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Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 852,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

Rethink the issue

I read your September issue with inter-
est, and was pleasantly surprised that on
two occasions (“Marrying out, staying
in” and “Paths to progress”) leading
intelleciuals of the community have
called for rethinking on the subject of
allowing the children of Zarathushti
mothers (married to non-Zarathushlti
men) into the religious fold.

It is my humble opinion that our
community mustrethink these issues. In
the Garhas, Zarathushtra constantly asks
us tostrive for Ahura Mazda's atiributes,
one of the finest being Spenta Mainyu
— the benevolent, progressive mental-
ity. He gave us a timeless, ageless reli-
gion whose fundamental principles are
as valid today as they were in his time.
Why then are we remaining stuck Lo
archaic traditions which were not even
given to us by the Prophet?

MNowhere in the Garhas (which are
the only true words of the Manthran

2 Pargana Janupary 2007

himself) has Zarmthushira advocated a
patriarchal system. He believed in abso-
lute equality of man and woman. As far
back as 3,700 years ago, he asked his
daughier Pouruchisti 1o choose her hus-
band wisely, consulting her best wis-
dom and having perfect faith in her
Vohu Mana (Vahisitoisin Gatha =Y.
53.3). There were no other criteria for
selection that he gave his daughter. The
groom could have been youngerorolder,
poorer or richer, of stately background
ara p{:ﬁ.‘iilﬂl ar '.I:I'I}' {}[t!ﬂrﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬁ arcasie or
religion. As long as the two of them
chose each other with the counsel of the
Good Mind and with the goal of living
their lives together in righteousness!

Through the Internet | have had the
opportunity to meel a lot of Zarathushtis
all over the world. It might come as a
surprise for many readers that a lot of
these Zarathushtis have converied to
our Mazdayasna faith! They have read
ourtexts, have become fascinated by the
beauty of Zarathushira's progressive and
timeless religion, have chosen 1o abide
and live by its tenets, and finally con-
verted to it by having their navjotes
done. And they are not just from UK,
USA or Australia where Parsi-Zara-
thushtis are settled. They are from coun-
tries as diverse as Sweden and even
Brazil! All of them are intelleciuals,
thinkers and scholars! For those who
may be interested, and have access to
the Internet, I would recommend read-
ing the article *Why Zarathushtrianism™"
by one such intellectual, Antonius
Karasulas at www.vohuman.org. It
seems to me that Zoroastrianism is be-
ing rediscovered in the West by all those
thinkers who cherish the ideals of free-
dom of choice, the quest for truth, equal-
ity and brotherhood of man, human rights
and safeguarding the environment. And
these are all the teachings of a man
called Zarathushtra who was light years
ahead of his time in thought, word and
deed!

I do not have any statistics. However
I am fairly certain that if some sort of
survey was conducted among young
Zarathushtis who have been brought up
in secular, post-Independence India,
most of them would opt for the equality
of allowing the children of Zarathushti
mothers (married to non-Zarathushtis)
to bring up theirchildren as Zarathushtis.
And perhaps many of them might even

advocate conversion of people who have
studied the good religion and want o
convert to it!

Our daily prayer Jasamé Avanghd
Mazela 1ells us, “Of all the religions that
have been or will be, the greatest, the
best, the loftiest and the most sublime is
the religion of Ahura Mazda, as re-
vealed by Zarathushira.” Let us carry on
the flame of Mazdayasna as Zarathushira
intended forit to be carried on. Letus not
2et bogged down in the quagmire of
archaic, outmoded thinking and tradi-
tions, or a day might soon come when
the Parsi-Zarathushti community in In-
dia (where the number of deaths are
three times the number of births as pera
study made by the Tata Institute of So-
cial Sciences, Bombay) will get extinct
and Zoroastrianism will flourish else-
where in the world!  MAHARUKH SHROFF

“Common calendar”

If one has read Dali Gundevia’s letter
{"Common calendar,” Readers® Forum,
Parsiana, September 2000) about why
our community ought to adopt only the
Fasli (Fasal) calendar as their official
religious and cultural calendar, he/she
would have understood the significance
of one uniform system.

The Fasli calendar has got great sci-
entific significance to it. Its New Year
{Mavroz) begins on March 21, the day of
the spring equinox. The New Year day
is also of great importance to those who
till the land forit is the time when spring
begins and the bitter winter days come
toan end, a time when the birds begin to
chirp and flowers carpet the land!

It is so sad that modern Zoroasirians
insist on following systems which are
not only inaccurate, but completely dif-
ferent from what our ancestors followed.

Why can’t we go back to the original
system? What makes the Shahenshahi
and Kadmi calendars better than the one
our forefathers followed? Why can’t we
Zoroastrians open our minds and accept
the fact that we are following something
that has no proper base? I thought that the
noble religion preached by Prophet
Zoroaster and Shah Jamshed was based
on “practicality and truth?" Then why not
listen to the words of the wise saints and
choose the right path? Won'tone uniform
system put an end to all the complications
and help reunite the entire Parsi-Zoroas-
trian community once again?
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It was due to this same calendar dif-
ference that so many Zoroastrians in the
past fought amongst themselves unnec-
essarily. Doesn't it feel ridiculous to
celebrate the Prophet’s birthday thrice
in a year? Or as a matter of fact, any
other religious occasion?

We have entered a new age, atime in
which we face many challenges, which
only if overcome will save our commu-
nity from extinction. It is necessary for
us to stand united and resolve all differ-
ences amongst us. Let us be as original
as possible for only originality can help
us maintain our special identity in this
world. FARZAN B. MAZDA

Dahanu

Sun for the soul
Khurshed Nagirasnee is the best for the
upliftment of the soul,
Has powerful sun energy which plays
magnetic cosmic role,
Universal approval for least pollution of
natural ¢lements,
Rays of the sun are the natural purifier
and hygienic ingredients.
Sunenergy has acontinuous circuit with
tana underground.
Has a miraculous spiritual protection
against any decay found.

Eye witness is not profound for stink
and deterioration,
Dokhmenashini is a solarium, a place
for hygienic isolation,
Natural scavengers, vultures, were
cruelly driven away,
Andnow create problem with false alarm
of stink and decay,
God's efficient plan of welfare is His
definite concern,
In Tower of Silence, bodies sleep peace
fully before disposal by sun.
Rays of the sun have effective heat 1o
dry anasars without decay,
Avoid fire by direct pinpoint
concentration on the corpse anyway.
Strengthen sun energy by some
scientific research outside the Tower,
Mo selfish controversy is beneficial,
we have 1o endeavor.
Even biochemical powder may be
effective to enhance disposal,
Evil intention to support crematorium is
an un-Zarathushtrian proposal.
NOSHIR DABOO
Ahmedsbad

“Sanctity of the dokhmas”

In matters concerning dokhmas and
dokhmenashini one sadly notices the
abundant misinformation printed, with-

out editorial comment (why s0?), in
your columns, Is Parsiana averse 1o
truth on which our eminent religion de-
pends? And should notour religion there-
fore be taught truthfully?

Let us unambiguously affirm: the
3,000-year-old system of disposal of the
dead through exposure within the
dokhmas was the best sanitary system
which could be devised by a Median
priesthood for their time and place. Thus,
even parts of inner Asia and central Iran
safely and hygienically practiced this
enclosure system of exposure to the open
skies. The expression khwarshed
nigerishnifi sums it up precisely. Our
much misquoted Vendidad devoles sev-
eral chapters to the practice and regula-
tions with sufficient details of postmor-
tem observance, the circumsiances sur-
rounding disposal of the dead, and the
cleansing procedures for the route to the
dokhma and of mortuary assistants
(today's khandias and nassessalars).
Only the latter figure in the Vendidad,

What formerly was sound traditional
practice in ancient Iran and parts of
India, and especially at the Doongerwadi
complex in Bombay, is no longer based
on safe anti-contagion considerations
but on pseudo-religious expediency.
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Underlying this is a mindless stubborn-
ness sustained by ignorance of the facts
and fear of “what so-and-so will say!”
Fears that vulres were disappearing
had been voiced since the 19505 when
these concerns were constantly aired
but never followed up. The reason then
given for the drop in number of the
carrion-eaters was nois¢ and pollution
from vastly increased traffic; another
reason, put forward plausibly for recent
times, was through some natural cause,
perhaps viral. Observant naturalists had
indicated that vulture populations were
decreasing throughout the subcontinent
with the expansion of urbanization and
fast vanishing wildlife. Naturalists have
a habitof being rightin such matters, vet
W e urgud [0 E{}ﬂﬁ.l.ll[ OVETSCIAS CX I'.N:I'[:i.
who at great expense will finish up tell-
ing us exactly the same thing!

The breeding program and some bi-
zarrely extravaganl measures o ensure
ils success is as preposterous as il is
impracticable. Vultures follow sight-
lines rather than scent (Bundahishn, Ch
24), and they do not breed properly in
captivity or semi-controlled conditions.
They are creatures of the wild.

The much-vaunted threat to fire and
earth as sacred elements, strangely ne-
glects water and completely ignores air.
From a recent Parsiana reportone learns
that some residents of nearby baugs are
frequently subjected to unpleasant wafls
from decomposing corpses in the
dokhmas. The Vendidad precautions
against pollution were formulated to
protect humanity at large, and not just
Parsis. Smells, pleasant or offensive,
both travel on air currents, and whereas
in earlier times populations and dwell-
ings were safely distanced, nowadays,
withencroachments and high-rise build-
ing developments it is simply unhy-
gienic and socially irresponsible to con-
tinue this practice in drastically changed
conditions.

To forestall howls of “reformist,” it
should be pointed out that the dokhma
system itself was a reform against the
burning or burial of corpses, and indeed
that yesterday's reformers are today's
traditionalists. Honest traditionalists will
no doubt confirm that the root dafi —
which underlics the word dokhma —
has always meant “to burn” and when
applied to its derivatives, clearly indi-
cated a long employed method of dis-
posal by cremation. The dramatic change
in perception and practice which we see
in the Vendidad was the evolution to-

& Parsana January 20071

wards a reform urged by environmental
considerations and acute concems for
living beings and their protection from
the contagion which arose from corpses.
Readers are asked to consult our priestly
“Bible™ 1o asceriain the truth for them-
selves,

One notices with despair the continu-
ing tendency of traditionalist enthusi-
asts to divulge only those parts of our
texts which suit their argument, and to
leave out or distort the rest which do not.
A serious example is the contention that
dokhmas are “sacred”: they are nothing
of the sort, and, in fact, the text unam-
biguously informs us that the places
where the enclosures are erected are
places of the greatest contagion (V1. 44-
51: on early dokhmas and the fivare-
daresva or nigerishnify; VI11,55-39; on
the filth therein and their unholy deni-
zens, and the stench emanating there-
from) — all absolutely un-sacred, for
goodness” sake! Furthermore, in re-
sponse to Zarathushira's earnest enquiry
as 1o in what (third) place on the sacred
Mazda-created earth is occasioned the
greatest misery, Ahura Mazda's un-
equivocal answer comes: yai ba paiti
Sraeshiem dakfma wzdaeza Lirveinte
yafunya naro irista nidheyeinti: U is
the place where the most dokhma enclo-
sures are erected in which deceased men
are laid down (111.9)." As though to
ensure that this fact firmly registered
with our Prophet, Ahura Mazda speci-
fies: “That man who demolishes most of
those dokhmas wherein human corpses
are deposited rejoices the earth! (T11.13).”
According to the early exchanges of
socioreligious queries and replies, such
dokhmas were tobe demolished 50 years
after their last use, and the land on which
they were constructed was to berestored
to its original condition. Those who
waver beiween attachment to our time-
honored sanitary code and claims of
eco-friendliness will indeed have some
soul-searching to do, and one hopes that
these early guidelines will figure in their
deliberations on this crucial community
issue because both emanate from the
same priestly text in which there was no
contradiction in the matter!

Bearing uppermost in mind the
Vendidad directives and warnings, we
must question the role accorded to the
nassessalars. The text is very exact on
the layoutofthe barshnum-gah orcleans-
ing-ground and the strict sequence of
lengthy purification which these corpse-
carriers must ever undergo. Again, we

stress that it was very carefully formu-
lated, and always with the object of
purification of the living after corpse-
contact, constantly the source of the
oreatest contamination.

In view of the severe disabilities in-
fMicted upon these poor functionaries
{no fire-temple visits, no commensality
with coreligionists, etc) and their fami-
lies, do we as a self-acclaimed civilized,
eco-conscious, and often pietistic people,
have 1o tolerate the maintenance in the
21st century of a Parsi Zoroasirian
underclass which we have created in our
midst? Would we turn over male mem-
bers of our families to this lowly, ex-
tremely hazardous, wretched occupa-
tion, and have them suffer the indigni-
ties which these poor folk have to en-
dure?

There remains the all-important sub-
jectof the souls of the departed. Among
the most movingly beautiful Avestic
texts is our Hadhokln Nask: it depicls
the earthly condition of the disembod-
ied soul which sits by the head of the
deceased for three whole daysand nights
chanting the Gathas. On the dawn of the
fourth day it sets out on its perilous
journey to meel with its Daena before
being led o its ultimate destination. Al-
tentive readers on the subcontinent will
know that the body is removed within
hours 1o the dokhmas. The question
arises: where now is the deceased s soul?
Certainly this unperishable spiritual
counterpart of a once pious Zoroastrian
cannot inhabit an area of utmost physi-
cal corruption. What honest spiritual
solace can the priests truly give to the
bereaved? And why should a priest
whose duty it is to comfort the living
hold back just because the remains have
been committed to the flames of a cre-
matorium or o the grave in a burial
ground? s it not a dereliction of duty on
the part of a Mazdayasnian Zoroastrian
priest, justified on the feeble ground that
it is the elements which have to be pro-
tected and not the mourning family from
the affliction of grief? Zoroastrianism
has always been Spenta, salutary and
life-enhancing. May it be so through the
wisdom, not obfuscation, of our beauti-
ful age-old faith! FARROKH VAJIFDAR

London. UK

Perhaps very few in the Parsi commu-
nity know that there are certain species
of vulures like the griffon who were
responsible for the disposal of the dead,
and no other species of smaller birds
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would even touch the dead body. Also
certain species known as andian con-
dors who build their nests only in tama-
rind and palm trees are now almost ex-
tinct. England had a similar problem of
shortage of birds like the vultures be-
cause extensive use of insecticides and
viral diseases in British homes and fields
and forests led to the disappearance of
these species and a sudden increase of
the American grey squirrels with a sub-
stantial decline in other species of red
squirrels within a few years.

Itis believed that birds of prey do not
o near corpses which have been af-
flicted by incurable disenses like AIDS,
cancer, elc. Whether this is true or false
has o be verified. The proposed scheme
of creating an aviary for vultures will be
a most expensive proposition for the
Punchayet, difficult to maintain in the
long run.

Qur Zoroastrian ancestors who were
residing in Bombay possessed real fore-
sight, building Towers of Silence al
Kemp's Corner and also one at Andheri
(Salsette). The structure at Andheri was
closed down 15 years ago after which
was built the Salsette housing colony for
Parsis. At this stage, if the community
had Towers of Silence in two localities
it would ease the pressure in many ways.

DINSHAW NATERWALLA

Excellence recognition

In my dictionary, success is defined as
“to take the place of,” “1o obtain one’s
wish,” “to end with advantage,” “the
prosperous termination of anything at-
tempted.” Most of those who climb 1o
the tops of hierarchical ladders succeed
in these meanings. In the course of ca-
reers they “lake the place of others,”
they obtain “their wishes,” they “end
with advantage,” they “prosper till ter-
mination.” They may sit in kursis of
distinction and importance at the end of
along haul. But, where is the excellence
in the person himsell and his work be-
yond these? One may even be an Excel-
lency without being excellent in any
field.

The same dictionary defines excel-
lence as “surpassing others in some good
quality or greal virtue or worth.” The
implication here is that it must be intrin-
sic to the person and his very meritori-
ous performance in any field of human
activity, withinor withoul organizations,
with or without official titles. For ex-
ample, Octavio Paz may have been an
Excellency when he was Mexico's am-
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bassador to India; but his excellence
was as a poel. Alternatively, one may be
what the media regards as the most pow-
erful man in the world, the President of
USA, but no one would suspect most of
them excelled in any field beyond poli-
lics.

When it comes 1o our Parsi/Zoroas-
trian community, do our standards for
excellence have to be low, or confused
with success or holding a distinguished
post? It amazes one to see “qualifica-
tions” as one of the first criteria for
excellence awards, Shakespeare was no
DLitin literature, but who questions his
preeminence as a playwright? Magbool
Hussain, one of India’s top artists, inter-
nationally recognized, never went 1o an
art school; but, in the eyes of art critics
he excels. The early Wadias, who built
ships and Jamsetji Tata never had quali-
fications in shipbuilding or stecl-mak-
ing. So qualification may be an organi-
zational need, not a criterion of excel-
lence in working life.

Al a time when other communities
are taking the lead in “sunrise’ fields of
the future, in information technology,
biotechnology and molecular science,
in space engineering, in non-conven-
tional energies of the future; where are
Parsi Zoroasirian names in these, either
in the Federation's lists, or the Univer-
sity of Bombay's Contributions of the
Parsi community 1o India, 1920-2000,
or that of the World Zoroastrian Con-
gress Excellence Awards? We may have
had excellence in the pastin quite a few
fields, but where are the lights of excel-
lence of the future?

Could we give excellence seeking a
rethink in the cultivation of excellence,
besides awards? And could we give com-
munity recognition o well-deserving
persons, who may not have excellence
in any feld, nor reach the top rung of
organizational ladders? 1 refer 1o those
who have and are making solid, sus-
tained social welfare contributions to
the community. This calegory may be
termed devotion o social welfare.

ASPI . MODDIE

No Parsion Crorepatishow
The TV quiz show “Kaun Banega
Crorepati (KBC),” anchored by cinestar
Amitabh Bachchan, is a popular pro-
gram introduced by the Star Plus chan-
nel. This show tests your general knowl-
edge. If you are intelligent and well-
read, chances are that you may win the
Jackpot of one crore rupees.

It is more than four months since
KBC was inaugurated on July 3, 2000.
Those of your readers who watch this
show carefully and regularly would have
noticed that not a single Parsi, man or
woman, boy or girl has reached the *hot

zat” opposite Bachchan.

What is the reason for the absence of
any Parsi candidate on the show? Just as
in the KBC show where the contestant
has to choose the right answer from the
four options given, readers can choose
any one of the following four options
given:

*He orshe is not interested in getting one
crore rupees or [ractions thereof’

*He is 100 shy to appear on the show;
*He is too lazy even to complete the
preliminary test to qualify to be a par-
ticipant;

*He would not allow his egoto be hurt if
a wrong answer is given to a simple
question. BHIKHAJ M. ADENWALLA

Indian MPs in Britain
India is justly proud of her stars who
have shone in differemt fields such as
seience, arts, politics, economics, sports
and lately in the beauty contests.

In British politics and public life three
Indians have made their mark, and by
coincidence all the three belonged to the
tiny Parsi community. Dr Dadabhai
Naoroji, Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggree
and Shapurji Saklatvala all entered the
British Parliament as elected members.

They were all Bombay born but the
three had different political philosophies.
Naoroji was a liberal, Bhownaggree, a
conservative and Saklatvala waselected
on a Labour ticket, being a convinced
communist.

Naoroji was born in 1825 and wentto
London when he was about 30 1o join
the business firm of the Cama family.

He won the seat in the British Parlia-
ment in 1892 with a wafer thin majority
of five. AsTuck would have it, this figure
emerged afterarecount. We have known
him as the founding father of the Indian
MNational Congress and the first Indian 1o
be appointed to the Royal Commission
on Indian Expenditure. Inhis first speech
in the Parliament he said neither his
election nor his age of 67 had in the
slightest dimmed his progressive in-
stincls.

The purpose for which he sought
election to the British Parliament can
best be described in his own words in his
maiden speech: “l have not the least
doubt that though our progress may be
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{ From left) Naoroji, Bhownaggree,
Saklarvala: in the House of Commons

slow, and we may at limes meet with
disappointments, if we persevere, what-
ever justice we ask for we shall ger.”

During the last few years of his life he
lived in quiet retirement at Versova, a
beach resort about 15 miles from
Bombay, where he once received an
unusual visitor, Lord Willingdon, the
then Governor of Bombay. Till the last,
he was in full possession of all his facul-
ties, full of ideas for the advancement of
his country and his countrymen. The
great simplicity and purity of his life
continued o inspire the generation which
came after him and hopefully will con-
linue to inspire the generations yel un-
born.

Bhownaggree walked the corridors
of the British Parliament for more than
10 years, the longest among the three
Indian MPs.

Born in 1851, he went to England at
the age of 30 to qualify as a barrister,
which he did in 1885.

He was a man of unflinching convic-
tions, firm of purpose and reliable in
judgment. His stamina was remarkable.

His punctiliousness and seeming tire-
lessness, his self-imposed discipline,
exemplary and contagious, were the very
essence of his remarkable personality.
He impressed the House by the vigor
and eloguence of his speeches on sub-
jects touching India and the people of
his country. He was the author of a
booklet The Verdict of India, designed
to counter the German propaganda inju-
rious to the then British rule of India.

More significantly he was the first
amongst the Indians to press forward the
need to raise the educational standards
of women, to be brought on par with
men.

Bom in 1874 Saklatvala’s mother
was the sister of J. N. Tata, the founder
of the Tata Iron and Steel Works.

After preliminary education in
Bombay he moved to England to study
law, and became a member of Lincoln’s
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Inn, London. Saklat-
vala was twice elec-
ted to the British Par-
liament. Firstin 1922
he wonon the Labour
ticket but he lost his
sealinlaterelections.
In 1924 he contested
again as a commu-
nist and won by about
540 votes.

In 1925 he was appointed a member
of an inter parliamentary delegation
which was scheduled to visit USA but
he was refused a visa on the ground that
the USA did not want revolutionaries in
their country. This created a stir in En-
gland in those days.

Saklatvala was jailed for two months
for a speech he made in Hyde Park,
London.

The following year the prodigal son
returned to India and his permit to re-
enter UK was cancelled, at the instance
of none other than the government of
India.

He was a very strong critic of the
Indian MNational Congress and being a
fiery figure he strongly opposed the
British rule in India too.

He was married to an English lady
and had three sons and two daughters
who were initiated into the Zoroastrian
religion for which he fell foul of the
Communist party. JASHWANT P. THACKER

As others see us
Stefan Hasselblad, an American of Ger-
man-Swedish descent, digs enthusiasti-
cally into his dhansak and kebabs and
answers easily to the name of “Soli.”
Another recent convert? Mot really. But
Stefan is certainly yet one more admirer
of the Zoroastrian religion and Parsi
culture,

From Oregon, USA, Stefan has come
1o Nagpur, India, as part of
the Rotary International
youth exchange program,
While India, as a country,
was his first choice, having
Annu and Shiraz Doongaji
as foster parents was “notin
my hands but I am so glad it
was them,” said 17-year-old
Stefan staying in the large
Doongaji houschold, with
grandma, mum and dad,
three sons around his own
age, cousins and friends who are con-
stantly in and out of the house, and
ducks and dogs to add to the confusion!

Hasselblad (left) and
Zubin Amroliwalla

“Quite a change from being an only
child and having my father away from
home for long spells.”

His father is part of a non-govern-
mental social service agency that helps
setup health care systems in Third World
countries. Stefan has traveled extensively
with his parents, spending as long as two
years in Sudan and two years in Indone-
sia. Interestingly, Stefan’s father was
born in Assam and lived in India for the
first 16 years of his life. Stefan’s grand-
father worked with lepers in Assam,
Caring for the less fortunate seems to be
a way of life for the Hasselblad family.
Stefan's mother is a nurse. “My dad
didn't pressure me,” said Stefan, “bu
suggesied that India would be a good
place to go to.”

Had he heard of Parsis or Zoroastri-
ans before coming to India? “I had heard
of Zorcastrianism and knew that the
religion had something to do with fire
but that was about all,” Stefan replied
candidly having “learnt a lot more since,
living with a Parsi family and being
involved with the community.”

What impresses Stefan about Zoro-
astrianism is that itis uncomplicated and
open, giving its followers a freedom of
choice. There are no sirict taboos as
found in other Indian religions or threats
of eternal hell and damnation as held out
in Christianity. "It seems simple enough
to live one's life, trying to adhere to
good thoughts, good words and good
deeds. The Doongaji family whom I
stay with come close to practicing these
precepts.”

During the agiary salgirah celebra-
tions held in Magpur recently, Stefan
took an active part in all the programs
along with his host family. It gave him
an opportunity to know the community
al close quarters. He likes the liberal and
less orthodox lifestyle (as compared 1o
other Indian communi-
ties) and loves Parsi food.
Al the same tme he ap-
preciates and endorses the
fact that not everyone can
walk into an agiary, that
conversions are not pos-
sible and that marrying
outside the community is
frowned upon. “You need
these measures lo pre-
serve your unique iden-
tity," says Stefan.

Stefan himselfis a Protestant belong-
ing to the Presbyterian Church but he is

continued on page 61



Your Rupee’s Worth

Value of the Indian rupee per unit of foreign currency
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Events and
Personalities

Time capsule in Sanjan
The Sanjan Day celebrations which have
become an annual event were made
memorable this year when a “time cap-
sule was embedded adjacent to the
Stambh (Memorial Column)at Sanjan,”
on November 20, 2000, notes a press
release issued by Godrej Dotivela, pub-
lic relations officer of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayel
(BPP). “It is in the fitness of
things that the historic evenl
ook place at Sanjan where the
Parsis established their first
selttlement when they migrated
from [ran 1,370 years ago,” he
adds. The purpose of this en-
deavor was "to retain Parsi/
Zoroastrian culture, religion
and artifacts for posterity,”
mentioned Rohintan Davier- '
vala, president of
the Sanjan Memo-
rial Column Local
Commillee,
Commissioned
by the BPP trustees
and [abricated by
the House of
Godrej, the time
capsule contained
replicas and miniatures of artifacts sym-
bolizing Parsi heritage and culture. In
written form were the Zoroastrian scrip-
tures, the Shah Nameh, historical records
and trust deed of the BPP, and Parsi
newspapers; in pictorial form, there were
photos of Parsi saints, atash behrams,
agiaries, dharamshalas, and a replica of
the farman ftom emperors Akbar and
Jehangir. The traditional attire worn for
festivities, apriest’s robe, items included
in a sés, objects used for funeral and
other religious ceremonies, a copper
seroll giving the contents of the capsulg,
the Godrej logo and a set of locks made
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by Godrej and Boyce Manufacturing
Company Limitedare all accommodated
in the lime capsule,

The other firsts on the occasion, as
observed Daviervala, was the attendance
of all seven BPP trustees and the cover-
age the event received on three televi-
sion channels: Alfa Gujaran, Doordar-

Daviervala
{standing) and
Dastur: (below,
Sront left) Guzder,
Engineer,
Dinshaw Mehra
and Dinshaw
Tamboly with
e capsule

shan Metro (Subah Aaj Tak) and Zee
News (Beyond Headlines).

The lunction started with a jashan
ceremony performed by Ervad Khushroo
Kaikobadji in conjunction with other
priests from Udvada, Sanjan, Nargol
and Saronda. Chief guest Eruch Desai,
former BPP chairman, complimented
the organizers and the BPP team for
conceiving the idea of a lime capsule
and emphasized the importance of
prayers and the need to encourage and
promote our priests and scholars,

BPP trusiee Rustom Tirandaz was
appreciative of the religiosity and prety
of the poor and middle-class Zoroastri-
ans when the rich had become modern
and cosmopolitan. He remarked that a
larger community of Red Indi-
ans could not survive, but the
Zoroastrians have because of
their faith in religion.

How happy he would be il
the Zoroastrian population was
50,00,000 instecad of TO000,
noted BPP chairman Jamshed
Guzder, appreciating the rising
attendance at the Sanjan Day
celebrations whilst promising
an annual donation of one lakh
rupees Lo the organizers.

The other speakers on the
occasionwere BPPrustee Dadi
Engineer, BPP chief executive
Behram Dastur, Sural Parsi
Panchayat president, Dr Sam
Bhacea, Ervad Aspandiar
Dadachanji of Bombay's
Vachaghandhy Agiary. Com-
mittee member Dosabhai Oliaji
thanked the donors, especially
Guzder, Bhacca, Sohrab
Katpitia, Meherbai Katpitia,
Wadi Bunder Guhambhar
Fund, Parsi Dairy Farm and
Phiroze Sethna for sponsoring
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the community lunch, buttermilk and
cold drinks that were freely distributed
on the occasion.

Hopefuls for HeartMeet
Nearly 150 marriageable Zoroastrians
from India and overseas are expected to
participate in the first ever HeartMeet -
2001 1o be organized by the Baroda
United Zoroastrian Youth (BUZY ) from
April 7-8, 2001. “A common forum will
be provided to the youth for one-to-one
interaction which may act as a catalyst
for inducing matrimony,” notes their
statement of purpose clarifying that the
Meet would create “a conducive envi-
ronment for matrimony rather than ar-
ranging a conventional matchmaking
meet.”

Addressing the problem of the de-
clining strength of the community al-
tributed to late marriages, marriages
outside the community, preference for
small-sized families, HeartMeet hopes
lo provide the delegates the opportunity
“of a formal as well as informal interac-
tion." Further, expert consultants present
at the Meet will be available for guid-
ance to the delegates. “The success of
the Meet lies more in the...firsthand in-

teraction of the youth with each other
rather than animated matchmaking pro-
cesses,” believe the organizers, a spe-
cially constituted working commitice
functioning under chief coordinator
Homiyar Anklesaria.

Those interested in participating in
the Meet are required to fill out a regis-
tration form giving personal details of
themselves and their immediate family
whilst specifying the attribules they are
secking in a prospective spouse, Since
the delegates are only required to pay a
nominal registration fee for the three-
day Meet, the orgamzers who will bear
the total costs are soliciting funds to
finance the venture this year and keep it
running on a regular basis. Donations
supporting this cause may be sent in
favor of the “Baroda United Zoroastrian
Youth™ at Clo Parsi Panchayat Office,
B. N. Seerval Dharamshala, Hirabaug,
Fatehgunj P.O., Vadodara 390002. En-
quiries can be made at their website:
www.buzy.org ore-mail: contact @buzy.

org

Formed in 1993, BUZY was ini-
tizlly conceived as a youth league of the
Vadodara Parsi Panchayat to “inculcate
a spirit of Zoroastrianism in the Zoroas-

trian youth of Baroda.” In 1997 it was
institutionalized as a charitable trust reg-
istered with the office of the Assistani
Charity Commissioner and has since
taken upon itsell the responsibility of
organizing cultural, social and sports
events, after gaining experience of host-
ing the XI All India Zoroastrian Youth
Seminar,

The organizers of HeartMeet have
been fortified with the words of encour-
agement from some of the leading mem-
bers of the community which have been
publicized in their promotional litera-
ture, A positive effort has to be made 1o
gel...members of our community
together...BUZY has taken the lead and
1 do hope that their endeavor meets with
success,  wrote Dr Jamshed Irani, man-
aging director of Tata Steel. “This project
needs full support and wide publicity,”
stated Lt Gen (Retd) Adi Sethna, presi-
dent of the Delhi Parsi Anjuman, add-
ing, “Their sound preparations, making
full use of existing data banks, will bring
best results.” The chairman of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet Jamshed
Guzder opined, “The object of the Meet
is wonderful — to keep our children
within our fold and thereby retain our
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religion, beliefs and culture intact.” Co-
trustee Dinshaw Tamboly noted,
“HeartMeet is yet one more example of
the initiative of our youth in preserving
our community.”

Katgara Wing at Masina
The centenary of Jeena and Company,
among the top three freight forwarders
in India, was observed with the inaugu-
ration of the Katgara Wing at Bombay's
Masina Hospital on November 7, 2000
{the birth anniversary ofthe late Nariman
1. Katgara). “Instead of spending a large
amount in wining, dining and gifting
ourcustomers, principals and well-wish-
ers, we felt that this would be a more
effective and useful gesture to society,”
remarked the company's senior partner
Adi J. Katgara,

The tie-up with Masina Hospital will
result in the renovation and equipment
of 10,000 sq ftof space on the third Moor
of one of the Hospital buildings, notes a
press release issued by Meher Bhandara,
I':T,f.."l'lcl';ll MAanager, l.:t'llrj‘.llfll':lli..' Ct!'ll'l]'l'tlll'l.i-
cations. The Katgara Wing will house
two general wards, a maternity ward and
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Katgara family ai
the incuguration of
the Katgara Wing
cnd (alongside)
Jamshed Guzder
doing the honors

15 deluxe/semi deluxe
rooms, making a total
of 30 beds. Jeena and
Company will provide
acorpusamount which
will be invested by the
Hospital trust and the interest earned
therefrom will be utilized to maintain
the Wing on a permanent basis. The
Hospital has in return agreed to provide
medical treatment facilities o all em-
ployees of Jeena and Company. whether
based in Bombay or elsewhere, adds the
release.

The Katgara family, owners of Jeena
and Company, felt the new Katgara Wing
would help “increase their contribution
o society,” according to the press
communiqué. The main objectives of
the Katgara Foundation, formed in 1981
as a public charitable trust, are to pro-
vide medical assistance, education sub-
sidies and help 1o the deserving. The
Foundation has builtup a corpus of over
Rs 1.5 crores and has assisted more than
1.500 people over the years, mentions
the press release.

One of the parent companies of Travel
Corporation (India) Limited, Jeena and
Company, presently managed by the
fourth generation of Kalgaras, has a
workforce of 700 professionals at 23
officesin 10¢ities, notes an introduction
to the firm.

Rising Sun for Shroff

The Orderof the Rising Sun, Gold Rays
with Neck Ribbon, the highest award
that the Japanese government gives (o a
civilian, was conferred on eminent man-
agement expert and economist Minoo
Shroffon December 13, 2000by Japan’s
consul-general Yuzuki Kaku. This dis-
tinction was conferred on Shroff in rec-
ognition of "his outstanding contribu-
tion to the promotion of business and
friendship between India and Japan,”
notes a press release. Honored with this
distinction, Shroff told the Afrerncon
Desparch and Courier of December 4,
2000 that he viewed it as “a gesture that
makes me feel very grateful, more s0
probably because [ am the only profes-
sional in the country to be (s0) hon-
ored...”

Invited 1o Japan as a business leader
by the Government of Japan in 1981,
Shroff has continued to retain his ties
with that country having visited it at
least 20 times. He was president of the
Economic Cooperation Council of the
Indo Japanese Association between 1981
and 1986, and took over as president of
the Association in 1986. During the six
years he served as president, he changed
the scope of this hitherto cullural orga-
nization focussing on bonsai and ikebana
to a more comprehensive body by intro-
ducing trade and commerce, economics
and finance. "Culturally we are doing
well, but India economically has not
developed as fast as Japan has. There is
a lot of difference between promise and
performance,” Shroff who also helped
build relationships between Japan and
the Middle East was quoted in the Afier-
noon. Known to have authored many
publications on Indo Japanese relations
Shroff has addressed several groups in
India and Japan to promote economic
collaboration between the 1wo coun-
tries.

A strong advocale of market
economy, 7 1-year-old ShrofTis currently
the president of the Forum of Free En-
terprise, chairman of the Leslie Sawhny
Programme of Training for Democracy
and senior trustee of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet. Whilst appreciating some of
the recent reforms initiated in the Indian
economy, in an interview with the Mid-
Day of November 15, Shroff opined that
the Indian economy will have to grow at
a rate of around 10 percent annually if
the country plans 1o achieve any sub-
stantial growth in per capita income.

A Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
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Management Accountants, London, the
Institute of Cost and Works Accoun-
tants, India and the Institute of Direc-
tors, London, Shroff has been past presi-
dent of the Bombay Management Asso-
ciation and The All India Manufacturers
Organisation. He is presently vice chair-
man of Raymond Limited and group
companies and concurrently serves as
chairman/director of several other com-
panies.

Mantralaya’s new officer

Having passed the Administrative Ser-
vice examinations of the Maharashira
Public Service Com-
mission at the first
attempt this year,
Alice Kersi Pastakia
has been designated
as section officer at
Bombay's Mantra-
laya. notes a press re-

lease. She is report-  Pastakia:
edly the first Parsi to  administraiive
earn this distinction.  distincrion

Pastakia was for-
tunate to have for her guide Dr Nawaz
Mody, head of the depariment of civics
and politics, University of Mumbai. She
also benefitted from the expert training
and coaching provided by the Univer-
sity Grants Commission coaching cen-
ter for minority women recently setup at
the University. To clear this examina-
tion she was required 1o appear in six
written papers: two in general studies,
compulsory English, compulsory
Marathi and two optional subjects of
one’s choice. Fluency in Marathi, writ-
ten as well as oral, is most essential,
realized Pastakia who after passing her
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writlen examina-
tion had 10 face a
gruelling inter-
view conducted by
a panel of experts,
relates the write-
up.

Currently pur-
suing her MA at
the department of
civics and politics,
Pastakia had done
her postgraduation
diploma course in
human rights when
she submitted a
dissertation on “The role of the Indian
Armed Forces and the question of hu-
man rights in the Valley — a balanced
perspective.”

Besides academic brilliance, Pastakia
has retained her imerest in allied activi-
ties, winning the Ruia Alumni Associa-
tion Award for proficiency in curricular
and co-curricular activities during her
graduation days. She had then also ex-
celled as the best cadet in the combined
annugl training camp conducted by the
National Cadet Corps and was subse-
quently selected for the Indo-Bangladesh
Youth Exchange Programme, mentions
the write-up.

Kaiwan’s heroic feat

When 10-year-old Kaiwan Aspi Pan-
thaki fobbed off an armed burglar who
attempted to break into his fourth floor
11at at Dhobitalao in Bombay, he made
tront page news in the Mid-Day of Sep-
winber 29, 2000.

Happily playing by himselfonaswing
at 10.15 p.m.onSeptember 2 1, while his
mother Pervinand grandparents were in
their room, Kaiwan realized that their
from door was being forced open. The
sneak thief was halfway through the
door when Kaiwan,
commanding all the
strength at his dis-
posal, rushed to push
the door shut
Cullgh[ UNawgres,
the housebreaky:
was trapped belwecn

the doorand the wall  Keadwan
but before retreating  Nanthaki: young
he managed o re- braveheart

move “a long knife
from somewhere and slashed my thigh,”
Kaiwan reported 1o the Mid-Day.

The 11 stitches on his thigh bear
testimony to the heroic feat of this fifth

standard student of the Byramjee
Jeejeebhoy Parsi Charitable Institution
whoclaimed that he derived his courage
from Hindi movies. Although pleased
with his performance and the adulation
he has been receiving in the Press, [rom
family, friends at school and neighbors
al Aidun Building where he resides,
Kaiwan admitted that initially he “could
not even think of shouting,” to alert his
family. My voice was choked. There
were no words coming out from my
mouth,” he recalled.

When Kaiwan was Ninally able to
summon help from his mother, she was
shocked to hear his story. He was rushed
10 the Azad Maidan police station where
they lodged a First Information Report
after which he was taken to the G. T.
Hospital for treatment, it was reportedin
Mid-Day. Both his parents work for the
Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi.

Done to death

The murder of 48-year-old Ruinton Rusi
Satha which came to light in November
2000 had been causing the community,
especially the residents of Cusrow Baug,
considerable anguish. But while the po-
lice were reportedly able (o nab the
culprit, alleged to be the carpenter work-
ing at Satha’s residence, they are yet on
the lookout for the domestic servant
who is believed to be behind the murder
of 82-yvear-old Dr Mani Jamshed Tata
who lived at Ratan Manor in Dadar
(East). She was found murdered on De-
cember 8 while her son Pervez was
AWy at 'l.'-'urk.

Satha’s body with wounds on the head
and chest was found lying on the floor on
MNovember | at his F-23, third floor flat al
Cusrow Baug. The assailant had slit his
throat, stated The Times of India of No-
vember 8. When his neighbor noticed that
Mower garlands remained uncollected at
Satha's door, she alerted the chairman of
the security committee Behram Khajotia
who along with some others forced the
door open. The police found a piece of
paper with a name and pager number in
Satha's flat, according 1o the news report
i the Mid-Day of November 8. The num-
ber belonged to Roshanali Noor
Mohammad, who when questioned, re-
portedly told the police that his brother
had been doing carpentry work in Satha’s
house. The police team, added the news-
paper, took Roshanali to Lucknow to
arrest the accused.

Formerly an article clerk with a
solicitor’s firm in Bombay, Satha who



Before your child

is ready for the road—

for school,

for riding buses,

show him how to

watch out

for traffic;

most pedestrian casualties
on the road are children.
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Raju is so late...too late ?

Please teach your child
the pedestrian safety code

The rules are simple:

= Walk on the footpath; if you have to walk on
the road,walk facing oncoming traffic and
keep to the edge of the road.

* While crossing the road, use the zebra crossing
wherever available, Whether there is a zebra crossing
or not, always praclise the 5-point “kerb-drill- *Stop
at the kerb *Look to your right * Look to your left * Look
to your right again * Walk straight across the
road if no approaching vehicle is nearby, don't run.

« [f there is a pedestrian trafffic signal, cbey
it; cross the road only when the Green- Man is on.

* Wherever subways or foot overbridges are
available, use them for crossing the road.

+ Never cross the road at a blind curve or
from behind parked vehicles.

* While alighting from a bus, always check for
speeding vehicles coming from your left.

Watch out - traffic can be cruel !

Loss Prevention Association of India Ltd.
Warden House, Sir P M. Road, Mumbai - 400 001.

Issued in the interest of road safety
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lived alone in Bombay had for a while
been employed in Dubai, his neighbor
was quoted in Mid-Day. Living a com-
fortable life thereafier, he used to spend
his summers in Geneva with his brother
and vsed 1o give 1o charities 100,

Cusrow Baug has 15 securnity guards
working in three shifts,” Khajotia told
the Times and they have identity cards
issued to domestic workers, bread and
milk vendors. “Residents are also re-
sponsible to some extent. They should
not discuss personal and money matters
in {ront of domestic workers and strang-
ers,” reminded Khajotia.

In the case of Tata’s murder too, the
police suspect the involvement of her
recently employed servant Manoj who
has been absconding since the day of the
incident, it was mentioned in the Times
of December 9. As reported in the After-
noon Despatch and Counrier of Decem-
ber 9, Tata's body bore at least six stab
wounds on her chest and abdomen. The
attack is believed to have taken place
between 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. since the
blood on the floor had coagulated when
the police reached the spotinthe évening.
The knife used in the crime was lying
near the body.

The incident is believed 10 have oc-
curred after her son Pervez, who is gen-
eral managerof Godrej and Boyce Manu-
facturing Company Limited, had left for
work. The mobile phone as well as the
diary in which his mother had kept the
address and photograph of the servant
from Bihar were found missing. Since
neither the jewelry on her person nor
other valuables from the house were
[ound missing, the motive for the mur-
der had yet 1o be ascertained. The neigh-
bors reporied to the police that they had
overheard a quarrel between Tata and
the servant the previous night.

Since Tata is the ninth senior citizen
to be murdered in Bombay during the
year, the police once again reiterated the
need to verify the eredentials of domes-
tic servanis before employing them.
Themy Aga, president of the Senior
Citizens Association of Five Gardens,
Dadar, Wadalaand Matunga was quoted
inthe Times of December 11, *There are
about 630 elderly members in our Asso-
ciation. A majority of them have not
checked the bonafides of their domestic
workers ull dage.”

Compiled by Parinae M. Gandhi
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Sunday closed
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Australasian Federation
The Zarathushtrian Association of New
Zealand (ZANZ), the Zoroastrian Asso-
ciation of Victoria (ZAV) and the Aus-
tralian Zoroastrian Association (AZA)
of New South Wales have joined to-
gether as the founding members of the
Federation of Zoroastrian Associations
of Australasia, as per their website
www.geocitics.com/fezaa |

With three representatives fromeach
association on the committee, the ad-
ministrative responsibilitics seem to have
been absorbed by AZA for now: AZA’s
MoshirSachinwallachairs the body while
Sam Kerr and Purvez Kolsawalla hold
office as secretary and treasurer respec-
tively.

Zarir Choksy, Darius Mistry and
Rustom Dubash represent ZANZ while
Jimmy Jamasji, Mavroz Narielvala and
Hormuz Vazifdar are the ZAV nomi-
nees on the board,

The website has been created by
Vazifdar of Melbourne as per an e-muail
message from Kerr.

Titan in the making

Classics professor at the University of
Southern California Phiroze Vasunia's
maiden screenplay, Titan, co-scripted
with documentary lilmmaker Michelle
Taghioff, has been purchased by the
first Hollywood production company
that had a chance
to read it, stales
Michel Pous wril-
ing infndia-West.

Titan is based
on the Greek
myth of Perseus,
the hero who
battles the snake-
headed Medusa
and the Kraken
monster 1o save
Princess Andro-
meda and her father’s kingdom and, in
the process, finds himself.

Poiisquotes Kinowelt USA co-chair-
man Chris Sievernich who has described
Titan as a "a timeless, heroic tale that is
ripe for a big screen adaptation. The
opportunity to tell this story employing
today’s digital effects technology is ex-
tremely exciting.” Budgeted atover 3120
million, the film is expected to be a “fast
track™ production by Propaganda Films

Vasunia: scripting
SHCCESS
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and Kinowelt USA.

Both Bombay born,
3d-vear-old Vasunia is
the son of Bombay the-
ater veteran Hosi Vasu-
nia and his wife Dinoo
while Taghioff"s father
Moses isaneurosurgeon
in the USA and mother
MNahisa, an artst and an
dclress,

Vasunia studied en-
gineering at the Univer-
sity of Bombay before
he quit 1o major in clas-
sics, carning his doctor-
ate from Stanford University in 1996.

The duo began by tightly structuring
their story. Then, setting aside a few
hours, four days a week, three months
later they completed their first — and
only — draft, writes Potts. The com-
pleted script handed over to brother and
entertainment lawyer David Taghioff
who had initiated the idea, the authors
took off — TaghiofT to Turkey to work
on her documentary and Vasunia for a
family visit to India. What to them was
a literary exercise was over and both
were agreeably surprised to learn that
they had hit the jackpot, as Taghioff
indicated to Potis.

Their next project is a historical epic
and, maybe 10 years hence, a film setin
India. Vasunia has also written the soon-
to-be-released The Gift of the Nile, a
book on Greek perceptions of Egypt in
the fourth and fifth centuries BC, and is
currently completing a project on Greek
and Latinsources concerning Zoroastria-
nism for the K. R. Cama Oriental Insti-
tute, states the University website usc.edu

Zoros at the Olympics

Two Zoroastrians taking part in the
Sydney Olympics were Beghzad and
Freeya Bana, writes Kersi Meher-Homji
in the Sydney monthly The fndian Down
Under (October-November 2000).
Beghzad was one of the few schoolboys,
selected from thousands, to escorn offi-
cial Olympic torchbearers on Septem-
ber 15, 2000, perhaps the only Zoroas-
trian ever to do so. Beghzad's stretch of
1.6 km was along the Wakehurst Park-
way in Sydney. Freeya participated in
the closing ceremony at the main Clym-
pic Stadium, in the item called Island

Beghzad fabove
left) and

Freeva Bana
{alongside):
Olympic
participation

Home, notes Meher-Homji.

The children of Nauzer Bana, former
president of the Australian Zoroastrian
Association (AZA)of New South Wales,
and his social worker wife Amaz, 17-
year-old Beghzad as well as his younger
brother Homeher are navars. Beghzad,
who completed high school this year
winning the best all-rounder gold medal,
a sports trophy and an award for maths,
is planning a career in business, wriles
Ruby Lilaowala in the Jam-e-Jamshed
Weekly, October 15, 2000,

Tennis pro Engineer

Zubin Engineer, managing director of
the Bangkok based Zubin Sport Online
Company Limited, may be the only Parsi
professional tennis coach as per the pro-
file submitted by his father Dorabji En-
gineer of Poona. The Company, with a
registered capital of two million baht, is
involved in developing national teams
and training Asian players for interna-
tional events.

Working in close association with
Thai national coach Paul Dale of New
Zealand, Engineer has trained the Thai
national team for the Asian and South-
easl Asian Games as well as the World
Youth Cup, adds the profile. At the
Asian Games in December 1998, Thai-
land won a gold in the men’s doubles
and silver in the women's singles — its
best performance in 30 years, notes the



Engineer: promoting rennis talent

write-up. A year later, at the Southeast
Asian Games in Brunei, Thailand bagged
four gold, two silver and five bronze
medals.

Engineer, 31, hails from Madras
where he started playing tennis at the

age of 10, eventually representing his
LoyolaCollegein intercollegiate events.
Atelephone call fromthe Vijay Amritraj
family, 10 years ago, changed his career
from that of player to coach.

As part of the Britannia Amritraj
Tennis (BAT) scheme which aimed at
producing India’s next generation of
Davis Cup players and a Wimbledon
champion, Engineer shared the BAT
glory when Leander Paes won the
Wimbledon and US Open junior titles.
“The program was the first of its kind

: and the most successful junior
development program in
Asia,"” notes the press release,
and BAT boys became aregu-
lar feature of the Indian Davis
Cup team.

Engineer is on the search
for young Zoroastrians want-
ing to excel in tennis. Given
the curremt surge for sports in Asia he
feels he is positioned to help any
Zarathushtis, who share his love for
professional tennis, with the right
guidance and expertise (e-mail:
zubin_dara@yahoo.com website:
www.pauldaletennis.com)

Compiled by Amavar 5. Mama
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“Democracy is difficult”

Dr Frene Ginwala, speaker of the South
African National Assembly, speaks of a nation in transition

The short. sari-clad lady with the close
cropped white hair emanates power. It
would be tempting to describe Dr Frene
Ginwala, speaker of the South African
National Assembly as regal, even at the
risk of provoking an ascerbic response.
Having grown up in apartheid-domi-
nated South Africa(SAj)and
fought the regime from ex-
ile for 30 years, Ginwala’s
democratic convictions
would militate against an
adjectiveetymologically de-
rived from privilege and po-
sition.

Accepting the Priya-
darshni Academy’s Global
Award for outstanding con-
tribution for promotion of
human rights and dignity as
an “honor not to an indi-
vidual but to the people of
South Africa(who) for more
than a century have faced repression.”
Ginwaladescribed “the success of South
Africa today as ... the product...of many
individuals over many. many decades;
people of all races, men and women,
inspired by the same principles as in-
spired you in India.”

Ginwala was the first of seven inter-
national and seven national awardees
felicitated by the Academy at its 16th
anniversary international awards func-
tion at Hotel Oberoi Towers in Bombay
on September 19, 2000. The Academy,
chaired by Manik Rupani, describes it-
selfasaninstitution “*fostering the growth
and development of social, cultural and
educational aspects of society.”

It wasn't easy to get an interview
with Ginwala. "1 would like to be with
my family,” she responded tersely when
she had finally extricated hersell from
the crowd an hour after the Priyadarshni
function. Official protocol made mince-
meat of a dearly-won first appointment.
The reward was an affable Ginwala as
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Ginwala:
roots are important”

Arnavaz S. Mama

she warmed 1o subjects close to her heart
on day three,

Chairperson of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, Africa Re-
gion; of the Southern African Develop-
ment Community Parliamentary Forum:
and co-chairperson of the Global Coali-
tion for Africa, Ginwala is
currently into her second
term as speaker of SA’s
democratically clected Na-
tional Assembly.

“Our constitution does
not allow any discrimina-
tion on any ground,” de-
clares Ginwala. “If you ex-
clude women, you exclude
50 percent of the popula-
tion,” she points out, add-
ing that one-third of all Af-
rican National Congress
(ANC) candidates are
women at the local and cen-

tral levels. Demonstrating the ANC's
political will to spread the benefits of an
independent society at all levels are “a
whole range of disabled people™ in Par-
liament with attendants to wheel
quadruplegics to the podium, They sub-
mit papers inbraille and sign language is
as acceptable as any of SA’s 11 official
languages, we learn. For, says Ginwala,
“If Parlinment does not educate society
that the disabled can function how will
the people (leamn to accept them)?”
Proportional representation and the
ward system are two criteria that have
been accepted by the ANC in selecting
its candidates, informs Ginwala. SKill,
knowledge and life experience have been
the qualitics on which they have focused
almost to the exclusion of formal educa-
tion. “See how widely educated were
the whites. See how badly they gov-
erned.” says Ginwala pointing to apart-
heid SA and Nazi Germany. Also “if
. you do not have experience of problems
you are going to solve, how will you

decide (except) in an ivory tower sort of
way? Otherwise the solutions are only
good for the people whose experience
you put in... Judges who know nothing
aboul poverty, rape, violence against
women, cannol do justice 1o women...

“Very few of my colleagues have
been through school. We provide train-
ing on(their)entry to Parliament.” Tech-
nical affairs like rules and procedures
are explained, financial management is
inculcated, they learn how to run their
constituency office, manage diversity
and imbibe gender awareness, says
Ginwala, adding that 38 percent of min-
isters and deputy ministers are women.
“What has been significant,” Ginwala
points out, “is that placing women in
positions of power, a poor country with-
out a high level of education (has shown
that) people can govern, people can de-
liver much better!”

Another aspectof parliaments every-
where is that they make laws which
people are expected to obey. “Bul how
many people understand the laws ™ asks
Ginwala. So now SA has begun the
process of writing laws in simple En-
glish. Moreover they may be framed in
any two of its official languages. Be-
cause “the cost of providing standing
transhations in 11 languages is prohibi-
tive — we cannot afford it.” anybody
choosing to address the Assembly in a
language other than English (as the ma-
jority does) is required to indicate the
language beforehand. Then, before start-
ing the address, “they say, “Mr Presi-
dent, please put on your earphones.’
Ginwala believes that it is “important 1o
introduce ideas and implement themand
solve problems as we go along. Once
you start deferring you forget their im-
portance.”

A member of the ANC since her
student days, Ginwala, as Shabnam
Minwallanotes inan article in The Times
of India (September 22, 2000), was sur
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prised by a cryptic telephonic sugges-
tionin 1960 from prominent ANC leader
Walter Sisulu to visit her parents who
were oul of the country. “A few days
after she left, the ANC was banned and
a reign of terror unleashed in South
Africa,” writes Minwalla. Ginwala who
graduated in law from London's King's
College set to work setting up ANC
missions in other countries.

Though “depressed at times,”
Ginwala says, “We wouldn't have gone
on if we weren't convinced we were
doing the right thing and that we were

“See how widely
educated were
the whites. See
how badly they
governed”

going to win.” Surviving raids on ANC
offices in Mozambique, Botswana, Zam-
bia where she remembers the white SA
government sending paratroops and as-
sassins “saying they would liquidate all
of us,” Ginwala maintains it was differ-
ent from the day-to-day harassment that
dogged people at home. “When you
looked at that you didn’t have the right
to be depressed,” she reasons.

While in exile Ginwala set up the
research department of the ANC which
worked to analyze and create aware-
nessabouteventsin SA. By the 1980s
there was no way out for the govern-
ment... Our campaign was, don’t let
the instruments of apartheid work...
They had to recognize the acknowl-
edged leaders... Seven people had been
arrested and charged for the same
crime as Nelson Mandela and were
released between 1989-90. Mandela
was the last to be released... After that
there were four years of negoliations
Lo force government to aceept that the
type of change SA needed was a full
democracy and a constitution that al-
lowed for that.”

Describing herself as an agnostic and
not a practicing Zoroastrian, Frene, the
second child of Banoo and the late
MNusserwanji Ginwala, was born in
Johannesburg in 1932, “My parents and
family were very much practicing Zoro-
astrians,” she adds, but she has grown 1o
believe that “humans make their own
destiny... use whatever opportunily

With
best wishes
from

Farah
&
Tanya
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(they) can.” She accepts that “family
ethics (become) a part of your culture.”

Her life experience has made her
receplive Lo prevailing circumstances.
Thus she has a suggestion for the short-
age of priests plaguing the highly dis-
persed Zoroastrian community: Put the
Zoroastrian prayers and ceremonies on
the computer so that they can be ac-
cessed even by individuals in areas re-
mote from Zoroastrian centers, shesays.

Acknowledging that all Zoroastrians
in SA are “friends or relatives™ and
come together for social
functions, they may have
numbered about 100 at
their peak, spread between
Durban and Johannesburg,
she hazards. *I don’t deny
or want 1o deny that I'm &
Zoroastrian. It's not a hos-
tile relationship,” but she
clarifies, *I don’t see my
identity as being a South
African Zoroastrian. It
comes from being South
Alrican.”

Mever having had “the
leisure o seek people out,”
Ginwala was nonetheless
acknowledged as a Zoro-
astrian by the Islamic Republic of Iran
when she visited the country as part of
the ANC delegation after the fall of the
Shah. But “the relationship was a politi-
cal one, not religious,” she asserts, si-
multaneously maintaining, *1 would
want 1o go and see Iran. One's roots are
important,” adding parenthetically, “1'm
a historian.™

What was it like to grow up in white
SA? “Children adapt... you grow up
where you are. Black Kids in SA learnt
early about discrimination: You could
see a fun fair and couldn’t go in because
you weren't white; your school did not
have the facilities of white schools. Af-
ter a while you tend 1o question.”

For Ginwala it was a thesis on “In-
dian South Africans — an analysis of
class conflict and color™ which won her
a PhD from Oxford about a decade afier
her initial graduation.

On her return from exile Ginwala
became a member of Mandela’s secre-
tariat in the ANC president’s office
(Mandela became ANC president a year
after he emerged from prison when the
incumbent president Oliver Tambo sus-
twined a stroke) and headed the party’s
research depariment between 1991 and
1994. She also served as the deputy head
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of the ANC Commission for the Eman-
cipation of Women and was the ANC
representative on the Science and Tech-
nology Initiative, notes her bio data. A
founder member and the first nationzl
convenerof the Women's National Coa-
lition, Ginwala led the South African
parliamentary delegation to the Beijing
Women's Conference.

After the end of her current term as
speaker Ginwala hopes to research and
write about the issues of racism and
development that beset the political
economy of SA.

The Parsi contri-
bution to South Afri-
can politics begins
with the Rustomjece
family. Frene’s sister,
Dr Khorshed Gin-
wala, free SA's first
ambassador to laly,
is the granddaughter-
in-law of the famed
Parsi Rustomjee who
had sheltered Mohan-
das (later Mahatma)
Gandhi from the vio-
lent South African
mob in the carly years
of the 20th century.
Khorshed’s husband Rustom died in
1998. Her uncle-in-law Sorabji Rus-
tomjee had fought on behalf of India at
the United Nations, recalls Frene. A
Parsi named Camay had been postmas-
ter general of the Transvaal Republic,
then a racist government. A descendant,
Phiroshaw Camay, was a founder of
SA’s rade union revival in the 1970s
which began as an NGO (non govemn-
mental organization) but 1s now a gov-
ermmment body called Council for Con-
ciliation, Mediation and Arbitration
(CCMA), the main arbitration body in
SA today, says Frene.

The Indian National Congress (INC)
was very large and popular and em-
braced all people of Indian origin in SA.
As notes Frene Ginwala, “They were
very much a part of the early struggle,
(many being) killed in frontline states.”
She recalls how leading human rights
lawyer Phyllis Naidu lost her son to a
bombattack while in exile. Indians were
prominent in the anti-apartheid move-
ment in Natal and the Transvaal and the
INC was a part of the negotiations with
the white SA government which began
in the 1990s with Mahatma Gandhi’s
granddaughter being an ANC nominee
to Parliament.

Since then however Indian mass sup-
port for the ANC has dwindled. While it
netted 80-90 percent of the African vote
at the second general election in 1999, 1t
received less than 10 percent of the
Indiun vote. Ginwala ascribes the falloff
to “fears and perception.” During their
long history of overt racism, the re-
sources of the country were “spent
largely on four million whites, then on
Indians (who were) relatively
privileged...not at the bottom, and very
little on Africans. Now (we're) distrib-
uting the same amount to 38 million
people. Poor Indians feel threatened...
now (find it) difficult to accept equal-
ity... We at the ANC have pechaps not
done enough for them," hazards Gin-
wala, amazed that Indians chose 10 vole
for the National Party after having expe-
rienced its rule for 40 years. “But then
there are Indians who would have liked
to vote for the Raj!" she exclaims, draw-
ing the analogy to the Indian situation.

Referring to the superb urban in-
frastructure of Cape Town contrast-
ing with the stark poverty and under-
development a mere 10 miles outside
the city — noelectricity, schools with-
out doors, books or taps — Ginwala
told Minwalla, “Our challenge is to
bridge the two terrifyingly different
nations that make South Africa.” As
she had said to columnist Pippa Green
in 1995, “The problem is not whether
you can do it. The problem is getting
people to know you can do it.”

Whar irks Ginwala is the current ten-
dency to label all Africans as racist,
“There is ethnic cleansing in Yugosla-
vig, in Spain... But nobody says all Eu-
ropeans are like that. Butall Africans are
like that!" She refers to the military
dictatorship in Pakistan, the repression
in Burma, the racial strife in Ceylon and
asks how Indians would react to being
bracketed with them under the catchall
“All Asians are like that!”

The almost 90-year-old ANC was
founded in 1912 to establish a non-racist
SA and has won two Nobel Peace Prizes
— once under ils president Albert
Luthurliin the early 1960s and then with
Mandela in the early 19905, exulls
Ginwala. But it has inherited a society
that is “socially, morally and economi-
cally corrupt, (with) institutions builton
privilege and race. Therefore we must
transform the entire society. I’ sagigan-
tic task... Dictatorship iseasy ... Democ-
racy is very difficult and very time
consuming.”
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TRUSTS

The priest’s personal property

The Supreme Court upheld the decision of the lower courts that Dastur
Hall in Poona is the private property of Dastur Hormazdiar Dastur

Dastur Hall is the privaie property of
Sardar Dastur Hormazdiar Moshirwan
Kaikobad Dastur and not part of the
Sardar Sorabji Ratanji Patel Trust, ruled
the Supreme Court of India in its judg-
ment delivered on Sep-
tember 29, 2000. The
ownershiprightstothis
property in Nana Peth,
Poona had been dis-
puted since 1987 (sce
“Towhomdoes Dastur
Hall belong?" Parsi-
ana, January 1989 and “Decree for
Dastur Hall,” Parsiana, July 1989) when
Eruch lrani with his co-petitioners Burjor
Sadri, Firdous Kayani and Farrok Irani
alleged that 1,178 sq m of land which
Dastur sought to sell belonged to the
Trust and was not the personal property
of Dastur who also happens 10 be the
chairman and managing trustee of this
Trust. It was Dastur’s contention that
only 3,332.66 sq yd of land belonged to
the Trust, the balance constituting his
Family assel.

Justice M. Jagannadha s
Rao and Justice K. G. .
Balakrishnan of the Supreme
Court ruled that the findings
of the lower courts — the
Charity Commissioner, the
District Judge and the High
Court — which held that the
disputed land is not Trust
property “iscorrect and does
nol warranl any interfer-
ence.” Considering that
some parts of this property were sold in
1949, and then again in [975-76 when
27 Nats were constructed thereon yet no
objections were received from either
members of the Trust or outsiders, the
judges inferred that the land is not Trust
property.

The judges also cited the evidence of
the applicants (Irani and others) wherein
it was “clearly admitted” that within one
month of Dastur's refusal to permit Irani
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to organize a [un fair on some kands that
Dastur manages,the petition was filed be-
fore the Charity Commissioner in 1987,

*The crucial document”™ upon which
the Commissioner had relied was areg-
istered deed of trust dated July 2, 1884
which while describing the Trust prop-
erty showed the disputed property as
belonging to the priest and serving as a
boundary [or the Trust land. Joint Char-
ity Commissioner P. V. Kakade had
then stated, “The fact that (Dastur
Hormazdiar) has not conclusively es-
tablished as 10 how his original prede-
cessor in utle came to possess and own
that property is quite immaterial for our
present purpose...Since it is evident that
the office of high priest has come by
hereditary rights, it is quite logical that
the Dastur Hall residence was given to
the private ownership of the family for
the purpose of theirresidence...” Kakade
further noted, “It appears from the
records that 5. R. Patel (the original
settlor who died in 1852) executed a

(rop) Dastur

document in 1843 transferring the said
properly unto Dastur Nosherwinjee
Jamashpjee Dastur, entrusting him with
the sacred duties of maintaining the fire-
temple and the Patel Hall for the purpose
of the Parsi community.” Vacating the
earlierinteriminjunctionagainsithe sale
of land, Kakade mentioned in his order

that only 5,150.41 sq m of land be-
longed 1o the Trust.

As reported in Parsiana, while Irani
viewed the 1843 document as the one
that established the religious trust, Dastur
Hormazdiar’s daughter Mehernavaz
Vakil maintained that this was but a
deed of gift and the Trust was estab-
lished by the 1884 document. Accord-
ing 1o Irani, the 1884 document only
reconfirms the existence of the Trust
after the fire-temple (originally built in
1824) was reconstructed and reopened
to the Zoroastrian community in 1877.
Irani had also based his premise on the
Poona city survey records according o
which the properties on whichthe Agiary
and the Dastur Hall stand are both rev-
enue free as they are supposed Lo be used
for religious and charitable purposes.
Further, when the Bombay Public Trusts
Act came into force in 1950, only the
land on which stood Dastur Hall was
shown as Trust property and not the
adjacent fire-temple plot. This errone-
ous interchanging in the two
survey numbers of the adja-
cent plots was rectified in the
Charity Commissioner’s
records in 1973 and finally
only the [ire-temple plot was
shown as Trust property. Bul
Irani insisted it was nota mis-
take.

He went into appeal be-
fore the th Additional Das-

o trict and Sessions Judge,
eeises Poona who upheld the Joint
Commissioner’s order in 1990, There-
after in April 2000, the same order was
affirmed by the High Court. Irani and
his supporters “failed in their case
throughout™ as observed the Supreme
Court judges. While V. J. Francis repre-
sented Irani in the Supreme Court hear-
ing, there was a battery of advocates 1o
represent Daswr: Ranjit Kumar, S, R.
Setia, L. C. Tolam, Dr Roxna Swami, R.
M. Keshwani and C. K. Nayak.
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TRADITIONS

COVER STORY

“A doctrinal crossfire”

Divergent views on how best to preserve
the traditional mode of disposal of the dead were expressed
at the samast anjuman meeting in Bombay

Even as six Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP) trustees (Silloo Kavarana was
abroad) and its senior executives faced
the approximately 1,000 persons who
had responded to their invitation for a
samastanjuman meeting at Rustom Baug
on December 15, 2000, a small but stri-
dent group seemed prepared to hijack
the meel.

Pro-aviary and anti-solar panel lit-
erature was freely handed out o com-
munity members as they entered the
grounds. The pro-aviarists had alsobeen
known to address groups of Zoroastri-
ans in the days preceding the meet and
the community grapevine hummed with
indignation that students from religious
classes conducted by Zoroastrian Stud-
ies (ZS) were mobilized to collect signa-
tures of recommendation for the aviary
prajecl.

The arrangements made by Dr Porus
Turner, president of the Sir Ness Wadia
Club and his team, included a substan-
tial fenced offarea for the video cameras
and audio recorders between the
gymkhana verandah housing the BFP
team and the community. On the anvil
was a discussion of the various mea-
sures the Punchayet has been taking to
preserve the traditional Zoroastrian mode
of disposal of the dead: dokhmenashini.

Though BPP chairman Jamshed
Guzder stressed the need for “dignity
and decorum™ in a discussion of such a
sensitive issue, the “pro-vulture breed-
ers” mercilessly heckled the “solar panel-
ists" in what BPP trustee and solicitor
Dadi Engineer euphemistically called a
“doctrinal crossfire.”

The simultaneous demographic de-
cline of the Zoroastrian community and
the vulture population in India has put
the BPP in a fix. With more and more
deaths and few, if any, scavenging birds
1o dispose of the bodies, a miasma of
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worrisome realities hovers over
Doongerwadi. It is reported that the
stench of putrefying corpses forces
Spenta residents to keep their windows
shut and Godrej Baug tenants to avail of
electric fans irrespective of lemperature
variations.

Experimenting with four different —
though not incompatible — probable
solutions to the problem, the BPP has
faced a barrage of criticism, much of it
due to the community’s ignorance or
misinformation.

Two of the four approaches to the
problem are relatively free of contro-
versy. One is the use of herbal cum
chemical powders evolved by chemist
Zarir Lashkari through several permuta-
tions and combinations to help curtail
the odor while speeding up decomposi-
tion of the bodies, as informed Engineer
who officially presented the scenario o
the gathering. The other is the pumping
of gases like ozone to absorb the offen-
sive smell of decay. As the high priests
and scholars refused to permitany breach
in the dokhma walls to allow the instal-
lation of the necessary equipment, a
duct in the form of a “hanging garland”
has been improvised at a cost of Rs 10-
12 lakhs, recurring expenses like elec-
tricity and air-conditioning excluded.

The two controversial projects are
the building of an aviary to breed vul-
tures and the installation of reflectors 1o
concentrate solar heat on the dead bod-
ies. The proponent of the aviary is Z5
founder and public speaker Khojeste
Mistree supported by Rishad Naoroji,
an authority on birds of prey. Dr Homi
Dhalla, inter-religious scholar and
founder of the World Zarathushti Cul-
tural Foundation, has been advocating
the harmessing of solar energy to dry out
the decaying corpses faster. Engineer
presented both projects, impartially list-

ing their advantages and disadvantages.

The aviary project anticipates the
construction of a massive mesh dome
overthe dokhma (the main aviary) along
with a smaller one where juvenile birds,
trapped from the wild, would be nur-
tured on a diet of special meats before
being introduced to the contents of the
dokhma. This is an experiment that has
never been tried before, requiring inter-
national expertise 1o set up the project,
construet the aviaries and trap the birds,
Suggested by Jemima Parry-Jones, one
of five international experts on the sub-
ject, according to Engineer, the aviary is
expected to cost Rs 1.55 crore to build
and Rs 22-25 lakhs a year to maintain.
While the Government of India’s (GOI)
ministry of environment has okayed the
concept of the project it will require the
assenl of the stale governments from
where the vultures are to be procured
and of Maharashira before any of these
birds can be transported, which “may
not be granted... on an enduring basis,”
cautioned Engineer.

Detailing the advantages ol the
project Engineer noted, “If the project is
implemented andifitis successful, we'll
be continuing dokhmenashini, our age-
old system of disposal.” Also, if there is
a constant inflow of vultures, it may
mean a permanent solution to the
Doongerwadi problem.

Referring to the grave, logical reser-
valions of some of his fellow trustees,
Engineer listed the disadvantages be-
ginning with the high cost:

*Though the BPP has earmarked rupees
one crore 25 lakhs, additional funds will
have to be... found and those loudly
rooting for it would need to dip into their
pockets, he noted.

*The Doongerwadi deficit which has
been running at Rs 23 lakhs per year will
also be higher now because of the instal-
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lation of air fresheners and the reforesta-
lion program.

*The support staff would need to be
augmented with an omithologist and
velerinarians.

*Procuring baby vultures may prove to
be fairly difficult.

*Baby vultures would need a variety of
meats in their diet, though this would
not be fed to them in the dokhmas.
[Engineer reassured the gathering, *“The
whole of Doongerwadi is not sacro-
sanct. Only the dokhmas and sagdi
(dadgah) is sacred.” he added.]

*There is no certainty that the exercise
will produce the desired number of vul-
lures.

Answering the generally heard criti-
cism that the trustees would be frittering
away Punchayet funds by embarking on
the project, Engineer noted that the final
decision would only be made after three
BPP trustees — Minoo Shroff, Dinshaw
Tamboly and Dinshaw Mehta — repont
to the board after visiting Parry-Jones'
setupin Gloucestershire in the UK which
they will do at their own cost. He also
reassured the community that a much
larger share of Punchayet funds go into
housing, education, medicare, etc. This
was in reply to the oft levelled criticism

that the Punchayet is more concerned
abuoul the dead than the living.

The solar energy project which en-
visages the installation of parabolic re-
flectors some distance from the dokhma
would aim concentrated heat at a con-
trolled temperature on the corpse so that
the dehydration that occurs in five to six
months would be effected in five or six
days. Distinguishing between feelo naso
and sukke nase (wel and dry dead mal-
ter) on the advice of high priesis and
scholars, Engineer noted that the fluids
in the body must dry out before it can be
removed from the pavi and relegated to
the bhandar (well).

Moting that the original name of
dokhmenashini is Khorshed Nagirashni
(exposure to the rays of the sun), Engi-
neer said the use of solar energy is in
keeping with the religion and thanked
Ronnie Sabawalla and Baman Cama,
both of Baroda where experiments have
been conducted on goat carcasses and
chickens witnessed by Shroff, Tamboly
and BPP deputy chiefl executive officer
Mehli Colah. *In 16 hours the weight of
the goat was reduced by one-third... The
human body will not char il the heat is
contained at 200°C or less. It ignites
only at600°C.” he noted toquell fears of

a solar crematorium. Nor is the heat
pervasive, asitwas feared that the ground
could become 1oo hot for nassessalars o
walk on in the afternoon and would
affect the surrounding foliage as well.

The system’s main disadvaniage is
that it would be ineffective in rainy and
cloudy weather, Three solar pu.uuh per
dokhma cost about five lakh rupees.

Many Zoroastrians have been inter-
ested in the establishment of an alternate
form of disposal at Doongerwadi but
Engineer noted, “We hold Doongerwadi
under 17 deeds of trust and the only
method demanded under these deeds is
exposure to elements of nature.™ How-
ever, with high-rises in the area permil-
ting a view of the contents of the
dokhmas, the trustees have commis-
sioned the construction of a very large
screen designed by architect Rustom
Hathi estimated to cost between Rs 30 -
40 lakhs, said Engineer.

Recalling that all seven trustees had
sworn 1o uphold dokhmenashini, Engi-
neer urged the community 1o show itself
capable of problem solving with a sense
of responsibility and logic.

“To all who are in favor of solar
panels: What will it do after it dehy-
drates the body? Will vultures touch it?
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Will the stench be worse? The next step
{(will be) a solar crematorium,” the first
querist began, accusing Dhalla who had
taken the mike of “the devil quoting
scripture.”

Except for correcting Engineer’s
statement of the costof the panels (Rs 12
lakhs) Dhalla reiterated mostof his com-
ments on the solar panels. Responding
to criticism of them being against reli-
zion, he referred o two letters from high
priests (Dasturs Kaikhusroo JamaspAsa
and Hormazdyar Mirza) and interna-
tional scholars which considered the
concept within the parameters of the
religion. Even as Dhalla spoke the ear-
lier mentioned group started booing and
protesting that Mirza is 90 years old.

Noting that the Doongerwadi prob-
lem was three-pronged — smell, dehy-
dration and disposal of bones — Dhalla
noted that the experiments in Baroda at
175°C dehydrated the body without rais-
ing the iemperature around it. Even ata
close distance of five feet they could
stand comfortably and there was no heat
orstench, Dhalla said, adding that solar
reflectors could be modulated to any
lemperature.

Sabawallaincreased the heat 1o 400°C
in adifferent concentrator and a 14-inch
long bone, over L-inch in diameter, had
broken into three parts with a partly
powdery residue in the course of two-
and-a-half to three hours. “A unit can be
used wherever there’s a lack of birds.”
noted Phalla, adding. “Itcan be ready in
five weeks — we don’t have to wait"
{*Wedon'twantit,” shouted the group).
With free solar energy, no maintenance
except for cleaning every fortnight and
a cost of Rs 6,000 1o replace a unit (20
panels make up a unit) Dhalla argued
that with 285 days of sunshine every
year, the scheme could work well in
Bombay.

While a few speakers agreed to the
feasibility of the reflectors especially in
smill towns, the original heckler re-
turned to accuse Dhalla of “not giving
the correct picture. The goat was shaved.
The temperature at which hair burns is
much lower than that for the sKin. I the
body is wet, will it not boil?"

The pitch and tone of the queries led
lawyer and author Armin Wandrewala
to observe that the meeting was “in a
spirit of confrontation. Can we raise
queries in a better tone?” she asked,

“It is untrue that the environment
can’t be heated... If the heat is on for 16
hours it will get cooked, roasted. What
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will you do? Will you put the bodies in
the cupboards of the BPP?" persisted
the querist.

Dhalla answered, “What is the sun
doing for a long period of time?" Refer-

“Do you get rid of the
patient if the medicine
Is expensive?”

A

ring to people like Baroda Parsi Pancha-
il trustee Baman Cama who has been a
volunteer pallbearer over the past 25
years, Dhalla urged the querist, “Ask
him what happens. What normally takes
a long period of time happens here in a
short period.”

The restive group fielded its star
speaker, solicitorand Z5 member Bapsy
Dastur. “The key question here is what
will happen to the bodies after they are
dehydrated?” she asked. Without stop-
ping for a reply she demanded, “Give
sulficient time to Mistree to explain the
aviary project.”

Al this point some humor was in-
jected by Kersy Shahbaraz who wanted
Engineer to describe the smell emanat-
ing from the dokhma. Not getling a
satisfactory answer he described vari-

ous foul smells: of a guy removing his
socks: of a bucket of rotting prawns; of
the Hamburg sewage plant, adding, “A
decomposing corpse smells muchworse.
There's no such smell at Doongerwadi!™

“Every Parsi canshell out Rs 200010
repay the BPP for spending two crores
(on the aviary). Let Zoroastrians spend
and give life 1o these vultures!” said
another aviary enthusiast.

Taking the stand Mistree faulted En-
gineer for omitling to mention what he
called the aviary project’s greatest ad-
vantage “that it's doctrinally the best.”
He also contested the view that the high
priests had accepted solar panels and
that they could become operational “end
January.” Depending on “how we deal
with the first governmental permission,”
Mistree was sanguine others would fol-
low. The supplementary diet for the
vulture babies could be placed in a dis-
used dokhma or choira, he suggested,
stressing that with the aviary we will get
the system back on track in lwo years.
“The entire world recognized the Zoro-
astrian vision of envircnmental conser-
vation,” he noted and offered “to step
down from the aviary project” o prove
he had no vested interest in it

continued on page 64
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POLITICS AND POLICY

Seeking new directions

Bold new decisions were in the interests of the
community, said delegates to the Federation meet in Jamshedpur

“Over the last 20 years or 50 many
religions of the world have increasingly
started looking inward, and [ fear that
we are among them, I think this is unfor-
tunate. We have always been a progres-
sive community ready to accept moder-
nity and new ideas. This has been our
strength and it should continue to in-
form our lives and attitudes,” Supreme
Court judge Sam Bharucha counseled
the delegates at the executive council
meet of the Federation of Parsi Zoroas-
trian Anjumans of India in Jamshedpur
on December 2-3, 2000.

Speaking as “an ordinary, reason-
ably educated, middle-class, concerned
Parsi,” Bharucha, a stickler for judicial
propriety, forthrightly addressed the
three major problems besetting the com-
munity —dokhmenashini, intermarriage
and demographic decline.

“We should not permit what was,
essentially, a social and climatic neces-
sity of life in ancient times to become an
overbearing religious requirement... It
is no respect to the Parsi dead 1o leave
them in the dokhmas to decompose and
decay... The time for change has come
and [turning to Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP) chairman and Federation presi-
dent Jamshed Guzder] you ‘Namdar
trustee saheb’ must, in the interest of the
community, look for other means for the
disposal of the dead which are not op-
posed to the essential tenets of the Zoro-
astrian faith...

*The anjumans and punchayets
should consider the admission into the
faith, by the performance of the navjote,
of a child born to a Parsi mother and a
non-Parsi father, provided such child is
the product of wedlock and the father is
a consenting party...” (see “Thus spake
Bharucha,” pg 56 for the full text of
Bharucha’s speech).

With such a forceful lead from the
eminent jurist, not only was the overrid-
ing problem —dokhmenashini — de-
bated in and out of the council meet but
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Arnavaz S. Mama

an 1 1-point note from BPP chief execu-
tive officer (CEO) Behram Dastur be-
came an adjunct to the Federation
agenda. Presented at the Mhow meet of
the Federation, Dastur's paper detailing
socioreligious issues besetting the com-
munity had been shunted aside in
Madras.

" The council meet had begun slightly
earlier than scheduled but was adjourned
for the formal inauguration which
awaited the arrival of Bharucha and his
wife Perin from Delhi. The ceremony
began with the lithe, immaculately suited
judge lighting a traditional Parsi diva in
a sés, then joining palms in a brief
namaskar. The young mobed Anosh
Chehna who intoned the Avestan bene-
diction also recited the English transla-
tion, instructing the congregation (o re-
peat line by line after him. Master of
ceremony Belli Bodhanwalla then sum-
moned a group of seven girls to sing a
monajal in Gujarati.

Referring to his “first exposure 1o a
Federation meet” in Madras last July, in
his welcome address Tata Steel (TS)
managing director and president of the
Jamshedpur Parsee Association (JPA)
Dr Jamshed Irani said he was “struck by
the diversity of views in our small com-
munity... Diversity is good but not to the
extent of (our) destroying each other.”
Deseribing his anjuman as “very, very
liberal in our views, a closely-knit...
happy-go-lucky, peace-loving lot,” Irani
added, “As far as | am aware, there is no
khit-pir (disharmony)!” And JPA chair-
man Iehangir Ardeshir voiced his thanks
to the chief guest who had “brought into
the open what is in the hearts and minds
of many Zoroastrians.”

With 80 third-born children on the Rs
1,000 subsidy roll of the BPP, the pro-
gram has now been extended to the
fourth child “at my expense,” said
Guzder, adding that he had donated Rs

» 30 lakhs to the BPP for this program and
*will write in my will that annual dona-

tions of Rs 30 lakhs (will continue to-
wards it) for the next seven years.” The
BPP's third and fourth child subsidy
program covers the whole of India and is
not restricted to Bombay-based Parsis,
he noted.

As is his wont, Delhi Parsi Anjuman
(DPA) president and Federation vice
president Lt Gen (retd) Adi Sethna, who
is the Zoroastrian member of the Na-
tional Minorities Commission (NMC)
considered it “mandatory to explain”
the progress and rituals associated with
Zoroastrian rites of passage to both Zo-
roastrian and non-Zoroastrians and urged
other anjumans to do so to offset the
ignorance, misinformation and disinfor-
mation within and without the commu-
nity.

The entombment of the time capsule
at Sanjan, the participation of youths
sponsored by the BPP to the Seventh
World Zoroastrian Congress at Houston
in December 2000 and the contents of
BPP trustee Rustom Tirandaz’s letter to
the delegates were other topics of dis-
cussion,

The delegates stood in silent remem-
brance of Iranian philanthropist Faridoon
Zartoshty, Shirin Guzder, Homai
Bodhanwalla(wives of Federation presi-
dent and vice president respectively)
and Sam Poonawala who recorded Fed-
eration meets in Bombay on a couple of
occasions.

The central courtyard of the anjuman
complex had been covered with a
shamiana, its pillars and walls festooned
with lifelike greenery. Strategically lo-
cated, colorfully blooming plants and
painstaking rangoli designs atlested to
the enthusiasm and zeal of the host com-
millee.

Every evening a brief, entertaining
performance by the children, youth and
young adults of the Jamshedpur com-
munity rejoiced the delegates after the
long talkathons. Luncheons and dinners
were catered by community members.



From left (top row): Ardeshir, Guzder, Gandhi, Sethna and Tambaoly; (second row): Rusi Billimoria, Jamshed Irani,
Daisy Irani, Bailey Bodhanwala and Chehna; (third row): Dastur, Colah and Master; (fourth row) a section of the
audience with the Bharuchas in the forefront, Bapsy and Adi Rabadi. and Cama; (last row): Shireen and Homi
Dandiwalla, Palsetia, Punawalla and Talati Photos: Amavaz 5. Mama
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The educational highlights were con-
ducted tours of the Tata Centre for Ex-
cellence and of the flagship company,
Tata Steel, the social highlight was a
candlelit dinner hosted by Irani and his
gracious wife Daisy on the manicured
grounds of their official residence. Irani's
welcome set the style for easy, informal
ambience even at the executive council
sessions and his asides added a touch of
lighthearted repartee (he asked Federa-
tion joint honorary secretary Keki
Gandhi, “Well, bandmaster, how's the
band playing?”) that jostled other wits
into play at deliciously incongruous
moments! Unfortunately, only 11 of the
Federation’s over 60 members were
present Lo discuss crucial community
affairs.

With a youth seminar planned for
December 8-10, 2000 FOZY A (Federa-
tion of Zoroastrian Youth Associations
of India) members were conspicuously
absent, highlighting the organizational
lag between community bodies.

The next meeting of the Federation
will be held in Bombay on June 9-10,
2001. Mormally every alternate meet is
held in Bombay but the last three suc-
cessive meets have been hosted by
upcountry anjumans.

Dokhmenashini

After the inaugural formalities, Gandhi
launched a debate on the contentious
and potentially dangerous issue facing
the BPP and other anjumans like Poona
and Baroda where community numbers
are substantial and the mode of disposal
is by dokhmenashini. The fall in the
number of vullures observed and re-
ported by Parsiana readers over the past
two decades — and steadfastly denied
by traditionalists — has now led to the
nightmare of no scavenging birds to
assist the sun’s rays in reducing dead
bodies to bleached bones as of yore. The
resulting putrefaction results in a “smell
s0 intense (I get) telephone calls from
Spenta residents late at night,” attested
Guazder.

Though several smaller anjumans
have the same problem of no vuliures,
their situation is not as desperale be-
cause of the small annual number of
deaths — about three or four — and the
comparative vasiness and distance of
the dokhma property from human settle-
ments.

Although a growing trickle of
Bombay Zoroastrians are opting for the
electric crematorium, the priests’ offi-
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cial body, the Athornan Mandal, has
decided not to perform prayers for the
first four days afier death. By the trust
deed of 1874 which governs the BPP, it
is obligatory for the Punchayet Lo main-
tain the Towers of Silence, said BPP
trustee Dinshaw Tamboly. In the ab-
sence of scavenging birds, the trusices
have been considering the installation
of solar panels known as Scheffler Re-
fleciors — somewhat like concave mir-
rors placed a slight distance away from
the dokhma — that focus the light and
heat of the sun onto the pavis where the
dead are placed. Experiments tried at
Baroda on bird and animal carcasses
have demonstrated that these take a third
of the time they normally would to dry
up without the body being bumt or
charred, with heat ranging between 80°-
170°C, noted Vadodara Parsi Panchayat
trustee Baman Cama.

Theexperiments are being conducted
by Ronnie Sabawalla. According 1o a
write-up by Zoroastrian scholar Dr Homi
Dhalla which was circulated along with
atechnical write-up on the reflector, itis
expected 1o cost two to three lakh ru-
pees, approximately. Sabawalla is basi-
cally experimenting on behalf of the Sai
Baba Trust, noted Cama.

The problem is that after initially
agreeing to the concept the high priests
have changed their stand, said BPP trust-
ees. The negation by the priests may
increase the laity’s hesitation 10 acceplt
any new concepl, especially in the
mofussil where levels of education are
low, as maintained the Bharuch del-
cgates,

Citing the example of the late Shiavax
MNargolwala of Delhi who had volun-
teered to pray for a DPA member who
had opted for cremation on the priest
there refusing to do so, Gandhi asked,
*“Are you prepared to give the commu-
nity a choice? Are you prepared to tell
your people that if you want to bury or
cremate, the Bharuch Anjuman will pro-
vide the infrastructure?” He urged
anjumans o mobilize non-practising
athravans in this behalf 1o motivate the
priests. Though “finance is no problem™
Bharuch preferred to wail for Baroda to
implement the change. “If it starts in
Baroda we can use it as an example,”
noted Sarosh Ginwalla.

Homi Palsetia of Saronda maintained
that bodies in their dokhma shrivel up
and become powder dry in seven days
(subsequently changed to seven weeks)
but Tamboly countered, “In Bombay it

takes six Lo seven months” for a body to
completely dehydrate. Dastur main-
tained that the “bodies remain in a hor-
rendous condition™ in the three major
dokhmas in Bombay and that the same
applies to Mhow, Bangalore and Bulsar.
He further cautioned, “Even on senti-
mental grounds if they want lo continue,
people with an eye on the property will
raise problems with the local health au-
thorities.”

When Palsetia triumphantly an-
nounced that Bomi Sachinwalla was
thinking of constructing a new dokhma
in Vasai, a visibly shaken Tamboly de-
scribed the concept as “the most tragic
thing happening. A new dokhmain Vasai
will enable the government to confis-
cate the Cumballa Hill property!™

Calcuuia's Nauzer Batlivala referred
to a referendum held there about two
years ago when “more people felt that a
new system was viable, but a close mi-
nority wanted o continue with the old
system so the trustees are continuing
with the old system.” Adi Rabadi, a
trustee of the Mehta Agiary in Calcutia
who attended the meet in his current
avatar as vice chairperson of the West
Bengal Minorities Commission, wanted
the BPP to give the lead noting that
“priests always ask for clearance from
the Bombay high priests.”

Interjectied Gandhi: “The high priesis
have said ‘No navjotes of the children of
intermarried couples may be performed.”
But such navjotes are done.” Mobeds
are worried about being blacklisted,
Gandhi explained and asked, “Will the
Caleutta agiary trustees be willing to
provide them with lifetime employment?
Will you use your power?”

Rabadi chose to use Gandhi's final
queslion as an out-of-context escape
clause: “I will never use power o force
a priest!”

He also noted that with trees growing
inside the Caleutta dokhma the bodies
remained in the shade. These trees are
too dense for volunteers to axe; and
professional tree cutlers would not be
allowed in. He feared “grave danger of
public interest litigation.”

“The Punchayet should explain to
the community that the BPP is not going
tosell the land,” suggested Jamshedpur’s
Sam Antia. "It is cemetery land. We
can’t even build housing for anyone
except people employed on the
Doongerwadi,” explained Tamboly,
“Prepare 1o revert 1o an aramgah,” vol-
unteered Gandhi.



Ervad Meher Modi, a Jamshedpur
youth studying in Bombay and serving
al the Aslaji Agiary quoted the authority
of the Rivayais and the Vendidad in
favorof maintaining the dokhmas. While
in favor of solar panels so long as tem-
perature in the dokhma did not reach
flammability, Modi suggested the im-
port of red necked vultures from North
America. Gandhi reminded him that the
Rivayats were of very late origin as
compared to the Gathas and that there
were many injunctions in the Vendidad
which have now been abandoned and
asked, “What is the basic duty of a
mobed? It is to spread the message of
Zarathushtra irrespective of the parent-
age of his listeners. It is 1o serve the
needs of the communilty, not to dictate to
them. (The latter) borders on emotional
blackmail.” Then Modi volunteered that
four-day services were being performed
by some priests even for those opting for
cremation. “Wheneverbehdins have led,
mobeds have followed,” he averred,
adding that mobeds have only recently
begun to assert themselves. However,
when Tamboly asked, “Why did mobeds
change the muktads from 18 days to 10
days, 20 years ago?" he had no answer.,

According to Dastur there are 10 1o
14 mobeds who perform four-day cer-
emonies for the cremated at the client’s
residence. Dastur opined that if the trust-
ees decide to provide Doongerwadi in-
frastructure to community members
choosing burial or cremation a greater
number of priests would be forthcom-
ing. He recalled how Ervad Sorab
Panthaky had declared in Mhow that
practicing priests wouldembrace change
if their views were elicited by a secret
referendum. Gandhi and Sethna con-
curred that it was fear for their liveli-
hood that prevented mobeds from ac-
cepting change.

The spiraling controversy aboul rais-
ing vultures in captivity had led the BPP
trustees to invite a samast anjuman meet-
ing at Rustom Baug on December 15,
2000 where any Zoroastrian from any
part of India was free to express his
views though no decision was to be
taken at the meeting. The concept of
spending over one crore rupees on build-
ing an aviary to suslain an ancient form
of disposal of the dead, when more and
more funds are required for education
and medicare, has left most rationalists
dizzy.

Sethna, who had been asked by BPP®
trustees to speak with the ministry of
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environment for permission to create an
aviary to breed vultures at Doongerwadi,
said he has got a conditional clearance.
The flutter in the national Press about
Parsis and vultures tended to focus on
the concentration of wealth in the form
of land in Bombay, he warned. The

“It is no respect
to the Parsi dead
to leave them in

the dokhmas
to decompose
and decay”

environment ministry “wants me to re-
port 1o them regarding the bodies that
are lying uneaten. My duty as NMC
member is to represent the community
at government and national level. ltmay
be possible to stall for a while but if it is
reported that 30/40/50 bodies are lying
around, the community will have to bear
the consequences.”

Spending three crore rupees on an
experimental aviary could leave the trust-
ees open to the charge of breach of trust,
averred Gandhi. “We are a litgating
community... When holding the samast
anjuman meeting let whoever speaks in
favor of the (proposed) aviary give in
writing that that they will raise the money
and not the BPP trustees,” he cautioned.

“Let us not kid ourselves,” said
Tamboly, admitting that the BPP had
been served a notice from the munici-
pality in January 2000 that “our system
is becoming a health hazard.” Noting
that he was to meet Jemima Parry-Jones
(a specialist in breeding birds of prey
whowould be implementing the project)
and see her center in England on his way
to the Houston Congress. Tamboly
promised to “go public™ with his obser-
vations and declared that the chairman
has agreed to issue a joint siatement on
their findings.

A community in crisis

From demographic decline to the legal
niceties of intermarriage and its impli-
cation on BPP housing, the question of
non-Parsi sezdo, the pros and cons of
community involvement with education,
the costof maintaining consecrated fires
in localities deserted by Parsis, the boost
for entreprencurship and the need to
curtail the leeching of community funds
under various guises were among the

topics addressed by Dastur,

Some of the traditionalists disputed
the discussion of Dastur’s marathon
agenda, saying that when the commu-
nity is in danger a savior will come as
promised by Zarathushira. Crackling
with mischiel Gandhi asked, “Shall we
rename Behram (Dastur) Behramshah
Verjavand?”

Dastur's suggestions had been circu-
lated twice to Federation members along
with the agenda notices. In Madras the
delegates had asked if the BPP trustees
had endorsed Dastur’s suggestions which
were xeroxed ona BPP letterhead and as
this was not the case, had shelved them.
A similar move this time was fended off
by Tamboly commending his CEO for
placing the problems on paper. *“Why
brush (them) under the carpet? (They)
deserve to be discussed. The BPP has
started cutting off red tape,” he asserted.

Reassuring the anjumans of their au-
tonomy, Gandhi added, “Behram is not
trying for legislation, just trying to bring
the problems into the open... Let mem-
bers think over them."”

Intermarriage

“For over 80 years we have sat on the
fence and patience is running out in one
section of the community,” Dastur noted
referring to the gender bias againsi
outmarried Parsi women and the latter’s
appeal to the BPP about three to four
years ago to open the Punchayet gov-
emed Godavara Agiary to their chil-
dren. He urged the council to come to
some decision which can then be de-
bated with the priests.

Asked about the current legal posi-
tion Gandhi cited the Privy Council judg-
ment in the Bella Case of 1925 which
had held that it was up to the trustees of
a fire-temple to allow the navjoted chil-
dren of intermarried Parsi women to
attend as their presence in no way de-
tracts from the benefits enjoyed by other
beneficiaries. Gandhi presented the ex-
ample of the Delhi Anjuman whose
amended constitution had, according to
Sethna, enabled the DPA 1o embrace
and maintain the 33 percent intermar-
ried population which had originally
tended o move away from the commu-
nity fold.

Poona Parsi Panchayat (PPP) and Fed-
eration vice president Eruch Irani repre-
sented the traditional, conservative view-
point, arguing that “trustees of agiaries
may notagree evenifthe anjuman does.”
He also contended, *We don’t have the
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numbers 1o fight, they (non-Parsis) have.
(By admitting) non-Parsi fathers® chil-
dren (into the fold) you are reducing the
slice available 1o community children.
Go 1o places like Poona and Bombay
where the interests are different, where
problems exist... (We are) not qualified
to speak on religion. 1 am bound by the
rules of my trust. If you (a non-Parsi)
want o be a Zoroastrian, go ahead but
(there is) no need 1o be a member of the
anjuman, because then you are thinking
in terms of enjoying anjuman privi-
leges!™

Sethna enunciated the debate in bald
terms: “Aapri milkar chaali jasé versus
aapri kaum khalaas thai jasé (the com-
munity will lose its wealth versus the
community will die out).” Noting that
mothers and grandmothers play a greater
role in the religious upbringing of chil-
dren, Sethna asserted that the DPA had
wrned down the request for the child’s
navjote of those intermarried persons
*who only want the show without the
knowledge or the commitment.”

But an unappeased Eruch Irani held
the Lt Gen guilty of “totally misleading
people... giving youth encouragement
o do what they feel like.” He argued,
*Every effort should be made to educate
children (in the traditional concept of
marrying within the community). Bring
them together from everywhere. Let
them interact. They will marry if they
interact.”

When Jamshedpur’s Zenobia Madon
protested, “We are (only) four girls of
ourage (and no men),” Eruch lrani coun-
seled them to “move out, interact,” sug-
gesting e-mail correspondence and at-
tendance at youth meets where they may
find a match. “Girls from Karachi have
got married in Bombay,” he noted.

But Rohinton Pithawalla, a Parsi
youth from Jamshedpur who is married
to a Parsi pointed oul the case of a well-
settled Parsi boy working for Tata Steel
with his own house in Jamshedpur who
waited 15 years to find a Parsi girl
before marrying out of the commu-
nity. Tamboly referred to the similar case
of acommunity activist in Bombay who
was to marry a non-Zoroastrian after
seeking 2 suitable Parsi spouse for 15
years.

Strangely, Eruch [rani’s response
underscored the same ground realities
that Gandhi, Sethna, Dastur and others
were alluding to, though he did not seem
to realize it: He said there used 1o be
hockey and football lournaments in
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Bombay where Parsi youths gathered
but now “each one is very busy. When
each one is ready to settle, it's oo late.
We have not been seeing new youth
faces (at the Federation) even though
Keki (Gandhi) has gone out of his way
to give an executive council seat to the
youth. But there is no enthusiasm.”

For each married

Parsi in Gujarat

there is one who
is unmarried

For each married Parsi there is one
who is unmaried, in Gujarat, noted
Sethna whose work on the NMC and on
the UNESCO project documenting Parsi
history and culture has necessitated fre-
quent visits to older Parsi settlements on
the west coast of India. “Even in Poona
how many children have you lost? Are
we going (o lose man, woman and their
children?” he challenged.

As Dastur had referred to the am-
biguous position of non-Parsi spouses
and their children in the community
Tamboly clarified that the BPP has
evolved the policy of making the Parsi
boy married out give a written undertak-
ing that on his demise the tenancy would
devolve on his children and not on his
non-Zoroastrian wife although the lady
can continue to reside there. Referring
to the 350-year-old BPP as the “second
oldest surviving trust in the world after
the Papacy.” Tamboly noted that change,
though slow, was recognized by it as
“the only constant.” Emphasizing the
need to spread awareness through dis-
cussion and education, Tamboly noted,
“Unless we change, none of us may be
able 1o survive.”

“The Parsi mother's child is at least
half Parsi — not necessarily the Parsi
father’s child,” opined Rabadi,

Jamshedpur's Dicky Mody recalled
that only one youth had accepted
Jamshed Irani's offer of jobs in Tata
Steel at the FOZYA meet in 1998, A
Jamshedpur girl said she was unable o
attend FOZY A meels because her par-
ents were (oo busy 1o accompany her
and did not approve of her going alone.
Pithawalla added that Jamshedpur
youths leave the steel city after complet-
ing their 12th standard because they are
“aware that ifthey goback to Jamshedpur
it would be very difficult to find a Parsi

spouse.” Eruch Irani replied, "Send us
the bio data of eligible boys and girls
and we’ll try our best.”

Commented Khurshed Bhesania,

“We all see ground realities with blink-
ers.”
“We have these problems because
we have mixed up community and reli-
gion... A priest of Zarathushtra has o
follow the dictates of Zarathushtra,”
noted Gandhi, advocating a more hu-
mane, inclusive approach lowards
spouses from other communities.

Sezdo

One of Dastur's points concerned sezdo
by non-Parsis after the paidust. “How
can our powerful prayers be so feeble as
o pollute a Parsi corpse just by the
offering of sezdo by non-Parsis?™ he
challenged.

The issue is relevant to all Parsi com-
munities, and more so in the mofussil
areas.

Dasiur's paper had been circulated
along with the Federations minutes, et¢
but there had been no response, com-
plained Gandhi, with particular refer-
ence to Bombay and Poona,

“Even if we discuss, (our response)
will still not be binding on mobeds. We
have no intention of discussing this since
our concentration is on housing and
other projects on hand.” declared Eruch
Irani.

“We are taking the view that since il
was not done in the last 20 years, we
shouldn't do it in the next 10 years!™
retorted Dastur, recalling the fak his
family had faced when his maternal
grandfather, “a great one-man benelac-
tor for Deolali-Nasik™ had died.

*It is a big problem for all small
anjumans,” agreed Cama adding, “We
should have a common code of con-
duct.,” His statement triggered protest
from the orthodox anjumans of Gujarat
seeking a ban on the discussion from the
chairman.

“This is not a law-making body,”
conceded Gandhi but he defended the
need for discussion saying, “The chair-
man can stop discussion only on the
ground of it being against the interest of
the communmity.”

Sethna reiterated how Sir Rustom
Vakil.amember of the Governor’s coun-
¢il had been presented a guard of honor
at Doongerwadi in 1909, “In Valsad, as
a boy, | remember bodies being taken
open to the Tower of Silence,” he noted.

continued on page 53
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OBSERVATION

The venerable verdict

According to Zoroastrian tenets all sources of pollution
should be destroyed promptly and with dignity, reiterates the author

ltwas extremely disheartening and deni-
grating to read the responses of Dasturs
(Drs) Firoze Kotwal and Kaikhusroo
JamaspAsa to the plea for guidance for-
warded by Adi Rabadi of Calcuuta con-
cerning the severe crisis re-
lated todokhmenashini. While
I fully respect the position of
both the Dasturs as custodians
of the Zarathushtrian faith, 1
would have valued their guid-
ance in evaluating the impor-
tance of the traditional mode
of disposal vis-i-vis other al-
ternatives.

There is no question in my
mind that “natural dokhme-
nashini” is perhaps the best
mode of disposal of putrefy-
ing matter, as when the
dokhma towers are located in
the wilderness away fromcivi-
lization. Khorshed Nagirashni
15 the ideal mode of cleansing decom-
posing organic matter, when the sun's
rays are accessible in abundance,

When the dokhma towers were con-
structed centuries ago in Bombay, Ban-
galore, Calcutta, Poonaand other places,
they were significantly removed from
civilization. Then, they served their pur-
pose. Time however does not stand still
and the system today is atrociously in-
adequate because of spreading human
habitation, changing weatherconditions,
depletion of scavenger birds, shortage
of nassessalars and last, but not the least,
shortage of funds.

The modalities suggested 1o
strengthen the “venerated time-tested
system” are;

*Harnessing solar energy to expedite
dehydration

*Improving air quality control through
the use of ozone gas

*Generating a species of microbes by
using a spray of herbal compesition
*Breeding vultures in aviaries.
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Ervad (Dr) Jehan Bagli

The inadequacies of all these modes
of “strengthening’ has been discussed
by Dr M. D. Disawalla (Readers’™ Fo-
rum, Parsiana, February 2000, August
2000). He also suggested, “The only

A doklumea (circa 1906): "svarem
today is atrociously inadequaie”

logical solution is to erect & modern
electric crematorium at Doongerwadi.”
The idea is worthy of discussion from
the vantage point of  Zarathushtrian
theology.

Mention of fire in the Gathas of
Zarathushtra has sanctified this element
of nature which was already used in the
religious rites long before the time of the
Prophet. In fact Asho Zarathushtra
equated this element to an incarnation of
Mazda in the physical world. This we
recognize in the metaphor of Atfire
Aluremazdac Puthre in the liturgy of
Atash Nyvaish. The liturgy clearly distin-
guishes the fires that are worthy of wor-
ship, vizatash-e-behram, atash-¢c-adarian
and atash-e-dadgah. These are the con-
secrated fires that are sanctified through
prayers and rituals and elevated 1o usher
within them an embodiment of Ahura
Mazda. They are the very representa-

tion of absolute purity and absolute righ-
teousness, the very implication of the
concept of Asha in the physical world.

The generalization that “fire is sa-
cred in the Zarathushtrian religion™ and
that the act of cremation des-
ecrates the holy fire is a no-
tion that is grossly overrated
and demands understanding,
History has recorded that fat
from sacrificed animals and
pieces of omentum, together
with dry wood, was a cus-
tomary Zaothra (offering)
made to the hearth fire 10
keep it aglow (Boyce, His-
ey of Zorvoastrianism, Vol
I, pp 153-155).

Apart from Zarathushirian
theology, it must be under-
stood that fire, by its very
nature, is o preserver and a
destroyer. [tcan destroy good
aswell as evil. It has the awesome power
Lo ransmute ﬂil'g{ll'tiu SI.I:I}IH[HHE{ES o gil.'\'l.‘ﬁ
and to reduce inorganic substances o
ashes. This duality of the holy fire of
Mazda is also reflected in the Garhas.
The great Manthran Zarathushtra re-
veals (Yasna 31.19, 20; 34.4) that the
sacred fire is the preserver of the righ-
teous (zood) and the destroyer of the
deceitful (evil).

“Thy fire Lord, which possesses
strength through truth and which is the
swiftest.fforceful thing to be of clear
helptothy supporter but of visible harm,/
with the powers in his hands, to Thy
enemy, Wise one (Insler, Yasna 34.4).”

A fire that engulfs a house of another
human being is not sacred by any mea-
sure and must be swiftly extinguished.
In contrast, a pile of waste matter that is
being put ablaze must be allowed 1o
incinerate until all the polluting matteris
converted o gaseous elements. A hu-
man dead body i1s nothing more than
decaying waste maller, a source of con-



tagion. Any contagion by Gathic pre-
cepls must be removed from the envi-
ronment of the living as it violates the
Gathic principle of Asha. The purity
laws of Zarathushtrian religion demand
that such a source of pollution be de-
stroyed promptly and with dignity.

An analysis of the present system
reveals that we have been using the
natural source of that eternal fire — the
sun — that is continuously aglow in the
universal space to destroy the evil of
putrefying matter. The surface tempera-
ture of the sun is 10,000-12,000°F. Ttis
the heat of that natural fire from an
average distance of 93 million miles that
carries out a slow degeneration of de-
caying matter. The birds of prey only
selectively remove some portions of the
carcass, while much of the cadaver is
left 1o be slowly cremated by the heatof
the sun. Thus the age-old tradition of
Khorshed Nagirashni is nothing more
than a process of slow cremation.

The modern electric crematoria are
designed to provide sufficient heat to
cremate the organic matter to ashes
within a short period. The concept that
such an act is a desecration of the holy
fire has no doctrinal base. The flames
involved, if any, are not of a consecrated
fire. More importantly, any Names emit-
ted are being fully utilized to destroy the
evil of contagion, to prevent pollution,
to purify the environment for the living
and to refresh the world. All this is
entirely consistent with the Zarathush-
trian canon. The use of the heat of firein
cremation can be visualized as analo-
gous to the fire that will arise out of the
molten metal to affect the final purifica-
tion and resurrection to Frashokereti
(Bundalishn, Ch 34.18-20).

It is sinful 1o drag the current un-
healthy siluation to its extreme in the
name of Zarathushtrian tradition, en-
dangering the lives of those who work in
the vicinity. The distressed community
in India needs clear guidance. This must
come in unequivocal terms from the
custodians of our faith. In the absence of
the facility of dokhmenashini, Kotwal,
in his true wisdom, has said, “the method
of choice should be cremation over burial
as Zarathushti ienets forbid the preserva-
tion of nasa-neganih — dead matter”
(FEZANA Journal, Winter 1998, pg 11).
The facilities in India are fast approach-
ing extinction. It is time for the prelates
to show divine wisdom in their guid-
ance. May Ahura Mazda enlighten their
path.
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Marble memories

Author-publisher Marzban Giara records for
the first time a history of Parsi statues

Hilla P. Guzder

They have adomed city streets for de-
cades, memories in marble and bronze,
ofttimes reduced to mere perches for
pigeons or pegs for peddlers” wares.
Resurrected to deserving glory in Parsi
Starwes published in October 2000, the
author Marzban J. Giara spent “nearly
three years of intense effort and per-
sonal visits around (Bombay), Udvada,
MNavsari, Surat and Vyara™ to bring lo
light the heritage immortalized in sculp-
wre over the past 150 years in India,
Pakistan and Iran. The book also con-
tains a section on stamps, first day and
special covers issued between 1950-
2000 in these three countries.

Mot surprisingly, of the 226 stalues
(including busts and medallions) listed
with color photographs, as many as 134
are in Bombay, accounting for 61 per-
cent of the total. In some cases, the book
notes, the original plaques are missing,
in others the statue itself is missing! An
alphabetical listing makes reference
easy. Giaraquotesin his book Sir Stanley
Reed, at one time the editorof The Times
af India who wrote: “No city owed more
o the generosity of ils citizens than
Bombay. The Parsis led the way. One
fine endowment after another bears wit-
ness to their spirit of philanthropy. If
anyone were inclined to look askance,
let them find a parallel in Asia for this
outpouring of Parsi philanthropic gen-
erosity.”

The book tells us of statues in places
which were at the time of their installa-
tion far from the beaten path — a statue
of noted builder Shapoorji Pallonji al
Waiinthe Sataradistrict of Maharashira,
a medallion of Bai Ratanbai Pestonji
Kapadia atop the entrance gale of a
market in Matheran, a bronze replica of
“butter man™ Pestonji Edulji Polson at
the Polson Model Dairy in Patna {Bihar)
and Anand (Gujarat) etc. The Tata fam=
ily, with 25 statues listed, have the larg-
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est number, with Jamsetji Tata account-
ing for no less than 12 statues in Banga-
lore, Magpur, Jamshedpur, Navsari,
Bombay and Sisodara in Gujarat. Not
far behind are the Wadias, Petits,
Jejeebhoys, Cowasjee Jehangirs and
other well-known families, with numer-
ous details of their life and work bring-
ing the statues to life.

The earliest individual to be com-
memorated in marble appears 1o be
Framjee Cowasjee Banaji (1767-1851)
whose statue in the Banaji Atash Behram
at Thakurdwarin Bombay bears nodate.
The book however lists Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, first baronet, as the first Parsi
statueerected in 1849 at the Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy Parsee Benevolent Institution
at Fort,

Frominteresting nuggets of informa-
tion provided we learn that Coomi
Sohrab Bharoocha, founderof the Happy
Home and School for the Blind at Worli
was not only a dedicated social worker
butatalented painter and dancer as well,
winning prizesin ballrcom dancing; that
Dr Rustam Bomanji Billimoria, who
founded the Bel Air Sanatorium for TB
patients at Panchgani, would travel ev-
ery weekend to Panchgani by “train,
horse cart or bullock cart” to treat pa-
tients; that Sir Shapoorji Burjorji Broacha
donated three lakh rupees for building a
hostel in Banaras; or that Sir Muncherjee
Merwanjee Bhownagree had a corridor
built in memory of his sister Avanbai
who died in 1888 at a costof £4,000in
the Indian museum attached to the Im-
perial Institute of London!

We are told that Sir (Dr) Tehmulji
Nariman, founder of the Parsi Lying-in
Hospital, was married for 86 years, hav-
ing tied the nuptial bond at age five; that
Sir Dorabji Tata, famed for his benevo-
lences, was a keen sportsman who rode
on horseback from Bombay to Khadki,
a distance of 106 miles in over nine

hours; that Kaikhushroo R. P. Shroff
whose marble bust in pheta and dugla
stands on the 25th floor of Jeejeebhoy
Towers (the new building of the Stock
Exchange) had an unbroken tenure of
43 years as president of the Bombay
Stock Exchange; that Avabai Petit gave
Rs 20,000 to the government to build a
separate ward for Parsis at the lunatic
asylum in Poona or that Sir Dinshaw
Petit donated a hospital for lepers at
Ratnagiri. Among the more recent stat-
ues cataloged are those of the Jokhi
family.

Statues in Pakistan include those of
the Dinshaw, Mehta and Soparivala
families, Khan Bahadur Sir Kavasjee
Hormusjee Katrak, Ardeshir Hormusji
Mama, etc. Some of these have been
relocated at the residences of the
Cowasjee family in Karachi as a few
had, stated Giara, earlier been vandal-
ized,

Stawes of Iran which have been docu-
mented include a 20-foot one of the
Sassanian king Shapoor [, who died in
271 AC, which was lying at the mouth of
a cave on a mountain near Bishapur and
was re-crected on the orders of Shah
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. A bronze
image of Firdausi Toosi, weighing two
and a half tons and presented 1o the
people of Iran by India’s Zoroastrian
communily, was unveiled by Reza Shah
in 1945, Statues of Firdausi are also o
be found in the Iran League office at
Navsari Building on Dadabhai Naoroji
Road at Fort, in the 13-hectare Ferdowsi
Park in Tehran and outside his tomb in
Khorasan in Iran. A bronze bust of the
venerable Maneckji Limji Hataria is lo-
cated in the atash behram in Yezd; one
of Pestonji Dossabhoy Marker at the
Marker School also in Yezd.

Mot content with descriptions of the
statues and their subjects, Giara has in-
corporated details of canopies and foun-
tains, including a detailed description of
the well-known*“Ubha" or “Khada Parsi"
(Cursetjee Manockjee Shroff)at Byculla
Bridge, standing almost 50 feet above
the ground on an elegant Corinthian
column, regal in dress and deportment,
a replica of a prize-winning sculpture
made for the Chilean government and
displayed at an international exhibition
in 1362 in London. Sadly, the statue,
which used to serve the dual purpose of



Surveving the scene (from left, first row): Sir Dinshaw Manockjee
Petit at Bhatia Baug; Sir Cowasjee Jehanghier Readymoney ouiside
University Convocation Hall: (second row) Manockjee Eduljee
Allbless ar Allbless Baug: Lady Sakarbai Dinshaw Perir at the
Hospital for Animals at Parel; Dadabhai Naoroji on book jacket



fountain and public lighting (lit by gas
lamps) is today dwarfed by the adjacent
flyovers, the carbon monoxide of roar-
ing traffic its constant companion. The
book also mentions the Sanjan Stambh
and the War Memorial at Khareghat
Colony.

Unnoticed in the anonymity of a bus-
tling city are medallions like the one of
the second baronet Sir Jamsetjee
Iejeebhoy on the facade of the Central
Railway headquarters at Victoria Ter-
minus (now Chhatrapati Shivaji Termi-
nus).

To add further interest, Giara has
also mentioned the names of the sculp-
tors, how the money was raised, who did
the unveiling, etc. Dates of the subjects
and events include the Parsi year, mah
and roz wherever possible.

The colorful section on philately,
though not complete, includes a first
day cover of the charter of Cyrus the
Great, issued on his 2500th anniversary
by Indian Posts and Telegraphs and the
stamp issued by Iran.

At a slide show cum talk on the book
organized by the K. R. Cama Oriental
Institute and the Rahnumae Mazdayas-
nan Sabha at the K. R. Cama Library
Hall on November 22, 2000, Cowasjee
Dinshaw {(Adenwalla) commended
Giara, who authors, publishes and dis-
tributes books and cassettes on Zoroas-
trian themes, Yor his “consistent track
record in bringing out new publications
on his own resources, withoul sponsor-
ship.” Among the “firsts” 10 Giara’s
credit, besides Parsi Starues, are the
pictorial Global Directory of Zoroas-
rian FireTemples and The Zoroastrian
Pilgrim’s Guide published in 1998 and
1999 respectively.

The inspiration for Parsi Srarues,
narrated Giara, arose during a “Walking
Tour of Parsi Landmarks in Bombay” in
February 1998 led by Khojeste Mistree
and organized by the British Coungil
Library, when a young girl asked him
(Giara) if he could give her a list of Parsi
statues and where they were located in
Bombay.

“A striking quality of the statues is
their character,” long noses et al, stated
Giara. Parsis used to poke theirnoses, he
Jested, into a variety of social causes,
seeking to uphold human values, liberty
and rights of individuals, particularly
women and children, against obnoxious
practices like child miarriage, ete. Most
of those commemorated in sculpture’
came from very humble backgrounds,
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he stated, and acquired their wealth by
sheer dintof industry, yet never flaunted
it, preferring to leave their footprints in
the sands of time through their catholic
charities.

Errors of proofreading and other mi-
nor errors notwithstanding, the book
provides a valuable springboard for fur-
ther research on the subject. Published
by Giara, printed at Jenaz Printers and
sold at Rs 2,000, the 336-page book was
released by Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy at
the K. R. Cama Oriental Institute on
November 10, 2000.

Parsi Statees is available from
Marzban J. Giara, Dhunmai Building,
667, Lady Jehangir Road, Dadar,
Bombay 400014. Tel: 4166204, E-mail:
giara@vsnl.com

A salute to Seervai
They were discussing the legal merits of
the ban on a book on the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi. Extracts were being
read from the book titled Gandhi Hatva
Ané Mee (Gandhi’s Assassination and 1)
written by Gopal Godse, one of the
conspirators in the plot when Hormusji
(Homi} M. Seervai saw a resemblance
10 Shakespeare’s Mark Antony in the
passages. He rose, strode up and down
the chamber and recited by heart
Antony's speech from Julins Caesar
which begins with the words, “Friends,
Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears;
I come 1o bury Caesar, not te praise
him.”

After reciling the entire

Jahagirdar (left) releasing the
book on Seervai (above) while
Ookerjee looks on. Right:

Feroza Seervai

THE sEERY AT LEGADY

speech Seervai asked what time it was
and upon being told it was about five, he
adjourned the meeting for the day stat-
ing that he had to leave as his wife
“Feroza must be downstairs™ waiting in
the car.

The incident demonstrated three char-
acteristics of the late noted jurist, nar-
rated retired Bombay High Court Judge
R. A. Jahagirdar. They were Seervai's
“depth of knowledge of English litera-
ture, his phenomenal memory™ and his
commitment to the family. Chief guest
Jahagirdar was addressing a gathering
at The Asiatic Society of Bombay in the
Town Hall on Seervai's birth anniver-
sary on December 5, 2000 while releas-
ing the book The Seervai Legacy: Es-
says, Speeches, Tributes, Letters edited
by his wife, Feroza.

On truth or courage Seervai would
never compromise, recalled noted jurist
and Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament
Fali Nariman who like Seervai also prac-
ticed in the chambers of Sir Jamshedji
Kanga, the renowned jurist. Once when
Seervai stood by his opinion in a par-
ticular matter even though Kanga took
an opposing view, Seervai offered 1o
resign if Kangaso desired. Kanga would
not hear of it, said Nariman.

“Maharashira never had a more illus-
trious advocate general than Seervai and
probably will never have,™ stated Nari-
man. Seervai was the “bulidop of the
government of Maharashtra,” guarding
the State’s interest, he said.
Referring to Seervai's mag-
num opus, Constitutional
Law of India — A critical
commeniary, Nariman
termed him “the leading
constitutional historian of
his time."

Dr Sheryar Ookerjee, a
former professorof philoso-
phy at Bombay's Wilson
College and a
long-time fam-
ily friend of the

Seervais, re-
called how
Feroza had

stated that afier
obtaining her
BA she did not intend to get mar-
ried for 10 years in order o con-
tinue research. When she married
Seervai, Ookerjee asked her why
she changed her mind 10 which
she replied, “I'll learn a lot more
from Homi.”



It was Seervai's practice to buy three
small bars of Cadbury chocolate every
day for his children, recalled Ookerjee.
Once when he was in Lonavla, another
lawyer M. P. Lad ook him to a local
shop to purchase the chocolate. On be-
ing informed by Lad that Seervai was
the advocate general of Maharashira,
the shopkeeper pulled out some im-
ported, smuggled chocolate assuming
they would be more to Seervai's liking.
The jurist declined, noting, “We don’t
do such things.”

Ookerjee recommended four chap-
ters in particular for lay readers from the
212-page book published by Feroza
Seervai and distributed by the Universal
Law Publishing Company Private Lim-
ited (C-FF-1A, Ansal's Dilkhush Indus-
trial Estate, G. T. Karnal Road, Delhi
110033, e-mail: unilaw@vsnl.com;
price: Rs 350). They are “Goodness,”
“Religious Freedom Under Our Consti-
tution and Social Reform,” “Babri
Masjid” and “Prof J. C. P. d" Andrade”
(Seervai’s professor).

Noted jurist Atul Setalvad recalled
Seervai’s generosity. Strangers would
walk into his office asking for assistance
and Seervai would ensure they didn’t
leave empty-handed. This, Setalvad

noted, was in addition to the “regular
and systematic” donations he would
make 1o charitable and other deserving
organizations,

“Maharashtra never
had a more
illustrious advocate
general than Seervai
and probably
will never have”

“At6.45 p.m. he and Ms Seervai met
forawalk,” said Setalvad. Seervai would
daily read extracts from books to his
children.

Seervai “never gave any wrong in-
formation in court... he was an outstand-
ing, fearless advocate,” asserted
Setalvad. When hisuprighiness and hon-
esty did not find favor with the
Maharashtra government they “ereated
a situation™ whereby he was forced (af-
ter a 17-year tenure) to resign on prin-
ciple. They didn’t have “the courage 1o
ask him to leave,” remarked Setalvad.

Civil libertarian and member of The

Asiatic Society managing commitlee
Yogesh Kamdar, while thanking Feroza
for bringing out “such a wonderful book
about Seervai,” pointed out the couple’s
son Navroz's contribution in preparing
the volume.

Addressing the gathering briefly
Feroza mentioned that Homi and she
were married for 56 years. She recalled
how The Asiatic Society had played a
part in theircourtship. She was research-
ing a subject, “The right to revolt,” (a
remark that evoked considerable laugh-
ter from the audience) and was to meet
Homi one evening at the Society to help
resolve a friend’s problems. Homi was
uncharacteristically late for the meeting
and when Feroza asked him the reason,
he replied the tram in which he was
traveling had caught fire. “It was prob-
ably symptomatic of his heart catching
fire” shortly thereafter, she opined!

Dr B. R. Rairikar, president of the
Society, chaired the function and
Vimal Shah, honorary secretary, wel-
comed the gathering, informing them
that Seervai was an honorary Fellow
of the Society. Dr Mani Kamerkar,
chairperson of the public lectures and
cultural events committee of the Soci-
ely, was also present,
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SEEKING NEW DIRECTIONS
continued from page 44

Added Bhesania, “In Jamshedpur we al-
low non-Parsis even to carry the coffin.”

Education

Dastur recommended that “the commu-
nity stop invesling in educational inst-
tutions” since less than two percent of
the student population in Parsi controlled
schools are Parsis. Instead, he suggested
free funding of “culting edge” educa-
tion like medicine and engineering Lo
help students compete for the limited
number of open seats. In one case the
Federation was told, the BPP has sanc-
tioned an outright grant of two lakh
rupees (from the five lakh required) and
one crore has been set aside by the BPP
for the purpose.

Responding to eritics who complain
that students who go for studies abroad
never return, Dastur said, “Wherever
they go they'll remain Parsis. Rather
than get some inconsequential job here,
let them stay there and contribute so that
the next generation can be educated.”

Sethna suggested that such funds
should also cover new technologies like
genetic engineering, information tech-
nology, entertainment technology, ete.
He reminded the delegates that the late
politician-diplomat Homi Taleyarkhan
had secured two reserved seats for Parsis
in Karnataka and Gujarat “*but we don’t
push and we lose them.”

Noting with pride that Lt Gen Rustom
MNanavati has taken over as chief of staff,
Morthern army command, Air Marshall
Manek Madan as air staff officer West-
ern air command and Air Commodore
Fali H. Major as air officer commanding
Leh Ladakh, Sethna added unhappily
that there were very few flight-lieuten-
ants or cadets 1o take their place in
future.

The special coaching for civil and

From left (top row): Dara
Mahudawala, Sarosh Ginwalla,
Batlivala, Pilleo Ginwalla, Shirin
Mahudawala and Mandviwalla;
{second row): Patel, Havovi and Sam
Antia, Dicky and Zarine Mody, and
Marazban Wadia; (third row); Pesi
Wadia, Debara, Khurshed Bhesania,
Coomi Bhesania, Madon and Banoo
Billimoria; {(fourth row): Jamshed and
Tehmi Sidhwa, Gool Ardeshir,
Vandrevala, Dotivala and Rubina
Bodhanwala; (last row): youngsiers
regaling the andience and girls
singing a monafeat
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military services instituted by the BFP
underits former CEOQ Rustom Anklesaria
in the 1980s had resulted in only one
entry — that of Alice Pastakia from
Godrej Baug who has been inducted
into the Maharashira Public Service
Commission, informed BPP senior ex-
ccutive Sheroo Master,

Sethna believed that coaching for the
services and the professions should be-
gin with special teaching aid to students
of standards X and XI and Tamboly
assured him that high school students
were being coached for cutting edge
results at the Spenta Coaching Classes
on payment of Rs 5,000 for the whole
year. He acknowledged the Hongkong
anjuman’s contribution to the scheme.
Gandhi suggested additional general
knowledge grounding to enable Parsi
children o take advantage of programs
like Kaun Banega Crorepari.

An ancillary discussion focused on
the misuse of funds for general educa-
tion by some students. Master noted that
some students go from trust to truslt
collecting funds for the same require-
ments, spending the excess on unneces-
sary luxuries, *We ask (other) trusts to
stamp the amount donated on their fee or
book receipts,” but few trusts care to do
0. Inthe Punchayet where this systemis
followed, “people tell us, don’t stamp
the front, only the back!"™ which, said
Master, can then be covered up.

Sethna recalled that Surat Parsi
Panchayat (SPP) president Dr Sam
Bhacca had told him that “people come
in brand new cars and demand the few
missing books” among the lot provided
by the SPP.

Delegates like Rusi Billimoria of
Delhi and Pithawalla suggested the in-
stitution of a coordinating body of trusts
to prevent such unscrupulous leeching
of community charitics. Master informed
them of efforts dating back to 1945
which had repeatedly run aground on
the power perception and egos of trust-
cesof individual trusts. Guzder, as chair-
man of the Lizison Committee (a body
instituted for the purpose in the 1940s),
had written to each trust on the matter
but did not receive a single response,
said Dastur, adding. “This is the apathy
on which misuse is based... We are try-
ing to create a system, but (our words)
are falling on deaf ears!” Gandhi re-
called the Federation’s effort to found a
Council of Trusts to spare students seek-
ing higher education from sending forms
and annexures o each individual trust
and from multiple interviews “but the

trusts said *Ifstudents want money they”1l
do what we want!""

Even the simple expedient of asking
students for an account of the money
givenistoomuch trouble for some trusts
while others do not have the machinery
to implement it, as noted Master.

Does the money provided for educa-
tion return 1o the community or does it
get totally dissipated? asked Jamshed-
pur's Zarine Mody. To this Tamboly
replied that a “large number (of donees)
do start repaying” but the source is so far
“only a trickle.” Dastur further noted
that loan scholarships have a 20-year
frame and that in 1998 two students who
could not generate their total require-
ments returned what the Punchayet had
granted them. The BPP had also written
to parents and guardians of students
they had helped and received more than
Rs 11 lakhs. It also established that the
students were “studying and not philan-
dering.”

Merger of fires

With unfrequented agiaries always ask-
ing for nibhav (maintenance/repair)
funds, Dastur advocated the merger of
fires of proliferated agiaries like the
ones in Neemuch and Uran where a few
residents/picnickers offer kathi. Having
gone through a series of religious texts,
Dastur said he has found no argument
against such merger. Nor have the high
pricsts, who vetoed the proposition when
consulted, been able to pinpoint scrip-
tural authority in support of their con-
tention, maintained Dastur. With six
agiaries in Bharuch, eight in Surat (and
20inits environs according to Tamboly)
with hardly any votaries and an acute
paucity of priests, Dastur recommended
that such fires be merged and the real
estate converted into badly needed edu-
cational and medical funds for old age
relief. Based on their experience of two
agiaries in Bombay, the BPPissaid tobe
spending Rs 110 a day on kathi per fire.
Though the MNargel and Saronda
anjumans have planted bawal on their
lands, the trees will take 25 years Lo
grow, he added. Noting that “fires are
dying out,” Cama proposed the filing of
cy prés petitions todivert agiary fundsto
other uses.

Gandhi suggested the practical alter-
native of moving several fires under a
common roof. Then “only the kathi ex-
pense will remain and we will carry the
high priests with us,” he contended,
“Only the hurdle of trustees and benefi-
ciaries would remain.”



Eruch Irani described it as a religious
problem for Bombay and Bharuch and
suggested that such agiaries be identi-
fied and their trustees approached. “How
will it help to discuss it here (at the
Federation)?" he asked, But Ginwalla
felt the need of the Federation’s advice.
Sethna identified the problem as a need
1o “create awareness in the community.
Only after that trustees will pay heed.”

“Influential people in the Federation
should take up the matter with people
concerned,” advocated Gandhi citing
the example of Bharuch's Doongaji
Agiary fire whose move 1o Bombay's
Godrej Baug had been blocked by a
local Zoroastrian's protest. (There was a
similarepisode with the Langrana Agiary
fire in Bombay.)

Marazban Wadia of Davier voiced
the conservative viewpoint: “We have
come to the Federation to help save our
institutions. You (are not able o) re-
move a single Muslim tomb or Hindu
temple,” he contended, implying the
Federation's impotence when it came to
challenging other communities. He then
launched into the virtues of the Davier
Agiary and noted that there was enough
space around it, only two hours’ journey
from Bombay, which could be used to

build homes for Parsis. Cama tried 1o
reason with him that Dastur was “only
talking of agiaries which are not being
maintained,” but Wadia grumbled, “No-
body knows how many problems we
have with non-Parsis.”

Begging

Claiming to have identified 500 Parsi
beggars in Bombay Dastur informed
the council that the BPP has decided
to “stop doles to able-bodied 60-year-
old males who have remained unem-
ployed for five or more years.” Con-
tending that “indiscriminate dole giv-
ing emasculates any community,”
Dastur asked, “Can we train them ina
craft to become self employed?” He
said he was thinking in terms of 40-
435-year-olds, exemplting pathological
cases and wondered if the BPP should
try to set up STD/ISD booths for those
under 70 years of age.

When the delegates dissented from
Dastur’s estimale, saying there existed
only 40 to 50 Parsi beggars, Dastur
invited them to sit in with Master and
“see how many who do nothing come to
Sheroo.”

Ginwalla concurred, saying such
unemployeds in Bharuch own “fridges

and motoreycles without working by
writing to anjumans all over the country
(while) refusing our efforts to provide
xerox machines,” etc which would pro-
vide an honest income.

Adtributing the problem to the “sur-
plus incomes of charities in Bombay"
which encourages people, including 30-
35-year-old men, to subsist on doles,
Tamboly noted that such income has to
be spent by March 31 each year to avoid
taxation. A better course would be to
apply for cy prés so that the funds could
be utilized for entrepreneurship/medi-
cal care, elc.

Referring to “very old, very sick la-
dies in Gujarat,” Sethna felt that it might
be better to substitute doles by estab-
lishing soup kitchens, providing them
cooked food instead of anaj (food
grains). It would necessitate “an attitu-
dinal change at all levels of the commu-
nity, looking at the question of charity
as a whole,” as poverty is leading to
major socioeconomic problems.

Entreprencurship

With the registering of the Zoroastrian
Investment Corporation Private Lim-
ited and the Centre for Promotion of
Entrepreneurship, the “legal ground-
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work has been done.” The BPP's initial
contribution has been Rs 20 lakhs. The
goal, in the primary phase, is to raise
three crore rupees, said Dastur.

He suggested that the community har-
ness advancing technology to improve
the efficiency of traditional pursuits like
farming, kusti weaving, etc by the use of
drip-irrigation and mechanized looms and
wondered if local anjumans could benefit
from the expertise of Zoroastrians of out-
standing merit like Prof Soli Arcivala
whois currently with one of the UN group
of organizations.

Tamboly who, in his capacity as
managing trustee of World Zoroastrian
Organisation (WZO) trusts, has been
helping farmers and their families in
Gujarat over the past decade, ruled out
drip-irrigation as too expensive even Lo
install. But with compulsory training for
marginal farmers whose land is less than
five acres at the Tata Institute of Mar-
ginal Farming, modern methods of agri-
culture, dairy and poultry farming have
been introduced and “the farmers are
now on the road to prosperity in Gujarat,”
he noted. Also in Navsari more than 50
Parsi ladies earn between Rs 2,000-3,000
per month. Would mechanizing kusti
weaving start another controversy? won-
dered Tamboly. Billimoria and Eruch
Irani suggested asurvey of kusti makers
for suggestions/problems.

“What happens to farmers whose
lands are eroded by floods?" asked
Ginwalla. “Each and every family is
rehabilitated (though) we can'thelp with
soil erosion” of land on river banks,
explained Tamboly. Learing from ex-
perience (they once harvested a bumper
crop of watermelons which proved to be
too far away from the market to be
lucrative) the farmers under the WZO
umbrella are concentrating on sugar-
cane with due regard to maintaining the
water table. On the marketing side the
emphasis is on “trying to eliminate
middlemen.”

Religious education
The last of Dastur’s marathon non-offi-
cial agenda dealt with religious educa-
tion. He suggested the English transla-
tion of all Zoroastrian scriptures and
their free distribution to community in-
stitutions. It was the request from the
Lahore Anjuman for scriptural books
{which the BPP and the Union Press
dispatched) which prompted him.
Rabadi’s reaction was that such pub-
lications only “gather dust.” Sethna noted
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that most people are “averse toreading,”
but renditions of Zoroastrian history and
seriptures acted out by children as in
Delhi, Madras and Jamshedpur helps
them and the audience to receive the
message. He cited the instance of people
telling himata public meeting in Gujarat
that they had “received more religious
instructions from the tots than they had
received ever before."(Delhi’s Farohar
Club, for children aged three and above,
had toured Gujarat a few years ago giv-
ing renditions based on theirunderstand-
ing of the religion as taught them by
Piloo Jungalwalla.) The basic require-
ment is 1o buttress the “ability to under-
stand the faith,” stressed Sethna,

Individual anjumans

DPA’s Jamshed Sidhwa announced that
they had inducted a second mobed at a
salary of Rs 7,000 per month plus medi-
care, welfare and leave travel amount-
ing to Rs 21,000 per annum. The seven
lakh rupee donation from Piloo Jungal-
walla towards a library-cum-meeting
room in her husband’s memory will
include a computer room for the benefit
of dharamshala residents. The Travel
Corporation of India has provided the
computer.

After a closely contested three-yearly
election a new board of PPP trustees has
been elected which will take over from
January 1, 2001, Eruch Irani informed
the gathering. Besides Eruch [Irani it
includes Firdosh Kayani, scion of the
renowned bakery, chartered accountant
Mancher Irani, former principal of
Dastur School Bapsy Postwalla, advo-
cate Dara Irani, businessman Porusasp
Mehta and entrepreneur Jamshed
Bokdawala.

The PPP's preoccupation with hous-
ing has resulted in three buildings which
are complete except for painting and lift
installation. The 120 flats of 700 sq fi
will be allocated to Parsis from all over
the country on leave and license basis at
arentin the region of Rs 500-600. Asthe
total cost of Rs 10 crores has been borne
by donors, the PPP is bound by an agree-
ment that permits the donor trust 50
percent allocation rights and a say in the
format of the allocation forms, noted
Eruch Irani. Two more buildings are
expected to be completed in 2002,

In order to repair its agiary the Saronda
anjuman is seeking Rs 1,20,000 to build a
gumbaz (9" x 9" x 16"} to house the fire

while the work is in progress as also to
repair its hall, as per Palsetia. Guzder
pledged Rs 20,000 and Ginwalla on be-
half of Bharuch and Ardeshir on behalf of
Jamshedpur pledged Rs 5,000 each.

Pilloo Ginwalla (née Vakharia) of
Bharuch recounted agiary renovations
and construction of a dokhma wall. But
their current preoccupation is the resto-
ration of Jamshed Baug and the H. B.
Vakharia Dare Meher, a property for-
merly used for weddings and housing a
dharamshala, but which has completely
deteriorated due to the ineffectiveness
of its last surviving trustee who passed
away in August. “The property is with-
out an owner or keeper. The Bharuch
Parsi Punchayet has asked other descen-
dants of that family to take itup.” Hence
Pilloo Ginwallaisinvolved in the praject
where they want to establish a guest
house cum dharamshala with a small
dadgah and, more specifically, an old
age home as “more than 70 percent of
(Bharuch’s) population is over 70 years
old.”

Sarosh and Pilloo Ginwalla and Dara
and Shirin Mahudawala were represent-
ing the Bharuch anjuman at the Federa-
tion at the request of its current trustees.

Secunderabad representative Omin
Debarareported that there was nochange
on the issue of the anjuman’s legal status
vis-3-vis the State Endowment Fund.
The matter had been substantially de-
bated in Madras. Nor was there any new
report on the matter of the Surat dokhma
lands which have been requisitioned by
the Gujarat government.

The Davier anjuman would like to re-
trieve its old library rented to non-Parsis
at Rs 40 per month, reported Wadia.
Allahabad's jashan hall needs repair esti-
mated at Rs 1.5 lakhs, according lo its
president Capt Homi Dandiwalla. Its
aramgah has also been damaged by floods.

Baroda United Zoroastrian Y outh is plan-
ning to host an all-India Zoroastrian mat-
rimonial meettitled “HeartMeet” on April
7 and 8, 2001. Bomi Talati informed the
council that they had invited noted social
worker Mithoo Jesia and her team to set
the ball rolling for the mix-and-match
session for marriageable youth.

World Congress
In addition to the 15 students from all
over India sponsored by the Morth



American community who were o be
quartered with individual families, the
BPP had sponsored 14 with travel grants
and two fully, noted Master. These 16
youths were also to participate in a tour
of North America after the Congress,
added Guzder.

Tocommemorate the first World Con-
gress held in North America (where one
of the special events was the burial of a
time capsule), asimilar one was buried on
Sanjan Day in a spol adjacent 10 the
Stambh, The capsule, donated by the house
of Godrej, enclosed copies of the Garhas
and Avesra and miniatures of items like
the gyan, chamach, chipyo, afargan,
pichori, padan and a copy of the manpatra
to the first Sir Jamseljee lejeebhoy, elabo-
rated Dastur and thanked the Sanjan and
Saronda anjumans.

Udvada

The delegates had been concerned about
the status of Udvada as a yatradham/
pavitra yatradham as first noted by the
late Marazban Patrawala,

Sethna explained that yatradham is a
place that the government supports o
make il attractive for people to visit; a
pavitra yatradham being a holy site open
to tourists. This would be “impossible in
Udvadaunless something very drastic is
done by the community and the govern-
ment,” he noted.

Those attending the Federation meeting
were: Capt Homi and Shireen
Dandiwalla from Allahabad; Sarosh and
Pilloo Ginwalla and Dara and Shirin
Mahudawala from Bharuch; Jamshed
Guzder, Dinshaw Tamboly, Behram
Dastur, Sheroo Master, Mehli Colahand
Gool Kias from Bombay; Nauzer Batli-
vala, Adi and Bapsy Rabadi from
Calcutta; Marazban Wadia from Davier:
Lt Gen Adi Sethna, Keki Gandhi, Rusi
Billimoria, F. Sidhwa and Jamshed
Sidhwa from Delhi; Omin Debara from
Hyderabad-Secunderabad; Dr Jamshed
and Daisy Irani, Jehangir Ardeshir, Belh
Bodhanwalla, Khurshed Bhesania,
Firdose Vandrevala, Navzar Dotivala,
Dicky and Zarine Mody, Sam and
Havovi Antia, Pesi Wadia, Rohinton
Pithawalla, Zenobia Madon, Banoo
Billimoria and Coomi Bhesania (rom
Jamshedpur; Eruch Irani from Poona;
Homi Palsetia, Sarosh Punawalla, Din-
shaw Patel and Jehangir Mandviwalla
from Saronda; Baman Cama and Bomi
Talati from Vadodara. The Press was
represented by Parsiana,
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Thus spake Bharucha

The community needs to adapt to its
present environment, believes Supreme
Court judge Sam Bharucha

“I am greatly honored to be asked o
inaugurate this meeting of the Federa-
tion of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans ol
India and it is a great pleasure 1o be in
Jamshedpur, a city that my wife and |
have always wanted (o see.

“I claim no
special knowl-
edge of the prob-
lems that the
Parsi Zoroastri-
ans face in India
that entitles me
lo address you.
My only qualifi-
cation is the of-
fice 1 have the
honor to hold;
but I will speak
1o you as an ordi-
nary, reasonably educated, middle-class,
concerned Parsi.

“The advent of the British in India
transformed what was essentially acom-
munity of small farmers and traders into
an influential community of entrepre-
neurs, industrialists, professionals and
businessmen. Jamshedpur is perhaps the
best exemplar of that spirit of enterprise.
I have read the biography of Jamsetji
Tata and marveled at his great vision.
The departure of the British dismayed
us and led for a time to the fight of the
youth of the community abroad. The
young people that remained in India
seemed for the most part to be content o
take on white collar jobs. From what |
see now, there is a favorable change in
attitude, and there is a substantial pres-
ence of the community in the profes-
sions, particularly, as has always been,
in and around Bombay.

“As I see it, what we need now to do
most is to provide our youth with excel-
lent education and the opporiunity of
residing in accommodation which will
permit them to start a family.

*When I say that we should concen-
trate on providing our youth with good
education, [ donotsuggest that we should
set up our own schools. Far from it; our
youth should be educated along with the

Bharucha: “we
shall survive”

youth of other communities in the coun-
try. But they should be given the finan-
cial backing that would enable them to
receive a good education up to univer-
sity level, and thereafler, in appropriate
cases, as far as the student is capable of
going. Not all the income of the funds
and properties that the anjumans and
punchayets possess can, | know, be uli-
lized for the purpose of education, the
donors of the funds and properties hav-
ing earmarked them for other specific
objects. Many of these objects are in
today's day and age of little or no rel-
evance and it would be a great helpifthe
income of such funds and properties
could be spent for the purpose of educa-
tion. In the law of charitable trusis there
is a doctrine called the doctrine of cy
prés. It contemplates that, with the per-
mission of the ¢ivil courts, the income of
trust funds and properties devoted to
objects which are no longer capable of
being achieved may be utilized for other
charitable purposes. [ should think that
the anjumans and punchayets would do
well to review the trusts in which they
heold funds and properties and, in cases
where their objects have become de-
funct, make applications to the civil
courts of competent jurisdiction for per-
mission to use the income therefrom for
educational purposes.

*Many in the community worry that
the community faces extinclion because
of its rapidly dwindling numbers. Rap-
idly dwindling numbers are inevitable
when the young people of the commu-
nity do not have the residential accom-
modation necessary tostart families. The
provision of reasonable accommodation
1o young people starting out in life and
getting married would be of greathelpin
increasing numbers. The anjumans and
punchayets might consider gathering
monies with the specific object of pro-
viding subsidies towards rents payable
by young husbands and wives.

“While on the subject of dwindling
numbers, | must say that [ for one am not
much perturbed. We have survived 1.200
and odd years in this country, we who
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came in a few boat loads to start with,
and [ have the gut feeling that we shall
survive for many centuries yet. If it be
God's will, the faith will survive not
only in India but also in the diaspora
abroad.

“Over the last 20 years or so many
religions of the world have increasingly
started looking inward, and 1 fear that
we are among them, | think this is unfor-
tunate. We have always been a progres-
sive community ready lo accept moder-
nity and new ideas. This has been our
strength and it should continue to in-
form our lives and attitudes.

“I say this, at least in part, in the
context of the great problems that the
Towers of Silence face in Bombay and
elsewhere by reason, principally, of the
absence of vultures in the Indian sky.
We should not permit what was, essen-
tially, a social and climatic necessity of
life in ancient times to become an over-
bearing religious requirement. The cli-
mate and the soil required our ancestors
in Persia to expose the dead 1o the ele-
ments. The corpses were destroyed,
among other things, by the predatory
vulture. That the Parsi Zoroastrian dead
should be disposed of only by being

eaten by vultures cannot be an essential
part of our religion. Religious ceremo-
nies and rites attendant to such destruc-
tion cannot but have been the result of
the practice that the harshness of nature
then ordained. Times have changed. We
live for the most part in cities and towns.
Science provides methods for the dis-
posal of the dead. And there is an acute
scarcity of vultures. Itis norespect to the
Parsi dead to leave them in the dokhmas
to decompose and decay; and it does not
assuage the grief of surviving relations
and friends that their dearly departed are
being so dishonored. For myself, I have
always believed that when life is gone,
my body will be so much refuse to be
disposed of as soon as possible, and [
quail at the thought thatitmay lie around
for long to rot. I am sure that there are
many of my generation, and younger,
who think likewise. The time for change
has come and you ‘Namdar trustee
saheb’ must in the interest of the com-
munity look for other means for the
disposal of the dead which are not op-
posed to the essential tenets of the Zoro-
astrian faith. Let not the time come when
state governments and municipalities
and the Press raise issues of pollution

and public hygiene and pillory the Parsi
community.

“Since [ am already treading a path
where wise men might fear to tread, |
must go on to add that the anjumans and
punchayets should consider the admis-
sion into the faith, by the performance of
the navjote, of a child born 1o a Parsi
mother and a non-Parsi father, provided
such child is the product of wedlock and
the father is a consenting party. 1 know
that a judgment delivered long back by
the Bombay High Court would seem to
be standing in the way, but if the
anjumans and punchayets all resolve
that this is the appropriate practice Lo
adopt and the practice is challenged on
the strength of that judgment, it can,
given the change in circumstances, be
overruled.

“I have said much that might have
made some of you uncomfortable. [ am
sorry; but I would be less than honest if
I did not say to you what I really think,
which is the object of this moming’s
exercise. [ am obliged to you for hearing
me and for giving me this opportunity 1o
be with you.

“May Ahura Mazda guide your de-
liberations.”
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POETRY

The Bawaji Rap

Oh Bawaji, Oh Bawaji

Wherefore art thew Bawaji?

We are all somehow related

Often times even belared

The numbers are getting smaller and smaller
Bt Bawajis are not getting taller

Ar reproduction they ‘re not the best

And when they start gossiping, they can be a pest!
By working in banks they get their rest

They are even good at taking tesis

Of crows they are not oo fond
Bur the crows seem 1o want 1o bond
Cawing their way to the bawaji beai
Sometimes they may get a treal

Went out to dinner the other night
With friends forgot 1o make a right

Got there in time for dhansak and cake
Even saw a view by the lake

Waitress came and said. “Cute guy ar table four”
Oh that’s just my cousin — what a bore!

The gene pool is iremendously shrinking
Evervthing is certainly stinking

Eccentricities sure do abound

Soon we will alf be funny and round
We will all have the big, long nose
We may even have funny roes

Went aur dancing the other night

Wity can’t Bawajis even dance right?
Why do they all have two left feet?
And why do they always miss the beat?

During the waliz he stepped on my oes

Because e thought anyihing goes

For the tango he had no time

It°s a good thing too, because he danced out of line

Came back home and went 1o bed

Dasturji called and said, *Avesta have you read?”
Got back up and began 1o pray

Oh God, why must it be this way?

Then there are the Bawajis of colony fame
They are always playing some game
Going on a picnic or to the beach

They are always easy (o reach

The girls, they do not want 1o get married

They say, “Oh no, we'd much rather be buried”
This one is not right for me

That one doesn’t know how 1o make tea

The other one makes less money than me
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Arndd [ wish Plireze would just let me be!
To fall in love they know not how
They keep saving the time is not now

The boys are also just ihe same

Now where 1o pui the blame?

She i5 too tall, she is too far

Oh my God! That one looks like a rat!
Reshni's feer are much roo big

And Piroja ears just like a pig!

The auraction is jusi nol there

The elders will have to grin and bear

Orthodox dastur says conversion is a no-no
Because our blwe blood cannot go-go!
Reproduction is ar its lowesi rate

If we don't allow conversion, what will be our fate?

Will we all die and wither away?

Or will someone come o save the day?
{ suppose we will have 1o wait and see
Just whar will become of thee

Thoughts twrn 1o Tran the motherland

S few of us have seen her glorious sand

One day we may come 1o see

The beawty nature has given to thee

The mountains, the valleys, the trees so green
The children with rosy cheeks so clean

We hold re our tenets of good thoughis, words and deeds

We don’t pray the rosary beads

Our God is the One, all knowledgeable being
He is the One who is all sceing

Heathens we certainly are not

And our religion cannot be bougii

We don't think of others ill

Because to God we pay our bill

We don't come witnessing ai your door
We'd much rather feed the poor

We won't rell you that you need to be saved
Because your road is already paved

We are all headed 1o the same place

You just make sure you can show your face

My thoughis go out 10 all those who read
Remember it is with you [ plead

Remember that we are all one and the same
We are all playing an identical game

You are not betier than all the rest

We will all be put to the test

Lave evervone egually well

Then you will not go to hell

[ end this rlyyme with love to all

Remember, sometimes even angels fall

Just be good and do your best

Ahwra Mazda is merciful and will do the rest

Jasmine Patel



READERS' FORUM

continued from page 10

disillusioned with religion as practiced
in the West. “Going to church every
Sunday is more a social thing than a
religious one. Catholicity of spirit has
been lost somewhere along the way.
Looking at the wars that have been fought
and the number of people who have died
in the name of religion, I think the world
would be a betier place without reli-
gion,” opines Stefan. “Then again, it
helps a lot of people find an anchor in
life and hope in despair.”

What surprises and impresses Stefanis
the way Parsis stick togetherasthey “drive
Tata Sumos, eat Dinshaw’s ice-cream
and support other Parsi businesses!”

Like the Doongaji sons Shezad, Da-
nush and Yohan, Stefan also calls
Majamai “Bapaiji” with much affection.
He has picked up asmattering of Gujarati
and says he can differentiate Gujarati
from Hindi “because of the *chhé.™

Stefan né India gaméch, Nagpur ga-
méch and Parsis ghana gaméch (Stefan
likes India, Nagpur and Parsis a lot)!

DILNAVAZ E BUAGWAGAR
Nagpur

Marriage site
Choosing a spouse is probably the big-

gestand most important decisionofone’s
life. A right decision makes the couple
live together joyously as an inseparable
unit but finding the right spouse has
been until now the most difficult propo-
sition worldwide. This is due to non-
availability of complete information,

www. marriagetoday.com is the first
global click and mortar matrimonial site
promoted by 38-year-old B. K. Jhaver
who is a chartered accountant also into
international business and 49-year-old
Prem Rathi whois amanagement gradu-
ate and an experienced marriage coun-
selor.

The site has two sections: matrimo-
nial and wedding bazar. In the matrimo-
nial section an individual can register
free a matrimonial bio data in general or
VIP categories. Hefshe can converge
the search and find the right match as per
the individual’s choice from amongst
the bio dataslisted. Also available s free
online horoscope by janam kundli, zo-
diac way and auspicious time (muhurat).
Detailed medical guidance on sex and
eynecology is available. There is an-
other free facility whereby personal que-
ries can be posed to seven different
experts in varied fields such as gynecol-
ogy. sex, marriage counseling, fitness,
travel, astrology and beauty.

A chat with the mate is permitted
after prior appoiniment, A-Z wedding
tips involve 26 useful hints related to the
marriage ceremony and the wedding
event, right from the invitation card to
bridal/groom trousseau, venue, wedding
finance, eic.

Through the second section, wed-
ding bazar, one can buy wedding related
productsiservices inall categories. Wed-
ding related suppliers, vendors and ser-
vice providers can list their products and
services (city wise and product wise).
We have already entered into a strategic
tie-up with a US based organization and
have 50,000 gift products on the site.

Created in April 1999 this is one of
the first comprehensive siles on mar-
riage. The site is registered with many
social organizations and communities
of the world who are making use of iL.
We are in the process of appointing
matrimonial franchisees in India and
elsewhere.

The site also offers a large bio data
bank for handicapped, widowed, deaf/
dumb, divorced applicants who can reg-
ister on the site and get a suitable match.

B. K. JHAVER
Indore

Edited by Parinaz M. Gandhi

SINCE 1974

Vi \/

With Best Compliments From

ELDO

™

Ist Floor, 7, Cassinath Building, Cassinath Street, Tardeo, Mumbai 400034
Phones: 4923560/4938949 Fax: 4925601

Gram: VELDCOATS

COATS

Guniting, Civil & Painting Contractors

Specialists in renovation of multi-storied buildings
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MILESTONES

The data on Parsi marriages sol-
emnized in the months of No-
vember and December 2000 will
be carried in our February 2001
issue.

There were 80 deaths as com-
pared 10 19 births in Bombay in
MNovember. The major Killer,
heart disease, took a toll of 25
lives, of whom 11 were 80 years
and above. General debility/old
age claimed 10 lives, cancer and
lung discases nine each, diabetes
eight. Four, three and two indi-
viduals fell prey to Kidney, liver
and brain discases respectively.
The isolated cases registered
were gastrointestinal bleeding,
dehydration, hypoproteinemia
{deficient protein in the blood
plasma), hemorrhage, asthma,
septicemia, stroke, deaths due o
bullet injury and stab wounds.
The coroner’s report is awaited
in one case. A stillbom baby and
a 28-year-old youth were lost to
the community. The oldest to die
was a 96-year-old lady. The Zo-
roastrian life expectancy at birth
for Movember, in Bombay, was
74 years,

The data on births, marriages

and deaths has been compiled
from information supplicd by
various newsletters and anju-
mans in India and abroad, courts
and hospitals. This information
is not always complete or con-
sistent: we are unable to carry
data from arcas where the
anjumans do not furnish the par-
ticulars; the birth figures for
Bombay are supplicd by two
hospitals — births in suburban
hospitals and private nursing
homes are not included unless
individuals send us information
together with a copy of the birth
certificate. There may be an in-
advertent repetition of names in
the marriage list when a civil
marriage precedes a religious
cercmony. In the breakup of
deaths according to illnesses,
especially of the elderly, death is
often due to a combination of
several discases.

Ifreaders have any births/mar-
riages/deaths they would like pub-
lished, some prool 1o cnsure the
veracity of the report would be
required. We are sure our readers
would appreciate this requirement
and cooperate with us.

BANGALORE

BORN

A boy, Shafizad, 1o Nilufer
and Jamshed Panthaki on
November 7, 2000

BARODA

BORN

A boy 1o Khurshiid and Kenns
Wadia; July 25

A boy, Ruzan, to Sanober and
Belramshaw Contractor;
August 5

A girl, Ferzin, wo Hutokshi and
Homyar Wadia; August 12

A boy, Xerxes, to Hilla and
Percy Kodia; August 15

A boy to Behroze and Cyrus
Cooper: September 20

DED

Bahadvwr Pestonji Merchant
(75); July 14

Villoomai Jal Contracror (85);
September 5

BOMBAY

BORN

A boy to Aashish and Adil
Dhalla; July 14

A girl w Bakhtawar and Viraf
Kapradewala; July 27
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A boy o Navaz and Beliram
Mohia; October 5

A girl, Frivan, o Navaz and
Kaizad Parel; Oclober 5

A boy to Delna and Rohinton
Peer; Oclober 9

A boy to Farzana and Sorab
Macan; Octlober 12

A boy 1o Khushnoor and
Farshid Nooshian; Oclober 18
A boy to Pinky and Malcolm
Dhali; October 24

A boy to Firuzi and Nawzar
Satarawala, October 24

A boy 1o Parizad and Yazedi
Pesuna; October 30

A boy to Tanaz and Gerard
Fernandes; November |

A girl to Zarin and Aspi Ravji;
MNovember |

A boy 1o Vakbiz and Jamsheed
Vachha: November |

A girl to Nazneen and
Faridoon Gamadia,
Movember 2

A boy to Shiraz and Hormeazed
Mistry; November 2

A boy to Zinria and Ardeshir
Modi; November 4

A boy 1o Kamalrukh and Adil
Mefia; November 5

A boy fo Monaz and Adil

Elavia; November 6

A boy o Anahita and Freddy
Gonda; November 7

A boy, Shiruy, to Armin and
Cussrow Parel; November 7

A girl to Tannaaz and Sheriar
frani; November 8

A girl 1o Binaifer and
Rayomand Pastakia;
November 11

A girl, Aazmeen, o Armmaity
and Jal Amrolia; November 12
A boy o Binaisha and Ravi
Sundaram; November 12

A girl, Benafsha, to Monaz and
Adil Kavarana, sister o Arzan;
MNovember 13

A boy, Zydon, 1o Sware and
Kersi Patel, brother to Zeus:
November 18

A boy to Zenobia and
Khorehmond Mehta;
Movember 22

A boy 1o Rashma and Zubin
Wadiwalla; November 28

A boy, Farzad, 10 Roxana and
Aspi Driver, brother 1o Dinaz
and Dilnaz; November 29

DIED
Ruinton Rusi Satha (48),
residing at F-23, Cusrow Baug,
5. B. Rd, 400039; October 31
Nashir Framroze Khadiwalla
(793, 12/G, S. B. Bharucha
Baug. S. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; November 1

Jal Dorabjee Sepoy (81), 404,
Ahura Coop Hsg Soc, Parel,
400012; November 1

Homai Dinshaw Umrigar (82),
580, Patel Palace, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Matunga,
400019; November 1

Bance Fardoonji
BomanBehram (86), 52,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari
(W), 400102; November 2
Framji Phirosfia Elavia (85),
8, Kashinath Bldg, Kashinath
Clny, Tardeo, 400034;
November 2

Eruch Dinshaw Konwal (89),
19/32-C, Mulla Manzil,
Balaram St, Grant Rd, 400007;
MNovember 2

Edul Ardeshir Karkaria (73),
646, Khareghat Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; November 3
Mani Framroze Rabady (82),
162, Khushnuma Apts, 29,
Carmichael Bd, 400026;
MNovember 3

Minoo Bomansha Narielvala
(78). Gulshan, 3rd Pasta Lane,

Colaba, 400005; November 4
Neville Kaikhusfiroo Baria
(62), Dawn, 6, Malcolm Baug,
5. V. Rd, Jogeshwari (W),
400102; Movember 5

Kartayvun Homi Javeri (68),
131, Casablanca, Culfe Parade,
400005 Movember 5

Havovi Minu Soonawalla (46),
Meherali Mans, Opp Victoria
Gardens, Byculla, 400027,
Movember 5

Sillog Soli Vasaigara (82),
6721, Dinshaw Master Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
November 5

Homai Ardeshir Desai (87),

F. 5. Parukh Dharamshalla,
Hughes Rd, 400007;
Movember 6

Dinshaw Jamasp Jesia (84),
T-6, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; November &
Najamai Aspi Malaowalla
(87), M-5, 5. B. Bharucha
Baug, 8. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; November 6

Pervez Manchersha Patel (76),
17, Mistry Bldg, Wadia 51,
Tardeo, 400034; November 6
Dara Ernchsha Bharucha (72),
Hongkongwalla Cooper
Chawl, 10, Khetwadi Back Rd,
400004; November 7
Nariman Ardesher Gandhi
(79}, 24692, Chinoy Bldg,
Dinshaw Master Rd, Parsi
Clny, Dadar, 400014;
Movember 7

Fardoon Firozshah Variava
(72), D-2/25, 5. B. Bharucha
Baug, 5. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058, November 7

Jal Khurshedii Variawa (78),
19, Ratan Abad, Grant Rd,
400007; Movember 7
Jehangir Soralb Jehangir (52),
4, Darbhanga Mans, 12/A,
Carmichael Rd, 400026:
November 8

Nergish Cawaz Kanga (78),
Crown Bldg, Uranwalla St,
Grant Rd, 400007;

November 9

Jimmy Minocher Kapadia (76),
402, Lavender, Raheja
Gardens, Wanowri, Poona

41 1040; November 9

Dihin Gev Luth (800, Shn
Krupa, 32, Karelwadi,
Thakurdwar, 400002;
Movember 9

Homai Keki Wankadia (72),
21, Gul-Sorab Bldg,
Khetwadi, 7th Lane, 400004;



MNovember 9

Rustom Sorabji Siganporia
(51}, 203, Namdar Hse, 89,
Hill Rd, Bandra (W), 4000350;
Movember 10

Katv Maneck Tata (59), 37150,
Mavyug Ner, Forjeut Hill,
400036; November 10

Zubin Jirmy Batiwalla (28),
B/1. Shircen Mans, Tardeo Rd,
400007; November 11

Ruby (Rati) Phieroze Chinoy
(74}, 160-70, Sangam,
Bazargate, Fort, 400001,
Movember 11

Villoo Rusi Balaporia (80),
609, Jame Jamshed Rd, Parsi
Clny. Dadar, 400014,
November 12

Jer Dali Bhesania (T6), 72,
Malegamwalla Bldg, M. M. C.
Rd, Mahim, 400016;
MNovember 12

Jinpeny Sorab Canreenwalla
(58), &Y, Cama Park, Cama
Rd, Andheri (W), 400058;
MNovember 12

Aloa Jal Melwa (813, 4/1, Sir
Dorab Tata Bldg, 5. V. Rd,
Bandra, 400050; November 12
Prochi Edulji Menesse (87),
Clo Phiroze Dubash, A-5,
Shapur Baug, V. P. Rd,
400004; Movember 12

Rusi Ardeshir Sherdiwalla
(76), G-1, Bhiwandiwalla Ter,
618, 1. 5. Rd, 400002;
MNovember 12

Mehroo Pherozeshah Umrigar
(82), D-3, Cusrow Baug, 5. B.
Rd, 400039; November 12
Minee Jehangir Dumasia (78),
202, Rajgir Court, 6, Kohinoor
Rd, Dadar (E). 400014;
MNovember 13

Nergish Phiroze Gandevia
(74), Bhedwar Bldg, Khan Est,
Chhotani Rd, Mahim, 400016;
November 13

Minoo Ratansha Marawalla
(63), 1-4/1, Tata Hsg Clny,
Lalubhai Park, Andheri (W),
400058; November 15

Ratan Kaikobad MeherjiRana
(75), Dadiseth Atash Behram,
Fanaswadi, 400002;
November 15

Dhun Gustad Tarapore (36),
N-21, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; November 15
Beliram Framji Batliwalla
(77), B/8, Blue Nile, 39,
Waroda Rd, Off Hill Rd,
Bandra, 400030; November 17
Roshan Jehangirfi Vevai (78),
803-C, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; November 17
Goolbanu Befiramji Wadia
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FIGURES AT & GLANCE"
Bombay India World
This sue  2000% Thisissue  2000° This issue 2000*
BIRTHS
Boys 21 80 5 10 - 15
Girls 8 7 2 7 — 14
MARRIAGES
Parsi - 91 - 9 - 19
INTERCOMMUNAL
Males maried out - 20 - 2 — 2
Females married out - 19 = 1 - 1
DEATHS
CONSIGNED
Males 43 411 6 M 1 48
Females 38 424 5 53 - 35
CREMATED
Males - 5 - = — =
Females - 3 - = = =
*Running tolals for 2000 (January 2000-January 2001 issues)
Owerseas deaths are ksted in the consigned column a3 Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremaled,
*These figures perain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana, They do not represent the
total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastsian community in India and abroad.

(87), 14/32-C, Mulla Manzil,
Balaram St, Grant Rd, 400007;
MNovember 17

Keki Jal Wadia (74), 20-D,
Seervai Bldg, Sleater Rd,
400007; November 17

Rusi Belvramyji Buchia (56),
24/947, Vikram Coop Hsg
Soc, J. P. Rd, D. M. Ngr,
Andheri (W), 400053;
MNovember 18

Hilla Faramroze Elavia (83),
21, Pundole Bldg, Jehangir
Daji Cross Lane, Sleater Rd,
400007; Movember 18

Seroo Kersi Mehia (65),
Dadachanji Bldg, Murzban
Clny, 29, Dr Nair Rd, 400008;
MNovember 18

Rustom Jal Pavri (82),
Alexandra Hse, Dr K. Mavrang
Marg, Mew Gamdevi, 400007;
Movember 18

Nesserwanji Dinshawji Shraff
(92}, Pundole Bldg, Jehangir
Daji Cross Lane, Sleater Rd,
400007; Movember 18
Khorshed Jamshedjee
Singporewala (94), 13/8,
Rustom Baug, Victoria Rd,
Byculla, 400027;

MNovember 18

Gool Jal Vachha (89), Bhatia
Bldg, 276, Princess 51,
400002: November 18
Nergish Burjor Billimoria
(69), 12, Fakri Manzil, 5. 8.
Rd, Grant-Rd, 400007,

MNovember 19

Pesi (Peshoran) Dinshaw
Nargolwala (84), 53-A, Mecher
Apts, O Allamount Rd,
400026; November 19
Nergish Naval Vachha (87}, 6,
Moonlight, 158, M. Karve Rd,
400020; November 20
Melierbai Sorabji Dumasia
(95), T64/C, Baliwalla Bldg,
M. Joshi Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; November 21
Mana Savak Ghadivali (69),
Village Khusgaon, Tal Maval,
Lonavla, Dist Poona; Novem-
ber 21

Chandan Rustom Parel (77),
T04, Cumballa Crest, 42,
Peddar Rd, 400026;
Movember 21

Parivaz Bomi frani (61},
Shapurabad, Masoli. Dahanu
Rd, Dist Thana, 401602;
Movember 22

Najameai Maneckji Damania
(91), 2, Madhuban, Sector 3,
Charkop, Kandivli (W),
400067, NMovember 23
Shaharukl Bustem Irani (30),
M-8, 5. B. Bharucha Baug,

S. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400053; November 23

Noshir Framji Misiry (65),
463, Kerawalla Bldg, Chira
Bazar, 400002; November 23
Keki Eruch Vakil (47),
Hormuzd Bldg, Sleater Rd,
400007; Movember 23

Daorabji Soralji Nagporewalla
(85), 73, West Minister,
Duncan Causeway, Sion,
Chunabatti, 400022;
MNovember 24

Freny Mehelli Rustom (75),
55, Temple Ter. Forjeu St,
400036; November 24
Nariman Nadershah
Chinwalla (78), G-29,

Capain Clny, Tardeo,
400034; November 25

Adi Manchershaw Lakdawalla
(87). B, Aidun Bldg,
Dhobitalao, 400002;
MNovember 25

Jer Shiavakshaw Khambatta
(93), Motiwala Bldg, 44C,
Proctor Rd, Gramt Rd, 400007:
Movember 26

Najamai Shavaksha Contrac-
ror (96), 7, Wadia Block,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari
(W), 400102; November 27
Kali Savak Khambaita (52), 9,
Panday Sanatorium, Colaba,
400005; November 27
Dinshaw Soralji Kharas (93),
304, Jupiter Apts, Culfe
Parade, 400005; November 27
Silleo Neshir Pantheki (81),
G-3, Shapur Baug, V. P. Rd,
400004; November 27

Balby of Shekoofa Cyrus
Aryana (stillborm), Aryana
Villa, Jehangir Mcherwanji
Rd, Kalyan (W); November 28
Maneck Kaikhasru Surdas




(85), F. 5. Parukh
Dharamshalla, Hughes Rd,
400007, November 28
Goolamai Meherfi Todiwalla
(93), G-226, Gitanjali, Seven
Bglws, Andheri (W), 400061;
Movember 28

Khurshed Cohyar Covajee
(47), Dilkhush, 40, Ridge Rd,
Malabar Hill, 400006;
Movember 29

Sorabji Bharamji Umrigar
(773, 2, 5. B. Bharucha Baug,
5. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; November 29

Aloo Sarosh Lilaowalla (77),
16, Dubash Bldg, Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo, 400007,

AJ2, Rustom Palace, 222,
Tardeo Rd, 400007,
MNovember 30

CALCUTTA

MED

Ervad Dinsha Rustom Navdor;
October 23

GULBARGA

BORN

A girl, Homai, 1o Zenobia and
Navroze [rani; Oclober 22

SECUNDERABAD
DIED

Ervad Edi Aibara (86).
husband of late Nargis;

husband of Mchroo, father of
Shahrookh and Shemaz;
MNovember 21

Avabai Mandvewala (94), wife
of late Jamshedji, mother of
Dina, Mabanu, Amic;
MNovember 24

Pesi Dhanjisha Kalyanivala
(74), husband of Narges, father
of Jercer, ViralT and Benaifer
Daraius Mistry: November 29

SURAT

DIED

Fali Edulji Elavia (64), Post
Rajpardi, Dist Broach, 3931135;
MNovember 7

Sehra Jamshedfi Panthaki
(88), Parsiwad, Near Parsi
Agiary, Village Dumas,

394550; November 11
Soonamai Maneckshaw Jasa
Patel (72), Ashirwad Apt,
Popat Mohallo, Nanpura,
3095001; November 19
Raramai Nausherwan
Karanjia (90), Rati Villa,
Bhavnagari 51, Sural,
395003; November 25

USA

Indiana

HED

Kaikhushroo { Kaiki) Rustom
Alpaiwalla, husband of Zarin
and father of Feroze and Hira
Toos Daruvala in Indianapolis:
Movember 6

Compiled by Bakhtavar R. Batliwalla

November 30 November 7

Farrokh Rustom Sidhwa (63),  Behram Jal Mody (68),
“A DOCTRINAL CROSSFIRE™

continned from page 37

“As Zarathushtis we are beholden wo pre-
serve our practices in the best possible way...
If you are worricd about the system not
working, is it not better to try? Do you getrid
of the patient if the medicine is expensive?”
Mistree put his best oratorical foot forward.

Shahbaraz questioned, “Apant from fi-
nance and expertise, what about people at the
doing level? Do you have skilled people?”

Mistree's response was short on specif-
ics. He spoke of hiccups and difficulties of
new projects and that the GOI permission
had been acquired in four weeks. “The doing
level falls into place. Like any project (it)
means training people. There are scientists
in India who're willing to work forus. Doing
people will come on board.”

Openly voicing his “grave reservations™
on the aviary project, Tamboly said he con-
sidered it his duty as a trusiee to safeguard

MATRIMONIAL

Parsi parents invite matrimonial
correspondence for their only
son, 28 years of age, fair
handsome, height 511" who is
currently working in USA after
completing his postgraduation
there. Girl should be about
25 years of age, educated,
pleasant looking and essentially
having good, kind nature.
Kindly apply to:

The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Jan/3-2001)"
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the relerence number cited here.,
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funds and propenics as well as o provide
direction. “Where will we get the birds and at
what cost? he asked.

Quoting from the report of the Bombay
Matural History Society (BNHS) which had
conducted an imernational seminar in Delhi
recently he noted that the construction of a
holding facility for 25 pairs of vultures would
cost Rs 1.55 crores to install, plus Rs 22
lakhs per year for three years plus a price
escalation of Rs 4.62 lakhs. The amount
works out 1o an investment of nine lakh
rupees per vulture pair, he announced.

Adding that the virus that has killed 90
percent of the vullure population has not
beenidentified noracure suggested Tambaly
asked, “If the same virus strikes, will we not
be back 1o square one?" He also alluded to
Pary-Jones' fees plus the fees of a foreign
architect 1o build the aviary and the cost of
foreign bird catchers to procure the chicks
from the wild.

“Is commilting ourselves to (this project)
wisdom or lack of i1? Parry-Jones has estab-
lished that we would need 200 pairs of
vultures to clear the dokhmas, looking to the
age pattern of the community. The assump-
tion is that the BPP undertake the project on
the basis that international agencies will
help...”

Cutin Dastur: “(Arc these) your personal
views or that of the BPP?"

Tamboly: “The figures are based on re-
ports.”

Dastur: “Opinion yours or BPF's?”
Tamboly: “At the moment speaking for
myself... Only fair that I let (my opinions) be
known... | am fully behind dokhmenashini
(but) my personal belief is in favor of solar
energy.”

Wandrewala, a BNHS member who had
earlier interceded in favor of a less confron-
tational attitude, wondered if there could be
“a divergence of goals belween conserva-
tionists and Parsis who want {(vultures) for a
purpose.”

Acknowledging that Tambaoly was quot-

ing from reports from Parry loncs and the
BMNHS that the vulwre populuton in India
had declined by 90 percent, Mistree held it
possible 1o acquire 100 birds from different
parts of India in small batches. “It is very
easy 1o talk of 200/300 birds (required). The
body also dehydrates.” He referred 1o a 30-
year-old Punchayet survey which had
counted 107 birds. “There were no problems
then,” he reminded the audience. Despite
Parry-Jones' estimate we can make our sys-
tem work with 104 birds. The cost docs not
increase with the number of birds... The
Punchayet has it on record that The Per-
egrine Fund is ready to contribute if the BPP
gives the seed capital. We keep talking;
Pakistan has already set up a facility.” That
aforeign architect would be required is “news
to me,” said Mistree.

“The wopic of a forcign architect was
brought up by Khojeste and Rishad a1 a BPP
mecting,” countered Tamboly, adding,
“There is not a single paper on our record
regarding The Peregrine Fund.”

Ignoring Tamboly, Mistree chose to re-
spond to Wandrewala's earlier query and
noted there was “noconflict between conser-
vation and religious perspectives,” adding
that he had “marketed the project to the
government as religion cum conservation.”

Stating that the BPP was going ahead
with four projects, BPP trustee Rustom
Tirandaz noted, “The controversy was be-
causeof ignorance and misinfermation. Give
us a helping hand, one by helping and the
other by not hindering.”

“Totally stumped by the controversy,”
senior trustee  Shroff concluded that the
trustees will take a “managerial decision™
after the visit o Gloucestershire next week.
“There are a lot of questions o which we'll
find answers,” he promised.

“Put your decision 1o the community,”
urged someone from the audience. “The
final decision will be with us,” Engineer had
the last word at the three-and-a-half-hour
talkathon,
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