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READERS' FORUM

Readers' views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

Ere seeking reservation

The contribution of our small but dy-
namic, philanthropic Parsi community in
all spheres in our country especially for
education is well-known within and be-
yond the borders of our beloved country,
India.

Substantial contributions have been
made by our community in the past in
establishing numerous medical and engi-
neering colleges, more particularly in
western India, as a result of which seats
were reserved for our community in such
colleges. But regrettably despite the
munificent contributions of our commu-
nity, reservations of seats for our minor-
ity community have by and large lapsed
with the passage of time.

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet is there-
fore intending 1o make a representation
to the Minorities Commission shortly for
reintroducing the reservations il various
colleges. But such a memorandum has 1o
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be substantiated with requisite statistical
information which is in the process of
being collected,

We are, therelore, endeavoring 1o
obtain information from the records of
our leading Parsi newspapers and maga-
zines 10 ascertain the assistance given by
the Parsis in the past in setting up medical
and engineering colleges.

In the meantime, the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet will gladly welcome informa-
tiom on this subject from your readers, 17
you do have information, please post it or
deliver it to our office whilst citing the
source [rom which such information has
been derived 1o enable us 1o pursue the
matier,

All communications may kindly be
marked 1w the anention of: Mr B, K.
Laskari, Chiel Executive, Bombay Parsi
Punchayet, 204, Dr D. N. Road, Fon,
Bombay 400001, K. LASKAR]

Chiel Executive, Bombay Parst Puschavet

Spotlight on doctors
As an ophthalmologist practising in
Bombay, 1 was happy o read under
“spotlight” (Events and Personalitics,
Parsigna, October 1997) the achieve-
ments of our family Triends Drs Minoo,
Noshir, Cyrus and young Daraius Shrofl
who recently joined the Maulana Azad
Medical College. Delhi. Perhaps it may
interest your readers o know that our
Family is identical and the youngest Dr
Dinshaw has joined in practise recently.
My late grandiather Dr Dinshaw M,
Dastoor though not an ophthalmologist
but a UK qualified optician and optom-
einst, founded the first optician shop in
Bombay viz Dinshaw M. Dastoor st Fort,
apposite the present Bank of India. Later
he started *Phiroze M. Dastoor” a Flora
Fountain and one each mt Poona and
Almmedabad, all three gilted 1o his brothers,
His son, the Lue DrHomyar D. Dastoor
was a reputed and respected ophthal-
mologist in Bombay and 1 joined him in
praciise about 35 years ago. Henee like
Daraius, Dinshaw is the fourth in the
Family tree, % ADLH. DASTOOR

“Portraying Naoroji”
There appears a pencil sketch of an old
man, drawn by Mr Firdos T, Shroff in
Readers’ Forum (Parsiana, September
1997).

Itappears that Mr Shroff has prepared
many such skeiches, and by mistake he

has mentioned that the sketch is of
Dadabhai Maoroji. It so happens that the
sketch is of Jamsetjee Tata.

It may be of interest 1o know that
Dadabhai Naoroji always wore a pugree,
whercas Jamsetjee Tata’s pictures have
appeared wearing a pheta in some and a
pugree in other piclures.

Incidentally, one look at the stamp at
the top right in the Readers’ Forum logo
in the same issue of Parsiana clearly
shows what Dadabhai Naoroji used 1o
wear and what he looked like.

H. M. BANGA

“A measure of mysticism”

The most important factor distinguishing
any popular magazine from the restis the
type of subjects covered in it. Of course
there are other factors like the format,
spellings, headlines, pictures, ads, elc,
but in my opinion they are of lesser value,
A glance a1 a few lines of a magazine
should convey which magazine it is. As
a fairly regular reader of Parsiana for
nearly 17 vears, | found that it conformed
to this test till August 1997, Various
articles, news, book reviews, readers’
views and editorial comments were con-
centrated on Zoroastrianism and Parsis,

And so I was surprised to read a book
review (A measure of mysticism,”
Books, Parsiana, July-August 1997) of
Ervad R. R. Motafram’s latest book by
Faribourz Nariman, Soon after 1 pro-
cured a copy of the book, which is a
comparative study of the Jews, the
Mohmedans and the Zoroastrians, It is
true that Motafram speaks of the ontho-
dox Islamic view of God as a “merciless
tyrant,” a statement 1o which Nariman
has 1aken serious exception. Not being a
scholar mysell, [ am not in a position 1o
Judge who is right and who is wrong. The
question which [ would like o ask you is
whether it is correct 1o include alien
names of God like Rahman, Rahim,
Muntaquim, Gallar, etc in a Parsi maga-
zine? If the name of the magazine had
been Muslimiana, I would not have asked
this question,

As a veteran scholar and an erudite
reviewer of many scholarly works,
Nariman should have thought about this
point and restricted his observations only
to Zoroastrian matters in Motafram’s
book. [ am sure a large section of the Parsi
readers would agree with me on this
point. V. J. CHOTHIA
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“Uplifting rural girls”
Weread in “Uplifting rural girls” (Read-
ers’ Forum. Parsiana, July-August
1997) that some of our youths (girls) in
India need assistance in their studies
and boarding. We suggest that the trust-
ees of the Choksi Home at Navsari
initiate a vearly sponsorship for the
eligible Parsi youths whereby the spon-
sor pays e.2. 5 30 per month or 3 360 per
vear for the youth's welfare. The school
provides apictured portfolio to the spon-
sor and a periodic report to satisfy the
sponsor. This would provide the much
needed assistance to the eligible youth
and satisfaction to the sponsor of help-
ing his own community,

Further, we have been o India often
and have been touring a few beautiful
places of your country. We shall highly
appreciate it if you will be kind enough o
print the addresses of your Parsi dharam-
shalas throughout India. These dharam-
shalas will give us access 1o make some
advance booking when touring around
VOUr country. M.GATTA

Crtano, Canala

The Editor replies
We had carried a list of dharamshalas in
Parsiana, August 1986, If somebody

compiles an up-to-date list, we will cer-
tainly publish it in Parsiana.

“Identity in jeopardy”

In response w my request Mr Farrokh

WVajifdar of London has sent me a copy of

his original review of the book, Zoroas-
tricies i Briain by John R. Hinnells,
from which you had published only se-
lected cxtracts (“ldentity in jeopardy,”
Parstena, February-March 1997},

On sereting, [ find that you have
essentially deleted all passages where
Vajildar is critical of Mr Khojeste
Mistree's distorted dualistic theory which
has also been propagated by Hinnells in
his book.

Youmay be aware that there are many
inthe community (including myself) who
are highly eritical of Mistree's dualism.
To suppress such genuine criticism is not
cditing as you claim, bul a savage muti-
lation of a eritical review.

Whereas many scholars have inter-
preted Gathic dualism as a choice be-
tween Spenta Mainyu (good mind) and
Angre Mainyu (evil mind), Mistree has
interpreted it as a fight between Ahura
Mazda (God of good) and Ahriman (god
ofevil). Then he extends his theory Lo say
that there are occasions when Ahura

Mazwda becomes transiently incapacitated
or temporarily non-omnipotent to fight
Ahriman which lead to death, destruc-
tion and disasters in this world. Mistree
does not accept death by natural causes or
disasters as natural phenomenon. He at-
tributes all such events to a god of evil.
Mistree thus questions the omnipotence
of God and the belief in monotheism (see
Khojeste Mistree, Zoroastrianism — An
Ethnic Perspective, 1982), which Vajifdar
has eriticized.

As an example of his distorted dualis-
tic theory which Mistree has been propa-
gating can be cited his recent utlerances
at the Second World Zoroastrian Youth
Congress held in London from July 4-11,
1997, where he stated, “At the mela-
physical level, I don’t believe God pun-
ishes since he would be using the facili-
ties of the god of evil. (Parsiana, July-
August 1997)." Mistree’s concept that
Ahura Mazda cannot punish evil doers is
anathema to the Zoroastrian belief in the
omnipotence of God. When Mistree was
questioned “whether Ahura Mazda is all
powerful or not,” he replied that the
medieval text Shikand Guaik Vizar pos-
tulates the dualistic argument against
monotheistic Christianity. Is Mistree sug-
gesting that Christians believe in one
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God and Zoroastrians belicve in two
Giowlds?

Finally, 1 should say that by drasti-
cally curtailing Mr Vajildar's critical
review vou have done a disservice to the
readers. Il you did not agree with M
Vajildar's comments, vou could have
acdded a lfootnote that Parsierna does not
subscribe 1o Mr Vigifdar's views, Your
regrets do no justice cither 1o the book or
o the reviewer. D I', 1 SUNAVALA
Kfjeste Mistree replies
Prol John Hinnells” book  Paresis in Brit-
ain 15 an excellemt and scholarly docu-
mentation of the activities and bmes of
the Britsh Zoroastrians. As part of his
work, Prol Hinnells has merely com-
mented about my work in the UK and has
mdecd mentioned about the benelits
which it has brought 1o many of the UK
based vouth, however unpalatable it may
seem (o some of my detractors,

Both Mr Vagifidar and Mr Sunavala
are entitled o their views as indeed [am
o mune. Inomy wachings 1 adbere faith-
ully 1o what 15 perceived to be “classi-
cal” Zoroastranism at an academie level,
The fact that my position is in conso-
nance with the generally accepled aca-
demic position gives me the strength and
imspiration o continue with my work.

As neither Mr Vajildar nor M
Sunavala have. 1o the best of my knowl-
edge, read lor a professional degree in
Zoroastrianism. they are ol a greal disad-
vanbige o comment and indeed chal-
lenge the validity of this long standing
posttion held by academies. 1 presume
that therr rejection of the Middle Persian
texts s largely o matter of their personal
prelerence and choice. whereas my ac-
ceptance of these texis is as aresult ol my
formal studies in Zoroastrianism, al uni-
versity level.

Criticism has never deterred me from
my work and my organization Zoroas-
trian Studies continues 1o be invalved in
the dissemination of Zoroastrianism on a
global basis, both at an academic as well
as ol community level.

| enclose for publication Prof Hin-
nells’ response (dated October 15, 1997)
tr the president of the Roval Asiatic
Society with rezard 1o Mr Vajildar's
unscholarly book review.

Prol Hinnells" letter 1o the Editor of the
Jervrnel of the Reval Asiatic Society (ex-
cerpts selected by Poarsiena):

1 want 1o stress that [ not objecting
to academic eriticism of my work, tha is

i

I"L...-

Patel
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LEADER

With Best
Compliments From

M/s PATEL
PLASTIC
CORPORATION

4/5, New Nandu
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not merely proper, but healthy, What [
am ohjecting 10 most strongly is the
publication in the JRAS (Sonrnal of the
Roval Asiatic Socieiv) ol religious bias. It
is surpriging that it was included. because
the rehigious prejudice (not so much
against me, but against my sources) is
self evident. [tdoes not, | suggest, rellect
well on an academic publication when
the editor of a communal newspaper
picks up the bias, but an academic editor
lets through such contemptuous phrases
of the reviewer's religious opponents as
“this preudo-religivuseducation™ and “re-
gressive ideas in his (Mistree’s) preach-
ing”_.. Publishing such arrogantly con-
templuous remarks about Parsi religious
teachers and high priests is surcly inde-
fensible in the Sonral of the Roved Asi-
atic Society...

The reviewer. Mr Farrokh Vajifdar.
had already reviewed that book else-
where ( Parsiana, February-March 19497)
thus breaking academic convention in
reviewing a work in more than one place.
The editor of that journal had, 1 under-
stand, edited that review and sought a
second opinion which was published in
full. The text of the JRAS review, how-
ever, betrays more of Mr Vajildar's “sce-
tional” religious views than does the pub-

lished review in a community newspa-
per. It does not scem proper for an aca-
demie journal to provide a platform lor
sectarian bias, which is why, for the first
time in my career, | seek 1o respond in
print 1o a review of my work, something
I normally consider inappropriate.

Mr Vajifdar's bias is evident both in
his account of religious weachings and in
his historical references. On pg 316 he
refers o “the type of teaching which has
gained currency among untutored
orthodoxist scetions and their youth. A
prime mover inthis pseudo-religious edu-
cation is occasionally lauded by Hinnells:
a Bombay preacher Khojeste Mistrec.
The author’s claim that Mis-tree’s rtio-
nal arguments... have found acceptance
here is unlounded: most of the intelligen-
tsia have distanced themselves from the
unwarranted intrusion of regressive ideas
in his preaching.™

The reference o “untutored ortho-
doxist sections” and o the contrast with
“the imelligentsia™ is evidently biased,
and fails w understand the scholarly duty
of presenting a balanced perspective on
the whole subject under discussion. The
assertions also greatly oversimplily the
situation... IUis not for me, an ouisider, 1o
say whether Mistree s rehgiously right

or wrong, though his teachings are con-
sistent with the main thrust of the aca-
demic writings of Prof Mary Boyce, who
was his tutor while Mistree studied for a
degree in Zoroastrian studies (something
Mr Vajifdar has not undertaken). Inshor,
whether Misiree is spiritwally right or
wrong, he is influential and as a historian
| should document his work, Mistree's
teaching is not accepted by the recently
formed group to which Mr Vajifdar be-
longs, the World Zoroastrian Organi-
sation (WZ0)...

In my writings and fricndships [ have
always soughtpunctiliously wavoid iden-
tification with any particular group or
religious point of view, What JRAS has
published is as close o a sectarian per-
spective as it is possible 1o come with the
Zoroastrian community. This is further
evidenced in Mr Vajifdar’s suggestion
that the resurrection and the coming of a
savior are not ‘traditional’ Zoroastrian
doctrines. There is academic debate over
whether they were part of Zoroaster's
teaching, but there can be no possible
doubt that they were part of the religion
documented inmany Middle Persian vol-
umes... It is not for me as an outsider o
say whether this literature contains spiri-
tual truths, but as a historian 1 do not
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understand how it can be argued that
these teachings were nol part of tradi-
tional Zoroastrianism...

The reviewer’s offensive allusions 1o
the vacillations of Parsi high priests, and
the “unskilled propagandists™ [ had con-
tactwithrefertothree leading high pricss,
all of whom have doctorates in Zoroas-
trian studies and have worked in Western
universities (notably School of Oriental
and African Swdies, Harvard and the
University of Mainz). They are espe-
cially offensive 1o the High Priest 1o
whom the book is jointly dedicated,
Dastur (Dr) K. M. JamaspAsa, honorary
professor of Avesta and Pahlavi m
Bombay University, who is gracfully
acknowledged, alongside Mary Boyee,
as having been my mentor. Again, the
reviewer's religious bias is evident.

The assertion that “The accounts since
the mid- 1980s of the communities' asso-
ciations... is deficient in historicity due to
a selective propaganda upon which
Hinnells has almost exclusively relied”
i5 a funher example of the reviewer's
sectional prejudice. The account is based
mainly on the official records a Zoroas-
trian House of the Zoroastrian Trust

Funds of Europe, for example minute
books, comespondence files, ete. The
comment is an allusion to the fact that the

WZO formed a breakaway body in the
1980s partly because of personality
clashes, partly because of differences of
religion and over a series of mutual re-
criminations which [ chose not 1o record
(from either party) as not being the busi-
ness of the outside world...

“More of The Parsis”

As nothing has been noticed in your
pages further to Homi J. Rogers® report
“More of The Parsis” (Evenis and Per-
sonalities, Parsiana, February-March
19497}, this corrective may be of some use
to Mr Jal Hormusji Ardesir Vakil. He is
there reported as having complained about
the absence of mention of his late pater-
nal aunt’s work in the production of
Volume 1 of the Menant-Murzban The
Parsis: “There is no refercnce 1o the
pioncering work done by Ratanbai (but
credit 1s given o) M. M. Murzban who
did not know the French language at all.”
How much more mistaken, on both
counts, can anyone get?

Mr Vakil’s paternal aunt, Ratanbai
Ardesir Framji Vakil, was not only spe-
cially mentioned by Murzban as transla-
tor of the first three chapters (Vol I, but
also the subject of his sadness at her
passing away i the patifully young age of
26 i 1895, Her mame. as transhitor,
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appears at the head of each of the Chap-
ters I, I1 and 111 in Volume I where on pg
20B her pensively dignified portrait is
dutifully reproduced. What more could
one reasonably want by way of acknowl-
edgment, bearing in mind that portraits
of both author Delphine Menant and her
collaboratorfcontinuator M. M. Murzban
are lacking?

Mr Vakil's huffy assumption that
Murzban did not at all know the French
language is little borne out by the fact that
as Barrister-at-Law (Middle Temple) and
Officer d'Academie he had at least a
working knowledge of it. Murzban him-
self tells us so on pg i of his foreword; the
fact that his “approximately literal trans-
lation™ (whatever that means!) had to be
revised by P. D. Khandalavala is surely
no indication of his lack of French!

The 1994 (not 1992) reprints of Vol-
umes Land 11, and now I 1997 ) are most
welcome, and it is not to ask too much of
our enthusiasis to study them with proper
care before fining off needless accusa-
tions, and not superficially skip through
these extremely valuable pages so lov-
ingly put together by Menant and
Murzban with the able participation of
Ratanbai Vakil, Wastic Green, and now
Anthony Mango. Nor must we forget 1o
repeatedly thank Ms Jeroo Mango and

After
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the Danai publishing house for their en-
terprise and farsightedness in once more
making available and now extending a
rich work destined to take its place anew
amongststudents of Parsismeverywhere.
FARROKH VAJIFDAR

London, UK

Free consultation

This is an offer to provide medical con-
sultations incardiology and internal medi-
cine by cormrespondence, free of charge.
You may write 1o me at 2427, North
California Street, Stockion, California
95204, USA about your medical condi-
tion if you have any questions or prob-
lems or a disease, even for a second
opinion. You must send me copies of all
your reports of tests done, including heart
catheterization and angioplasty. 1 will
respond 1o your letter as soon as [ can,
time permitting.

In case of dire emergency, you may
call me at my office, telephone #209-
466-4903 from 10 am. tll 5 pm. or at
home on 510-830- 1970, between 7 p.m.
to [0 p.m. (Pacilicstandard time of USA),
If I cannot be reached at cither of the two
numbers you can leave a message with
your name, address and nature of your
illness in detail and I will write 1o you as
s0oon as [ can.

This 15 a free service in the name of
God with no sirings attached. All T re-
quest in return is for you Lo publicize this
service so that others may secure medical
attention as well, D JUIBHOY PATEL

Califormia, USA

For intensive coaching
Applications for assistance are inviled
from deserving students who are prepar-
ing to appear for Std X, X1I or graduation
exams and who wish to undertake or have
alrcady undentaken intensive coaching
before the examinations.

The application should be accompa-
niecd by a certificd true copy of the
marksheets, original receipt if fees al-

ready paid, monthly family income and.

one relerence with address and telephone
number. Applications should be for-
warded to: Charity First, Cfo Kersi 1.
Limathwalla, B/18 Aidun Building, 1st
Dhoebi Talao Lane, Opp Metro Cinema,
Bombay 400002,  KERSI ) LIMATHWALLA

Upgrading J. J. schools

Sir Jamsetjee Jejecbhoy, first baronet,
firmly believed that no subject was as
important and deserving of his support as
promoting the education of our nation’s

VAHISHTAAD
RESIDENTIAL
COMPLEX

A PROJECT BY THE
OWNERS OF
PARADISE HOTEL

First time in Udwada
a complex with
swimming pool

and common club
house

Available
Flats
(Five) Bungalows
(Five) Row Houses
(Three) Penthouses

Just behind Pak
Iranshah Atashbehram

HDFC approval
in process

For details contact
Farida/Hekter

Paradise Hotel
Udwada Beach

Udwada 396180
Tel: (02638) 70188




LEASING

HIRE PURCHASE

BILL DISCOUNTING
LOAN SYNDICATION

FIXED DEPOSITS
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MERCHANT BANKING
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FITTING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS

Tata Finance Limited: Dubash House, Ballard Estate, Mumbai 400 038.

Across 28 cities natlonwide with Reglonal Offices at :
Mumbal: Tel: 2661471/2621653/5232765. Madras: Tel: 8232748/
B8232749/8232750. Delhl: Tel: 3723581/3723592/3316094/3316109.
Branch Offices at: Mumbal: 6th Floor, Bezzola Complex, Sion-Trombay Road, Chembur,
Mumbal 400 071. Tel: 5232765 & Tejpal Trust Bullding, Ground Fioor, (Wear Empire Cinema),
9, AK Maik Marg, Fort, Mumbal 400 001, Tet 2071213 & Salkala Complex, Shop No. 3 & 4.
Sactor 30, Opp. Sanpada Ralbway Booking Office, Mavi Mumbal 400 T03. Tel: 7680700611010,
Magpur: 120 Kaved, Mount Road, Sadar, Nagour 440 001, Tel: 537416/526461/548820/552901.
Pune: Crimbaias House, Jangl Mahara) Road, Opp. Sambhag Park, Pune 411004, Tek 3260929697,
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youth. Based on this ideology, Sir
Jamsetjee set about establishing the Sir
Jamsetjce Jejeebhoy Parsee Benevolent
Institution (SIPRI). as an educational
institution to be run on charitable lines,
This noble Institwtion which bears his
name, was founded on January 9, 1849,
and is one of the noteworthy examples of
his munificence.

Besides being the founder of S1IPBI,
Sir Jamsetjee was also the benefactor of
many other public charities. The institu-
tions which he founded and the public
works which were commissioned by him
continue to serve the citizens of India 139
vears after his death. Sir J. J. Hospital, Sir
1. 1. School of An. Sir I. J. College of
Architecture, Sirl. ). Dharmashala{Home
for the Destituie Aged). Bombay Pan-
Jrapole, Mahim Causeway and the Poona
Bund and Waterworks, arce today living
embodiments of his benevolence and
philanthropy.

The eight primary and secondary
schools presently managed under the aus-
pices of SIIPBI, are located in Bom-bay.,
Valsad, Navsari and Surat. These schools
cater, frrespective of caste, creed or reli-
gion, to the academic requirements of
over 6,000 boys and girls from various
strata of socicly. The efforts of SIIPBI 1o
promote the cause of education have,

over the years, been widely acelaimed by
the departments of education of the re-
spective governments of Maharashira
and Gujarat,

Though the schools managed by
SHPBIare equipped with science labora-
tories, computer rooms and libraries, we
feel that we should, in the larger interests
of the students, consider upgrading and
improving the academic activities of the
Institution. in order to ensure that educa-
tion is imparted on modern lines, in
pleasant surroundings and using state-of-
the-art teaching aids. The main arcas
where we propose to bring about an
i1I'i|'H‘H"-'¢I'I'Ii3I1I are:
sundertaking repairs and painting o the
SIIPBI building in Bombay., which is a
125-year-old heritage structure located
on Dr Dadabhai Naoroji Road:
sreconstruction of the school building in
Sural;
=repairing and renovating the school
building in Navsari;
s¢xpansion of the existing computer labo-
ratorics;
srenovation and modernization of the
science laboratories:
=supplying modern audiovisual teaching
aids Tor our schools in Gujarat;
*providing the schools with new physical
training and sports equipment;

*furnishing classrooms with new furni-
ture and electrical fittings, wherever re-
quired.

In an effort to raise funds to meet the
expenses for the above purposes, we
propose o host, with effect from Janvary
1998, for aduration of one year, a varictly
of educational, cultural and social events,
Having faithfully catered to the educa-
tional requirements of the student com-
munity for 150 years, we fervently ap-
peal to charitable institutions 1o extend
their support and cooperation o S1JPBI
to assist us in realizing our objectives.

Your donation by cheque or demand
draft should be drawn in favor of “Sir J,
J. Parsee Benevolent Institution — Ses-
quicentennial Fund” and forwarded 1o us
at 209, Dr Dadabhai Naoroji Road, Fon,
Bombay 400001, J1AMSETIEE JEJEEBHOY

Chainman

Sir Jamsetgee Jejeebhoy Parsee Benevolent Institution

Aid for Bordi adarian

The members of the Zai Bordi Parsi
Anjuman Fund appeal for funds 1o be
utilized for the Bordi fire-tiemple.

The fire-temple building along with
the priest’s residence, kathi godown and
the dadgah house are now over 80 years
old. With minor repairs and maintenance
work done by the Trust over the years, it

P & I Services of India

Malhotra House, 4th Floor, Opp. GPO, Bombay 400001
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can cause blindness can cause birth defects

7/ umps

can cause inflammation
in the brain

All three can be prevented
by just one vaccine

Tresivac

MMR Vaccine

At 15 -18 months,
if missed, any age thereafter

Concalt youn Docton today
[ssued in the public inferas! by the manufaciurers of Trasivac
T iy -
SRl rONa OTIOS Protection from
Serum Institute of India Lid., .
501, Dolomal Tower 211 Narman Point, Mumbai 400 02 Blrth OﬂWﬂrdS

Tel: 284 0370, 283 0147, 284 0337 Fox: 204 4389




has been possible 1o prolong the life of
the buildings bevond expectation. Now
there is aneed lor magor repairs for which
the trustees have been professionally
advised that a conservative estimate
would be around Es 20 lakhs,

Although Gholvad is a small place
with a small Irani-Parsi population, lo-
cated in a green belt 160 km north of
Bombay. it had the only adarian between
Bombay and Udvada, tll the one re-
cently opened at Sanjan. The Bordi
adarian was built as far back as 1916,

Bordi and Gholvad have a Zoroas-
trian population of only about 3(K) mem-
bers. which includes children. In spite of
the limited local resources. so [ar the
trustces have managed to break even
with the needed expenses with the help ol
donations received.

The magmitude of the current exten-
sive repairs are way beyond the means
available. Therefore, the trusiees appeal
o our Zoroastrian brethren o help the
Trust by donating generously.

As the Bordi adarian 15 a revered and
old institution, it needs special help 10
preserve it for future generations. Please
send your contribution either by demand
drafis or crossed cheques. in favor ol “Zai
Bordi Parsi Anjuman Trust — Bordi.”
Post Bordi. Station Gholvad, Dist

Thana 401701, ROHINTON BATLIWALLA
Presadem. #ad Bordi Parsi Anjuman Fund

Assist Khabardar’s work

A. F. Khabardar was the first Gujarati
poct who appreciated the freedom
struggles of India and sang and wrote for
national unity, selfless service, sacnlice,
truth, non-violence and independence. In
these present days of class and caste
wars, of clashing self interests, his poems
are of much importance and a fountain of
inspiration. He wrote many good English
poems also which have been appreciated
by English critics and poets of England.
He wrote on the holy Gaihas oo in
English as well as in Gujarati.

In the birth centenary year of this
national poet in 1981, we published the
first part of the PhD thesis on this poet A.
F. Khabardar's Poetry — a Sty by Dr
Diharmendra M. Master (Madhuram) in
Gujarati. In 199, four other books, The
Rest House of the Spivit, Leaf aned Flow-
ers, The Migraring Bivels, in English and
Mamuraj drama in Gujarati were pub-
lished at Surat under the guidance ol Dr
Ratan Marshall. In 1992, the Gujarati
book Lenters of Poet Khabardar was
published on behalf of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet. In 1994, the Gujarati book
Chevanikea — the parodies of Klabardar

was published on behalf of the Surat Parsi
Panchayat. In 1996, the Gujarati book
Prose Articles of Poet Khabardar was
published on behalf of the Madras Parsi
Anjuman.

Now, we intend to publish a volume
of selected good poems of our Khabardar.
who had published 19 Gujarati poem-
books and five English poem-books as
well as the verse-drama Manuraj in
Gujarati. In this mission, we are fortunate
1o have received the valuable coopera-
tion of Ms Manek Khabardar, grand-
daughter of poet Khabardar. But as the
publication costs of this book would be in
the region of Rs 25,000-35,000, please
help us in our project by sending liberal
publication assistance through bank draft
or cheque or money order in the name of
Prof (Dr) Dharmendra M. Master, Con-
vener, Parsi Poet Khabardar Centenary
Publications, C-3, Bajaj Vihar Colony,
Post MIDC, Waluj, 431136, Via Auran-
gabad. Maharashtra. This will be our lasi
and ninth publication.

The list of the donors will be pub-
lished in the book and the copy of the
book will be sent gratis o all donors. The
audited accounts will also be sent lo them
after the publication of the book.

D DHARMENDRA M. MASTER
Waluj

With Best Compliments From

YEZDAN AIR CARGO & COURIER

Air Cargo Booking & Forwarding Agent

Head Office

A/2, 283 Shah and Nahar Industrial Estate, Lower Parel, Bombay 400013
Tel Nos: 495464 1-2-3 Fax: 495441 |

Andheri Office

Swarup Nagar, Pipeline Road, Andheri (East), Bombay 400099
Tel Nos: 8381238-9 Fax: 8381239
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INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY DEALERS

Kalpataru Chambers, 6, Nanik Motwane Marg (Opp. Mumbai University), Fort, Mumbai 400023
TEL: 2671566, 2671432, 2671452, 2666530 FAX: 2624837

EXCHANGE BUREAUX IN MUMBAI

MUMBAI AIRPORT, Sahar (International) Tel: 8326444 Fax: 8224532
MUMBAI AIRPORT, Santacruz (Domestic) Tel: 6183321
MUMBAI DOCKS

EXCHANGE BUREAU BRANCHES

GOA No 119, Hotel Fidalgo, 18th June Road, Panjim, Goa 403001
Tel: 220129, 226291-9 Ext. 119 Fax: (0832) 220129

NEW DELHI GF 9-11 Indraprakash Bldg, 21 Barakhamba Road,
New Delhi 110001
Tel: 3352547, 3310028, 3352548 Fax: (011) 3357008

BANGALORE G-2 Richmond Plaza, Richmond Circle, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Road,
Bangalore 560025
Tel: 2227194, 2211025 Fax: (080) 2211064

NOW INTRODUCING

REEROZE FRANIROZ {1

AR COMPARMNY

TOURS & TRAVEL SERVICES

52 White Hall, August Kranti Marg, Mumbai 400036
TEL: 3620005, 3642512, 3671455, 3680303 FAX: 3630656




Our Hairdressers-Beauticians and
Barbers will do anything for you
to make you look beautiful and
handsome for all occasions.

Please give us one opportunity.

In Ladies section we have enrolled
expert Hairdressers and Beauticians

ENNIS

3, Russel St, Calcutta. Phone: 29-8088

NU ENNIS

6A, Corporation Place, Calcutta.
Phone: 244-2272

AUGUST MOON

27A/B, Royd St, Calcutta. Phone: 29-8893
Strictly a Ladies Beauty Parlour.
We also have branches in Madras

ENNIS I & ANNEXURE

Fountain Plaza, Pantheon Road

ENNIS 11

Phone: 642-7117

ENNIS Iil

Phone; 827-0615

JIMMY’S ENNIS

Phone: 827-8760

GENTLEMAN JIM

Phone: 532-5906

Please do visit our Parlours
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The Forgotten Religion
In the days of yore

In the lands of old,

Lived hunters and peasants

And priests and Kings,

They worshipped the pagans
And gods akin,

In those days of yore

In those lands of old,
Rose a prophet of God
Oh, let his story unfold.

O Spitama Zarathushira

From the day you were born,
Evil cried in fear

And heaven praised you in song,

Ahura Mazda's gifted servant,
You trudged the ancient land of Iran,
To wach the people His word,

For three thousand years and beyond,
We have kept His altars burning
Through toil and labor

Enduring trial and suffering,

Your words have been lost
Your fires destroyed

Your temples desecrated
Your followers persecuted.

Yet there still live a few

Who revere and believe in you.

O Spitama Zarathushira, Prophet of old,
Through us again, let your work unfold.

We number but a few,
Lost in the evil of this world anew.

But all is not lost,

O Prophet of old,

Your spirit lives on,
Your people are strong.

Through Mazda's grace

We shall be bold.

Relighting those ancient altars
Gathering up His souls.

We shall not go quietly into the night,
We shall bring this world into His light.

Through your guidance and blessings,
Through your examples and teachings,
We shall proudly proclaim

That we still believe in your name.

ZURIN BOMANSHAW
USA

‘1 am a Mazdayasm Zarathushii.”

Eshatedd by Pannaz M. Gandin



We arrange every detail carefully, to make your stay just the way you want it. Al this
within a few minutes walk from the sights and sounds of downtown Bombay.

For the business traveller, a most refreshing change of pace. The warmth and attention
is so much a part of our hospitality that our customers are happy to visit us again.

Service is a long standing tradition at SG.

Sea Green is located, amidst the
commercial, business, shopping &
entertainment centres of Bombay.
All our rooms are air-conditioned
and have STAR + CABLE TV for
your viewing pleasure. All this
surrounded by the breath-taking
panoramic view of the sea.

SEA GREEN HOTEL

145, Marine Drive, Bombay 400 020 Tel: 2822294, 2822235, 2822364
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Events and
Personalities

Willing to raise more
*Parsis are willing 1o donate generously
for a worthy cause if they are convinced
that their money will be utilized for the
betterment of the community.” This has
been the observation of the Bardoli
Jarthosti Anjuman which despite its lim-
ited corpus of two lakh rupees was able
to raise Bs 20 lakhs to fulfil their objec-
tive of providing subsidized rental flats
and shops 1o deserving individuals.
The complex was inaugurated on Janu-
ary 4, 1998 by Marazban Patrawala, mem-
ber of the National Commission for Mi-
norities who, whilst lauding the efforts of
the trustees of the Bardoli Anjuman, urged
other bodies 1o ake a cue from this small
anjuman, Shun white collar jobs and im-
prove yourstatus by dintofl hard work and
labor as did our forefathers, Parrawala

20 Fargana Falbvuary-Mareh 1958

advised the youths,

The mayor of Bardoli Gautam Vyas,
mambatdar Ganpat Chaudhary, chairman
of the World Zoroastrian Organisation
(WZ0) Shahpur Captain, president of the
Vyara-Songadh Parsi Anjuman Dr
Bahadur Jokhi and other dignitaries oo
addressed the gathering assembled from
different corners of India and even over-
seas, as notes the wrile-up.

Inhisspecehihe presidentofthe Bardoli
Anjuman Jamshed J. Mohta mentioned
that they had received a donation of Rs
7.50.000 from Bai Mancckbai P. B.
Jecjechhoy Deed of Settlement Fund, Rs
TOLOO0 from the WZO, Rs 550,000
from various Parsi trusts and individuals,
while Rs 260,000 was raised from the
sale of their property and Rs 1.40,000
fromithe serapol the old building. Finding

a balance of Rs 4,00,000 in their coffers
alier having expended Rs 20,0000 on
the new building, they are contemplating
constructing one more floor il they ¢an
raise another Rs 3,00,000),

After having accommodated seven
poor and homeless Parsi families from
places other than Bardoli, they still have a
waiting listofi60, they write. Asannounced
the compere Rusi Besania, this project has
been successful thanks to theefforis of the
Anjuman’s “dynamic and visionary™ hon-
orary secretary Pervez B. Mchiawhormsed
the finance, planncd and supervised the
construction at the expense of neglecting
his family and business.

On the occasion special honors were
accorded to Mehta, Mohta and WZO's
Dinshaw Tambaoly for his “yeoman ser-
vice 1o the downtrodden members of our
community.” Other
individuals named for
. their support and

guidance in Bardoli
Anjuman vice presi-
dent Dav-lathanoo S,
Mohta's vote of
thanks were Besania,
ScyllaVaicha, Burjor
Antia and Jamshed

Al the inauguration
of Bardoli's new
complex: Parra-
wela lighis a lamp
in the presence af
{from lefi) Vvas,
Captain. Mehia,
Tamboly and 1),
Mahtea; {(below)
secrion of the
ardience, Photo:
Suresh Vashi; (feft) J.

. Maohta (cemter, back
row) with project
Supparters



With compliments of

ADI B. SAGAR
& COMPANY

ELECTRICAL CONSULTANTS
ENGINEERS
AND CONTRACTORS

BOMBAY 400005




Ciuzder. The chanting of Clliaive hame
Zarathoshii led to the function’s linale,
the ghambar.

Cheering the cricketers

The Parsi Pentangular Cricket Tourna-
ment “managed o kindle the spirit of
competition by gamering the best Parsi
players (from Jamshedpur, Calcutia,
Secunderabad-Hyderabad and Surat) 10
come 1o Nagpur.” mentions a4 wrile-up
submitted by Sohrab Kanga, Whilstinau-
gurating the Tournament on Oclober 29,
1997 at the Bishop Cotton School grounds,
Aspi Bapuna, chairman of the Bapuna
Groupwhichsponsored the meet, stressed

on the necd for Parsis 1o inleract on a
regular basis, pledging his Group’s sup-
porttopromote logethemess among Parsis,

The Bapuna Cup was won by Surat,
and the runners-up were Calcuua, fol-
lowed by Sccunderabad-Hyderabad,
Nagpurand Jamshedpur. The man ol the
series was Rustom Sethna of Surat. while
Dinyar Mucadam of Calcutta got the
best bowler™ s trophy, 5. Iram of Caleutia
was declared the best batsman, Jahan
Mehta of Caleutta the hest liclder and
Yim Dotivala of Jamshedpur, the mosi
promising youngsier,

The event this year was organized by
the Nagpur Parsi Gymkhana. deemed the

At the Parsi Pemtangulars at Nagpur
left) the winners, Surat team, being
imtroducedto A, Bapuna; (right) Surat's
Zubin Bhatporia receiving trophy from
Dhinshaw Bapuna while Gimi (lefi) and
A, Bapuna stand applaading

pioncers of ericket in central India. The
president of the Gymkhana Shiraz Gimi,
who has been the chief organizer of the
Tournament since its inception in 1975, is
credited with many firsts, among them
being the Night Cricket spectacular held
regularly m Nagpur, mentions the report.
Assisting him in organizing for the hospi-
tality and comforts of the players were

CATERING & ALLIED
Farrokh Khambata

Wishing all our dear clients a very Happy
and Prosperous Jamshedi Navroze

Ness Baug, Annexe 2. 2nd Floor, Flat #3, Nana Chowk, Mumbai 400007

Tel: 3870856/3872350
Production: 201 1037/2073840
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WARNING.

BREATHING AT HOME COULD BE
INJURIOWS TO YOUR HEALTH.

Every
time you
breathe, you inhale
harmful pollutants.

Right now, exhaust

fumes, smoke, chemical
odours and dust are making
their way into your home.
And you aren't even aware
of them. If you think that
shutting doors and win-

dows is enough, you're
making a big mistake.
Because these micro-
scopic pollutants manage
to find their way
indoors and cause
respiratory problems

like cough, cold

and asthma.

What your

EUREKA FORBES LTD.
Your FRIEND FOR LIFE

home
needs is the
Euroair Clean
Air System to com-
bat indoor air pollution,
Euroair has a special filtra-
tion system that traps
even the minutest particles.
And circulates clean, fresh air
indoors. So you breathe
better, feel better and work
better. Euroair Clean Air
System is backed by the
Eureka Forbes guarantee
of excellent quality
and prompt after
sales service. So
install Euroair
and get a breath
of clean, fresh
air today.

&raair

CLEAN AIR SYSTEM

A subsidiary of Forbes Gokak Lid.

To ensure your family’s good bealth, call or write to us at : THE CORPORATE OFFICE:
PRABHADEWVI, MUMBAI 400 025. TEL: 430 1725

TRITOMSTIEFLITTS®

BHUPESH GUPTA BHAVAN, 85, SAYANI ROAD,



honorary secretary Mehroo Watchmaker,
Taubenda Bhagwagar, Peshotan Mehia
and Shiraz Doongaje among others.

The Pemangulars m Nagpur coincided
with the 102nd anniversary of the Ba
Hirabai Mullan Dar-e-Meher “in which a
week long celebration including avariery
of programs were planned 10 keep the
visiling teams in good cheer...” Various
compelitions, talent contesis. aslick lash-
ion show and fireworks ended with o
grand dinner-n-dance at the Billimoria
Brothers Parsi Dharamshala on Novem-
ber 2. 1997, states Kanga, Next vear the
Tournament will be played in Surat.

{Left) Fashiton st e celebrate Neag-
preercieriney's HO2nel enmviversary. ( Right)
Air exercise in tean-work concducted
i Hvderabad by 5. Rustomfram

The Bapuna Group which is “one of
central India’s premier corporate houses
with business interests ranging from the
manufaeture of alcohol and IMEL (Indian
made Toreign liguor), o Dnance and non-
conventional energy™ takes an avid inter-
estin sports. They also sponsor the Pure
Giold Cup Cricket Tournament held under
the auspices of the Vidarbha Cricket As-
socition which forms the basis of selec-

tion of playvers from the region for the
Ranji Trophy matches. notes the write-up.
The Cupis named after onc of the Group’s
products. Yet another game which has
carned their support is bridge. Since [99)
they have been sponsoring the Banu
Bapuna Memorial Bridge Tournament
which is held immediately prior 1o the
nationals,

Accent on FUNN

From liquor to learning is surely a long
haul. But the Rustomframs, whose pro-
genitors rank amongst the first liquor sup-
pliers in Hyderabad, have brought about

AGNUM ARMS

Dealers in most kinds of Arms & Ammunition

Railway Hotel Building, R. M. Roy Road
Off Grant Road, Bombay 400004
Tel: 3895855 (12 to 6), 3852035
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M. PALLONJI
GROUP OF COMPANIES

Corporate Office:
Prop of: Tgj Printing Works 46/A, Cawasji Patel Street, Fort, Bomibbay 400 001;
Tel: 2042432 <- 2854218 <- 2853058 <- 2853080 Telex: 011-75871 MPEL IN Fax: 022-2855325

”9& M. PALLONJI & CO. P\T. LTD.

Leading Contractors for Indusirial Painting and Coatings, Anti-Corrosion,
Waterproofing. Construction, Diving, Dredging and Offshore Contractors

Members of 5.5.P.C. (USA) & N.A.C.E. (USA)

PALLONJI INVESTMENT & FINANCE PVT. LTD.

Manufacturers of Waterproofing material

Manufacturers of Longlasting Exterior coating material

Kenitex
& TRAVOTEL (INDIA) PVT. LTD.

Hotel Maya Balrampur

Member of Internaticnal Hotel Associafion & FHRAI
Situated at: Balrampur, Dist. Gonda, Uttar Pradesh 271 201,
Tel. No. STD 05263-32208/32507 FAX No: STD 052463-32508

. PALLONJI LEASING PVT. LTD.

SEBI REGISTERED MERCHANT BANKER
Hire Purchase, Leasing & other Financial Services

E"};’ PALLONJI COATINGS PVT. LTD.

Manufacturers of Industrial Paints, Primers & Sealants

STERLING MOTORS

Authorised Teleo Dealers
For Nashik. Ahmednagar and Solapur

for TATA Passenger Cars ana Commercial Viehicles
Sales, Service and Spare Parts

Main Dealership:
Old Agra Road, NASHIK 422 001. 3 (0253) 78298 « 78598 FAX: (0253) 78598

Registered Otffice :
87. Abdul Rehman Street, Bombay 400 003. T 343 6607 » 342 4150 » Gram : PALLOMJIM



THE ZOROASTRIAN
CO-OPERATIVE BANK
LIMITED

(Established 1927)
We welcome you to

- Fully Computerised Operations
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this transition with a rare flair and linesse.

Starved out ol their ancestral family business by the dry policy
ushered in by the Andhra Pradesh Government some two years
ago, Sarosh and Zenobia Rustomfram decided 1o put their
lfarmland on the outskirts of Hyderabad to more equitable use
than a5 a mere rustic patch for themselves 1o retire o and
rejuvenate from the pressures of city life. Zenobia, a trained
youth (and marriage) counsellor started a leaming center, in-
spired by the Outbound Foundation in Panchgani. to enable
individuals 1o “explore values, attitudes and beliefs in a secure,
non-threatening way.”

The Rustomirams” Centre for Outdoor and Development
Programmes aims at teaching FUNN (Fundamental Learning
Mol Necessary) to various age-groups through a better under-
standing of mature, by incorporating the “outdoors” inthe curricu-
lum in avery informal manner. “We are both nature and outdoor
fovers,” informs Sarosh, who steadfastly refuses to develop this
plot at Gandiper Village near Osmansagar, approximately an
hour” s drive from Hyderabad, inany environmentally-unfriendly
manner. “Ttdoes scare away the corporates we would like toenrol
in our character-building and personality-development pro-
grams.” Butmodern constructions with “fancy five-star loos and
air-conditioned conferenee halls™ are a strict no-no in an atmo-
sphere dominated by (ruit trees and vegetable patches, person-
ally cultivated by Sarosh. *1 even plough the land here myself,
with my two bullocks,” informs Sarosh.

So. while preserving the character of the land, and putting
their combined knowledge and experience (his of the land and
soil, and hers in education) w use, the Rustomrams, armed with
further training imparted by Outbound Foundation, now run
courses from one 1o live days” duration at their farm for children,
their parents, and corporate bigwigs. The courses combine
training in gardening, rock-climbing, trekking, with manage-
ment, meditation, and even fine ans, photography and yoga,

The Rustomirams currently aim at running programs for
children, which through a series of well-planned activities “will
teach them o think critically, express opinions confidently, be
sell-reliant, make choices within a moral context, and imbibe
values of cooperation and team spirit.

The courses are very modestly priced, and include spacious
ancd comfortable accommaodation atop tree-top houses (machans)
and intents, nutritionally delicious food, basic medical facilities,
creative learning tools and activitics set 1o high safety standards.

Further details can be obtained from 395 Bank Street,
Hyderabad 500001, Phone: 392357/4610718. Homi ), Rogers

Happily delivering
*Any hospital which has cacsarcan sections forming 25 percent
or more of its wial deliveries is in a questionable position. It is
however very normal For this ratio to be around five percent,”
opined Dr Behram S. Anklesaria, president of the Societies of
Obstetrics and Gynaccology of Gujarat for the year 1997, inan
interview with City Speak, Ociober 3, 1997, The 1,200 plus
gynecologists practising in Gujarat account for almost 10 per-
cent of the all-India fraternity, mentioned Anklesaria who clari-
fied that “ncarly 90 percent of the deliveries are atiended by
midwives, qualilied health workers, et and not by gynecs. The
system has been working well over the years...(with) about 30
percent of deliverics taking place at home and they are normal
deliveries.”

Nincty percent of Anklesaria’s practice at the Dr S. B.
Anklesaria’s Hospital for Women at Ahmedabad is of the
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lower middle class and other backwird
sections ol thecity, mentions the article, 1
amnot promoting myselfas asocial worker
or as i role model for the other doctors. In
the long run we all end up doing what we
are happy doing the
most..."  declared
Anklesaria who had
served as presudent of
the Ahmedabad Ob-
stetrics and Gynae—
cology Society during
its diamond jubilee
year in 1996-97 and
has bheen recently
elected senior vice
president of the Fed-
eration of Obstetrics Gynaecology Soci-
eties of India (FOGSI).

Professor and head of the obstetrics
and gynccology unitatthe L. G, Hospital,
the N, H. L. Medical College and the K.
M. School of Post Graduate Medicing,
Anklesaria has been serving as examiner

Anklesaria:
health guardicn

for several universities and as inspectorol

various medical colleges in India on be-
half ol'the Medical Council of India, notes
his bio data. Specializing in endoscopy.
fertility and menopause. he has contrib-
uted articles in the general Press, and
seientilic joumnalsand publicationsbroughi

Cemet i the limelight with wife
Melorens

out by FOGSL Only last year he was
imvited as guest lecturer at the World
Congress of Labour and Delivery: Jour-
ney (o be made Safe.

To promote health education and wel-
fare among the public Anklesaria has ap-
pearcd on several TV programs. He is
coneerned that multinationals are dump-
ing banned medical products in India,
pointing out that tampons which have
been banned in the US for the last many
vears alter linding women suffering from
“toxic shock syndrome”™ are now [lreely
available in Indi

To him also goes the credit of organiz-
ing an extensive audiovisual ongoing
teaching program for sex education in
Gujarat schools. As realized Anklesaria,
“Adter all these years sex education is still
almost incidental; apatchy haphazard ex-
creise. There are no prescribed ext books
andd than the siate government is embar-
rassed 1o handle this issue is more than
obvious.”

Cama made Nagarbhushan
The title of Nagarbhushan was recently
conferred on Jehangir R. J. Cama, chair-

l

ian and managing director of the Canv
Hotels Limited, by the Ahmedabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation. The honor was in
appreciation of his services to trade and
the respect he has carned as acitizen, notes
a press release. His name was reportedly
sclected by an eminent jury consisting of
Mrinalini Sarabhai, Arvindbhai Narottam
and Udayan Chinubhai.

Nearly 20,000 people were present al
the Sardar Patel Stadium to witness the
presentation of the awards at a glittering
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lunction. writes Cama, Similar awards
were also presented o those whoe had
made outstanding comtribution o indus-
try. art, civie alfairs, elc.

President’s hospitality

He started the hotel to keep his sons in
Indore. And now the family believes the
hotel irade is the “very best business to
bein.”

Tehemton Mecher Thanevala. his wife
Banoo and their two sons Rohinton and
Gev established the Hotel President in
Madhyva Pradesh’s premier commercial
city on May 7. 1990, The 65-room estab-
hishment located in the heart of the city 1s
one ol the three leading hotels in Indore,
the others being the Taj Residency and
Shreemaya Hotel,

Formerly landowners, the FTamily had
stables, godowns and a tennis count ad-
Joining their home. Thanevala Terrace.
“The horses went, then Dad stopped play-
g lennis. We didn "t require the godowns
so we decided o use the plot for a hotel,”
explained Gev who, when asked what
aspect of the Hotel he manages, laughed
and replied “everything.”

Dad looks after the maintenance and
upkeep, Rohinton, anoted lawyerin Indore,
handles the public relations and Mum
tends to the “communications,” which
meanslaking and conveying the innumer-
able telephone messages and other calls,
sy the sons. She gets annoyed when the
boys don’tshow up for dinner due o other
engagements, but, as the family explains,
the hotel line is a 24-hour business,

What is the secret of success in the
hotel business? “"Cleanliness, quick ser-
vice and the right location,” says the be-
spectacled and mild mannered Gev., The
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Paving their vespects (fromn left):
Bapsy Daviervala, Tivandaz, Meods,
Guzeder. R, Daviervala, Talevarkhan,
Keavearana aned Master-Moos

{Inxer) Sanjens Memorial Colunin
Phato: Rusi M. Davar

Haotel is situmted in the commercial hub ol
Indore, at a distance of half a Kilometer
from the main ralway station, and cight
Kilometers [rom the airport.

“Maintenance,” stresses the father, “is
crucial in this line. Every small thing vou
have 1o look into.” He shows us around a
well appointed, spotless suite 1o empha-
size his point. The two-room suile rents
[or Rs 1.575 anight plus taxes (1 Opercent
luxury tax and five percent service charge ).
Acregular single room costs Rs 775 plus
taxes. The Hotel has a health club, a
restaurant. aconference hall, anexecutive
center and o travel agency, Presidential
Travels.

Pointing oul the long hours the family

T
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S “Hﬂ -

has to put in, and the day-to-day problems
of running a medium sized hotel in the
state’s largest city, the brothers insist it's
not so bad. The pros greatly outweigh the
cons, they say. “In which other business
can you order chicken tikkas at two in the
morning and be able 1o cat it (dressed) in
yoursudreh? asks Rohinton withalaugh.

To Sanjan, with gratitude
Among the nearly 1,000 devout Zoroas-
trians who had gathered in Sanjan on
MNovember 21, 1997 were the chairman
and trustees of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet Jamshed Guzder, Silloo
Kavarana, Rustom Tirandaz, and other
stalwarts like Homi Taleyarkhan, Homai
Modi and Dr Mcher Master-Moos. They
came by Gujarat Express which is permit-
ted a special halt at Sanjan on Sanjan Day
by the Western Ratlway, according 1o a
THEWS n:p-nrt.

As Sanjan Day (malt Tir, roj Bahman)
marks the anniversary of the Parsis® land-
ing in Sanjan in 716 AD, it should be
declared a holiday at least in schools and
other institutions run by the Parsi
Punchayetl, recommended Eohintan
Daviervala, president of the Sanjan Me-

contined on page 172

Inelore s Hotel President with ewners
Tefremton (seated), Rohinton (left)
aned Gev Thanevala
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Editing the FEZANA Journal

Computer engineer and editor-in-chief of the
FEZANA Journal Roshan Rivetna speaks of her varied concerns

“The main problem is what 1o select
and what to leave out,” laughs Roshan

Riveina about her job as editor-in-chicf

of the FEZANA Journal, the quarterly
newsmagazine published by the Fed-

cration of Zoroastrian Associations ol

Morth America. Duringe her recent trip
to India she says she has
collected “all kinds of in-
teresting articles.”

Working closely with
Dr Rustom Kevala, chair-
man of FEZANA’s publi-
cations committee who
deals with a “broader per-
spective,” taking an over-
all view of the Journal's
contents, Rivetna deals
with the nitty-gritty of -
gathering articles, enter-
ing all the material (some
of which comes on loppy
discs) into the computer and proofread-
ing, designing layouts, elc.

Having adopied the concepl of guesi
editors, members of the North Ameri-
can community, who are well versed in
certain subjects, are assigned a theme
two issues in advance, like for example
mobeds and dar-e-mehers in Norith
America or the age of Zarathushira
which had been edited by Sarosh
Maneckshaw or the Gatlias, assigned 10
Yezdi Rustomiji, or the theme of spiritu-
ality being handled by Dr Jehan Bagli.
It is then their responsibility o collect,
edit and proofread their assigned pages.
Such “themes” do not ¢laim to be dealt
with comprehensively but do provide a
cursory look at the respective lields for
the benefit of the lay reader. Moreover,
it gives the Jowrnal “a different Mavor.”
The mobeds and dar-c-mehers issue
will also give an overview of agiaries
and atash bahrams in the home coun-
tries with a briel look at how they are
consecrated, says Rivetna. The mate-
rial for youth pages is entircly prepared
by the current youth editor Aaron
Rustom. Most of the material is re-
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Rivetnea: ¢ Hennitic
approach

Arnavaz 5. Mama

ceived by Rivetna over phone and fax,
she notes,

The deadlines are rigid: “We have to
stick 1o the days of the program. There
isnomargin (for delays),” notes Rivetna
who choreographs it all Irom her Chi-
cago residence along with her own job
at AT&T Bell Laboratories
as computer engineer and
the ubiquitous housckeep-
ing. Mailing day is a quar-
terly event at their residence
with sometimes 20 people,
but normally six to eight,
gathering to stamp and ad-
dress the copics and “gener-
ally have a nice day to-
eether” after which Roshan
Rivetna with her husband
Rolunton despatch the edi-
tion from two post offices.

Roshan  Patel  and
Rohinton Riveina had met, married and
left for Chicago, USA. all in the space
of one month in January 1966, she
recalls. Due to stringent foreign ex-
change regulations at the time, they
were allowed to carry only eight dollars
cach. Rohinton had first landed a job
with the American National Can Cor-
poration [from which he retired alter a
[ull working life as director ol environ-
mental engincering (corporate) world-
wide in December 1997 and continues
as consultant] and his brother Dara—a
source of moral support — was making
his way through college, she adds,

They had found about 50 Zoroasiri-
ans in Chicago. The first few had come
in the carly 505 and the Zoroastrian
Association of Americahad been formed
but was loundering, remembers Roshan
Rivetna. The Chicago Zoroastrians used
to meel informally but people were
wary of forming an association, view-
ing it as a possible source of [riction.
Eveniually however “a letler was sent
out signed by live or six persons 1o all
Zoroastrians we knew of 1o arrange a
mecting. Forty 1o 50 people came. They

formed a small committee to write the
charter of the association.” The consu-
tution was formalized and the Zoroas-
trian Association of Metropolitan Chi-
cago (ZAC) was launched in 1975 with
Iranian Zoroastrian Behram Faradia as
its first president and Rohinton Rivetna
as the first secretary.

It was during Rohinton Rivetna's
subsequent term as president (he served
in that office for cight years) that ZAC
planned for and acquired its darbe
meher. Though negotiations were be-
gun with the Guiv Trust, the Associa-
tion funded its own land purchase to the
wne of § 55,000, The edifice cost an
additional $ 1,90,000 of which $
1,50,000 were met from a Guiv Trust
grant. Even so the cost had been kept
low because “Rohinton did the design-
ing, contracting and supervising. He
would go there twice a day. Afler the
painting stage all cleaning, finalizing
and finishing was done by (Association
members). When we finished the banld-
ing, there was nothing left in the kity.
Now there's a good corpus for mainte-
nance. (We are) not relying on the Guiv
Trust... (though) we’ve really main-
tained good relations with it...” Canada
based Iranian philanthropist Mchraban
Zarthoshty gave about 5 30,000 to-
wards a library, Roshan notes with grati-
tude and so far they have built up a wall
of books including two suitcascluls from
the collection of the late Dastur Navrooz
Minochehr-Homji.

The Chicago community now in-
cludes about 40-60 children who gather
for religious cducation once a month,
Kayomarsh Mehta organizes the reli-
gious classes for all age-groups with a
teacher for each group, informs Roshan.
The Sunday school at the darbe meher
is preceded by a Chicago institution,
regularly alluded to in their newsletter
— the slecpover. “Because the dis-
tances are so great and it is important
that when the kids meet they spend
some time together,” families volun-
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teer 1o host the sleepovers in rotation.
“Sometimes (the children) cook for
themselves or gotothe movies... There's
no formal education involved,” explains
Roshan.

Alternating fortnightly with the Sun-
day school is ZAC's monthly board
meeting at 10 am, About 70 10 80
people come. Al noon everyone gathers
in the prayer room for the Arash Nivash,
followed by a dhansak-kavab lunch
cooked in rotation by two familics. The
afternoon sees them involved in a dis-
cussion, listening to a talk, witnessing a
jashan or learning western cowboy “line
dancing.” After tea they disperse o
their far-flung homes, Roshan describes
the monthly get-logethers.

“Though a lot of people believe that
the Fasli calendar is the right calendar,”
ZAC holds Shehenshahi mukiads and
the FEZANA Journal carries the dates
according to all three Zoroastrian cal-
endars. The general approach is to “go
slow on il,” says Roshan.

In the context of Rohinton Rivena's
crusade 1o establish a representative
world body of Zoroastrians, one with a
mandate to negotiate with governments
and international bodies in a variety of
fields of activity, Roshan is unhappy

with Bombay's Parsi Press. "The Jam-
e-damshed and The Bombay Samachar
never publish Rohinton’s letters in re-
sponse to challenges from the WZO and

“Because the
distances are so
great it is important
that when the kids
meet they spend
some time together”

Dinshaw Tamboly... (They)always keep
asking “Why a second body?" Even the
FEZANA associations... didn’t under-
stand that what Rohinton is saving is
complementary 1o the W20, she notes.
“Mow that the WZO is agreeing 1o a
council of anjumans, the only question
is whether the second body will be
within the WZO or separate,” she adds.

Daughter of the late Jaloo and
Khurshed Patel, Roshan acquired a BSc
in Physics from Elphinstone College.
Bombay and her masters in nuclear
physics from the University of Pius-
burgh, returning 1o India to work with

the Atomic Energy Establishment and
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Re-
search from 1962 ull her marriage in
1966, Alter she and Rohinton had settled
in Chicago, she went to work with the
Argonne National Laboratory in high
energy physics and moved to AT&T
Bell Laboratories as a compulter engi-
neer 15 years ago.

Currently involved in remodelling
their two-storeyved house — their archi-
tect son Cyrus has been given a carle
blanche at designing — Roshan juggles
three hats: that of builder-contractor, of
editor-publisher and of computer scien-
tist, apart from her familial role. The
Riveinas’ daughter Zenobia works as
an art director for small newspapers in
Boston but is a qualified landscape ar-
chitect who wants 10 move back to her
field. And Jamshed. an engineer now
finishing his MBA from De Paul Uni-
versity of Chicago who was married
last year 1o Tami, works with a firm of
consullant engineers.

Rohinton who is involved in form-
ing his own consultative company 1o
address environmental concerns, is keen
to work in India, says Roshan. Should
that materialize Bombay will sce more
ol the Rivelnas again.

and
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Zarathushtra not Zoroaster
Following a presentation, “Zarathush-
tra, His Religion and Its Followers —
Standardization of Names and Spell-
ings” by Jamshed R. Udvadia, and a
proposal by Bella Tata to use “Zara-
thushti’ instead of *Zoroastrian” in the
name of the next World Congress 2000,
the recommendation of delegates at the
Federation of Zoroastrian Associations
of North America (FEZANA) annual
general meeting in Crestone, Colorado,
in August 1997 was to standardize on
the following:

Name of the prophet: Zarathushtra
Name of the religion: Zarathushti din or
daena or religion

Name of the follower: Zarathushti
Starting with the Fall 1997 issue,
FEZANA Journal has adopted these
spellings. The Federation hopes that all
Zarathushtis, anjumans, associations
and federations will gradually move 10
adopt these standard spellings.

World body

“The voice of an individual may not
reach the the World Body but that of an
organization will.” Simultancously, “if
individuals do not have a chance of
direct participation they will not have
any sense of belonging or any attach-
ment to the World Body.” So reasoning
the Zarathushirian Cultural Center
(ZCC) of Vancouver, Canada has circu-
lated a skeletal plan to the World Zoro-
astrian Organisation (WZ0) and the
proponents of the World Council of
Zoroastrian Federations (WCZF) 1o
consider, afier clearing “their mind of
the happenings of the past seven years.”
The plan has been forwarded 1o Parsiana
by ZCC director Faribourz Rahnamoon.

Noting that a truly representative
World Body is necessary, that the
“WZO, in spite of all the good work,
has never filled in the void except with
its name” and that the proposed “WCZF
has its own drawbacks,” the ZCC has
proposed a skeletal plan adding cat-
egorically, “We don’t intend o be a
third group.” They seek active response
from the community (“please send in
your views to us, If you agree and don’t
have anything to add... send in a post-
card and say you agree™).

The ZCC suggestion is to divide the
world into six regions. India, Iran, North
and South America, Europe cach com-
prise a region. Pakistan together with
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the Middle East and Alrica coalesce
into the fifth one and Australia, New
Zealand, Hongkong and other Pacific
countries together form the sixth. The
idea behind the groupings is to allow for
a minimum of 10,000 members.

Every Zarathushti, member irrespec-
tive of age, would have .01 of the vote
but it would be incumbent on everyone
to belong to hisfher local anjuman/
punchayet/association. With an inge-
nious combination of direct and indi-
rect voling, the ZCC plan requires the
anjumans ol each region to create a
regional WZO by electing six directors.
The head of the regional WZO, the
seventh member, would be dircctly
elected by individuals. Individuals 16
years and above have the right to vole.
Votes of newborns 1o 16 years would be
wiclded by the head of the family in the
case of direct voting by individuals.

The six direcily clected heads of the
six regions would also serve as directors
of the World Body. The head of the
World Body — the seventh member of
the board — would however be elected
by theanjumans/associations of the world.

The term of office of all directors/
office bearers would be three years and
no one may be elected for more than
two conseculive lerms in the same or-
ganization,

The strength of the anjuman’s vole
would be determined by the size of its
membership, all members being fully
paying members. The quanium of mem-
bership fee would however be kept so
low that all individuals can afford 1o be
members — “more as a token of mutual
recognition and statistic” — and none
should have an excuse not to pay. The
annual payment suggested is one US,
Canadian or Australian dollar, one
pound in England, five Indian/Paki-
stani rupees and 10 tomans in Iran. The
membership fees collected by the local
anjuman would be paid to the regional
WZO along witha proper listto provide
for a proper statistical base for decision
making and avoid dual membership.
Membership fees thus are not a source
of fund-raising which would need 10 be
conducted independently.

The direciors of the world/regional
badies would each be in charge of such
portfolios as secretarial, fund-raising
and charity, religious and educational,
legal and political, culwwral, liaison with
other religionsforganizations, elc.

Readers are invited to send in their
views lothe ZCC, P.O. Box 54115, 1562
Lonsdale Avenue, North Vancouver BC
V7M 3L5 Canada (Fax: 1-604-9882061).

KZBM forward ho!

The Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal's
(KZBM) annual report could vie with
any corporale production. Printed on an
paper and enlivened by seven two-color
line drawings by young Zarathushtis aged
between |1 and 17 years, the report
forwarded 1o Parsiana by its president
Toxy Cowasjee contains a mine of infor-
mation regarding KZBM activities, ac-
counts and membership profile.

[ts 6635 members as at the end of June
97 included 15 patrons, 578 life mem-
bers, 72 ordinary members and 57 out-
station members. The nine successful
programs of the year were gencrally
well auended but the live presentation
of Paradise by Canadian Zoroastrians
Shahriar and Shervin Shahriari — an
interface between Zarathushtra and
Cyrus the Great, also made into a video
— was the KZBM's special project for
Pakistan’s 50th anniversary and had an
attendance of 498 people.

The “Three Generations Evening'
had grandmothers, mothers and chil-
dren participating with roles reversed,
Though 98 people attended, only five
families participated in the spirit of the
function, informs the report by Navaz
Aga, chairperson of the program sub-
commillee.

A light classical ‘Concert by the
Sea,” with popular disc jockey Richic
highlighted on a rock, was followed by
dinner and dancing under the manekthari
prnram (full moon) and was a hit with
222 participants not wanting to go home
even after midnight!

A ‘Bring and Buy' evening was or-
gamized to collect funds for two cosmo-
politan charities when KZBM mem-
bers were asked to bring a minimum
two items of packaged food — prefer-
ably homemade. Priced by the KZBM
committee and sold by volunteers, the
ladies” efforts harvested RBs 37,000 in
45 minutes.

Among other KZBM activities,
scholar Virasp Mehta who publishes the
Informal Religions Meetings newsletter
conducted a weekly Garha discussion
group with 22 youth participants over six
weeks, informs Cowasjee’s report.

continued on page 196
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POLITICS AND POLICY

From debate to dialog

Delegates from FEZANA briefed the Indian Federation on
developments regarding the formation of a world body

“The Dalai Lama was speaking about
ahimsato (a gathering of) multiculiural
religious communities in alighter vein:
“We say that the idea of ahimsa origi-
nated in India and many countries have
benefitted by its export. Perhaps we
have exported oo much. We g
are left with a very small sur-
plus.” 1 whispered in his ears,
“That too has been cornered by
the Parsis!™™ The smiling, be-
spectacled Dr Mohamed Shal
Qureshi. governor of Madhya
Pradesh (MP). was addressing
the exccutive council meet of
the Federation of Parsi Zoroas-
trian Anjumans ol Indiaon Feb-
ruary 1, 1998 atthe Indore Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjuman’s dha-
ramshala hall. Other engage-
ments had prevented Qureshi
from inaugurating the mect
which had begun on January
31. Reference to the event featured on
Doordarshan and in the local Press.
A souvenir, containing messages
from high dignitaries, brief histories of
the Indore and Mhow anjumans as also
an ad hoe list of “Parsee Firsts™ was
published on the occasion and launched
by Federation president and Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) charman
Jamshed Guazder, a copy being pre-
sented to the governor. President of
India R. K. Narayanan praised the
community’s “manifold skills... in poli-
tics, commerce, science, journalism
{and) the fine arts,” Vice President
Krishan Kant called Parsis “role mod-
els for their countrymen,” MP chiel
minister Digvijay Singh referred to
them as “a peace loving and hard-
working community”™ and Dr Tahir
Mahmood, chairman of the National
Commission for Minorities questioned,
“How can India ever forget the great
Dadabhai Naoroji and his community?”
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Indore Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman
president Bomi Heerjee acknowledged
the help and contribution of well-wishers
and [riends, notably the Devi Alulya Ba
Holkar Educational Trust and the World
Zoroastrian Organisation (WZ0) “lor

Thrity and Adil Dossabliov with
Frevan, Hormzd and Avban

their generous help” as also the effort of
his anjuman members. 1t is interesting
to note that of the 12 ollice bearers of
the Federation, as listed in the brochure,
only five attended the meet,

The lovingly embellished first fToor
Gool Hall of the dharamshala complex,
festooned with potted plants and flower
baskets, had been rigorously inspected
by a cache of sccurity officers before
the governor arrived. The star performer
was the police dog Tipsy. a four-year-
old Labrador whom her handler, R. S,
Jatav, referred 1o as an expert explo-
sives sniffer, guaranteed to bark atany-
thing questionable on those lines. Sat-
isfied that all was well, Tipsy pranced
and played with her admirers!

As has been the case of late, with the
question of forming a world body as-
suming center stage, there were several

Zoroastrians from abroad. Addressing
the assembled anjumans were Dolly
Dastoor, president of the Federation of
Zoroastrian Associations of North
America (FEZANA) and its founder
president Rohinton Rivetna whose ini-
tiative at forging a constitution
for a World Council of Zoroas-
trian Federations (WCZF) had
won a positive vote from the
Indian Federation a year ago,
albeit hotly contended by the
representatives of the WZO.,
The W20 leadership had sub-
sequently proposed an amend-
ment of its individuals-based
constitution 1o meet persistent
criticism and address changing
circumstances. The new sce-
nario had resulted in a negative
vole from FEZANA to the idea
of founding another world body
and votaries of both organiza-
tions were urged 1o find a rational
amalgam. At the Indore meet, it was
agreed that Rivetna would continue a
dialog with WZ0 member Rumy Sethna
of the UK to hammer out an acceptable
framework for international represen-
lation.

The gathering applauded the well-
deserved recognition 10 eminent jurist
Nani Palkhivala who was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan by the Government
of India in its Republic Day awards and
the honerific Doctor of Laws by the
University of Bombay. Also congratu-
lated was Dr Jamshed Irani of TISCO
who had been knighted by Queen Eliza-
beth IT of England in the course of her
recent visil 1o India,

Younger delegates to the meet were
upset over the renewed postponement
of the decision w appoint a joint honor-
ary secretary — @ position vacated by
Eruch Desai when he retired as chair-
man of the BPP at the end of his term in
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L to R {1st row) Qureshi
with one of the triplets,
Hormuzd, Guzder,
Heerjee, Gandhi;

(2nd row) Dastoor,
Rohinton Rivetna, Sethna,
Eruch Irani:

(3rd row) Patrawala,
Engineer, Tambolv, Dalal;
{4dth row) Roshan Rivemna,
Minoo Shroff and
Tamboely, Dara frani and
Boman frani



¥
Nt
Lot R {150 row) Silloo Kavearana,
Dandivalla, Ervch and Silloo Sarii,
A, Trevmiz ( 2idd row) Dadi Mistiy coned
Dinshaw Joshi: Karanjaewalla, S.
Palkhiwala and P. lrang

{Below) Launcling the sonvenir

1993,
As no host has emerged or the next
annual Zoroastrian youth seminar the
Federation's joint honorary secretary
Keki Gandhi has requested Jamshedpur
1o extend its facilities. Jamshedpur del-
egates Eruch and Silloo Surti agreed o
convey the request 1o their anjuman.
Al the anjuman dinner on the first
night, the video Pearedise was screened
tor the benefit of the gathering. Pro-
duced by Shahriar Shahriari and Shervin
Shabriari of North America. the 40-
minule presentation is meanl 1o ag-
quaint the youth of the
community  about
pro p h e i
Zarathushira’s teach-
ings and their impact
on his followers as
well as non-Zara-
thushti contemporar-
ies. It focuses on ma-
Jor events of history,
Initially a live presen-
tation, the video is in
the vanguard of the
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FEZANA cducimtion program and iis
proceeds (iUs priced at US 5 135, Indian
Rs 300) are credited 1o the “Paradise
Fund™ which will linance the creation
ol more educational material, as noted
Dastoor. Also circulaed m the meet
wirs o yer on the Seventh World Zoro-
astrian Congress (TWZC), December
25, 2000 o January 1, 2001, Billed as
“A Zarathushti Odyssey 20007 the
Congress s being jointly organizcd by
FEZANA and the Zoroastrian Associa-
tion of Houston (ZAH) where the luxu-
rious Mariott Hotel has already been
booked for the event.

The stars of the Indore meet how-
ever were the 1-month-old Dossabhoy

riplets who have become mascols of

the Indore Anjuman. Happily photo-
graphed with Qureshi, Guzder and o
host of other~. o fund for the tniples’
cducation has already
been launched with a
1.5 lakh rupece com-
mitment from the
WZ0 1o be held in
trust by the Indore
Anjuman, as for-
mally announced by
W20 India president
and BPP trustec Dadi
Engincer. Since the
Federation meet in
Poona in June "97,

/

the BPP has been subscribing Rs 3,000
per month towards their wellare.

This meet of the Federation was
slightly curtailed to enable the anjumans
ol Mhow, Indore, Ratlam and Bhopal
to conduct their regional discussions
on matters relevant 1o MP.

The next meeting of the Federation
will be held in Bombay, June 13 and
14, 1998,

World body
While the Indian Federation at its
Bombay mect in December 1996 had
approved the formation of the pro-
posed WCZF, and the North American
associations who are members of
FEZANA had agreed on an intent to do
likewise, the latter’s postal ballol of
December 97 had resulied in a major-
ity of the associations voling againsi
the proposition. The WZO, in the in-
terim, had proposed amendments to its
own structure 1o incorporale some of
the features of the WCZF, notably a
hierarchical arm of institutional repre-
sentation from anjumans’ federations.
While FEZANA members did not opt
o join WZO at this juncture and felt
that its proposals did not go far enough,
they were averse to the establishment
of another world body.

The expected impasse had however
already been hurdled by Rivetna and
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Sethna meeting ogether at Washing-
ton DC along with WZO sympathizers
Prol’ Farhang Mehr and Adi Davar 1o
discuss how the two congepls can be
fruitfully married. This was initially
disclosed at an informal meeting held
at the suggestion of Gandhi, between
some of the Federation office bearers,
WZO representatives and the visiting
Zoroastrians,

The formal status report was pre-
sented by Rivetna the next morming:
“A new age of cooperation, harmony is
dawning. Will we recognize it? Grasp
i Suzgesting that “(we) work with
what we have, not speculaie on mo-
tives,” Rivetna revealed that he had
kept in touch with key colleagues in-
cluding the Indian Federation delegates.

As sketched by Riveina, representa-
tives of the two parallel streams — WCZF
and the individual arm (WZ0's di-
vidual members) — “will come wogether
on an imtemational board... The merger
holds great promise for the community
worldwide.” While counselling that “we
make sure that we understand the con-
cepts” to produce an institution of lasting
value 1o the community. Rivelna cx-
pected that the team effort will bear frun
in two 1o three months,

Though optimistic about the future
body's financial resources, Rivelna
noted however that “the ethic of giv-
ing” had not yet found a strong enough
root in the North American community
and suggested that each Zarathushti
could name a Zoroastrian charity in
his/her will. Two other points Rivetna
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L ter Bd F st reon ) Mesan, |
Anklesaria, Minoo Engineer, Pavi;
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Palsetic and Dinsha Patel

marde: “Charity is line but dependency
could be worse than insufhicieney™ and
that the “leadership role must be shared
by everybody.”

Despite these agreements some ol
the usual acrimony of the debate dud

ing a background for the beneln
of the gathering, Federation vice presi-
dent and president of the Delhi Parsi
Anjuman (DPA) Lt Gen (rewd) Adi
Sethna referred o the strong Zoroas-
wrian individualism: “They gave up a
great deal of freedom when they con-
stituted anjumans_.. and then came Lo-
gether as a Federation.™ Tracing the
birth and history of the London based
WZ0, Sethna called them “the
Jadiranas of the New World.” His con-
cern was the searching lor roots among
the Eurasian and mid Asian communi-

tics — “a new clement of people of

Zoroastrian origin.” Stressing thateven
Shiite Iran was claiming Zarathushira
as one of its great prophets, Sethna
emphasized the need for regular world
censuses though he allowed that “they
will ke time 1o lormalize.”

Guder recalled the carlier debates
on setting up a world body in 1978 on
the lines of the United Nations and that
the question of who would bear the
initial expenses was being considered

-
when the London body preempted the
rest by establishing the WZQ. At that
time they did not have a Dinshaw
Tamboly or the funds they are now
dishing out.” He also had a query: "IT
there is a problem in the US or South
Alrica or Australia how are they going
to redress 1!

Picking up the gauntlet Tamboly
noted that the WZO dispenses five to
six crore rupees per annum but has no
corpus. “Because ol our transparency.,
accountability...itenjoys the conlidence
of donors (rom all over the world. Had
our punchayets been as transparent and
as efficient there would have been no
need for the WZ0." He spoke of “a
Zoroastrian incarcerated in Iran who
wias released on WZO intercession.”
Another case he alluded to concerned a
young Indian Zoroastrian who unknow-
ingly carried drugs in a suitcase with a
lalse bowom which bears a death pen-
alty in Mauritius where he was caught,
The WZO “moved heaven and carth”
and the penalty was reduced to life



imprisonment. “He is now studying
law in captivity,” concluded Tamboly.

Dastoor noted the significance of the
FEZANA vote that wmed “debate into
dialog, bringing the two sides together.”

She suggested that the negatiating
team and their respective constituen-
cies “should look into making the world
body as broad based as possible™ in-
cluding religious bodies, educational
institutions and “all vested groups of
people with the good of the community
atheart.” It was also her contention that
the community adopt a “paradigm
shilt... (that we make) a conscious de-
cision that we will do what our leaders
need us 1o do.”

Engincer questioned the Federation's
resistance to inviting the WZO formally
Lo its biannual meetings (as members of
their own anjumans, WZO representa-
tives have always been present and per-
sistent in their efforts to involve the WZ0
in Federation debates) and wondered
aloud if the sitwation warranted the
WZO's withdrawal from India. “Perhaps
that day will come. There are other coun-
tries who need us but I sincerely hope
the day never comes.™

Defending the Federation’s position
Gandhi noted that the members of the

Federation are anjumans and to them
minutes and invitations are circulated.
“The WZO has never lacked any repre-
sentation officially or unofficially on
this body... (At) every Federation meet-
ing you will find that WZO's case has
been more than well proposed and well
supported... So WZO has not sulTered
anything as a result of not having any
hearing...on the floor of this house...
When the project of rural welfare was
going on at [ull steam.. we used w0
invite Mr Dinshaw Tamboly officially,”

Tamboly reentered the debate 10
announce that he had been initially
invited by Tormer BPP chairman and
Federation president Dr Aspi Golwalla
twice on the phone in connection with
the joint WZO-Federation project 1o
relieve the misery of poor Zoroastrians
inrural Gujarat. Thereafter he had made
it ¢lear that he would not atend with-
out an official invitation. “Today T am
here as a BPP representative. If you
want o discuss the WZO vou must give
WZO an official invitation.”

Dastoor intervened in the debate to
ask the blessings ol the assembly on
those who are negotiating. She was
supported by FEZANA Journal's edi-
tor-in-chiel’ Roshan Riveina: 1 hear

agreement that a world body/world
council of federations should be
formed... We also agree that we have
very strong ties with the WZ0O. All we
need is for Rohinton Rivetna and Rumy
Sethna to sit together and work it out.™

The last smag was raised by Baroda
trustee Baman Cama who wanted an
Indian representative at the negotiations.
He was supported by Poona Parsee
Yanchayat (PPP) president Dara Irani
who asked il the Federation has autho-
rized Rohinton Rivetna to have the dia-
log. They were reassured by Gandhi as
also Rivetna who explained that a team
of perhaps cight individuals would pro-
duce a dralt which would then be circu-
lated tothe Federation members, [t would
“not be unilateral,” Rivetna stated.

Seventh World Zoroastrian Congress
Providing “a fMavor” of the TWZC
scheduled in Houston, USA from De-
cember 28, 2000 o January 1, 2001,
Dastoor, who co-chairs the Congress
commiltee along with ZAH's Homi
Davier, said the aim was to have about
2,000 Zoroastrians from all over the
world to atend. For that they are seck-
ing to establish a fund which could
subsidhze young adults to participate
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from around the world. The North
American community has been re-
quested to donate two dollars per per-
son per annum up Lo the year 2000, No
decisionon delegate fees has been taken
hitherto.

One of the projects they have under-
taken is the creation of a giant quilt by
the sewing together of the logos of
anjumans and associations of the Zoro-
astrian world. Also on the cords is a
film festival of all Zoroastrian [ilms,
orchestral music and an olympics to be
organized by the large sports-minded
communily in North America just prior
1o the hoiding of the Congress.

The Zoroastrian Society of Ontario
(Z50), the Zoroastnan Association of
Greater New York (ZAGNY ). the Zo-
roasirian Association of Metropolitan
Chicago (ZAC) and ZAH were among
those who contended for the privilege
of co-hosting the Congress with
FEZANA. According to Dastoor, 1wao
major attributes contributed o the se-
lection of ZAH: Houston provided the
best infrastructure; also, summer air-
fares to North America are exhorbitant
and other areas are too cold in winter
which for Houston is the best time of

year. The dates selected also allow the
community o come logether o bid
adicu o the sccond millennium and
welcome the third,

“"We realize that visas will be a big
challenge,” Dastoor noted, adding that
they were counting on Rohinton
Rivetna’s help in that area and of those
waorking in the State Department ol the
US government. Rivetna requested the
Federation o nominate o high-level
person in India “with whom we can
linise.”

Relerring 1o the first business con-
ference hosted by FEZANA in Novem-
ber 1997, Rivetna informed the gather-
ing that 50 individual businesses had
participated and that the next one is due
in November 1998, “There is a thirsi
For doing business with Indian business
concerns.” he noted and added that
they were working towards a Zara-
thushti Chamber ol Commerce. He also
relerred 1o the Conference of United
Religions in Bombay in February 9%
which was being coordinated by noted
scholar Homi Dhalla, adding, “United
Faith activity gives Zoroastrians casy
visibility.” He hoped for Indian partici-
pation at the next Parliament of World

Religions in South Africa in 1999,

Youth affairs

The 11th All-India Zoroastrian Youth
Seminar held in Baroda in Movember
1997 and Kaleidoscope, the Secundera-
bad event of January 1998 were the two
most talked about events in the “youth”™
category, “The professionalism, talent
which the community showed (at Ka-
leidoscope) was tremendous.” noted
Gandhi. His sentiment was endorsed
by National Minoritics Commission
member Marazban Patrawala: *T have
spent 20 years in youth organizations,
but I was amazed with the organization
of Kaleidoscope!” Bombay's Cyrus
Dubash would have passed off as a
professional singer, Gandhi added, He
had asked for the bio data of some of
the outstanding participants and sug-
gested that the community take pride in
their achievements and encourage them
in their ambitions. Poona trustee Navaz
Palkhiwala who was an invitee 1o Ka-
leidoscope described the event as “very
lavish... everything was very system-
atic, very well organized... Every del-
cgate had to take part in at least one
program; there was no lazing around!”

“We are what we repeatedly do.
Excellence, then,
is not an act, but a habit.”
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she congratulated Secunderabad trusice
and the Twin Cities” Zoroastrian Youth
League president Jehangir Bisney and
his team.

Kaizad Engineer of Baroda gave a
synopsis of the Youth Seminar. They
had encouraged participation (rom cit-
ics not represented at earlier events,
like Bangalore. and all the delegates
had been housed at a single venue Lo
promote fraternization. There was a
“better understanding of Zoroastriz
ism and the responsibility of being
Zarathushti™ along with a display of
talent at singing. dancing and other
arts, he recounted. Federation of Zoro-
astrian Youth Associations (FOZY A)
president Porus Karanjawallanoted that
Madirshah Unvalla, the high priest of
the Bangalore hirc-temple had inaugu-
rated the Seminar. describing the ocea-
sion as a “very great achievement.”
This may be noteworthy in view ol the
fact that historically Unvalla has been
a steady antagonist of the Federation.
The Baroda youths, the Baroda Parsi
Panchayat and FOZY A shared the cred-
its for the Seminar. Baroda trustee Dara
Hakim related that it was the seatiment
of youths a1 the Seminar that il more
such events are organized they would
not need 10 seek marriage partners oui-
side the community.

K. Engineer also noted that his com-
peers in Baroda are planning other
events like intercity meets and a new
edition of the Baroda Parsi directory.

Perzid Daruvala of Ahmedabad re-
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ported enteramment progrims, sports,
updating the Zoroastrian directory and
vellow pages and organizing an inter-
city meet with Dahanu as the high-
lights of youth activities in the past six
months.

Drespite their diminishing numbers
Calcuta youths remain fairly active
with six of them attending the Baroda
meet and three going o Kaleidoscope,
informed Nauzer Batlivala

There were no youth delegates at
this Federation mecting from Delhi,
Jamshedpur or Jhansi. A, Sethna ex-
plained that school timings in Delhi do
not coingide with those of western In-
din. Giving a short description of the
DPA youths” activities, he soaid that
they had “taken over (and revived) the
Drelhi social cemer,” arranged the usual
tambola nights and a farewell meet for
the Iranian ambassador. The Young
Farohars, which began as a pre-navjote
religious class, scems 1o have grown in
activities, numbers and reach, as per
his description. Darius ShrolT. the fourth
generation of the family that runs the
charitable Shrofl Eye Hospital 1o enter
the ophthalmic licld, had been olfered
admission o six medical colleges,
Sethna revealed. Another individual
from his arca of whom Sethna made
special mention is Major Firoze Patel
who could easily win the Federation™s
excellence award for bravery in action
but of whose achievements in army
intelligence he was unable o cite
“chapter and verse recommendation

L 1o R Lt row) N. Palkhiwala,

5. Palkhiweda, Batlivala, Phiroza
Marker amed Yasmin Bhot;

i 2nd row) Kalvaniwala and

Mistry, Daruvela, Roshan Engineer
ad K. Engineer, Kasad

{due o the nature of his work). But we
do have such youths,” he was proud o
note.,

The Jamshedpur anjuman is willing
to pay for the travelling expenses of
their youths but “we have not enough
children in the right age-group.” la-
mented its delegaie 5. Surti. School
age children however have anumber of
activities like sports, elocution and
prayver competitions. The Jamshedi
Navroze enteriainment is generally pro-
vided by the younger children, she
noted.

Responding to Gandhi’s comment
that Dr Jamshed Irani, KBE had ¢x-
pressed regret that there was no one
from Jamshedpur anending Kaleido-
scope and that he would speak to his
anjuman about hosting a youth semi-
nar, 5. Surti noted that they have only
10 youths in the correct age-group.
While they have accommodation and
the support of TISCO and TELCO,
very few trains stop at Jamshedpur and
return bookings are difficult to make.
Responded Karanjawalla: “Assure us
finance and accommodation. FOZYA
will do i.™ E. Surti agreed to report 1o
his anjuman and hoped “to come up W
your expectations.”
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Jhansi's Ronnie Dick revealed tha
three girls from his city had found
mates at the youth meets. Those who
remained were unable 1o take leave o
attend the present Federation meet,

Meherzish Kalyaniwala, who was
adjudged the best contestant at Kalei-
doscope, and Zelda Mistry, both of the
BPP Youth Club, noted that there was
no dearth of young participants in
cricket, volleyball, etc in Bombay. The
peculiar problem of the Bombay youth
is that they remain unrepresented on
FOZY A because the multitude of youth
clubs in the metropolis “quarrel as o
who should represent” the city.

Poona Zoroastrian Youth League
president and vice president ol FOZY A
Sarosh Palkhiwala reported that their
football team goes to Bombay quite
often. They were then preoccupied up-
dating the Poona directory in time for
Jamshedi Navroze and creating an all-
India matrimonial bureau with one
member from each anjuman as the lo-
cal focus.

The Zoroastrian Youth League of
Surat won the Irani trophy in cricket
three times, noted Nauzer Kasad. They
were organizing an All Parsi Youth
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Sports Meet there, and an all-India
Zoroastrian talent contest which could
“upgrade the winner 1o inlernational
TV channels”™ was on the cards. “Un-
fortunately the youths in Surat are a bit
divided,” noted Kasad.

Dahanu’s Pervey Irani reported thal
the English medium cosmopolitan
school they had established was now
lully recognized, this being the [irst
year when their students will appear lor
the 55C board exams. There were a
number of sports events 1o [ind the best
talents and coach them in whatever
activity they excel. Khushnaz Irani, lor
example, was being trained for shot put
and discus at the Maharashira state
level. He also relerred 1o the Ahme-
dabad vouth who claims 10 have pro-
duced the world's longest agarbaiti,

D. Engincer spoke of the excellent
work “being done by the WZO youth
wing: ameliorating the lot of the
nassessalars in Bombay by personally
ascertaining their needs, their pursuit
ol Project Udvada 1o help revive the
communily there, a harbor cruise, ele.
As with the parent body, Engincer
sought an invitation for the WZ0 youth
wing o Federation meets, but Gandhi

fAbove) Chaiyyé hamé Zarahoshu
sang the Indore group for the
governor; Guzder lighting the
inenigrral dive

{Below) The executive council in
FESEIONn

answered that a formal invitation was
beyond his scope. He said it was for the
BPP 1o decide.

The legal eagles
The question of a live percent service
tax under the central excise law and its
impact on community facilities such as
dharamshalas and marriage halls was
raised by Heerjee. Indore had received
a leuer from the depariment of central
cxcise and taken the stand that *we are
a religious body; we don’t charge com-
mercial rates; (the facility is) meant for
the poorand needy,” said Heerjee, seek-
ing further advice from the council.
Dr Behram Masani of Mhow, him-
sella legal man, opined that the service
tax would become applicable if the
dharamshala is a public place with
shamianas, pandals, ete. According 1o
him, Bombay's Allbless and Cama
continued on page 124
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Kaleidoscope 98
A spectacular extravaganza

The first ever all-India Zoroastrian literary and cultural youth
meet enabled the youths to display their talents and prowess

The band of dedicated youth workers
from the twin cities of Hyderabad and
Secunderabad had put together a never-
before witnessed extravaganza. They
blitzkrieged the 150-odd delegates from
some 12 cities in India with a stunning
spectacle of cultural and literary events
staged against the majestic three centu-
ries old Quli Quiab Shahi tombs, or on
the chic Chiran Fort Club grounds.
Eminent personages from within and
outside the state were in attendance.

Organized by the Twin Cities™ Zo-
roastrian Youth League (TCZYL) un-
der the leadership of Jehangir Bisney,
the four day meet was held [rom Janu-
ary $-11, 1998 in the courtyard of
Secunderabad’s Bai Pirojbai Chenai
Parsi Dharamshala. The occasion? The
first-ever all-India Zoroastrian literary
and cultural youth meet — Kaleido-
scope 98 (K' 98).

The faith that K 98 inspired in all who
attended it and judged the events was by
itself a reflection that the meet had more
than half-way accomplished what it had
set oul to achieve: showcase the inherent
talent of Zoroastrian youths by helping
them 1o discover and develop it. “Now if
even half-a-dozen youths here make it
big in their chosen activity, I would deem
K' 98 10 be a success,” smiles Bisney.
Going by the commenis of the judges —
all respected names in their chosen voca-
tions — his hopes could be near-pro-
phetic, and K’ 98 a trail-blazer for the
community in ushering in the next mil-
lennium with confidence.

K' 98, as conceived and developed
by TCZYL, was an umbrella title for 13
events/contests spread over three days.
The events covered a gamut of topics,
from advertising and anrakshari [sing-
ing songs starting with the last letter
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{ant akshar) of the preceding song,
turned into a high-profile, money-rak-
ing game by satellite television], 1o a
knowledge of Zoroastrianism as tested
by general questions and the painting/
drawing of subjects,

There were drama, debating and
dancing contests; also in vocal and in-
strumental music. Yes, the events cho-
sen for the fest did call for showman-
ship, especially in the finale when a Mr
and Miss Personality were selected.
But then, as Bisney explains, “We did
want to do everything on a grand scale.
The concept of beauty contests has
caught on, and we wanted to give some
exposure 1o our youth in this sphere
o A point conceded, considering
that the community has in the past
given the counlry many a charming
ambassadress; and a win — or ¢ven
participation — in a beauty contest in
the days of MTV is a ticket to fame and
fortune. Also, it may be noted that not
only had the TCZYL announced a
beauty contest and asked the candidates
to bring three changes of dress — West-
ern, ethnic and Zoroasirian — but also
invested in a chorcographer who re-
hearsed the 28 participants throughout
the day, putting them through the rudi-
ments of ramp-walking: and a hair styl-
ist and beautician w0 give professional
tips on make-up. Thus it may be said
that K’ 98 was a valiant and well-honed
exercise 1o expose Zoroastrian youths
1o over a dozen disciplines in the cul-
tural and literary spheres.

“In the forms we sent out lo invite
delegates.” Mchernavaz K. Aria, the
honorary secretary of TCZYL informs
us, “we made it clear that it was manda-
tory for every attending delegate to
participate in at least one and maximum

three contests.” This ensured overall
participation, unlike in other youth semi-
nars where the young people often stray
away from the proceedings, reducing
the meet to a khana-peena (eat-n-drink)
gathering. The TCZYL, as Bisney in-
forms us, shedding false modesty, has
always been in the forefront of organiz-
ing meetsthat have setstandards. “Years
ago in 1990 we hosted the 4th All India
Zoroastrian Youth Seminar, and the
standard set by it has been difficult o
match.” K "98, the organizers hoped,
would surpass those standards.

Totally an effort of the youths of
Hyderabad and Secunderabad, K "98
was aided by the Zoroastrian residents
of the cities in all possible ways, from
providing organizational assistance lo
opening up their pleasant homes for
delegates to reside in. TCZYL volun-
teers secured the support of the twin
cities’ blue chip companies into spon-
soring the many events, raising large
revenues (o subsidize tremendously the
costs of food and drinks served through-
out the meet; and, much to our amaze-
ment, they were allowed to hold events
at such exotic sites as the Archacologi-
cal Survey of India’s protected Qutab
Shahi tombs at Golconda on the city’s
outskirts, and to host atraditional chowki
dinner on its lawns. (At a chowki dinner
you sil cross-legged around a low stool
in traditional Nawabi manner, savoring
such delicacies as sheekh kabab, mut-
ton lukmi, and the delicious gubani-ka-
meetha dessert.) “We Parsis here have
our contacts all the way to the top,”
winks Polly Chenoy, a retired Osmania
University lecturer in English,

On the four nights that it was held,
K' 98, true to its name, provided the
assembled delegates with a kaleido-
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{Abave) Art compertition in progress;
{Right) Crrrim and Khambetia with
Pune delegares (standing from left)
Navaz and Sarosh Palkhivala e
Kashmira Udachia Photo: Navaz Palkhivala

scope of venues — and menus — o
dazzle and 1o delight. The first night
{January 8) was inaugurated in the spa-
cious compound of the Secunderabad
Dharamsiala, situated right in the hean
of the city. The pavilion in the cour-
vard linking the Dharamshala with the
two halls was colorfully illuminated. A
dais put up in front of the pavilion was
peopled with the community's heavy-
weights: Bombay Parsi Punchayel (BPP)
chairman Jamshed N. Gueder, who was
the chiel guest; BPP wrusice Dinshaw
Tamboly, Gool Chenoy, president of
the Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman of
Secunderabad and Hyderabad, Capt
Kayarmin Pestonji and Roda Mistry,
the ever popular auntiy) of the twin
cities" youth and a four-times elected
member of parliament. who were the
2uests of honor, Other special guests at
the meet included Shahpur Capiain,
Ruby Contractor and Pheroze Vapiwala,
of the World Zoroastrian Organisation,
who had flown in from London, The
speeches were mercifully short; and
delegate participation was woven into
the function from the word go, with the
youngest delegate from cach center
being called upon 10 join Guzder in
lighting the inaugural lamp.

The second night was like a climax
inaplay that lingers with you even after
the curtain is down. This was the night
at the Qutab Shahi tombs, where the
singing competiton was held, followed
by the amtakshari contest. A dozen
youths conflidently rendered numbers
from Hindi films and western songs,
including a finely-worded "Catholic
spiritual.’ Remarked Penaz Masani, who
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had been specially flown in from Bom-
bay to judge the event: “It’'s been such
a pleasure 1o be in the midst of a vibrant
and mischievous audience. The biggest
Parsi audience I"ve ever had.” The plea-
sure was mutual: the delegates and
members ol some M) Parsi families
who reside in the twin cities enjoyed
every moment of the show, and were
elated at having Masani in their midst,

The anrakshars linals followed the
singing. Under blazing arc lights, com-
plete with a live orchestra and a screen
which showed video clips from selected
movies as cucs in the visual rounds, the
antakshari was prolessionalism at its
best. Earlier in the day, from 9.30 a.m.
to well past noon the preliminary rounds
had been held under a shamiana on the
spacious grounds of the Zoroastrian
Club, and four teams of three members
each had made it from the dozen which
had participated.

The finalists included the Zoroas-
trian answer to Spice Girls: a team of
three spirited young women lrom
Vadodara; a group led by Nauzer K.
Kasad of Surat, a singer with a truly
melliluous voice who had carlier in the
evening picked up a special prize from
Masam Tor his singing and the local
favorites, the TCZYL eam, who with
the crowds cheering for them, managed
o narrowly — vet convincingly — skid
past the others o win the competition.

Youths from the 1win cities scemed
Lo Lare well in many other competitions
as well, holding their own against more
seasoned troupers from the bigger
metros, Inthe dramacompetition, where
unfortunately — and inexplicably —
the participation level was very low
[only Tour teams, including two from
the Holiday Programme for Youth
(HPY), Bombay|, Hyderabad's Hos-
hang M. Chenoy walked away with the
best actor prize for his humorous enact-

ment (with Sccunderabad’s Taheera
Pestonji giving him support) of a lech-
erous doctor. Chenoy later also stole
the Mr Personality tide from under the
very Parsi-ish nose of his colleague
and active TCZYL volunteer, Sarosh
Parakh, while a local lass, Shircena
Toorkey in a resplendent gara musl
have given the selected Miss Personal-
ity, Bangalore's Kantili Sunawala, more
than her share of anxious moments.

In the debate 1o, Hoshang Chenoy
and Taheera Peslonji came up trumps,
with Secunderabad’s Yazad Boga and
Rustam D. Bhote also storming in for a
special consolation prize. “We ourselves
never knew before K' 98 that we had
so much talent in our midst,” admits
Bisney, elated at his colleagues’ suc-
cess, in not only the above events, but
also in two other much-fancied and
keenly-contested games, involving
making money at the stock market,
and creating an advertisement cam-
paign, held on Januvary 9 and 10 respec-
tively.

The Money Market Game played
oul over the entire morning (simulta-
neously as the amakshari preliminar-
ies) was a refreshingly different con-
test. Here, in keeping with the times,
when flirting with mammeon is no longer
considered evil, 10 teams of iwo cach
were cast into the ‘trading pit’ at a hall
booked at the swanky new Ramada
Manohar Hotel. The teams were asked
to chart their stock portfolio over three
years, given a profile of the companies
to invest in and a changing political
scenario, the information being fed 1o
them at the start of every session with a
broadcast on the videoscope. Secun-
derabad’s Manek N. Daruvala with
Pune's Khushnaz Bharucha as his team
mate. and Burjor Bulsara with Yazad
Boga won the first two positions, tow-
ering above the rest. “They were real



pros atit,” concedes Vadodara's Cherag
Gyara, one of the participants who esti-
mates that at least two months of dedi-
cated work must have gone into struc-
turing such a game.

Daruvala is a siocky Sccundera-
badian with an extremely sharp busi-
ness sense which he continued to dem-
onstrate the next day (January 10), in
the creation of an advertisement cam-
paign. He led his wcammates Cherezad
K. Pestonji (Hyderabad) and Khushnaz
Bharucha (Pune) to another well-de-
served victory by charting a sound mar-
keting sirategy tosell build-
ing material which would
build a house in five days
flat. (Will it fall in five
days as well, queried the
hecklers as he presented
his campaign, joining in
the fun by attacking the
participanis’ smart head-
lines with equally smart
one-=liners,) The “Create an
Ad” contest, from an op-
tion of two given hypo-
thetical case studies, was
judged by Bombay's Roda
Mehta, a senior director at
Ogilvy and Mather, who commended
the mature quality of work presented by

the delegates within just two hours of

receiving the briel. It was unflortunale
that her crisp commentis on improving
each of the ads she judged, and her
introduction to advertising as a career
were drowned in a cacophony of quips.
These may have added 1o the fun
(“Carumbo car? Sounds like nraramibe,
vaar!™), but resulted in Mehta curtail-
ing her address.

One speaker who held her own was
*home-grown’ Kerman Rustamji, a pro-
fessional management consullant. Rus-
tamji ook a two-hour (and post-lunch
al that!) participative session on Janu-
ary 9 on “Human resources develop-
ment and self actualization,” opted lor
by a record 45 delegates (the maximum
for a session). She won kudos from all
of them for helping them towards self-
assessment through a series of provok-
ing posers and interactive exercises.
Rustamji spelt out the road blocks 1o
actualization,” pointed out personality
and character deficiencies that hold back
progress, and gave o her young partici-
pants apt descriptions of a reactive and
proactive person, Guazder, who joined
the session as it was nearing ils close,
supplemented the discussion with valu-
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able data from his own experiences and
beliels, and altered Rustamii’s defini-
tion of a proactive individual from one
who says ‘I'll try to change my destiny’
1o one who acknowledges that *wisdom
modifies destiny.” By the end of the
session (and day two), delegates had
come o know not only themselves bet-
ter, but even how fellow delegates per-
ceived them. and left the hall with en-
hanced self-esteem: a positive contri-
bution to the cause of strengthening
Zoroastrianism through its voungsiers,

WViewed in hindsight, it can be smd

Bisnev and Wedia in conversation
with Khennberra

that the fedr morif of K98 was 10 make
Zoroastrian youths more conlident of
themselves and their abilities. The con-
tests served o underline this fact, even if
in a few cases (like drama. art and cre-
ative writing) the number of participanis
was abysmally low, depriving the win-
ners ol a sense of iriumph since there was
hardly any competition: everyone who
ook part, won. Yet, by giving lavish
prizes in all events, the TCZY L aimed 1o
encourage participation and reward it
lully. We toted up the cash aggregate for
prizes s being in the vicimity of one lakh
rupees — gills in kind raised from spon-
sors like Estelle, Raymond, ete.
Similarly, the speeches, though few
and lar between, and resiricted mainly
tor the inaugural session and the valedic-
tory function on January 11, encour-
aged venturesomeness. For example,
Tamboly in his inaugural address ex-
horted youths o dream and do what
they wished to do, echoing Robert
Allen’s words that they should not be
swayed by the opinions of the average
man. “Dream, and he thinks you are
crazy: succeed, and he says you are
lucky: prosper. and he clims you are

greedy.” Guzder in his address (also at
the inaugural function) sounded a simi-
lar note when he briefed the assembled
gathering on BPP's envisaged scheme
of setting up a Venture Capital 1o ¢n-
able voung people to start their own
businesses, and hoped K '98 would
“mark the beginning of Zoroastrian
youths going into business.”

The strain continued on the last day
when Marazban J. A. Patrawala, mem-
ber, Mational Commission for Minori-
tics, presiding over the valedictory func-
tion spoke of the immense Parsi contri-
bution (o the country over
the centuries. Heexpressed
confidence that K 98 had
helped the young Zoroas-
trians attending it in build-
ing character and incul-
cated m them a purpose
and direction in life. Field
Marshal Sam Manckshaw
echoed Pawawala’s pride
in recalling Parsi “men of
caliber,” adding with lis
characteristic jest that the
community had, neverthe-
less, even produced its
share of crooks.

Manckshaw, who shared the dais with
averitable roster of Parsi who's who, was
honored at this function along with the
recently-knighted Dr 1. ). lram, manag-
ing director of TISCO (Tata Iron and
Steel Company ), with a shawl presented
1o each of them by the function’s chief
guest,  Dr C. Rangarajan, governor of
Andhra Pradesh. Rangarajan in his briel
address paid rich tributes o the Zoroas-
trian community and their contribution
1o socicty over the cemuries. He lauded
TCZYL's gesture in honoring men of
excellence (eminent jurist N. A. Palkhi-
vala oo was 1o be honored, but couldn’t
make it due 1o ill-health) as “this is the
best way ol promoting excellence.”

The valedictory Tunction was lol-
lowed by the presentation of awards 1o
the winners, with Meherzish Kalva-
niwala of Bombay bagging the award
for the most outstanding Zoroastrian
vouth at the meet. The Shapoor Parakh
Memorial Prize was awarded to yachis-
man Lt Cdr Farokh Tarapore as the
most outstanding Zoroastrian sporls-
person for '96-"97. Tokens of apprecia-
tion were also distributed 1o all those
who had helped promote K "98. This
included the ever-popular and affable
Keki Gandhi, honorary secrctary of the
Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans
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of India (FPZAI), who had been (riend.
philosopher and guide 1o the TCZYL
from its inception. Remarked a humble
Gandhi on receiving this well-deserved
token: “The TCZYL has thanked all for
making K "98 a reality. But now who's
going to thank TCZYL for putting up
such a fine show?”

Then, under inky skies lit by myriad
stars, K "98 crescendoed 10 its promised
blazing finale: the personality contest,
imerspersed with a fashion show and
music/dance items. With its customary
meticulousness TCZYL had ensured that
the contest — billed as the high point of
the meet — received the best in all
depariments, and itsure had pulled out all
the stops. The judges were Persis
Khambatta, a last-hour replacement for
Mehr Jesia, television star Tanaz Currim,
a hit with the crowds, Masani,
Maneckshaw, Begum Bilkees Latil and
Brig Parvez Cowasji. The evemt lasted
well past midnight. After a sumpluous
dinner, guys and girls were on the floor
dancing till the wee hours of the morning,
exchanging addresses and promising 1o
stay in touch, while the air continued o
be rent at intervals with full-throated
warfvictory cries of Raa-van (the
Vadodara youths” cry) and an equally

infectious parrot-like tweet originating
from Pune. and imitated by all.

But after the innumerable au revoirs
and cries receded. aquestion arose: where
1o from here? For over a decade, youth

“We made it clear
that it was mandatory
for every attending
delegate toparticipate”

seminars have served as fora for debate
and discussion. In the mid-"80s, when
globally the Orwellian specire of Big
Brother watching loomed large, and femi-
nism donned differemt hues, such semi-
nars questioned the values and equations
in sociely. But now, with a new code
sweeping across continents ("i's my
life™), debates and speeches have be-
come redundant and K 98 did come 1o
zrips with this changing reality. To quote
Miss Personality, Kamili Sunawala, it
“helped us to learn more about our reli-
gion in a fun way.” Adds Ahmedabad’s
Shahvir Bharucha: At the meet every
delegate had the zeal o atend every
session.” Host cities” Sarosh Parakh puts

it rather poetically: *“We wish this friend-
ship, these beautiful moments are here to
stay/So that in times 1o come, we leach
the world to live the TCZYL way.”

“We've all had a wonderful time to-
gether,” exclaims Navaz Palkhivala of
Pune as the event drew to an end. It was
asentiment unanimously echoed notonly
by all the delegates present, but even by
the community akabars who had been
invited in full strength for this youth fest.

“On a scale of one 1o 10,)" gushes
Tamboly, “1 would give the fest a score of
10.” Tamboly, whom we saw mingling
with Zoroastrian vouths, obscrves 1o
Parsiane: *The meet has reinforced my
faith in our youth. They can take the
community 1o greater heights, and we
elders are ready to channelize and pro-
vide support” for this resurgence. Con-
curs BPP co-irustee, Minoo Shroff, mtro-
duced by the organizers of TCZYL as
their well-wisher and godfather for 10
years, “K "98 has proved our youth...
Parsis have it within them to achieve a
lot”

“We have been planning this event
for over a year,” reasons Tanaz K.
Wadia, the charming honorary trea-
surer of TCZYL, who was in and about

continned on page 200
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ANJUMANS

Indore: a city of opportunity

A small, demographically balanced community thrives in Indore

“Excuse me, Thave tomeet my teacher,”
said Dr B. C. Chhaparwal, vice chan-
cellor of the Devi Ahilya Vishwa-
vidyalaya as he hurried off to touch the
feet of a diminutive 83-year-old who
entered the Indore Anjuman’s Gool
Hall ¢lad in a Parsi dagla with a black
mukhmal cap over his white hair. Dr
Jamshed Pohowalla, reverently known
as the Father of Pediatrics in Madhya
Pradesh (MP), had come to lake his
place in the assembly that awaited the
arrival of Mohammed Shafi Qureshi,
Governos of Madhya Pradesh on Feb-
ruary |, 1998. The stalwart is a former
president of the Indore Parsi Zoroas-
trian Anjuman,

Also present that morning was
former member of Parliament Homu
Daji, a dedicated advocate who still
practices and offers free legal aid o
poor litigants. He hurried away afier
the function to attend to his election-
eering work.

Welcoming the governor was the
Anjuman's current president, Bomi
Heerjee, who during his carcer in the
Indian Administrative Service had been
secretary o the Government of India
and advisor to the Governor of Jammu
and Kashmir. He had been commis-
sioner of Indore and had chosen this
city for his post-retirement abode.

Heerjee's three current priorities in-
clude a compilation of the Indore di-
rectory, the drafting of a new constitu-
tion for the Anjuman to replace the
outdated one based on the old constitu-
tion of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP) and a reconstruction of the
dharamshalabuilding —adecrepit 10(-
year-old block currently used for stor-
age. “That's enough to keep me occu-
pied for some time,” he notes.

According 1o Heerjee, Indore’s 175
constituents are well spread agewise
with several youths. The cily being
well placed for educational facilities
and employment opportunities, ils
young Parsis do not feel the need o go
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elsewhere. There are several young
men whoare entreprencurs. Others work
for Jet Airways or with Godrej. Indore’s
two satellite towns of Dewas and
Pithampur are industrial hubs with
Larsen and Toubro, Eicher, Bajaj and
Hindustan Motors having their works
there. Heerjee says the 20 km streich
from Indore to Pithampur is called “the
Detroit of India.”

Pohowalla came 1o Indore in 1941
because in Bombay the university re-
fused 10 upgrade the pediatrics depart-
ment. A lecturer 10 whom professor-
ship was denied in his chosen field,
Pohowalla learned of a vacancy in
Indore from one of his teachers. He
recalls a moderate Parsi community of
about 500 involved in business or ser-
vice with a dadgah and a dharamshala
in place. His pay was Rs 180 per month
which was hiked 10 Rs 200 when he
married Jinni Ragina four years later.
He says he used o cycle 1o medical
school where his punctuality and strict-
ness earned him both awe and respect.
He joined the King Edward Hospital
Medical School as tutor, was promoted
to reader in pediatrics at the Mahaima
Gandhi Memorial Medical College,
came to head its independent depart-
mentof pediatrics and remains its emeri-
tus professor of pediatrics and advisor
in child health to the Madhya Pradesh
governmenlt. Alterastint withthe World
Health Organisation, Pohowalla went
on 1o found the Chacha Nehru Hospital
for Children.

In the immediate post Independence -

years the Government of India pro-
vided scholarships for higher medical
education in England and Pohowalla
who had acquired his MD from Grant
Medical College, Bombay, earned his
DCH from London and MRCP [rom
Edinburgh by the end of that decade. In
1963 he was honored with the Fellow-
ship of the Royal College of Physi-
cians, Edinburgh and elected Fellow of
the Mational Academy of Medical Sci-

ences in 1966, A fellow of the Indian
Academy of Pacdiatrics since 1977,
the Academy felicitated him publicly
on his 75th birthday. On that occasion
Dr S. D. Singh recalled his own train-
ing under the master in an article in the
Indore edition of the Free Press Jowr-
nal: “Dr Pohowalla looked alter me as
a guardian. His interest in students was
very personal... scolding them when
necessary bul only in his room... He
moved from bed to bed... handling the
children sometimes more affectionately
than the mothers... In the department it
was believed that anyone who has
worked sincerely must lose weight,
otherwise the person has not worked.”

Jinni Pohowalla’s family, the
Raginas, were the first to start the Indore
Cecil Hotel, an ice cream factory and a
cinema hall. She remembers Indore as
a “nice, quiet place, beautiful weather-
wise with greenery all around™ where
her paternal uncle Khanbahadur
Manchersha Ragina was a magistrate
and president of the Indore Anjuman.
Jinni says she has spent a large part of
her life teaching tailoring and fashion
designing.

Indore Parsis date the settlement
with the arrival of Cowasji Edebam in
1873 followed by other families. They
settled in a place near Navlakha which
is now known as the Parsi Mohalla,
writes Zarine Cama in the souvenir
prepared by the anjuman for the execu-
tive council meet of the Federation of
Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India.
They built a prayer room in the neigh-
borhood which was upgraded to an
atash dadgah by Hormusji Maneckjee
Bhamgarain 1879 and tended by Mobed
Dadabhai Madan until 1882, Thereal-
ter three generations of the Rao family
deputed by Dastur Hoshangji
Jamaspasana were the resident mobeds
there.

The dar-g-meher building was reno-
vated in 1920 by Pallonji Edulji Plum-
ber in memory of his son Dorabsha, In
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Clockwise from top left: Anjuman property complex; main enfrance; Ervad Behramshah Kapadia, panthaky of the
Indore dar-e-meher; Daji; portraits of Hormusji Makasha Bhamgara and Gulbanu Godrej; Pohowalla with pet Sundari
Article continued on page 138
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ANJUMANS

Welcoming Zoroastrians
to the heart of India

The aging community of Mhow has accommodation to offer newcomers

The holy adaran fire of Mhow = the only
conseerated fire in northern and central
India - blazed with the offerings of the
visiting Federation delegates which in-
cluded “friends from across the seas,”
as noted Mhow Parsi Zoroastrian
Anjuman president Group Captain
Dhunjishaw Marker in his welcome
address after the special machi prayvers
were completed. On conclusion of the
executive council meet of the Federa-
tion of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of

India, several attendees had availed of

the Mhow Anjuman’s invitation to visit
their agiary.

The delegates were escorted around
the precinets of the recently recon-
structed agiary (1995). The original
structure that housed the 150-year-old
fire had disintegrated while undergoing
essential repairs in 1994 and a modern
building has taken its place, with the
old photographs and portraits lovingly
preserved.

Ervad Rumi Panthaky, initially of
Surat. who graduated from the Athornan
Madressa st Dadar, Bombay and ac-
quired a masters in history from St
Xavier's College. Bombay now offici-
ates as the panthaky. His brother Jimmy.
also from the Madressa, assists him and
conducted the machi prayers. Al the
agiary are a few rare books including an
original Pahlavi copy of the Vendidd,

Mhow = an acronym from Military
Headquarters of War — had belonged o
the Holkars who ceded it to the British
under the Treaty of Indore in 1818, A
provision of the treaty allowed the Brit-
ish 1o station troops in the arca and the
British army moved inin 1835 with the
Parsis as camp followers = contraciors,
engineers, supplicrs. And the British
encouraged them 1o build so that Parsis
came o own large propertics some of
which were let out to the British, Many
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of them are stll in army hands, says
Mhow Anjuman’s honorary secretary
Behram Masani.

A strange ambiguity now prevails
over the ownership of these properties,
none of which are less than 70 or 80
years old. The land had been given
under the Bengal Governor General's
order of 1836: “a picce of land applicd
forand grant given,” in Masani's words,
However, the army retained the right 1o
resume the property and the Indian ammy
has been showing a sporadic interest in
reestablishing its ownership since 1972,
Owners of houses have been receiving
letters asking them to show that they are
not unauthorized residents, said Masani.

The Parsis are allowed 1o repair their
propertics and utilize their gardens bul
no reconstruction is permissible, When
the agiary collapsed and had 10 be re-
built “the army winked because of sev-
eral high army officers among our popu-
lation.” says Masani. On the periphery
ol the cantonment however land costs
about four 1o live lakhs a bhiga (ap-
proximately 60 percent of an acre) and
new homes have sprung up. mainly of
retired army officers.

Some of this property, vested in the
Mhow Anjuman and redundant 1o its
needs, is now available on rent 1o Parsis
from other areas, il they choose 1o ap-
ply. Somewhat old-fashioned, the homes
are deseribed as spacious and comfort-
able. Many such properties though tech-
nically occupied have no full-time resi-
dents and, withowt regular upkeep are
deteriorating, informs Masani,

The Mhow dokhma is used about
twice a year with Ratlam and Khandwa
residents also consigning their dead here.
The agiary’s three chasniwalas work as
nassessalars along with volunteers from
the community. Situated three miles out-
side the Mhow cantonment, the dokhna,

consecrated in 1840, sits on hilly land
ziven by the Holkar maharaja partly as a
2ift and partly, later in 1881, on nominal
land revenue. CowasjiJall erected bound-
ary pillars at his own cost. "By a Station
Order dated March 29, 1890, the hill was
placed out of bounds for soldiers and by
an order dated February 14, 1932
acroplanes were forbidden to My over the
dokhma and for an area of 300 yards
outside the Tower,” states Masani. An
original sagdi on the hill was later
enlarged and dedicated o the commu-
nity by Khan Bahadur Edulji Ghasvala
in 1885, adds Masani,

Adter the geh sarna at home the body
is conveyed up the hill 1o the Tower of
Silence by jeep and trailer and the road
leading o the Tower is another source
of friction between the community and
the army. Built by Khan Bahadur
Dhunjishaw Dotiwala in 1932 at his
own cost, the five-mile public road
connects the cantonment o Barcha
Lake and a branch from it reaches the
dokhma. Both roads were entrusted 1o
the army on condition that it maintain
the branch road as well. “Sad to say, the
army has failed 1o carry out this work,
The Cantonment Board, Mhow, has
passed a number of resolutions that the
‘road be maintained as usual” withowt
any implementation. (It) is regularly
used by villagers as well as army ve-
hicles. but neither the central nor state
governments take the work of repair in
hand and the condition of the road
continues to deteriorate,” notes Masani.
Also, because of firing ranges in the
vicinity, there are no birds frequenting
the hill, he adds,

In 1900 Cooverji Dotiwala built and
furnished the Douwala Hall with an
attached kitchen in memory of his rela-
tives Alibai, Dinbai and Jerbai and in
1937 a pavilion was added to 1. Here
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Left to right (top): sagdi which faces
the dokhma; entrance to the agiary
{eenter): some members of the Mhow
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anfumean; Rumi Panthaky with the
Vendidad; (botrom): atash dadgal in
the urvisgah; portrait of a Parsi — the

Mhow anjuman requesis any readers
whe can identify the gentleman to
please inform them
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the community meets on festive occa-
sions and here the visiting Federation
delegates were hosted to a hearty lunch
by the Mhow Anjuman whose manag-
ing committee of 11 members is elected
every three years.

Mhow Parsis had also been deeply
ivolved with educational activities in

their arca. In 1886 Edulji Birdi opened a

small cosmopolitan English School. In
the same year Khursedji Edulji had staned
two schools — the Khan Bahadur Edulji
Pestonji Anglo-Vemacular School and
the Khan Bahadur Edulji Pestonji Zoro-
asirian High School. The latier incorpo-
rated the Khan Bahadur Khory Girls
School which had been established in a
building constructed by Manckji Khory
- the agiary campus, Therealier this
building was used as a dharamshaba and
later converted ino residential quarters,
Today four nursery schools are being run
by Tour elMicient and cxperienced Parsi
Ldies, wirites Erch Merchant in the Fed-
Cralion sOUvenir,

A public library known as the Bai
Pirojbai A. Dadabhoy Library was built
by Ardeshir Masalawala in 1930, It s
now delunct, notes Merchant.

In 1875 Edulji Pestonji donated a
building 1o start a hospital named
Dorabji Pestonji Charitable Dispensary.
Later the Khan Bahadur Byramshaw K.
Mava Public Charity Trust donated o
ward lor Parsis at the Maharaja
Yashwantrao Hospital in Indore and
endowed a hematological section there.

The Mhow Town Hall. village
schools, the R. C. Jall Public Charity
Trusi, the R. C. Jall Law College in
Mhow were the creations of Rustomp
Jall, the Mhow representative o the
Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assem-
bly. He also contributed to the Defence
Colleze Mhow School of Business Ad-
ministration which is afliliated to the
University of Indore, states Merchant.
Lt by kerosenc lamps Mhow was elec-
trilied in 1928 when E. C. Cowasji built
a power house. notes Merchant.

Time was when the Mhow commu-
mty numbered a LOOD individuals,
Today only abowt 10 remain. There
are some who reside in Mhow and work
in Indore which 1s a [ast growing indus-
triad center with a very large automao-
bile industry. This economic growth in
the neighborhood and the ready hospi-
tality of the Mhow Anjuman render it o
good place Tor voung Parsis sceking the
opportunily 1o begin a new life outside
decaying Bombay.
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HISTORY

The perils of policing

Dr Ratan Marshall chronicles, in a new edition, the
exploits of Ardesar Kotwal, Surat’s legendary police chief

“The various improvements effected in
the city of Surat and its villages, which
we see even loday and which are so
minulely described ... can never be con-
sidered except in connection with this
popular Kotwal. What Baron
Hausmann was 1o Paris, what Jo-
seph Chamberlain was 1o Birming-
ham. what Pherozeshah Mehia was
o Bombay, s0 Ardesar Kotwal was
to Surat. He fought against every
ohstacle that would have terrified a
less enterprising man to reclaim
the city of his birth to law and
order...,” LR.B.Jeejeebhoy had
stated in his Introduction o Dr
Ratan Marshall's book Ardesar
Korwal, on the life and exploits of PiC.
the legendary police chief of Surat who
wis also the first president of the Surat
Parsi Panchayat (SPP) from | 841- 1856,

Marshall’s first book on Kotwal, writ-
ten in Gujarati, was published way back
in 1946. As part of the bicentenary cel-
chrations of Kotwal’s birth. a new, 6{)-
page. more compact edition of Marshall’s
earlier book, also in Gujarati, was pub-
lished by the Surat Parsi Panchayat
Prakashan in 1997, The book was re-
leased by Bhagvatkumar Sharma, awell-
known literary figure of Gujarat, a1 a
function organized by the SPP on De-
cember 21, 1997, A portrait of Kotwal,
painted by Arun Jardosh, was also un-
veiled by Dr Sam Bhacca, president of
the SPP. The portrait is 10 adorn the
walls of the Ratanji Manekji Ent
Dharamsha- laasanjuman meetings are
ofien held there.

Tracing Kowwal's family history,
Marshall’s book recounts that around
the year 1743, Ardesar’s great grandfa-
ther Sorabjee Cowasjec, known for his
expertise in horology, was summaoned
from Surat to the imperial court at Delhi
by Emperor Akbar to repair a clock, a
gift from the Sultan of Turkey. which
had so far defied the ingenuity of local
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repairers. The journey from the banks of
the Taptito the banks of the Jumunatook
an arduous four months. The Parsi clock
repairer was welcomed at the gates of the
city by a special escort and accommo-

Sharma releasing
Marshall's boek as
Bhacea applady
Tnser: Marshall

dated in a mansion. Endowed with the
natural gift of seeing the obvious through
the complicated, he soon set the clock
right. 3o pleased was the emperor that he
conferred on Sorabjee the title of
Neksautkhan (Lord of the Auspicious
Hour). and among other honors, pre-
sented him with a jaghir near the city of
his birth, Surat. During his 16-year siay
in Delhi. Sorabjee consolidated the po-
sition of the British at Surat by obtaining
valuable firmans from the Moghul em-
peror, by which the English assumed
authority over the political functions of
the Nawab of Surat.

Sorabjec’s two sons also received
favor from the Moghul court. Barjorjee,
the elder, was exalied 1o the title of
Beheremandkhan (Lord of Prosperity)
and Pestonjee, the younger, (o
Talyarkhan (Lord of Good Fortune).
Barjorjee’s eldest son, Dhanjishah died
in battle when, as representative of the
Mandvistate. he accompanied the troops
sent (o quell a religious revolt.  His

widow was conferred a political pension
by the government, the first Parsi lady.
the book siates, loreceive suchamark of
honor under the British regime. The
widow and her two sons, Phirozshah and
Ardesar, were taken under the spe-
cial protection of Nathan Crowe,
the head of the English factory
Surat. Phirozshah later rose to be
Principal Sadar Amin, judge of
the Surat court and British agent
for some native states.,

In his introduction written in
English, reprinted in condensed
form in the new edition, Jeejeebhoy
describes Kotwal, who was born
on June 29, 1797, as “a noble
specimen of an athletic family, in
his person he was stately and dignified,
while his stature was tall and awe-inspir-
ing.” The book relates that Koiwal's
carly education had included fencing,
which stood him in good stead when he
was appointed head of the police in
Surat. He joined government service as
aclerk, rising o become native superin-
tendent of police of the Surat villages
and later Surat city, native agent of the
native states, Principal Sadar Amin{chiel
judge ofthe Sadar Adawlut), etc. During
the inundation of Surat in 1822, he
worked strenuously for six days and
nights to save the hapless people from
premature death, in recognition of which
he was presented with a Dress of Honor
and a richly caparisoned charger by the
sovernor, Sir John Malcolm when he
visited Surat seven years later,

Marshall relates that life in Suratdur-
ing Kotwal’s time was a canvas stained
by frequent robberies and murders. From
Cambay to Daman, pirates plundered,
making Surat their headquariers. Bhils,
Tarwaris and Pindharis frequented Surat
city, and neither the rich man's mansion
nor the poor man's collage was immune
from depradations. When Kowwal be-
came the police chief of Surat, he thor-
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oughly overhauled the police depart-
ment, “He established patrols to do duty
alter sunset, faced the miscreants in their
dens... hunted some of them out of the
city, a few of them he reclaimed and
employed in his own service as spies, ..
without letting his zeal degenerate into
fanaticism,” notes Jecjeebhoy, In 1830,
the book recounts, the Bombay (British)

“He established
patrols to do duty
after sunset, faced
the miscreants in

their dens..”

government honored him with a medal,
the title of Bahadur and conferred on
him a jaghir. During the great fire of
1837, which destroyed hundreds of
houses in Surat, Kotwal once again
worked ceaselessly to provide relief o
its unfortunate citizenry.

A dark cloud drifted over Kotwal's
carcer when R. D. Luard, a newly ap-
pointed judge of Surat, suspended him,
pending investigation of the charge of
unlawlul conspiracy. The Government
ol Bombay appointed a commission of
inquiry which terminated in an honor-
able acquittal, the book narrates. To
reinslate the principal Sadar Aminto his
former office, a grand durbar, one of the
six held in his honor in his lifetime, was
held. “a guard of honor with band and
colors escorting him o the court-
house...” Kotwal relinguished office in
18449, living in retirement till he passed
away in 1856,

Marshall’s painstaking chronicle of
facts long forgotien also contains quota-
tions from English and Gujarati histori-
cal sources including noted historian
Henry George Briggs. In his monumen-
tal worked entitled The Cities af
Gujarashtra, Their Topography and
History, Briggs eulogizes: “Among the
natives of Western India he (Ardesar
Kotwal} stands alone Tor his abilities,
his energy, and his unwearied zeal for
the Government he served, the country
which gave him birth and his country-
men refuge inexile.”

The soft-cover second edition, printed
by Farzan Graphics of Surat, can be
obtained free from the author, ¢fo Parsi
Panchayat Board, Shahpore, Sural
3935003, on despatch of a three rupee
postal stamp.
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COMMENT

“Parsi women, tiger women’”

Despite her academic qualifications the author was
discriminated against in a male-dominated mileu

This article is written with only one
purpose in mind: consciousness raising.
It challenges some very entrenched
Zarathushti stereotypes about their sta-
tus in North American social structure,
The myth can be summarized as fol-
lows: We Zarathushtis do not need to be
classified as a minority of color/women
of color under affirmative action laws
because we have the qualifications to
make it on our own withoul government
intervention.

This siory is about one person who
learned that life is not that simple. The
other party in this case was an academic
burcaucracy. Butit could have been any
numberof organizational structures. The
process would have remained un-
changed.

I came to the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign in 1968 with all the
qualifications and honors 1o make me
believe implicitly in the merit system
and my ability to climb the academic
ladder. As usual, there were fewer fe-
males than males in my department, and
some of us were women of color. As a
brand new assistant professor, I had a
vague uncasiness aboul my starting sal-
ary but it was explained away as being
due to a bad budget year.

About 18 months after my arrival m
lllinois, the uneasiness came to a head.
Three faculty persons — an English-
woman, a Korean woman and mysell
marched to the board of trustees office
to look up the department salaries. After
a thoroughly unpleasant reception, it
turned out that the University could only
provide salary information that was two
years old. The burcaucracy had taken a
very calculated step. In 1969-70, the
affirmative action guidelines had just
added women 1o the list of minorities of
color as being cligible for redress for
past diserimination. The case for equal
pay for equal work was to be made by
comparing a female Faculty's qualifica-
tions with a male colleague whose cur-
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rent salary was higher.

We had no choice. We asked, then
demanded repeatedly for information
on current faculty salaries. The depart-
ment was blatant in its refusal to com-
ply. The main obstacle in obtaining the
information was the Tact that the univer-
sities were not compelled to follow af-
firmative action guidelines, until Tule
[X was enacted in 1972, That was a few

years down the road. A mountain of

memos and counter-memos followed,
resulting in acrimonious departmental
relations and many sleepless nights.

After much anticipation, Title IX
turned out o be a paper tiger. The proce-
dure 1o determine salary inequities in-
volved the examination of an individual
Faculty’s merit ranking and salary rank-
ing to decide if there was a mismatch. It
is not difficult to guess what happencd
next — the rating was performed by the
same department head who had dis-
criminated against us in the first place.

A perusal of the salaries demonstrated
that the discrimination was far worse
than anybody had imagined. There was
no recourse lefl except to go outside the
department o auniversity commitlee —
a step that would certainly make you a
pariah in the eyes of people with whom
you worked every day.

All of my colleagues except one, a
tenured associate professor, and myself,
an untenured assistant professor, felt
that they could not withstand the pres-
sure of such a move, and dropped out, |
was asked whether [ too wanted o stop
at this juncture. After all, 1 could have
been fired. T thought about it, but I had
faith in my qualifications and my ability
1o stand up for my rights.

In my appearance before the univer-
sity committee. | built a strong case for
salary discrimination. [ was confident
because [ had quantitative data 1o make
my points: a favorable count in all the
arcas delineated by the allirmative ac-
tion guidelines such as publications,

years of leaching, experience, etc in
comparison to a male colleague who
earned a much higher salary.

The committee commended me for
my record. They regretted, however,
that they could not defy the university’s
procedures. They had to take the depart-
ment head’s lead and concern them-
selves solely with a mismatch between
merit and salary ratings. Afier all the
effort plus living through departmental
pressures and threats, my salary was
adjusted by § 200!

However, that was not the end of the
story. | wastaughta further lesson. Some-
body in the university committee called
up one of my faculty colleagues who did
not dare oppose the dean, and invited
him 10 submit a vita to the committee.
Without lifting a finger, the dean’s fa-
vorable merit ranking resulted in a sal-
ary adjustment of $ 700, At this point, |
had to weigh my options. Did I want 10
take my casc outside the university 1o
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (a waiting period of years)
or su¢ the university?

I was spared having to make cither of
these decisions by an event that rocked
the department and shocked even the
most conservative faculty. Colleagues
had urged me to run for a position on the
executive committee. Somehow, the se-
cret ballots that would have certainly
elected me o the committee were tam-
pered with by two faculty members —a
fact that was revealed a year later by a

secretary who was responsible for the

ballot box.,

Mo one could deny the heinous na-
ture of this offense. This was a lurning
point, a wake upcall. The faculty finally
acknowledged that something had 1o be
done to right the process that had gone
s0 wrong. My tenure and promotion 1o
associate professor sailed through with
no problems. The salary discrepancy,
however, was never addressed.

It took the department head's retire-



ment and the selection of the next dean
to announce that he was not going to
accept the position without a commit-
ment Lo deal with this issue once and for
all. No internal rankings were going lo
determine salary inequities since no one
had any confidence in this procedure.
He was going 1o appoint an outside
committee of well known faculty from
various departments o address the prob-
lem. Finally, my salary was adjusted by
thousands of dollars. I say adjusted be-
cause it did not address the question of
redress for past discrimination,

My promotion to full professor went
through with flying colors. In the inter-
vening years, [ organized colleagues in
three professional organizations to pres-
sure these institutions to establish com-
missions on the status of women and
ethnic minority concerns. I served on all
of these commissions. [ chaired the uni-
versily commiltees that were established
to address similar concerns. In the de-
pariment, [ continued to be the spokes-
person for faculty concerns. Circum-
stances had put me in that role, and now
colleagues expecied me to continue o
fulfill the leadership promise.

Was this experience painful? It was

painful beyond beliel. Would [ do it
over again? Without any hesitation, |
could not not do it. Was 1 discriminated
against because [ was a woman or be-
cause | was a member of the minority
community? The answer is both (double
jeopardy), because the stereotypes of
both groups lulled the University into
thinking that it was going (o be an casy
fight. Did the whole expericnce change
me? Completely.

Like many Zarathushutis, [ had a chip
on my shoulder about my abilitics and
an exaggeraled notion of the North
American society's recognition of the
success of this miniscule community. |
realized that it is casy lo mainlain a
favored position as long as the status
quo is not challenged. Zarathushtis, as a
small minority, are well aware of this
fact and have followed this policy his-
torically, for societal survival.

However, like every other ethnic
group in this culture, Zarathushts will
have to learn that in an era of competi-
tion, the system ignores groups that do
not articulate their demands as a coher-
ent force. At imes, self-preservation
requires a pro-active rather than a pas-
sive stance.
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I was asked this gquestion more times
than I can remember. Was there some-
thing in my background that prepared
me for this fight? I had 1o explain my
answer to my faculty colleagues. Per-
haps this audience will understand the
response without any elaboration: “Parsi
women, liger women.™

(Edited and reprinled with permission from
FEZANA Journal, Summaear 1897.)

Dr Ketayun H. Gould is professor emarita in
the School of Social Work, University of
lincis at Urbana-Champaign in the United
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band, in Independent Scholars Associaled in
Stafford, Virginia.
Sha opted for early
retirement o pursue
her research and
scholarship. Her
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ethnic minonty concemns, and historical and
demographic studies of the Parsi Zoroastrian
comrmunity in India.Currently she is authoring
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the rural and urban areas of Gujaral.
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COMMENT

To honor those worthy ...

Every coreligionist should assess his or
her contribution to the religion and the community

As an athravan serving the traditional
Zarathushtis of Southern California, |
have written this article to enlighten
those who have wandered in search of
materialistic pleasures of life, ignoring
their religious identity and their role as
Zarathushtis towards themselves, fam-
ily and community at large.

It is very unfortunate that the major-
ity of Parsis in India, US and around the
world are ignorant of the correct recita-
tion of Avesta manthras and its elfect
on their lives. For the last nine years
that 1 have been teaching prayers and
religion to a small group of orthodox
Zoroastrians, [ have witnessed many
unfortunate ones outside this group fol-
lowing non-Zoroastrian belicls, Those
who have emigrated from India brought
with them idol worshipping and beliefs
of Hindu and Christian religions, which
are affecting the beliefs of our future
generations. In such family environ-
ment, we can anticipate the type of
religious upbringing and future ol young
members of the family. For example,
during my last religious class, [ asked
an eight-year-old boy to name our
Prophet and he replied, “Shridev, Shri
Ram, Hanuman.” With such non-Zoro-
astrian influences, we can hardly rely
on our luture generation to follow the
footsteps of our forefathers 1o preserve
our religion. This ignorance of our reli-
gious customs, traditions and rituals is
the prime cause of all inconsistencies in
the Zoroasirian community.

Our prayers are not just a literary
composition involving the behavior of
various creations of Ahura Mazda and
stories of so-called mythical characters
in Iranian history. They have allegori-
cal meanings and explanations that go
beyond human imagination and under-
standing. Though we may understand
some parts of His divine plan, we can
never have the wisdom to undersiand
His original version,
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Establishing communily associa-
tions, organizing congresses, social
functions and family gatherings are
healthy sources of developing links
among various groups around the world.
However, it does not guaraniee preser-
vation of our religious traditions, ritu-
als and practices in its true form. It does
not help our next generation to practice
and recite our sacred prayers in correct
pronunciation. It does not help them 1o
understand what they are expected 1o
do when they visit an agiary. an atash
behram or just kindle a fire at home. Tl
does not help them to understand their
spiritual identity and the mission of
their soul in this material world. It does
not give them a chance to know the
alaars given tous by Asho Zarathushtra
to defend ourselves from “harmful ele-
ments’ on this planet. It does not help
them 1o know the resources required in
case ol any unforeseen incident hap-
pening in their family. It does not help
them to help themselves by reciting
prayers for the benefit of their material
and spiritual hile,

Our religion is based on rituals, cer-
emonies and religious traditions. 17 we
cannot maintain them in their entirety
without getting them corrupted by our
materialistic aspirations, there is noneed
o call ourselves the followers of the
Mazdayasni Zarathushti religion. There
is no need for an initiation ceremony or
prayer book in one’s house when one
doesn’t believe nor have faith in the
religion o practice our seanthras and
tervikars.

Today, non-Zoroastrian beliels are
openly practiced and propagated in our
community. Besides, different cultures,
traditions and teachings of non-Zoroas-
trian scholars have always influenced
our community. Idols of Sai Baba,
Meher Baba and other saintly individu-
als and religious idols prominently dis-
played in Zoroasirian homes are a com-

mon sight. It is also common among
Zarathushtis to make charities to Hindu
temples, churches and roadside wor-
ship places than to be charitable for the
maintenance of agiaries and atash
behrams. A decreasing number of devo-
tees visit our sacred agiary and atash
behram and very few wear the sudreh
kusti and recite the mathras in correct
pronunciation.

From Sai Baba pooja to the spirit of
Jalbavain the Banaji Atash Behram and
magical powers in Aslaji Agiary —
people have started believing in any
supernatural phenomenon to further
their materialistic gains, They are the
anes who prefer to visit Shirdi, Novina
celebration and such holy places and
occasions to satisfy their material or
spiritual aspirations than to visit our
agiary or atash behram which could be
next door. A perfect example is of Tata
Colony at Tardeo. There is a small Sai
Baba mandir at the corner of the street
where some Parsis join others in pooja.
offering Nowers, food and money for its
maintenance when the Kappawalla
Agiary is just a few yards away. In the
recent past, we had a few cases of some
‘learned’ trustees trying to close down
our agiarics that are in the least opera-
tional condition. Miracles happen when
you practice our manthras and lead a
life prescribed by our Prophet. The pres-
ence of these spiritual beings at certain
places is not to make you rich and
successful, Besides, by birth we all are
obligated 1o follow the Zarathushti reli-
gion and do farzyar prayers, no matter
where, when and how we live — rich or
poor, happy or in misery. The unfortu-
nate sign is, people tend to relate doing
prayers only for gaining materialistic
rewards and pleasures. How many of
you were consistentin going toan agiary
only during your school or college ex-
amination? How many times have you
been 1o Udvada strictly for prayers and
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not for enjoyment at the nearest resorts?
How many times have you committed
yourself to recite prayers? Have you
ever spent your free time in reading
religious books or contacling someone
to know more about our religion?

In western countries, there are sev-
eral groups organized under different
names for socializing which ignore their
socioreligious obligations towards
themselves, their family and the com-
munity at large. We have several inde-
pendent associations from ultra-liberal
o orthodox with differences in their
ideologies and preferences. There are
four associations among less than 400
Zarathushuis just in Southern Califor-
nia! Do we need to split the community
by having various associations? Can we
survive and preserve our religion by a
divide-and-rule policy?

Organizing youth congresses and
youth organizations will help young-
sters 1o socialize and get acquainted
with our society. However, 1t may not
guarantee knowledge of their religious
identity. The decision-makers are those
parenis who know nothing about our
religion or its inheritance. Auending a
religion class once a month is like a
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burden for most parents who conve-
niently justify their absence by unrea-
sonable excuses such as, “Ttis too far for
us to attend,” 1 am too old to atend a
religion class, whatever 1 know is
enough,” or “My son feels uncomfor-
able sitting with the younger crowd.”

People tend to
relate doing prayers
only for gaining
materialistic rewards
and pleasures

Obviously, these parents are to be
blamed for not giving their children an
opportunity (which they themselves
never had) to learn pravers and religion.
Do vou think once-a-month religion
class is too much to ask for in return for
yvour child's future?

Internet and e-mail help in spreading
Zoroastrianism among Zarathushus,
However, that cannot compete with re-
ligious classes conducted by a priest or
knowledgeable person. Besides not ¢v-
eryone has c-mail or Internet 1o access
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the right people for the right answer,
Our religion has more o offer than
stories of Persian kings and miracles of
our Prophet. The cffectiveness of our
Avesta manthras and its usage with
correct pronunciation; farzyar prayers,
tarikars and its daily practice: signifi-
cance of raj, mah, wrvaan, aipi, fravashi
in human life and many such topics
provide nourishment o achilds knowl-
edge of hisfther religious identity. One
should realize thatitalsoaffects achild’s
development process — mental, physi-
cal, emotional and psychological —
and hisfher approach to nature and re-
ality.

On the religious front, our so-called
intelleciuals and wealthy bureaucrats
are making decisions on “what 1o do
and what not o follow” tlype of ques-
tions related o religious ritwals and
traditions. If the community is nol edu-
cated in religious matters, especially in
our rituals and traditions, no one is
going to oppose any kind of accommo-
dation or convenience so propagated.

No one has everrisen to the stature of
spiritual maturity until they have found
it finer 1o serve someone other than
themselves, Look into your girban and
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evaluate vour contribution o our reli-
gion and community. This does not
mean a ong-time service and then blow-
ing your horn to gain power or atiention
in the community. The majority of us
including our intellectual reformisis
demonstrate attitudes that can be de-
scribed as egocentric, diplomatic and
sell-centered.

A community prospers by collective
action and following a prescribed path.
We do not need people who use their
social status to influence others in reli-
gious matters. We need to recognize
those who can impart a true version of
our religion.

It is common wmong Parsis 1o prefer
someone other than hisfher community
members Lo share venture, friendship or
companionship. Why are we unsuc-
cessful in collaborating our ideas and
expressions in making socio-religious
decisions? The answer lies in one ¢x-
pression — superiority complex among
the majority — an attitude that has
caused serious damage 1o our commau-
nity development. Everyone trics to
prove himsell right. Like for instance,
our community membership is scat-
tered worldwide and each group has
different ideologies and perceptions of
practicing our religion.

It is a fact that the socioeconomic
condition of a family is correlated 1o the
mental, physical and psychological abil-
ity of its members. It influences a
person’s outlook on the society inwhich
hefshe lives, Our community has al-
ways projected a very refined and ntcl-
ligent picture among the lecals of which-
ever country we chose as our residence,

We need o develop a network sys-
tem to help people in employment,
housing. transportation, matrimony and
religion. We need to coordinate efforts
of specialists and volunteers in cach of
the above fields. They may be from
dilferent states in the US and/or India.
It will encourage many associations 1o
contribute 1o the needy Zarathushti di-
rectly rather than end their obligation
by publishing an article in their associa-
tion newsleuer. This type of network-
ing will even motivate someone to help
a needy person by going beyond one’s
professional capability. We need to for-
malize these groups and publish their
names, contact address and area of his/
her speciality in helping the needy in
the newsletter published by ithe execu-
tive committee of this special group
(Helping Hand) around the world. A
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special committee in India must pro-
vide this list to all those who emigraie
1o the US, Canada or other countrics {or
higher studies or residency and simulta-
neously inform their state associations
about their arrival. There is a history of
Zoroastrian immigrants, especially siu-
dents, being swayed by the lalse glamor
of Western surroundings and for being
corrupted beyond repair. We need a
sroupdassociation who could bring such
immigrants into the mainstream before
they get lost in the wilderness of the
cultural roller coaster. We need some-
one 10 “care” for our future generation,

We must encourage knowledgeable
priests in our group Or community o
conduct classes on prayers and religion
to bring consistency in understanding
our rituals, traditions and practices.
There is truth in the assertion that il the
majority understand and believe in
bunak pashani, the intrinsic value of
reciting Avesta nanthras; and knowl-
edge of applying religious 1aboos and
aleaars in our lives, we would seldom
face contreversies like interfaith mar-
riage, beliel in other faiths, non-Zoro-
astrian practices. navjole of a non-Zo-
roastrian or allowing a non-Zoroastrian
in rituals,

We should stop wasting our ¢nergy
in defining a Zarathusht or translating
Garhas 1o convince people that one’s
version of religious interpretation is
superior 1o others. Leave our rituals and
traditions in their original prescription
and concentrate on developing a strong
infrastructiure to mohilize our resources
for the benefit of the entire community.
Leave religious alterations in His hands.

No matter how many people recom-

mend solutions o the existing prob-
lems. if there is no change in the Zoro-
astrian approach to work as a team,
keeping  aside grudges, dilferences,
selfish motives and above all egocen-
tric attiudes, no suggestion or siralegy
can work to our benefit. Collectively,
we must dedicate ourselves 1o practice
and preserve our religion and develop a
pathway to the success and survival of
our next gcnemliun.
Ervad (Dr) Hoshang .J.
Bhadha conducts religion
and prayer classes in
Southem California. He of-
lers religious senvices only
lothose Zarathushlis who
believe and praclice the
traditional Zarathushti re-
ligion. His articles are pub-
lished on the Internet web-site Traditional Zo-
roasirianism.
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COMMENT

Reach the inner fire

Let not Mazdayasni Zarathushtis say they
worship fire which is only a creation of Ahura Mazda

When the Life magazine of the Sunday
Observer published an alphabetical list
ol cults, with *Zoroastrianism” under 7.
there followed letters of protests from
Zoroasirians,

Perveez Dadachanji wrote: “1 was
shocked 1o find Zoroastrian-
ism among the cults in your
Lifemagazine...”

Rusi Dalal protested: “Tam
writing to you on behalf of
our Zoroastrian association
1o record our members” total
dismay and outrage on deni-
grating our noble and ancient
religion to the level of one of
those many cults,..”

K. P. Jasavala wrote: “To
our great amazement and dis-
belielwe were shocked o read
in Sunday Observer's Life
magazine (May 14, 1995) tha
the pure and ancient religion
of Iran — Zoroastrianism —

Perin Divecha

a word of her navjote prayers because
they were ina very ancient language, and
that she was given cow's urine to drink,
She could have explained the purpose
and significance of the ceremony and of
the sudrelyand kusti — that s, if she had
hothered 10 educate hersell:
she 15 old enough 10 have
done so,

Except forthe oft repeated:
"We  believe in good
thoughts. good words and
zood deeds.” 1 have heard
nothing which could reflect
orexplain Zoroastrianismas a
religion.

Among Zoroastrians,
there are some who are more
concerned about the “purity™
of their Parsiflranian race —
which history denies — than
preserving theirreligion: some
ol our young are not in the
least bit concerned about ¢i-

isdeseribedasacult...” Burjor
Avaniexpressed similarsentiments. They
also mentioned Zoroastrian influences
on Abrahamic religions.

On the very, very rare occasions —
two, to be exact — when the Zoroastrian
Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE) commit-
tee have chosen Zoroastrians (o speak
For the whole community in or on the
media, they have chosen the unknowl-
edgeable, ill-informed and those of cultish
tendencies. What in heaven’s name do
they expect?

It 15 natural for owtsiders to belicve
that Zoroastrian House represents the
whole UK community, and that those
they choose to speak on our behalf voice
the views and religious beliels of us all.
But we know this is not so. Two of those
chosen said that we worshipped fire;
another said that she did not understand
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ther. Thereare otherstowhom
aur religion. as preached by Asho Zara-
thushira, is of much greater importance.
This they are striving 1o preserve. This
does not mean that they have no respect
or love for their ancestors: rather they
realize that their ancestors were what
they were because of the religion Asho
Zarathushtra left in the keeping of his
followers.

Atleastthe compileroflthe listol cults

did make one very important point, which
cscaped the protestors, for he wrote:
“(Zarathushtra), spurncd by his compa-
triots For what they considered his mono-
theistic revelation...” The compiler rec-
ognized the Fact that the religion Asho
Zarathushtra taught was a monotheistic
revelation, which was, at first, spurned.
And our history tells us that even after it
was accepted, when the Holy Prophet

died, aspects of the old religion were
reintroduced,

Is the situation all that different to-
day? Why do we keep silent when co-
religionists confess to the worship of
fire? Why are they not shocked, dis-
mayed. or outraged when so-called
Mazdayasni-Zarathushtis say they wor-
ship fire, which is, after all, acreation of
Ahura Mazda? Fire has not the power to
create anything, whereas Ahura Magda
has ¢reated everything good in His good
creation, bothin the world of spiritand in
the world of nature, and this includes the
fire. And by the power ol Hisdivine laws,
that are generated on the natural level,
has made it possible for human beings 1o
ignite fire. All natural elements have en-
crgies entrapped within them; this en-
ables humans to ignite fire with the power
orenergy of the sun; or through friction
oftworocks orsticks: thisisaccording to
God’s laws of nature. But can human
beings reconstruct or convert fire ener-
gies into spiritual bodies as certain indi-
viduals and publications claim? Asho
Zarathushira taught that Ahura Mazda
alone is the divine source of the natural
and the spiritual or inner fire, and of the
natural and the spiritual light.

The Gathas reveal the existence ofthe
one and only spiritual God, the divine
Creator, the wise lord, the father of Asha
— the divine law that governs both the
natural and the spirit worlds. He alone is
uncreated spirit, and He alone has the
power locreate spirits and souls. His is the
supreme mind, the sublime mind, supreme
intelligence and wisdom. Heisthe infinite,
perfect and immortal being, who alone is
worthy of worship, So the Gathas say.

Yes, the sacred fires should be re-
spected and venerated, but this respect
and veneration would come naturally if
we recognized AhuraMazda lor what He
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i15. Yes, we worshipand adore the Amesha
Spentas because they are Ahura Mazda's
attributes; yes, we re-
vere the fravashis of
the holy ones, and all
the spiritual beings
Ahura Mazda has cre-
ated. If we recognized
Ahura Mazda as the
only one worthy of
worship then every
other respect and ven-
eration due to His good creation would
come naturally to us,

OnBBC TV lastautumn, a Zoroastrian
priest, participating in one of the Sacred
Flace series, said that we worshipped
fire because it is the purest natural ele-
ment; and that is why the pricsis cover
their mouths, so as not to pollute the fire.
Then on Radiod on July 6, 1997 we heard
MrNoshir Dadrawala say, most emphati-
cally: *1 am not ashamed 1o say that |
worship fire.”

Of course they have the right 1o wor-
ship fire if they so wish. Freedom of
choice, specially thatof worship, is every
individual's God-given right. Asho
Zarathushira preached this freedom. He
realized that nothing less would or could

Why do we keep
silent when
coreligionists
confess to the
worship of fire?

be acceptable 1o Ahura Mazda: this free-
dom extended 1o our thoughts, words
and deeds. Nothing
but truth and sincer-
ity in worship, and in
individual thoughts,
words and actions
would bring Gods di-
vine plan of salvation
to fruition. There can
be no force or coer-
cion, no sitting on the
fence for the individual. Each one must
make his/her own choice without any
threai being held over hisfher head; be
they priests or laity.

Although these good people have
the right to waorship fire, it is important
that they clarify that it is their personal
choice, not accepted by all Zoroastrians,

Asho Zarathushtra made his choice
of worship very clear; he told us which
fire he worshipped: “0O Ahura Mazda, we
yearn 1o see and reach up o your inner
lire. This fire is our final goal and ultimate
hape, and He alone shall light your faith-
ful followers through life (Yasna 34.4)."

Again in Yasna 47.6: “As the fire of
Ahura Mazda is our ideal, He is also our
reward. for He shall ignite His latent

rightcousness (Asha) and devotion
{Armaiti) withinus.”

Ahura Mazda's inner fire 1s His su-
preme spirit (Spenta Mainyu) and His sub-
lime and good mind, His divine wisdom
{VahistaMana, Vohu Mana); and we wor-
ship Him with and in our inner selves (our
hearts, minds and souls).

If they feel they do not, and or they
cannot make him the only, and the full
focus of their worship and adoration, why
do they call themselves Mazdayasnis? If
they do not wish to abide by the teachings
of Asho Zarathushira as given in the
Gathas, why do they call themselves
Larathushtis (Zoroastrians)?

Why can’t we observe our rituals, and
hold on to our true traditions in the light of
the revelations made in the Gathas? Can
someone give me an adequale answer,
please?

A retired leacher resid-
ing in Kent, UK, Perin
Divecha states her life
“has been a search and
an education, and my
interast has akvays been
in literature, history and
religion: inshort, the story
of the human race.”

Tel: 4143898/4121411
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OBSERVATION

An easy exit

It is preferable to pray for an easy deliverance rather

A very dear friend of mine, having
enjoyed years of success, good health
and prosperity, in the autumn of his life
found himself wasting away with dread
discases. He seemed booked for mis-
ery, along with his family. for the re-
mainder of his life.

His wife, sons, daughters and rela-
tives — as well as friends and well-
wishers who came to know of his pre-
dicament — raised their hands to the
almighty, to holy prophets and spiritual
masters in supplication for his return 1o
health and strength. Efforts were di-
rected to different systems of medicine,
psychic sciences. holistic and other sys-
tems of healing, prayers, meditation,
concentration, eic.

When a person’s time for passing on
arrives, the spiritual hierarchy respon-
sible for receiving his soul encounters
greal interference: from those who seek
to restore his health and from those who
would extend his life.

As regards the first, with hundreds
interceding for his good health, tempo-
rary and relaxable burdens usually get
alleviated. Intercession, out of grace, is
granted, depending upon the spiritual
strength of the interceder. Spiritually
advanced souls may petition that he be
granted good health and thus make the
crossing comfortable for all concerned.
Where, however, the burdens are per-
manent, only the grace of a highly
advanced spiritual soul can change the
situation. There must be some special
reason for such intercession, otherwise
justification for the change does not
exist,

As regards the exiension of life. re-
quests for short extensions are granted
out of grace, such as that of relatives or
friends living at distant places who want
1o see the patient before he passes on.
Also requests for short extensions for
some particular work that has to be
completed, are justified. Long exten-

96 Parsiana February-March 1998

than a painfully long life
Rustam S. Sidhwa

sions are granted depending on the ag-
gregate intercessions of relatives and
friends or, in serious cases, spiritually
advanced souls can intercede on lis
behalf. What good it does to the indi-
vidual is difficult to judge. Between the
desire of the patient, on the one hand,
and that of his relatives, immediate
{riends and well-wishers on the other,
what polarity is created is difficult w
assess. The patient desiring immediate
release and others desiring an extension
of his life for some mundane purpose,
cancreate difficulties. Should the friends
not be circumspect in what they plead
for, and permit the patient to have a free
hand in his own deliverance? Of what
use is the request for long life if the
patient 15 to sulfer more pain? Even
spiritual law protects the individual's
independence and spiritual masters as
a rule refrain from such interference.

Different religions have established
their own traditional methods to deal
with such sitsations and guide human-
ity. But all life is evolving. Creative
knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment
are on-going revolutionary processes.
They do not wait for anybody. The
divine spirit uses human beings in its
forward march. The establishment of
new spiritual socicties and movements
is a strong indication of the change
which we see coming. New thoughts,
new dimensions and new concepts have
started emerging. The New Age, the
Aquarian Age of Enlightenment, is set-
thing in, and cannot be prevented. In the
multidimensional forces of unity and
diversity, the divine spirit has the upper
hand.

There is a Jewish saying, “As above,
so below.” It is believed that a spiriual
hicrarchy above governs matlers that
concern creation. including this carth,
It keeps changing, according 1o a sys-
tem established by its own rules. It 15
alleged that there are spiritual cabinets

with the almighty and the prophets at
the apex, supported by a mighty spiri-
twal force (also called the Heavenly
Hosts), but of this I have little knowl-
edge, apart from what comes from the
extant religious tracts and holy books,
which must be accepted on faith.

But from the new thoughts and con-
cepts that are recently creeping in, it
appears that a hierarchy ol spiritual
masters — living, physically embaodied
souls — govern life and death. Whether
there are separate groups for different
arcas, religions, ete, [ do not know. It is
also alleged that the record from life to
death of cach individual catapulted onto
this planet, is set out in registers called
“Akashic Records.” These can also be
inspected by other spiritual masters
gifted with high grace.

The question, therefore, that arises is
what prayer or blessings should be in-
voked for a person who is in deep
distress. Would it not be betier if we
pleaded with Ahura Mazda (or with our
own respective holy prophets and spiri-
tally advanced souls) that our dearest
fricnd may be granted health and long
life, if they are due to him, as recom-
pense for his good life; and, if that is not
possible, to accept his wishes for an
easy exit, with prayers to the spiritual
hierarchy 1o receive him with honor and
glory straightaway, and to lodge him in
paradise, commensurate with his at-
tainments in this life? As regards the

‘other desires of friends and relatives,

we plead that they may be granted
under the canopy of Their grace, so that
our dear friend’s loss may not create
difficult situations,

This small prayer can be expanded
appropriately. The wish of the person
most affected must stand supreme.

This is the last aricle authored by Justice
Rustam Sidhwa (see “Sidhwa’s benchmark,”
page 198, Parsiana, February-March 1998)
before his demise in 1997,
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INSTITUTIONS

The edifice of education

The Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy Parsee Benevolent Institution celebrates
its 150th anniversary, as well as 125 years of its heritage building

The imposing sandstone structure with
its colonial facade of archways and cal-
umns on Bombay's bustling Dr D, N.
Road was built even before its more
famous neighbors, the Gothic Victoria
Terminus and the Bombay Municipal
Corporation building, had been com-
pleted.

On November 20, 1872, the Viceroy
of India, Lord Northbrook had opened
the door of the then partially completed
building of the Sir Jamsetjee Jejecbhoy
Parsee Benevolent Institution (SIIPBI)
with a silver key, in the presence of the
governor of Bombay, Sir Philip
Wodehouse, Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy,
second baronet, and a small gathering
of invitees.

On November 20,1997, Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, seventh baronet, presided
over the celebrations to mark the
building’s 125th anniversary. In recent
years much of the space beneath the
beautiful arcade had been usurped by
the ubiquitous Bombay hawker, but on
that day the red carpet lay all the way out
ontothe street, leading the distinguished
invitees into the venerable structure.
Adorning the entrance hall was an ar-
tistic reproduction of the building done
inrangoli by the students and art teacher
ofthe Sir].J. Girls' High School housed
within its portals. At the foot of the
broad stairway, the rose-bedecked
bronze statue of Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy,
first baronet, benevolently surveyed the
scene from within its archway. Curtains
of flowers and glowing divas adorned
the well outside the old lift.

On the first floor, Ervad Dhunjishaw
Karkaria of the Sir J. J. Alhaibaug
dadgah (at Abdul Rehman Street, now
shifted to Pune) led the priests in thanks-
giving. Of the seven mobeds, three were
students of the Sir I. J. Fort Boys' High
School, also sitvated within the build-

88 Parziana Febrvary-March 1958

Hilla P. Guzder

ing — Farzad Ravji of standard six,
Asdin Dhalla two classes his senior,
and Jimmy Mogal of standard nine.
Barely two months later, on January
18, 1998, the institute witnessed a sec-
ond celebration — a jashan and gambhar
in honor of the sesquicentennial (150
years) of the establishment of the trust,
which was founded on January 9, 1849,
by Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, first bar-

“The rich hold wealth
for the benefit of the
poor. There should
be total transparency
and accountability in
handling trust funds”

onet, 25 years before the structure was
built. “I shall ever wish my name to be
connected with every endeavor to dif-
fuse knowledge amongst our people,”
Sir Jamsetjee had stated. Cementing the
founder’s dream through a century and
a half, the SJIPBI today runs cight
primary and secondary schools in
Bombay, Surat, Navsari and Valsad,
catering to the educational needs of over
6,500 boys and girls from all strata of
soCiely.

The three Bombay schools housed
within the heritage structure are the
Boys' and Girls' Schools and sister trust
Sett R, J. J. Primary School presided
over by principals Vijay Joshi, Hemavati
Pal and headmistress Huafreed Kotwal
respectively, with a combined comple-
ment of over 2,200 students. At the
sesquicentennial celebrations, marked
by a total absence of speeches, history
came alive with the students of the
Girls' School recreating scenes from

the School s past— little girls in jhablas
and ropis listened attentively to their
older counterparts in beautiful saris with
kors, heads demurely covered with
mathabana and sor, imparting the rudi-
menis of reading, 'riting and "rithmetic,
Gaily decorated classrooms showcased
the art and craft of the students of the
Primary School, while the secondary
sections presented a colorful exhibition
of India’s scientific and cultural achieve-
ments.

The girls’ enthusiastic enactment of
scenes from India’s struggle for free-
dom from the British, complete with
revolutionaries, faces covered with black
hoods, being hung from a pole gener-
ated much interest among invitees, and
exhaustion among the young actresses
as they went through their well-re-
hearsed lines scores of times for the
benefit of the curious!

The morning witnessed a jashan cer-
emony led by Dastur (Dr) Firoze Kotwal,
with Ervad Aspandiar Dadachanji,
Ervad Kersasp Karanjia, principal of
the Cama Athornan Institute, two of his
young students and Mogal, Dhalla and
Ravji of the Sir 1. I. Fort Boys' High
School among the 11 participating
priests. The genial host and chairman of
the SIIPBI, Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy,
seventh baronet, wife Lady Shirinbai,
son and heir Rustom with wife Delara
and 12-year-old son Jehangir, mingled
with the galaxy of guests which in-
cluded Jamshed Guzder, chairman of
the Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP), who
is also a trustee of the SIJPBI, BPP
trustees Silloo Kavarana and Rustom
Tirandaz, ex BPP chairman Dr Aspi
Golwalla, Homi Taleyarkhan, Sohrab
Godrej, Keti Mehta, Homai Modi,
Pheroza Godrej, Khojeste Mistree and a
hostof others. Also present were SIJPBI
trustees Prof Khurshed Sheriar, Homi
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Top row: The SJIPBI heritage
building Photo: Chetan Mistry; stalue of
Sir 1. Jejeebhoy, first baronet, at the
foor of the staircase Photo: Nazneen K.
Vajitdar, Spectravision Labs, Sir J.
Jejeebhoy, seventh baronet, and Lady
Jejeebhoy cutting the cake on the
building 's 125th anniversary Photo: Viay
Joshi; Principals Hemavati Pal, Vijay
Joshi and headmistress Huafreed
Kotwal Middle row: Students recreate
the early history of the Girls" School
Photo: N. K. Vajitdar, jashan in progress
Photo: Hilla Guzder. Boftom row: School
trustees (L to R) Mody, R. Jejeebhoy,
Gherda, Sheriar, Morris, Sir J.
Jejeebhoy and Cooper Pholo: N. K. Vajitdar;
architectural confectionery

Photo: H. Guzder; inter-school art
compelilion Phote: Karunakar Boloor



. Mehta, Sohrab Morris, Kersi Gherda,
Dr Burjor Cooper and Minoo Mody
{Rustomjee J. R. B. Jeejecbhoy was un-
able to attend). Exchanging reminis-
cences were ex-students and
stalf, including ex-principals
MNergesh Bamji and Silloo Irani.
Dhun Majra and Mahrukh
Eotwal, headmistresses of the
Sir 1. 1. Princess Street Primary
School and the Sir J. J. Parel
Primary School, Dolly Desai and
Bomi Mchernosh, principals ol
the R. J. 1. High Schools at
Mavsari and Valsad respectively,
and headmistress Katy Zaveri
of the Sir J. 1. Primary School,
Valsad were also present. Scouls
and guides maintained order among the
crowd of poor Parsis eagerly awaiting
their turn at the gambhar tables lud oul
in long rows under a special shamiana
in the courtyard.

As part of the year-long sesquicen-
tennial celebrations beginning January
1993, the trustees propose 1o undertake
major renovations to the Instilution
building at an estimated cost of Rs 38
lakhs and have released a public appeal
for funds. According to school sources,

the noted firm of architects, Talati and
*anthaky-Associated Private Limited is
to provide its services free of charge.
While funcuonal changes will be made,

Dadachanji and Jejeebhoy
Photo: Hilla Guzder

the trustees hope to retain the building’s
old-world charm, with old family por-
traits presently hanging behind dusty
filing cabinets being restored and relo-
cated at prominent places.

“We also propose o illuminaie the
stone facade of our Grade A heritage
structure and have approached Air-
freight/DHL 10 be the sponsors.” en-

lightens Sir Jamsetjee in his gentle man-
ner. “The Parsi Punchayet, whose of-
fices occupy the third floor, have agreed
to remove the row of air-conditioners
jutting out of the windows,
which mar the beauty of the
facade. Our relations with the
Parsi Punchayet are very cor-
dial, they help us and we help
them whencver necessary.”
Explaining that the offices of
the Punchayet have been lo-
cated in the building ever since
it was built, as the first baronet
was also the chairman of the
Punchayel, Sir Jamsetjee states
that traditionally it was taken
for granted that the baronel
would be the chairman, as indeed the
first five baronets were. [t was only
during the time of the sixth baronet that
the tradition was broken due to a techni-
cal hitch. Adds future baronet Rustom,
“Parsis commonly refer to our building
as the Parsi Punchayet building. We
hope that by the end of this year we get
sufficient publicity to clear this popular
misconception.”

Rustom delineates plans for the
Schools’ progress during the 150th year:
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“We need to upgrade our science labo-
ratorics and library and we need new
classroom furniture. Our audiovisual
room is our Bombay Schools’ pride and
jov. Only last year we purchased a very
sophisticated projector which can be
linked to the computer and through
which we can impart lessons with the
aid of CD-Roms. All our students, from
nursery 10 S8C, take advantage of this
facility. Not many educa-
tional institutions which
are run on charitable lines
would be able to offer such
facilitiestotheirstudents.”
On the agenda also is the
revival of the Schools’
sporting facilities. The
Boys' School used 1o have
a cricket team which par-
ticipated in inter-school
competitions, Rustom as-
serts, and they would be
once again encouraged to
play hockey, football and
cricket at the inter-school
level.

Though established as
a Parsi institution, the Schools in
Bombay and Gujarat today have less
than 300 Parsi students out of a total
strength of 6,500 students. “In spite of
the present ratio of Parsi 1o non-Parsi
students being 1:20, we shall continue
10 retain our identity as a Parsi estab-
lishment,” declares Rustom. Poor Parsi
students pay no tuition fees, they get
free uniforms, free text-books, free RTI
(Sir Ratan Tata Institute) lunch, elc.
The Bhojan Fund was started way back
in 1908 and a Milk and Nutritional
Fund provides mid-morning milk or
biscuits or cheese or chocolates. Reli-
gious classes are held for the benefit of
Parsi students, and young boys who are
navar-maratabs are encouraged Lo par-
ticipate in the annual jashans. The
Schools wrned cosmopolitan in 1957/
5% due to the paucity of Parsi students,

The Bombay schools being aided
schools, girls in the secondary scction
study free (up to the third child only).
Since last year, education for boys in the
secondary section has also been made
free, in keeping with the recently intro-
duced government policy of free sec-
ondary education for boys as well as
girls, according to school sources. Stu-
dents from standards one to four pay
between Rs 15-20. Reasonable “extras’
include computer fees of Rs 30, In the
K.G. section, the fees are Rs 100 per
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month, states Khurshed Shroll, secre-
tary of the SHPBI, who is himself an ex-
student. I remember [ used to travel all
the way from Kalyan to Bombay from
194 1-52 1o anend this School. We used
to pay two annas as fees! Bothmy sisters
also studied here and we would be ac-
companicd on our daily train rides by
our father who used o work in the Fort
area.” Shroff continued his ties with the

Three generations: {seated, left 1o
right) Jejeellon, grandson Jelangir,
Laely Shivinbei, (standing) Delara
contel Rustent Proto: Chetan Mistry

Institution by joining it as an accoun-
tant in 1955, *1 am indebted to this
Institution. Our association appears (o
be from the cradle to the grave,” he
quips.

Shrofl also narrates instances of loy-
alty of other ex-students 1o their alma
mater, Nowroji B, Mistri, an ex-student
who had done well for himself and
settled in Singapore, was a regular do-
nor. Now deceased, the trustees of his
estate still send an annual donation of
seven 1o cight lakh rupees as per his
bequest, recounts ShrofT, Keki Jokhi of
Hong Kong recently made a very hand-
some donation of over one and a quarter
crore of rupees for the R. 1. J. School
building in Navsari, he adds.

Early years

A detailed chronological account of the
S1IPBI's carly history is to be found in
the Centenary Velwme authored by Jal
H. Wadia, ex-principal of the Sir J. 1.
Boys” High School, as well as in the
biography, Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, the
First Indian Knight and Baroner, by
Jehangir R. P. Mody. According to the
authors, the idea of founding a benevo-

lent institution was mooted as far back
as 1842 when Queen Victoria conferred
on Jamsetjee aknighthood, bestowed on
an Indian for the first time (the baronetey
being conferred in 1857). In June, Sir
Jamsetjee's friends and admirers gath-
ered at his residence, Fort House, {(much
later known as Handloom House which
burned down in a devastating fire) to
present him a “civic address of con-
eratulations,” accompa-
nied by a testimonial of
the value of Rs 15,000.
This was to constilute a
fund 1o be called, with his
permission, the “3ir
Jamsetjee  Jejecbhoy
Translation Fund.” The
objective of this fund was
the “translation into
Gujarati of books wrilien
in European or Asiatic lan-
guages, ancient as well as
modern, and for distribut-
ing the same either gratis
orat alow price among the
members of the Parsi com-
munity in furtherance of
their education,” observes Wadia.
Delphine Menant' s seminal work The
Parsizalsorefers o the establishment of
the SIIPBI. In Volume I, translated
from the French by Anthony D. Mango,
it is stated, “In offering his thanks, Sir
Jamshedji Jijibhai. told them that he
wished 1o combine with this project,
another, conceived by him long before,
with the objective of coming to the
assistance of the poorer members of the
community in Bombay, Surat and ¢lsc-
where in the Presidency. “You know,’
said he, “the miserable conditions of life
for some of our race, and the hopeless
ignorance in which their children are
growing up. My wish is to create a fund
whose income shall be applied 1o the
assistance of these poor people and 1o
giving them the benefits of education. 1
propose to invest three hundred thou-
sand rupees in Public Funds, and put

. them in the hands of trustees, who will

use the income gencrated for the pur-
pose that [ have mentioned.”

“Fifteen shares in the Bank of Ben-
gal were added to this initial donation,
Lady Jamshedji (Avabai) gave another
five, and the Panchayat thirty five; these
voluntary gifts were reckoned at the
time to be worth 3,96,000 rupees, which
raised the income of the Institution to
40,000 rupees a year net of expenses.”
Menant goes on 1o mention ¢laborate
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details of the schools, stating that by the
1890s there were a total of 23 schools,
seven in Bombay and 16 in Gujarat,
“The High School of the Institution is
among the best known of the presidency
High Schools,” she states, adding as a
testimonial a list of successful candi-
dates from 1864 - 1889, ogether with
the positions they occupied!

The Sir 1. J. Fort Boys’ High School,
originally known as the Central En-
glish School, was the first to be founded
on October 17, 1849 with 200 students,
in a building in Bora Bazar Strect where
Sir Jamsetjee had his “pedhi’ or busi-
ness premises. Later it moved 1o
Churchgate Street (deval walo mohallo,
somewhere near Saint Thomas®™ Cathe-
dral and the present Akbarally's, ex-
plains Shroff,) and from there to two
houses close to the present site. But the
shortage of space made itimperative for
the School to have a more spacious
building of its own. The present site,
where the great fire of Bombay of 1803
is said 10 have started, was purchased
for Rs 58,428 in 1866, according 1o
Mody. The adjoining land with stables,
belonging to Jivaji Maneckji Vatcha,
was also purchased for Rs 30,256 and a
strip of land adjoining the road was
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brought from the government for Rs
5.760 — a grand total of Rs 94,444 for
the land alone!

Construction started in 1870, but the
foundation stone of the building was
officially laid, in the presence of the
governor of Bombay, Sir William
Fitzerald and Sir Jamsetjee, second bar-
onet, on February 21, 1871, after the
rear portion was partially completed.
The Centenary Volume reveals thal the
stone carried inscriptions in English,
Gujarati and Pahlavi. In the cavity was
placed a glass jar containing a portrait
of the founder, the plan of the new
building, a history of the Institution, an
abridged calendar of The Times of In-
di, a Parsi calendar of Yazdegardi
1240, a Gujarati almanac, the Bombay
Gazette, The Times of India, the Jam-e-
Jamshed and a few coins —asovereign,
a rupee, half rupee, quarler rupee, two
anna, one anna, half anna, quarter anna
and even a pie! (A fourth floor was
added in setback to the original three-
storied structure in the carly 1940s.)

Two vernacular girls’® schools were
opened on August 17, 1850, one al
Alhaibaug and the other in Fort, in an
era where 90 percent of parents were
against sending their girls 1o school,
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states Mody. Added to the 1ask of per-
suading reluctant parents was the diffi-
culty of finding trained lady teachers!

Five years later, another vernacular girls’
For best school was opened at Dhobi Talao. Ini-
Dhﬂnﬁhﬂk Kabab tially, the subjects taught were arith-

metic, language, embroidery and sew-

in town every ing, followed by physical education,
WEdnESday and — A ‘sanitary science,” with ‘houschold

bookkeeping' and English being intro-

Fnday ' Llul.'l.'_ni in .]'l}f]ﬁ. According to Wadia, a
l h I h d hy matriculation class was opencd as late

as 1942 in the Girls' school, 78 years

Maqy r"ﬂDre after the first lot of boys had appeared
ParSI d[Shes for their n]I;!trilE‘l.L]:ui;m!]

Presently. the schools encourage a
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school band, Junior Red Cross, Interact
Club, ete. “Our girls, though they are
IDEAL CORNER 4, East Street, Camp not 1.'|':.:m an uﬂlu‘cnl f:ci.:li_ur_l of society,

Pure 41 1001 participate and win prizesininter-school
quiz and elocution competitions, dane-

Tng%bgmg? u:ew Phone: 862974 ing and rangoli contests, ete and [ am
Fort téom:ay 4303001 QEE’_: e360=27 very proud of them,” states the present
~Tel: 2621930 Fax: 660012 principal of the Girls” School, Hemavau

Pal whosucceeded Nergesh Bamji when
she retired in 1977 after a long innings
of 40 years, including a quarter century
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Get good value
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Visit
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Homely Comforts
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Electrical, mechanical
and lift engineers

Licensed contractor
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2A3, Tata Mills CHS Ltd
Elphinstone Road, Parel
Bombay 400012
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as principal and three years as direciress.
Pal is presently the convenor of schools,
‘A’ and *B" wards, (in charge of liaison
between the 55 schools and junior col-
leges, the Education Department and
the S5C Board. including the conduct of
S5C examinations), and was honored
in 1986 by the Government of
Maharashirawith a Best Teacher Award.

Besides the three schools housed in
the heritage structure, the SIIPBI also
runs the Sir 1. 1. Princess Street Primary
School, and the Sir J. 1. Parel Primary
School which moved into a spacious
new building in 1989, explains Shroff.

Schools in Gujarat

The SIIPBI had been founded espe-
cially for the Parsis of Bombay and
western India. By 1864, it had under its
protective wing 21 schools and six girls’
classes in Sural, Bharuch, Udvada,
Navsari, Valsad, Bilimora, Tarapore
and Arav. Gradually, however, the
smaller units were amalgamated into
the larger ones.

“The day-1o-day affairs of our outsia-
tion schools are managed by local com-
mittees, which in Surat comprise mainly
ol Parsi Panchayat members,” reveals
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Rustom. “Only policy decisions are taken
from Bombay. The Schools generaie
their own lunds, with a healthy mix of
business and charity.”

The Sir J. ], Surat Shahpore Second-
ary and Higher Secondary School, un-
der principal Noshir Avari, is an aided
school up to the twelfth standard with
almost 800 swdents and is sitvated in a
building purchased a couple of years
ago al a cost of over Rs 50 lakhs, en-
lightens Shroff. The Sir J. J. Sural
Shahpore Primary School and K.G.
classes with almost 2,000 students un-
der headmistress Jayaben Joshi, is un-
aided and is sorely in need of recon-
struction, as it is situated in various
dilapidated premises belonging to the
Surat Parsi Panchayat. The Sir 1. I
Primary schools in Navsari under head-
mistress Pauruchisti Kadodwala, and in
Valsad educate over 1,000 siudents.

Dolly Desai, principal of sister trust
Seu R. 1. 1. High School in Navsari, is
also a recipient of a Best Teacher award
from the Government of Gujarat and
students of the Sett R. 1. 1, High Schools
in Navsari and Valsad have figured on
the merit lists of the SSC and HSC
examinations in Gujarat, informs Shroff.

(St S

Fedenal

PROTECTION & INTELLIGENCE SERVICES

Security-Manpower Consultants * Armed/Personal Bodyguards * Cash/Cargo Escorts
* Kennel Squad * Recovery Agents
250, 3/2, Bazar Gale Streel, Fort, Bombay 400001 Tel: 2621281, 2611926

H. P. A. ENTERPRISES -

Realtors & Developers

(Reqd. Old Bungalow/Plots for Purchase/Development at Pune)

contact: A. D. P. HATARIA

“FEDERAL TRADE AGENCIES"
250, 1/1, Perin Nariman Street, Fort, Bombay 400001 Tel: 2621281, 2611926, 2617331

pune: B. P. CONSULTANCY SERVICES

Sterling Center, Main Street, Pune 411001, Tel: 631963
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HOMAGSGE™

ENGINEERS, SHIP REPAIRERS AND MARINE
CONTRACTORS AND SHIPPING AGENTS

# A Firm of Qualified Electrical, Mechanical & Marine Engineers
dedicating services to Ship Repairing.

. : : HEAD OFFICE
#+ Licenced to carry out all types of Dry Docking repairs at Bombay. Trapinex House
¢ Main Engine Overhauling. Rmiﬂ,:mm
+ Generator Overhauling. im‘fm
+ Pumps of all types overhauling and repairing. T“'Ngf ITTRAGE,
+ To carry out any mechanical and electrical repairs. Tﬂ'ﬂ;g‘;:rﬁm
# Plating and Plumbing works. Fax: 3739378
% Sea connections and heavy pipe lines in Dry Docks. DOCK OFFICE
. : Opp P & V Docks
4 Both electrical and gas welding. Clock Tower
7 . Manson Road
4 Remetalling of bearings. Bombay 400009
: = . TelNos: 3437765
+ Removing/refitting of tail Shafts, Rudders and Propeller Shasfs at 3401432
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* SUWE‘;‘ of load line and Safﬂty equipment. 147, Tokersey Jivraj Road
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Wet Docks and in stream in afloat condition. Cable:"FASTREPAIR"
Bombay 400009

# We are contractors for ONGC, Bombay and Government firms.

Managed personally by Senior Partner Mr H. B. BENGALI
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PERCY AND
KAIZAD

ROADLINES
Private Limited

Transport Contractors
& Fleet Owners

Contractors to
Godrej & Boyce Mig Co Ltd
Godrej-GE Appliances Ltd
Krupp Industries (India) Ltd

Daily and direct services to:
Maharashtra, MP, UP,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi,
Chandigarh and Punjab

Regd Office:

111, Trapinex House, 1st Floor,
Sholapur Street, Mumbai 400009
Resi: 2185674, 2182885
Office: 3718679, 3727831,
3740913, 3774531

With Best Wishes
From

G DESIGN
INTERIORS

708 Patel Mansion
Apt 3, 4th Road
Parsi Colony, Dadar
Bombay 400014

Tel: 4129858
Fax: 022 4126950

Gujarati is the medium of instruction in
all the Gujarat schools,

Other Charities

The present chairman of the SIIPBI, Sir
Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, who is also the
chairman of the Sir 1. 1. Charity Fund,

“You know the
miserable conditions
of life for some of our

race, and the hopeless
ignorance in which
their children are
growing up”

inherited the title in 1968, The sixth
baronet had no sons, only daughters, he
explains, so the baronetey passed to the
necarest male descendant. “My grandfa-
ther was the third son of the second Sir
Jamsetjee. My own fatherdied way back
in 1947, so the title passed to me,” he
discloses. A few months before he be-
came baronet his mother passed away,
he says, exactly eight days after her flal

With Best Compliments From

PENOSH

94-A. M. G. Road, Pune 411001

Telephone 645162-65

Fax 645166
Telex 145-7418
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FINANCE SCHEME
Tenms dreama into realities
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s
M

Wait no more to make those essential purchases till you have
saved enough money. Central Bank of India has tailored the

CENTBUY FINANCE SCHEME to provide low interest loans upto

Rs. 3 Lakhs for buying new cars, or four wheelers and upto

Rs. 60,000/- for consumer dumble.s. The loans offer easy

repayment facility through monthly instalments.

Central Bank For detalls visit the nearest branch of Central Bank of India.

of India
(A Govt, of India Undertaking)
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TARACHAND
& Company

Suppliers of the
meatiest of
Venky's Chicken
Products
Mafco’s Pork, Dairy,
Meat Cold Cuts,
Sausages
Al Kabeer’s Mutton
and Tender Meat
Products
this side of town

We give free home
delivery for bulk orders

K & D Distributors
Exclusive
suppliers of
Venky's Chicken
Products
for South and
Central Bombay

-
[/

80, Sleater Road
Grant Road (West)

Tel 3883691/3871277

in White House behind the Taj Mahal
Hotel was destroyed in a major fire
which started on a lower floor. A neigh-
bor came to her rescue and moved her to
safety, bul the house was gutted, with
many valuable library books, manu-
scripts, ete being destroyed. “That was
very hard on us,” he recalls. “When |
became baronet, my first thought was,
"How will [ be able 1o manage all this?"

“Parsis demand
charity as a right and
there is too much
dependence on
freebies. No other
community provides
housing to the extent
ours does”
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But things have wrned out fine with
passing years,” he opines in his unas-
suming manner.

Sir Jamsetjee elaborates on the active
nterest the trust is laking in reviving the
Parsi ward at the Sir 1. J. Hospital, helped
by BPP trustee Silloo Kavarana and oth-
ers, "Godrej has made a small garden
where the elderly paticnts can sit in the
open air, We have at the moment 33
patients, but there is an upper room which
has not yet been handed over o us, which
has space for a further cight o 10 beds,”
he informs. Though the Jejeebhoy family
is no longer involved in the running of the
hospital orthe Sirl. J. School of Art, both
the mstitutions have maintained good
relations with the founder's family and
“we are always invited for major Tunc-
tions,” he observes.

Rustom believes that it was Sir Jam-
setjee, the first baronet, who was greatly
instrumental in introducing the concept
of trusteeship into India, much before
Mahatma Gandhi did. “The rich hold
wealth for the benefit of the poor. There
should be total transparency and ac-
countability in handling trust funds.
Our trust accounts are fully open to
inspection. Trustees should also keep
abreast of the times and carry their
institution forward in keeping with
changing requirements.”

Rustom narrates an interesting tale
about the building of the various
Alhaibaugs by the first baronet. Jam-
setjee, he relates, was resting one after-
noon outinthe open when a fakir(sooth-

BOYS’ TOWN
Public School
Nasik 2

Recognised as a Public School
by the Department of Educa-
tion for Indian Merit Scholars.
Excellent Climate -- All-
round Education.

Anew two-storeyed dormitory
with attached bathrooms, study
and lounge rooms has just been
completed to house 180 boys.

All Academic Subjects --
Technical Subjects: Work-
shop Technology, Mechanical
& Electrical Maintenance,
Carpentery & Farming. Train-
ing in Self-Government
through Elected Boys' Office
bearers. Games -- Physical
Training. Daily Assembly
with Congregational Prayers
-- Weekly intensive Zoroas-
trian-Geeta-Koran classes.
Excellent Modern Kitchen
and Dining Room facilities.
Moderate Fees. Concessions
and even freeship to Deserving
Students.

Children of priests-freeship.
Navar Martab facility. Also
arrangement to send such boys
at Trust expense to their vari-
ous destinations, so that they
are in touch with performing
religious rituals. Also further
studies after SSC can be ar-
ranged if desired.

Apply to

THE MANAGING
TRUSTEE
P. N. MEHTA EDUCATION
TRUST
Cooks Building, 3rd Floor
324, Dr D. N. Road
Bombay 400001
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GLOBE HOTEL
Udwada 396180

Phone STD
02638-70243 (0O) 72174 (R)

Udwada's oldest and only
hotel where courtesy is
tradition and tasty food is a
guaranteed way of life.
Spacious rooms with
modern amenities. A big
compound for children to
play and within the
vicinity of Pak Iransha
and Pundole Aderan.
Your visit will help
us to prove our claim.

Please write or phone
well in advance to
avoid disappointment.

Engineers of repute
for construction works
of good quality

RATAN
SURVEYOR
& Co

Engineers,Contractors
& R.C.C. specialists
Arbitrator (Member --
The Indian Council
of Arbitration)

Piramal Mansion
Dr Dadabhoy Naoroji Road
Fort, Bombay 400001

Phone: 2619670

sayer) named Alhai passed by, Noticing
a peculiar marking on Jamsetjee's feet,
the fakir predicted great things for his
future. “If what you say is true,” replied
Jamsetjee, "1 will honor your memory
by building baugs for the poor.” The
Alhaibaugs were originally constructed
for housing and Rustorn mentions that
gambhars used to be held up to the
1940s at the lovely stone building that is
Bombay's Alhaibaug at Abdul Rehman
Street. “The dadgah fire there had burned
for over 100 years and had acquired its
own sanctity. Four years ago, we shified
this fire to Pune where it received a
tremendous response from the Pune
Parsis. | remember that as the motor-
cade carrying the fire, escorted by out-
riders, arrived in the wee hours of the
morning, scores of Parsis were waiting
to receive itand accompany it to our Sir
J. 1. Agiary where it was installed.”
The Alhaibaug in Surat is well situ-
ated on the prominent Ring Road and
the trustees are trying to develop the
property by rchousing the original ten-
ants (19 families) by building 60 new
fats (on a charitable basis) and com-
mercial premises, continues Rustom.,
Most of the tenants, he says, are willing

A Neville

Bulsara and
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Sardar Dastur

Schools’ Trust
runs three renowned schools
right from pre-nursery to SSC,
imparting high level of education
through English medium, with
separate hostels for boys and
girls, and best mess facilities
(veg and non-veg). The school
has an excellent record in the
field of academics including
computers, as well as
extra-curricular activities like
karate, Indian and western
music. Students are sent up
for Hindi, Marathi and Drawing
government exams.
Special concession
to deserving Zoroastrian
students may be considered.
Parents desiring to enrol their
wards in the schools’ hostels
are requested promptly to
wrile to or contact
The President
Sardar Dastur Schools’ Trust
2 Lt Col Tarapore Road
Poona 411001
for the hostel prospectus.

Wishing the
Zarthusti community
the world over a
very fulfilling and
beneficial year

Jamshed B. Gandi
CPA MS Tax
Partner

Bertorelli and
Company

150 Spear St Ste 1700
San Francisco, Ca 94105

to move, except the four or five who are
adamant. “We have been trying for one
and a half years to get them to shift, even
offering incentives like geysers, granite
kitchen platforms, ete.” If the develop-
ment goes through, the trust will derive
a substantial benefit, which will be
ploughed back for the benefit of Parsis,
he observes. “Unfortunately, Parsis de-
mand charity as a right and there is too
much dependence on freebies. No other
community provides housing to the ex-
tent ours does.”

The Sir J. I. Charity Fund also runs
agiaries in Navsari, Surat and Pune,
dharamshalas in Khandala and Udvada.
“The government is secking lo acquire
our land in Udvada and we are trying to
counteract it by developing the prop-
erly. We have the plans but unfortu-
nately we do not have the finances,” he
discloses, disappointment apparent.

High on the current agenda, how-
ever, is the enthusiastic planning of the
various functions of the year-long ses-
quicentennial celebrations. “Our minds
and bodics may be at other places,”
muses Rustom, “but our hearis are here
with the Sir I. J. Parsee Benevolent
Institution.”

With Best Compliments Of

HOSHANG J. BUCHIA & CO

ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

4/24, Tata Mills Co-op Housing Society Ltd
Elphinstone Road, Bombay 400012

Tel: 4112539
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FROM DEBATE TO DIALOG
continued from page 50

Baugs would come under ils provi-
sions. He suggested the filing of a writ
petition if the tax was otherwise ap-
plicd. Lawyer and PPP presidem D.
Irani argued that the premises would be
deemed commercial if the lacility is
available for use on payment o other
communities. In Baroda, where the
Pirojsha Godrej Hall is hired out, the
Panchayat has concluded that it is bet-
ler lo pay the five percent tax, informed
Hakim, adding, “If you don’t come o a
conclusion fast enough, you might have
1o pay retrospectively.”

In Jamshedpur. the dharamshala hall
has been recently renovated aflter shift-
ing the four men who had been living
there to an alternate accommaodation.
A provision has also been made lor
availability of Parsi food. They are
now worried by the service tax ques-
tion, said 8. Surti. Asked Gandhi, "Does
the dharamshala itsell become a ser-
vice institute?” D. Engineer, a solicitor
with special expertise in excise law,
has invited the anjumans 10 write 1o
him regarding their individual status,

A query that has repeatedly sur-
faced at Federation meets concerns
Parsi marriages in the motussil, Plead-
ing ignorance of the Parsi Marriage and
Divorce Act, these marriages are nor-
mally registered by the officials under
the Special Marriage Act, which bars
the application of the Indian Succes-
sion Act’s special provisions lor intes-
tate Parsis. When Mhow’s Masani
raised the issue once more, Patrawala
explained that Indian states under local
rulers in pre-independence India had
not recognized Parsi laws. He now
suggested that the Federation and con-
cerned anjumans contact eminent Parsi
lawyers and get them to request the
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National Commission for Minoritics to
amend the situation. The Commission
could then push it through parliament.

Anothercontentious legal detail con-
cerns the need for a probate if the will
concerning any property is miade within
the arca under a high court jurisdiction
like Bombay. Masani, who had been
wilness 1o a case where the property
was lost o a legal heir for want of 2
probate, sought action against this le-
eal requirement. Opinion however was
divided with D, Irani noting that “a
probatc only makes sure that some
innocent person is not deprived. It en-
sures the authenticity of the will.”

Apart from the National Commis-
sion Tor Minorities, there are state mi-
nority commissions in some areas,
though not in all states. For example,
the Maharashira Minorities Commis-
sion was dissolved by the current gov-
ernment. What rankled some ol the
delegates was that there was no Zoro-
astrian representative on some of these
state bodies. There is no Parsi member
ol the Madras Minoritics Commission
(MMC), said Gandhi adding that, ac-
cording 10 the Federation’s coopled
member Mani Clubwalla, the MMC
had volunteered 1o look alter the com-
munity there and the Madras Anjuman
did not want 1o lose goodwill by push-
ing the issue. .

MNoting that there is a Zoroastrian
member on the West Bengal Minori-
tics Commission, Patrawala suggested
that the Zoroastrian associations of MP,
for example, could wogether dralt a
memorandum o chiel minister Singh,
quoting their total number in the state.
He was hopelul that the “educated and
liberal™ chicl minister would act on it,
adding that such requests olten come in
from other communities like the Jains,
Bahais and Jews.

Tipsy (above), sniffing for explosives

As an association with an adarian,
the Mhow Anjuman enjoys the 830G
exemption from income tax on dona-
tions. The facility is available to any
anjuman which maintains a fire-temple,
Masani advised the gathered delegates.
In his view Udvada would be eligible
under section [W23/C5 of the IT act.

Defunct anjumans

Although Surat Parsi Panchayat's of-
ficer on special duty and the one-man
coordinator of the Federation's defunct
anjumans project Serab Katpiua did
not awend the Federation meet, he had
sent a letter briefly updating the issues
at hand which Gandhi read out to the
assembly.,

The Surcndranagar property is now in
the Federation’s hands. The issue regard-
ing Zoroastrian community property in
Ratlam has also been revived, Katpitia
and P. Irani of Dahanu together met an
old trustee of the Tarapore dokhma prop-
erty from whom they were able 1o ac-
quire the bank account number of the
trust in an ¢ffort 1o find where the trust is
registered and also ils registration num-
ber. Once these particulars are ascer-
tained, P. Irani will follow up at site,

The documents relating to the Tithal
dharamshala premises arc now in the
possession of Gandhi and Bombay busi-
nessman Merwan Irani and they have
succeeded in invoking the cooperation
of the Bulsar Anjuman, The vast sea-
side property had nearly been sold for
a song to a Jain trust, a deal that had
been squelched at the intervention of
M. Irani. The issue now lies in the
Bombay High Court but in the mean-
time fresh encroachment is taking place
on the now open land.

Matters concerning the Disa anju-
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man properiy are now heing handled
by Karanjowalla of Ahmedabad under
Katpiia's guidance.

Gandhi urged Federation delegates
to establish Parsi ownership, the sur-
vey number and other relevant details
of defunet anjuman properties that they
may be aware of. belore the Federation
can take on the onus of trying o re-
tricve them for the community.

Individual anjumans
The general body of the Allahabad Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjuman meets every quar-
ter. informed its president Capt Homi
Dandiwalla. There is no membership
fee but its assets are gradually rising. 10
we can’t get a mobed, I've volunteered
to do the geh sarna,” Dandiwalla noted.
The 2,200 strong Ahmedabad Parsi
Punchaver has constructed four Nats
from the funds donated by the Mhow-
dawalla Trust. stated Karanjawalla. The
Punchayet aids the community through
its medical, food grains, education,
vouth wellare and agricultural funds,

Nine families, of whom live are of

mixed marriages, constitule a wial Zo-
roastrian population of 45 in Bhopal.
The aramgah (with a bungli) necds a
houndary wall, noted its president Dara

Pavri. He spoke of a graveyard and land
in [tarsi where no one is lefi to take care
of it

Though the Borivli Association was
nol represented at this executive coun-
cil meet, its secretary Khurshed Pastakia
had faxed a letter detailing its activities
over the past six months: two religious
lectures by Roni Khan and Ervad Nadir
Modi and two fun programs — a
Shehenshahi Navroze party and the
annual moonlit cruise complete with a
live band, drinks and dinner on board!

With the incorporation of two trust-
ces under the age of 45, the Calculta
Zoroastrian Community’s Rehigious
and Charity Funds now has a total of
five trustees, informed Batlivala. The
“reasonably small and happy commu-
nity — everyone is at least on “sahebji
(hello)’ terms... lets its hair down on
weekends with basketball, cricket and
foothall” but constant emigration is
thinning its ranks.

A handsome donation has enabled
the DPA to renovate its aramgah and
give its agiary a facelift, informed A,
Sethna. A new Nowshir Jungalwalla
Hall is under construction on their
dharamshala campus and the DPA is
now on the Internel. There s much

We never take our guests and
breath-taking views for granted

Lord’s Central Hotel

Matheran 410102
Matheran Telephone 021483-0228 Fax 021483-0595
Bombay telephone 3867776
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rescarch on Parsis and their function-
ing by educational and other institu-
tions like Hamdard. “Parsis could
progress and become a very valuable
part of society by education, intelli-
gence, honesty and integrity. There is
100 percent literacy — but it”s just that.
We need intellectual ferment,” stressed
Secthna and suggested that lectures at
Bombay's K. R. Cama Oriental Insti-
tute be circulated through the Federa-
tion.

Heerjee described the Indore Zoro-
astrian Anjuman as a small, happy com-
munity that “meets on occasions, shows
greal response at moments of joy and
sorrow.”

Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman vice
president Aspi Irani noted that the
Anjuman’s Palghar land yields the
means for them to support students in
Boys" Town, the Parsi founded public
school in Nasik, and for other grain,
medical and educational help. Its regu-
lar liaison with the Iranian consulate
had been helpful at the time of the Sixth
World Zoroastrian Congress in Tehran,
acknowledged Gueder.

The 85-member Jabalpur Parsi
Anjuman which includes three [ami-
lics from Katni, received Rs 1,22.000

Makers

of fine

jewellery

since
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for carthquake reliel plus Rs 56,000 in
insurance compensation, announced its
president Dolly Bajan. This has cn-
abled them to repair the walls, ceilings
and roofl tiles of the poor blocks and the
dharamshala building. New construg-
ton work is o begin in a month’s time,
he added. Their aramgah is in a bad
condition. badly overrun by the sched-
uled castes living in the vicinity. Also,
there is a shopping complex around it
There 15 no resident mobed since 1993
and just five o six members below the
age of 40, The rest are all 70 plus,

The knighting of I. Irani was a big
event in Jamshedpur and the Jamshed-
pur Parsis were ready 1o receive him at
the airport with their aachoa-michoo
tray, informed S. Surti. He hosted them
inner.

Three educational associations have
pooled funds but there are “not enough
applicants.” On the other hand, many
cducational funds are reluctant 1o fund
new cducational streams like comput-
ers, hotel management or catering. As
one-third of the graves in the aramgah
belong 1o families which have now
completely died out, the Jamshedpur
association toyed with the idea of build-
ing houses there but it was voted down,

Decsto%i =

she added.

Though Mhow has 97 members on
its rolls, only 22 actually reside there as
informed Masani, and the majority were
in the 70 plus age-group. This has
resulted in misuse of propertics as they
remain unoccupied and dilapidated. The
anjuman has decided to file eviction
suils against non-resident lenants. Even
s0 there is spare housing available at
Mhow, reasonably spacious though old
lashioned, and the Anjuman has been
inviting Parsis to move over and reside
in Mhow which is an hour’s drive away
from Indore and its satellite towns where
jobs are aplenty.

Poona is the boom own of the Zoro-
astrian circuit with its trustees having
an upbeat tale to tell. Plans for the
construction of 17 buildings of 20 flats
each have been passed. Plans for a
dharamshala and a clubhouse have also
been sanctioned, said D. Irani. and
construction is due to begin in three
months, thanks 1o a donor, courtesy
Tamboly. “We want to ensure that no
Zoroastrian will be able 1o say that he
can’t marry because of lack of accom-
modation,” noted D, Irani.

Al one of the two dokhmas there
were no direct water and electricity
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connections and the approach roads
were alsodilapidated, D Trani described
the scene. Now the total 1.75 kilometer
streteh has been resurfaced with a two
lakh rupee donation from the WZO via
Tamboly and the direct conncctions
are in place. Their next project is o
renovate the ravan bunglis for which an
additional three lakh rupees have been
arranged from the same source.

With over 125 crores worth of im-
movable property o maintain under
urban land ceiling and trust deeds their
annual income of Rs 4.5 lakhs was
falling very short, said D. Irani. But
thanks to the Incorporated Trusices of
the Zoroastrian Charity Funds of
Hongkong, Canton and Macao, they
have almost doubled their anaj (grain)
and medical grants and tripled their
educational help to the community. he
informed the gathering.

When the vouthful team of Poona
trusteces — now in their second term
barring one who retired and has been
replaced by an even younger M.
Palkhiwala — made all their plans for
the development of Panchayat proper-
tics, they realized that their constitu-
ton did not have any object clauses
permitting them Lo essay into housing,
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maintaining dokhmas or building a
dharamshala. The charity commissioner
allowed them o amend the constiw-
tion accordingly, though it meant some
delays to the projects. They even filed
suils against Nive tenants and won, and
have accommodated three familics so
far in the vacated premises, reported D,
Irani.

In Ratlam where Parsis have settled
since more than a century there are now
48 individuals, said Tehmion Ankle-
saria. The financially comfortable com-
munity spends mainly on education,
They meet on festive occasions and
conduct a trip to Udvada along with the
Indore Anjuman. T. Anklesaria noted
that Gustad Anklesaria is on the Mi-
noritics Commission of Ratlam city.

With a budget between Rs 12 and 15
lakhs the Baroda anjuman concenirates
on helping the cconomically deprived.
Last vear 60 passengers availed of their
dharamshala and the Panchaym has
acquired a brand new Maruti hearse
thanks o a two lakh rupee donation
made possible by Tamboly, informed
Hakim. The youth wing is bringing oul
the third edition of their directory. The
dokhma has been walled in and their
next project is a clubhouse for old and
young. It is expected that the Stree
Mandal will operate Ifrom the club-
house once it is completed

Those auending the Federation meet-
ing were: Porus Karanjawallaand Perzid
Daruvala from Ahmedabad; Capt Homi
and Shireen Dandiwalla from Alla-
habad; Baman Cama, Dara Hakim,
MWauzer Kasad and Rusi Kasad (rom
Baroda: Dara Pavri from Bhopal;
Jamshed Guzder, Silloo Kavarana, Dadi
Engincer, Dinshaw Tamboly, Behram
Laskari, Sheroo Master and Marazhan
Parrawala from Bombay: H. 5. Havaldar
from Burhanpur; Nauzer Batlivala lrom
Calcutta; Lt Gen Adi Sethna, Dadi
Mistry and Keki Gandhi from Delhi:
Shiraz Daruwala, Gulu Sataravala, Dara
Unwala, Jasmine Bharucha, Col Cyrus
Master. Minoo Engincer, Bomi Heerjee
and Dara Unwalla from Indore; Aspi
Tram and Pervez Irani from the Tranian
Zoroastrian Anjuman; Dolly Bajan from
Jabalpur: Eruch and Silloo Surti from
Jamshedpur; Ronnie Dick from Jhansi;
Phiroze Mava and Behram Masani from
Mhow: Dara Irani, Eruch Irani, Sarosh
and Navaz Palkhiwala, Boman Irani,
Kersi Daruwala rom Poona: Tehmion
Anklesaria from Ratlam: Dinsha Patel
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and Homi Palsetia from Saronda and
Nauzer Kasad from Sural. Dolly
Dastoor, Dinshaw Joshi, Rusi Dalal,
Rohinton and Roshan Rivetna and Gulo
Austin were the special invitees. The
Press was represented by Parsicine.

A ‘learning’ community
The contribution of the Parsi commu-
nity to the building of modern India
cannot be summarized in a few words.
Its services W society in general and the
world at large would also form topies
formany rescarch studics. What is how-
ever truly remarkable, in my view, is
the quict and unoblrusive manner in
which the members of the community
have gone about achieving excellence
in many spheres of national life.

These days we hear management
cxperts talking about the “leaming or-
ganization.” The learning organization
i< deseribed as one where people con-
tnually expand their capacity o creale
the results they truly desire, where new
patterns ol thinking are nurtured, where
collective as-
piration is sel
free and where
people are
continually
learning how
o learn Lo-
gether, IF one
zoes by this
description,
one can cer-
tainly describe the Parsi community in
India as a ‘learning” community which
has continuously updated and adjusted
its responses o a turbulent world with
the poise and confidence of a white-
waler surfer...

The community has enriched itsell
by reaching out to the rest of the socicty
and absorbing the best practices from
everywhere, When we speak about the
contribution of any individual or acom-
munity o society at large. we do con-
sider what they have given and what

they have taken. The Parsi community

can certainly feel proud that they have
given much more 1o the country and
sociely than they have taken (rom ci-
ther of them...

1 s sure that in a forum of this kind
where distinguished members of the
community from different parts of the
country come together you would.
amongst other issues, also be ponder-
ing over the many problems that our
sociely faces today. We live in turbu-

lent times and unless men and women
of character and conviction stand to-
gether holding one another’s hand, it
would be impossible to stem the ude of
corruption, obscurantism, communal-
ism and casteism that is sweeping across
our country. At atime when we sce that
even young men and women are be-
coming increasingly cynical and help-
less, for standing up to these disruptive
forces we have to draw sustenance from
our collective inner strength. The Parsi
communily can certainly give us a lead
in this too as they have demonstrated
time and again that it is not numbers
but commitment and inner strength that
help us to overcome adversity.

On the welfare front, in education,
health-care and in the protection of the
cnvironment we need much greater ef-
fort and commitment from right-think-
ing individuals, non-government agen-
cies and community organizations. Ear-
lier. governments — central and state
— used to draw up all plans for devel-
opment and ask for support of commu-
nity groups and voluntary bodics 10
implement them. It is however being
realized that community action can
achieve much more than what govern-
ment departments and agencies can
achieve. It is therefore time that com-
munity groups and non-government
agencics take the lead in planning and
implementing welfare schemes and for
the government o play the supporting
or facilitating role.

I wish you all success in all your

plans and endeavors. T would be only
too happy if [ could in any manner be of
help or assistance in finding solutions
to some of the problems that the com-
munity could be facing in our state or
elsewhere.
{Excarpted from Madhya Pradesh governer Dr
Mohamed Shafi Qureshi’s address to the ex-
acutive council meet of the Federationof Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjumans of India, February 1,
1998 at Indore)

Know the system,
beat the system

“Please have a proper census first. We
arc the only community of which the
National Minorities Commission
{NMC) has no exact figure... Data is
very important for any government leg-
islation. If you lack information aboul
your community, no one else is inter-
ested.” Marazban Patrawala, Zoroas-
trian member of the NMC was high-
lighting the attitudinal factors that fet-
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ter the community. In addition to data,
will and determination and the method
we use o overcome our problems were
the other factors of consequence, he
enumerated,

As far as the census is concerned, a
project that has been bogged down for
various reasons including lack of fund-
ing, Patrawala sugested that the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) em-
ploy Zoroastrian youth during the sum-
mer vacalion to get the ball rolling.
“Employ them with a one-page form.
Pay them per month or per form... In
six weeks 80 percent of data” will be at
hand, he stated.

MNoting that “to beat the system, you
must know what the system is,”
Patrawala informed the gathering that
most minority communities get weeded
oul of the Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) at the viva stage and
there is not a single Parsi member of
parliament or of any legislative assem-
bly to speak up for the community.
There is an “inbuilt slant in the UPSC.
Scheduled castes and tribes (SC/ST)
and other backward communities
(OBC) have preference (because) we
don’t count in the system of voting... In
the early days merit was the criterion,

We wish the Parsi Zoroastrian community Jamshedi
Navroze Mubarak and pray to God to maintain its
dignity and glory till eternity. Amen.
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Today it is watered down... I you want
o swim with the tide, know how strong
is the tide.”

Patrawala informed the gathering
that the NMC had asked the Govern-
ment of India o amend the law 1o
cnable at least 10 percent of UPSC and
national bank selectors o be members
ol minority communities. Unfortu-
nately the government was dissolved,
s0 the matter rests.

Thanking the BPP for its “great work
inhousing,” Patrawala suggested it now
focus on education. Terming it “shame-
ful™ that “Parsi boys and girls with Y5
percent marks can’t get admission,”™ he
urged the BPP/Federation to “go within
the system and see where you can [l
them. Give donations and in return ask
for nomination rights for a least 10
years... There
15 a five per-
cent quota Tor
NRI donations
in cducational
institutions,
especially en-
gincering..,
There arc sev-
eral rich Parsis
abroad. Ap-
point a senior educationist/administra-
tive officer (we have retired TAS/IPS
officers) who can pursue the matter day
in and day out. You are only lacking in
will, for you have the resources. The
Sindhis came to Bombay as migrants,
See how many colleges they have built.
A Sindhi student gets preference. Parsi
boys and girls don’t get a position even
in the dustbin of the system! Where 50
could come up (with) a little direction,
application of mind, only five will!™

He urged the gathering to make a list
of all cducational institutions started
by Parsis. Referring to the Sangli engi-
neering college which had a few re-
served seats for Parsis (which had lapsed
and now two have been reinstituted)
and whence a number of Parsi engi-
neers had graduated, Patrawala noted
that 26 of them are in high positions in
MNASA (the US' Nauonal Acronautics
and Space Administration) and e¢lse-
where. He claimed to have taken up the
cudgels with the Maharashtra govern-
ment o restore the four seats (or Parsis
in the Grant Medical College which
were wiped out. In Bangalore there is
one seal each in engineering and medi-
cine which were wiped out but some
Bangalore Parsis “wrote to me and they
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have been reinstituted.”

Patrawala pleaded for a chronologi-
cal list of Zoroastrian educational in-
stitutions, adding that the University
Grants Commission chairperson Dr
Armaity Desai was willing 1o help but
no Parsi educational institution had
approached her.

Noting that cconomic survival was
very important, Patrawala announced
that the NMC had forced every na-
tional bank in the last six months o
disperse up o 10 percent of is re-
sources 1o recognized minority com-
munitics, which had been part of Indira
Gandhi's 15-point program. When the
NMC asked lor reports from the banks,
it was revealed that three banks have
not honored this provision at all.
“Among Zoroastrians [ want o include
everyonge professing the Zoroastrian
faith... If you feel your application has
been brushed aside, feel free to contact
me.” he told the Federation delegates.
“I1 you bring your problems, 1 can pul
them belore my colleagues.” He noted
that the Mational Minoritics Develop-
ment and  Finance Corporation
(NMDFC) can also be approached for
losns, (The NMDEFC can be reached m
Ambedkar Bhawan, Rani Jhansi Road.
New Delhi 10055, Tel: 3555633 and
3555634.)

Holding the “lack of direction in
religion” — conllicting issues on le-
nels and their interpretation — as the
reason why many youths are indiffer-
ent o the religion and the community,
Patrawala reiterated his earlier sugges-
tion made at the Pune meet. to create an
apex body of vada dasiurs — a council
to hand down decisions on the fanh.
A Parsis won't Like it but (there will
be ) some linality for the young people™
whose confusion is more acute because
ol websites on the Internet. The plethora
of private trusts that manage agiarics
and atash behrams and “impose their
views on mobeds” added to the conlu-
sion. “How do we lind a solution, make

Zoroastrianism the sheet anchor of

young lives?" he asked.

As an example of how the NMC can
help, Patrawala related how the Jam-
shedpur agiary had been penalized by
the income tax authoritics as a com-
mercial establishment on the basis that
the mobed was selling sandalwood and
divas. Jamshedpur anjuman and Fed-
eration vice president Homi Bodhan-
witla wrote about it 1o Patrawala who,
thanks 10 the intereession ol the then

finance minister P. Chidambaram, was
able 1o get the necessary exemption for
the agiary, The gist of Patrawala’s mes-
sage was, “You have to fight for your-
self. If you don’t, no one else can fight
for you.”

“Changing realities”
Declaring that “the future belongs o
those who prepare for it today,”
FEZANA (Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America) presi-
dent Dolly Dastoor said the diasporic
Zoroastrian community needs o move
away from the defensive focus on sur-
vival. It is “important lor our psyche to
open to other
experiences,”
build infra-
structures and
accept that reli-
gionsreflectthe
environments
in which they
live. Differem
expressions of
the faith are “not right or wrong, just
different,” she stressed.

Speaking of the people who make
up FEZANA as for the most part from
India and Pakistan, they nonetheless
were a community reflecting “the
changing realities of the countries we
live in.” Developing a concept of Zoro-
astrians in North America with unique
expericnces both religious and socio-
cultural, Dastoor noted that “(we re-
quire) our own brand of solutions.”
Faced with changing technological
cultures, “old solutions do not apply;
band aid. ad hoc solutions won’t do.”
Emphasizing the need 1o be creative,
the practising psychologist noted that
cach settlement needs to be “judged
according 1o the realities.”

Chalking the challenges that Zoro-
astrians face, Dastoor noted the lack of
leadership and vision: “We need o
decide what we want for ourselves, our
children, their children.” Create a think

“1ank o set priorities with a “willing-

ness Lo solve problems based on knowl-
edge.” she suggested.

Pressing for an international organi-
zation with “vision, mission and man-
date,” Dastoor noted that Zoroastrians
can no longer compartmentalize them-
selves, that the “talented but individu-
alized people” need a “paradigm shifi
in consciousness” o take decisions
based on Vohu Mana and “create a
vibrant international fabric.”



INDORE: A CITY OF...
comtinued from page 63
on 5.25 acres of land granted by the
Holkar Government {Indore was then a
princely state). [t had been constructed
from generous donations including Rs
3,004 in memory of Dinshawj Nana-
bhai Masalawala. A rest house was
built by Dinshaw Shapurji and the heirs
of Framji Rane had a sagdi built and
sanctified in 1897, writes Cama.
Many an Indore Parsi won titles, ini-
tially from the Holkars and
later from the British. In
1920 Godrej Edulbehram
came to Indore and started
an automobile business,
Nosherwan and Company,
in the name of his son who
later joined him. The busi-
ness Mourished and the
name became a local by-
word, notes Cama, with
Godrej serving as presi-
dent of the Anjuman from
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1949 until his death in 1965. His son
Nosherwan was thenunanimously elected
and served lor the next 22 vears.

Kavas Hall which had been built by
Meherwanji Cooverji Dotiwala of Mhow
in 1918 in memory of his son and gified
o the Indore Anjuman in 1921 was re-
built by Godrej Edulbehram and his fam-
ily at acostof Re 60,000 in 1963 and Gool
Hall added above itas per the inscription
on the commemorative plague.

Parsi doctors are said 10 have domi-
nated the Indore medical
fraternity for over 40
vears — surgeon Dr
Sagoo, physician Dr G.
Anklesaria, hospital su-
perintendent Dr Dundas,
renowned gynecologists
Dr Motabai Thanewala
and Dr Junglewala, den-
tist {and long-term sec-
retary of the Indore
Anjuman) Dr Sohrab
Cama and child special-

{5t row: Dar-¢-meher entrance and
inner precincts; 2nd row: Indore
anjuman secretary Minoo Engineer,
vice president Dara Unwalla, Shirin
Heerjee, Dinoo Master and Gulu
Satarawala; Jinnie Pohowalla and
grandson; Heerjee {below)

ist Pohowala were big names in their
respective lields.

Among entreprencurs the Anklesaria
Family’s bicycle showroom is billed as
the largest in Siyaganj and is now being
run by the third generation of the fam-
ily. Burjor and Aspi Irani are said 1o
have survived competition from multi-
nationals in their soft drinks business
and own an ice factory and fruit juice
shop. The Empress Hotel was owned by
the Jawrewalas and the Sarosh family
owned the Rest House. More recently
the Thanewala family has built Hotel
President and Restaurant Landmark
along with other travel agencies, in-
forms the souvenir wrile-up.
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Tehmuras Marfatia was a district
judge and Jal Patel and Mecherjec
Thanawala were prominent advocates.

The community’s currenl mascots
are Hormuzd, Freyan and Arban
Dossabhoy — the triplets who have
endowed Indore with new lusire, Born
to Thrity and Adil Dossabhoy, the par-
ents’ first reaction was one of shock
when the resulis of a sonography was
revealed to them, in the fourth month
of pregnancy. By the time of delivery
Thrity was carrying 15.5 1b of weight
{her one rib has been bent in the pro-
cess, she says) with complete bed rest
from the fourth month and the last six
weeks spent in hospital. The babies
were born by caesarian delivery on
Hormuzd raj which is why the first
arrival was named Hormuzd. Thrity is
grateful for all the help she received
from Adil and from her own mother.

The babies have different blood
groups, say the parents. The eldest
Hormuzd is B negative like Adil and the
younger two (there is a 13 seconds
difference between each) are AB nega-
tive like Thrity.

Adil recalls that he had been told to
keep 10-15 bottles of blood ready for
Thrity. He could arrange for only six
but the first bottle caused a reaction
and the transfusion was stopped.

The boys have begun tocrawl around
but the girl Freyan is said to be born
“slightly premature” with a depleted
sugar level. As for their horoscopes,
Adil, who works for Bakelite Hylam
looking after heritage surface textures
in MP, was happy to note that they
would be well-off economically and
scttle abroad and that the girl and
younger boy “will never separate.”

The Unwallas, the Camas, the Havias,
the Engincers, the Masters, the Jal-
nawallas, the Satarawallas and the Iranis
are other families who have contributed
to the community, many of them being
deeply involved in the hosting of the
Federation delegates. A recent addition
is Viraf Cooper from Bombay who stays
at the Parsi Dharamshala, 80, Usha Ganj,
behind the Chawni Police Station, Indore.
He has sought to make his career in
aviation as a commercial pilot at the M.P.
Flying Club Limited in Indore, a training
institution approved and subsidized by
the government of India. Cooper is keen
that other Parsi boys also avail of the
facilities and invites prospeclive trainees
to write to him or to the Club at Civil
Acrodrome, Indore-Bhopal (MP).
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DANCE

Bond

Rashna Homji and hu,
Hong Kong Ballet i

Among the heady celebrations for (he
handover of Hong Kong in June last, was
a serics of gala performances of a new
dance drama, The Last Emperor at the
1.800-scan Performing Arts Center in the
heart of Hong Kong. Prime movers be-
hind this speciacular production of the
Hong Kong Ballet company were classi-
cal ballet dancer Rashna Homii and her
husband, dancer and artistic director
Stephen Jefferies. The preceding vear
they had been invited 10 Hong
Kong to take up their latest
challenge —toturn the Hong
Kong Ballet into a top-notch,
international, classical ballet company.
Rashna [daughter of FEZANA (Fed-
eration of Zoroastrian Associations of
North America) founding vice president
Homi Homji and Villie of Toronto,
Canada] and Stephen moved to Hong
Kong in 1996 with their children Lara, 12,
and Christopher, 10, following a dancing
carcer spanning over 30 vears on the other
side of the world, with the Royal Balletin
London, Stephen was appointed artistic
director of the government funded Hong
Kong Ballet. Rashna is artistic director of
the Hong Kong Ballet Group, acollabora-
tion of dance schools in Hong Kong,
currently working on a production of
Swen Lake. Sheis also guestteacherat the
Hong Kong Ballet company, the Mational
Ballet of China in Beijing, the Shanghai
Ballet Company and the Academy forthe
Performing Arts in Hong Kong.
Because her feet were weak and
“turncd in,” Villic Homji had enrolled
six-year old daughier Rashna in ballet
classes with a British lady in Karachi,
Pakistan, where the family lived, and
where Rashna was born (in 1951).
Rashna showed exceptional promise as
a dancer, and quickly passed with hon-
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sband Stephen Jefferies are gearing to turn the
nto one of the foremost international troupes

Roshan Rivetna

ors i serics of examinations with the
British Royal Academy of Dancing. in
Karachi, greatly helped by Zarine
Bal=ara who took over the ballet schonl
and Rashna's training Irom the British
lacy Ms Waison.

In 1962, when Homi was appointed
head of the Social Alfairs Division for
Asiaand the Far East with the United
Nations (UN), the family moved 1o
Bangkok. and Rashna resumed baller
classes undera Frenchand a Thai teacher.

From Bangkok. with currency ex-
change restrictions no longer a damper,
Eashnacould travel to London torealize
her dream of auditioning with the Brii-
ish Royal Ballet. Encouraged by past
ballen teachers and Roval Academy ex-
aminers who all proclaimed she “had
the makings of a dancer.” Villic and
Rashna. now 12, traveled 10 London.

The audition at the Royal Ballet
school was short. Justa hall=hour. Of the
25 girls auditioning that day. she was the
only one accepted into White Lodge. the
residential lower school of the Royal
Baller. “But there are no guarantees.”
the principal told Villie, “as she grows
up. il she becomes oo big physically,
she may never be a dancer.” To prepare
lor this. the students were all drilled o
repeat 10 nmes a day: 1 may be a
teacher, not a performer.”

But Rashna was a “born performer”™
as the principal told Villie when Rashna
graduated three years later, and was
selected 1o join the exclusive upper
school of the Royal Ballet,

Al the Royal Ballet, Rashna was the
[irst Eastern woman in the history of the
Royal Ballet to be accepied into thai
prestigious school.

Her lirst break at a “real performance’
came when she was 18, and stll a the
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upper school. Two dancers of the Roval
Baller Company were taken ill while on
tour in Vienna, With little time Lo prepare.,
Rashnaand another girl were selected and
Nown 1o Vienna overnight 1o take the sick
2irls” positions in the corps de ballet. 1
wis a performance of Lo Bavedére m
the Vienna Opera House, and a night 1o
remember [or Rashna,

Upon graduation she was aceepled
e the Royal Ballet Company, and her
dancing carcerreached new heighis. She
played anumber of solo and principal
roles: in Les Sviphides, The Rake's
Progress, The Tnviteiom, Solitaire,
Cenrcert, La Féte étrange and oth-
ers, performing atthe Covent Garden
Royal Opera House in London, as
well as with the touring Sadler’s Wells
Ballet Company and in guest perfor-
mances all over the world.

In 1972, Rashna marricd  dancer
Stephen Jelferics, a“shining star of the
Eoyval Baller.” He has been compared 1o
the likes of  the legendary Rudoll
Nureyev and Merce Cunningham.
“Among the Roval Ballet dancers of the
19705 and 19805, savs a Sadler’™s Wells
magazing, “only Stephen JelTeries could
be ranked with the legendary artisies of
previous generations.” Alter 19 years as
principal dancer, 10 of them as semor
principal, Stephen became acharter prin-
cipal in 1993,

In 1976, Rashna and Stephen ook a
one vear sabbatical, and danced with the
Navonal Ballet of Canada delighting
Canadian audiences, especially all the
Parsi friends of the Homjis. She danced
the Pax de Trorsand Predogue variations

Homji in The Sleeping Beauty
Photo: Anthany Crickmay
Jefferies in The Prodigal Son



in Rudolf Nureyev's production of The
Sleeping Becariy.

Shortly thereafter. fate dealt a hard
blow that cut Rashna’s dancing career
short. Just before going 1o Canada, she
had a knee cartilage operation, and had
given some thought to giving up danc-
ing, but decided against it. As she was
about to rejoin the Royal Ballet afier the
year in Canada, an accident in class —a
kick in the back of the knee — ruptured
the cruciate ligament. Unfortunately this
was nol diagnosed unul much later, and
she underwent a second cartilage re-
moval operation. Butthe knee kept swell-

Hemji (inzet) Photo: Anthony Grickmay
cnel (below, far right) in a perfor-
mance of the Roval Baller ar Covent
Garden Roval Opera Howse in
London Photo: Rofand Bond
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ing, she could not dance, and eventually
had 1o make that difficult decision she
haed been so hopelully delayving,

But fortunc similed
on heronee again. and
Rashna was imvited 1o
il a vacancy i the
post of ballet admin-
istrator for the Roval
Ballet School. Her as-
sociation with the
Roval Ballet since
childhood,
wealth of experience

runming i theatri-
cal agency. o beauty
therapy course, abusi-
ness and book-keep-
ing course, and teach-
ing (al Arts Educa-
tonal Schools as well

and a

as guest teaching at the Roval Ballet
School) — had made her eminently suil-
able for this position, which she held until
their move 10 Hong
Kong.

As lor their new
challenge in Hong
Kong, it has all the
makings of a great
love affair. Stephen
Jefferics is viewed as
the “man for the job”
as the Hong Kong
Baller is poised o
reach new peaks as
one of the foremost
classical ballet com-
panies in Asia.

(Reprinted with perrmis-
sion from FEZANA Jour-
nal, Fall 1937.)
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children the principles of dailv oral
hvgiene which are the very foundartion of a
lifelong smile,

And roday they reach over 25 million
children a vear. For some of these children
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g teachers as parr of
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even teachers ! o is an instance of one
teacher helping another.
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OBSERVATION

Spruced
for spring

Elaborate preparations are necessary
for celebrating Norooz the traditional way

Fraydon Aryan

In Iran Norooz has been celebrated by
the people nonstop for more than 9,000
years, And in Afghanistan, Iraq, Tur-
key, Syria, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan,
Chechenia, Dagestan, Georgia, Paki-
stan, India, Egypt, Bahrain, Germany,
Uzbekistan and Armenia for more than
2,000 years. Norooz has always been
something very special, because it was
on Norooz that:

«Ahura Mazda created the first man
Kayamars

+Shah Kayamars was crowned

*Shah Jamsheed flew from Azerbaijan
1o Babylon

«Shah Jamsheed ordered us to wash and
purify ourselves before performing
prayers

+Shah Jamsheed wore the kusti

=Shah Jamsheed discovered sugar
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*Shah Jamsheed ordered the rebuilding
of dokhmas ;
=Shah Fraydon was victorious over
Zohak
*Kai Khusrav Shah arose 1o heaven...
This day has been
known throughout time
as the ‘Day of hope’
and people have held
special ceremonies such
as the crowning of the
Shah, weddings, build-
ing of new houses,
bridges, hospitals, li-
braries, schools and uni-
versities on this day.
This celebration is
a reminder of our glo-
rious past achieve-
ments and our future

»

e

mission! It is a tradition that is cel-
ebrated by all Aryan Iranians all over
the world. This includes 99 percent of
the Iranian nation (even though after
the Islamic revolution, the regime tried
to ban Noroogz, loday it is accepted as
the official New Year, with holidays
being declared for 13 days). More than
six million who live in exile since the
Islamic revolution of 1979 also cel-
ebrate this day.

From March 11 two trays of wheat
seeds and one of lentl seeds (sown to
signify growth) are planted in water
and covered with a damp cloth to help
germination. They need to be watched
carefully over the next 11 days as they
sprout green and grow beautifully, in
some sunny spot within the house. They
should be ready for the Haft Sheen
table and may need
trimming lo make
them look of even
height. A word of ad-
vice on growing these
i trays would be 1o tum
8 them in the direction
of the sun now and
then so that the sap-
lings grow straight.

In Sasanian times

Traditional
Norooz fare
Photo: Yasmin Poonegar
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seven or 12 kinds of edible greens were
planted: peas, wheat, lentils, barley,
millet, beans and rice or sesame seeds,
corn, broad beans, green beans and
kidney beans on top of 12 mud columns
that had been built in front of the
Shahanshah's palace. Whichever grew
the best was in urn chosen for nexi
year's harvest.

Before March 21, the entire house
needs to be cleaned thoroughly; all
unwanted items 1o be given away or
thrown out; and new clothes, including
a kusti, should be bought for Norooz, as
also presents!

Panjahe (mokdad ceremony) jashan
is held five days before March 21, when
we are entreated Lo pray to our dead.

On the last Wednesday of the year,
that would be the night of Tuesday, bon-
fires are set (for the returning of the
fravashis). This night is called ‘Chalir-
shambel Suri® meaning ‘Red Wednes-
day’ or, as was known in ancient times, as
*Jashan Suri,” meaning *fire celebration.”

Before the bright, ficry night begins,
the young disguisc themselves and starl
knocking on neighbors’ doors, carrying
with them an empty bowl that they ask
o be filled. Most households prepare
for the banging on their door by buying
walnuts, pistachios, dales, raisins, ha-
zelnuts, dried apricots, fresh and dried
figs, dried nectarines, peanuts and Per-
sian delights which they can offer. Also
offered are chocolates or homemade
pastrics and sweets including coins,
embedded within the mix. This sweet
and nutritious bowl is called ‘ajeel.’

The young make their presence
known by making an announcement in
the form of a song proclaiming that
today is the night of Chahr-shambeh
Suri with the New Year following soon
thereafter. The houschold would offer
their delights to the excited youngsters
in return. Bonfires are lit on roofiops. or
mostly in gardens, streets or in espe-
cially allocated areas in the city where
a large number of people gather 1o
enjoy the celebrations. These sites have
a huge bonfire blazing to a height of
more than 20 feet. Beside the main
bonfire would be set small ones, so that
each person is capable of jumping over
the fire for joy, while singing in praisc
of the fire. (The young and the old must
jump over the fire if they seek to fulfil
their wish. The flames destroy all evil
spirits from the body). The bowl of
‘ajeel’ which has been filled, is now
passed around the fire and the goodies
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eaten. Towards the end of the celebra-
tion each person prays while offering 1o
the fire some ‘cfsand’ (i.c. wild rue
dried seeds) which have been held in
one’s right hand, while praying for evil
to be destroyed and separated from you
by the fire and all good to be given o
you from the fire (which must not be
breathed upon). Likewise. burning em-
bers are brought into the house and

! -
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Carpet depiciing Persian court scene

circulated to bring health, warmth, bless-
ings and to remove evil from the house.

The fire which is lit from all rooflops
in Iran was meant 1o guide the fravashis
home. The dancing and singing is to
show our happiness to our ancestors,
that we have nol forgotien the teachings
of our past. They oo join in our happi-
ness and achievements of the past year
before returning to Ahura Mazda in a
blaze of glory. The ashes must be later
scattered away from the house.

On New Year's eve a light must burn
in every room in the house, while the
Haft Sheen table is laid. To start with
one should have a circular table, prefer-
ably wooden (circle represents the sun
and the never ending cycle of life.) This
table needs o be placed in a prime
position within the house, so that when
visitors come Lo visit during the Norooz
period, they have the chance 1o see the
beauty of your table. Also it needs to be
ina place that can be kept untouched for
six days (minimum), or 13 days (maxi-
mum).

The cloth that is to adorn your table
and would be the foundation of the Haft
Sheen table, needs 1o be white, because
it is the sign of purity in the Mazdayasni

religion. The white additionally serves
as a good contrast for the Mlowers and
motifs decorations that will be placed
on the table,

On the table should be placed: the
holy Avesta (for prayers and reminder
of the greatest gift from Ahura Mazda);
Shah Namah of the immortal Firdaosi
Toosi (reminder of the greatness of our
ancestors); picture of our holy prophet,
Zarathushtra (signifying our honor and
respect for our greatest teacher in life);
photo of Mount Damavand, because for
us Aryans it is a sacred mountain and
the place where Shah Fraydon sought
victory over Zohak and brought free-
dom and happiness to Iran, also where
the holy Avesta and the great works of
the Aryans is kept forever; three candles
(representing the holy light and advo-
cating good thoughts, good words, good
deeds); flag of Iran (Darafsh-e-
Kavayanee or Shah's flag, green, white
and red with the lion and sun in the
center. This has been the national fag
of Iran for 1,000 years); mirror (reflee-
tion of happiness and one’s beauty, and
the never ending world) to reflect the
light from the burning candles; home-
made bread (sign of plenty); clear water
{symbol of Anahita) with a leaf placed
in it, such as a pomegranate leaf (fruit of
paradise). Also water in a clear sce-
through vase with three goldfish placed
in it (representation of life and fresh-
ness); coin, preferably golden and Sasa-
nian that would have a holy fire altar on
one side and the image of Shahanshah
Yazdegird Shahriar, light of lights, on
the other. Today some also use the
Pahlavi coin, which has the Shahanshah
Aryamehr’s head on one side and the
lion and sun on the other (representa-
tion of wealth and king's order).

Only seven items are necessary 1o
represent the seven Ameshaspands. The
seven sheenfseen recommended are:
sheer/milk=life; sharab/wine=pros-
perity; shakarfsugar=happiness; shaam/
candle=light; somagh/sumac=birth;
seeblapple=health;  sonbollhya-
cinth=beauty. If some of the above can-
not be found you can also use: serkeh/
vinegar, samanouw/a sweet porridge
made from germinated wheat, seer/gar-
lic, sabzi(shesha)/(edible) vegetables,
senjedidried lotus fruit, sekeh/coin,
sheriny/pastries, shabboolwall flower,
shelolaljujube, sheshalglass. The amount
of each item depends on the size of your
table. (Today a mixture of the sheens and
seens is used. It is important that the
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beginning of the items relate 10 the word *Shady” in Iranian,
which means happiness.)

Three types of flowers stand on the table: daffodils,
hiyacinths, wall Mowers.

The table should contain: seven fruits, seven vegetables,
seven sweels, which add up 1o 21, signifying the 21 volumes
ol the holy Avesta,

Boiled cggs, (sign of birth) decorated usually by the
children, alse adorn the table. The designs include three
colors of the Iranian flag, floral designs, painted scenes of
Iran such as Damavand, Cyrus the Great's tomb, Takht-e-
Famsheed. Some make the egg into an image of a king by
placing a cardboard cut crown on it with a small base to hold
i in place. It is customary for each family member to
decorate an cge. A form of competition is set in the family to
sce who comes up with the best design. A Nask of rosewater
on the table invariably greets the guests.

Some may not be financially capable of laying a Haft
Sheen table. Others may not do so for personal reasons such
as the passing away of a loved one. They should sull share
this occasion and event by visiting friends or relatives.

The national anthem should be played o herald Norooz
(somg about the glory of Iran). The exact time of the vernal
cyuinox would be known by the sounding of cannons, TV/
radio broadeasts or from calendars and newspapers. All the
Family is seated around the beautiful table. On the precise
moment that Norooz arrives the young especially keep an eye
on the bowl of water as it is said that at this time the leafl or
the goldfish will start moving when the sacred bull who has
zol tired alier a long year supporting the carth on his horn,
uses his other horn o support the world.

W Sal Mubarak
L ]

1923-1998
Seventy-five years of
clean service!

DIANA-ECLIPSE

For all your carpet and upholstery cleaning
“Parag” 27, Peddar Road, Bombay
Tel: 4941987, 4945302




The house of Navroji Patel
Caterers of repute wishes all
[ranis and the Parsi community
a very happy Navroze Mubarak

For all your catering requirements

Contact

Mr Bomi Navroji Patel/Mr Kaizad Patel
139-A, Nazir House
Cumballa Hill, Bombay 400036
Tel: 3649319, 3640393




Mrs Jeroo &
Jehangir N. Medhora
“Wish a Happy Navroz to
the Parsi community”
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* ELECTROTHERM Portable 250 Watts
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* SONOMIST Ultrasound Nebulizer
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widely used all over this vast country.
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Lane, S. N. Path, Lower Parel, Bombay 400013

The older members of the family greet the kids and cach
other with kisses and the offering of sugar, sweets and new
bank notes and coins and presents to the youngsters.

Reading from the holy Avesra, tying a new kusti, burning
the old in a silver bow! and burying its remains in the garden
are the religious ritwals observed.

According 1o mythology, the two important characters of
Noroox, who bring joy and laughter to the young and old are:
Hajj Firua/Phiroz, welcomer of the New Year, who entertains
the masses. He's voung, joyiul and vibrant, wears all red with
ared cap and a black painted face and carries a tambourine,
singing and dancing, telling jokes. Amou Norooz is the bringer
ol gilts and Norooz messages. He's old, wise and father-like,
wears a4 white hat, Moral patterned clothes, long white beard,
and carries a sack or bag full of presents for the kids,

In the Pablavi period (1925-1979), special troupes of
singers carrying torchlights would move throughout the
provinees of Tran, singing special songs a month before the
coming of Morooz 1o inform the people of the approach of
Norooz. (Under the Pahlavi regime a revival of all
Zarathushtrian customs took place.)

A traditional Norooz meal constitutes: sabzi polow mal,
serbrzi pedeny which is rice and vegetables eaten with white fish,
This meal is symbolic of bounty (rice), growth (vegetables),
and freshness (lish). Of course many other dishes are prepared,
but what is essential for the table and must be caten is sabzi
pedonw, Fresh herbs, such as coriander, dil weed, parsley and
chives in equal amount are chopped [inely and then cooked
with the rice. The fish should be white (mahi-e-safid), grey
mullet being (irst choice, or herring, haddock or cod.

Morooz lasts Tor 12 days, and on the 13th day (April 2)
which is known as Seezdalt Badar, everyone must leave the

N. DAVAR
& Company

Painting Contractors
Interior Decorators

2, Commerce Centre
Tardeo, Bombay 400034
Tel: 4944856, 4943210
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house and throw the trays of green which they had grown into
running water (river, stream or in a lake). To stay indoors is
considered bad luck.

Visits to parks and countryside are made with friends and
relatives and a picnic basket that should last for the whole day
is packed. lranian dishes that each family has made with
fruits, cakes and drinks are shared and there 15 singing and
dancing and playing of games.

Young girls sing: “The 13th day oulside for good cheer/
Before another year/It will bring a husband dear/And a child
inmy arms.” The girls tie blades of grass into knots and make
a wish they would like fulfilled in the coming vear. This
symbolizes unity and joining of the male and female in life,

Edited excerpis from a passage readied by the author for fis Dook
Aryana

Takht-e-Jamsheed
Takht-c-Jamsheed was no ordinary capital. It was the heart of
the Achaemenian cmpire and its main use was for the celebra-
tions of Norooz, when not only Iranians but people from other
provinces of the empire joined in the celebrations and brougin
2ifts 1o the King of Iran. In the past Takht-e-Jamsheed plaved
a role as a symbal of unity and was, as is Norooz, a culwral
bonding of the Achacmenians o their past hentage.
Takht-e-Jamsheed, when translated into English lerally
means the “Seat of Jamsheed.” while ‘Perseptolis,” a Greek
word which the West has adopted when referring to the site,
means in English ‘destroyer of cities,” a deliberate mistrans-
lation from the poet Aeschylus. (From that name has come
Persepolis. a corruption of the Greek by which the Palace has

[

t
Compliments
O

wina Hisle sl Gaars & Gaaned Molers  * Aglomats Control Vanable Speed Pulieys & Deves

CPEC LIMITED

1, ety Eatate.
Latausg, Bombay - 400 012
Tl 413 TISY, 7430, 0349, 412 BMAT, 1850
Fan 0081234130907

Pazestot o e 1o OF rurulachrs of lhoch et o) Eecrendd EAASTaRia Ty EEMa
* bipkcal and Darvidiohcal Goar Boses " Wi Rieducion Sears

* - Standand & Cussom Budt Gear Boaed * Flenible Couphngs eic

154 Havsana Februany-March 1998




With Best Compliments

-~ Cashew Macroons ‘Chocolate Cakes
- Khari Puff Biscut , Decorated Cakes
. Eggless Cakes

‘Surli Batasa Methi Biscuit

 Pizza Bread Fig-8 Biscuit
& Breads Sweet Biscuifs

BAKERS & CONFECTIONERS

M/S.Dotivala Enterprise. M/S. C.S.M.Enterprise.
Ardeshar Kotwal Rd,Makkai Bridge, H-19, Parle point Place,

Nanpura, Surat. T (0) 475027 (R) 222705, 222942.y Ghoddod Road ,Surat. T 227404.




"The Gourmet'
Restaurant

Buffet Buffet Buffet

Breakfast j§ Lunch from Dinner
from8am. § 12.30p.m. § ., request
to10a.m. to 3 p.m.

Continental IELCENE
Food Tandoori &

TeaTime

including Food
Sizzlers Snacks

West End Hotel

Open From 8 AM to 11.30 PM
45,New Marine Lines, Bombay -20
Tel: 2039121,2057484 Fax 91-22-2057506

commoenly, though incorrectly. been known ever singe.)
Therelfore it 1s not only & wrong name for the palaces of
Darius, Xerxes and other kings of Iran but an insult to the
history of Iran and the site.

[t was Alexander who set out 1o destroy Takhi-e-Jamsheed
and its splendor and greatness. By its destruction the people
o Iran did not lose faith or hope and most certainly did not
lose their identity. Even in its ruined state it holds ns
greatness. I wok 164 years for its construction, yet no slaves
were used in building it. No other empire in the world can lay
claim 1o this very important fact.

[t was Shahanshah Aryamehr who after 1,320 years
reminded the people of Iran and the world of the greatness ol
its culure, civilization and contribution. The 1971 celebra-
tiom of the Tranian empire on the ruins of Takht-c-Jamsheed
could be considered one of the greatest historical events of
the 20th century. From the ashes that Alexander had left
behind once again the immortal armies of Iran arose in their
lull splendor and glory for the world 1o see.

Alexander set out to destroy it, but in his very actions he
preserved i, as its ashes kepl the stone intact from natural
erosion. Today we see that even though no one attacked
Alexander’s palace, vet nothing remains of it. This is a lesson
in history, those who set out to destroy will in time destroy
themselves,

Foday in Tran and abroad Takh-c-Jamsheed has become
wsvmbol of freedom and the revival of Iran. Its very stones
sive pride to us Iranians and put fear in the hearts of our
enemies. Yetitshould not be forgotien that Takht-e-Jamsheed
i= 0 ruins and needs to be reconstructed. Only then can
Justice be given 1os true glory. E.A

With Best Compliments From

THE SWADESHI GRAIN
CRUSHING MILL

Established 1935 .
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masalas and Indian herbs on a large scale
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BOOKS

Beauty and the Book

After a rewarding career as a model and actress,
Persis Khambatta chronicles the success of former Miss Indias

“Money is not everything, Success is
also not everything.” Persis Khambatta
who has “gone round the circle of suc-
cess in life.” shares the lessons she has
learnt in the course of her progress from
being a Miss India winner 1o an interng-
tional model 1o a star in over a dozen
films o authoring Prid.
of India, her latest ven-
tre. “When you are suc-
cesslul, everyone is with
you. When you are at a
low period. they are too
busy. | think life is much
more than that,” she adds.

This impressive glossy
book she views as “an
achievement, more than
any film career.” It
chronicles almaost four de-
cades of Indian beauties
highlighting “the achiewve-
ments and struggles of
Miss Indias and will be an
inspiration for the women ol tomor-
row,” reads the blurb on the back cover,
The nine months of sweat and commil-
ment that went into the research and
compiling of this 228-page opus pub-
lished by Parijat Media Limited may be
regarded as her “gift to India” Priced
Rs 1.495, Khambatta insists, T didn’t
do this book to make money. Nothing
from this book will go into my pocket;
no royalties.”

The proceeds of this book are 1o be
dirceted to the Missionaries of Charity
and in fact this work is dedicated o
Mother Teresa whom Khambata con-
siders “the most beautiful woman, There
is not one Indian who has given love the
way she as a foreigner did. Who's
touched a child with leprosy?” wonders
Khambata, impressed that Mother was
carrying on cxlensive social work with-
outl new communication tools like a fax
machine. And considering that the win-
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in her book Fride of India

Parinaz M. Gandhi

ners at national and imternational beauty
pageants invariably refer to Mother
Teresa's dedication, Khambatta feels
she is giving them a chance to support
the missionary work by increasing the
sales of the book,

Al the launch of this coffec-table

Khambatra (holding the book) flainked
by former Miss Indias

book on October 8, 1997 at the Taj, all
the 60 advance copies were sold for Rs
5,000 each. The former Miss Indias in
attendance at the function were made 1o
sign the copies wearing gloves spe-
cially provided for the occasion, she
recalls, Thereafter Khambatta says she
has kept no tabs on the sales Nigures, “
am not a marketing person. [ only
wanted 100 percent creative rights.”
From the designing of the cover (o
selection of photos to the layoul of
every page, she wanted the last word. 1
didn’t want any gaudiness but a book
which people would be proud to have,
Quality 15 imporiant,” she mamtans
and is happy that the designing of the
book won a CAG (Communication Arts
Guild) award in February 1998,

1t must be arecord of sorts that three

people from the same community
bagged the Miss India title for three
consecutive years in the "60s. Mcher
Mistry (Castelino) won the crown in
1964, Khambatta in 1965 and Yasmin
Daji (Nanavati) in 1966, also qualify-
pe s Aliss Universe, third runner-up. It
wis two decades later that
Mehr Jesia{Rampal) won
the Miss India title in
1986, In 1972, Pheroza
Cooper (Modi} was the
runner-up for the Bharai
Sundari title, a pageant
initiated by Femina whose
winners represented India
at the Miss World con-
lest.

By carmarking the pro-
ceeds for the Missionar-
ies of Charity, il is nol
that she intended o de-
prive the Parsi commu-
nity of any gencrosity,
clarifics Khambatta who is very proud
of the fact that she is a Parsi. It was her
great grandfather Ratanji Faramji
Sethna who instilled in her as a child the
necessity to reserve 10 percent of one’s
earnings for charity. After all you give
10 percent as agency commission, (o
business managers, to lawyers, why not
then to charity, she reasons. Material
things never mattered 1o her, she states,
citing that if someone needed her fur
coat, she would unhesitatingly part with
it. Raising $50,000 for the victims of
the Latur earthquake, and serving as
chairperson of The Community of Liv-
ing Foundation, lowa were some of the
other social causes with which she was
associated.

She is perturbed therefore that the
new generation in the community is
only yearning for “money-monex...
Where are the likes of the older genera-
tion, what they did, what they stood for?
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Phere used W be so much goodness.
kindness, honesty, Now we scem Lo be
maore into car shows and horse shows,
Maybe 1 am wrong.”

As akid, Khambatta wanted 1o be an
arrhostess so that she could travel around
the world, In a picturesque style she
writes in the book, 1 was hlessed 1w
blossom in India’s garden of beauty and
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venture through the paradise of this
world.” She had studied al Bombay's
Villa Theresa and Walsingham Schools
before modelling became an all-time
consuming allair. Among the signili-
cant landmarks in Khambaua's carly
life have been her crowning as Film
Princess in 1963 by Raj Kapoor, as Miss
Angel Face (equivalent of Miss Bom-

Fap (from
left) Cooper
{ Meefi ),
Mistry
{Casteling)
Photo: Jeelendra
Arya el
Khambatia
Below (from
left) Daji
{Naravar)
Photo: Famina
cnel Sesia

{ Rampatl)
Phato: Homyar
Mistry, Homz
Prints

bay) in 1963 before she won the Miss
India title; receiving the Press Award
for the Best Newcomer of the Year for
her role in K. A. Abbas’ film Bombay
Rear ki Bahonmein. She also had an
opportunity to model for one of Pierre
Cardin's shows in Bombay in the late
"Gs,

When in London, among the first
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two assignments to come her way were
fashion shows for Forinum and Mason,
and Simpsons. Her international acting
career started with the English movie,
The Wilby Conspiracy opposite Sidney
Poitier and Michael Caine. Then fol-
lowed others like Conducr Unbecom-
mg with Sir Richard Attenborough
and Michael York, Star Trek — “The
Maorion Picture”, Night Hawks, Mega
Farce. She was also invited as guest lor
the TV shows hosted by Johnny Carson,
Phil Donahue. Merv Griffin, Mike Dou-
glas. She enjoys the distinction ol be-
ing the first Indian 1o present an Acad-
emy Award in 1982 and feauring in
Blackwell’s Best Dressed hst for the
same year, her achievemenis have been
enumerated in the book.

In the course of her rise 1o success.
there have been times when she has
had 1o live on a bag of potatoes for a
week, “If today [ can cat at the best
places in the world iU's because 've
waorked hard for i1, mentions Kham-
batta.

Not surprisingly, some ol her asso-
ciates like to label her as “Persis-tent.”
Yet another take off on her name was
“Purrsis™ that she adopted during the
Star Trek days. When [riends siroked
her bald head, she would weasingly purr
like a pussycat.

“Persis is like a legend.” she re-
members being hailed. *And when you
put on a little weight, nobody recog-
nizes you,” she regrels. "1 haven't
changed. I am the same kind, humble
person. Among the known Parsis
abroad, no one mentions me. Shouldn’t
my communily respect me?” she asks
rhetorically.

When she was abroad, she had read
the seriptures of different religions and
several books on philosophy and sell-
improvement. That is when she real-
ized that she did not need 1o be ™a
martyr and a victim. I'm fine the way
[ am. I don't have o carry others’
burden on my shoulders. God has made
me what [ am and He's made us all
perfect.”

Her relationship with God has been
a4 one-lo-one interaction since child-
hood, she recalls, Her parents being
divorced when she was but two years
old, God has played the role of a lather-
figure in her life with whom she shares
her innermost thoughts and fears.
Endeavoring to give up her cigarette
smoking she says she playfully chides
God for not giving her sullicient help,
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lirmly believing that “everything hap-
pens as per His will.] used o believe in
my will. 1 have mellowed since.” she
confesses.,

As achild, she was brought up by her
mother Jeroo to respect all religions. On
dilferent days of the week she and her
older brother Dinshi would be taken to
different shrines. This influence re-
mained with her even when she had
seitled abroad and invariably on her
trips 10 Bombay she would reserve one
day to visit all these shrines wearing
trinkets round her neck depicting the
emblems of various aiths. In Tact, her

Khambatte: “live by my valiwes™

mother was at a lemple on the day of the
Miss Indiacontest in 1965 when a llower
fell on her. instinctively convincing her
than 1t would bring glad tidings for her
16-year-old daughter. Over the years,
Khambatta has enjoyed the experiences
of Muktananda’s meditation and pres-
ently frequents the Christian Science
church where 90 percent of the congre-
cation must be Parsis, she discloses.
Having ceased 1o wear the sudreh and
kusti since her modelling days, Kham-
batta is shocked to see the self-pro-
claimed religious type having no qualms
aboutl using abusive language even on
their way to the temple. “I'd rather do
good deeds,” she says believing that
Zarathushira’s message of good thoughts,
good words and good deeds is “the only
truth.”

Content with her single status,
Khambatta is convinced, “Only God's
love is unconditional. Human love be-
ing conditional, [ don’t think it would let
me grow as 2 Mower. [t would sulfocate,

crush...” Having witnessed the lies and
dual standards in relationships she main-
tains, 1 like 10 live by my values,
principles which I think are right.” She
is particularly wary of people with litlle
integrity and ethics, of those who de-
mean their inferiors, stripping them of
their dignity.

A community that is known 1o he
“educated, gencrous and sophisticated,
*arsis do have “class,” she has observed.
Maybe it is because “of assimilation
during the British raj; money cannol
buy class,” she points out, Another strik-
ing feature she has noticed is “Parsis
getling stubborn with age (in contrast
to) others vou see mellowing with age.”
Just because a Parsi woman marrics a
non-Parsi how can she cease 10 be con-
sidered 2 member of the community,
wonders Khambatta who finds this man-
made law on religion “ridiculous.”

Mepean Sea Road, where she re-
sides, used 1o once belong to Parsis and
was considered one of the most elite
localitics, she relates. In contrast, in
close proximity to her now are the
nouveau riche whose lifestyle she finds
appalling. Having returned to India af-
ter 30 years abroad Khambatta is hitle
able 1o empathize with their indisci-
pline, their noisiness, their litter, giving
animated accounts of how these same
citizens who show little consideration
for their neighbors can be so well be-
haved when they are touring overseas.
“If just once a year each one of us could
come oul of the house and clean the
street where we live, the world would
be a cleaner place,” she is convinced.

“Only when there is quiciness can
your mind create,” she emphasizes and
refers to the disorientation she has ex-
perienced when walking out of a disco-
thegue blaring jarring music. “Life is a
school. The hardest lesson o learn was
forgiving — to forgive yourself and 10
forgive others...”

‘1 am proud of being an Indian, how
cani make India proud of me?" has been
the goading factor for Khambatta.
“People like me should get into poli-
tics,” she laughs. Would she have liked
to contest for a seat? “Nobody is back-
ing me, yaar," she states before con-
linuing on a more serious note, “Every
Indian should vote. When they don’t,
they arc responsible for what they get.”
There isnosolution since “nobody wants
to change.” The remedy she prescribes
is, “Each one should change one’s self
and there’ll be improvement.”



BOOKS

A family ritual

Khusro F.

Religion and History of the FParsees by
Maherbanoo Kekobad Marker. Published in
1997 by the author. The book is available
from Toxy Cowasjee, 2 A, Mary Road, Bath
Island, Karachi 75530. Pp: 170. Price: US §
20 or Canadian $ 25

I was first auracted to this book by the
cover and the print, and was glad to see
that it has been printed in
Pakistan, Sccondly, 1 liked
the idea of the grandma
teaching religion to her fam-
ily: and what a learned fam-
ily it turned out to be. Itisa
ritual in every family of the
inother talking to her chil-
dren about the elements of
the faith and laying stress on
truth, Those tender teachings
seem 1o last the longest, and
those angry eyes “juthu
Bedéch ké (are you telling
liesy" appear again and again whenever
we try 1o stray from the truth,

Meherbanoo Kekobad Marker, a
noted social workerol Karachi, hasenun-
ciated the elements of our Fnth in a
simple and direct form.

The chapters on the life of the Prophet
give information in a simple way on his
birth and teachings. Those who criticize
rituals will find it interesting 1o learn
their origin, and the reason for [ollow-
ing them in our life.

The author gives a summary of Zoro-
astrian history and tells us about the time
when Zarathushtra appeared and began
1o emphasize the Faith in one God. Vari-
ous Persian dynasties appeared and
passed intohistory. Names like Hoshang,
Cyrus. Darius and Xerxes and their deeds
show why the Persian Empire was able
1o last for thousands of years. We learn
from the book that there are several
colonies of Zoroastrians in Yeud,
Kerman, Tehran, Istahan and Shiraz.

The chapter on the Parsees in India
gives some idea of the courage behind
that great adventure of leaving Persia to
escape from persecution. [t shows the
diplomacy with which our ancestors
settled down and were accepied by the
people of India,

the veung
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Mearker: inspiring

Rustamji

There are various other items of in-
formation such as the composition of
the fire in atash behrams. the trining of
priests and the glorious contribution of
the poet Firdausi o our aith.

In this day and age when every per-
son is keen o understand the laws of
nature, we must lay more stress on the
pristing teachings of Zarathushtra which
have remained unchanged
in the Gertlrers Tor 4 00 years,
and have protecied us in per-
secution. and refreshed usin
migrations wherever we
have gone.

1 wish Marker had tried
1o encourage modern think-
ing on the origin of the earth
and the development ofman.
Today's young are not as
uncducated ax we were.
They are on the Internet,
walch the Discovery chan-
nel, have bolted down in their minds
features of biology, and protection of
the environment on which there is em-
phasis in the Zoreastrian religion. Any
conllict between religion and science
today arises from the fact that there have
been aceretions w the pristine words of
the Prophet. What Zarathushira has said
in the Gearhasy is inseribed on the ablets
of eternity. What has crept into the faith
are numy interpretations which were
suitable lor the times but are not in siep
with today™s reality, and are now out of
date. Many have turned away lrom rehi-
ion because ol that. The true faithis the
path of asha in conformity with the
injunction to think right and act nobly.
In fact, asha also requires a spirit of
scientific inguiry. Perhaps the most im-
portant clement of our faith is the insis-
tence of Zarathushtra on all matters be-
ing judged individually by cach person,
which emphasizes responsibility, and
brings out why it is the religion of con-
SC(Uenees.

John R. Hinnells says, “A religion
which has lasted twice as long as Chris-
tianity will obviously have changed m the
course of history. If a religion is 10 be
meaninglul 1o its followers then it must
change o some extent. In order to meet

the different needs of Farmers on the Asian
steppes in ancient times; of educated,
cultured Sasanians, of oppressed Iranian
villagers and of city-dwelling Parsis, Zo-
roastrianism has had woadaptand change.”

I hope this book will inspire us 10
know more about the Zoroastrian fath,
They say alittle knowledge of God takes
you away from Him; a deeper knowl-
edge brings you closer to Him.

Be brave and pray
Hutokhshi P. Cooper

Faridoon Conquers Zohak from the Shah
Mameh of Firdausi with Spiritual Interpreta-
tions compiled by Silloo Mehta. Published in
1987 by The Mazdayasnie Connection, 9528
Walker Streat 45, Cypress, California 90630,
USA. Pp: 48, Price: not mentioned.

That the Mazdayasni religion originated
in antiquity and preceded Zoroaster is
the first lesson that was brought home 1o
my seven-year-old son Malcolm when
he started reading Faridoon Conguers
Lorhak.

The book narrates one of the tales of
the Shah Nameh of Firdausi and is based
on Ervad Kaikhushroo N. Dastur’s sto-
rics in Parsi Prkar. IUis illustrated with
imaginative sketches of life in the yon-
der world of ancient Persiaby Dr Homai
Kasad. The graphic arts and cover de-
sign by Firoze (Phil) Dinsha Avari are
reminiscent of the designs and ar-
chetypical images that adorn our books,
agiaries, homes and séses.

The story of Zohak is not for the
fainmi-hearted. Reading it, one realizes
that greed, gore and conflict were potent
story ingredients even thousands of years
ago. So were heroes with supernatural
powers. This story has Zohak murder-
ing his father to ascend his throne. The
son’s corruption then grows, epitomized
by the growing snakes on his shoulders.
These snakes have to be daily fed on
human brains.

Then comes the spiriually mighty
Kaveh who has lost his sons’ lives o
Zohak and his snakes. The fight be-
tween good and evil begins, promising
to keep children rooting for the simple,
materially poor but spiritually rich, good
guys. The blacksmith Kaveh Ahangar,
Faridoon and his mother Faranak, and
the holy men and sages in the country
lead the good citizens in a mighty battle
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and snatch power from the evil, cruel
and corrupt King Zohak and crown
Fardoon as the nighttul King.

The anxiety that may be feltinitially
by some children is calmed and gradu.
ally surpassed by the reverential awe
mspired by the simple but powerlul
Kaveh as well as Faridoon, Faridoon
carries the mighty cow mace, & weapon
made celestial by his offering of prayers
1o Ahura Mazda. The prayers strike ter-
rorand destruction inthe evil camp. The
image of Kaveh carrying his rustic b

CONQIIERS 70

glowing leathe
Mag is apt o stay
with o child for a
long time. The
sweel-tongued,
evil Iblis (the very
devil himsell), is a
WRLTTHI Lo Tnamn ol
te all Tor Tattery
andhanker alterse-
ductive worldly
power and some-
one else’s wealth.
Yet even the evil
Zohak gets an ill-
deserved warning,
first fromm God in
the fmmoladream,
then Tromm God-Teanng astrologers who
interpret the dream for him.,

Faridoon, Faranak, the holy cow
Poormaye and the wise old men aiding
the cause of good epitomize spiritual
power as pereeived in ancient times.
The hand of Ahura Mazda moves
smoothly through icall, promoting good
in society, rewarding the just and pun-
ishing the corrupt,

It moves palpably and powerfully
when it stops astone [rom rolling down
the mountain and striking Faridoon. Tt

reduces the depth of a mighty river so
that good men can cross it by foot, and i
destroys an evil ring of magic spells
around Zohak’s palace. Ahura Maeda’s
power, it is suggested, can be harnessed
for the greater good if rightcousness is
combined with prayer, meditation and
beliel in one’s convictions,

The process of conquering Zohak is
important in demonstrating the elficacy
of the vazads (especially Sarosh Ya-
zad), the nirangs of the Mazdayasni re-
higion and the importance of living a
righteous life. Patience as a virtue also
emerges. as it ok what seemed like a
lifetime of struggle and sacrifice for the
holy Faranak to see her son Faridoon
crowned King.

As compiler Silloo Mehta says in one
of the interpretations that intersperse the
tale, “The story of Zohak is more than
10,000 years old. Therefore, we do not
have to think of it in terms of our times...
Zohak was the king who was nourished
by... evil beings. To fight him, special
weapons were required. They were not
like atomic bombs or hydrogen bombs.
They had in them special kinds of en-
ergy — spiritual energy. These weapons
inturn released encrgies and forces which
could combat the forces and energies
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PARSIANA
BOOK OF
IRANIAN

NAMES @ﬁ’?

L

The Iranian names of boys and girls
along with their meanings which
originally appeared in Parsiana have

A now been reprinted in an attractive
4 24-page booklet. The book, which is
3 K priced at Rs 40, is available

ﬁ ) on sale at:
Py A3

Kaiser-E-Hind, 300 Perin Nariman
Faredoon and
Burjor Sandalwood Shop,

Street, Behind Reserve Bank of
Princess Street, Bombay 400002,

India, Fort, Bombay 400001,

i
Union Press, 13, Homji Street,
¥ Bombay 400001,

made by Satan and his evil beings.”

Pruned Irom the tale, prudently, are some parts concerning
the complicated relationship of old King Jamshid's sisters
Arnavaz and Shehr-i-naz with Zohak, as told in the original
Shah Nameh. These would have been difficult for young
readers to grasp.

The poetic beauty of the Shal Nameh is exchanged for
prose in this version for children. Yet, Mehta ably captures the
dramatic content and religious fervor of the day with its strong
supernatural and esoteric beliefs in good and bad magic, the
elficacy of prayer and meditation and the prophetic potency
of dreams.

The struggle 1o live righteously is given epic proportions,
for the evil within and without man is hard to overcome
completely. “Even today Zohak exists underground (in our
unconscious psychel... licking thin, every night, the chains
that bind him... only to have the daylight (reason) thicken
them again at the crack of dawn.”

Throughout the story, Mchta advances her position on the
importance of praying in the original language (which may be
questioned by some of the younger generation), as well as the
concepts of the power of nirangs and of developing a 1cle-
pathic relationship. as Faridoon did, with a spiritual master,

Mehta's convictions about the above as well as about the
Mazdayasni [aith are evident throughout in her treatment of the
Shah Nenreh story. 1t is a book that can be digested by children
about seven years and above. The graphic nature of the evil
depicted here makes me hesitate to recommend it for younger
readers, Itcan definitely be used for older age groups 1o promote
discussion on the esoteric parts of the Mazdayasni faith,

With Best Wishes

Nandiroyce International
Limited
Suite 1000, 1235 Bay Street, Toronto MS-R 3K4, Canada

and

Boyce Associates

Suite 1000, 1235 Bay Street, Toronto M5SR 3K4, Canada
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Backing yoga

Dina Mehta

Yoga For Back and Joint Disorders by Hansa Jayadeva Yogendra
and Armaiti Meriosang Desai. Published in 1997 by Dr Jayadeva
Yogendra for The Yoga Institute, Prabhat Colony, Santacruz (East),
Bombay 400055. Pp: 187, Price: Rs 300.

Do you slump in your chair when you work at the computer?
Slouch over the files and ledgers on your desk? When you
stand do you look like an ungainly question mark with
rounded shoulders (the Dowager's hump it's called when
acquired by the female of the species) and protruding stom-
ach?

Such undesirable postures over aperiod of time tell on our
museles and bones and are often the cause of  degeneration
of the spine. stiffness of the joints and other arthopedic
problems.

But il we have caused the problem, the solution — round-
the-clock posture awareness and simple stretching move-
ments — is also within our reach. So we have achoice, is what
this book tells us, Co-authored by Hansa Jayadeva Yogendra
and Armaiti Neriosang  Desai, who teach at the prestigious
Youeu Institute in Bombay (the oldest of its kind in the world,
established in 1918), the introductory chapters of Yaga For
Beack and Joint Disorders make it plain that we invite a host
of physical ailments on ourselves, But if we create our own
disorders. by lack of excrcise, wrong diet, stressful living and
unlimited desires, we also have the choice of living simply,
relaxedly. with awareness of our inner resources and innate
healing powers. Indeed, awareness 15 the key.

With Best Wishes

J.M. SHROFF TRANSPORT

Private Limited
TRANSPORT CONTRACTORS

For

Bulk Liquids, Petrochemicals, Petroleum Products,
Acetic Acid and other Chemicals all over India.

Special Fleet of Stainless Steel “MINI-TANKERS” for loads upto 6.5 KL or 4.5 KL

Sita Estate, “A” Wing, 1st Floor, Unit No 1, R. C. Marg, Chembur, Bombay 400074
Tel: 5555425, 5519359, 5567175 Fax: 5566307

Branch: BARODA: Tel Mo 752924, 791818
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Be aware of what you are doing;
more importantly, be aware of what you
are thinking, for what happens 1o your
body first happens in your mind, Fears,
tensions, impossible job deadlines, in-
terpersonal conflicts, anxiely over
money, ete subject the muscles 1o un-
NECEsSAry Con-
tractions and
spasms as much
a5 wWrong pos-
ture over the
vears. What is
recommended
in these pages is
a holistic ap- % :
proachiohealth. 5= ,,..-?'-_ 5 $1
Simple lifestyle E Pl !1
changes, like ng*ﬂ":h'fg
eating selee-
lively, exercis-
ing more, subsli-
tting negative thought patterns with
positive ones, have made a difference 1o
patients sulfering from such serious com-
plaints as cervical spondylosis and rheu-
matoid arthritis. But it is not suggested
anywhere in the book that sell-diagno-
sis or self-medication 15 good enough
for orthopedic complaints. Again and
again it is stated that your problem re-

PHASTIHEE (Wareness

Desai (left) ene Yogendva: stress on

quires medical atention and may worsen
without it Also, that unindicated medi-
cine can be harmiul.

For this reason acomprehensive chap-
ter on medical specifics has been in-
cluded in the book {(chapter three) with
guidelines for treatment suggested by a
qualificd ortho-
pedic surgeon,
Dr P 5.
Mantora. who
assists at The
Yoga Institule.
In simple terms,
but without sac-
rificing scicn-
tific facts, Man-
i loraacguaintsus
l wilh the

amaomy of the

spine and mus-

cles of the entire
back, and the holistic strategies evolved
1o deal with pain: pain in the cervical
spine or the neck (of the literal as well as
the metaphoric kind!), the lumbar spine
or lower hack, the shoulder, the knec,
the heel...

Along with medical attention and
rest during the acute phase. treatment
suggeested for cach complaint includes a

list of asanas (yogic postures) that help,
and a list of those that should be stricily
avoided in that particular disorder,

This is invaluable knowledge. fur-
ther amplified in chapter four, which is
all about asanas. Given in alphabetical
order, they arc to be performed smoothly
and mindfully, by coordinating breath-
ing and body movements. Each asana is
taught step by step. Copious color plates
and skeiches demonsirate the correct
postures. Indications and counter indi-
cations are listed in at-a-glance charts,
as well as physiotherapy exercises and
their equivalent asanas. The experien-
tial benefit of a particular asanea and the
philosophy underlying it are stated in a
few words. For example, the meakrasana
{erocodile pose), when perfectly held,
induces the attitude of letting go. The
philosophy behind padmasana (lotus
posc) is that one can live in the world yet
not be affected by it — like the lotus.

Care and love have gone into the com-
pilation of this glossy, handsome volume
printed on art paper. One of Bombay's
well-known orthopedic surgeons, Dr K.
V. Chaubal, makes this observation in his
foreword to the book: “Doctors usually
prescribe drugs, | would prescribe abook.™
One can see why.

Weth Gest Compliments From

Z0ORO GARMENTS
PRIVATE LIMITED

(An Eligible Export House Recognised by the Govt. of India)

Manufacturers and Exporters of
Readymade Garments, Made-Ups & Fabrics

Address: C-3, Industrial Estate, Ambattur, Chennai 600058
Phone: 652416/652497/656215 E-Mail: zoro.gmts@axeess.net.in Fax: (91) 44-6257789
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EVENTS & PERSONALITIES
continted from page 360

morial Column Local Commitiee which
organizes these celebrations every year, It
should also be marked asaRed Leter Day
on Parsi calendars, he urged.

The occasion serves o remember with
gratitude Dastur Naryosang Dhawal who
sought protection and the Hindu king Jadi
Rana who granted refuge to the commu-
nity over 12 centuries ago.

Others serving on the Commitiee are
secretary Nariman Balsara, treasurer
Gustasp B. Jussawala, and member
Dosabhai Oliaji. The late Naval Nariman
of Parsi Dairy Farm was alsoamemberat
the time of the last celebrations.

Rent authority
He must have answered more than one
lakh questions from the public on the
subject of rent control laws and housing
sociely regulations,
This is the guessi-
mate advanced 1o in-
dicate  advocate
Koover C. Vapldar's
popularity with the
readers of Mid-Oay,
Manorama, The
Daily, The Econeomic
Times, Sunday Of-
SeMNer, ,J.H'{ '-”.”””Ht!.f.r‘
rion Times, Jam-e-
Jamshed and The Bombay Samachar in
addition o several other periodicals.
Having been in the legal profession for
the last 40 years, “the best of advocales
and solicitors (of Bombay) respected his
opinion and many housing socictics were
saved the expense and trouble of going in
for litigation,” states a tnibute in the Jam-

Vajifdar: duly
!'v!".‘l].i("f.'f{'l:’.f'

High priests and mobeds at the jasiean
on February 7, 1998 1o celebrate the
1515t salgivah of Cusrow Bang's
Nusserwanji Hirfi Karani Agiary,

{ Below) Chief guest, retived justice
Beakhtawar Lentin addressing the
gachering ar the evening function,
flanked by Jamshed Guzder, (left)
chairman of the Agiary Trust, aned
Bonni Hansatic, managing (rusice
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e-Jamshed of August 31, 1997, “The
36,000 cooperative housing societies (in
Bombay ) will surely miss the legal advice
of Mr Vajifdar and it will take along time
for the void 1o be Nilled,” notes the Jamé
write-up following 78-vear-old Vajifdar's
demise on August 24, 1997 at Bombay's
Breach Candy Hospital afier a brief ill-
ness,

For Parsicng, he had contributed o
series of articles, “Wedlock s end” on the
Parsi Marriage and Divoree Act which
had been carried over six instalments of
Porsicre in 1992,

Among the differentinstitutions which
had conferred awards on him were the
Indian Merchants Chamber, Junior Cham-
berolCommerce, Accommaodation Times,
Estate Agents Association.

He had authored three books on the

Nawaz Dinvar Marfatia { center) was
crowned Miss Mumbai "97 ara
[function ar the Hotel Leela on Decem-
ber 22, 1997, The 18-vear-old FYBA
student of St Xavier's College who
aspires to be a top model was one of
the 18 entrams vying for the Cococare
spemsored contest in association with
Island Magazine, it was siared in Blitz,
December 27, 1997, Photo: Bhiz

subject of his expertise: Rent Act Easily
Explatned, Sociery Act and its Implica-
tions, Know Your Housing Seciety Act.
He had also expressed his views on the
Maharashira Rent Control Bill 1993,
Shortly before his demise he was invited
to Dubai to address the Non-Resident
Indians and reached several thousands in
Mauritius and Seychelles through the
Internet. notes an article in The Aftermoon
Despatchand Courferof August 26, 1997,

Helping the poorand the needy through
the Lions movement, Vajifdar was the
past deputy district governor of the Lions
Club and seniormost past president of the
Lions Club of Cuffe Parade. As a
freemason he had been deputy grand mas-
ter of the Grand Lodge of Western India.
An avid chess player he was president of
the Dadar Chess Circle, his biographical
details were recounted.

Goal in sight

FFor securing the second position among
all visually impaired students of the Arts
faculty at the HSC (Higher Secondary
Cenrtificate) examination, Bombay divi-
sion, Tanya Sam Balsara was conferred
the Lion Archic D'Souza Award by the
National Association forthe Blind in Sep-
tember 1997, A student of St Xavier’s




Wishing all
a Happy Jamshedi Navroze Mubarak
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Cullege, Balsara, who kad scored 70 per-
cent at the examination, eamed a certifi-
cate and a cash prize of Rs 11K, she
reveals

Specializing in psychology and sociol-
ogy, withFrench, | 8-year-old Balsarahas
o commute o own daily from her resi-
dence at Jogeshwari. Fortunately for her,
sister Lara who is in the 12th standard at
the same College, can accompany her on
the journey. The fact that her best fnend
from school (Lady Vissanji Girls Acad-

=
¥

TI*. -

* T

T

)

Berlserra (right) being conferred the
enwenref

emy) wias also going o Xavier's helped
Balsara who had always been keen on
joining this College. While she does sitin
al most lectures, attendance bemg com-
pulsory now, [or her exam preparations
she takes xeroxed notes from her friends
which are then audio recorded by her
mother or someone ¢lse, she explains.

A career in hotel management or with

the airlines is what the spirited leenager is
aspiring towards. “She does notallow her
handicap since birth to come in the way of
living life to the fullest,” noles a write-up
sent by her father Sam Balsara who is the
chiefexecutive of Madison DMB&B. En-
joving the compamionship ol her many
friends Balsaraloves talking on the phone,
listening 1o western pop music and danc-
ing. She is ever willing to joumey, prefer-
ring the climes of a hill station, she states.

Reaping rewards

Hearvest, a play about the human organs
bazar which won the $ 250,000 (Rs 86
lakh) Aristotle Onassis International
Drama Award in Athens in September
1997, was written by Manjula Pad-
manabhan who started her writing and
designing carcer with Parsiana in 1973,
There were 1,470 entries from 76 coun-
trics, mentioned hersister Geeta Doctorin
The Week, July 20, 1997,

As book illustrator, cartoonist, colum-
nist and progenitor of the comic sinp
character Suki, Padmanabhan has beenan
established byline for more than 20 years.
Her forays into play writing, film scripts
andd short stories are not as well known. In
aninterview with Outleck, December 15,

With Compliments Of

Manize

Estd: 1959
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Total beauty care and hair dressing
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Philco Industries

HO: Piramal Mansion, 235, D. N. Road, Bombay 400001
Telephone: 2616781 Fax: 2611744
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1997 she relates how she saw a small
announcement in an Australian paper in-
viting entries for the Onassis Award and
started writing Hervesr in great carnest
“In utter secrecy and
withinasell-imposed
deadline of thre
months, rewriting
and revising ever
single day.” Hanves
took form

“The reason my
story-telling veers off
or the surreal 15 becausc it enables me 1o
cutloose from the annoying consiraints of
realistic detail,” menuons Padmanabhan
whoconfesses, "' ve not had alile casy for
others to recognize.” The 43 years of her
life have been like a rolling stone, stem-
ming from growing up in many places as
adiplomat’ sdaughter, almost like a“privi-
leged nomad,” in the words of her sister.

“Writing Harvest has been Manjula’s
best kept secret. She could not bear 1o face
another rejection with yet another unpub-
lished or unperformed play.” writes Doc-
tor a regular editorial contributor o
Parsicna in the carly years.

Fusing horror with lilarnty, Harnvesta
three-act play setina Bombay chawl in the
vear 2014, has been described as a “sav-

P

i
i W

L science ficuon

Pedmemeablenn with fier creations: the
Muay 1974 cover of Parsiana depicting
foruer leading commmnity poets and
skereh drawn for an earlier issue

agely Tunny vision of the canmibalist fu-
ture that awats the human race, IUis a
parable ol what will happen when the rich
dentaens of the First World actually begin
to devour bits and pieces of the Third
World poor.” Inwhat is essentially amaod-
erm morality play, “there is nol one im-
probable situationorasingle boring line.”

wriles Sunil Sethi in Ourleok.

SPOTLIGHT

Athree-judge bench of the Supreme Coun
had giventime upto March 16, 1998 101he
Bombay Parsi Punchayet and Rotary Club
of Mumbai Sunrise to “amicably™ find a
solution, including the possibility of shifi-
ing, inthe conflictoverthe construction of
a public wlet block near the Bhikha
Behram well.

Compiked by Parinaz M. Gandhi

With Compliments From

MERIND LIMITED
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MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides
s listed in this issue) ranged
between 19 and 36 years, the
arithmetic mean (the otal num-
ber of individual ages divided
by the total number of brides)
being 25 years. The correspond-
ing hgures for the grooms werg
24 andd 46 vears, averaging at 249
yeurs.

As compared 1o 84 Zoroastri-
ans who were consigned 1o the
Towers of Silence in Bombay in
Febmuary, there were 12 babies
bom. The major killer — heant
disease — claimed 34 patients of
whom 21 wene above the age of
B The other killers were pneu-
moninand lung disease(1 1), brain
disease (seven), cancer (five) and
hypertension and old age/gen-
eral debility (four each). Two
vigtims fell prey o diabetes. The
varied solated cases registered
in February were toxaemia (the
generlized poisoning of the body
by the products of bactena or
damaged tssuel, Kidney failure,
perfortion of the imestine, uri-

nary tract inlection, hypogle-
cemia {decrcased blood sugar.
attended by anxicty, excitement,
perspiration, delirium or conb,
osteoporosis (Joss ol bone den-
sity due to excessive absorplion
of calcium and phosphorus rom
the boned, Glamasis Gnfestation
with a parasitic, thread-like
worm. Tound mainly in the trop-
ics and subtropics), hacmate-
mesis (vomiting of blood), car
bon monoxide poisoning, bron-
chits, leukemna, seplicenua, liver
discase. vertign, hacmorthage
and shock due o muliple inju-
rigs to vital organs, asthoma and
Hodgkin's Iymphoma, A still-
borm habvy girl was sl lost to the
commmunity, The age rnge Mue-
tuated between 23 and 96 vears,
The Zoroastrian hife expectancy
at birth, in Bombay in February,
was TS years.

The data on binths, marriages
and deaths s been compiled
from mformation supplicd by
varions newsletters and anju-
mans in India and abroad, cours

and hospitals, This information
is med always complele or con-
sistent; we are unable to carry
data from areas where the anju-
mians do not furmish the particu-
Fars: the birth ligures Tor Bom-
bay are supplied by Tour hospi-
tals — births in suburban hospi-
tals amd private nursing homes
are not ineluded unless indi-
viduals send us information 1o-
gether with a copy of the birth
certificate. There may be an in-
advertent repetition of names in
the marriage list when a civil
marniage precedes o religions
ceremony. In the breakup of
deaths according o illnesses,
especially of the elderly, death
15 ollen due o o combination of
severnl discases.

IT readers have any binths/
marrigesfdeaths they would
like published, some prool o
ensure the veragity of the report
would be required. We are sure
our readers wonld appreciate
this regquirement and cooperate
wilh us.

AURANGABAD

BIED

Prochee Nariman (549, wile
of Phiroee and mother of
Adishilin and Zubin on
October 11, 1997

BOMBAY

TS

A boy, Keeeeesh, o Arsnerity
anel Redvinteny Chisriwele,
October 21

A bov, Anoslr, o Jaseine
g Firdogh Beache:

February 3. 19958

A girl. Zavea, to Daanish oand
Zvrox Zenel, February 4

A boy 1o Yasmin and Naezer
i February 7

A by 1o Pervin and Hosidar
Daje; February 10

A boy 1o Nelly and Cyrus
Karrak; February 10

A boy 1o Aberr and Moo
FElavier, February 11

A boy (o Plerovza and Zarir
Shirerff, February 12

A girl to Pervin and Heshang
Virrdaver; February 12

A boy o Amaliite and Diarines
Pareele; February 19

A boy to Lilv and Belrram
Antiee; February 20

A bov 1o Kewnal and Relrinten
Bhatlena, February 27

A girl o Niferfer and Yezed
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Draeeicr: February 28

MARRDEL

Avenr Aali Tearmaster andd
Rustennr Hlector Covin,
Movember 15, 1997

Avesha Jeliengiv Bilinteric
andd Jewnshed Begon Maden:
February 1, 1998

Yesien Noshie Bhearoaches amd
Phiroze Hoshenge Melites
February |

Kol Frweh Kodior and
Hesrnmarzed Rexe Siellower;
Fehruary |

Rimifer Hept Khambetea and
Keeizend Minserer Pesreiweallen:
February 2

Kermeen Dinvere Blaracelo
andd Mesrmree: Frerelishew Avarr,
February 3

Velz Kevst Boeocha
Shalrukly Keko Pevrr,
February 3

Sarxminre Somnshead frens
(Sealrzeli) and Sheover Henni
Rostiri: February 3

Porizod Shers Shreff and
Mehernosh Dinvar Blegar,
February 5

Newey Jal Dedoso and
Malilwrrsn Ferokle Blescnio
of Charai. Dist Thane;
February 5

Avennr Seom Taresperewerfar and
Erneely fal Petel;, February 6

Nifeerfer Lencii Adlajanda and
Rervomnemred Sen Kosene,
February 7

Despring Farvokh Uerigar and
Husheddar Hewns Melia;
February 7

Tenaz Sl Dareewealle and
Vispi Peeee Dviver; February 8
Neverz Sen Fitter amid Beliram
Reesi Mahiar, February 9

Aban Bomemstiene Keased and
Sveers Keki Blrvochier
Febnary 10

Kuzenmme Aei frand of Dahanu
Rd and Pevey Soraly
Clenvelfiry; February 10
Parized Cvrus Pated amil
Hushreder Flonns Pivwal
February 12

Reshna Hosfng Bilimoria
anid Mearteck Minoe Polin of
Vapi: Fehruary 13

Nezireen Nanzer Vakiaria and
Zralreive Dvine Breheriwalle,
February 14

Avmnin fonn Hansoda and
Neville Goddref Dotivala;
February 15

Pineiz Jemshed Thanewelda
andd Servosh Kevsv Teto;
February 15

Khurahud Jehanimn Tava and
Dinslrenw Framroze Variave,
February 15

Nilufer Moo Patel and Vieaf
Minoe Mafuovewala:

February 16

Reashna Gev Dwengibhov and
Aspi Pesi Pithawalla;
February 16

Awzita Fariborze Kaovasia
and Hoxhange Mehraban
Samva of Rockville,
Maryland, USA; February 16
Shiraz Soli Mandroia and
Filly Hoshang Bapuna;
February 17

Jenifer Behram Soonawalla
and Kershasp Ruesi Carnac,
February 19

Parizad Adi febhaporia and
Jennslhived Bowmy Patrevala,
February 19

Meher Minoo Darawalla and
Pervez Faramroze
Dhanidadine; February 20
Keshvar Adi Vakhersa and
Kali Hoshi Buharivwalfa:
February 21

Binatfer Jal Sedri and Keki
Rusi Jaorewala: February 22
Farnaz Pheroze Patel and
Hoshang Sofiral Modi of
Thane: February 22

Azita Rashiol Rareshtari of
Gaithersburg, Maryland, USA
and Rustom Beliram Kaovasia;
February 23

Remeng Khoshen Trani and
Aspandivar Katkushoo
Kewasia: February 25
Tilnavaz Sehanbux Jifing and
Jamshed Pervez Sethne,
February 26

Veera Jefangir Hararia and
Koizael Sam Bheacke:
February 28

BIED

Tehming Soralyee Trani (81),
residing ot B, B, Merwan
Bldg, Opp Grant Rd Stn,
J00007; January 31

Sitloo Nariman Bhagal (74),
Dr Kerawalla Bldg. 307,
Tardeo Rd, 400007:

February |

Perin Ardeshir Bliumgara
(613, Homi Melna's Belw,
Behram Baug, Jogeshwan
(W), 400102; February |
Maneck Dhwanjishaw Kapadia
(75}, Rutton Manor, 39,
Garden Rd, Colaba, S0(00349;
February |

Daely Maneckji Parekli (79),
275/F, Old Khan Bldg.
Zoroastrian Clny, Chikalwadi,
400007 February |
Dhnjishaw Dadabloy Vesuna
(89, B7/16, Mistry Bldg, Dr
Shirodkar Rd, Parel, 400012;
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MATRIMONIAL

USA based girl, age 29,
professionally qualified,
seeks life partner willing
to settle in USA. Write
full details with
photograph to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Feb-Mar/4-98)"
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number ciled here

February |

Dareli Ernehshiow Adajania
{76}, Room no T/C, Dubash
Bldg, Avabai Kashinanh Rd,:
Tardeo, 400034: February 2
Fio Hoshange Dasteor (23),
Maodhvanik Vidyarthi Bhuvan
Bldg. 15, Swami Gyanjivan-
das Rd, Mear Dadar S,
40001 4; February 2

Dinshenw Kevasi Dulreash (700,
B/10, New Khareghat Clny.
Hughes Rad, 400007,

February 2

Mineo Bhikapi Elavia (70),
315, Tata Clny, Tardco,

400034: February 2

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from educated
young man for our UK born and
educated daughter of outgoing
personality, aged 30, willing to
settle in the Western world.
Please send bio data with
photograph (returnable) to:
The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Feb-Mar/2-98)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited here.

Jer Nerinm Ghevara (89),
B/17. Tardeo Chmbs,
Kashinath Rd, Tardeo,
400034:; February 2

Pivaja Retansha Talia (86),
Mahalaxmiwalla Bldg. 18,
Sleater R, 00KKT;
February 2

Frenie Fredoon Kerawalla
(753, CF14. Rusiom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byeulla, 400027;
February 2

Frent Jal Mehata (75). B.
Rupali Park, lrani Rd,
Dahanuy, Dist Thane, 400601;
February 2

Ferore Fromese Parel (710,

Survodaya Bidg. 7. Juhu Rd,
Santacruz (W), 400054;
February 2

Najee Dinshaw Amalsad (87),
Clo ). D. Katrak, Rati Hse, 17,
Gola Lane, Fort, 400001;
February 3

Phiroze Merwan Kelah (T1),
K/%, 5. B. Bharucha Baug, 5.
V. Rd. Andheri (W), 400058;
February 3

Mearzban Ardeshar Blariecha
(56), 5/3, Awr Aplts, Minoo
Diesai Marg, Opp Fariyas
Hotel, Colaba, 400005;
February 4

Dinameai Sorabjee Zaiwalla
(76, Chamarbaugwalla
Chawl, Dr Ambedkar Rd,
Parel, 400012; February 4
Janshedji Hormusp Divecha
(85), 7. New Contractor Bldg,
Sussex Rd, Victoria Garden,
Byculla, 400027; February 5
Perviz Mancherfi Kapedia
(77). Shalimar, MNetaji
Subashchandra Bose Rd,
400021; February 5
Nariman Meherwangi
Bhagalia (96), 12, Deepali, 5t
Cyril Rd, Bandra (W),
400050 February 6

D Cavas Bilimeoria (56),
7RY. Avabai Mans, Jame

Progressives

. Cistonce - -

The lens for uninterupted vision al differenf ranges

disfance. mid-cistance & reading.

Progressives cre mullitocal lenses without the tell-fole ines of bifocals

Progressives need professional care

For the best resulls come fo Baliwalla & Homi.
One of the finest cptomelnists & contact-lens proctifioners in the country

(Bt) Baliwalla & Homi

Private Limited
Flora Fountain: 365, Dr. DM, Road, Bombay 400 001 Tek 287 4916, 287 1762 @ Dhobi Talao: 614, J5. Sath Marng, Bomibay 400 002 Ted: 201 4906
Pared: J Merwany Street, Parel, Bombay 400 012 Tek 412 6051
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SPGNSDRED BY With no one left in the world,
MAHINDRA & MAHINDRA LIMITED

little Shreva doesn’t have the
slightest hope of facing the future,
This is 3 year old Shreya. unless she gets an education. And
Her parents abandoned her that's where you come in. To
make a dream called Nanhi Kali
and vanished. If you turn the page, . le=
come true, Through Nanhi Kali,
}?DB! 11 do the same vou ¢an become the foster parent
— of a little girl like Shreya By
giving Rs 100 a month towards
her education. your “daughter’
will be put into school and in fact,
you will receive regular reports
about her progress including a
h‘ photograph. Nanhi Kali 1s a
special project of the K. C
Mahindra Education Trust -- a
Trust set up by one of the most
reputed industnal families in
India. A Trust that's been
working since 1953 1o promote
education and enlightenment
across the country. Since Nanhi
Kali literally means ‘little
fMower’, with people like
you, we hope to repair the broken
petals of thousands of such
underprivileged little girls. So
please don't tumn the page yet.

Navnt kaleé3

A praject of K. C. Mahindra Education Trast
Covil Court. Mabakavs Bhushan Marg, Mombai |
Phone: 2021001 Fax: JRS3441

CAUSE

CELEBRE created by Conteact for acouse

would like 10 adopt a “Nanhi Kali’ like Shreya. # Enclosed is my choque of Rs 1,200 (@ Rs 100 p.m Jin favour of K € Mahindra Education

Yes |
Nanhi Kals for

Trust for one year seducation Please do send me progressrepons and a photograph. #nstead of one Nanhi Kali. | would hke 1o adopt
years. Thank vou = Aronyeaty of donor is assured, « All deantions are exempeed under section £0G of the Income Tax Act




With
best wishes
from

Farah
&
Tanya
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Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014 February 6
Pervin Mefiernosh Diebash
(513 8. Khareghat Clny, N. 5,
Patkar Marg, J00007;
February 6

Pestotan Hermozii Kaka (82),
Sakarwadi, Mawab Tank Rd,
Mazgaon Dock, 400010,
February 6

Merazban Beftvamgs Madon
(B4). 5%, Bradys Flats, Sorab
Bharucha Rd, Colaba, 400005;
February 6

Kersi Jehangirfic Melia (64),
4B/5. Tata Cloy, Tardeo,
A0034; February O

Giustend Kaikiesivene Patel
(72). VA, 668, Desai Bldg,
Katrak Rd. Wadala, 400031:
February 6

Baby girl of Persis Shahzad
Wadia (stillborn), 39, Shirin
Bldg, Colaba Post Olfice,
400065, February &

Dy Nusserwani Badliwala
(83}, 40C, Libra Bldg,
Lower Kharodi, Marve Rd,
Malad (W), 4D0005;

February 7

Homei Nusserwangi Blhaoor (85),
54, Vijay Chmbs, Tribhavan
Ra, 400004: February 7
Freny Neaveman Pared (T0),
Post Nargol, Via Sanjan, Dist
Valsad, 396135; Febhruary 7
Pilferer Neorimen Sures (88), Clo
Moshir Dumasia, 795, Dosal
Mans, Jame Jamshed Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
February 7

Neriman Telumrasp Daver
(%41, 24, Palkhiwalla Hse
(Tara Manzil), Dhobitalao, 1st
Lane, 400002 February 8
Noshir Kfrodaloe Maody (66),
B/, Mew Wadia Block,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari,
400102 February 8

Keemei Khershedit Dersowalla
(#5), 111, Umargaon Bldg, Dr
Ambedkar R, Parcl, 4000132;
February 9

Alewr Sl Moy (720, Dhun
Blde, Sant Gadge Maharag
Sanatonum Rd, Dadar,
KN 4; February 9
Dvngishier Rustomgs
Blrgwagar (70), /9, Sir
Ratan Tata Clny, Tardeo,
400034; February 10
Dxinshienw Dosehiiens Korai
(T3 Agie 51 Malesar,
MNavsan, 396445, February 10
Shera Aveleshir Nania (85),
AN, Cusrow Baug, 5. B, Rd,
400039; February 10

Belivam Kaikhnslvan Parel

(60), Lam Bldg, 173, Delisle
Rd, 400013; February 10
Gustad Jelangiviee Tampal
(70}, Rf34, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; February 10
Dawlat Aspandiar Dinyarian
(85), 6/607, Bridge View, 16,
Hansraj Lane, Byculla,
400027; February 11

Jal Eruchshaw Maleo (71), C,
Durlabh Bhavan, Jalbhai St,
Grant Rd, 400007,

February 11

Dossan Dadabhoey Tavadia
(%2}, 3, Tata Mills Co-op Hsg
Soc, Elphinstone Rd, Parel,
400012; February 11

Befwam Jehangiv Bhappu
(76), Hari Miwas, Mathew Rd,
400004; February 12

Shera Jal Billimeria (83), 6,
Jehangir Mans, A, Podar
Marg, 400020; February 12
Sheru Dhunjishaw Mehia (75),
Botawala Bldg, Tardeo Rd,
400007; February 12

Meri Sfamshed Munsiff (82),
M/13, Palm Springs, Culle
Parade, 400005; February 12
Telunurasp Katkhushro
Contractor (88), Clo Room
no 19, Cricket Club of

India, Brabourne Stadium,
Churchgate, 400020;
February 13

Aleo RBattan Engineer (80),
11712, Tata Bldg, Tardeo Rd,
400034; February 13

Noshir Gustadii Guzder (81),
12, Banaji Hse, Contractor
Baug, Mon Rd, Mahim,
4(KH &; February 13
Darabshaw Pestemji Karanjia
(%513, BA0O2Z, Ahura, Edulji
Rd, Charai, Thane, 400601 ;
February 13

Sovab Diwingisha Mistre (85),
Readymoney Bldg no 2, 17,
Sir Ratan Tata Rd, Tardeo,
400034; February 13
Dyarebshaw (Dara) (Doral)
Neavraji Patel (85), 75, Shreeji
Hse, Mint Rd, Fort, 400001;
February 13

Najoo Minocher Vimadealal
(80}, Cama Bldg, Murzban
Clny. Gilder Lane, Lamington
Rd, 400008; February 13
Neriman Hormusji Marolia
{68), G/9, Shailesh Apts,
Anand Ngr, Vasai Rd (W),
401202; February 14
Teheming Framroz Pamilaki
(#3), 2B/30, Tata Mills Co-op
Hsg Soc, Elphinstone Rd,
Parel, 400012; February 14
Feramroz Kindabox
Ponredelt (80), 607,



With best compliments from

M. N. DASTUR
& COMPANY LIMITED

Consulting Engineers

Calcutta, Mumbai, New Delhi, Madras,
Hyderabad, Bhubaneswar, Bangalore




* Sawn Timber
* Doors & Windows
* Kiln Seasoning

* Chemical Preservative
Treatment

* Packing Cases &
Pallets

* Furniture Components

B. F. Wadia & Sons

142, Reay Road
Bombay 400010

Tel: 3721934, 3720235
Fax: 3739373

Thx: 11-74571 BFW 1IN

With
compliments
from

The
Saher
Family

Bangalore 560051
India

Sukhadwala Bldg, J. 5. 8. Rd,
Opp Wadian Atash Behram,
40002 February 14

Hemi Dorabji Sepoy (T71),
329, Tara Mills Co-op Hsg
Soc, Elphinstone Rd, Parel,
400012; February 14

Meneo Nuservanyi Kevawala
(57). 783, Patel Home, M
Joshi Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
4000 4: February 15

Katv Palfongi Karangio (73),
84, Tata Clny, Tardeo,
400034 February 16
Nergish Erucl Sidinea (59).
524, Kapadia Bldg, A. H
Wadia Baug., Parel Tank Rd,
400033; February 17
Mehrie Minoo Wadia (55),
4-Cf13, L.LC. Clny, Borivh
(W), 400103; February 17
Khorshed Keki Gandiin (84),
ASE, Pearl Clny, 205, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Dadar (E).
40001 4; February 18

e Nesiier Mawalwalla
(#3), 22, Petit Widows’
Chawl, Mody 51, Fort,
JOO001; February 19

Coared Senmeslredd Mistrv (68,
916, Tata Clny, Tardeo,
400034; February 14

Adi Pagadiwala (T8), Bf6,
Amar Ashirwad, Agilary Rd:

For Pure Diamonds

AW ZANL) M AN

JEWELLERS

324, Grant Road, Bombay 400007, Telephone 3099648 Fax 3073483
APPOINTED VALUERS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA




Are you expecting to

visit Canada?

lf'}‘m: are planning to visit Canada, make

sure that you are protected with
BorderGuard™ Visitors to Canada
Health Insurance ... for the length of your
stay. You can be assured of a visit free
of worry from the crippling costs of
hospital and medical bills result-
ing from an unexpected illness or

injury.

P

to Mutual of Omaha will take care of your

Primary coverage means one phone call

medical and financial needs ... on the spot!

BORDERGUARD™

TRAVEL INSURANCE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL UNIGLOBE ENTERPRISE TRAVEL
Talk to one of our insurance experts - Nora O Connor or Trina Romanchuk at
1-88-UNIGLOBE (1-888-644-5623)
or in Toronto (4 | 6) 363-7491
You can fax vour inquiries to
(416) 363-2205
or send us an E-mail
E-mail: ec.enterprise@uniglobe.com

Mutual
LNIGLABE
ENTERPRISE TRAVEL 7Omaha!

4nsurance Company




With Best

From

LIMITED

Compliments

SEALOL
HINDUSTAN

With
Best Wishes

From
A Well Wisher

February 19

Sarvar Rustomyi Rashid
{Ireni) (72). 5. Baharistan
Bldg, Vikheoli (W), AR 3,
February 19

KShivin Dinshaw Bhesadia (81),
€19, Godrej Baug, OIT
Napean Sea Rd, 400026;
February 20

Bacha Rustemyji Malegamvala
(R8), Dhunbad, 23, N.
Bharucha Marg, Grant Rd,
400007; February 20

Metesy Dearer Mehea (82), 9D,
Harbour Heights, M. A.
Sawant Marg, Colaba,
SO0005; February 20

Jal Khershedit Mewdawalla
(79}, Mumitaz Manzil, 63,
Waodehouse Rd, 400005;
February 22

Daralr Bewang
Pochibfnawala (82), 116,
Rustom Baug, Victoria Rd,
Byculla, 400027; February 22
Dhineai Jalejar Umrigar
(x8). 16671, Magbul Bldg, Hill
Rd. Bandra (W), S00050:
February 22

Roda Pest Avenr (82), Jer Mans,
19, Gardar St, Thakurdwar,
400002; February 23

Nergiz Savak Kotwal (89),
B, Contractor Baug, Mori

With compliments from

B. B. GARDA & SONS

10 B. J. Road, Poona 411001
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takes a
new shape
from today

Introducing the Mikron Challenge.

A grinding wheel far superior to anything else in the market today.
Mikron is made from 86A - an abrasive that gives you higher depth
of cul. Formulated with a unique bond, it ensures freer cutting and
burn-free operations. A siricter control on imbalance reduces chafler
marks making it perfect for precision grinding. Be it for surface grinding,
tool resharpening or die and plate manufacture. All this al no extra cost!
In fact, try the Mikron in your toolroom. You will find its performance far
superior o anything else available in the
markel today. We are sure, it will meet B

M IKRO N with your expectations. So are you ready
for the Mikron Challenge? We are!
Super Edge, Super Grinding.
i
e

M ARMY & NAVY BUILDING, 148 M. G. ROAD, MUMBAIL 400 001. Gj?wpm{ 9:':
TEL: 2844727 TELEX: 011-82840, FAX: 022-2023711 mmfm Kl

el



MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from Zoroastrian
boys up to 32 years, professionally
well settled, for a slim,
good-looking, graduate girl, aged
26, willing to settle in India or
abroad. Please send detailed
information with photograph
(returnable) to:

The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Feb-Mar/5-98)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

“Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited here.

Statement of Ownership
& Other Particulars about Parsiana: Foom IV
(500 Pule B)

Place of Publication: Bombay
Pariodicity of Publication: Ten issues in a yoar
Printer, Publisher, Editor. Johangir A Patad
Hationality. Indian
Address: K. K. (Navsan) Chambers, 39, A K
Nayak Marg, Bombay $00001
Proprigtor. Parsiana Pubbcationg Pyt Lid,

39, A K. Nayak Marg, Bombay 400001
Shareholders holding more than one percent of
the 1otal capital: Jehangis AL Patel, Vieora J. Patgd
and Simin J. Patel, address same as abave

I, Johangir . Patol, heroby declang that the
particutans ghvin abowd A b 1o thi bt of
iy keowidn and bolied,

Sd. [Johangir AL Pased) 1 March 1808

Fd, Mahim, 400016;
February 23

Rateunai Hirjilihai Pagel (913,
3. A H, Wadia Baug,
Parel Tank Rd, 400033;
February 23

Hearnresji Avdeshiv Wadia
(81}, 52, Forjeu 51, 400036;
February 23

Freav Rohintem Gediwalla
(58). 13/B, Sai Niketan,

345, Mount Rd,

Mazgaon, 400010;

February 25

Dinbai Jehangirgi Patel (94),
Alpatwalla Bldg, M. M.,
Chothani Rd, Mahim, 40001 6;
February 25

Pesi Rustom Billimoria (85),
283/A. Yusul Mans, 204,
Khetwadi Back R, 400004;
February 26

Nergish Ervaclisha Misiry (59),
286, Princess St, 400002;
February 27

Koty Pirejshaw Melia (73),
Shirin Mans, Shankarsheth
Ed. Opp Gramt Rd Stn,
400007 February 27
Nervtman Manekshaw
Darwvalla (73), MIE,
Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; February 28

CALCUTTA

MARRIED

Devika Dune and Softralh
Setna; December 26, 1997

DIED

Homai Framroz Buchia,
sister of Dadabhoy and late
Faredoon; February 19, 1998

POONA

DIED

Piraja Cawasji Bharucha
(90}, 470, Centre 5t, Camp,
411001; February 8
Jeamshedyi Jivanji Sheaff (80},
Canopus Apts, Boat Club Rd,
411001: February 16
Bachameai Phiroze Siganporia
(77). 88, DSFA Gurudwara
Rd, Camp, 411001

February 19

Vifoo Minoo Damania (59),
5. Vilman, 202/1, Nagar Rd,
411006; February 21
Ardeshir famshedii
Masalawalla (76), 1956, Dr
Saldanha St, 4110010:
February 26

SURAT
DIER
Jalamai Darabshaw Dotivala

With Best Wishes From

Mr Rusy M. Shroff, mzE.

and

Mrs Purviz R. Shroff

188 Farsiana February-March 1998




Steamship agents -- master stevedores
dubashes -- lighterage contractors

Darabshaw B. Cursetjee’s
Sons (Bombay) Pvt Ltd

Darabshaw House, Ballard Road, Bombay 400038
Grams: DEADWEIGHT Telex: 5824 DBCB IN
Phone: 2610021 (4 lines) (Dock Office: 2612230)

Also associates at
Calcutta,Vishakhapatnam, Kakinada,
Mangalore, Bhavnagar, Bedi-port, Navlakhi,
Veraval, Porbunder & Kandla

Also sole Government landing contractors
at Jamnagar, (Bedi) Bhavnagar




Always remember

wlaul Tata
by ) gani BATA

'} 323301 KHAMBATA

X=

Ketayun & Bomi
228, Wellington Terrace
Wellington Street, Bombay 400002

Tel Mo: 2069636, 2057242
Pager No: 9602-104007

(70}, Timaliawad, MNanpura,
395001; February |

Homai Faramroz Bheshania
(54). Village Bhesan, Dist
Surat, 362020; February 2
Howi Rustamiji Palia (69),
Vankibordi, 395003;
February 3

Hewe Darabshaw Patel (65),
Lam BEldg, Lower Parel,
Bombay, 40001 2; February 5
Adil Nanabhai Masalawala
(45), Village, Siganpore, Dist
Surat; February 5

Noshir Pastanji Parel (76),
MNariman Home and

Infirmary, Shahpore,

MATRIMONIAL

Parents of a prelty girl, 37 years,
looking much younger than her age,
presently working in Tanzania, East

Africa, but will be soon joining her

parents in USA, invite matrimonial

correspondence from nice, good
looking boys well-settled in USA.
Reply with photograph
(returnabie) to:
The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Feb-Mar/3-98)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

‘Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited hera.

395003; February 16
Meharbai Ratansha Master
(97), Kotwal 51, Nanpura,
J95001; February 18

Firoz I Dukandar (76},
Mariman Home and

February 25
AUSTRALIA

MNew South Wales
MARRIED

Toranz Davar, daughter
of Freyni and Adi, and
Keith Wildy, son of

Jan and Greig;
December 14, 1997

Infirmary, Shahpore, 395003,

CANADA

Calgary

DIED

Hilla Jamshed Khory,
mother of Sherar and
Farouk and sister of
Perin Mathur;
September 28

Montreal

DIED

Goolbame Eruchshaw Mirza,
mother of Khushru and
Freddy; December 16

Toronto

BORN

A boy, Jurwan, 1o Pearl
and Khuslrn Chothia,
September 18

Vancouver

BORN

A boy, Arshaam, 10 Roya and
Jelangir Mojgant; August 25
A girl, Analiita, to Azita

and Refomand Parsi-
Feraidoonian; September 5

MARRIED

Farzaneh Salles of Tehran,
daughter of Homa and
Rostam, and Jamshid Kavoosi
of California; November 8

I!

Crawdair Drill & Portable

Compressor

I Air and Gas Compressors
Chemical Process Pumps

| P e A Construction, Mining &
; Waterwell Drilling Equipment

Aircraft Ground Support
Equipment

INGERSOLL-RAND

5
(India) Limited, Rhéne-Poulenc House, 5. K. Ahire Marg, P2 O. Box 9138, -\r‘:
Mumbai - 400 025, Tel : 022-493 6765, Fax ; (22-4%5 0516

S
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FIRDOS & S. CAMBATTA CO.

‘Cambatta Central’, Bharat Bobins Ltd Premises
Rakhial Road, Ahmedabad 380023

Agents in Gujarat for

M/s ION EXCHANGE (INDIA) LTD

For INDION Water Softening Plants,
e Demineralisers, Cation & Anion Resins,
Filters, Chemical Dosers, etc

.
Fo -

Sole concessionaires in Gujarat for
M/s INGERSOLL-RAND (INDIA) LTD
For Air Compressors and Vacuum Pumps




Global Directory of
Zoroastrian Fire Temples

by Marzban J. Giara

The book covers 187 places
of public worship for
Zoroastrians in nine countries

and has 168 color pictures

The directory is available
from the author at

Dhunmai Building
667, Lady Jehangir Road
Dadar, Mumbai 400014
Tel: 4166204

ED

Reshid Trani (65), husband
of Margaret and father of
Yasmin and Parween;
October 10

Victoria

MED

Jini Kooka (75), mother
of Rashna Charania,
MNerges, Yeadi, Farrokh
and Meher; October 3

NEW ZEALAND
Hamilton

DIED

Freddie Nariman Rao
(43), husband of
Bakhtavar and father of
Furzan and Vizina;
January 16, 1998

PAKISTAN

Karachi

BORN

A girl, Neaomi, to Neena
and Yazevar Havelivala,
December 5, 1997

MED

Heunshed Sorabji Cooper (58);

January 23, 1998

Piroje Jamshedii Dotiwalla
(97 January 28

Hoshang Maneckii Dastoer

(67), January 30
Heoshang Cowasji Sethna (76},
February 5

Mehre C. Vachha (84);
February 5

Shahervar K. Felfeli (68);
February 9

Goolcher M. Vatcha (75);
February 10

Perviz Behram Lohar (78);
February 13

Quetta

MED

Danlat Meherwan frani (82);
January 24

UAE

Dubai

BORN

A boy, Kayras, o Farzana
and Percy Engineer,
December 15, 1997

UK

London

DIED

Feroze Madon (93),
brother of Naval;
November 19

UsA

Arlington

BORN

A boy, Zane, 1o Arbez and

PRUDENTIAL SHIPPING AGENCIES
PRIVATE LIMITED

Shipping agents, cargo brokers and container operators

55A/63A, Walchand Hirachand Marg, Opp G.P.O.,
Mumbai 400001, India
Tel: 2692787 (10 Lines), Fax: 2652841, Tix: 11 82307 PSAB IN
Email: g=prudential / s=bom / p=gems / a=vsnl / c=in
Internet: prudential.bom@gems.vsnl.net.in

Registered Office: 77, Mint Road, Fort, Mumbai 400001, India
Tel: 2694203, 2659055, 2658396

Branches
Bombay -- Nhava Sheva -- Kandla -- New Delhi -- Ludhiana -- Ahmedabad

192 Farsana February-March 1938




GHARDA'S

IN THE SERVICE OF SOCIETY

Gharda's strength lies in its R&D - over 150 scientists devoted to the development of high
quality products through innovative research and superior manufacturing processes
which has resulted in group sales of Rs. 440 crores.

Winner of six National Awards, Gharda has indigenously manufactured vital
agrochemicals, veterinary products and intermediates - saving the country hundreds of
crores in valuable foreign exchange.

That is not all. Gharda's philosophy of "converting knowledge into wealth for the benefit of
society" has helped establish hospitals, schools and vocational training institutes, with
mobile libraries ond dispensaries catering to the poor in rural areas. A non-government
organisation to focus on social causes and upliftment has recently been set up, called The
Gharda Foundation.

Gharda continues to grow from strength to strength, with its people, for the people of the
country.

YREL URsT
Thiksarel -
GHARDA CHEMICALS LTD. THE GHARDA FOUNDATION

Regd. Office : 5/6 Jer Mansion, W.P. Varde Road, behind Copper Chimney, Bandra (W), Mumbai 400 050 India
Tel: 91-22-6452492/93, 6405466/2415, Fax: 91-22-6404224

FERREMHA ASSOL GO




Hoxfeng Parel, brother o
Farn: February 2. 1998

Buoise, Idaho

BORN

A bov, Sean, o Shafmaz and
Sharukly Chivor, brother to
Sanava: Janvary 23

Lewisville

RORN

A bov, Danesh, 1w Kesfonira
and Mehelly Bem:, February 11

Miami

HAIR™

A boy, Zane, o Lyfe and Sane
Toiwale: September 11, 1997

Kochester Hills, Michigan
RN

A girl. Rashia, 1o Mrand Mrs
Socnewalla: December 23

San Jose, Calilornia

DIED

Konroxhy Jamshieli 136), son of
Belman and Jamshad and
brother of Fariborz.
Khushrow, Dolly Bhopti,
Parichehr Kadeom and Mahin
Soroushian: October 21

Sun Ramaon, California
HRX

A ol Marina, 10 Naraxha
andd Daraites Mehie,
Ocober 2

Suwanee, Georgia

RN

A boy. Connor Bvan. W Fartda
and Richard Tinker, brother to
Scot Allen: January 1%, 1998

Virginia

BEHRN

A girl. Conmie Savah. W Cathy
Meie and Kersi Bhiweandi-
waller, December 23, 1997

MARKEED

Spenta Dinsfraw and
Farslwed Hormozdvaran:
January 31, 1998

Washington

BORN

A boy, Dara, to Meundaneg
and Baforaenr Shethriars,
Movember 10, 19497

Westminster, Maryland
BERRN

A bov, Cvras, 1o Armiairy
and Marzhan Daroowalla;
November 11
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Overseas deaths ara listed in the consigned column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremated.

*These figures pertain lo information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
total number of births, marrages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

Congrbad by Roxana A, Dover
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Bombay: The Telling Figures

During the Bast decade, smee
Parsicie started computing e
ligures in 1987, mtercommu-
ity mrriages in Bombay
been registering an increase,
For the vear 1997, although
the actual coum of inter-
community marriages. 96,
showed an mcrease of 19 over
last year's tally of 77, in tlerms
ol pereentage representation
there is a decling. The percen-
e ol INlereonmunity narr-
ges works oul [o 26 as versus
28 in 1996, This percentage 1s
calculated as a ratio of inter-
comimnily marriages o the
total number of marriages
(9037 1 Icalculated asaratio
ol inlerconmunily marriages
o communily  marriages
(D6:275) 0t 15 35 percent (still
lower than the 3% percent of
196y, OF the 646 Zoroastrians
whomarricd last vear, 52 males
and 44 Females married out of
the communily s versus 43
males and 34 females in 1996,

But while the imterconmu-
nity marriages rose hy 19, the
count of communily marriages
increased by 78 over the pre-

ceding vear's ligure of 197,
thus giving a total tally of 371
marriages in 1997,

Onee agzain the births regis-
tered a decline. The 205 births
{104 boys and 101 girls) known
o Parrsiana indicated adecline
ol 11 over the previous year’s
ligure of 216 when there were
20 more lemale babics born
(9% boys, 118 girls). Our
information on births being
accessed Trom only four
hospitals in south and central
Bombay, we presume that
Peersioma accounts for around
50 percent of the births in the
community in Bombay, This
still means that the birth rate in

the community is less than hall

the death rate.

The death wll of 938 Zoro-
astrians includes those (925)
whe were consigned at Bom-
bay's Towers ol Silence and
the 13 (six males and seven
females) cremated in the city.
Whilc there were 25 less deaths
this vear as compared 1o last
year's wtal of 963, there were
nine more cremations in 1997
as compared o the fourof 1996,

This despite the fact that only
the data of those cremated at
the Chandanwadi crematorium
is culled by us and not the
other Bombay crematoniums.
The details of those consigned
at the Doongerwadi sent o us
by the Bombay Parsi Puncha-
yet show that 451 males and
474 females were consigned
in 1997 as compared 1o 457
males and 502 females the
previous year.

The mean Lile Expectancy
at Birth (LEB) in 1997 was 75,
the same as in 1996, The
highest LEB, T8, was in the
month of July, and the lowest,
71, in December 1997,

Listed below are the 1997
ligures pertaining 1o the com-
munity in Bombay as collected
by Parsiana:

Bom: 205

Boys: 104, Girls 101
Marriages: 371

Parsi 275, Intercommunal 96
Died: 938

Consigned: 925

Males 451, Females 474
Cremated: 13

Males 6, Females 7
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD
contined from page 36

Eager o promote its youth, KZBM
sponsored the winner of its essay con-
test, Farishte Dinshaw, to the Second
World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in
Londonin 1997 and submitted the names
of 100 Pakistani Zarathushti youths for
inclusion in the second edition of the
Werld Zoreastrian Youth Direciory,
informs the report,

Addressing the demographic issue
the KZBM produced its second Zarathu-
shirian address and telephone diree-
tory. establishing the figure of Paki-
stani Zarathushtis at 2,567 as of March
1997, They are now making an elTort o
collect data on births in the community,
requesting medical officers of various
hospitals to provide sex-wise data on
Zoroastrian births during the 9{'s.

Loan schemes exist [or entrepre-
neurship and education. Rs 2.5 lakhs
were advanced to a gent who provided
the best feasibility and collateral, notes
the report. On the educational front
they are lr}ring to provide school fees as
well as private wition costs where ap-
plicable. The education subcommittee
has a member specialized in children’s
learning disabilitics and suitable reme-
dial action for a few such identificd
youngsters is on the anvil.

The report by Hilla Kotwal, chair-
person of the education subcommittee,
indicates that students are prone to be
carried away by the current trend for
MBAs without assessing their own ca-
pabilities. Also, though the KZBM re-
quires its donces to mail biannual
progress reports, it is an agreement not
generally implemented by the students,
They also require the loan amount to be
repaid in full if swudy on the agreed
course is discontinued,

Other help the KZBM provides the
youth included a two-day seminar on
the career choices available. They also
organized a talk by cducationist Dr
Rummi Gazdar, chiel executive of the
Bangkok based journal Let's Go Stoely
Abroad. Gazder advised the youth thal
forcign education is more casily avail-
able in the US, Japan, Thailand and
Philippines while Australia and Canada
have fewer opportunities lo of fer. Again,
Thailand and Philippines provide the
same quality of education as Japan or
the US, at less cost. He had also advised
them to learn the correct process for
applying for visas before filing their
papers with the consulates and to seek
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the guidance and recommendation of

the principals of their cducational insti-
tutions before applying to colleges
abroad.

The KZBM's other subcommitiees
work in the arcas of general and child
welfare, rehabilitation and medical help.
Like other Karachi based Zarathushii
institutions the alfluent KZBM regis-
tered a total income (donations plus
dividend income) of Rs 3,891,325 as
against ils expenses of Rs 1,550,276 at
the end of Junc 1997,

Deaths in Karachi

According 1o the Mformal Religions
Meetings newsletier of February 14-
March 15, 1998, there were a
total 38 deaths in Karachi in
1997, This ligure compares (o
50in 1996 and 42 in 1995, Inthe
19905, the highest number of
deaths took place in 1992 when
Karachi lost 61 Zarathushiis,
Since then, barring 53 deaths in
1994, the total number of deaths
has been receding. At the same
time the average age al death
has risen from 75.64 in 1992 10
T1.71 in 1995, This year the
average age al death for men was 72.66
and for women 79.32, with a maximum
nine males dying in their 705 and a
maximum seven lemales in their 80s,
Two females survived to the age of 92 as
against zero males. Due 1o deaths, the
total number of the community has de-
clined by 684 since 1985, There is no
information on migrations from Paki-
stan,

Irani’s gold

“Through your professionalism and
dedication you've created a new stan-
dard of service, one that challenges all
of us,” wrote Global Consumer Bank-
ing general manager Nadeem Hussain
to Tanaaz Jimmy Irani, conferring on
her Citibank Karachi's Gold Award.
The citation read that she was selected
for “exemplifying the highest standard
of excellence and achievement in serv-
ing Citicorp customers.” Irani was ad-
judged outstanding in the areas of pro-
fessional competence and icamwork and
exceptional in her work quality and
timeliness as well as in problem solu-
tion. She now begins to identily the best
practices outside Pakistan to employ
them locally and has been selected to
take part in an audit in Europe as a guest
reviewer in Germany and Belgium.

Art is the catalyst
“Many of our US executives feel they
are al a disadvantage compared with
managers from other countries,” Dr
Farrokh Langdana told the Business
News reporter who interviewed him.
Having taken overas director of Rutgers
University's flagship executive MBA
program, Langdana has introduced art
and culture into its course, including
visils 1o muscums, art galleries, the
theater and musical concerts.
According to Langdana, “Knowledge
of the ans and architeclure is woven
closely into the corporate culture” of
Europe. The Rutgers summer program
involves visits to Cambridge, London

Langdana: letting imaginations soar

and Prague when executives taking the
Rutgers MBA interact with their Euro-
pean counterparts. “The British manag-
ers would chat casually about Elizabe-
than facades and Tudor architecture. We
felt really intimidated,” he remarked.

Apart from keeping up with the
Joneses, internationally, Langdana also
theorized that an induction into the arts
could stimulate creative thinking
whether the catalyst be classical music
or classical literature. “People who ex-
cel do so because they have sharp bursts
of innovation,” he said.

Justifving this unorthodox curricu-
lum, Langdana notes that such inno-
vativeness is “the main difference be-
tween our program and others.” Bor-
rowing an idea from London’s The
Economist, Langdana has also intro-
duced a short story contest into the
course where the first few paragraphs
are provided to the students who are
then expected to let their imaginations
soar. “We want the executives who
come out of our program to be creative
and stand above the executives that
other MBA programs are cranking out.”

Compiled by Amavaz 5. Mama
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IN MEMORIAM

Sidhwa’s benchmark

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Died: Justice Rustam S, Sidhwa, 69,
former judge of the Supreme Court ol
Pakistan as also the United Nations
(UN) International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia, on March
31, 1997 in Karachi following cardiac
arrest.

Referring 1o Sidhwa as “a noble man
who always stood For truth, righteous-
ness, fair play, justice and service to
humanity,” Muhammad Ralig
Tarar, the present president of
Pakistan, remarked in his con-
dolence letter, “he was a real
dearvesi who lived less for him-
self and more for others.”

“His sound knowledge of
law, analytical approach, deep
appraisal of facts and rational
conclusions,” were commented
upon by the Chiel Justice of
Pakistan, Sajjad Ali Shah at a
full court reference in Sidhwa's
honor in Islamabad on April 15,
1997, “Law journals and peri-
odicals are replete with his judg-
menis published therein which speak
volumes for themselves demonstrating
indisputably his ability, knowledge and
proficiency in all branches of law.”
added the Chief Justice commending
his landmark judgments involving the
Federation of Pakistan or the President
of Pakistan. At the commencement of
any hearing Sidhwa was always Tound
sitting in prayer, his eyes closed for a
couple of moments, recalled Shah,

“He sat with us for less than three
years,” acknowledged the then acting
Chief Justice of Pakistan Nasim Hasan
Shah at the full court reference on the
eve of Sidhwa's retirement in 1992
“Even in this short period (he) exhib-
ited a remarkable originality of mind
and displayed complete independence
of outlook.”

A judge should hear the matier with
an open mind but rule on the case with
his heart totally aligned with the head
was Sidhwa's beliel as recalled by Dr
Khalid Ranjha. advocate general,
Punjab at the full court refercnce in
1997, In his determination o dispense
fair justice, Sidhwaalwaystried torcach
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the crux of the problem. *While hearning
criminal matiers his lordship displayed
a very pragmatic approach. He ofien
said that an investigating of ficer always
knew the real facts but seldom gave true
evidence in court,” stated Ranjha. “He
had compassion and vet he was lirm.”
abserved Ranjha, adding, “Having
achieved the place that he did, he never
Naunted his position, legal acumen or

Stellowear: ratienal conclusions

knowledyee. He appeared alone and shy,
however, o people who cared 10 gel
closer, he was warm, affectionae and
indulgent.”

Sudhwa was called upon 1o judge on
the domestic front oo as he admitted Lo
Ranjha when introducing bis mother
and his wile on the oceasion of bis silver
wedding anniversary celebrations, In
his inimitable style he joked. “Some-
times these ladies do not get on oo well
with cach other. Anyhow, [ make no
hesitation in telling them that neither of

them is entitled to impinge upon the

rights ol the other.”

His election by the UN General As-
sembly as one of the 11 judges 1o serve
on the United Mations International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugo-
slavia at The Hague was considered a
befitting tribute o his “high credentials
as an outstanding jurist, and a manifest
reflection of the confidence reposed in
(his) honesty and impartiality by the
international community.” remarked
Wasim Sajjad. current chairman of the

Senate of The Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan. Particularly significant was the
fact that Sidhwa, despite being a Zoroas-
trian, was chosen o represent his Islamic
nation on the Tribunal which examined
the atrocitics perpetrated on Muslims in
the Bosnia-Herzegovina region.

During his term of office from 1993
until 1996 when he resigned due to ill
health (he was sulfering from cancer),
“Judge Sidhwa made outstanding con-
tributions to the laying of the founda-
tion for the work of the Tribunal, its
legal thinking, and to the cause of jus-
tice in the former Yugoslavia,” stated
UN seceretary general Kol A
Annan in his condolence let-
ler. Similar sentimenls were
expressed by the president of
the Tribunal, Antonio Cassese
who wrote, “Judge Sidhwa was
a very wise and perceplive
member of the Tribunal and
his contributions to the work
of the Tribunal have a historic
value which can be measured
only by time itself.” He is sup-
posed to have been at the fore-
front while drafting a two-vol-
ume handbook prescribing
rules and regulations and other
procedures to be adopted by the nascent
Tribunal.

Prior 1o this appointment Sidhwa
had served as minister for law and par-
liamentary affairs and irrigation and
power in the Caretaker Punjab Govern-
ment for three months. His longest term
of government office was as judge of
the Lahore High Court from 1978 1o
1989, His book, The Lahore High Court
and its Principal Bar, 1866-1988 is
considered the only source book on the
history of this institution. Yet another
long innings Sidhwa served was as ad-
ministrator general and official trustee,
West Pakistan from 1966 to 1978, The
highlights of his career were carried in
a pamphlet circulated by the Zoroas-
trian Association of Pakistan at the
memorial meeting on April 27, 1997 in
honor of Sidhwa and the lale Justice
Dorab Patel. As carly as 1968 the gov-
crnment of Pakistan had nominated his
name for inclusion in the United Na-
lions register of experts in legal and
other fields.

The same vear, 1950, in which he
completed his law graduation from the
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Punjab University, Sidhwa had also
passed the Central Superior Services
Examination. He was even offered the
post of superintendent, central excise
and land customs, and later the post of
cantonment ¢xecutive officer. But he
declined both and opted to enrol as a
pleader in the District Courts of Lahore
in 1951, as an advocate in the Lahore
High Court in 1953 and as an advocale
in the Supreme Court of Pakistan in
1958. He had acquired proficiency in
both the civil and criminal fields, and
made frequent appearances in the supe-
rior courts on behalf of the state and the
government. “He always used to come
o the court fully prepared and would
render assistance in a manner which
was highly appreciated...” acknowl-
edged the chief justice. Alongside his
legal practice he also taught at the Funjab
University Law College for over two
decades as recalled by grateful students
who are now well established names in
the profession.

The building blocks for the Surat
born Sidhwa's character and personal-
ity were laid during his school days
{primary schooling at Cathedral School,
Lahore and Senior Cambridge from St
Anthony's High School, Lahore), as
analyzed by Sajjad Ali Shah. His middle
school was five miles afar from his
village which he used to attend by foot,
traversing a distance of 10 miles daily.
This then was the beginning of traits
and characteristics “of achieving goals
with persistent determination, hard work
and honesty of purpose.” But travelling
was not the only hurdle for the young
Sidhwa. Being the only child of a wid-
owed mother (his father had died when
he was but nine years of age), to assist
in the management of Excelsior restau-
rant on McLeod Road, Lahore, which
was the family’s only source of income,
he was often manning the cash register,
it was related in a write-up by Teenaz
Javat,

With The Lahore Parsi Anjuman he
continued 1o have enduring ties until his
resignation as president of the Anjuman
in 1996. Since 1959 when he started as
managing committee member, until the
end, his services were enlisted for legal
work concerning the Anjuman affairs
and propertics, notes a resume by the Anju-
man honorary sceretary B. H. Engincer.

“Mr Sidhwa has served the Parsi
community of Lahore, both as mentor
and as an active member of various
trusts with a humility and zeal 1o be
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emulated,” it was mentioned in the
centenary brochure of the Bai Avanbai
Ardeshir Cooper Agiary Trust. As man-
aging trustee, chairman and patron of
this Trust at various times he has been
given credit for dispensing good legal
advice, for handling the finances of the
Trust in impeceable order, for his in-
volvement in the building of the Agiary
on its present site, and for serving as the
guiding spirit in organizing the cente-
nary celebrations of the Agiary in 1993
and compiling a history of the 100-
year-old fire-temple.

He had also found time to work on
The District Grand Lodge of Pakistan,
1869-1969, a source book on the his-
tory of Masonic lodges in Pakistan
under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of England. He was a very ac-
tive member of the District Grand Lodge
of Pakistan. Being a keen philatelist, he
not only collected stamps and first day
covers, but authored Sidhwa's Cata-
logue, Pakistan Stamps, Errors and
Varicties. 1947-1978, the only such
compilation. In fact, writing could be
listed among his hobbies, mentions his
daughter-in-law Zarnak, who being a
secretary by profession “had the privi-
lege of typing out all (his) articles.” His
interest also lay in astrology and meta-
physics.

Known to be a deeply religious Zo-
roastrian, he had great respect for Islam
too, its Muslim saints and its Sufi phi-
losophy. In his article, “The sacred
sojourn,” carried in Parsiana, Febru-
ary-March 1997, he had compared the
attitude of Zoroastrians setting out on a
pilgrimage to Udvada with his Muslim
associate’s proceeding o Mecca and
had expressed concern about the future
of the Zoroastrian religion and its priests.
“Spiritual levels are not raised by finan-
cial benefits, though these may remove
some of the irritants... Our own spiri-
wal evolution can bring about the nec-
essary changes in the mental and spiri-
tual levels of our din dasturs... T only
implore all pious souls to maintain their
{aith,” he beseeched. “They should con-
stantly scck something higher, some-
thing which will raise their spiritual
levels. By so doing, we will be spiritu-
ally stronger and bring about a general
revival to meet the challenges of the
new millennium...”

The respected judge is survived by
his wife Roshan, sons Yazdi and Sohrab,
and daughters Kermin Soli Parakh and
Dhun Farokh Setna,

KALEIDOSCOPE '98...
continued from page 60

the various venues, coordinating ef-
fortlessly withcolleagues and *star guests’
(some with inflammable egos) with
oodlesof tactand omnipresent cellphones.
Adds Bisney, *The planning started some
time in September/October 1996, when
we realized that we would be completing
10 years of service to the communily.
Around that time we put forth a proposal
o host the '97 Youth Seminar.” But a
last-hourdecision by the convening body,
Federation of Zoroastrian Youth Asso-
ciations (FOZYA) accorded the privi-
lege to Vadodara, as that city had not
hosted one earlier. The TCZYL how-
ever, having already got into the act,
decided 1o go ahead with the planning
and execution of a youth meet on their
own soil. Bisney, a founder-president
(and currently treasurer) of FOZYA had
noted from his experience (and he has
plenty of it, having attended eight of 11
meets) that such fora seldom have a
focus. “Elders spoke and youngsiers were
forced to sit and listen, There was very
little involvement of the youths them-
selves.” He sought to remedy this failing,
and the seeds of K '98 were sown.

Probably, so as not to invite unchari-
table comments on holding a parallel
youth meet, the TCZYL pegged K "98
right from the start as its way of celebrat-
ing a decade of service, and latched on to
the theme of 50 years of Indian Indepen-
dence to bill it as a double commemora-
live tribute,

Yet perhaps it's not premature, lo
write an clegy on the decade-old manner
of conducting youth seminars. As
Bombay's HPY coordinator Diana Mar-
fatia says, “IU's time to do away with
annual conferencesthat waste our time...”
K '98 had a purpose, and TCZYL en-
sured it was well served. But whether it
could be a format for future youth semi-
nars is for the youths todetermine. Bisney
himself is sagely non-committal. “Per-
sonally,” he says, “this may be our last go
at such a mega-event. The core group of
TCZYL now has other priorilies,” eyes
veering off with paternal attention to his
two small children. It is now for the next
lot 10 come forward, and take on the
work. Of course, we shall be around to
guide and assist them.” And is the next
batch revved up to replicate the event?
“All good things don’t come to an end,”
tinkles Tanaz Wadia, “they only get bet-
ter.” Though in what direction may re-
main a mool point.
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