversy in a court of law.

It has been made clear 1o the DDD
group that the high priests are not in
favor of such a practice and in view of
the constantly changing stance of the
high priests as experienced by us on the
twin issues of aviary and solar panels,
we informed them that it would be their
responsibility to arrange for the priests
o perform the prayers and religious
ceremonies at the Doongerwadi com-
plex. If the priests who are supposed to
uphold our religious rites and ceremo-
nies are willing to perform the religious
prayers then who are we to object? It
was felt that the priests would uphold
their religious duties. In any case, even
today, it is common practice for most
agiaries to conduct prayers for those
who have been cremated, and therefore
the decision of the trustees to allow such
prayers to be conducted in the bungli is
not at all a departure from tradition or
anything radical as is sought to be made
out by a section of the community. By
permitting such prayers in the bungli,
the same rules of not allowing non-
Parsis to enter the bungli atany time will
be observed strictly. Of course, it is a
matter of free will whether the priests do
or do not wish to perform such ceremo-
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nies at the bungli and there is no element
of compulsion in this regard and ulii-
mately it will be the priests who will
decide whether religious rites of those
cremated outside can be done at the
bunglis.

We may add here that both of us have
categorically informed our family mem-
bers and secured their undertaking that
we be consigned tothe dokhma, whether
the vultures have returned or not. But
that is our personal decision and we feel
itis not fair to impose our views on those
who opt for an alternate method in view
of the absence of vultures.

We do expect that the community
will appreciate the difficult position in
which the trustees find themselves when
they are making a sincere effort not 1o
hurt the feelings of any section of the
community nor o make any radical de-
parture from tradition.

Lastly attimes like these, itis prudent
nol to air these controversies in public,
in the larger interest of the community.

© Letter from Shroff, Engineer and
Tamboly dated March 5, 2001,
The trustees of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet (BPP), afler taking into ac-
count all considerations, took the fol-
lowing decisions on February 6, 2001:
*To allow the use of bunglis to those
who opt for methods of disposal other
than the iraditional system of
dokhmenashini,
*The trustees would have no objection,
should any priests perform the obse-
quies from the bunglis at Doongerwadi
of those opting for an alternate method
of disposal.

These decisions have, as expected,
caused anxiety amongst those favoring
the continuity of the traditional method
of dokhmenashini.

We have been personally inundated
with telephone calls and e-mails from
members of the community, some of
whom have expressed solidarity with
the decisions taken by the trustees (ini-
tially unanimously but later on by a
majority of 6:1 with colleague Rustom
Tirandaz dissenting), whilst some have
been dissatisfied by this decision.

Before providing our personal per-
spective, itis essential for us to mention
by way of a preamble, that as trustees,
we have to think with our heads and feel
with our hearts, and take decisions based
on virtual realities. Whilst we do con-
sider the sensitivities of any issue that

i we deliberate, discuss and debate, we
cannot take decisions based on emo-
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tions and sentimenis. We have taken the
decisions in all sincerity and after due
deliberation.

Our (trustees’) serious involvement
with the issue in question began during
May 1998 when we received repeated
complaints about the inconvenience
caused to families residing in the vicin-
ity of Doongerwadi. It was ascertained
that the existing system of
dokhmenashini was indeed not fune-
tioning satisfactorily and was in need of
strengthening. We were all naturally
very concerned and decided it was nec-
essary to take suitable action in the mat-
ter.

With a view to combat the issue, we
invited many individuals — prelates,
priests, scholars, members of our
Doongerwadi committee, elc — 1o a
meeting where the facts were laid before
them, and their involvement requested
in suggesting solutions to strengthen
our traditional system that was not func-
tioning effectively.

It was as a result of this meeting and
several subsequent ones that various
options such asthe aviary project, herbal/
chemical composition application
project, the air freshening project and
the solar panel project are presently be-
ing pursued by individuals who con-
ceived of these “system strengthening
methods.’

The trustees do not claim to have any
knowledge about our religious doctrines,
on account of which we sought guid-
ance in these matters from those in the
know,

Regrettably, the religious scholars
and priests familiar with the doctrines
began to differ on the subject and chose
to counter and confront rather than co-
operate with one another. Even the prel-
ates differed with one another in their
views,

It is a fact, rather an unfortunate one,
that what started out as a genuine desire
to strengthen our traditional system,
degenerated into a game of politics and
intrigue, a game in which there can be
only losers, no winners.

With religious scholars and priests
differing with one another, high priests
being indecisive and prone 1o vacillate,
the issue aired in the media and high-
lighted continuously, prompted indi-
viduals who are concerned about the
system notworking satisfactorily to seek
an alternate form of disposal.

We live ina democratic society, gov-
erned by laws that bestow on everyone
— individuals and institutions — cer-

tain rights, duties and obligations. [rre-
spective of religious denominations, in-
dividual preferences and beliefs, cus-
toms and long practice, all of us have to
submit to the laws of the land.

These like-minded individuals have
now formed a group to exercise a privi-
lege that is theirs; a fact confirmed by
legal opinion. .

The thrust of this group is that they
are in no way seeking any change of the
present system. They maintain that those
who desire 1o pursue the existing system
are free to follow the same,

The specific concern of this group is
that those who are its members are also
Zoroastrians, vested with a right, that
allows them the freedom to choose their
mode of disposal, and the community
infrastructure, that is available for all
Zoroastrians, cannot be denied to them.

As trustees, our colleagues and we
are the custodians of the assets that we
hold, and it is our duty to ensure that they
are preserved and not diluted.

After much deliberation, a perusal of
ourtrust deeds and advice from the legal
fraternity, we (trustees) arrived at the
conclusion that it was indeed under law,
obligatory for us to allow the use of
bunglis to those who wished to have the
prayers performed at Doongerwadi and
thereafler remove the body to a place
other than Doongerwadi for cremation
or any other mode of disposal.

The decision by the trustees was
taken, fully aware that a section of the
community would be dissatisfied. It
should however be known that the trust-
ees ook the decision not only in due
deference of the law, but also to save the
existing system, sustain and strengthen
it.

It is a known fact that trustees have
not abandoned any of the projects o
strengthen the system.

We would emphasize that our col-
leagues and we took the decision with-
out any pressure having been brought o
bear, but only after taking all the ground
realities intoconsideration, and we stand
by the decision that we have taken.

Some individuals have expressed in-
dignation that the high priests were not
consulied before the decisions were
taken. Having experienced time and
again in the past (how) our prelates tend
to shift positions,can anyone in all hon-
esty blame the trustees for not consult-
ing them? In addition, the provisions of
law have to be given due weight as
explained above.

continued on page 248
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CINEMA

“The __
audiences
will

return’....

Chitra cinema owner Dara Mehta is confident
that cinema and television can coexist

CHITRA ‘

Enscenced in his window seat over-
looking a tableau of rooftops, punctu-
ated with the occasional high-rise, Dara
P. Mehta says: “For cinema owners the
wheel is now tuming favorably. We
have achance 1o coexist with television.
If you provide a good cinema hall with
creature comforts at affordable rates,
audiences will come back. We at Chitra
are aiming at repeat audiences, people
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who come again and again to view films
in an ambience of luxury.” Mehta, the
proprietor of Chitra, runs The P. D.
Mehta Group of Theatres which owns or
controls 17 cinema houses across Gujarat
and Maharashtra in places as far apart as
Ahmedabad, Baroda, Bulsar, Chikhli
and Khergam to Sholapur and Masik.
The group is named after Dara’s father,
Phiroze Dorabji Mehta, who is, says his

son, still loved and revered in industry
circles even 19 years after his death in
1982.

Chitra, strategically situated on the
busy Dr Ambedkar Road at Dadar and
built in 1940 by Dara’s grandfather
Dorabji, has been transformed for the
firsttime in its 60-year history. Fully air-
conditioned with plush seats which have
cup holders for soft drinks and papeorn,
a state of the art Dolby digital surround
EX sound system and the latest projec-
tion system, the cinema is comparable to
theaters in the US or Europe, notes
Mehta. “We have imported the new
Zenon lamp house and Platter sysiems
from the US which provide big screen
clarity. There is steady light even at the
comners of the screen, no dark patches or
flicker either.” The 635-seat Chitra has
also introduced a special ‘executive
class’ at the lower (stalls) level with
bigger seats priced at an affordable Rs
50, the stalls cost Rs 35. Balcony tickets
are priced at Rs 60 and all rates are lower
for matinee shows,

Mehta records his appreciation of the
role played by his architect and interior
designer Udayan Bhatt, civil engineer
Aspi Machliwala, accoustic and techni-
cal consultant Jal Mistry and others in-
volved with the cinema's renovation,
Moral and psychelogical support has
been continuously forthcoming from his
mother Tehmi and younger sister
Cooma, assents Dara, as also from his
uncles Dr Minoo and the late Manek
Daver and their wives Dina and Dilly.
“Though we have had to take a loan for
the refurbishment which will take quite
a long time to repay, we had to upgrade
the cinema or survival would have be-
come difficult,” he contends,

With its office situated in a building
housing the offices of distributors and
exhibitors in central Bombay, the Group
has a 26-year history of dealing with top
Hollywood production companies like
Warner Brothers, Paramount, Colum-
bia, 20th Century Fox, etc. Chilrascreens
a mix of English and Hindi films. Re-
centsuccessful runshave included blood
and bullet blockbusters like Mission
Impossible If, Gladiator, social dramas
like Erin Brockovich and the popular
Mohabairein.*We have to fight with the
government on the issue of entertain-
ment tax,” smiles Mehta, “If we fight 10
times we get heard once!” The govern-
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ment also permits theater
owners to include a one ru-
pee service charge in the
price of the uckets, an
amount Mehta believes is
totally inadequate.

Does the recent urmoil
in the film industry regard-
ing the alleged links of stars
and financiers with notori-
ous elements affect cinema
owners? we ask. Not really,
replies Mehta, “as we are notinvolved in
any way with production or distribution,
We generally book films made by big
banner companies which are relatively
safe.” He bemoans the fact however that
Bollywood (the Bombay Hindi film in-
dustry) has not been able to effectively
curb the bane of video piracy. “The
video piracy laws of Hollywood are

quite strict. There can be no release of

the video version for six months. This s
a good period — it saves the industry. In
the case of Hindi films, a weak movie
suffers greatly as the cat is out of the bag,
so to speak. Ifa movie is good. the video
serves as a trailer!”

Thecinema’s founder Dorabji Mehia,
a redoubtable character, had served n

Chitra’s new look
{alongside and
below) and three
generations of
the Mehta family
(from left):
Cooverbai and
Dorabji, Phiroze
and Dara

the Indian Expeditionary Force over-
seas in the First World War for which he
was awarded three medals, notes a brief
history of the Group., Dorabiji stepped
into the scene of motion picture exhibi-
tion in 1930, building Chitra 10 years
later. After his demise in 1954, his son
Phiroze consolidated and expanded the

continued on page 170
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BUSINESS

The

‘CHINESE’
COUSINS

“¥oung couples are shifting to the sub-
urbs; double income families prefer eat-
ing out than cooking after a hard day's
work,” says Cyrus Chinoy, joint owner
of Wok N Roll which made a foray into
the restaurant business in Bombay in
October 2000, The success of Golden
Dragon, the Chinese eatery in Surat
started 10 years ago by Chinoy and his
partner Merzy Patel, emboldened them
to launch their second venture,

Wok N Roll at Juhu is adifferent kind
of culinary adventure. Its forte is a me-
lange of authentic haute cuisine — Chi-
nese and Thai and interesting adapta-
tions that embrace the likes of okra,
paneer and potatoes that suit the Indian
palate. Chinoy candidly confesses that
the choice of cuisine i¥ dictated by a
desire to be a “master of one” rather than
“being nowhere with five different
things."”

Wok N Roll’s light green facade lures
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you into a refreshingly contemporary
decor, a subtle farrago of blue and green
and muted shades of yellow and brown
that cast a relaxing glow. According to
designer Zenobia Moonim, the decor
exudes a good feeling. The swell of the
thick wooden beam on the ceiling, the
wave pattern of the Bisazza fiberglass
squares on the walls and the blue glass
bricks bordering the bar fromt gives the
guest a feeling of being afloat.

.In spite of its circuitous location this
90-cover eatery is running to 50-70 per-
cent capacity at night, frequented mostly
by the business community, say the
owners. The liquor license which is “ex-
pected any moment now™ will, they be-
lieve. elevate figures. In fact it is fast
becoming a popular joint for price con-
scious people, kept that way 1o attract
“all classes of clients.” Combine that
with Hongkong chef Rocky Chang's

continued on page 182

’ Cyrus Chinoy

and Merzy
Patel's
Wok N Roll
Chinese eatery
in Bombay is
drawing in
the crowds

Deepika Belapurkar

Interior and exterior of

Wok N Roll Photos: Chetan Mistry

I and 2: Feroza and Cyrus Chinoy
3 and 4: Tanaaz and Merzy Parel
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MEDIA

4£Du you want to be a spoke in a

huge giant wheel or do you
want 1o be a wheel, irrespective of 1ls
size?” enguires Maneck Davar who over
the years as a journalist has contributed
to the momentum of varied publica-
tions. “I'll go hungry, which [ have,
rather than work in a large organization
which would completely stifle me and
mike me unhappy.” he says.

Under the banner of Spenta Multi-
media, which he staried as a proprietory
firm in 1995, he publishes Jetwings, the
monthly magazine of Jet Airways,
Jerkids, Jet Airways” in-flight magazine
for children, Mare 1o vou from Orange,
the bi-monthly magazine of Hutchison
Max Telecom Limited, Cruise Contral,
a quarterly newsletter from Tata Safari,
and Essence, the quarterly in-house
newsletter of the Essar Group. Begin-
ning February 1. 2001 he launched a
company called Ellipse to offer design-
ing and consultancy services by estab-
lishing identitics, communications strat-
egies and brochures forcorporate houses.,
A printing press in Bombay is next on
his cards, reveals the enterprising pub-
lisher.

After handling editorial and publish-
ing responsibilities with diverse publi-
cations like The Daily newspaper,
Gentleman group of magazines, Lex e
Juris, the law periodical, he started
Spenta Multimedia “with the intention
of making money,” he says with a
straight face. “Very seniously, it was
with the intention of running il as a
business.” As a journalist, he views “a
magazine or a newspaper as a product. I
is not something holy. Credibility though
is one of the important ingredients in a
business,” Davar has learnt “having
worked in crusading newspapers and
magazines with definite corporate fo-
e

Realizing that “to launch anything on
the newsstand would involve capital”
which he lacked, Davar identified “ar-
eas of niche publishing where no circu-
lation base was required but which would
generate revenue from selling advertis-
ing and marketing space...In a market
where 40 percent of the sale price is
distribution cost, it made sense not (o
create a circulation base.” Circulated 1o
over 5,.50,000 passengers every month,
Jerwings is considered one of the most

JETWINGS
gy

Jet set
Davar

Parinaz M. Gandhi
From investigative journalism to
publishing an airline magazine, Maneck
Davar has scaled the heights
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profitable in-flight magazines in Asia,
ranking behind only Cathay Pacific and
Singapore Airlines. notes the Spenta
company profile. As for their other pub-
lications, here too Spenta is responsible
for the conceptualization, editorial, de-
sign, marketing, production and distri-
bution.

Referring to his tie-up with Jet Air-
ways since 1995, Davar commented,
“The relationship has been very good
for us and I hope the airline is quite
satisfied with whatever we have con-
tributed. Jet Airways has some great
standards and our magazine has benefit-
ted because of that,” With almost every
issue running into around 200 pages of
art paper, all of it in color, we see top
brands advertising in this medium. “No
matter how sophisticated a publication,
if Jet Airways had not its high-profile
customers, Jerwings would not have
flourished,” states Davar. Whilst origi-
nally the printing was done in Singapore,
having learnt from their “hiccups,” the
printing job is now undertaken from
five different locations in Bombay. For
Orange, their nearly 60-page house
magazine is printed in Faridabad, he
adds.

With the main office of Spenta Mul-
timedia at Bombay's Dr E. Moses Road
and branches at Delhi, Calcutta, Banga-
lore and Madras, Davar has around 40
employees working for him. *“In this day
and age, [ employ professionals,” main-
tains Davar. “If [ want to do charity, l do
charity, but not as jobs to undeserving
Parsis. That would be the greatest dis-
service 10 the community and to your-
self,” he believes.

“As far as journalism
is concerned, there
is no greater high
than working for a
daily newspaper”

Those who have worked with Davar
give him credit for handling major cri-
ses with a cool head, being generous,
sensitive 1o peoples’ needs and recep-
tive to new ideas, exploding only after
considerable provocation and never har-
boring malice. Admits Davar who is in
his early 40s, “I will always be up-front.
I have never severed my links with any-

body (lest) at social functions I can say
hello to one and not to another.” His
years a5 a journalist have taught him the
different styles of functioning of publi-
cations like The Onlooker, India Today.
The Sunday Review, Business India, The
Daily, Gemileman, The Staresman, The
Inelian Express, all under different edi-
tors, giving him the necessary confi-
dence and independence to venture out
on his own,

“Professionally people can teach you
writing orediting.” says Davar but some
of the other qualities valued in a pub-
lisher he has picked up from R. K.
Karanjia, his erstwhile boss at The Daily.
Karanjia who is ailing now was “very
informal, took great care of his staff,
generous eveninbad times, couldtalk 1o
anybody and everybody, didn’ttake him-
self oo seriously, could apologize when
he erred,” appreciates Davar. When he
joined Karanjia as the assistant editor of
Blirz in 1979, he was but 20 and had not
even completed his graduation. Al-
though he had studied for his BA at
Bombay's Elphinstone College, he
earned his degree several years later.
Prior to that Davar had never worked
full-time on a publication but with his

From

A WELL-WISHER
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political leanings was active with the
Youth for Janata Group and had enjoyed
covering the by-elections which Indira
Gandhi contesied from Chikmagalur,
the second largest constituency in India,
Since his school days at Dunne's Insti-
tute, he was “political,” he points out.
His relationship with Karanjia which
was stormy in the initial phase settled
into an easygoing, respectful camarade-
ric after the first month when Davar
indicated that he would prefer to leave
his job rather than have someone ¢on-
stantly look over his shoulder. After six
months he left Bombay Blitz, the supple-
ment of Blirz, o work with Minhaz
Merchant of Gentleman magazine.
When Karanjia invited him to assume
the post of the city editor on the daily
tabloid that he was introducing, Davar
rejoined the Blitz group on the rationale,
“As faras journalismis concerned, there
is no greater high than working for a
daily. Some of the best times I have had
were with The Daify, where there were
no traditions behind us, where there
were no barriers.” Since their masthead
accommodated a bulldog with a slogan
“We are on your side.” Davar recalls
occasions when people from the streets
would walk in expecting The Daily 10

solve their problems. Davar then used to
write one tabloid page a day on city
subjects, would happily file public in-
terest litigations on subjects like the
poor state of the roads, and organize
concerts at the Bandstand to remind
citizens of the days of yore. He contin-
ued with The Daily until financial com-
pulsions forced Karanjia to sell the pa-
per.

The legal experience gained over the
years inspired him to start the monthly
Lex et Juris with his close friend, lawyer
Mahesh Jethmalani. Since both their
first names started with the initial "M’
their company was called Emmenem. 1
am not a lawyer,” candidly declares
Davar although he had earlier harbored
aspirations to become one for the simple
reason that he could then be his own
boss! The magazine which they ran for
five years was able to popularize law so
that even an informed layman would be
comfortable with the subject, he notes,
adding that they had subscriptions from
Harvard, and the National Law School
students in India used to consider it their
popular reference guide. Commercial
non-viability forced them todiscontinue
this magazine,

His investigative journalism had pro-

pelled Davar in the limelight soon there-
after. Around 1989 the Bombay police
had unearthed a plot 1o murder industri-
alist Musli Wadia involving the arrest of
some key businessmen having ties with
the Ambani family. When the case was
transferred to the Central Bureau of
Investigation whose chief Mohan Katre
was alleged to have commercial links
with the Ambanis of the Reliance group,
Davar assumed a pseudonym, went un-
dercover, taped phone conversations and
succeeded in effecting a purchase trans-
action of a raw material used in the
manufacture of detergents with Katre's
son lo establish that the man was a
distributor for the Ambanis. Davar's
story was carried across all editions of
The Indian Express.

“Most major scoops reported in the
Press have been made possible by some
disgruntled third party spoon-feeding the
journalist. This was the firstinstance when
someone actually ook the trouble to do
legwork,”" impresses Davar. “Unashamed-
ly, it required courage, ingenuity to walk
into the office of a guy when L had no idea
what he was like. It has in a way set a
benchmark. [ would have liked adebate o
come through (on the ethics of the ap-

continwed on page 210
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“THE AUDIENCES WILL RETURN"
continued from page 160

business, building up achain of cinemas
over the next 27 years. His untimely
demise in 1982 after a sudden heart
attack catapulted his 23-year-old son
Darainto the *hot seat.” Describes Dara,
“We faced difficult times for the first
two to three years. Fortunately, my
mother held on very well after Daddy’s
demise. She encouraged me, got things
going. My sister is made that way too,
she doesn’t get ruffled easily.”

The popularity of color TV and video
inthe 1980s, coincidental with the Asian
Games in Delhi, brought in unexpected
rivals. “It was hard going, we felt the
pinch for almost seven years,” he notes,

After his matriculation from St
Xavier’'s Boys' Academy and his BCom
from H. R. College of Commerce and
Economics, Dara’s ambition was to pro-
ceed to the UK for further studies in
chartered accountancy. 'l had secured
tentative admission into Oxford Univer-
sity and my articleship for four years
had also been fixed with a firm called
Pannell Fitzpatrick and Company.”
Unfortunately, his father decided that
four years was too long a time and that
he needed his son in the business. “Ini-
tially I did kick up a hue and cry, but |

was young and so you can’t blame me!”
Dara smiles disarmingly, adding that as
a youth he used to enjoy watching his
father, “helpful, jovial and instantly lov-
able,” arguing with people, getting things

The P. D. Mehta
Group of Theatres
owns or controls 17
cinema houses
across Guijarat and
Maharashtra

done dynamically. "1 have no regrets
now,” he adds, fully and happily invol-
ved with the business of bringing mo-
ments of recreation into mundane lives.

Entertainment at home includes play-
ing the guitar (I keep up with a tutor”)
and listening to Western music — pop,
rock and melodies of the "60s and™70s,
but “oh no, certainly not film music!™
Having represented Government Law
College in inter-collegiate cricket and
table tennis during his LLB years, sports
has now taken a back seat, he laughs.
Dara points out proudly that Tehmi and
Cooma, both of whom are beauticians
with several diplomas from London and

the US, have been running a beauty
parlor called Femme Chic at Churchgate
for several years and Cooma also assists
in accounts.

Foreseeing a good future for the Parsi
community, Dara asserts, “Parsis are
inherently honest and hardworking and
that will pay under any circumstances.
We are not obsessive or compulsive
moneymakers.” On current controver-
sies raging within the community Mehta
offered little comment, not being well-
versed, he says, on such matters. “For
me, daily prayer consists in good
thoughts, words and deeds. [ tiy to live
my life with stability and gratitude for
whatever state | am in. [ could have
expanded the business three times over,
but I am happy and self-contented.”

The cinemas are well-patronized, he
declares, the managers of the out-of-
Bombay ones keep in constant touch
and he tours the areas regularly. *We
have survived the TV and video boom
and cable piracy and come out of it.
Probably due to the high rates of admis-
sion and other factors, films do not cel-
ebrate silver jubilee runs as much as
they used toearlier. They are technically
sound, with good presentation, but films
of today lack the soul,” says the man
who stays behind the scenes!
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OBSERVATION

The message was universal

Quoting from scriptures, the author argues that Zoroastrianism

In the "20s and "30s of the 20th century,
it was a common belief within the Parsi
community that *a Parsi is a Zoroastrian
and aZoroastrianisa Parsi.” Atthat time
most Parsi boys and girls attended Parsi
schools. The community lived in large
numbers in towns like Bombay, Surat,
MNavsari, Karachi and a few others.

Time has marched on since those
days. The Parsi community now lives in
smaller scattered groups in USA,
Canada, United Kingdom, Australiaand
other countries. [t is anxious to preserve
its traditional way of life and the com-
munal-cum-religious identity.

With the passage of time, interfaith
marriages have increased within the
community. So far no concrete propos-
als have been considered as to how the
non-Zoroastrian spouses and their chil-
dren can be partially or fully integrated
within the communal fold.

One of the main reasons why this
difficulty has arisen is due to the fact that
alarge section of the community has not
understood or is unwilling to accept the
basic fact that prophets address their
messages to the whole of mankind and
not necessarily to a group of people ora
community. Once this fact is under-
stood and accepted the community will
be in a much better position to accepl
certain socioreligious changes within
the communal structure.

As 1o how this can be brought about
is a matter for consideration by local and
larger Zoroastrian bodies in different
parts of the world. It may be that no
single course of action will be possible
because of cultural and political circum-
stances prevailing indifferent countries,

The purpose of this article is mainly
to present the seriptural evidence on the
subject matter under consideration for
the benefitof the Parsi community. Here
is a list of passages from the Gathas and
other Zoroastrian scriptures and prayers,
together with cdimments by scholars of
Zoroastrianism,
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was meant for all people
Cyrus P. Mehta

“What Thou hast through the inner
fire disclosed
The bliss through Asha promised to
us all,
The Law Divine for the discerning
soul; —
All that 1o us, Mazda clear explain,
In words of inspiration from Thy mouth,
To help us to convert all living men.
[Drl. 1. S, Taraporewala’s translation of
Gatha Ahunavaiti 4.3 (Yasna 31.3))."

Commenting on the above verse, Prof
A. V. Jackson wrote, “Zoroaster’s reli-
gion was active and vigorous, seeking
and gaining converls, as we see from
many passages in the Gathas (A Hymn
af Zarathushtra — Yasna 31, pg 27)."
On the same verse, Prof Lawrence Mills
wrote: “And he (Zarathushtra) declares
that this is the doctring which should be
proclaimed for the conversion of man-
kind. Here we observe that Zarathush-
trian Mazda-worship was aggressiveand
missionary in its spirit, and in a prosely-
tizing sense by no means indifferent to
the final destiny of the gentile world
{Sacred Books of the Fast, Vol XXX1,
The Zend Avesta, Part 111, pg 37)."

“Now will I speak; give ear and mind
as well, All ye who come from near and
far to learn, remember well these clear
truths, I teach — never again shall evil
teachers seek life to destroy, nor offer
unto dupes with specious words the
pleasant paths of wrong [ Taraporewala’s
translation of Garha Ushtavait 3.1
(Yasna 45.1))."

Here Zarathushira clearly gives out
his message to Iranians and to those who
may have come fromdistant lands. Com-
menting on this verse, Prof Wilhelm
Geiger wrote, “The conclusion that
Ahura Mazda himself sent Zarathushtra
into this world for the purpose of an-
nouncing the new doctrine to mankind,
and that God stands always by hisside as
his adviser or guide comes out promi-
nently in the Gathas, The Prophet di-
rectly expresses it in Yasna 45.5 when

he says that God communicated to him
the word which is the best for man
(Zarathushtra in the Gathas, Dastur
Darab P. Sanjana's translation, pg 21)."
“And I will teach what was revealed
o me
In words of the most holy — best
to hear;
Those who obey them truly in
their hearts,
To these shall come perfect immortal
life;
And Vohu Man shall lead them on
to deeds
Of love; and thus may reach
Ahura’s light
(Taraporewala’s translation of Yasna
45.5)."

In detailing the life of prophet
Zarathushtra, the late Dr M. N. Dhalla
writes in History of Zoroasirianism, pg
17: “He was burning with zeal 10 em-
bark upon his great mission. He was the
chosen of Mazda, who speaks with sub-
lime satisfaction that Zarathushira alone
among mankind had heard his divine
commands and having heard them was
now going to make them heard among
all mankind... He tells Mazda that he
will lead mankind on the path of righ-
teousness and sing untiringly his praise
all around as long as his life is blessed
with power and strength. He speaks of
his faith in terms of universal religion.”

“I who am Zarathushtra will make
the heads of the houses, the villages,
province and country to follow and think
about this world religion, thinking in
conformity with, speaking in confor-
mity with and acting in conformity with
this religion as revealed to Zarathushtra
by Ahura Mazda (T. R. Sethna’s En-
glish translation of Yasna Ha 8.7 vide
his book Yasna, pp 33-34, sourced from
Ervad K. E. Kanga's Khordeh Avesta
Ba Maini, pg 25)."

“We revere the flowing waters, we
revere the flight of birds, we revere the
return of priests who go to remote coun-
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tries 1o promote righteousness. We re-
vere all the eternal holy laws (Sethna’s
translation of Haptan Yasfir (karda 8.6)
in Yashs, pp 21 and 23)."
“Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda,
*Otheall-knowing Ahura Mazda, should
| guide righteous men, should 1 guide
righteous women, should 1 guide irreli-
gious men, worshippers of evil and sin-
ners that spoil the land, the flowing

G ALLERY walers and spoil the increase of corn and

other things of value in general created

CHEMOU by Ahura Mazda? Then spoke Ahura
LD Mazda “You should guide, O righteous
Zarathushtra [Sethna’s English transla-
tion of Vendidad (fargard 19.26) vide

Art gallery, Framing and his book Vendidad, pg 144 sourced from

R . S . Kanga's Vendidad in Gujarati, 3rd edi-
estoration dServices tion, pg 312].""

From all the foregoing passages, itis

Jehangir Art Gallery clear that it was Zarathushtra’s intention

Ist Floor, M. G. Road, Bombay 400023 that his message was not only for Iran

: 2 but also for other countries. This inten-
Tok 2844550833040 R 2k 3603k tion was understood and carried out by
E-Mail: gallerychemould @hotmail.com his followers, during the Avestan period
{from about 800 BC o about 200 AD)
and the major part of the Pahlavi period
(from the third to the ninth century).
According to the Sacred Books of the
East, Volume XXIV, Pahlavi Texts, Part
III, pg 171) in a book called Shikand
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Gumanik Vijarwritten during the Pahlavi
period, it is mentioned that afier King
Vishtasp (also known as Gushtasp) ac-
cepted the faith of Zarathushtra, he or-
dered his sons Aspandiar, Zarfar (Zarir)
and other royal sons to spread the mes-
sage as far as Arum in the west and
Hindustan in the ¢ast,

Commenting on this information,
Jackson wrote in Zoroaster, the Propher
of fran, pg 85): “The claim to Indian
converts is quite persistent in the later
writings, which is not so strange, when
we consider the Indo-Iranian Kinship
and the fact that the Parsis found in India
an asylum.”

As mentioned in The Shal Nameh of
Firdausi by James Atkinson (pg 263),
the Shal Nameh by the famous Persian
poet Firdausi Tusi also mentions that
King Gushtasp sent his son Isfandiar to
foreign countries for the purpose of dif-
fusing the new religion so that the whole
world might be enlightened.

“Good fortune to us that Spitama
Zarathushtra, an athravan is born, to
move with us, praising and calling for
assistance with high mentality spread by
Zarathushtra. Henceforth this good
Mazdayasnian religion will go over to-
wards all the regions which are seven

(Sethna’s translation of the Avestan pe-
riod, Farvardin Yasht (karda XXIV —
94 in Yashis, pg 231)."

“May the knowledge, extentand fame
of the commandments of the excellent
Mazda-worshipping religion ever in-
crease over the world, over all its seven
regions. So may it be {Taraporewala’s
translation of the Pahlavi period Nyaish
prayers in Zarthosti Daily Prayers)!”

Early in the 20th century scholars
like Sanjana, Sir Jivanji Jamshedji Modi,
Ervad Sheriar Dadabhai Bharucha, K.
R. Cama and Tehmurasp Dinshaji
Anklesaria had opined that if a person
seriously wishes to become a Zoroas-
trian then there is no bar in our religion;
theirconclusicas were not based on blind
beliefs but on the study and authority of
Zoroastrian scriptures,

At the end of the 20th century, the
majority of the community is blissfully
unaware of the true teachings of their
own Prophet and choose to cling to
several socioreligious customs which
are incompatible with the teachings of
Zarathushtra,

To debar or object 1o the presence of
non-Zoroastrians in our religious cer-
emonies, just on the ground that they are
non-Zoroastrians, is a classic example
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of praying one thing and doing dia-
metrically opposite Lo it as can be seen
by the following paragraphs:

“May the brilliance of the excellent
Mazdayasnian religion be widespread
over the seven regions: May this be
specially fulfilled!

“May the citizens of ... be more and
more blessed with complete success:
may their souls be glorified with the
highest gratification and their brilliance
be auspiciously increased! May it be s0
(D. §. Framroze's translation of Urvan-
no-Kardo in Mazda-Yasna — Some
Daily Prayers from Zend Avesta)!"”

Noble words indeed, but in reality
nothing is being done Lo spread the mes-
sage and those for whom blessings are
invoked are debarred from receiving
them in person.

Since some within the community
oppose the attendance of non-Zoroastri-
ans at muktads and Fravardigan jashans
let us consider the philosophy of
*fravashis’ or ‘farchars’ which is based
on the Fravardin Yasht, Briefly stated,
‘fravashi” means divine essence of God
in everything within the creation, in-
cluding human beings, and its purpose
is to push forward all creations in the
goal of evolution. In order that we may
better understand the nature of work
done by the farchars, Fravardin Yasht
tells us that there are three groups of
farchars.

The first group consists of farohars in
all creations of Ahura Mazda. The sec-
ond group includes the farohars that
work on the spiritual plane and come 1o
our aid when invoked. The third group
constitules the Farchars of Asho that
approach the domain of the living dur-
ing 10 days of muktad or Fravardigan,
irrespective of their being invoked or
not, to pour down their benedictions
upon the “power of righteousness that
pervades the earth.”

There are several passages in the
Fravardin Yasht dealing with all the
three groups but only the third group is
dealt with here, since it is related to the
subject matter under consideration.

During the course of the ceremonies
our mobeds invoke farohars of righ-
teous persons of all countries irrespec-
tive of caste, color or creed. A few
countries are actually mentioned by
name — the countries that were known
to our ancestors and where the Zoroas-
trian religion prevailed. In these coun-
tries to the east of the Caspian Sea brave
tribes are once supposed to have lived.
Given below are the relevant passages
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as translated by Sethna in Yashs, pg
259

“We revere the fravashis of righteous
persons of Aryan countries. We revere
the fravashis of righteous women of
Aryan countries, We revere the fravashis
of righteous men and women of Turanian
countries. We revere the fravashis of
righteous men of Sairim (Syrian) coun-
tries. We revere the fravashis of righ-
teous women of Sairim (Syrian) coun-
tries [karda XXXI (143)].

“We revere the fravashis of righteous
men of Saini (China) countries. We re-
vere the fravashis of righteous women
of Saini (China) countries. We revere
the fravashis of righteous men of Dahi
countries [karda XXX1 (144)].

“We revere the fravashis of righteous
men of all countries. We revere the
fravashis of righteous women of all coun-
tries. We revere all the fravashis of the
righteous, good, powerful. beneficient
fravashis: those from Gayomard to the
Saoshyant [karda XXXI (145)].

So, intheory, these religious ceremo-
nies can be open to one and all, but fora
start we should immediately cease op-
position to non-Zoroastrian spouses and
their children who atiend our ceremo-

continied on page 248
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COMMENT

A survivor’s story

His parents’ death from cancer didn't deter the author from
overcoming the illness when it struck him 14 years ago

Every year, the second Saturday of the
monthof February is celebrated as “Can-
cer Survivors' Day.” It is a day to cel-
ebrate life, a day for offering hope o
those who are ailing and most important
of all, a day for quiet reflection among
those who have been blessed with a
second lease of life.

This year on February 10 at a fune-
tion organized by V Care, a voluntary
cancer support group, I was among those
who received the “Victor's Award” at
the hands of the governor of Maharash-
tra, Dr P. C. Alexander, at the verdant
Horniman Circle Garden at Fort,
Bombay.

The certificate read: "Presented to
Noshir H. Dadrawala on Cancer Survi-
vors’ Day for being a source of inspira-
tion and hope to cancer viclims through
his immense courage, resilience and
strength in his own victory over can-
cer.”

An inspiring citation, 1 thought 1o
myself. Have 1 been worthy of it? The
thought took me back to 14 years ago
when I was just 26 years old and discov-
ered that I had cancer. For a young
married man, father of a three-year-old
son, the news was devastating. What
was worse, it was barely a couple of
months since [ had changed my job.

Cancer was not an unknown ailment
to me. | had observed its devastating
grip over both my parents who ulti-
mately succumbed tothe “Big C," barely
a few months apart from each other. AL
that time I was just 18 years old and
studying in college. | had no siblings or
immediate family to fall back on for
emotional or any other support.

In 1987, I was struck with what is
known as “mixed germ seminoma,” It
started with a seemingly harmless and
non-painful swelling in the groin, The
general practitioners’ diagnosis varied.
I however had a gut feeling that some-
thing more serious was developing. The
surgeon at the B, D. Petit Parsee General
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Moshir H. Dadrawala

Hospital recommended surgery to ar-
rive al a proper diagnosis. And sure
encugh, it was indeed the Big C. The
doctor suggested more surgery at which
point I decided to get a second opinion al
the Tata Memorial Hospital. Dr Praful

—.
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; LA " A
Alexander (left) felicitating
Dadrawala

Desai opined that further surgery could
be avoided and instead six to 12 eycles
of chemotherapy be administered. The
remedy seemed worse than the malady.
Nausea, vomiting, rashes, low energy
levels, loss of hair... it seemed like the
end of the world. But there was one
thought uppermost in my mind: I had to
fight and fight to survive,

Chemotherapy wenton for about half
a year and during the stage of remission
when treatment was suspended, 1 de-
cided that [ had to work toward building
up my strength and resistance. [changed
my diet to include more fiber. I almost
turned vegetarian for two years. [ also
tried various alternative systems, Ti-
betan medicine, homeopathy, wheat
grass, raw vegelables, grape cure... The
hope was to purge the body of all toxins,
build immunity and kick cancer out of
the system. Prayers and exercise also
played an important role.

From 1988 till date, | appear to have

put cancer behind me, It is like a bad
chapter in my life which temporarily
caused havoc butalso helped meemerge
stronger, confident, more caring and
sensitive. [ was granted a fresh lease of
life which had to be used responsibly.
Having survived, I am keen 10 add qual-
ity and intensity to my life.

Today I work almost six days a week,
often putting in 10 hours a day at work.
[ travel extensively, both in India and
abroad. My energy levels today are
higher than ever before. [ lead a far more
active and productive life than 1 did
before being struck with cancer. My life
is more disciplined and most important
of all I have a changed perspective. 1
realize that life is short and there is much
to do.

In the last 10 years [ have authored
four resource books which have been
published by the Centre for Advance-
ment of Philanthropy (CAP). T have also
authored a travelog on Iran and a book
on Zoroastrian saints. [ edit two journals
and write for various publications.
Through the CAP [ assist several volun-
tary organizations in their dealings with
the charity commissioner, the income
tax authorities and the home ministry. [t
is a story of the triumph of the human
spirit over physical challenges.

I am grateful to God for giving me a
new lease of life. However, among fam-
ily and friends, 1 owe a debt of gratitude
to my wife for her courage and patience
during that difficult time, to my chair-
man, Russi Lala and to my directors,
particularly, R. R. Chari and Darius M.
Forbes for their faith and confidence in
me, to Dr Farokh Master for his healing
touch, to Bombay Parsi Punchayet trust-
ees Silloo Kavarana and Dinshaw
Tamboly for their assistance, and many
others who stood by me, encouraged me
and prayed for me.

I firmly believe that it is not impor-
tant how long one lives but how in-
tensely one lives.
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THE 'CHINESE' COUSINS
continued from page 162

18-20 years’ of experience and Chinoy
expects it to become a landmark in two
years' lime given its corner location.

“Before preparing our menu, we have
tasted the offerings of other restaurants,”
remarks Patel. Right now they are in an
enviable position whence they can iden-
tify a Schezwan sauce sans its celery,
For the Surat locals who relish spicy
food the sprinkling of condiments is
generous and for Bombayites the result-
ing spread is subtler. It might be a good
idea to try out the Cantonese at Wok N
Roll; it is genuine and therefore natu-
rally bland.

“Experience the creation of your
own dish with freshly prepared stir-
fried vegetables of your choice and let
our chefl do the rest. Work up your
appetite and let the magic of the wok
roll onto your plates,” says the bill-of-
fare. So we tried an inspiring compo-
sition that scored both on quantity and
taste. In a stir-fried vegetarian wok
(Rs 140) you have a choice of fresh
broccoli, baby corn, bell peppers, car-
rots, oriental greens, bean sprouts,
mushrooms. We teamed it up with
tender sliced chicken {Rs 65) and burnt
chili sauce that provided the aromatic
flavor. Qur repast included haka
noodles (Rs 90) that we found sweet
butrefreshingly low on oil. We dunked
all this with loads of Chinese tea re-
plenished at the mere nod of a head.

Cousins turned partners, 4 1 -year-old
Chinoy and 39-year-old Patel believe in
an active work ethos. Theirs is a busi-
ness partnership many would eat their
hearts out for. According to ebullient
Chinoy the strength of their “excellent
parinership” can be attributed to “shared
trust and confidence.” He adds, “We are
willing to give in at every stage for the
betterment of the business.” Patel is in
total agreement and believes this com-
patibility arises from their desires notto
meddle but handle responsibilities inde-
pendently.

It all began in 1990 when a food
culture was gaining ground. Dining one
evening at a family run Chinese eatery,
the Chinoys fell in love with the idea of
becoming restaurateurs. The Patels ap-
parently had similar aspirations, “We
were looking 1o do something differ-
ent.” And with “very few" restaurants in
Surat at that time, it seemed a good
moment o venture into this business,
Thus together with their wives® (Feroza
Chinoy and Tanaaz Patel) unflappable
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support they began Golden Dragon in
Surat. Currently, Cyrus handles the day-
to-day running of Wok N Rolland Merzy
looks after Golden Dragon. Merzy trav-
¢ls to Bombay once every 15 days o
check out Wok N Roll.

With the brain of an engineer and the
heart of a restaurateur, Cyrus manages
1o stay on top of things at the restaurant.
“Nobody can cheat me as [ use my
engineering background to undersiand
the logistics of business,” he smiles dis-
armingly. Afler studying at 5t Xavier's
in Surat, he completed his engineering
from M. 5. University, Baroda in 1982,

Dining one evening
at a family run
Chinese eatery,
the Chinoys and
Patels fell in love
with the idea
of becoming
restaurateurs

Al that time his father Phiroze was the
chief executive at Baroda Rayon and
young Cyrus joined the same company
but stayed with them for a mere six
months. He left to pursue a course in
German at Max Mueller Bhavan, Poona,
for six months, a prerequisite for work-
inginGermany. A “desire to goabroad”
took him to Saurer Allma, a textile ma-
chinery-making factory at Kempten in
Bavaria, where he received “hands-on
training.” Early 1984 saw him take off
nomadic-style again, this time for
America. Had he completed his masters
at San Jose State University in Califor-
nia he would have received his degree
but unfortunately, when home on study
leave in end 83, he had 10 stay back in
Surat to be near his critically ill father.
When his father died Cyrus gave up
his wanderlust, rejoined Baroda Rayon
and completed a long stint, by his stan-
dards of course, of four-and-a-half years,
Although the family business —
Westcoast Petrochemicals which in-
cluded a chemical unit and ice plant at
Surat — did not suffer, he could not
sustain it for long. Sometime in 1987
Cyrus started texturizing of yarn at
Daman and continued thus for seven
long years. In his words, “I have come
up the hard way...”
Cyrus identified his true vocation
after traipsing the world, whilst Merzy

figured it out at Surat itself. The Boys’
Town Public School at Masik gave him
initial grounding; thereafter he gradu-
ated with commerce from K. P. College
in 1985. In 1981 whilst still studying he
joined the family business, farming, at
Sayan in Surat. But the death of his
father Noshir in 1986 brought him to the
helm of business affairs. Thereafier,
Merzy has with €élan balanced the dual
roles of agriculurist and restauratevr.

The hospitality line has thrown up
exciting momenis, feels Cyrus, like meet-
ing new people and seeing them relish a
meal. But with their noses to the grind
until the wee hours of the morning it
leaves them little time for recreation. In
the beginning they did not take a single
holiday for five years. Cyrus and Merzy
unanimously claimthatonly their wives’
understanding and support gives them
the liberty to work odd hours. Cyrus’
family includestwo daughters Rukshana,
16, Delna, 13, and son Darius aged nine.
Rukshana, currently studying in Delhi,
is keen to join the hotel line. For the
owners even pursuing hobbies is im-
practical today. Merzy, anex-basketball
player, has to rest content with fond
memories of the game.

Besides the odd Parsi gathering once
or twice a year, there is very little inter-
face with the community for both of
them. Belonging basically 1o a “service
community,” Cyrus has high regard for
Parsi women, they are “culwred, edu-
cated and think for themselves.”

Both of them pray every day, a force
of habit born from years of practice.
Every Behram roz seces Merzy pay his
respects at the Iranshah. Cyrus' pasi
ritual of visiting the Banaji Atash Behram
at Charni Road religiously every Mon-
day has now turned 1o occasional visits
like on Navroz.

So, if ever you are in the mood for
tender morsels of authentic Oriental cui-
sine, just do the right thing and step into
a different culinary experience at Wok
M Roll. The “latest” numbers add a
spring to the “happy mood” and a
friendly owner walking up to your lable
Lo say hello adds that extra touch,.

Comfortable as he feels serving Chi-
nese cuising which sells well, Cyrus
adds, “I don’t think I would ever start a
Parsi eatery. But, yes, definitely another
Oriental one, and with the same partner
and nobody else.”

Wok N Roll, Junction of Juhu Road
and Juhu Tara Road, Juhu, Bombay
400049, phone: 6608840, 6606758 and
6609356,
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HISTORY

Zoroastrianism Indianized - 2

The reformers and the religion

The reformers’ movement in the 19th and 20th
century helped preserve Parsi indentity, states the author

In a two-part article Dr Mani Kamerkar
contours the intellectual profile of the
Parsis in India. The first part depicted
the regression of a diasporic communily
into ignorance of
the true teachings
of its religion, the
acceptance of
some of the beliefs
of the host com-
munity and the
confusion of social
customs with reli-
gious dogma. Af- k:
ternearly amillen- ¢ g
nium of pervasive B
assimilation, the . {
Zoroasirians were

jogged into the need for theological un-
derstanding of their own faith when
Christian missionaries succeeded in lur-
ing some Parsi youths into discarding
their Parsi customs and beliefs for want
of intellectual justification.

In this second part Kamerkar focuses
on the response of the new Parsi intel-
lectual elite trained in liberal educa-
tional principles like K. R. Cama and his
students who learnt and applied western
philological breakthroughs in the un-
derstanding of the Gathas, the Avesta
and other scriptures. The new knowl-
edge revealed the original doctrines
shornofthe encrustation of alien ideolo-
gics. But die-hard orthodox members of
the community were hard to convince
and controversies then born continue to
simmer under the veneer of Parsi mo-
dernity.

In a series of writings by prominent
Zoroastrian scholars, answers were
sought to be given to Dr John Wilson
and such writers gathered round a
Gujarati magazine begun in 1842, the
Rahnuma-e-Zarathosti. D. H. Bengali
wrote the Rasti-e-Mazda Yasnan, Ervad
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Dr Mani Kamerkar

Dosabhai S. Munshi wrote the Talim-¢-
Zaratosht, Dastur Eruch Sanjana brought
oul the Majazar-e-Zartoshs and many
such others brought forth the best schol-

{ From left) Cama, Naoraji and
Dhalla: searching for the truth

arship in the community.

From these revelations emerged a
society for religious reform — the
Rahanumae Mazdayasnan Sabha —
founded on August 24, 1851 by 40 per-
sons assembled at a meeting called by
Naoroji Fardoonji, Dadabhai Naoroji,
K. R. Cama, K. Kabraji, Darashah
Chichgar and several other liberal youths
of Bombay. This Sabha was the Parsi
response to the 19th century Indian re-
naissance as much as a continuation of
the change that had been introduced by
Dastur Jamasp in the 18th century. The
Mazdayasnan Sabha sought to rid the
community of the weaknesses, malprac-
tices and abuses which had crept into it
through the ages, just as the Brahmo
Samaj, Arya Samaj, Prarthana Samaj
and others were doing with respect to
Hinduism.

The Sabha mainly focused attention
on the removal of alien customs which
had come into Zoroastrianism along with
beliefs in the Brahmans and Pirs as in-
termediaries between the individual and

God. The aim was Lo restore the gran-
deur of the Mazdayasnan religion which
had faded and had ceased to be a living
force in the spiritual life of the Parsis.
The Mazdayasnans
were alsoconcemed
with prayers being
recited in Avesta
without any under-
standing both by the
priests and laymen.
To make matters
worse, Avesta was
being  mispro-
nounced. They de-
sired to generally
educate the priests
and laymen and give
correct versions of the Avesla prayers.
Dadabhai Naoroji was of the opinion
that the priests were ignorant, unedu-
cated, quite unfit for the pulpit and had
much injurious influence over the com-
munity, specially over the women!
Expensive and useless rituals for the
dead stemmed fromwrongly understood
Zoroastrian theology. Wasteful expen-
diture was incurred by distributing
sweets and dried fruits to all present at
funeral ceremonies. Money was paid to
hire mourners 1o cry on such occasions,
None of these customs had any reli-
gious sanction in the sacred books.
Here also scholars were induced to
go to the sources and find out the truth,
Cama and others put the correct version
before the Parsi community in an at-
tempt to reduce unwanted ceremonial
rites. Intercessory rites were performed
in the belief that the “soul” of the dead
came down o earth every year during
the annual muktad days. In the Zoroas-
trian theology it is the farohar (guardian
spirit) of each soul which comes down
to dwell amongst the relatives of the
dead souls for 10 days. No amount of
prayers can change the status of the soul



who is treated in accordance with the
life he had led whilst in this world. The
Mazdayasnans advocated the stopping
of all but the most essential rituals.
The Mazdayasnan Sabha sought the
removal of such abuses by educating the
people, particularly the priests. They
embarked on a program of giving public
lectures, organizing the writing of es-
says on these various defects and pub-
lishing them in prominent journals such
as the Rasi-Gofrar to jog public opinion.
The Sabha also circulated a petition to
the community, calling upon it 1o take
partinall these reforms. More madressas
(schools) for the training of priests were
opened by some philanthropists. The
Mulla Firoze Madressa was founded in
1854, in 1863 the Sir Jamshedjee Jejee-
bhoy Zarthosti Madressa was estab-
lished, followed by the N. R. Tata
Madressa in Navsari in 1932 and the M.

Kabraji (left) and Fardoonji

F. Cama Athornan Institute in 1927. It
also brought out a catechism to be taught
to Parsi children in their schools and
thus filled the lacunae which had so far
existed.

Cama published 11 pamphlets in
Gujarati between 1866 and 1869 advo-
cating the reforms of the Mazdayasnans
in which he, by careful analysis of the
Avesta, Pahlavi and other works brought
out the true fundamentals of the faith.
He and the group of scholars known as
the “lranists® worked closely with the
new seminaries. They were able, by
scientific, philological research, Lo dis-
prove the accusations of Wilson and
other Christian missionaries. Their ef-
forts at this time were supported by
western scholars, particularly Dr Martin
Haug, a German scholar then in Poona
as a visiting professor. These scholars
maintained the essential spiritual and
monotheistic aspects of Zoroastrianism
and were able to answer their detractors.

M. F. Cama Arhornan fnstivuce: filling
a lacunae
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The reformers were met by staunch
opposition from the orthodox majority
which included vested interesis of the
Punchayet and some sectionof the newly
emerging capitalist class. In 1855 the
orthodox section under
Dastur Jamasp Mansukh
founded the Rahe
Rastnumae Zarthostrian.
He also founded the Soci-
ety for Furtherance of Faith
in Zoroastrianism. Invec-
tive, abuse and innuendo
marked their attack against
the quiet, disciplined schol-
arship of the reformist
group,

The latter roused intel-
lectual curiosity, whilstthe

timents of the public.

Mansukh himself bitterly arraigned the
reformists whom he dubbed “Protes-
tants and imitators of the Christian Prot-
estant movement.” His volunteers tried
todisrupt the meetings of the Rahanumae
Sabha which were always well orga-
nized. The two orthodox societies lost
public support and closed down after
Mansukh's death at the end of the 19th
century.

The arguments went onand the com-
munity as a whole was not able to accept
all the changes proposed. The Punchayet
at times sided with the reformers and at
others with the conservatives. Towards
the end of the 19th and beginning of the
20th century it became more orthodox
and unbending.

The orthodox got unexpected sup-
port from the newly introduced theoso-
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formerplayeduponthesen- Tatar center of a storm

phy movement in the second half of the
19th century. A number of Parsi intel-
lectuals were attracted to this movement
and sincerely thought it was adding to
the understanding of Zoroastrianismand
unwiltingly gave support
to the orthodox and ob-
scurantist elements in the
. community. They spoke
W in occult and mystical
terms of the Garhas and
Avestatexts, claiming they
had double meanings and
l were clothed in allegory.
) According to them
Zoroaster spoke in occull
language for the exalted
and in simple terms for
the common man. To the
satisfaction of the conser-
vatives they supported all
manner of ritual and ceremonics, claim-
ing them as essential. The theosophists
were looked upon, says Dastur M. N,
Dhalla, as the “guardians, inheritors and
sustainers of ceremonies, which to the
orthodox was the soul and substance of
religion.” The theosophists, however,
quite contrary Lo Parsi orthodoxy,
claimed that Zarathushtra taught rein-
camation and vegetarianism. They stated
that these precepls were to be found in
Zoroastrian scriptures, These ideas were
obviously the result of the Hindu and
Buddhist roots of the teachings of the-
osophy. The reformers and scholars of
Zoroastrianism saw in this an attempt 1o
put a ‘veneer of Hinduism® over the
Zoroastrian faith.
Towards the end of the 19th century
Dhalla entered the fray against the the-
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osophists, and later the onthodox, start-
ing a series of debates and discussions.
Dastur Darab Sanjana and Dastur
Kaikhushru Jamasji, along with Dhalla,
gave scholarly exposi-
tions based on theirread-
ing of the Garfias and
Avesta texts and tradi-
tions, and refuted all such
claims of the theoso-
phists. Inanswer, Dhalla
was referred to as the
‘white turbaned butcher’
in the theosophist maga-
zine Chirag. Dhalla was
joined by the Mazdayas-
nan group in opposing
the theosophists.

In the beginning of

the 20th century, another  Wilson's conversions
galvanized the community

controversy whichis still
festering came up before  inlo action
the community over the

conversion of two non-Parsi women,
one Rajput, the other French (Sooni
Ratan Tata), the wives of two Parsis.
These conversions were vehemently
opposed by the majority of the commu-
nity. On the other hand, the conversion
of non-Parsis — juddins as they were
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called — had been generally going on
up o the 15th century. As Dhalla says,
the Parsis were advised as per the
Revayers by their Zoroastrian brethren
in Iran to give full Zoro-
astrian rights 1o these
converled persons. In
fact the Parsis were re-
minded that all mankind
waould be brought under
the religion of Mazda
by future prophets. It
appears that during the
earlier centuries Parsis
had been *buying’ low
caste people as ‘domes-
tic slaves” and convert-
ing them to Zoroastrian-
ism. As time wenl on,
and as the community
prospercd and amassed
vast community funds
{ Punchayet funds) they
began to fear the swamping of the com-
munity by what they now called ‘unde-
sirables.” This was really a social and
economic, rather than a religious prob-
lem. As the Parsis rose in the hierarchy
of Indian social life, their racial pride
and consciousness of past glory was

resurrected, perhaps an indirect result of
the probing into the past by the reformist
movement of the 19th century.

The movement aganst conversion
centered around the main cities of
Gujarat and particularly Bombay. The
Parsi Punchayet of Bombay ook the
lead and after heated discussions, meet-
ings and writings, held a general meet-
ing on February 2, 1905 and by an
overwhelming majority passed aresolu-
tion that Zoroastrian religious and other
facilities, such as the use of dokhmas,
etc, could be given only to “those who
are Parsis by birth and at the same time
Zoroastrian by religion.” A later resolu-
tion added “the children of Parsi fathers
and alien mothers.” This viewpoint was
further strengthened by the judgment of
Justice Dinshaw Davardeliveredin 1908
in which he categorically stated that
Parsi Punchayet funds and services were
available only to members of the Parsi
community according to the terms of the
donors” bequests and that the commu-
nity consists of “Parsis who are de-
scended from the original Persian enu-
grants and who are born of both Zoroas-
trian parents and who profess the Zoro-
astrian religion, the Irani Parsis who
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profess the Zoroastrian religion who
came to India, and the children of Parsi
fathers by alien mothers who have been
duly and properly admitted into the reli-
gion.”

This position exists even today. It is
asad commentary onacommunity which
pridesitself on equal status forits women
with men, that economic and racial con-
siderations have even superceded reli-
gious tenets as preached in the Avesta
prayers. Contrary to the liberal and hu-
manistic approach of the reformers, this
decision of the community was a retro-
gressive step, and a factor in the dimin-
ishing number and importance of the
community today. The fight for this
equality of admission to children of Parsi
mothers and alien fathers, apart from the
question of general conversion, still goes
on,
The Mazdayasnan Sabha had found
new support when Dhalla, on his return
from Columbia University, organized a
Zoroastrian Conference in 1910, It be-
came an important catalyst for changein
the community. Also aimed at restoring
the Zoroastrian religion to its pristine
glory and to weed out outside influences
in its beliefs, creeds, rituals, ceremonies
and dogmas, its work was in direct con-

tinuation of what the Mazdayasnan
Sabha had been doing for nearly 50
years.

Unfortunately the Conference,
through various strategems, fell into the
hands of the orthodox. Not to be out-
done, the progressives led by Dhalla and
P. A. Wadia established the Iranian As-
sociation in 1911, They carried on the
crusade of the Mazdayasnans and paid
particular attention to thwart the unjus-
tified claims of the Parsi orthodox.

What was the net result of this nearly
80 years of struggle to revitalize the
community? Wisely, the community
never split into groups, however bitter
the controversies, nor were there any
serious atlempls at excommunication
as such moves would have destroyed
the community.

As a result of reformist activity the
Parsi identity has been preserved. Althe
same time, the nearly century long
struggle for reform had definitely cre-
ated some change and a more educated,
sophisticated priestly class hasemerged,
The Parsi community is consciously try-
ing to educate itsell about its ancient
religion and keeping its banner flying,
The purity of the religion has 10 a great
extent been restored by an understand-

ing of the original teachings and the
theosophist element fended off. Avesta
prayers and ceremonies are still an inte-
gral part of the religion, as it is believed
they have their own beneficial results.
Prayers are still considered as benefac-
tory manthras, as in many other Indian
sects. Rituals have been simplified and
on the whole used sparingly. Only those
essential rites, from the point of view of
the religion, are now insisted on and
their cost specified by the fire-temples
and the punchayets. Also, much help is
given to the poor of the community.

Although the controversies about the
religion have led some Parsis 1o become
agnostic, they remain within the com-
munity which has, toan extent, emerged
from its ignorance and continues to lead
the liberal, progressive elements of In-
dian society.

Ahistorian interested in Parsi history, Dr Mani
Kamerkar is vice president
of The Asialic Society of
Bombay. She was former di-
rector, College Development
Council, of the S. N. D. T.
Women's University in
Bombay. She has also
served as principal of the Nanavali College.
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LIFESTYLE

“A noble profession”

Though the monetary returns may be low,
87 percent of the priests’ wives state they are happy
with the respect accorded to the family

Parinaz M. Gandhi

The respect accorded to a priest’s family
is a cause for happiness, say 87 percent
of the priests’ wives who responded to a
questionnaire prepared by Parsiana 1o
gauge the spouses’ views on life in a
priestly family. And yes, 79 percent of
those to whom the question was appli-
cable said they would encourage their
sons o take up priesthood as a profes-
sion. Among those who had daughters,
73 percent said they would like them to
marry a priest with one respondent not-
ing, “It"s a pity that the girls of today are
not prepared to marry a priest. This is a
very noble profession where the priest’s
family will be able to face any difficul-
ties in life.”

While much is written and researched
on the Zoroastrian priests, the role of the
priest’s family has not been as closely
examined. To create more awareness of
the priest’s family, especially the wife,
Parsiana compiled a questionnaire
which was distributed by post and
through priestly contacts to the wives of
nearly 100 full-time practising priestsin
India in the second half of 2000. We
received 23 responses from priests’
wives, T4 percent of whom, based in
Bombay, opted to reveal their identity.
Among the respondents 70 percent de-
scribed themselves as moderate, 17 per-
cent as orthodox and nine percent as
liberal. When percentages were calcu-
lated for each answer, in some cases the
total exceeded 100 when more than one
option was ticked, And when some re-
spondents chose not to reply to a par-
ticular question, the total fell short of
100.

On controversial issues it emerged
that 96 percent were not in favor of
conversion (the remaining four percent
refrained from giving an answer), 91
percent would not like the navjotes per-
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formed for children of Parsi mothers
and non-Parsi fathers (there was not a
single affirmative answer). Sixty-one
percent would prefer that even children
of Parsi fathers and non-Parsi mothers
are not initiated into the faith. With
respect 1o ashirwad prayers, 92 percent
felt they should be denied to women
who have married out of the community
and 83 percent said no for even men who
have married out. The attitude was a
little lenient for after-death prayers with
74 percent recommending that it should
be refused to women who have married
out, and 52 percent maintaining that
men married out should not be acecorded
this facility. Despite the declining vul-
ture population, 74 percent wanted to
continue with dokhmenashini, 13 per-
cent advocated cremation and nine per-
cent burial. :
The monetary returns
from priesthood are not
sufficienttoruna house-
hold today, opined 70
percent of the priests’
wives and although 78
percent said they
were happy with
I ha e
panthaky
system,
voices of
dissatisfac-
lion were
heard from
respon-
dents: *“The priests are exploited by the
panthakies. They are underpaid, over-
burdened, overstressed beyond their ca-
pacity. As a result they are discouraged,
frustrated and lack the interest. Please
someone has to look into their problems
soon.” “There should be a written agree-
ment/appoiniment enlisting terms and

conditions between a mobed and a
panthaky as is the case between a
panthaky and trustees of an agiary. In
case of grievances of a mobed or a
panthaky, an independent grievance cell
should conduct free and fair trial and
mete out justice,” noted another respon-
dent.

There was cenl percentl agreement
among the respondents that the decline
in the number of priests can be solved,
When asked how this could be done,
100 percent felt it could be achieved by
giving them greater monetary returns,
91 percent advocated housing facilities,
and 63 percent each said by giving them
higher educational opportunities and
according them greater respect. And al-
though 96 percent said they lived in
community housing like baugs, trust
buildings, etc, one respondent lamented
that “due 10 lack of housing facilities,
priests cannot even think of having chil-
dren.” Other social security measures
like medical assistance, provident fund,
gratuity, leave with pay and other per-
quisites as enjoyed by “an average bank
job" were also recommended. Old age
assistance Lo retired priestsis also neces-
sary, opined one wife. All the respon-
dents said that they do not receive finan-
cial aid from any trust or organization.

“The pressures of learning all the

: .. Avesta prayers by heart (should

be removed) and instead the
meaning/message conveyed
should be known,” urged an-
: . other wife.
' Among the
respondents,
17 percent had
three children,
39 percent had
two, 26 per-
cent had one
child, and 17
percent had no
children. As a
family, 91 per-
cent said they go out on vacations, 74
percent said they dine out at restaurants,
70 percent go for movies and 35 percent
to plays. Fifty-seven percent stated that
their family owned a vehicle, 18 percent
of whom specified that it was a scooter.
Thirty-nine percent of the respon-
dents had a full-time job and nine per-
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cent had a part-time job. Sixty-five per-
cent had domestic helpand 82 percentin
turn helped the husband with his priestly
chores, Cooking of malido, papri and
daraan was known to 39 percent, 22
percent and 26 percent respectively.
Seventeen percent knew how Lo weave a
kusti, and 26 percent each knew how to
stitch a sudreh and thread a bead toran.
Whilst 83 percent of the wives knew
how 1o read and write Gujarati, among
the children, only 61 percent were fa-
miliar with the written language. The
salwar-kameez was the most popular
dress code among 52 percent of the
priests’ wives.

Ninety-one percent of the respon-
dents said they were Shahenshahis and
nine percent considered themselves
Faslis. While all the respondents recited
their kusti prayers daily, the frequency
differed: for 26 percent it was after ev-
ery visit to the toilet, for 17 percent,
thrice a day, 26 percent said twice a day
and 30 percent said once a day. Thirty
percent did also say that they recited
other farajyat (obligatory) prayers from
the Khordeh Avesta daily. The family
prays together, said 61 percent of the
respondents; 22 percent prayed jointly

And whoso fosters zealously all Life,
He doth assure himself a place within
The Realm of Asa and of Vohu Man.’”

(Yasna 33.3 translation by I. J. Taraporewala)

“Whoso unto the Righteous acteth just, —
Whether as ‘Self-Reliant’ he be known,
Whether ‘Co-worker’ named, or ‘Friend’ addressed, —
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ar home and 43 percent at agiaries.

Daily visits to the fire-temple are a
must for 35 percent of the respondents;
22 percent put in weekly visits, 17 per-
cent, fortnightly, four percent monthly,
and 17 percent less than once a month.
Wisits to the lranshah are undertaken by
96 percent of the respondents, with 57
percent frequenting Udvada
more than once a year. Oil-
based divas are a daily {?
feature in 87 percent of =
the homes and al-
though 74 percent ad-
mitted that agarbattis
have replaced loban,
43 percent said that
they have daily loban
at their house.

A code of purity
is maintained in 83
percent of the
homes with 57
percent of the
respondents
not cooking
during menses,
96 percent
washing their hair at the end of the
menses, 96 percent undergoing nahn
after childbirth and 91 percent obsery-
ing 40 days’ seclusion after delivery.
There are nodietary restrictions because
of priesthood, observed 91 percent of
the respondents, with 87 percent saying
they eat Parsi food at home, 26 percent,
mixed, 13 percent Indian and 13 percent
western.

The basic symbolism of the sudreh-
kusti was known to 70 percent of the
respondents, and around 50 percent were
familiar with yashts/nirangs for healing,
warding off evil, protection of the fam-
ily, protection during childbirth. While
legends of Parsi history, stories from the
Shah Nameh and family stories/legends
were familiar to close to 50 percent of
the respondents, comic stories like
Marmai-ni-musafri were unknown to 78
percent. Almost an equal percentage did
not sing monjats, garbas or khyals.

Religious inclinations and family cir-
cumstances were the most commonly
cited reasons for the respondents’ hus-
bands to become full-time priests. Al-
though 52 percent of the respondents
were bom in an athornan family, 70
percent said that they did not cover their
heads at home or when they went oul.
On the subject of whether the number of
agiaries should be reduced by shifting
the fires, the house was almost evenly
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divided, with 43 percent in favor and 48
percent against. But when they were
asked whether women should be al-
lowed o become priests, 21 percent said
“MNo.”
The Parsiana questionnaire and the re-
sponses from the priests’ wives are pub-
lished here.
1} Were yvou bom in an athornan

family?

Yes: 52% No: 43%

2) Was your
| father :
" 1 wigh i
MORE GIRLY TODAY pr:_lcllsmg
Wﬂ{;ﬂsmm A Fmﬁsﬁr. priest?
il ot Yes: 22%
1 ..." LR
=TT RRAER No: 78%
3) Was
yours
an arranged
marriage: 60%

a love marriage:
43%

4) Do you
define

yourself as
orthodox: 17% liberal: 9%
moderate: 70%

5) Are you happy with the respect
accorded to a priest's family by the
community?

Yes: 87% No: 13%

6) What prompted your husband to
become a full-time priest?

Parental pressure: 4%

Religious inclinations: 57%
Family circumstances: 52%

Other: 9%

7) Does your husband do bois at
agiaries?
Yes: 57% No: 43%

8) Are you happy with the panthaky
system?
Yes: 78% No: 17%

9) Are there any dietary restrictions
because of priesthood?
Yes: 9% No: 91%

10) What type of food is eaten in your
home?

Parsi: 87% Indian: 13%

Western: 13% Mixed: 26%

11) Do you have to maintain a code of

purity at home?
Yes: 83% No: 17%

12} Can you cook

malido: Yes: 39% No: 61%
papri: Yes: 22% No: 78%
daraan: Yes: 26% No: 74%

13) Do you know how to weave a
kusti?
Yes: 17% MNo: 83%

14) Can you stitch a sudreh?
Yes: 265 No: 74%

15) Can you make a bead toran?
Yes: 265% No: 74%

16) Do you read and write Gujarati?
Yes: 83% No: 17%

17) Do your children read and write
Gujarati?
Yes: 61% No: 39%

18) Do you assist your husband in his
priestly chores/work?

Yes: 39% No:21%

Occasionally: 43%

19) Do you cover your head

at home: Yes: 30% No: T0%
when you go out: Yes: 30%

No: T0%

20) How many children do you have?
MNone: 17% One: 26% Two: 39%
Three: 17% Four: —

More than four: —

'21) Do you have

a full-time job: Yes: 39% No: 61%
a parl-time job: Yes: 9% No: 91%

22) Do you have any domestic help

{servant, etc)?
Yes: 65% No: 35%

23) Does your family receive financial
aid from any trusts or organizations?
Yes: — No: 100%

24) Do you live in community
housing (baug, trust building, etc)?
Yes: 96% No: 4%

25) Do you have roots, relatives,
family house in Gujarat/small town/
village?

Yes: 57% No:43%

26) Are you a member of your local
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anjuman?
Yes: 9% No: 87%

27) Are you a member of any other
Zoroastrian body?

Yes: 17% No: 78%

If yes, please specify name:

WZ0

28) Would you want your daughter to
marry a priest?
Yes: 73% No: 27%

29) Would you encourage your sons
to take up the priesthood?
Yes: 79% No: 21%

30) Are the monetary returns from
priesthood sufficient to run a house-
hold today?

Yes: 26% MNo: T0%

31) What kind of clothes are you
usually dressed in?

Sari: 39% Western: 43%
Salwar-kameez: 52%

32) When wearing a sari do you drape
itin

the Parsi style: 48%

any other style: 4% both: 48%

With Best Compliments From

R.NOWROJEE

and Company

Specialised in

MICR Cheques, Public Issue

and Multicoloured Offset

Printing

Pallonji Compound, Dadoji Kondev Cross Marg,
Victoria Garden, Bombay 400027

Tel: 3745863, 3722550, 3745825 Fax: 3704930
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33) As a family do you go to
movies Yes: 70% No: 30%
plays Yes: 35% No: 61%
restaurants Yes: 74% No: 26%

34) Do you go on vacations?
Yes: 91% No: 9%

If yes, how often?

Twice a year: 26%

once a year: 35%

Once in two years: 265

35) Does your family/husband/son
own a car/bike/scooter
Yes: 57% (scooter: 18%) No: 43%

36) Are you
Kadmi: — Fasli: 9% Shahenshahi: 91%

37) Do you recite the kusti prayers
daily?

Yes: 100% No: —

If yes, how often?

Once a day: 30% Twice a day: 26%
Thrice a day: 17%

After every visit to the wilet: 26%

38) Which prayers do you recite
daily?

Kusti: 91% Others (specify):
Farajyat: 30%

39) Do you regularly visit a fire-
temple?

Daily: 35% Weekly: 22%
Fortnightly: 17% Monthly: 4%
Less than once a month: 17%

40) Do you visit the Iranshah atash
behram in Udvada?

Yes: 96% No: —

How often?

More than once a year: 57%

Less than once a year: 30%

41) Do you light a divo?

Daily: 87% On special occasions:
13% MNever: —

If yes, is it oil based: 87%
electric: 8%

42) Is there daily loban in the house?
Yes: 43% No: 43%

43) Do you light agarbattis instead of
loban?
Yes: 74% No: 21%

44) Do you say the

Jamva ni baj: Yes: 9% No: 87%
Vasidi kusti: Yes: 26% No: 57%
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45) Do you or did you observe the
following:

Mot cooking during menses

Yes: 57% No: 43%

Washing hair after menses ends
Yes: 96% No:—

40 days’ seclusion after childbirth
Yes: 91% No: 4%

Nahn after childbirth

Yes: 96% No: —

46) Would you be able to explain the
basic symbolism of the sudreh and
kusti?

Yes: 70% No: 30%

47) Do you know any garbasfsongs
associated with navjote?
Yes: 17% No: 83%

48) Do you sing

monajats; Yes: 22% No: T4%
garbas: Yes: 13% No: 83%
khyal: Yes: 18% No: 78%

49) Do you recitefknow any special
yashts/nirangs for

healing (physical and mental):

Yes: 57% No: 35%

warding off evil: Yes: 43% No: 43%
protection of family:

Yes: 43% No: 43%

protection during childbirth:

Yes: 439 No: 43%

50) Do you recite Gujarati stories at
home?
Yes: 43% No: 57%

51) Do you know

legends of Parsi history:

Yes: 529% No: 48%

stories from the Shah Nameh:

Yes: 529 No: 48%

family stories/legends:

Yes: 48% No: 48%

comic stories like Mamai-ni-musafri,
elc:

Yes: 18% No: 78%

52) Does your family pray together
Yes: 619 No: 39%
At home: 22% Al agiary: 43%

53) Do you attend samast bandagis at
your local place of worship?
Yes: 31% No: 65%

54) Do you keep any pels
Yes: 32% No: 78%
If yes, indicate: Dog: 17% Parrot: 4%

Now 100
Years old

B.
Jamshedji
Jivanji

Wishing all
our patrons
a happy
Jamshedi Navroz
Mubarak

Opp Bullion Exchange
188 Zaveri Bazar
Mumbai 400002

Telephone: 2405526




Wishing Parsi Patrons
“Happy Jamshedi Navroz”
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HEE]

Homely atmosphere,
well known for fresh
delicious food. Clean,
modern rooms with T. V.
and other amenities.

Homi K. Sidhwa

Proprietor

Udwada

Dist Valsad 396180

Phone no: (0260) 370243 (O)
(0260) 372174 (R)

Cat: 4% Any other: rabbit, goat,
tortoise, fish

55) Should women be allowed to
become priests?
Yes: 9% No: 91%

56) Should the number of agiaries be
reduced by shifling the fires?
Yes: 43% No: 48%

57) Do you think the decline in the
number of priests can be solved?
Yes: 100% No: —

If yes, then by:

greater monetary returns: 100%
greater respect Lo priests: 65%
housing lacilities; 91%

higher educational opportunities: 65%
others (specify): social security
benefits like provident fund, gratuity,
medical and travel assistance, by not
insisting on memorization of prayers.

58) Would you encourage your
husband 1o move out of Bombay to
serve agiaries in far-flung areas?
Yes: 35% No: 61%

59) Should navjotes be performed for

children of

Parsi fathers and non-Parsi mothers:
Yes: 35% No:61%

MNon-Parsi fathers and Parsi mothers:
Yes: 0% No: 919%

60y Should there be after-death
prayers for

men who have married out of the
community: Yes: 39% No: 52%
women who have married out of the
community: Yes: 17% No: 74%

61) Should there be ashirwad prayers
for

men who have married out of the
community: Yes: 12% No: 83%
women who have married out

of the community:

Yes: 4% No: 92%

62) In the light of the declining
vulture population how should the
dead be disposed?
Dokhmenashini: 74%

Burial: 9%

Cremation: 13%

63) Are you in favor of conversion?
Yes: 0% No: 96%

Best Compliments

R. P. R. Enterprises
66K, A. K. Marg, Mumbai 400036

JAMSHEDI NAVROZ MUBARAK

“To love is to risk not being loved in return.
To hope is te risk disappointment.
But risks must be taken because the greatest risk
in life is to risk nothing.
The person who risks nothing, does nothing, sees
nothing, has nothing AND IS NOTHING.

He cannot learn, feel, change, grow, love and live.
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HIGH NOON AT HOUSTON
continued from page 42

gress be enforced. “They proved we are
moderate people, not extremist, nol rac-
i51... The net result was not only to allow
one person to speak but (to establish)
that we can only proceed by respecting
each other’s diversity without bigotry,
with respect for human dignity,” noted
Soroushian.

Valedictory
The closing ceremonies began with a
mega jashan. Observed Shapur Pavri,
Houston's longest enduring voluntary
priest, ere he passed the burning flame
into the small but sure hands of Bhadha:
“1 envy Mehernosh and his youth, envy
the fact that all the girls adore him! He's
the kind of kid I'd like for a grandson.”

Switching tracks from the individual
to the community, Pavri made an impas-
sioned plea for greater respect for the
priesthood: "1 believe with every fiber
of my being, as the priesthood goes, so
goes the community. If you disrespect
the priesthood our community will
wither and die.

“For 1,300 years, with no king or
country, the community held together,
The priesthood is the glue that holds the

community together...

“When I look at Mehernosh, I'm
confident that the religion and the com-
munity will endure for another 1,300
years."”

The flame will glow at the North
American Zoroastrian Congress at Chi-
cago in 2002 and thereafter come to the
next World Congress, informed EB
member Iimmy Mistry.

Memberof the Government of India’s
National Commission for Minorities, L
Gen Adi Sethna complimented ZAH,
the Congress organizers and FEZANA
on behalfof all the delegates forcreating
a completely new version of the World
Zoroastrian Congress. Referring to the
“very moving, bonding jashan,” heurged
them to “make ceremonies like this vis-
ible, audible and understandable.” Fas-
cinated by the “many young people
{who) had come to find out why some of
us were still riding our hobbyhorses,”
Sethna welcomed the openness and in-
formality while admitting that he found
the extensive menu “hard on the guts,
intellectually!™ The sustained organiza-
tion and the “opening up of minds” were
the Congress’ major achievements, said
Sethna, as also the high auendance of
professional people. Promising to put

across at the anjuman level what he'd
seen and learnt at Houston, Sethna ad-
vised the Parsis in the gathering to be
proud of the Parsi Zoroastrian culture
but not remain stuck at singing Chhaivé
Hamé Zaravhushti. Emphasizing the
need to learn more aboul our origins,
Sethna passed on two little appetizers:
Some of the beawtiful jewelry the Parsis
own comes from Iran if it has a linle
leopard mark on it, he told the audience,
and the ultimate Parsi symbol, the *Surti
biscot’ is an import from Holland!

“We came to discover new things:
learn from people who know more; teach
those who know less,” Davier reckoned
the achievements of the five-day meet,
adding, “The Congress went off reason-
ably well.” *Very well!” corrected the
audience with resounding applause
which continued as Davier happily in-
roduced Team Congress, the army of
dedicated Zoroastrians who made it all
possible.

“We learntabout the religion through
the sessions and culture through the
legacy projects. We celebrated all the
events put together by diverse ideologi-
citl groups... Let this be the first day of a
new rejuvenated Zarathushti nation,”
concluded Dolly Dastoor.
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Wholesale dealers
of Godrej Storwels,
Filing Cabinets,
Coffers, Cash-boxes.

Retailers of
Refrigerators,
Typewriters and
Office Furniture.

Prop: Mr M. A. Variava

269 Mariman House,
Dr Cawasji Hormusji Street,
Marine Lines, Mumbai 400002
(0) 2091974 (R) 2019119

POWER PUSHER
FINANCIAL
SERVICES
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Hanoz P. Patel and
Zubin P. Patel
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bonds issues, company
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LIC, mutual funds, post
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corporate deposits, 9%
tax free relief bonds.
Office:
306, M B House, 3rd floor,
79 Janmabhoomi Marg, Fort,
Mumbai 400001
Tel: 2846522, 2846521
Fax: 022-2846521
Res: 3866533, 3879979

We've been at the service of our

THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT!
continwed from page 86

ures, living up to his billing as a “human
calculator.” A shortskit, Tea with Shroff,
written by Karachi's Farishta Dinshaw
lightheartedly examined controversial
Zarathushti topics in the guise of a TV
chat show.

The piéce de résistance however was
the dramatized recitation of Mathew
Amold's poem Sohrab and Rustam by
UK’s Renu Setna. Holding the bare stage
single-handed, Setna drew the skirmish-
ing father and son to life, capluring in
Amold's heroic words the anger and an-
guish, suspicion and sorrow chasing each
other in the minds of the protagonists as
they faced one another in mortal combat,
each ignorant of the other's true identity.

Another two-hour session of enter-
tainment was scheduled in a smaller area
the following day. Beginning withasong
by Vancouver's Vista Pourbahrami and
Meherhomji's piano recital, the program
alsoincluded amagic show by Bombay's
Pearl Bhumgara and a session of fun
with numbers with Jokhi. Choli ke
pichhey pichhey by the ZAGNY (Zoro-
astrian Association of Greater New York)
dancers, an Iranian dance by members of
the California Zoroastrian Center, Rao’s
Kathak performance and Mexican and

RS OF

EXCELLENCE

IN EYE CARE

esteemed clients for the past

100 years — constantly upgrading
our technology, pioneering
breakthroughs, thus enriching our
reputation for perfection.

AMA-BH-11

206 Parsiara March 2007

O

Baliwalla & Homi

Private Limited
OPTOMETRISTS & CONTACT LENS CLINIC
*355 [ N. Road, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001 Tel: 2874916/ 162

*614, J. 5. Marg, Princess S, Mumbai - 400 002 Tel.: 201430614823,
* ), Merwanj Stree, Parel, Mumbai - 400 012, Tel: 4126051,




Mrs Jeroo & Jehangir N. Medhora,
Ms Zenobia J. Medhora & Viraf J. Medhora
Wish a Happy and Prosperous Jamshedi
Navroz Mubarak to the Parsee community

JEHANGIR MEDICAL
ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES

ASSOCIATE COMPANIES
JEHANGIR ENGG ASSOCIATES

JV BIOMEDICS INTERNATIONAL
Tel No: Factory 4922782/4930853 Fax: 91-022-4930853

PRODUCTS RANGE
Manufacturing Cautery Machine and
Physiotherapy Equipments

* ELECTROTHERM Portable 350 Watts Unit (Short Wave Diathermy)

* THERASONIC Portable Ultrasound Therapy unit

* ELECTROMYODYNE S5TD-3 Muscle Stimulator

* FARADYNE Faradic Stimulator
* SONOMIST Ultrasound Nebulizer
* CONTINUOQUS PASSIVE MOTION UNIT (CPM)
*TRANSCUTANEOUS NEURONALGESIA (TENS)
* ELECTRONIC TRACTION FOR CERVICAL & LUMBAR
*TRACTION TABLE FOR TRACTION UNIT

Pioneer in manufacturing of Physiotherapy and Electrosurgical
(Cautery) equipment in our country.

Our Popular latest Jehangir’s Solid State ELECTROSURGICAL
unit MEGATOM-UROTOM-BIPOLAR COAGULATOR-ACE-300
(State of Art) are widely used all over the vast country.

Our MEGATOM-UROTOM-ACE 300 is
specially used for TCRE & ALL TYPE OF LAPAROSCOPIC surgeries

All correspondence to

Factory: Unit No 308 & 309, Bussa Heavy Industrial Estate, Off Ferguson
Road, Hanuman Lane, 5. N. Path, Lower Parel, Mumbai 400013
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Yankee Doodle dances by the ZAH (Zo-
roastrian Association of Houston) kids
were the other items on the menu.

The long winter nights at the Con-
gress featured different types of enter-
tainment. The first night (December 28)
with 115 emphasis on Zarathushti heri-
tage began with a performance by the
World Zoroastrian Orchestra. Amid the
internationally famous melodies of
Johann Strauss (The Blue Danube), Otto
Nicolai (Overture ro the Merry Wives of
Windsor), Sergei Rachmaninoft (Piano
Concerto No 2 in C minor) and Georges
Bizet (thighlights from Carmen), soprano
Dilshad Khambatta and flautist Ayesha
Dastur rendered Jashme, an aria com-
prising the fourth movement from Meher
Madon-Jansen's oratorio Afuera. The or-
chestrawasconducted in turn by Farobag
Cooper and Adil Mehta.

Alter the appreciative audience had
had an hour to dine, the ZAH presented
acolorful rendition of In a Persian Mar-
ketwhere vendors, soothsayers, jugglers
and dancers vied for audience attention
with princes and beggars, aristocrats
and slaves frequenting the bazaar. The
27 performers and three narrators were
directed/choreographed by Vehishta
Kaikobad and Anita Wolfe.

Other offerings by ZAH were a tab-
leau, a modern dance choreographed by
Lillian Bharucha, a jazz dance and the
finale. Sonia Behrana rendered an aria
accompanied by Sorab Wadia on the
plano.

The California Zoroastrian Associa-
tion staged two Iranian dances while 12
ZAGNY ladies pirouetted to the beat of
the garba. An | 1-member troupe from
Karachi presented a Sindhi dance coor-
dinated by Yazdi Haveliwala,

Atthe Texan night that followed (De-
cember 29), community members and
dance professionals presented country-
western, Mexican, Afro-Peruvian fla-
menco and swing dances. Country two-
step, line dance, waltz and salsa were the
other offerings as also a professional
classical Spanish guitar rendition.

The sports awards were followed
by a disco night on December 30 and
the last night of the millennium fea-
tured a gala Mew Year's Eve ball
where, apart from the door prizes that
went to the lucky winners, there were
donated items like a carpet, a painting
and air tickets which were auctioned,
netting the organizers much needed
income to defray the costs of the Con-
gress.

Mrs Katy Khody Irani
B.A (Hon) LL.M (Mumbai)
FT.C.L (Piano, London)
Ist Death Anniversary 31-3-2001
{Day Friday) Roe Tir (13th day)
Momth Ava (81h month) Shanshahi
You sulfered in pain for three years with
courage, | tried hard to get you well but all my
efforts were in vain, With tearful eyes |
watched vou fading away with my heart
breaking. | could not make you stay, for both
of us did our best, but God granted you
eternal rest.] miss you Katy and think of you

KHODY

Best wishes
for the new
Millennium —
Patience

The Virjees

of Panchgani
wish you Navroz
Mubarak and
look forward to
welcoming you
at their

Guest House.
Phone: 02168-40256
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JET SET DAVAR

continted from page 169

proach). If L had to do it again, | don't see
why not,” he continues.

Suchinvestigative stories kept Davar
absorbed for a while until he learnt that
Sterling Newspapers, the publishers of
Gentleman, was up for sale, For the
subsequent four to five years Davar ook
over as the editor and publisher of the
Gentleman group of magazines and
opted out when a split in the Express
group meant that Sterling Newspapers
would have new owners. Even before
Davar launched Spenta Multimedia, with
his brother Minoo he had started Spenta
Publishers Private Limited, accepting
printing and publishing work. Maoror-
ing, the periodical of the Western India
Automobile Association, was yet an-
other magazine which they had pub-
lished in the early 1990s.

Community publications do not in-
terest Davar substantially although he
admits that there was a time when he
was considering taking over the man-
agement of Jam-e-Jamshed which was
then a daily and clubbing it with The
Dailyifhe could find a partner willing to
invest the money. But keeping in mind
the age range which community publi-
cations have to appeal 1o, their bilingual

nature and the limited talent available o
runthese periodicals, he appreciates that
“it's a very challenging job requiring
considerable commitment.”

“Throughout my life 1 have never
had any insecurities about money.
Largely because I've been single with
no pressures of family,"” states Davar, Is
he contemplating marriage? “Of course,
| have nothing against marriage.” he
asserts but does not give a lime commit-
ment. The reports on the community
dwindling make him retort, “Who's
bothered about numbers? The most im-
portant thing is the spirit. Why can’t we
live in the 21st century? If you have
lived your life by the simple tenets of
your faith, why do you need all this
dogma, all this *superionty’ nonsense?
If you allow me as a man to bring up my
children as Zoroastrians why not let the
same principles apply to women espe-
cially when you say Zarathushtra was
one of the greatest emancipators?...

“I have rarely met a finer human
being than Roxan Shah. (Since she was
married o a non-Parsi, following her
death in a car accident she was refused
funeral rites at Bombay "s Doongerwadi.)
The controversy following her death
was 50 needless. If good people want to
be a part of you, why should you turn

your backs on them? If in his lifetime a
person has lived a life whereby the com-
munity is not ashamed of him, why
should the community turn its back on
him when he wishes his dead body be
discarded in a particular way?" Im-
pressed with the “dignity of the quiet
funeral rites at Doongerwadi,” Davar
adds, "If it creates problems for people
around us, we certainly have to re-look
at (the system)..." Known 1o be very
protective of his mother Rati and brother
Minoo, (his father Eruch having died
when he was only 11 years old), Davar
respectiully adds, “After death, what is
important is the sensibilities of people
around you. I would go by their feel-
ings...The community needs to face is-
sues of far greater importance where the
living are concemed rather than worry
what happens after death...

*“*Majani bank ni nokri chhé (the
security of a bank job)” is, I think, the
biggest problem the community faces. |
see degeneration all around me; no goals
in life, no drive, no ambition...I'd en-
courage every single Parsi to be an en-
trepreneur — not join Tatas, nor banks.
Nomatter how small, be yourown boss,”
he counsels, “I"ve always enjoyed what
I'm doing because I have not really had
to answer to anybody.”

FARROKH KHAMBATA

CATERING & ALLIED
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profound reluctance I wish to present an
alternative only for those who in their
wisdom are condemning the time-hon-
ored practice of dokhmenashini — an
alternative that I have observed during
my travels to Sicily.

The island of Sicily (Italy) was occu-
pied by the ancient Persians for its most
strategic position in the Mediterranean,
both for trade and for war. Darius [ is
greatly revered by the Sicilians as *Dario’
who made an unforgettable mark on the
culture of Sicily. Although Sicilians
belong to the Roman Catholic faith they
do not use the system of burial or crema-
tion for the disposal of their dead. They
strongly believe in our ancient Persian
fundamentals that no element of nature
should be polluted. Hence, they use the
ancient Persian system of “astondant’
where the Persians used to enclose the
bone remains of a body into hard stone
mountains, after dokhmenashini, asevi-
dent at Nukshe-Rustom.

The method adopted in Sicily is very
simple, cost effective and practical. The
body is enclosed in a ‘zinc coffin® and
sealed. After a proper Catholic death
ceremony this sealed coffin is placed

inside the enclosure in a concrete wall
— almost like our safe deposit vaults,
The enclosure is then closed with con-
crete, a memorial marble slab placed
with the details of the one consigned,
usually with a photograph. A small shelf
is provided to put candles and flowers in
memory of the departed.

When all three of the alternatives
which are currently under consideration
by the Bombay Parsi Punchayet are at
best at an experimental stage with clear
indication of failure in its practical
achievements, this system practiced for
generations by the Sicilians is time
proven, and meets all the environmental
requirements of non pollution accord-
ing to our doctrines, but fails when it
comes to Khorshed Nagirashni — disin-
tegration of the body through solar en-
ergy.

For those with no knowledge of
dokhmenashini who are concerned about
their “loved ones lying uneaten and de-
caying for months in a dokhma™ and
would prefer to see their loved ones
neatly packed and disposed of without
any gruesome sight or stench, perhaps
this Sicilian method may prove more in
compliance with the Zoroastrian doc-
trines than any other alternative so far

suggested.

Those seeking alternative methods
must remember that they have no right
tochange or alter the existence of conse-
crated place of worship such as our
dokhmas, which are earmarked accord-
ing to the wishes of the original donors.
They must find their own funds and
procure land 1o suit their own needs.
What has happened to the dokhma in
Andheri should never be allowed 1o
happen again. Ervad DARIUS N. SETHNA

The proposed aviary at the Towers of
Silenceis, apart from being a non-starter,
an open scam, playing on the religious
beliefs of a confused sect asking them o
be philanthropic towards upholding the
cause of an impractical, irretrievable
dokhmenashini system. Rationale says
that philanthropy should be for the liv-
ing, not the deceased.

It needs o be queried why the priestly
class should be forbidden to perform
last rites for those who, under known
conditions at the Doongerwadi, perforce
opt for eremation of their corpses. Be-
fore the accumulating bodies become a
threatening health hazard and a serious
bone of contention with non-Parsis in
the vicinity, there is an urgent need for
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action on a war-footing. Muchis at stake
and much needs to be done.

Where is the cause for misplaced
apprehension that the Maharashtra Gov-
ernment and the Municipal Corporation
may not grant permission for the erec-
tion of a latest state of the art cremato-
rium on Malabar Hill when others stand
at lower levels in the city? The lease on
Doongerwadi grounds mentions “...for
last rites" as observed by a past Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) chairman. No-
where has the mode of disposal been
said to be specified. The rigidly ortho-
dox may have the choice of the preva-
lent system alongside. Further, the same
esoteric/religious ceremonies used be-
fore constructing the centuries old
dokhmas can be redone to consecrate
the site earmarked for a scientifically
constructed crematorium that draws out
the physical remains in ash form in less
than an hour and with minimal environ-
mental pollution or sacrilege of accepted
tenets of the 5,000-year-old Zoroastrian
faith.

Instead of inviting Jemima Parry-
Jones and secking her advice on breed-
ing perishing vultures in captivity, our
so-called akabars in the BPP apex body
should have had the farsighted wisdom

to approach Prime Minister Atal Behan
Wajpayee for altruistic license under the
prevailing circumstances.

Fortunately for the hopeful/pragmatic
Parsis, there are two eminent brethren,
attomney general Soli Sorabjee and Rajya
Sabha MP Fali Nariman, who can repre-
sent the community’s case for mandatory
permission (in case of obstacles) to build
an optional crematorium in keeping with
our fundamental/religious rights.

For their immense and invaluable
contribution in all fields of Indian life,
any ruling government or head of state
would think twice before refusing Parsis
their legal rights to additionally con-
structacrematoriumas an optional mode
of disposal of their dead, within the
parameters of the trust deed. All this
rumor-mongering about losing our vast
estates to the authorities, in the event of
an alternative mode of disposal to
dokhmenashini, is a convenient shield
for protagonists of the aviary project at
the expense of the religiously gullible
among the progressively forward-think-
ing Parsi community.

MICKIE N. SORABIEE

Bold stand on disposal

While commending the trustees of the

Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) for their
bold stand, the members of the Disposal
of the Dead with Dignity-Action Group
(DDD-AG) emphatically state that they
have emerged stronger in their convic-
tions and would leave no stone unturned,
in the true Zoroastrian spirit, o ensure
their basic God-given ancestral right 1o
all the prayersiceremonies — irrespec-
tive of the choice exercised by them to
dispose their dead bodies in a particular
way. DDD-AG further note that the is-
sue here is not of religion but simply a
matter of respecting the wishes of each
and every Zoroastrian. The vigilant
members of the community having es-
tablished factval data (legal and reli-
gious) swung into action to save the
future deceased brethren and their fami-
lies from further indignities while si-
multaneously strengthening the hands
of the BPP trustees.

Life revolves around change. It per-
meates everything we are and do. The
absence of change is worse than inac-
tion — it is atrophy. Right from the
beginning, DDD-AG have made it ex-
plicitly clear that they are in no way
concerned about changing the present
undisposable system of disposing the
dead. Their specific concem is solely

|
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that they as Zoroastrians are as much a
part of Zoroastrianism as some of their
orthodox brethren. They wish to make it
clear that they have absolutely no inten-
tion of adopting any anti-Zoroastrian
stand but that in view of the appalling
circumstances, they simply wish toadopt
a quick, hygicnic, alternate system of
disposal as it should be and as so vehe-
mently expressed to the trustees by our
eminent Dr Farokh Udwadia who has
spontaneously come forward to lend
support to DDD-AG.

The members of the DDD-AG are
strongly opposed to the tactics of those
few Zoroastrians who are known to be
playing to the galleries in their frantic
bid to gain favor with our revered priests
and the public. Their openly denoune-
ing the six highly committed trustees/
intellectuals speaks nothing short of
stooping to uncthical means in times of
crisis and reeks of distastefulness. The
BPP trustees are the custodians of the
community and their bold, commend-
able stand to act honorably with fore-
sight, vision and above all, with a sound
basic senseof ‘righteousness’ todowhat
they had to do deserves the highest re-
spect and admiration. Their welcome
decision, taken after careful delibera-
tions, will go down in the annals of the
history of the Zoroasirian community as
they have acted without any rancor or
hyped-up fanaticism.

The trustees have the fullest support
of the DDD-AG and of a large number
of community members who refrain
from making tall, fabricated claims and
resorting to demeaning accusalions.
They have spontaneously come forward
from all segments of the community and
not just from the prominent/influential
sector as was erroneously alleged by the
orchestrated opposition group. The
DDD-AG has been flooded not only
with enquiries but sirong requests 1o
work with urgency in seeking an alter-
nate solution. We have had personseven
in their 60s, 70s and 80s from various
baugs/colonies expressing their sense of
relief at the passing of the two resolu-
tions by the trustees and urging us 1o
expedite the matter as they had long
been alarmed/worried about the disturb-
ing happenings at Doongerwadi.

The DDD-AG further reiterates tha
neither they nor the trustees would give
in to the pressure tactics of any groups
whatsoever and in so doing, those con-
cerned would be exposed 1o legal pros-
ecutions. As our Supreme Court Justice
Sam Bharucha clearly stated, the time
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has indeed come forchange, inthe larger

interest of the whole community. Letus

band together with our illustrious trust-

ees, who are the torchbearers of the

community, to take the necessary giant
leap forward in the right direction.

GOOL A BUGWADIA
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Dixpoxal of the Dead with Dignity-Action Group

**A doctrinal crossfire”
These are my impressions after attend-
ing the samast anjuman meeling con-
vened by the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
on the question of dokhmenashini.
What I saw and heard was most un-
fortunate. Theissue has been politicized
and there is a split in the community. A
strong orthodox lobby has been created
with the vested interest of building an
aviary. It was shameful and disgusting
te watch the American style, non-
Gujarati speaking members of the bri-
gade shouting in favor of an aviary,
The learned solicitor trustee of the
Punchayet narrated in detail the events.
He told us the truth, but only the half-
truth. and concealed the other vital half-
truth as to how the corpses are disposed
of in the absence of vultures. In the
absence of vultures, the Punchayet is in
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no position to destroy the corpses. They
are dehydrating the corpses and avoid-
ing the stench. How dehydrated bodies
are destroyed is not known.

The first mistake of the Punchayet
was o invite Jemima Parry-Jones. How-
ever renowned she may be, it is to be
remembered that she is a non-Zoroas-
trian and a non-Indian. Seeing the
dokhmas and the method of disposal of
the dead must have shocked her, but she
knows there is money, she has a *bakra’
and a middleman to help her. Don’t
blame her, blame the Punchayet.

Priests and scholars could have been
requested to give their opinions, but it
was a mistake to involve them in deci-
sion making. For a solution, qualified
and experienced technocrats should have
been consulted. Priests/scholars are like
the medical diagnostic clinic. We do not
ask them to treat patients.

There are only two methods known
to destroy corpses. One is burial and the
other cremation. Only the Zoroasirians
get their dead destroyed by vultures,
where there are dokhmas, otherwise they
also resort to burial or cremation. It is
high time we realize that the course open
to us for disposing the dead is crema-
tion, either electric or solar. There is no

other go, unless anew acceptable method
is discovered by a miracle. Are we wait-
ing for a miracle to happen?

DAL L. GUNDEVIA

“Pint-sized Parsi icon”

A devout Zoroastrian, a true Zarathushti,
a noble soul, a man with a mission and
an indomitable spirit, Phiroze Framroze
Gutta, former chairman and managing
director of Central Bank of India and
Union Bank of India, died peacefully on
January 5, 2001 at the Hinduja Hospital.
As per his wishes, his body was brought
home to his residence at Dadar for the
last funeral rites. However, the esteemed
priests of our community deemed it wise
to deny prayers to this illustrious man, a
man who had led a pious life as per the
basic tenets of the Zoroastrian religion,
At this juncture, 1 wondered and re-
flected on what was aptly cited by Phiroze
Amroliwala in an article “Educate the
community” in the Jam-e-Jamshed
Weekly of November 12, 2000: “Reli-
gious ceremonies are for the souls and
not for the body of the departed.” Then
how can the individual's choice of dis-
posal of one's mortal remains be the
deciding factor in the recitation of
prayers?

As [ wished 1o pay my last respects to
the deceased and offer condolences to
the bereaved family specifically on be-
half of my father, [ attended the crema-
tion ceremony held at the Worli crema-
torium on January 6, 2001. The essence
of the entire proceedings revolved
around simplicity and austerity. This
visionary of 75 years was dressed sim-
ply in our traditional pure white garb.
Some of the mourners had offered flow-
ers while some others, sandalwood. The
crowd of well over 100 Parsis (inter-
spersed with a few non-Parsis), men and
women traditionally dressed, sat rever-
ently, while many of us standing filled
the hallway. It appeared that their pres-
ence was not anly to show respect, but
more 50 to express acknowledgement
for what this man stood for — a strong
unflinching sense of duty, justice and
fair play.

As described in The Times of India
obituary section of January 6, this “pint-
sized Parsi icon was the harbinger of the
bygone value system, achampion of the
needy and a meticulous practitioner of
the art of perfection.”

What struck me most was that the
entire congregation, at the request of
one of the relatives (presumably an

With Best Wishes From

Mr Rusy M. Shroff, mzE.

and

Mrs Purviz R. Shroff
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athornan) wholeheartedly and vehe-
mently participated in the humbandagi
prayers. The voices in unison magnified
the power of our simple Ashem Vol and
Yarha Ahu Vairyo prayers and resounded
the depth of affection and sincerity of
feclings of all those present. Indeed, it
was evident that all had assembled to-
gether not only to honor this great man
who had touched many lives, but more
specifically to endorse and express soli-
darity for the one who had upheld the

; 5 courage of his convictionseven in death.
With the I was filled with a sense of awe and
(_‘(}Hip.’fﬁ]‘{;’ﬂ."j (}f admiration and felt doubly proud of this

departing fellow Zoroastrian, a man to
whom we were bidding a stirring fare-
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of the five outstanding Zoroastrians honored at the Seventh
World Zoroastrian Congress iwoare great-grandsons of Bomas
Khodadad Irani, the head of our family in India.

Bomas had migrated to India in 1857. He later married
Dinbai Jamshedji [rani in Bombay. They had seven sons and
two daughters.

Dr Jamshed Jiji Irani is the grandson of Bomas® fourth son
Dhunjibhoy. Prof Kaikhosrov Dinsha Irani is the grandson of
Bomas® second son Jegjeebhoy.

May I take this opportunity to request anyone having any
relevant information about the descendants of Bomas 1o
contact or write to the undersigned at 512, R, P. Masani Road,
Matunga, Bombay 400019, SOONU JAMSHED IRANI

Selective discussions

The Seventh Werld Zoroastrian Congress held at Houston,
Texas from December 28, 2000 to January 1, 2001, discussed
everything under the sun, except the two most vital matters
which are plaguing the community today, viz, the dokhma
controversy and the depletion of our numbers. Some such
extraneous matters discussed were Gathic period history and
the Zarathushti story.

When I had queried this with the executive board of the
Congress, [ was told that such "mundane™ matters like the
dokhma and our declining numbers do not affect their part of
the world, i.e. North America, and as such each individual
anjuman and country should dwell on such issues. My re-
sponse 1o this was, in that case they should have called it the
North American Zoroastrian Congress and not the World
Zoroastrian Congress if they were not going to discuss prob-
lems which affect more than 75 percent of the community
staying outside North America.

[ was finally told that the Houston Congress was essentially
a vehicle for folks to get together and exchange ideas, enjoy
secing old friends and of course afford an opportunity for
matrimonial alliances. As far as solving any of the burning
problems of the community, the Congress achieved nothing,
and we are back to square one. Brig N. B. GRANT

Posona

Ahmedabad raises funds

By the grace of Ahura Mazda, there is no structural damage to
most of our religious, commercial or residential properties,
but all these would certainly need immediate repairs. This
would mean an additional financial load on the Ahmedabad
Parsi Panchayvat, running into a few lakh rupees. The rehabili-
tation of one “displaced” family has been well 1aken care of.

To our relief, no casualty has been reported among Parsis
in Anjar, Bhachau or any other part of Saurashtra. The news
has been gathered through their relatives in Surat and else-
where.

Under the circumstances, the Ahmedabad Parsi Panchayat
has resolved 1o seek and collect donations and disburse the
same not only to our humdins, but also to the other affected
human beings who have suffered the wrath of this natural
catasirophe.

We would therefore appreciate any financial help, big or
small, from all well-meaning persons, with the assurance that
each donation will be acknowledged with a pucea receipt,
which would also entitle the donor to claim exemption under
section 80G of the Income Tax Act. Donations may be sent to
the undersigned at Parsi Agiary, Bukhara Mohalla, Khamasa

225 FParsigng March 2007

There’s
something so
real in the
taste of life.

The veal taste of life




Gate, Ahmedabad 380001.
Ervad NAVROZE B. KANGA
Jt Hon Secretary, Ahmedabad Parsi Panchayat

Relocation relief
The Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman, Mhow
notes with regret the devastation that
has taken place in Bhuj, Ahmedabad
With best and other places in Gujarat in the after-
math of the recent earthquake.

We would like our Zoroastrian breth-
ren to know that we have some accom-

PERKS modation available in Mhow for those

complimenis from

Season’s who have been affected, and who may
Greeﬁngs from ENGINEERING want to relocate, either temporarily or
permanently. For those who wish to
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high speed sophisticated housing free of cost for a limited period,

PA R AG 0 N shrink and stretch and for those who wish to move perma-
nently, the rent charged will be in keep-
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E-mail: perksengineering @vsnl.com very reasonable. A 2’“_* cﬂ""‘_f“-'m
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Mumbai 400026 ¢ platinum jubilee (1926- ) of

Bangalore’s Bai Dhunmai and Cawasji

Dadabhai Dar-e-Meher was celebrated
on January 20, 2001 with due pomp,
dignity and religious fervor. The agiary
was completely renovated and the holy
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fire was reinstalled on January 18, 2001
at 10.00 p.m. from its temporary abode
within the compound, after due riwals
essential for the relocation.

The main religious function was on
January 20, when a jashan was per-
formed by three dasturs and 15 other
mobeds in the newly renovated main
hall of the agiary which was packed to
capacity by Bangalore Zoroastrians and
other nvited guests who graced this
occasion in their traditional Parsi attire,
Thus, the Bangalore agiary keptitsrepu-
tation as one of the best managed and
maintained agiaries in India. The credit
for this honor undoubtedly goes to the
Unwalla family members who have
served as panthakies since the inception
of the agiary in 1926 and to other ex-
panthakies, Ervads Jamshed Chinoy and
Homiar Nasirabadwala,

The justifiable pride I felt in being a
Bangalore Zoroastrianattending the jashan
ceremony for such an auspicious occa-
sion was shori-lived and turned to an-
guish and dismay, if not utter disgust,
when a few days later [ came across an
article “A Summary of Events” on the
website www.bpza.org of the Bangalore
ParsiZoroastrian Anjuman (BPZA) which
will be read by Zoroastrians and others

throughout the world. Amongst the sev-
eral dignitaries and scholars invited by the
BPZA waddress the congregaton was the
well-known legal luminary Rusi Gae —a2
retired law secretary, Government of In-
dia and an accepted authority on legal
matters — who spoke onissues like adop-
tion, interfaith marriages, children of
mixed marriage, etc. His discourse was
rudely interrupted by some self-styled
“youth leaders” who objected to the
leamed views of Gae, causing commo-
tion in the gathering and forcing Gae to
cut shon his speech, The youth leaders
secemed to have forgotten that Gae was an
honorable invitee of the BPZA and had
every right to express his views. Banga-
lore Zoroastrians are known for their in-
tellect, tolerance. courtesy and hospitality
and I hang my head in shame for the
reprehensible behavior shownoGae who
is way above us all in his knowledge and
acumen concerning legal matters.

True to the Parsi tradition and pro-
pensity for rich food, emphasis during
the celebrations was laid on providing
rich food, two free lunches and dinners.
A well-known caterer from Bombay was
flown down to Bangalore with adequate
supply of fresh white pomfret.

My earlier appeals to the trustees not

to fritter away donations received on the
platinum jubilee ostensibly for the re-
pair and renovation of the agiary and the
priest’s quarters, and to convert as much
as possible of the amount saved to create
a corpus exclusively for future mainte-
nance of our agiary and also to create
funds to assist less fortunate Bangalore
Zoroastrians with medical tresiment and
education were kept on the back burner.

The two days of celebrations demon-
strated the successful efforts by a young
Zoroastrian architect Darius Billimoria
who completed a complex project in
record time. It also brought out the reli-
gious fervor of the local Zoroastrians,
our weakness for rich and excessive
food and full exhibition of mutual back
thumping.

We will now have to wail, Ahura
Mazda willing, for another 25 years to
again celebrate in grand style the cente-
nary of our agiary during which time [
fervently hope that this humble letter of
mine will guide our younger generation
to understand the essential priorities
befitting that occasion and not convert it
into a profligacy. Dr M. D, DISAWALLA

Bangalore

Edited by Parinaz M. Gandhi
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ART

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Said to be the father of Indian photography
Jehangir Unwalla believed every picture must
convey the inner feelings of the photo-artist

As a young collegian he had always
dreamt of owning his studio. But he was
almost 60 years old before Jehangir
Nowroji Unwalla (JNU) could realize
his cherished ambition. Much before
that he had established himself as the
“father of Indian photography,” having
taken the initiative to form the Camera
Pictorialists of Bombay and been recog-
nized as the founder of the Indian Acad-
emy of Photography and the founder-
president of the Photographic Society of
India,

*“While computers and digital cam-
eras are threatening to bring about revo-
lutionary changes in the very concept of
photographic imaging, what will be the
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future of pictorial photography only time
can tell. However it may be stated that if
there was one individual who was the
very embodiment of goodness and grace,
who at the same time was the undisputed

master of both the art and the technique |

of photography it was INU,” acknowl-
edged T. Kasi Nath, president of the
India International Photographic Coun-
cil (IIPC) which celebrated the birth
centenary of the late Unwalla in 1996.
To mark the occasion an exhibition of
his creative photographs was organized
in New Delhi under the joint auspices of
the 1IPC and the Lalit Kala Akademi to
give “the contemporary photographers
some idea of the pictorial excellence

attained by Unwalla.”

Among the classics on display at the
exhibition was Malevolent Eye which
Q. P. Sharma, honorary general secre-
tary of the 11PC, described as “a perfect,
high-key, still life picture of extreme
beauty, charm and quality par excel-
lence.” There is a story behind this table-
top picture of two showpieces — an
eagle perched on a rock gazing at a fish
below — which Sharma relates in the
souvenir brought out on the occasion:
At an all-India exhibition organized by
the Punjab Photographic Society in 1962,
Sharma and a co-judge T. F. Geti had
mutually agreed beforehand that they
would not give any award 1o Unwalla
who was known to participate in practi-
cally all the exhibitions. Their rationale
wis: he has won so many awards, he is
beyond these now. The judging as usual
was by silent voting system and contin-
ued through the day. The award winners
were selected by unanimous vote of the
three judges and to their utter disbelief
Unwalla’s entry had made itto the top of
the list once again. “None of us knew
that this picture was made by Unwalla,
as it was not seen carlier...,” wrote
Sharma.

“MNow what material difference is
there between an exhibition picture and
any other photograph that you happen to
take?" Unwalla had written in his article
“How [ make my exhibition pictures.”
Responding 1o his own query he added,
“The only suggestive difference tome is
the selection of the subject matter of the
picture, and this is a matter of personal
likes and dislikes. In every print, tech-
nique must be as near as possible per-
fect. All my work is done in a room
15x10 feet, luckily with three windows
on one side of it, and I use daylight in
combination with electric “flood" and
‘spot’ o modily the shadows and cut
down the exposure as much as possible.
The screens on the windows are ad-
justed to admit as much light as will not
ruin the effects of the *spot.” I like to
inspect and study pictures of all types
but the urge for photography in me is
mainly that of portraits and figure
studies...As a change from portraiture |
do still life work, particularly table-top,
which gives me endless enjoyment...”

Known tohave done exhibition work

Above: self portrait of Unwalla
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Above: Eldest sister
Jerbanoo Unwalla (left),
niece Shireen and nephew
Pashang Ghasvala served as
Jehangir Unwalla's subjects
Alongside: His prize winning
entry, A Matter of Time

since theageof 23,in 1935 The
American Annual of Photog-
raphy had listed him fourth
amongst the most prolific pho-
tographers of the world, noted
R. J. Chinwalla in his article,
*The art of J. N. Unwalla,” in
The Mustrated Weekly of India
in 1960 which was reproduced in the
souvenir. “His record of acceptances
spread outover the last 40 years, through
800 international photographic exhibi-
tions is fantastic: 2,750 prints, 133 color
transparencies, with the singular credit
of having won over 700 premier inter-
national awards,” continued Chinwalla.
*He is as adept in handling 16 mm
amateur movies as a still camera; seven
of his efforts in this field have won for
him 14 awards in USA, France, England
and India.” One of his first 8 mm color
films entitled One Dinar More had won
the President of India's gold medal for
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the best all-round amateur color film,
reveals Unwalla’s nephew Pashang
Ghasvala,

Chinwalla then referred to one chal-
lenging assignment given to Unwalla
when he was asked to produce a great
picture without moving out of a stipu-
lated 6x3-foot area, with an additional
teaser that the camera could only be
pointed towards the ground. Setting his
creativity to work, Unwalla pulled a
branch of a tree to cast a correct shadow,
positioned two withered leaves strategi-
cally, and titled the poetic picture A
Matter of Time, reflecting “a masterly

study of light and shade and
texture’ which went on to win
several awards, stated
Chinwalla.

Unwalla also enjoyed the
distinction of being the only
Indian who was an exclusive
member of the prestigious
London Salon and also honor-
ary Fellow of the Royal Pho-
tographic Society (RPS) of
Great Britain, the Institute of
Cinematography, London, the
Photographic Society of
America (PSA) and the Royal
Society of Ars. He was also
elected honorary overseas representa-
tive of the RPS and the PSA in India. On
the occasion of Unwalla's centenary,
“every possible effort was made at get-
ting hold of the original photographs for
puiting up an exhibition, but most of
them appear to have vanished,” regret-
ted Kasi Nath who lauded Sharma's
vision “to prepare copy negatives of
many of JNU's photographs from vari-
ous sources” to make possible the exhi-
bition. Unwalla’s granddaughter Anahita
Desai, who financed the exhibition and
entrusted the photographs remaining
with herto the [IPC, willingly liaised for



the prints when Par-
siananeeded them. The
Indian Post and Tele-
graph Depariment paid
their tribute by bring-
ing out a special first-
day-coverin Unwalla’s
memory on October24,
1996.

“As a youth cutting
out the center arl pages
of The Amatenwr Photographer and col-
lecting them was my hobby. This prac-
tice was given up in favor of preserving
the complete copy since 1919 when 1
started photography,” wrote Unwalla in
The Amatewr Photographer, London, of
1934, Starting out on a friend’s hand
camera, the encouraging fecdback he
received spurred him to buy a tropical
Sanderson field model, whole-plate size,
with a Dallmeyer Stigmatic [/6.

His father Nowroji had a business in
precious stones which was rnuined over-
night when a fire broke out in his office.
The shock of this devastation caused his
sudden demise in 1918, leaving young
Jehangir who had studied at the Bharda
New High School with no other option
but to support his widowed mother,
brother and sister. For the next 35 years
he worked as a sub-broker with stock
brokers, R. P. Shroff and Sons. His wife
Mani Adarji Choksi was a talented
painter and their union bore one son, Jal,
the family background is related in the
brochure. His elder sister Jerbanoo was
also an accomplished artist,

The magnanimity of Jehangoo K.
Seervai, a generous patron of arts who
donated a small but well equipped stu-
dio o Unwalla in 1955, helped to keep
the doyen focused on the advancement
of photography and the uplifiment of its
standard in India for the next eight years
unttil his demise in 1963. “His studio
soon became a center of pilgrimage for
one and all, 1o derive inspiration and
imbibe knowledge in the art of photog-
raphy,” mentions the souvenir, He was
one of the most sought after lecturers
and writers on photography subjects, a
respected judge on technical matters as
well as on aesthetics. “He lectured and
gave demonstrations unfailingly oneach
Friday's crowded evenings. In the after-
noon one could find him at the Conti-
nental Photo Stores on Bombay's
Dadabhai Naoroji Road which remained
a beehive of all camerists for a long
time,” recalled his juniors, K. G.
Maheshwani and Dilhar Bhachech. It
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was at Continental,
owned by his closest
friend Nagindas
MNallawalla, that Unwalla
stored many of his prize
winning photos and
awards which were all
destroyed in a fire, men-
tions Ghasvala.

Whilst photography
was his greatest love, he
was anequally talented artist, an accom-
plished actor and an able violinist who
remained a simple, unassuming indi-
vidual. His large collection of 78 rpm
records used 1o draw other wesiern mu-
sic aficionados like Mehli and Dr Fredy
Mehia, Rustom and Behram Marzbanto
his residence, reminisces Ghasvala,

Declared K. L. Chaudhuri of the Pho-
tographic Association of Bengal, “He
had the greatest regard for human feel-
ings and the varying moods of nature in
all its splendor. Also he had the rare
acumen to introduce in his ‘pictures’ an
element of undefinable mystery.”

*The aim of the photo-artist is to
transmit his own emotions and ideas
about his subject to those that view it. Be
it a portrait, a figure study, a landscape
or even a still life picture, it must have
the stamp of that artist's feelings,”
Unwalla was convinced. “If you have
had no opportunity to se¢ the original

j ) WS g (8] (5] ] (]

¥ 3
Unwalla's niece Shireen Jijina
(center) at the inauguration of the
centenary exhibition at the Lalit Kala
Akademi

works of the great artists, at least study
their reproductions and digest them,” he
persisted. “Man is an imitative creature.
It is by imitation far more than by pre-
cept that we learn everything; and what
we learn thus we acquire not only more
effectually but more pleasantly.”

“The first photograph of Unwalla
which I saw and which left me spell-

bound was Bess ar Bay, a picture of a
black cat with snarl, all in low-key. This
was followed by Jumma Khan, Tvpe of
North, Bombay Fireman, Rey Genesis
and above all Shiva and Parvati. All
were pictures of impeccable quality and
all those who saw them were highly
inspired,” reminisced P. N. Mehra who
served on the advisory board of the
IIPC. Their first meeting in 1947 was
firmly imprinted on Mehra's memory.
Dressed in spotless white with a black
cap, he was the prototype of “a typical
Parsi. He looked so fresh and was ex-
tremely sofi-spoken,” noted Mehra who
learnt from his senior that he always
made three 12x15-inch prints because
on the first print the various controls of
dodging were not perfect.

As Unwallahad once revealed, “Prac-
tically every print needs manipulation,
and [ shade the parts I wish to hold back
or expose others which require mass
toning down. The selection of the make
and variety of printing paperdepends on
the subject to be printed. Although I am
keen on preserving true photographic
quality till the very last, a certain amount
of retouching is necessary on the nega-
tives in particular types of portraiture...I
start by rubbing the print softly with
pumice powder as it lakes the water
color finishing very well without show-
ing the finished parts much: afinal gentle

powdering again, and a

. rubbing off with sofi cloth

@ [I prevents the handwork be-

ing noticeable on the fin-
ished print...

“Occasional humorand
fun derived from photog-
raphy — even a bit non-
sensical at times — will
help to cheer you up and
forgetthe burdens of life to
some extent,” believed
Unwalla who was substan-
tially preoccupied with
commercial and advertising photogra-
phy. at a time when photography was

not a particularly lucrative profession.

However, he would not miss out on any
opportunity to take pictures of promi-
nent personalities. In the centenary sou-
venir Homi Kharas revealed how when
Sam Tata of Shanghai (whose mastery
of portraiture was respected all over
Britain and America) wanted a portrait
of himself, “he could think of no one but
the guru of international fame, Unwalla...
Always ready to share his skill with

continued on page 248
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MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides (as
listed in this issue) ranged be-
tween 21 and 45 years, the arith-
metic mean (the total number of
individual ages divided by the
total number of brides) being
27 years. The corresponding fig-
ures for the grooms were 24 and
69 years, averaging at 31 years.

The first month of the new
millennium witnessed a surfeit
of births, 27, as versus in De-
cember 2000 where there were
only 13 (five carried in the Feb-
ruary 2001 issueand eight names
published herewith) as per the
data Parsiana receives from two
hospitalsinsouth Bombay. Janu-
ary 2001 saw 87 Zoroastrians
consigned to the Towers of Si-
lence. Thirty-one patients (17 in
the 80+ age group) succumbed
to heart discase whereas 16 died
due to pneumonia and lung re-
lated diseases. Cancer took atoll
of eight lives, septicemia, seven
and kidney failure and old age/

general debility, four each. Three
victims each fell prey to diabetes
and diseases of the liver and in-
testines. Hyperiension and res-
piratory disease felled two Zoro-
astrians each. The isolated cases
listed for the month of January
were: Parkinson’sdisease, AIDS,
pancreatitis, cercbral malaria,
asteoarthritis and Swrge-Weber
syndrome (a genetically deter-
mined congenital disease of any
organ or lissue derived from the
external germ layer of the em-
bryo). The oldest and youngest
10 breathe their last were both
males: a 10]1-year-old and a 24-
day-old. A 30-year-old was also
losttothe community, The Zoro-
astrian life expectancy at birth
for January, in Bombay, was 75
years,

The data on births, marriages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
various newsletters and anjumans
in India and abroad, couns and

hospitals. This information is not
always complete or consistent:
we are unable to carry data from
areas where the anjumans do not
furnish the paniiculars; the birth
figures for Bombay are supplied
by two hospitals — births in sub-
urban hospitals and privale nurs-
ing homes are not included unless
individuals send us information
together with a copy of the binh
certificate. There may be aninad-
vertent repetition of names in the
marriage list when a civil mar-
riage precedes a religious cer-
emony. In the breakup of deaths
according to illnesses, especially
of the elderly, deathisoftendue to
acombinationof several discases.

If readers have any births/
marriages/deathsthey would like
published, some proof to ensure
the veracity of the report would
be required, We are sure our rea-
ders would appreciate this re-
quirement and cooperate with
us,

AHMEDABAD
MARRIED

Pearl Doctor and
Farhad Tarapore on
Movember 19, 2000

BOMBAY

BORM

A girl 1o Kerafrid and Adil
Damania, December 3

A girl, Zara, 1o Kerban and
Mahernosh Humranwala,
sister to Aliza; December 6

A girl to Shiraz and Vispi
Daruwala; December 8

A girl, Kayan, to Katayun and
Mahivar Dastoor, sister to
Vahishta; December 12

A boy, Kayan, to Shernaz and
Zubin Patel; December 12

A girl to Navaz and Rehinton
Paghdiwala; December 13

A boy o Ferzana and Sarosh
Daruwalla; December 27

A boy, Jerom, 10 Rukh-
shana and Hoshi Edulji;
December 27

A boy, Darius, 1o Shiraz and
Tehmaas Gorimaar,

January 1, 2001

A boy to Percis and Vispi
Driver; January 2

A girl to Faryal and Homi
Kargara; January 3

A girl, Zarah, 10 Natasha and
Honoze Nekoo; January 3

A girl, Aariana, to Gulmohur
and Farrokh Tarapore;
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January 3

A girl to Farida and Noshir
Dalal; January 4

A boy, Behzad, 1o Menaz and
Porus Seonawalla, brother (o
Benafsha; January 6

A girl to Monaz and Farzad
Antia; January 7

A girl to Reckshana and
Kerman Mehea; January 7

A boy, Karl, to Benaifer and
Feroze Mehia, January 8

A girl to Anahirta and Darayus
Colabewala; January 9

A boy to Ferzana and Khushru
Kumana; January 9

A girl to Arzan and Rustom
Dhanbhoeora; January 12

A boy to Navaz and Neville
Bharwcha; January 15

A boy to Vahbiz and Harihara
Iyer; January 17

A boy o Sanam and Kaizad
Wadia; January 17

A girl to Jamine and Cusrow
Darania; January 18

A girl 1o Daisy and Burzeen
Driver; January 18

A girl to Minal and Khushrau
Jilla; January 18

A girl, Avan, to Binaifer and
Yezdi Diventri; January 21

A boy 1o Khushnaz and
Hormuz Gotla; January 22

A girl 1o Dilara and Sorab
Canteenwalla; January 24

A boy to Zinebia and Maneck
Mady; January 24

A boy to Telnaz and
Mehernosh Patel, January 24
A girl, Jenevive, 1o Pervin and
Sharukh [rani, sister to Kyra;
January 25

A girl to Shehnaz and Darafus
Sanjara; January 27

A girl to Rashna and Jamshed
Paymaster, January 28

MARRIED
Zerophie Ronnie Mistry and
Hoshang Firoze Deboo,
January 1

Anita Burjor Doodhmal and
Cyrus Firez Irani; January 1
Thrity Kekobad Doctor of
Mavsari and Rooyintan
FPeshotan Peer; January |
Thrity Fali Desai and Eric
Firoze Misiry, January 2

Pearl Freddy Engineer and
Ardaviral Pirojshaw
Moriwalla; January 3

Farzin Homi Kasad and
Ardeshir Minoucher Adel;
January 4

Benaz Rumi Palsetia and Kersi
Rusi Mistry, January 4

Tanaz Dinshaw Patel and
Delzad Faredoon Vapiwalla;
January 5

Urviz Pervez Hodiwalla and
Hoshedar Dara Balaporia;
January 6

Bakhravar Ardeshir Mistry and
Burzin Naval Engineer;
January 6

Parviz Noshir Parel and
Godrej Rustom Dastoor
Meherjirana; January 6
Khushnaz Sarosh Wadia and
Ashdin Porus Turner,

January 6

Ferzin Porus Turner and
Danesh Rusrom Vazifdar,
January 6

Shernaz Keki Asavaid and
Ravomand Viraf Bagwalla;
Januwary 7

Renata Rusi Pavri and Darius
Sammy Desar;, January 7
Jennifer Rehinton Bhathena
and Viral Dali Mohia of USA;
Januwary 7

Pervin Dinshaw Mowdawalla
and Cyrus Aspi Patel;

January 7

Michelle Phireze Vazifdar and
Yohan Zavaray Poonawalla of
Poona; January 7

Kamal Kersi Anklesaria and
Zubin Dara Dumasia;
January 8

Kavan Shiamak Marshall and
Jamshed Naval Pandole;
January 8

Frian Percy Wadia and Burzin
Rumi Mehta of New Zealand;
January 11

Diana Minoo Anklesaria and
Homyar Minoo Sanjana;
January 11

Farzana Rustom Chothia and
Vistasp Minoe Batliwala;
January 12

Dilshad Rusram Parel and
Viraf Farrokh Chichgar;
January 12

Dilshaad Sarosh Buhariwala
and Burgess Heroize Choksey,
Januwary 12

Freny Cowasfee Dinshaw and
Adi Hirji Jehangir; January 12
Shireen Jimmy Khan and
Zubin Rustom Davar;

January 14

Jennifer Keki Karanjia

and Ruzheh Bomi Daver,
January 15

Niloofer Dossu Khambarea and
Behram Jehangir Marzbani,
January 15

Vahbeez Parvez Bachana and
Erach Sarosh Songadwala;
January 15

Behnaz Rohinton Vevaina

and Jimmy Sorab Suratia;
January 15

Rashna Pesi Elavia and
Fahrad Noshir Mistry;
January 16

Monaz Dadu Parel of Navsari
and Percy Jamshed Tangri;



KERAWALLA
AND COMPANY

Parsi caps, sapat, ladies
and gents sadras, lenga,

kusti, syaw, hand
embroidered scarves,
net sadras, German
silverware and
presentation items,
agarbattis, tachho,
vehar, loban, batti-kakra,
nara bundle, etc, etc

Sadras and lengas are
also made to order

R. N. Kerawalla
Provision and Stores

Dal-pori, bhakhra,
ghari, khaman laddoo,
tarapori pattia, ginger

and garlic paste, sariya,
custard, cutlets, patties,

Poona biscuits, Lonavla
Navratan chikki, E. E

Kolah pickles and

vinegar, chicken

broilers, Venky products,
Al Kabeer meat products
and provisions of
reputed companies

Address:

218 Dr Cawasji Hormusji 5t
Opp A. P. Market
Dhobi Talao
Mumbai 400002
Tel: 2061343

MATRIMONIAL
Alliance invited from

well educated, warm hearted,

good looking Parsiflrani girl
for highly educated, cultured,
35 years, 5'9", fair, well-to-do
bachelor working in USA.
Please reply with details to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Mar/5-2001)"
GPO Box £92, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope

GOOLKHUSH
RESORT
Bordi (Station Gholvad)
5 Days, 4 Nighs, AC Deluxe couple
Rs 7.500¢- includes lodging, boarding &
free access to pool, half day sightseeing to
Daman & Udvada, taxifus free 10 & fro
pick-up from Gholvad StationResort.
AJC Deluxe room per couple Rs 1,350/«
Semi Deluxe room per couple Rs 1,000/
Mon-AJC room per couple Rs 800/
(Inclusive of Lodging & All Meals, free
access o Swimming) [Group Discount
10% for five persons in one Room)]
Contact Bombay - 3821494
Bordi - 02528 41182-41336

BUSINESS PREMISES

Large airy room
(approx. 170 sq ft) with
telephone, available in Fort
area for sale, interested
parties may please
contactimmediately:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, GPO Box 892
Bombay 400001

Parsiana wishes
all its readers,
subscribers,
advertisers and
donors a very happy
Jamshedi Navroze

00 [ocowsy stereo

GLOBE
THEATRES
Pvt Ltd

Established
April 3, 1915

Pioneers of Show Business
in India for

the last 85 years

Wﬂ fedﬂdicate ﬂursal\"ﬂs
to the ideals we have
cherished and practised all

along --namely to show

NOTHING BUT
THE BEST

to our ever increasing
number of Patrons

Controlling:

REGAL
BOMBAY
®
CAPITOL

BOMBAY
®

GLOBE
CALCUTTA

All the above Cinemas have
now been equipped with

Sound SystEm
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January 16

Khushamin Rohinton Meherjee
and Hormuzd Rustom Chethia;
January 18

Ruby Sam Mehrta and Percy
Viraf Dafal: January 18
Anahita Adi Minbartiwalla and
Toranj Jal Daver, January 20
Farzana Aspi Chinigar and
Porus Phiroz Jussawalla,
January 21

Faranak Noshir Elavia and
Viraf Keki Gandhi; January 22
Tanaz Sam Ketwal and Viraf
Noshir Wadia; January 22
Persis Zubin Barliwala and
Zubin Nozer Limbuvala;
January 23

Diana Zarir Pate! of Baroda
and Delzan Neville Wadia of
Baroda; January 23

Kashmira Sam Kalwachwalla
and Ruzbeh Kersas Jaore-
walla; January 25

Shiraz Dady Rana and Danesh
Rohinten Taraporewalla of
Tarapore; January 25

Pervin Nariman Kadwa and
Homyar Cavas Mogul,
January 26

Navaz Parvez Bajan and
Hormuz Asphandiar
Dadachanji; January 27
Keshmirva Jimmy Bharncha

and Cyrus Adi Parel,

January 27

Benaz Khushroo Keravala
and Vispi Perver Bulsara;
January 28

Sharmin Rusi Bilimeria and
Hoshedar Phiroze
Poonawalla; January 28
Mehercheher Shiavax Chaina
and Vieaji Phirajeshaw Popar,
January 28

Rukshana Jal Batliwala and
Fredy Firoz Darewalla;
January 29

Shiraz Kawas Parel and Percy
Rusi Firrer; January 29
Havovi Kershi Dadinatha and
Neville Faramroze Velari;
January 29

Shirin Hormusji Wadia

and Navroze Adi Lalkake:,
January 30

DIED
Phiroze Maneckshaw
Batfiwala (81), residing at
AS13, Rustom Baug, Victoria
Rd, Byculla, 400027,
December 31, 2000

Minoo Kaikhashen Dubash
(78), V, Dalal Est, Lamington
Rd, 400008; December 31
Manchershah Shavakshalh
Baxter (95), 604/D, Khurshed

Hse, Lady Jehangir Rd,

Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
January 1, 2001

Danlar Behramii Bhesania
(87}, 679, Kudianc Bldg,
Katrak Rd, Wadala, 400031,
January |

Nergish Eruchsiaw Billimoria
(73), E/15, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; January |
Marni Shapoorji Tata (T9),
B/104, Vaspan Ahura Co-op
Hsg Soc, Dr 5. 5. Rao Rd,
400012; January |

Nergish Beheam Mehta (86),
47, A. H. Wadia Baug, Parel
Tank Rd, 400033; January 2
Gaimeai Cooverji Kavarana
(76), R/15, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; January 3
Maora Dinshaw Udwadia (98),
G6T/H, Mirador, B. Desai Rd,
400026; January 3

Jehangir Dinshaw Balsara
(49}, 9, New Khoja Chawl,
Cpp Dalal Est, Bombay
Central, 400008: January 4
Homi Jehangirjee Jehangiv
(70}, 12, Jeevan Vihar Soc,
Opp Navyug College, Rander
Rd, Surat, 395009; January 4
Adi Maneckji Kerawalla (80),
204, Dadabhoy Jijibhoy Bldg,
Nr 5t Peter’s School, Vasai

(W), 4001201; January 4
Mani Sorabji Bagli (80),
Soona Bldg, Zoroastrian
Blocks, Chikalwadi, Tardeo,
400007; January 5

Nariman Ardeshir Katpitia
(101), 1-A/32, Taa Mills
Co-op Hsg Soe, Elphinstone
Rd, Parel, 400012; January 5
Lily Ratan Amra (64), 6-A,
Kaka Bldg, Gilder Lane,
400008: January 6

Alloo Phiroze Balsara (82),
1273, Rustom Baug, Victoria
Rd, Byculla, 400027,
January 6

Mani Cawasfi Bamji (85),
Avasia Hse, 8 Darabsha Lane,
MNapean Sca Rd, 400026;
January 6

Mehroo Minocher Kavarana
(88), Southlands, 177, Upper
Colaba, 400005; January 6
Gool Keki Warcha (88), 15,
Tata Bldg, Dhunbaiwadi,
Dadabhai Rd, Vile Parle (W),
400056; January 6

Hoshang Hormuz Bulsara (24
days), 4A/10, New Dubash
Bldg, Gamadia Clny, Tardeo,
400007, January 7

Rurron Diumiisa Darnwalla
(87). 12, School Bldg, Cusrow
Baug, 5. B. Rd, 400039;

With Compliments From

2429 Gen Thimayya Road, Camp, Pune 411001

Victory Theatre
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Wit Best C. ompé}m ents
s
N &N

Systems and Software Private Limited

Anti Virus * Network Security * Network Management

Head Office: #105, OM Chambers, 123 A. K. Marg, Kemps Corner, Mumbai - 400036
Tel: 022-368 0512717718 Fax: 022-368 0513 Email: info@bom.nandn.com Website: www.nandn.com

A Neville Bulsara and Nadir Karanjia Venture!

The Good Earth.

[t won't get any better tomorrow, unless we act tuday...

The ills of indusiniakisalion are making their presente fell
Resuh ?

A mass exodus from the wilages 10 the cities in search of a beller living.
To accommodate the teeming populalign, evergreen loresis are gwing way lo
ugly concrede structures.

The me 15 npe 1o give back to Mother Eanh what we-have taken from her, Which
has been an ongoing practice with us at Tatas for decades. By planting more
rees. Twurmng wastelands nio greenbells. Conserving the soil Instahing
cleansing devices. And even gong 1o the extent of planting woods in city centres.

Because we bebeve that whal comes from Nature must go back 1o Nalure many

| AR

ADROIT-7T83
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January 7

Nariman Faramroz Wankadia
(70, 41, Piroja Mans, Opp
Grant Rd Stn, Grant Rd,
400007; January 7

Gaiv Nariman Karbhari (56),
A, Godrej Baug, Off Napean
Sea Rd, 400006; January 8
Jaloo Dhunjishaw Parel (68),
D-2272, Malegamwalla Bldg,
M. M. C. Rd, Mahim, 400016;
January 8

Khorshed Ratansha
FPalkhiwalla (86), Sanjana
Bldg, Forjett Hill Rd, 400036;
January 9

Filloo Neville Palseria (43),
D1-23, 5. B, Bharucha Baug,
5. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; January 9

Rustom Jehangir Ranikhervala
(87), 14, P. B. Mody Bldg,
Parel Village, G. B. Ambedkar
Rd. 400012; January 9
Kaikshroo Pestonji Sethna
(78), Engineer Hse, 85, Tardeo
Rd. 400034; January 9

Farokh Faramroze Karai (55),
1/A-3. Blue Arch Co-op Hsg
Soc, Four Bglws, Andheri (W),
400053; January 10

Homi Nusserweanji Mistry (87),
D-9, Rustom Baug, Victoria
Rd, Byculla, 400027;

January 10

Dossan Savak Screwvalla (84),
Manck Mans, M. M. C. Rd,
Mahim, 400016; January 10
Heomi Dhunjisha Bharucha
(52), Bf12-A Shapur Baug, V.
P. Rd, 400004: January 11
FPiraja Bomanshaw Billimeria
(83), F-11, Mistry Bldg,
Captain Clny, Tardeo, 400034,
January 11

Telunurasp Bamanshaw
Fulwadiwala (74), 1/26, A. H,
Wadia Baug, Parel Tank Rd,
400033; January 12
Jehangirshaw Meherjibhai
FPalshetia (99}, 4, Caecsar Villa,
Veera Desai Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; January 12
Dhunjishaw Framroze Mistry
(69), J-54, Cama Park, Cama
Rd, Andheri (W), 400058;
January 13

Alog Nariman Mody (76),
10-A/24, Tata Clny, Tardeo,
400034; January 13

Jasi Jehangivii Shroff (77},
Sunshine, 156, M. Karve Rd,
400020; January 13

Behram Jamshedji Petigara
(6&), N-38, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; January 14
Rustomji Sorabji Chivalwala
(78), 1Bf3, Tata Mills Co-op

Hsg Soc, Elphinstone Rd,
Parel, 400012; Januvary 15
Freny Eddi Darndkhanawalla
(71}, Cf618, Bhivandiwala
Ter, Dhobitalao, 400002;
January 15

Farhad Rustom [rani

{ Bahmani) (15), C-2. Rustom
Baug, Victoria Rd, Byculla,
400027 January 15

Sheroo Kaikhushrn Nallaseth
(80}, 42, Malcolm Baug,
Jogeshwari (W), 400102;
January 16

Perin Kaikhusroo (Keki) Shraff
(69, Cfo Roshan Hemnani,
1064, Off Main Rd, Whire-
field, Bangalore, S60002;
January 16

Phiroze Rustomfi Vesawalla
(90), 479, Jehangir Mans,
Hughes Rd, 400007;

January 16

Maneckshaw Nusserwanji
Antia (83), 316, A. H. Wadia
Baug, Parel Tank Rd, 400033;
Januvary 17

Bapsi Darabsha Misctry (75), 2,
C. M. Banaji Bldg, Forjeu 51,
400036; January 17

Nusli Sorabji Patel (92),
Perviz Mans, Cumballa Hill
Rd, 400036; Januvary 17
Coomi Tehmion Bharucha

(71), 33, Laxmi Ratan Bldg, K.
H. Kataria Marg, Mahim,
400016; January 18

Homai Belwam Dandiwalla
(83), E/103, Sai Roshan,
Kasturba Rd No 4, Borivhi (E),
400066; January 18

Framroze Phirezesha
Daroowala (91), 12,
Kalpataru, 8. V. P. Rd, Borivli
(W), 400103; January 18
Dolly Maneck Dastoor (70),
501, Bhagwati, 68, Yari Rd,
Versova, 400061; January 18
Dinshaw Temulji Elavia (T8).
32-C/14, Mulla Manzil,
Balaram 51, Grant Rd, 400007;
January 18

Khorshed Minoo Mistry (86).
Hendre Mans, 8, Sleater Rd,
400007; January 18
Khurshed Nariman Parel (55),
D-2/12, Balsara Bldg, 5. B.
Bharucha Baug, 5. V. Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058;
January 18

Phiroze Rustomji Ichhaporia
(85), Sleater Hse no 1, Sleater
Rd, 400007; January 19
Grstad Behramyi Trani (60),
Lotus, 303, Ambadi Rd, E
B(2), Vasai (W), 401201:
January 19

Tehmi Dady Parel (T8),

With Best Compliments

From

A WELL-WISHER
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Wishing all Zoroastrians
a very happy Jamshedi Navroz

With Best Wishes From
Zubin K. Gandhi and Ashok K. Walke

VENUS ETHOXYETHERS
Private Limited

Offers: Intermediates for disperse dyes

Ethoxylates & Propoxylates
of Alkyl Phenols, Fatty Alcohols, Oxo Alcohols, Fatty Acids,
Amines, Amides, Oils, Esters, etc

Job work also undertaken for speciality Ethoxylates/Propoxylates

Speciality Chemicals:
Ethylene Bis Stearamide, Glycerol Mono Oleate, Butyl Stearate,
Sodium Di Methyl Di Thio Carbamate 40%, Potassium Di
Methyl Di Thio Carbamate 40%

Speciality Auxiliary Chemicals for
Textile Industry, Leather Industry and Paper Industry

Please contact manufacturers:
VENUS ETHOXYETHERS Private Limited

Factory and Regd. Office
Plot No. 109-111, Bicholim Ind. Estate, Bicholim, Goa 403529
Tel: (0832) 362337/362898/362904 Fax: (0832) 362257

E-Mail: venus.goa@sma.sprintrpg.ems.vsnl.net.in

Mumbai Address '
Hari Niwas, 1st Floor, 19, Mathew Road, Mumbai 400004

Tel: (022) 3630466/3610523 Fax: (022) 3611285

Website: http://www.venus-goa.com
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Stanburj, Azad Rd, Juhu,
400049; January 19

Amy Erach Nadirshah (99),
Modi Mans, Mereweather Rd,
Colaba, 400039; January 20

Aspi Sorab Saklar (65), 4, BIRTHS
Poonam Ngr, Andheri (E). Boys
400043; January 20 Girs
Khorshed Boman Mistry (43),
Petit Block no 1, Jamshedji
Petit 5t, Grant Rd, 400007 E:;HMGES
January 21 e
X : g » BT WUNAL
Minoo Dosabhai Sutaria (55). Males marriod Gk

4/9, Tata Clny, Tardeo,
400034 January 21
Godrej Darabji Tavaria (80),

Females married out

1-AS10, New Khareghat E;i;iﬁn

Clny, Hughes Rd, 400007; Males

January 21

Siloo Burjor Gandhi (80), K, Fomdes

Dalal Est, Lamington Rd, CREMATED

400008; January 22 Males
Females

Mehroo Yazdi Kotwal (72),
Panday Sanatorium, Wode-
house Rd, 400005; January 22
Freny Dadiba Mistry (70), 442,
Panthaky Baug, Andheri Kurla
Rd, Andheri (E}), 40006%;

January 23

Freny Jal Shavaksha (92), 127,

Kemps Corner, 400026;
January 23

Hilla Minocher Engineer (75),
A-d, Keval Mhl, Marine Drive,

This issue  2000*

14
21

45
44

FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
Bombay India World
2001 Thisissue 2000* 2001° Thisissue 2000* 2001°

87 1 1 15 - - 15 -
84 16 1 1 - — 14 =
127 53 2 i1 1 — 19 L
v J — 2 - - -
19 _— 1 2 — — 1 —
463 43 5 78 4 — 4 -
461 44 3 57 3 - -
5 - - 1 = - - =
3 — = a i = . —

*Running totals for 2000 (January 2000-March 2001 issues)
sRunning totals for 2001 (January 2001-March 2001 issues)
Overseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremated,

"These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

400020; January 24

Keki Rustomyji Batliwala (30),

AJS, Ketan Apts, Katrak Rd,

Wadala, 400031; January 25
Adt Maneckshaw Bhola (68),
401, Seth Minocher Shroff

Bldg, Raghunath Ngr.
Wagle Est. Thana, 400601 :
January

Good packaging is vital for the growth of a [_ -

3 Ps go into the making of a brand.

We'll take care of one of them.

brand. At Ecoplast, the accent Iz on
dalivaring packaging solutions that make
winnars of brands

For leading manufacturers of fast moving
goods  and perishables,
Ecoplast's accent on quality has meant a
distinct, tangible advantage In  the
marketplace.

CONSUMmer

Ecoplast Ltd.

Packaging Solutions

In the area of fexible packaging, Ecoplast's
strengths lie in the production of multiayer
films made by the blown film co-extrusion
process.

To know how your brand could banafit from
Ecoplast’s expertise, do get in touch with us
at the address given below. We'd be happy
to expose you to packaging possibilities for
your brand.

4, Magan Mahal, 2nd Floor, 215, Sir M, V. Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai 400069
Tel: B325364/8341403/8203452 Fax: 8366384

E-mail: ecoplast@bom3.vsnl.net.in
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... the flicker of a glance...
an expression without words...

a blur of movements — that scts spirits soaring,

feet tapping to the sound of music —
the rhyvthm of the art —

Bharat Natyam.

An Indian classical dance form.

Likewise — another modern India classic. ACC.
Virtuoso performance — over 60 years.
No 1 in cement in India,
second-largest cement company
in the developing world. A leader — since 1936
breaking new ground — not just in cement
but also in high-tech refractories
and special products.

i

State-of-the-art research facilities
comprehensive, in-house —
the only one-of-its-kind in India.
Plus consultancy services — to process industries —
from concept to commissioning.
ACC. Moving to a new rhythm — the 21 st century.

/ The Associated
i Cement Companies
Limited

times change, our values don't

Cement House 121 Maharshi Karve Road, Mumbai 400 020 (India)
Tel: 2039122 = Telex: 1182837 = Fax: (91-22) 20800706,




Dinshaw Merwanji Subecar
(84), Bf37, Glamour, 21,
Arthur Bunder Rd, 400005;
January 25

Aloa Cyrus Jamshedji (82),
804-C, Rati Lodge, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; January 26
Banoo Burjoerji Caprain (96),
D-4, Palm Spring, 157, Cuffe
Parade, 400005; January 27
Khorshed Jehangirji Madon
(84), 3739, Tata Mills Co-op
Hsg Soc, Elphinstone Rd,
Parel, 400012; January 27

Bomi Gustad Turel (30), R-13,

Godrej Baug, Napean Sea Rd,
400026; January 27

Noshir Bhikafi Andhyarujina
(60}, D-2, Sunita, Peddar Rd,
400026; January 28

Jal Maneckshaw Godref (76),
C, Harganga Mhl, Khodadad
Circle, Dadar, 400014;
January 28

Goola Nusserwanji frani (84),
/10, 280, Princess 51,
400002; January 28

Minoo Savaksha Bandora-

walla (74), D-7, Rustom Baug,

Victoria Rd, Byculla, 400027;
January 29

Eruch Jehangirji Engineer
(85), 11, Gohil Hse, Khetwadi

Sth Lane, 400004; January 29
Dinbai Jehanbux Chandu-
wadia (73), 152, Aderbad,
34, Hughes Rd, 400007;
January 30

Jarmshed Pestonji Damaniya
(509, 108, New Sukshanti
Apts, Tisgaon Naka, Kalyan
(E), 421301; January 30
Alamai Ardeshir Ichhaporia
(85), 384, Kapadia Bldg, Gram
Rd, 400007; January 30

Keki Rustomfi Mulla (95), 10,
Gulab, Carter Rd, Bandra,
400050; January 30

Freny Burjorji Pagdiwalla
(74), 275M, Damania Bldg,
Chikalwadi, Tardeo Rd,
400007; January 30
Kharshed Cawasfi Dolly (83),
12, Sakerbai Petit Bldg,
Murzban Clny, Gilder Lane,
400008; January 31

Katy Tehmurasp Ganjia (68),
Dubash Bldg, Kashinath St,
Tardeo, 400034; January 31
Keki Jehangirii Malaowala
(93), L9, 5. B. Bharucha
Baug, Andheri (W), 400058;
January 31

Bachmai Pallonfi Sadri (78),
12/3, Baria Bldg, Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo, 400007,
January 31

CALCUTTA

BORN

A girl o Guishan and Belhram
Bulsara, December 28, 2000

MARRIED
Meher Baiiwalla and
Debashish Das Gupia;
December 25

Khustmand Daruwala of
Bombay and Nari Buchia;
January 5, 2001

DIED

Feroze Dinshaw Bilimeria,
husband of Shelly and father of
Ratan, Meher F. Khambatta
and Pesi; December 11, 2000
Rari Shawak Konwal, sister of
Dina, late Dossabhai and
Minoo Jila; January 8, 2001

POONA

BORN

A boy, Varzaan, 1o
Dilshad and Bomi Rana;
August 22, 2000

SECUNDERABAD

DIED

Cyrus Shyavux Parel (47),
brother of Mcher Behram
Mody, Aspi and Behram;
January 24, 2001

SURAT

DIED

Rohinton (Fakir) Framyji
Ambapardiwala (47},
Village Ambapardi, Tal
Mandvi, Dist Sural;
January 3

Harmushaw Maneckshaw
fralia (85), Mota Mohallo,
Rustompura, 395002;
January 10

Kolamai Rustomji Variava
(90), Parsiwad, Village
Olpad, Dist Surat, 394540,
January 11

Shirinbai Nusserwanfi
Dasteor (94), 9, Sanaskruti
Co-op Soc, Anand Mhl Rd,
Adajan Rd; January 22

Jal Fredoan Lafa (89),
Ardeshir Kotwal Rd,
MNanpura, 395001; January 24

CORRECTION

A boy, Rustom, was born 1o
Siminda and Firdosh Bhesania
on November 21, 2000, The
date of birth was mistakenly
printed as August 7 in Par-
siana, February 2001, The er-
ror is regretted.

Compiled by Bakhtavar K. Batliwalla

With Best Compliments From
Hoshang Havewala

GEENA ENGINEERING SERVICES

Ship Repairers

Specialists in HATCH COVER REPAIRS

30, Narsu Vithoba Nakhwa Marg
Near Mazagaon Docks, Bombay 400010

Tel: 91 22 3723746/3730932 Fax: 91 22 3715395
E-mail: geena@bom3.vsnl.net.in
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IN MEMORIAM

Pardivala’s athletic arena

As physical education instructor, athlet-
ics coach, chronicler, sports administra-
tor and official, Jal Dinshaji Pardivala
stayed the course for over 50 long years.
The “grand old man of Indian athletics™
as he was known died on December 17,
2000 in Bombay atthe age of 89 follow-
ing pneumonia during the course of the
107th inter-school athletic champion-
ship being held at the University Sta-
dium, Marine Lines. As the curtain came
down on the championship, hundreds of
athletes, teachers, officials and specta-
tors observed two minutes’ silence in
memory of the mentor of aspiring ath-
letes who was president for a number of
years of the Mumbai School Sports As-
sociation (MSSA) which organizes this
annual event. Fittingly enough, noted
Pradeep Vijayakarin The Times of India
of December 19, Viraf Doomasia whom
Pardivala had trained in the decathlon
40 vears ago was the coach of the win-
ning girls’ leam, St Agnes” High School
of Byculla which included Karishma
Birdy, adjudged the best. and fastest,
girl athlete of the meet.

“It was during Pardivala’s presi-
dentship of the MSS A (earlier called the
Bombay School Sports Association) that
he along with M. Y. Siddiqui obtained
from the Government of Maharashira a
14,000 square meter (m) plot of land at
AzadMaidanin 1968 ona 30-yearlease,”
narrates Alex Vaz, MSSA president since
1993 who has worked with Pardivala for
several years. Now known as the Castrol
School Sporis Centre, itisused by alakh
of students every year for 20 different
sports and encompasses a large football
field, basketball, volleyball and
throwball courts, tennis courts and acad-
emy and a 200 m athletics track, states
Vaz. Several Parsi-established schools
hold their annual athletic meets here as
hiring the University Stadium is much
more expensive, he says, mentioning
also that it was Sir Dorabji Tata’s fore-
sight and initiative that brought into
being the MS5A in the late 1890s, mak-
ing it at age 108 the oldest school sports
association in the world!

“Pardivala was a member of the
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Hilla P. Guzder

S.N.D.T. Women's University Board of
Sports and a sports advisor for over a
decade. Hisservicesin the field of sports
at 5.N.D.T. whether it was the setting up
of a sports ground or the planning of a
sports program were indeed a success,”

Pardivala with grear grandchildren

Zian (left) and Nushad

wrote Linda Dennis, assistant director,
S.N.D.T. Women's University depart-
ment of physical education in a condo-
lence letter to Pardivala’s daughter
Mithoo Jesia, well-known social worker.
“My father lived, breathed, ate, drank
athletics. It was his life,” states Jesia,

Pardivala’s “yeoman services ren-
dered in establishing and keeping going
the All Parsis Annual Athletic and Cy-
cling Meet will ever be remembered,”
noted Nariman Mehta, president of The
Nowroze Baug Play Centre. “Pardivala,
Jalbhai or Jalpapa as he was affection-
ately known... was a friend, philosopher
and guide 1o the {Dadar Parsee Colony)
Gymkhana over the last five decades
and more, especially during the forma-
tive years,” recalled A. R. Kavarana,
president of the Gymkhana.

Known to be an authority on the finer
nuances of athletics, Pardivala's first
book, Athlerics, was published way back

in 1947 and cost all of five rupees, four
annas! [t was aimed at three types of
readers — the active athletes, sports
organizers and the general public.
Manual of Athletic Competitions (Track
and field) followed in 1955, Pardivala
was by that time a member of the Rules
and Records Commitiee, Scoring Table
Commission, International Amaleur
Athletic Federation (IAAF) and the As-
sociation of Track and Field Statsti-
cians. The book provided a mine of
information — all the rules for men and
women’s international track and field
competitions, the general rules for the
Olympic Games, comparalive charts,
graphs and sketches plus answers 1o the
various knotty problems and delicate
situationstime-Keepers, judges and other
officials face on the field during the
conduct of competitions — all this for
the princely price of two rupees!

Four years later, Indian Athletics
(1920-1959) flowed from Pardivala’s
pen, chock-a-block with facts and fig-
ures carefully compiled — from de-
tailed results of individual athletes’
achievemenis with timings in the na-
tional and Asian games, to the perfor-
mances of Indian athletes in the Olym-
piads, starting from 1920! *The official
resulis of the Games of the Second Olym-
piad — Paris, 1900 — show that one G.
M. Pritchard represented India in these
Games and secured a second place in
200 m. How he represented India is not
known,” wrote Pardivala. His compre-
hensive record book covered a gamut of
events and was illustrated with pictures
of Indian champions in action, includ-
ing legendary runner Milkha Singh. Price
of this wealth of data — three rupees, or
six shillings six pence or one dollar, post
free!

“Ours is a tragicomic country... we
will move heaven and hell to depute
some strutting official with shady ante-
cedents as the treasurer on a foreign
tour, but will not budge a bit when a
man of Jal Pardivala's dedication and
knowledge is kept away from the Olym-
pics at Mexico,” wrote Arvind Lavakare
in a two-page profile of Pardivala in



The Hlustrated Weekly of India, March
2. 1969. In 1952, Pardivala became the
first Asian to serve on the Rules and
Records Committee of the IAAF and
remained for 16 years thereafter an
elected member of that committee —
the only Indian on it.

Bringing out updated editions of his
books from time to time, Pardivala's
path breaking efforts included his Sra-
tistics and Svnopsis of the Best Indian
Track and Field Performances — an
annual compilation which he published
for 10 years between 1957-1967 till he
realized that “his single-handed endeavor
was too severe a drain on his personal
resources,” added Lavakare.

Beginning his academic life at the 1.
M. Petit Orphanage at Lalbaug, Pardi-
vala's love for athletics led him to once
run the 200 m in 23 seconds, besides
winning medals for the 100 yd sprint
and 440 yd hurdles at the All India
Athletics tournament in 1930 and 1931,
A stint at Springfield College in Massa-
chusetts, USA earned him a certificate
in physical education. Further qualifica-
tions from the Amateur Athletic Union
of America, the Loughborough Train-
ing College in Leicestershire, England
and the German Sports University, Co-
logne enhanced his specialized educa-
tion, stated the [Mustrated Weekly ar-
ticle. Marriage to Khorshed Billimoria
was solemnized in 1938 and daughier
Mithoo arrived three years later.

In 1958, Oto Mayer, the chdnﬂll{}r
of the International
Olympic Commitiee
(I0C) presented the
Chancellor’s Gold Pin
to Pardivala in recog-
nition of his promotion
of the Olympic move-
ment, stated Sporis-
week in a wrile-up on
March 23, 1969. Two
vears later, the govern-
ment of Finland chose
him as the only Indian
ever 1o be decorated
with the Sports Cross
for the part he played
during the 1952 Olym-
pic Games in Helsinki;
in 1962 the 1AAF
awarded him the Vet-
eran Pin for great service to sport. In
1969, Amold Hanson, director of the
United States Information Service in
Bombay presented Pardivala the Helms
Trophy from the Helms Athletic Foun-
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Testing time for the tug-of-war
Photo: Rustom A, Havewalla

dation which recognizes internationally
achievements in “wholesome sports,”
noted Sporisweek.

Al Sarajeve, Yugoslavia while the
1984 winter Olympics were being held,
I0C president Juan Antonio Samaranch
sent Pardivalaacable of congratulations
for the conferment of the Olympic Or-
der, a bronze medal, by the 10C in
recognition of his contribution to the
cause of the Olympics, noted a write-up
in Parsiana, March 1984,

The following year Pardivala was
honored by the Maharashtra govern-
ment with the Chhatrapati Award and in
early 2000 Vilasrao Deshmukh, Maha-
rashira chief minister, gave him the Of-
ficial of the Millennium Award at the
start of the Poona international mara-
thon, conveys atribute to Pardivala from
Capt Hormazdiar Desai who was his
classmate in school. Pardivala hadserved
as honorary secretary of the Maharashtra
State Amateur Athletic Association and
the Maharashira State Olympic Asso-
ciation, and as joinl honorary secretary
of the Amateur Athletic Federation of
India for a number of years,

Desai relates that Pardivala assisted
greatly in setting up the first ever NAB
{National Association for the Blind) —
All India Sports Council for the Blind.
He was its founder vice president and
remained so till the end. Pardivala
evolved simple norms to enable the blind,
deaf and dumb, orthopaedically handi-
mp[mi and mcnmll:, challenged Lo en-
joy hcnlthy rivalry in
compelition, He was al-
ways present at all
meets of the disabled
and guided both offi-
cials and participants,
avers Desai. For over
40 years, Pardivala was
physical training in-
structor to a number of
schools and institutions
including the Zoroas-
trian Physical Culture
League, the training
ship Dufferin and the
David Sassoon Indus-
trial School where he
served as a boxing in-
structor for some 39
years, drawing a salary
at the time of his retirement, discloses
Desai, of Rs 65 per month!

“He was an outstanding personality
and was honest, humane and a true
gentleman,” summed up well-known

consulting physician Dr Kekobad Mody,
writing about the man who had spent a
lifetime conditioning the minds and
limbs of many a lass and lad.

Pardivala is survived by his daughter
Mithoo Jimi Jesia,

Alpaiwalla’s Accountancy
Died: Kaikhushroo (Kaiki) Rustom
Alpaiwalla, 73, chartered accountant,
retired senior partner of A. F. Ferguson
and Company, trustee of several chari-
table organizations and director of com-
panies on November
6, 2000 in Indianapo-
lis, USA following
arteriosclerosis,

“Totally profes-
sional in his ap-
proach, Kaiki Alpai-
walla had a special
ability totackle diffi-
cult problems taking
into account others'
sensitivity, without
losing the opposite
party’s goodwill,” states Ashok Ma-
hindra, partner in A. F. Ferguson and
Company, reputed chartered accoun-
tants of Bombay.,

“Kaiki was the easiest person to work
with. If you entrusted him with a task
you could depend on him to carry it
through willingly,” opines Ramesh
Khanna, retired partnerof A, F. Ferguson
whose working association with Alpai-
walla spanned a period of 40 years, “He
was soft-spoken with the staff, very loyal
to his colleagues and to the firm, and
honest to the core.” Alpaiwalla passed
away suddenly while ona visittothe US
to meet his son Feroz and daughter Hira
and their familics.

Relates friend and fellow chartered
accountant Noshir M. Lam: “We usedio
live in nearby buildings at Grant Road.
We both went to Sydenham College and
often used to travel together, sitling side
by side in College as well. Even afier he
became a senior partner in Ferguson, he
was very modest and simple and went
out’of his way to give a helping hand.
When my 800-page book Comprehen-
sive Handbook for NRIs was being writ-
ten, Kaiki proffered his comments and
suggestions and even took me to lead-
ing advocate Dinesh Vyas' office and
requested him to write the foreword.
Vyas quipped, *If it's an order from
Alpaiwalla how can [ refuse!™

*“There was no flashiness about Kaiki,
no showing off, expensive suits or ex-

Alpaiwalla:
soft-spoken and
dependable
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Feroz, Hira, Kaiki and Zarin

pensive cars did not interest him,” says
Zarin, his wife of 46 years. “He was a
workaholic, taxation was his specializa-
tion, Very patient and cool, he would not
lose his temper casily. He became a
vegetarian very early in life, did not
smoke or drink.”

Alpaiwalla served as a trustee of the
Masina Hospital for over three decades
“with enthusiasm and expertise,” noted
acondolence letter from the chairman of
the Hospital, Dr R. B. M. Colah. Wrote
Prof R. K. Maody, trustee-director of the
Pawck Polytechnic Trust: "As trustee
and active member of the organizing
board... (Alpaiwalla) had been a tower
of strength to... the Patuck Technical
High School and Junior College (dur-
ing) a crucial phase of its... develop-
ment... A devout and caring family man,
a good samaritan, gentlest of gentle
souls... would be difficult to come
across.”

Chairman of the Muncherjee Now-
rojee Banajee and Cursetjee Muncherjee
Banajee Charity Trusts from 1978 till
the time of his death, Alpaiwalla’s “deep
study, leaming and experience sat lightly
upon him and in spite of being under
pressure of work whilst performing his
arduous duties as the chairman, he was
ever cheerful and ready to help,” noted
the condolence resolution.

“Kaiki's sudden death was for me a
shocking blow,” declares Vispi Dastur,
chartered accountant and president of
the Bombay Parsee Association and the
Empire of India Philatelic Society.
“Though he was my senior in age, |
worked closely with him as the auditor
of the Banajee Trusts. He also had a
love for stamps and had a good collec-
tion of the East India Company and
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Queen Victoria era
stamps,” observes
philatelist Dastur.
He was a coin col-
lector, chess and
crossword enthusi-
astas well conveys
Zarin.

BomonNovem-
ber 5, 1927 1o Teh-
mina and Rustom
Alpaiwallain Sura,
Kaiki came from a
line of lawyers. His
father was a bar-at-
law, his grandfather
".rh:m anji aleading solicitorof Bombay,
while his great-grandfather Kaikhusroo
Davar was a district sub judge of Thana,
says Zarin, After his matriculation from
Bombay's New Era School, Kaiki com-
pleted his BCom from Sydenham Col-
lege and proceeded o England. He ob-
tained a BCom degree of the London
University in 1949 from the City of
London College, she relates. He passed
the final examination of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of England and
Wales in 1950, was enrolled into the
profession and became a member of the
Institute of Chartered Accountanis of
India the following year. Joining A. F.
Ferguson and Company as an assistant
in 1951, he became a partner five vears
later and a partner in A. F. Ferguson
Associates in 1976, being elevated 1w
senior partnership in 1989 and retiring
in 1991,

A memberofthe Company Law Panel
and Taxation Advisory Committee of
the Delhi Chamber of Commerce from
1967-72 Alpaiwalla’s corporate contri-
bution was as directorfalternate director
in companies like Tata Unisys Limited,
National Peroxide Limited, lon Ex-
change (India) Limited, etc. He was also
on the local advisory board of the
Barclays Bank, ple.

Never one to tum away the needy,
Parsiorotherwise, says Zarin, Alpaiwalla
was active with NAB (National Associa-
tion for the Blind) work and was also a
trustee of the Cheshire Homes, Innoni-
nate Parsi Charities, Ardameher Charity
Trust and the Bai Soonabai Hirji Agiari
Trust. The Framji Dadabhoy Alpaiwalla
Museum collection, originally a family
entity, was handed over to the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet some years ago.

Alpaiwalla is survived by his wife
Zarin, son Feroz and daughter Hira Toos
Daruvala. H.P. G,

PICTURE PERFECT

continued from page 234

budding amateurs, Unwalla showed me
how to build up lighting...A week later
Unwalla showed me the portrait he had
made of Sam and what a beauty it was.
Unwalla’s greatness lay in teaching oth-
ers the art of photography.”

*Itis by comparison and competition
that we progress,” Unwalla had coun-
selled, “You will attain success, if only
you will persist and work for beauty
rather than praise.”

THE MESSAGE WAS UNIVERSAL
continwed from page 178

nies out of respect and reverence and
wish 1o be associated with the Zoroas-
trian community, This single step will
goa long way to restore harmony within
the community, whether it be in UK or
elsewhere.

In conclusion, who can deny that in
prayers and rituals what matters most is
heart and devotion and not just outward
forms of worship. It is no fault of non-
Zoroastrians who were not born of Zo-
roasirian parents.

All human beings are created by one
God and we all worship the same God.
The aim of all prophets has been 1o
establish a kind of Brotherhood of Man-
kind under the ‘Fatherhood of God.”
Zarathushtra wanted to establish a
*Brotherhood of Magavans® and extend
it 1o all who accepted his faith. (*Maga’
means message and “Magavan® is one
who has taken to heart Zarathushtra’s
message.)

Edited from an article first published in Infor-
mal Religicus Meelings, Bulletin, (No 6, 18-8-
1996/16-9:1998), Karachi, Pakistan.

DOONGERWADI DECISION ON...
contined from page 156

Those outraged by the decision taken
may kindly realize that by acceding toa
legitimate request, the trustees have in
actual fact acted decisively to preserve

*purtraditional system of dokhmenashini.

The system can and will come under
threat, should any aggrieved Zoroas-
trian, deprived of his rights as enshrined
in the constitution of our nation, decide
to pursue the matter legally.

We urge all individuals who hold
divergent views on this issue to think
and ponder with rationality and a cool
mind, Inother words, our fervent pleato
all sections of our community is — let
sense prevail,
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