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READERS' FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interast to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

A people of destiny
As [ opened and read the June issue in
Kansas City — a laid-back community
of mid-Westerners far from the hustle
and bustle of metropolitan America —
I was filled with pride and excitement
to see the front cover display Ruby Hall
in Poona, and generously splashed
across the pages were photos of Dr
Heetor and Tehmi Grant, son Purvez,
Anu Aga. Adi uncle and Jini aunty,
Freny Grant, Rusi Batlivalla et al. All
my family. And in the same issue was
the struggling community of Neemuch.
Isolated in the middle of India. this
community fights 1o survive and retain
its identity against great odds.

The Parsis will not perish from this
earth. We have been through worse. We
arc a people of destiny. We are special.

We need to once again rise 1o the task of

puiting this vast fragmented commu-
nity 1ogether so our children know their
roots and whence they came from. With
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the Internet and all the wealth of infor-
mation it brings, there is a compelling
reason why a spider web of communi-
tics around the world be grouped 10-
gether Tor local, regional, national and
continental support — synergistically.

The Jewish community has done a
marvellous job of stitching together
diverse communitics around the world
under one ag. This harks back 1o the
days of yore when a Parsi anywhere was
a Parsi Dirstand then a Brit, or an Indian,
or a (spoilt) Yankee! There was pride in
being a Parsi then, After all, wherever
they weni, the local communitics were
naming streets and parks and hospitals
afier the grean Parsi builders and bene-
laciors.

It is true that a whole generation of
Parsis [rom the early 19605 were in-
volved in a massive and a dispersive
migration, the likes of which we have
never experienced belore. We are now
represented i all the continents of the
wiorld, As we seitle down 1o the mun-
dane regimen ol raising a Family, estab-
lishing our roots and blending into the
landscape ol the local community, |
propose that we establish ourselves as
the tallest tree in the area, bring pride
and sell-gsteem back into the commu-
nity of Zoroastrians. Let our children be
proud of their heritage. Only by taking
on a global vision can we expect o
achieve in today’s changed environ-
ment the same sense of loyalty, unity,
camaraderie, brotherhood that we had
in Bombay as | was growing up.

When [ was growing up, the “Parsas’

ol Bombay were a motley group of

disparate communitics. From the ‘aris-
tocrats” of Churchgate and Pedder Road

1o the middle-class communmities of

Dadar and Cusrow Baug 1o the modest
communitics ol Grant Road and the
charity buildings. We played cricket
together, we had riends all across town
and we dated across sociocconomic
lines. But we were all Parsis lirst, lasi
and everything in belween,

Today, we are poised on the thresh-
old of synergising our clforts through
the coming together of the three main
coverning bodics ol our community:
the World Zoroastrian Organisation,
The Federation of Zoroastrian Associa-
tions of Morth America and the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet. They are collectively
doing a magnilicent job. I they would

put together a team of well respected
negotiators that would hammer out the
details for a world body constitution,
we Parsis could soon see the re-emer-
gence of the greatest community of
people, NOSHIR L. HANSOTIA

Kansas, UsA

Sanctity of dokhmas

The trustees of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet (BPP) arc aware that our
communily atlaches a greal sentimenl
and emotional value to the environ-
mentally [riendly system of dokhme-
nashini which has admirably withstood
the test, vicissitude and vagaries of
time. Keeping in mind the sentimenis
of the community, the trustees reiterate
that their intention is o strengthen the
sysiem, not 1o change il

It is a known fact that for various
reasons such as rapid urbanization,
heavy infusion of pesticides in crops,
mechanical processing at abattoirs, elc
the global population of vultures is de-
clining. The BPP trustees have been
scized of the siwation for quite some
time now, and have already undertaken
various measures to ensure that the
system of dokhmenashini largely re-
mains unaffected.

The BPP trustees have heen in con-
sultation with our High Priests, Dastur
Kaikhusroo JamaspAsa and Dastur
Firoze Kotwal. They have also con-
sulted other respected members of our
communily such as Khojeste Mistree,
Dr Homi Dhalla, Noshir Dadrawala,
Ervad Parvez Bajan, Ervad Ramiyar
Karanjia, Ervad Rooyintan Peer, Ervad
K. M. Dastoor and Adi Doctor who are
knowledgeable about the issues in ques-
tion and have been making available
the benefits of their expertise.

Our scholars have all maintained
that the primary source of disposal are
the rays of the sun or Khorshed Nagi-
rashni, and the role of the vullures,
whilst secondary, is albeil important,
not from any scriptural point of view,
but because over the years it has proved
1o be very effective.

However, we live in times that are
quite distinct from the earlier ones, and
whilst continuing with our revered sys-
tem of dokhmenashini, we now have 1o
come Lo terms with reality and address
the issues that have unfolded before us.

The BPP irustees have already taken
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the professional advice of a UK based internationally re-
nowned lady who s the owner/director of the world's largest
nstitute on birds of prey. She was invited 10 visit our estate,
whichshe has done. and has forwarded her report which deals
on the various methods of raising vultures in captivity.

Keeping in focus, various statutory constraints and reli-
gious sensitivities, the BPP trustees have to proceed with
extreme caution. This is at the very best a long-term projeci
which may or may not crystallize, depending on vanous
reasons, happily, none of them being lack of interest by the
lrustees

In close coordination with the BPP trustees, a small team
of well-intentioned, committed and dedicated Zoroastrian
professionals is also working towards introducing various
measures which would reinforce our existing system of
dokhmenashini. They are pooling their talents in diverse
arcas, all of which enjoy the sanction of our high priesis and
scholars.

The intention of this write-up is to keep members of the
community abreast of the steps being taken by the BPP as il
is apprehended that ill informed comments on this matter in
the Press may be deleterious o the community 's interests.

DINSHAW TAMBOLY

Trustee,. Bombay Parst Pure I:.::..-l

More “*Parsi myths”

With reference to a couple of letters in the Apnil "99 issue of
Parsiana (namely “Outlived the dokhmas?” and “The three
Parsi myths”), | embark uwpon this humble effort, not o
provide any justilication for our time-tested tarikats, but
instead 10 drive home a point that just because we are in the
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nuclear age does nol mean we do away
with our long-standing customs and
traditions. For il we do, what do we
have lelt? Whercas, in most cases the
Zarathushti religion is explainable sci-
entifically, there are certain aspects of
it (like every other religion) that may
not seem o make much sense in this day
and age, and yet these are very vital for
the preservation of our faith,

In “Outlived the dokhmas?" the
wriler has decided that the dokhmas
need 1o be done away with, because of
one seene ina movie wherein he wit-
nessed a vullure “tearing apart and de-
vouring its prey.” The writer should
consider himsell fortunate not 1o have
wilnessed the digging up of a grave.
The horror of the sight of millions ol
maggols devouring a corpse is Fir more
disturbing but just because this decay
occurs beneath the ground, some people
are of the opinion that it is kinder 1o the
dead. We couldn't be further away from
the truth. As for the Dames of an incin-
erator, what they do to the body behind
the iron door is best left unsaid. But
again, the only thing positive about this
is that the process is actually shielded
from our CVCes, Whereas no one seems
curious enough to dig up graves and sce
what happens underncath, or in the
workings ol the incinerators, people for
some reason seem o be obsessed with
entering our dokhmas.

As lTor making the dokhmas more
elfficient 1o suit present-day needs, sieps
are being 1aken by the concerned au-
thorities o facilitate the speedy de-
struction ol the corpse, without deviat-
ing Irom the basic mode of disposal, i.e.
Khorshed Nagirashni. As for the odor
the people put up with in the vicinity of
the Towers these people should con-
sider themselves fortunate 1o live in
such a lush and lovely part of Bombay,
for there are millions who live in ap-
palling conditions, with the smell of
sewage, amidst indusirial pollution,
chemical radiation, in the vicinity ol
crematoria where the air abounds in the
ashes ol the dead. Instead of becoming
a community of wingers and linding
fault with every religious dictum of
ours, it 1s high time that Parsis use their
betier intellect for the betierment of the
community. Just because the Zarathushti
religion is tolerant of eriticism 1o itself
docs not give people the license Lo lash
oul al it via the printed or any other
media lor that matter. People are free fo
mike choices in the Zarathushti reli-
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gion and then live out the consequences
of such an act. Similarly. one can choose
one’s mode of exit, i.e. via burial, cre-
mation or exposure, but asking for an
ancient tradition 1o be changed because
it seems repulsive 1o some, well that's
another thing alwgether!

As for “The three Parsi myths,” why
three, depending on how you look at it
everything in a religion is myth. Is it
not? Will people be asking next lor
proof that our Prophet Zarathushira
existed? Just because there are a few
hymns ascribed o this seer in the past,
is it enough proofl of his existence? Did
the able writer stop wearing his sudreh-
kusti when the bullet-prool vesl was
invented for bodily protection? [ am
sure nol. One may wonder aboul the
relevance of certain age-old rituals, but
1o demand a scientilic explanation for
them, and in the absence of which 10
call for their being done away with,
amounts o childishness. A people with-
out a tradition are like a ship without a
rudder! All great religions survived
because of the importance placed by
them on ritual.. whether it be circumci-
sion of newborns or sacrilicing of ani-
mals in the name ol God, whether it be
Sunday Mass, or the sacred application
of bull’s urine.

Even the army and navy of a nation
have a number of elaborate rituals.
Horses are still extensively used inthese
rituals (in parades, ete) although the
automated car has been long invented.
Now il horses are sull a part of an
army s ritual, can we not justily keep-
ing the intrinsic bits ol our tarikats
which themselves arc steeped in sei-
ence? Just as we do not forsake the
power of prayer in spite of the vasi
advantages made by medicine, simi-
larly it would be quite out ol the ques-
ton W saenlice the conseerated nirang
in favor ol Dettol!

Then there are many things science
cannol cxplain, for example, how a bee
can (ly, or even why out of all the
known planets in the universe, why is it
only Earth that developed life forms? If
we humans still have the dignity to
retain the relevance of Almighty God in
this nuclear age. surcly we can make
place for His prophets and the com-
mandments expounded by them and by
their closest disciples?

And in the words of our own beloved
Prophet Nabi Zarathushira (Yasna 53.0,
I quote Irom the more poetic rendition
by Dr J. N. Sidhva):

*The lures of untruth which appear 10
altract,
Will actually from your spiritual selves
detracl.
The veil of dim light of those bearing
WO
Doth obscure the deceit of truthfulness’
loe.
These wicked ones who are the bearers
ol strile

Do verily pervert our spiritual life.”
PASHMINA M. CONTRACTOR
Kuthmandu, Mepal

“Parity with priests”

In response 1o “Parity with priesis™ by
Dali Gundevia (Readers” Forum, Par-
sterar, February-March 1999) 1 wish o
quote some memorable instances which
[ will carry throughout my life. In De-
cember 1997, T attended a jashan cer-
emony at Cama Baug, Bombay per-
formed by Ervad Keki Ravji where
prayers were recited in 2 unique man-
ner, with true emotion. After the jashan
ceremony | was told by a [riend of mine
that had I heard the prayers recited by
his father the late Ervad Kavas Ravji. |
would have experienced a soul-stirring
sensation.

On another occasion in March 19949,
jashan prayers were recited in a loud
clear voice by Homi Govadia of Mahim,
at our flat in Shapur Baug. Never have
I witnessed so serene an atmosphere. |
felt I was in minoi jehan (divine spiri-
tual world). FAROKH NAVAROIN DARUWALA

] Middlesex, UK

Calcutta Club’s reunion
Nestled among the little tents that dot
the spacious open maidan in the heart of
Calcutta lies the Calcutta Parsee Club
(CPC). Founded in 1908, it boasts of the
cheapest membership in the world. Yet
it gives much more Lo its members and
the community than it receives.

Mine months ago, the Club celebrated
its 90th anniversary with a series of
well-attended functions spread over a
month. We are now organizing a Mil-
lennium Reunion of our many members
and well-wishers and invite all Parsis of
Calcutia origin 1o attend. Many of you
are now seltled in different parts of the
globe bul continue to give moral and
lnancial supportto your beloved Parsee
Club. This will be a unique evenl al
which we expect a minimum of 100
out-of-towners. if not more.

The celebrations, presently planned

continued on page 52
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Eventsand
Personalities

Effective youths

An clectrocardiogram (ECG) machine,
a blood pressure monitor, an mstrument
sterilizer, an x-ray viewing light, an
examination light, a pathological 1est
kit and a kerosene and diesel operated
generator were among the equipment

gilied 1o Udvada’s Seth M. C. . 1

Damanwala Charitable Dispen-
sury by the W20 (Waorld Zoro-
astrian Organisation) Youth
Wing, according to a wrile-up
submitted by Zubin Mistry. "This
charitable dispensary is a
boon...10 the residents and visi-
torsan the village,” added Mistry
specilying that Bs 60000 was
spent by the WZO Youlth Wing
o provide better Facihities there.

I'he clderly residents ol
Udvada will now no longer necd
tiy travel far for prompt and elTi-
cient medical aid, commented
Keki Dastur, president of the
Damanwala Trust, a1 2 [unction
on June 20, 1999 at the idyllic
two-storeyed seaside dispensary.
He congratulated the WZO
Youth Wing on its continuing
elforts o improve the quality ol
lile in Udvada through its long-
tlenm “Project Udvada.” Dasiur
mentioned that the Dispensary
wits founded in 1867 and tha
the present premises were donated by
the Sir Ratan Tata Trust in 1924, Major
repairs i 1995 were mide possible
through ihe largesse of the W20 Trusi
Funds and Cyrus Unwala,

Expressing the hope that the resident
diwtor Chetan: Ondiae would  continue
here [or a long time and that the rapid
lwrmover of doctors ol the Damanwala
Dispensary. would halt. Sarosh Bana,
president of the WZ0 Youth Wing out-
linedl their future plans: Whilst recogniz-
ing the need to help the residents he urged”

B Pzt Sepvernbar. 15609

them 1o dentily their reguircments and
come forward with possible solutions.
The Youth Wing is keen 1o stan a
eymkhana, selup a permanent exhibition
on Udvada and the Iranshah, revive the
local community center, open an old
people’s home and have Udvada de-

Top: Bana addressing the gatfiering
af Elelverclen’ s Dimamwala Dhispensar
Belone: Yourhs whe participaced in
WO s treasure hunt

¢lared i a heritage precinet and a pilgrim
center. “He debunked the misgivings ol
certain vested interests that the Youth
Wing was attempting 1o aler the basic
character of Udvada by Faciliuating in-
dustries to be mtrodueced into the area, He
assured the audience that the Youth
Wing's objective was not only 1o retain
the wentity of this sacred haven ol the

Iranshah but 1o restore it o its {ormer
glory by encouraging traditional local
cralts: hke the weaving of kustis and
torans,” as per Mistry's report.

The members of the Youth Wing
then entertained the gathering with their
banner song, Ud! Ud! Ud! Udvacla,
composed by Homi Bana, which
was also sung on March 21,
1999 when the second anniver-
sary of the Youth Wing was
celebrated. At the Jamshedi
Navroz [unction al Bombay's
Sophia Bhabha Auditorium, Adi
Marzban's popular natak
Dinshaji ma Debba Gul was per-
formed by the famous Yazdi
Karanjia troupe from Surat 1o
raise funds specifically for their
“Project Udvada,” as pera wrile-
up submitted by Zenmia Mustry.
Eminent ¢conomist and Tata
Sons director Dr Fredie Mehia
who was the chief guest on the
occasion expressed his personal
interest in the development of
Udvada and exhorted all Parsis
1o lend their support.

The active Youth Wing or-
ganized yel another function, a
treasure hunt in the morning of
June 6, 1999 which was flagged
ofl from the Parsi Gymkhana,
Organized by Zubin Mistry and
Armin Choksey, 24 teams comprising
nearly 100 individuals  participated in
the event that took them past Malabar
Hill, Warden Road, Mahalaxmi, Prabha-
devi, Byculla, Tardeo. Colaba, Culfe
Tarade, Nariman Point and back again
to the Gymkhana in time for a lunch of
chicken dhansak and mutton kebabs,
The winning team captained by Phiroze
Katrak got the first prize of Rs 1,000
plus a dinner for four al the Chung Fa
Restaurant on Warden Road, the eam
caplained by Kaizad Misiry won the
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second prize of Rs 750 and Roshan
Elvia’s team won the third prize of Rs
SN as per the details from Sanober
Italia. Credit for the successiul organi-
zation of this hunt should also go 10
Rusi Bhumgara, joint treasurer of WZO
(Inehia) and honorary secretary of the
Parsi Gymkhana, states Italia, pleased
that the occasion provided an opportu-
mity for imteraction and bonhomie.

Molding young minds
The attitude of most of us is *Lam happy
and even proud to be a Parsi but 1 am
alraid I don’t know too much about my
religion.” With this frank but woelul
adimission, there is linde we can do 1w
nstil religious values in our children ai
a junciure when awareness and pride in
our identity as Zoroasteians is a must il
wie wint the coming generation o carry
Torward uurh..hgmn inta the next mil-
lennium.

Making an invaluable contribution
1o the Parsi community of Nagpur,
Marges Desai has started Sunday school
clusses inreligion for young children. A
human dynamo with the cnergy and
enthusiasm of a 16-year-old, Desai a
61 has recently retired as a senior of-
licer from the Central Bank of
Indiaand her hushand Naval is
an ervad. They are a deeply =
religious couple with knowl-
edge and awareness of reli-
gious theology and ritual. Whan
sels this couple apart from most
others is the sincere effort they
make 1o spread this zeal and o
awaken the community from
ils sense ol apathy. Since dedi-
cated mobeds are in short sup-
ply. Narges would like to vol-
unieer 10 be the first female
priest. She is often the chore-
ographer and inspiration: b

N T
;
| -
B
| A X5
A3
Wi
e
T
b
A-ferce pouss - ( :
A0 F g Seplambar 159

EA Fiijeas -

hind many of the Zoroastrian oriented
stage productions and [ashion shows
pul up by the Nagpur Gymkhana,

What began four years ago with a
neighbor’s daughter pestering her with
questions about our prayers and rituals
and listening wide-eved 1o stories of
Persian Kings and conquerors, soon at-
tracted more and more youngsiers.
“With minds like sponges, cager and
ready to absorb, it became both a plea-
sure and a challenge for me 1o expend
my time and energy in teaching chil-
dren about our religion,” says Narges.

Az more parents came o know ol
these classes, more children joined them,
Today about 30 happy. chattering chil-
dren fill every nook and corner of the
Desai living room on Sundays between
1030 a.m. and 12 noon. They start by
learning the hasic prayers with their
correct pronunciation and intonation
and Khodaiji ma 101 nam, They then
proceed 1o learm the names of the res
and the nrales, the Gathas, the yazads,
the farohars, All this is tught in play.
without any pressure, making it a fun
cxperience for the children. Snacks too
are invariably served al the Desais’
expense,

Some Sundays are
devoted 1o drawing on
Zoroasirian themes.
The navjole prayers
are taught along with
the significance of the
sudreh and kusti, the
number of seams that
gointo the making of a
sudreh, the number of
strands of lamb’s wool
that are twisted into
kusti. The lighlight as
far a% the children are
concerned are stores
Irom the Shah Nameal

LY
e,

and all of them love acting episodes
from it. The older children form a me-
lodious choir to sing Gujarati songs al
communily lunclions.

Alter an hour at the Desai home the
little army of young Zoroastrians troops
oul o the agiary next door. They are
taught the dos and don’ts of behavior
inside a firc-temple. They end their
class with a beautiful ritwal. The chil-
dren make a circle, holding hands and
chant in unison Khshraothra Alura
Mazdao, Ashem Vohu.. . As the lasi
sounds of this high powered prayer stop
reverberating around the high ceiling of
the agiary, they stand silent with cyes
closed and are told to feel the encrgy ol
their words {Tow from one clasped hand
Lo another, binding them in a circle of
Zoroastrian togetherness.

lnavar Hlu}:u,:}:.ﬂ

First in University

“Binaifer Sarosh Patel has proved her
meltle by secuning the highest marks in
Gujarat University Third Year BCom
examimation with a grand total of 628
marks (79 percent).” This commenda-

tion for Patel dated July 12, 1999 was
from C. B. Raval, principal of Ahmeda-
"She

bad’s H. A. College of Commerce. *
will be awarded
gold medal for stand-
ing first in the Col-
lege as well as in the
Gujarat University,”
adds the principal
mentioning  that
other gold medals
and merit prizes will
also be awarded for Parel: high

her performance in scorer

different subjects.

Whilst the commerce graduate spe-
cialized in accountancy and auditing,
among all her papers, her best perfor-
mance al the external ¢xami-
nation was in the subject Ele-
ments of Business Statistics
where she scored 68 out of 70,
At the internal examination
she had scored a full 30 out ol
M) in business laws,

Tall and shim. Patel had won
the H. A. College personality
contest in 1996 and was
crowned The Carmel Queen in
95 and 96 by her alma mater

Neargis Desai (center, back
ronw) with Nagpur's
enthusiastic children and
semne inspired drawings
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Mount Carmel School, Ahmedabad. Al
the all Indixintercollegiate fashion show,
Chaos 97, held at the Indian Institute of
Management, she had stood second, notes
her curriculum vitae.

Twenty-year-old Patel is also fond
of composing pocms, painting, music
andd dancing.

The gay crusader
“Elfervescent teacher, delightful per-
son, trusted (riend, prolific poet, com-
mitted crusader for the rights of homo-
sexuals. that's Hoshang Merchant,”
notes the introduction 1o the three-page
article titled “Gay abandon™ by N. U.
Abhilash in The Week, Apnil 4, 1999,

Heren there is food for thought. for
the soul, for the senses as the highs and
lows in Merchant's 52-year life span
are candidly re-
ated. He recounts
infimale
dotes from his life
with unabashed
[rankness. 1 live
by no book, |
write my own
hook.™ Mer-
chant’s lines [rom
his collection ol
poems The Bird-
lesy Cage aptly
deseribe his na-
tre. All his 12 collections except the
one brought owt by Rupa were pub-
lished by The Writer's Workshop,
Calconta, Stone o Fruit was his st
hoak published 10 years ago.

“My generation has not given me a
good deal. Respect, adulation,
love. ahey have come from the siu-
dents.” conlessed the professor ol En-
glishan the Hyderabad University whose
way aetivism is through discursive pa-
pers. Lilks and even books such as the
anthology he edited on Gay Wniling
from India to be published by Penguin.
*1 hope that the book enables Indian
sociely o understand homosexuality.”
expressed Merchant,

ANCy-

Werchant: “write
ary oo hook™

Piwaba: T ook

Well over a hundred

Mosl Zoroastrian cenlenarians make
news when they cross 100, But Lup
Nusserwanji Patel, who according 1o
the death list provided by the Bombay
Parsi Punchaver was agzed around 112
years il the time ol her death on June
1, 1999, had not observed her cente-
nary milestone because herson Dinshaw
hael died then, according (o a family
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source, Khurshid Pardiwala,

Patel had been residing with the
Pardiwalas since the carly "70s ever
since her younger sister Cooverbai
Pestonji Pardiwala, Khurshid’s mother-
in-law, was diagnosed as a cancer pa-
tient. Prior 1o that she had been living
with her brother Edulp Pardiwala be-
lieving that 1o be her maternal home
while her husband’s family was based
in Pardi. Refusing 1o stay with her two
married daughters Khorshed Pesi
Bulsara and Tehmi Eruch Merchant,
Patel insisted that she was more at home
innephew Dhunjishah Pardiwala’s (pro-
prictor ol Colaba’s Causeway Chemist)
houschold whichincludes sister Soono,
wile Khurshid, and children Pauroo-
shasp and Rayvomand. “My children
would relate better with her than with
us,” admits Khurshid.

Borm and brought up in Pardi. Taiji
wis the second child in a Family of six
sons and Tour daughiers. She had swudied
up o the fourth standard a0 the local
school in Pardi and was Known o move
around without inhibitions in herijarand
jlerfl when other girls her age were
draped ina sari. She wis fond of stitching
and embroidery, and believed in per-
forming all the prayer rituals for the
depanted in the Family which in those
days were undertaken - the residence
alter ensuring that the code of purity was
well maintained. At the Family house in
Pardi she also maintained the Pirbabji mi
dargah, ashrine frequented by those who
believed i this sami.

Since her husband’s demise in 1947

Patef (right) enfoving her et tea
ctned (Belonw ) withe feveily Khirshiel,
Dhunjishal and Soonoo Pardivala

she chose 1o seule in Bombay. Until
then she had been living with her step-
mother-in-law at Pardi but was never
happy there as she was not permitied 1o
accompany her husband who was look-
ing after the family’s agricultural lands
at Velparve. states Khurshid.

Accustomed to a simple hifestyle,
she was an accommodating and con-
tented individual who even in her old
age was never i burden on the relatives,
maintains Khurshid who recalls Patel
trying to case their tension and fatigue
after they had returned from work. On
getling up in the morning, Patel was
fond of drinking piping hot tea which
she could manage on her own. Until o
few years ago, during mealtime Patel
would be seated on her parlo (low stool ),
her head covered with a mathabanu, a
napkin spread on her lap. Her intake of
snulf which she enjoyed was stopped in
the last four years.

She was [airly mobile and could
even bathe by herself unul last year.
Her facultics of sight and hearing as
also her memory were [ortunately in-
tact 1l the end. She could recall past
incidents as also names and nicknames
ol rebatives and the days of the month as
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per the Zoroastrian calendar. Even in
the last five days of her life when she
wis conlined Lo bed Patel was reluctant
e lel a doctor examine her on the
rationale: * Péta doctor i karvana (what
good will a doctor do?)?" in her Lypical
Gujarau accent.

Creative yet mechanical

“(His) advice on things mechanical, on
legal matters. and on packaging and
advertising (his sphere of specializa-
tion) has always been sought by many
and given by Adil Godrej Bharucha
emhusiastically and expertly, complete
with wagging index finger,” notes a

Bharichea:
peneranng
respect for the
(A1)

wrile-up by Beh-
ram S, Nagar-
willa ol Ahmed-
nagar. Although
presently based
i Poona where
he runs his -
VErlisimg agency
Concepta. Bha-
rucha was for-
merly a resident of Ahmednagar.

One of his worthwhile contributions
is his Car Care Class, a full day course
conducted every alternate Sunday in
Poona to “help the average person un-
derstand his vehicle and at the same
time enable the person o conduct pre-
venlive maintenance and interpret

trouble signals before things get out of

hand.™ thus preventing an unscrupulous
mechanic Trom taking you for a ride,
mentions an article inthe Pune Times of
fndia of May 15, 19949,

With an opermtional, cutout skeleton
ol a car used in the demonstration,
Bharucha ensures that all the technical

Jargon like catalytic converter and turbo
charger are comprehensible 10 a lay-
man. Having driven a car since he was
10 years old and with machinery being
his hobby [or the last 40 years Bharucha
ensures that his course, aimed at the
housewile. studenis and retired persons,
not only educates but also generates a
respect for the complex machinery. ™'l
read, 1 forget; 1 see, | understand; I do,
I remember,” is Bharucha's principle,

The Sundays he is not involved with
four-wheelers, Bharucha takes wings.
He is a licensed pilot with 25 years®
expericnce. As vice chairman of a trust
which runs the Gurukul School and a
permancnt invitee on the advisory board
ol Ahmednagar’s 8. M. Joshi Biagnos-
tic Centre, he likes to set aside some of
his time and earnings for social welfare
work, mentions Nagarwalla. Bharucha's
wilie Feroza, the proprietor of Pune Ans
Theatre 15 a known educationist con-
ducting classes in speech, drama and
effective communication. Their son
Riyaz, a graduate in catering and hotel
management, markets cakes and choco-
lates and is a qualified specch and dra-
ma lutor.

Coenpaled by Pardnare M. Candhi
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Electing a trustee

The Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe
(ZTFE) trustee election of November 8,
1998 had to be rerun at a special general
meeting (SGM) on June 13, 1999,
Though seven months of controversy
intervened between the two events the
resultremained unaliered: former ZTFE
president Kersi Jasavala joined Cawas
Sethnaand Noshir Avari on the board of
trustees for a seven-year lerm.

In the Movember elections there had
been two original contestants lor the
post — Mack Dinshaw and Dr Firoze
Munshi. The latter however had to with-
draw as he was not a life member of the
ZTTE as prescribed by its constitution.
Whereas this could have led 1o Dinshaw
coming in unopposed, the day's chair-
min ind ZTFE president Dorab Mistry
chose 10 accept a nominee from the
Moor,atvariance withthe ZTFE s agenda
notice which had clearly stipulated that
nominations from the floor would not
be accepled. Jasavala was proposed by
Adi Billimoriaand seconded by Shehnaz
Mistry and Zal Sethna. Jasavala won by
amargin of 40 voles.

To document the evenis therealier
and Lo presentaclearer picture Rohinton
Irani who proposed Dinshaw's candida-
tlure on bhoth occasions, has writlen 1o
Parsiandaenclosing adossierof speeches
and letters. Y our prestigious magazine
had printed a related article in the April
99 issue. Due to some incorrect and
maligning statemenis, the article cre-
ated uneasiness,” he notes.

Parsiana’s report on the issue, based
oninterviews with Mistry and ZTFE vice
president Farokh Sorab, has been fauled
on five points by Irani in his leuer, by
Dinshaw and by World Zoroastrian
Organisation (WZO) president and ZTFE
life member Rumy Sethna in their
specches at the June 13 clection. The
disputed Parsiana slatements are repro-
duced below with the relevant criticisms:
*Parsiana: “Though Munshi agreed 1o
stand “alter some hesitation,” the com-
mitiee’s endorsement was nol unani-
mous, withMack Dinshaw, a WZO sym-
pathizer and ZTFE lile member of 37
years winning Rusi Dalal’s support,”

According to Irani, “People who
know Mr Mack Dinshaw, confirm that
he is not & supporter of WZ0. He sup-
ports ZTFE.”
=Parsigna: “Tillthe morning of the AGM
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Mistry and his fellow members were
unawire that their candidate Munshi
lacked one essential attribute of trusiee-
ship — he was not a life member,™

According 10 Sethna: “Dr Munshi
informs us that he told Mr Mistry that he
wits nol a life member at least 10 days
prior to the election. Then Mr Mistry
and Dr Munshi checked the register and
discovered that he was not alife member
— and yet Dr Munshi’s nomination was
accepled.”

According to Irani: “Thenat the SGM
on June 13, "99 Mr D. Mistry linally
admitted that Dr Firoze Munshi did tell
him many days belfore November 8, "98
that he was not a life member.”
*Parsicna: " Mac and [ resolved it be-
tween us on December |1, 98, informs
Mistry.”

Said Dinshaw: “There was an offi-
cial apology meeting convened and ai-
tended at my home on December 8,
19498 by select members of the commit-
tee (Farokh Byramjee. Busi Dalal and
the president Mr Dorab Mistry ). To the
horror of all present Mr D. Mistry, the
president of our association, shocked us
by asking me to destroy all correspon-
dence relating to the irregularity of the
clection of trustee. He said in turn he
would destroy from the files of ZTFE,
all similar correspondence. To this [did
nob agree. The conclusion of this meet-
ing was that both Mr Mistry and [ would
draft an agreed statement of apology 1o
be published in the next circular news-
letter, [teould be MrMistry’ s reluctance
1o acceplt the blame or it could be poor
advice given to Mr Mistry: the agreed
wording of the apology never material-
ized until May 14, 1999, Ladies and
gentlemen il that agreed version of the
apology had been published in January
1999, 1 had given my solemn assurance
that I would not seek another election.”

Dinshaw’s statement regarding
Mistry’s suggestion to desiroy the cor-
respondence between them was but-
tressed by Sethna: “To the person who
would not believe when Mack was speak-
ing about the tearing up of all the corre-
spondence which exisied between Mr
Dinshaw and the ZTFE. I would ¢on-
firm that I'was there at the meeting when
this statement was made by Mr Mistry,
the president. Surely seven of us would
nol have misheard him.”

According to Irani, Mistry in an at-

tempt to defend himself, swore on the
lives of his three young daughters that
he had made no such statement. “Ervad
Rustom Bhedwar had 1o intervene by
snatching away the microphone and
making a statement like *Please Dorab
stopil. We Zoroastrians do not swear..."™
writes [rani.

«Parsiana: “Unwilling 10 risk seven
yvears of attrition in case Dinshaw de-
cided to usc his trusteeship credentials
to stall the ZTFE team...”

Irani writes, “MrM. Dinshaw’s fault
was that, as a friend 1o others, he also is
afriend of Rusi Dalal... the main reasons
given regarding Mr M. Dinshaw were:
He is Rusi Dalal’s friend and “kacela
kanno cché (easily influenced).™

Dinshaw stated: *...on oath I siate
that [ am not here W cause a war of
altrition for seven years wasting both
mine and everybody else’s time. [ am
commitled to dealing with issues per-
taining to our ZTFE association and not
personalities.™ ;
*Parsigna: ™ Rusi Dalal is the only presi-
dent (of ZTFE} in recent history to gela
standing ovation from the community
when he announced that he had decided
Lo step down,” notes his successor Dorab
Mistry.”

Said Sethna: “As [ was not present (al
the AGM of 1997), Ido not know whether
Mr Dalal got a standing ovation. How-
ever, [do know from Mr Mistry himself,
that he informed Mr Dalal that should he
not resign, then Mr Mistry would stand
against Mr Dalal and, furthermore,
should Mr Mistry lose, then four of the
committee would resign. Rusi had no
option but to resign, Why then does Mr
Mistry speak of *standing ovation” when
he has manceuvred a Brutus Act?

Sethna further notes, “Inthe Parsiana
article, Mr Mistry has stated that WZ0's
Rumi Sethna. Shahpur Captain and
Prochi Colabavala wrote letters, and |
quote ‘protesting vehemently that [ had
done wrong by taking nominations from
the Moor.” All these letiers were wrillen
by long standing members of this ZTFE
association and not because they arc
also members of the WZO. It is high
time Mr Mistry realized this. May [ staie
that none of these letters were replicd 1o
by Mr Mistry."”

The newsletter of May 14 has pub-
lished an apology from the managing
committee which states: “This note 15 a
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lurther elaboration to the brief explana-

tion wrillten in our last newsletter of

February 2. 1999,

“As o result of the past election of

trustee held atthe AGM on November 8,
194935, the managing committee and the
president wish to highlight the follow-
ing:

“We accept that although there was
only one valid nomination of Mr Mack
Dinshaw for the position of trusice, the
presiding chairman, Mr Dorab Misiry
over-stepped his discretionary powers
by accepting further nominations [rom
the Moor of Mr Kersey Jasavala, in view
of the notice forelection of trustee which
specilicd that nominations from the Mloor
wionld not be accepted.

“We are grateful that in an endeavor
1o preserve harmony at the AGM. objec-
Lions or points of order lor conducting
the election were not raised Trom the
Moor at that meeting. I the assocition
were legally challenged. the most prob-
able outcome would be for us 10 rerun
the clection. The committee had also
overlooked the fact that Dr Firoze
Munshi whose nomination was not pro-
ceeded with was not a life member as
required by the articles.

“We the committee wish to thank Mr

Muack Dinshaw, Mr Kersey Jasavala
and Dr Firoze Munshi for being true
Zoroasirians, abstaiming Irom taking
any [further actions and giving us the
opportunity 1o rectily the situation. The
clection of a trustee has not been a
happy episode. However, thanks 1o the
community spirit of both our peers and
elders, we are sure that the association
will emerge happier and umited.”

This apology, an explantion note 10
the reelection and the notice to hold the
SGM for the reelection were the result
ol an agreed settlement through the so-
licitors, writes Irani,

According to Irani rumors had been
circulated alleging that Dinshaw had
Faced bankruptey. Dinshaw hadd strenu-
ously denounced the allegation: “In the
last seven months, my Gimily and have
been targets ol much malicious gossip.
This seems 1o have emanated (rom con-
Odential and restricted information,
termed “privileged information,” shared
with a person ol trust who has now
circulated this to certain members ol the
community. The rumors relate to bank-
rupley. For the record, | wish to stae
citegorically that neither [ nor my wile
nor any person inmy [amily has been
declared a bankrupt. The recession in

the “90s certainly had adverse elfects
on many businesses including mine but
with the support of my wife, Daulat. my
family and hard work, [ am completely
free of any debts.”

Jasavala won a second time with a
margin of 100 votes.

Mayor Maravala

Councillor Filly Maravala, elecied
Mayorol London’s Redbridge Borough,
wis presented a bouquet by the Indian
High Commissioner to the UK Lali
Mansingh who was the guest of honor at
the Jamshedi Navroz function organized
by the ZTFE at Zoroastrian House. An-
other prominent guest on the occasion,
best-selling author Lord JefTrey Archer
praised Maravala for participating in the
political life of the country even as he
urged Zoroastrians o carry forward the
parliamentary line pioneered by
Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir Muncherji Bhow-
nagerce and Shapurji Saklatwala. in-
forms the May L1, 1999 newsletier of
the ZTFE.

Joining the Labor party in 1980
Maravala was elected 10 Redbridge
Council in 1994 where he represented
Loxford Ward. Having served onanum-
ber of council commitlees, heading sev-

and

With Best Wishes From

Mr Rusy M. Shroff, mz.E.

Mrs Purviz R. Shroff
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eral of them, Maravala i5 also chair of
the Governors of Mayespark School and
serves on two other local schools, in-
forms the newsletter.

During his long innings with the
ZTFE managing committee Maravala,
53. has served as social, house and joint
secretary. His Indian Musical Evenings
have raised thousands of pounds for the
ZTFE's projects, notably the Brookwood
Bungli Extension Project completed in
time in 1998 within the budgetied
£ 20,000, and the ongoing New Premises
Project, acknowledges the newsletter.

Immigrating from Aden in 1967
Maravala has worked as a communica-
tions analyst in the insurance industry.
Living at Ilford since 1971 Maravala
and his wife Hutokshi have two children
Katy (10} and Cyrus (nine). He also has
twoolderchildren, Persis (28) and Jimmy
(25), from a previous marriage.

Maravala, the second Zoroastnian
elected mayor in the UK (the first having
been Tehmian Framroze in Brighton),
assumed office on May 20 and was feli-
citated by the ZTFE on August 7, 1999.

The high office has energised Mara-
valainto greater involvement with com-
munity work, according to the newslet-
ter. He has enabled the association to
organize its annual summer barbeque,
aimed at aiding the New Premises

Project, at the Redbridge Institute of

Maravala in mavoral regalica and
with family: Jimmy. Persis, Cyrus
Hutokshi and Katy
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e
Adult Education on September 5, 1999,
Thereafter, on September 26, 1999 he is
scheduled to host a Fun Day for the
combined purpose of the New Premises

Fund and his own adopted Charity for
the Homeless.

In and around London
For the first ume in over 50 years Zoro-
astrian prayers were recited at India
House as Ervads Zal Sethna and Rustom
Bhedwar performed the Atash Niayesh
when the communily was invited by the
Indian High Commissioner Lalit
Mansinghiocelebrate Navroz on March
28, 1999, notes the ZTFE newsletter
The ZTFE and the WZO organized the
function together and Paridokht Falahati
arranged the traditional Haf-sin table.
The guests of honor included Maneka
Gandhi, India’s minister forsocial justice
and empowerment who introduced her
| T-year-old son Varun Feroze to the au-
dience. Also present were Dr Ashok
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Kumar, MP for Cleveland, former India
and Lancashire cricketer Faroukh Engi-
neer and India’s altorney general Soli
Sorabji.

The entire jashan ceremony on March
21 and the jashan s Fasli Khordad Sal
were photographed by the New Millen-
nium Expericnce Company for repre-
sentation in the Spirit Zone ol the Mil-
lennium Dome, notes the newsletter.
The Dome is expected 1o attract 12 mil-
lion visitors in 2000, The photographers
and the choreographer were briefed and
assisted by ZTFE managing commitice
member and librarian Malcolm Deboo
together with Imerfaith veteran Jehangir
Sarosh. The filming had been okayed
carlier by the mobeds.

Well-known presenter Mike Hardimg
had been o Zoroasirian House and
Brookwood 1o shoot a six-minute fea-
tre on Zoroastrianism for the BBC's
Heaven aned Earth Show,

Perveez Dadachanji’s second book
Miracle has been published by B. R.
Publishing Corporation of Delhi as part
of its New World Literature Series. A
family saga with historical overtones,
the story ol the Das family stretches
over many years of the Raj into the
carnage of Partition. In her earhier work,
Hiusions ane Disillusions the chiel pro-
lagonist Yasmin Wazir leaves Bombay
1o live with her aunt in England and
finds hersell oppressed by a Lifestyle
more Indian than the one she left behind.

Dadachangi, ex Dadar, Bombay, lives
wilh her [amily in Surrey. dividing her
time between writing and music which
she has laught over many years, as noles
the newsletter.,

Kerman Jasavala has stepped down as
chairman of the Young Zoroastrians
Commitiee after a hectic six-year lerm.
He is succeeded by Navaz Sethna. Ron-
nic Munshi was unanimously clected
treasurer, notes the newslelter.

This year Zoroastrianism and Jainism
led the march of Britain®s minority reli-
zions al the annual Commonwealth Day
Multi-Faith Service at Westminster Ab-
bey on March 8, 1999,

Althe Asian Business Forum's break-
ast meet at the House of Commaons on
April 16, former Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Benazir Bhutio was the main speaker.
It was the wrn of the Zoroastrians 1o
perform the opening prayers thanks 1o
solicitor Sarosh Zaiwalla and Ervad Jal

Karkariainvoked Ahura Mazda's bless-
ings on the distinguished gathering, in-
forms the newsletier.

When Prof Nawaz Mody, head of
Bombay University'sdepariment of civ-
ics and politics spent a spell in London
rescarching the life of Madame Bhikhaiji
Cama, she spoke on the redoubtable
freedom lighter at Zoroastrian House,
identilying her in a 1906 photograph of
a community celebration. Accompany-
ing Mody was Prof Nergish Charna,
vice principal of Bombay's Elphinstone
College, who is researching the life of
Dadabhai Naoroji.

Aller many years two full-time Zoro-
astrian students have enrolled at the
London University's School of Orienial
and African Studies: Rayomand Mirza
of London is doing his doctorate in
Zoroastrian Religious Musicology while
Burzine Waghmar of Bombay is doing a
graduate course in Iranian studies. Their
studies are been supported by interest
free loans and grants from Mehraban
and Faridoon Zartoshty and the ZTFE,
but they need more help, mentions the
newsletter.

The New Premises Steering Commiltee
chaired by Shahrokh Shahrokh has col-
lected over £ 3,00.000 as at end March
1999. A site very close to the under-
ground station at Northolt was inspected
but found too large for ZTFE require-
ments.

Adil Todiwala (13) was the star of a
cookery competition for schools spon-
sored by the retail chain Sainsburys. He
had produced a porifolio on Oriental
Honeyed Chicken with Noodles which
could be sold as a meal for two at £ 4.99.
Todiwala’s winning recipe will soon be
packaged and sold as a Ready Meal by
Sainsburys, according 1o the newsletier.

Vera Contractor, introduced by the
BBC as the “unsung cook from
Cranleigh” on the new cookery pro-
gram Anvthing you can cook was intro-
duced with 32 others shortlised from
among thousands of contestants by ce-
lebrity chell Brian Turner. The contest
required Contractor and Turner “to use
identical ingredients to make kelmi per
eeda (eggs on prawns) and Sweet po-
tato sali (straws). Brian was amazed al
the variety of ingredients chosen by
Veral... (she) was the first of eighi
contestants to beat Brian,” notes the
newsletter,

Compiled by Amavaz 5. Mama
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OBSERVATION

On a high down under

While adhering to their faith the Zoroastrians
in New Zealand are willing to make new moves

His voice was insistent on the phone. He
was not going Lo aceept any excuses (the
fact that I did not plan to make any was
another matter). He would drop by atmy
hotel by five that evening and pick me
up. He was taking me 10 a wine and
cheese party at a friend’s home. No, |
would not be intruding in any way. [ was
a Zoroastrian and that was enough. |
would be welcome. More than welcome,
for the Zoroastrians settled in Auckland,
MNew Zealand were always hungry for
news about the parent community back
in Bombay. Yes, Bombay, not Mumbai
as they did not particularly care for the
new name of the city.

Wincand cheese ratherthan dhansak,
and Bombay rather than Mumbai. It
somehow summed up the spirit of the
Zoroastrians in Auckland: gingerly
nudging the future while always testing
the rope that tied them 1o the past. Com-
pared 1o the sister communities settled
in North America. Europe oreven neigh-
boring Australia, the community may
be relatively new and small bul it seems
determined to find aniche for nselfin its
new homeland. “We have come here not
as refugees, but by choice: for a better
future for our children and ourselves.
And while we must integrate with the
mainsiream, it is crucial that we do not
lose our identity,” said my Iriend Gev
Dajias wedrove to the party that evening:
the beautiful sprawling city of Auckland
sparkling with lights in the gathering
dusk.

According to Daji, there are around
25010 300 Zoroastrians in New Zealand,
and the number is growing. Ten years
ago, they numbered only 25 1o 30. Mosi
of the community reside in and around
Auckland and for one obvious reason,
Being the commercial capital (Welling-
ton is the political capital) and largest
city in the country, it offers the best and
widest job options. In faet, of the 1ol
population of 3.5 million in New
Zealand, about 1.5 million reside in this
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Gustasp Irani

city alone. (Compared (o this, there are
around 45 million sheep in the country.}

When Daji arrived in New Zealand in
1995, the community had no lormal
association. Members, however, keptin
touch with each other, especially invit-
ing cich other over to their homes dur-
ing lestive occasions. In addition,
Jamsheed Sidhwa, aqualified priest who
had migrated a few years earlier,
conducted Zoroastrian religious and
prayer classes for children. These reli-
gious classes soon became the catalyst
1o the establishment of' a formal associa-
lion.

Earlier there were a few altempls (o
lorm an association, but dilferences of
opinion between the orthodox and the
liberal members of the community
scultled these elforts, Eventually, around
April-May 1996, Sidhwa rallied the or-
thodox group and established the Tradi-
tional Mazdayasni Zarathushtrian As-
sociation of New Zealand (TMZANZ).

Within a lew months. the liberal group
formed the Zoroastrian Association of
MNew Zealand (ZANZ). The two sepa-
rale associations (ZANZ, according 1o
Dxaji, has more members than TMZANZ)
have learned Lo coexist with aminimum
of animosity: each one trying 1o deter-
mine how best the community would
survive and prosper Down Under, A
lew Zoroastrians however, prefer 1o re-
main neutral by not joining either asso-
ciation.

Presently on the TMZANZ commit-
tee are presidemt Meher Kolah, vice presi-
dent Aarmine Allabadi, treasurer Navaz
Karbhari, secretary Daji, and Sidhwa
and Porus Tarapore as members at large.
The current managing commitice of
ZANZ, comprises Yardi Misiry, presi-
dent; Darius Mistry, vice president;
Jaralshan Mistry, secretary; Zarir
Choksy. treasurer; and Freny Khambatia,
Daulat Shablori, Rustom Dubash and
Armin Wadia as members al large. Ac-
cordmg to Yardi Mistry, there are around

95 Zoroasirian families settled in New
Zealand and 73 individuals are mem-
bers of ZANZ, Later, talking 1o others |
would learn that the split was largely, if
not solely. due to the issue of mixed
marriages and the question of whether
such unions would dilute the
community’s identity. What was reas-
suring was there was no open hostility
between the two groups and [ was as-
sured that efforts were afool 1o reunily
the community under one umbrella as-
sociation,

Daji seemed quite confident that the
dilferences would be ironed out. He
identified strongly with the community
and the issues that it confronted in this
two-island country. Yes, as he spoke
more about his concern for the commu-
nity and lessabouthis personal struggles,
I realized that he had fAnally settled
down in New Zealand. His story por-
trayed the hopes, trials and tribulations
of the Parsi migrant to this land Down
Under.

I recalled the time when [ knew Daji.
an accountant with a leading publica-
tion, back in Bombay. He was simme-
ring with anticipation when his applica-
tion o migrate to New Zealand had
finally come through. The move would
guaranlee a better fulure for his two
children, Benaifer and Cyrus, then seven
and four years old. His wife, Shehnaz,
however, was apprehensive and did not
seem Lo share his enthusiasm even if she
did not give voice to her feclings.

Two years later the family returned
to Bombay to have their son’s navjote
done. Daji seemed a little gaunt and a
trifle troubled. He was not complaining,
but starting life all over again and read-
Justing to the vagarics of a new country
was not the bed of roses one might have
imagined. Shehnaz, however, now
seemed moresell-assured and convineed
that moving to New Zealand had been
the right decision.

Now, as Daji pulled into the drive-
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way of his cottage in the suburbs of

Auckland. it was more than apparent
that New Zealand was finally and truly
home and Bombay was a fond memory.,
The crucial point in the ransition, ac-
cording 1o Daji, was when he came o
terms with the fact thatin the job market,
a resident New Zealander always gets
preference oxer the migrant, even il the
latter 15 better qualified.
The trick is 10 compro-
mise a little at first and
accepla position evenifit
15 an insult to one s quali-
lications and then work
and prove one’s mettle.
Once the bosses recog-
e aperson’s rue worth
and potential. they are
willing to reward him with
promaotions.

He also realized that
unlike India. changing
jobs was the norm rather
than the exception. In-
decd, 11 1s quite possible
that il a person were 1o go
on a long vacation and
someone lilled in effec-
tively for him during that
period, he might find him-
sell without work on his
return.

Of course, in a wellare
state like Mew Zealand,
where education is frec up
1o high school, such hic-
cups donot alfect thechil-
dren unduly, In addition,
there are other cushions
built into the sysiem Lo
help people tide over dil-
ficult parches.

Soon Dap was driving his fomily and
me lowards the party zone. The hosis,
Meher and Farrokh Kolah, welcomed
me to their beautiful cottage like a long
lost friend. There were more greetings
in the sitting room which was alive with
the sound of Parsi Gujarati. Almost im-
mediately my eves [ell on the lireplace:
a Mickering diva kept vigil over the spol
where o crackling lire raged each win-
ler. Yes, | was amongst friends even
though they had been strangers only
IMOMEnts 4go.

lisoon became apparent that the com-
munity here consisted of familics, most
with playlul kids who knew each other
well, Even the few bachelors and single
women here had migrated 10 New
Zealand with their families. Most were
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originally from Bombay, a few from
Dabanu and one family had recently
maoved from Hong Kong.

The place was buzzing with activity:
womencrowded inthe spacions kitchen,
men laying out the table and serving
wine. children playing. Suddenly aneld-
erly lady, who had come 1o stay brielly
with her son and his family, rose and

Pariy rime for New Zealand Zoroas-
triens el (Below) an overview of
Anckland Pholos: Gustasp lrani

proposed i rousing toast o the Zoroas-
trian community ol New Zealand. She
reassured them that the prophecy of
Shah Varjavand's return was imminent
and that he would ensure that the com-
munity here grew and prospered.

Till the ‘savior' arrived, however,
the community seemed to be working in
that dircction. | could sense the gratitude
they felt towards their adopted country
and 2 genuine desire 1o help interested
Parsi Zoroastrians make the move. In
lact there is one Zoroastrian lawyer who
specializes in processing immigration
applications.

OF course, they were quick 1o point
out that arriving in New Zealand was not
the end but rather the beginning of the
adventure. One should be ready 10 face
trials and tribulations at first but with the
right atttude one will soon discover tha
the rewards are worth the effort. And if
at any time they need a lintle help, one
miay always lean on the community for
a litle dhansak and sym-
pathy.

Or wine and cheese!
And smoked salmon. an
assortment ofcold cuts and
desserts: the table was
brimming over with the
bounty of New Zealand's
culinary delights. This, |
wis lold, wasthe first time
the Parsis had decided 10
try something a litle dif-
ferent from the iraditional
dhansak parties that cel-
ebrated their frequent get-
togethers especially those
held during festive and re-
ligious occasions like
Pateti and Navroz.

Indeed, the Zoroasirian
community in New
Zealand may be acquiring
new tastes but their com-
mitment to their heritage
remains steadfast.

Zoroastrian Help Lincs
Down Under

The postal address of the
Traditional Mazdayvasni
Zarathushtrian Associa-
tion of New Zealand
(TMZANZ) 15 P O Box
51-611, Pakuranga,
Auckland, New Zealand. One may also
getintouch with cither Jamsheed Sidhwa
at 50B Millhouse Drive, Howick,
Auckland, New Zealand, email:
jsidhwat@ihug. co.nz or Farrokh Kolah
i 21 Paisley Street, Howick, Auckland,
New Zealand, email: hormozk @clear,
net.nz (marked Aun: Farrokh Kolah).
Both Sidhwa and Kolah will be happy
1o assist any  Zoroastrians who need
guidance or information about migrat-
ing o New Zealand.

To contact the Zarathushtrian Asso-
ciation of New Zealand (ZANC), one
may get in ouch with Yazdi Mistry at |
Bungalow Ave, Pt Chevalier, Auckland,
WNew Zealand, or Darius Mistry, e-mail:
darius. mistry @imagetext.co.nz or Teh-
mus Mistry, e-mail: tchmus @extra. co.nx
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RELIGION

Benedictions for Bilimora

Contributions from near and far made
possible the renovation of the 100-year-old Gabba Adarian

Supervising the consceration ol the
Dadabhai Dhanjibhai Gabba and Sorabji
Shapurji Gabba Adarian in Bilimora
100 years ago was Dastur Darabjp
Mahiarp Meherjirana of Navsari. Lead-
ing the jashan and hambandagi at the
time ol the centenary festivities on April
27, 19949 was yet another high priest of
Mavsan, Dastur Mcherji Meherjirana.

For the resident Zoroas-
trian population of Bilimora,
numbering nearly 200, the
presence of as many devo-
tees from Valsad, Chikhli,
Gandevi. Pardi, Navsari,
surat and Bombay was a
cause for rejoicing. Among
the distinguished personages
who graced the centenary
function orgamized by the
trustces ol the Bilimora Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjuman’s Trust
Funds a1 Tata Baug were chief
guest Dr Sam Bhacea, presi-
dent of the Surat Parsi Panchayal, an-
other trusiee of the Surmt Panchayat
Noshir Dabhoiwala and Hm-e-Khsh-
nocmist Ervad K. N, Dastoorof Bombay
who was invited as the guest speaker (o
give a lalk on mash, stated Marzban
Baria, managing trustee of the Anjuman,
in his report on the proceedings.

Congratulating the Bilimora Anju-
mn trustees, Bhaccea commended their
efforts 1w renovate the Gabba Adarian
and give it a new look whilst managing
the Trust alfairs and looking alier the
interesis of the Parsi community. To
show his appreciation he presenicd a
shawl 1o Baria,

“It made our hearts race with joy 10
sce the newly renovated agiary which
now takes pride ol (place) in the sleepy
linde village.” wrote Rati . Wadia, prin-
cipal of Bombay's Queen Mary School
inher reportonthe function. " The Adarian
has received a completely new face-lifi
with a beautifully tiled lront facade with
a-glowing atash and asho farohar on the
top. and the two winged bulls on the

28 Parssang Seprember 1999

bl uRel v

FParinaz M. Gandhi

inside wall.” she continued.

More than 20times the original amount
ol Rs 23,000 spent on building and fur-
mishing the Gabba Adanan was expended
on the repair and renovation of the lire-
temple on the occasion of its cenienary in
1999, noted Baria. As the building had
deteriorated substantially, major renova-
tion was cssential, mentioned Bariain his
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From left: Besania, Baria, Bhacea,
Dastoor, Vasanta and Dablroiwela

speech whilst acknowledging the gener-
osity ol major donors: Godrejand Maherji
Mavroji Bilimoria and [amily (of USA),
the heirs of the Gabba Family, Bilimora
Anjuman trusiee Phiroze Sorabji
Vagharwalaand fomily, Hosang J. Painter
ol Bilimora who donated the silver toran
for the fre-temple. Numerous shawls
were presented 1o the donors who came
lorward 1o help the Trustas also to Pilamai
Taa and Nergesh Gabba, their senior
panthaky Ervad Jamshed M. Panthaks
who had served the Adarian for 35 years
belore retiring and their present young
panthaky Ervil Perey G, Panthaki, wrote
Baria.

Since Vaghaiwala and another co-
trustee Piroj B. Dandiwala could not
atiend the celebrations. messages on
their behall were read owt on the ocea-
ston by the secretary of the Anjuman,
Homiar Medhora. Master ol ceremo-
nies Rusi Besaniawho was invited from
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Sural 1o compere the function in his
inimitable style was honored with a
shawl by Baria whilst co-trusiee Farokh
5. Vasania felicitated Dastoor for his
inspiring talk.

On April 20, seven days prior Lo the
cenienary funclion on mah Adar, roz
Adar, Meherjiranahad performed ajashan
at the Adarian, The previous day Percy
Panthaki along with Navsan
pricsts Ervad Keki Karkariya
and Ervad Kersi Minocher-
homji and Gandevi panthaky
Ervad Kurush Sidhwa had per-
formed the ijashne ceremony
whenthe fire was brought back
1o its original abode afier the
major renovations which cost
Rs 4,785,650,

The Gabba Adarian has
since its inception been en-
trusted 1o the Bilimora Parsi
Anjuman for the use ol all
Zoroastrians, mentioned
Baria, giving a historical account of the
firg-temple. Before this Adarian was
consecrated, the residents of Bilimora
had in their midst a dar-¢-mecher hous-
ing a dadgah built by Navroji Jamshedji
Wadia on July 18, 1828, mah Dac, roz
Behram. As the Zoroastrian population
in Bilimora increased, two cousins Da-
dabhai Dhanjibhai Gabba and Sorabji
Shapurji Gabba, residing in Bilimora,
olfercd to build an atash adarian on land
purchased by the Anjuman. A team of
10 Bhagaria mobeds from Navsan led
by Ervad Faramji Kekobadji Meher-
Jjirana and Ervad Nasarvanji Ratanpi
Kutar performed the consecration cer-
emony of the new building lasting eight
days. Thercalter a fire of the adarian
status was enthroned on mah Adar, roz
Adar, May 21, 1899 with the first boi
being offered by Ervad Edulji Nasar-
wanji Kutar.

As Parsi mohallas reverberated 1o the
sound of music and drums, community
members dressed in new clothes walked

continued on page 52
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Top and below: glimpses of
Bilimora's newly renovated Gabba
Adarian

Center: Bhacea (left) felicitating
Jamshed Panthaki; Bilimera resi-
denmis with Meherjiraina in tieir nridst
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POLITICS AND POLICY

BPP deficit: Rs1.39 crore

Financial stringency and electoral reform were the
major topics raised at the Anjuman Committee meeting

The Bombay Parsi Punchayvet (BPP)
sulfered a deficit of one crore, thirty-
nine lakh rupees in the linancial year
1998-99, noted BPP chairman Jamshed
Guzder addressing the Anjuman Com-
miltee {AC). An overwhelming amount
— Rs 139.19 lakhs — went into the
upkeep and repair of Punchayet proper-
tics including the various baugs, colo-
nics and isolated buildings as also in
rent subsidics. Other major claimants
on Punchayet resources were the doon-
gerwadi (Rs 15.6] lakhs) and the Boys'
Hostel (Rs 8.16 lakhs).

Only about 128 of the 1.600 mem-
hers of BPP's AC which clects trustees
deigned 1o respond 1o the Punchayet’s
invitation to meet the trustees on June
24, 1999 at the Sir 1. J. Modi Hall of the
K. R. Cama Oriental Institute. The
meeting had been specifically called 1o
discuss the trustees’ suggestion Lo
change the current parity between do-
nor and elected members 1o a ratio of
one (o two, respectively.

The suggested change, which will
need the consent of the Bombay High
Court before it becomes applicable, is a
response 1o the insistent demand in
some quarters for universal adult fran-
chise (UAF) which would ohviate the
need for an electoral college. The most
voeiferous proponent of UAF is BPP
trusice Rustom Tirandaz who is sup-
poried by fellow trustee Dinshaw Mehta.
The other five trusices of the BPP op-
pose il

As on carlier occasions, an apprecia-
tion of the trustees” handling of Puncha-
yel affairs. was tempered with the de-
mand for greater transparency. Apart
from a general summary of the
Punchayet’s activities provided by
Guzder in lis welcome address and an
interlude when the problems of build-
ing repair were brielly discussed, the
meeting was dominated by concern lor
the electoral scheme. Considering that
the tenure of the present AC will end in
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November Uhis year and fresh elections
should preferably be held by March
20000, there s little time (o lose il any
change 15 expecied 1o be elfected.
Trusice Sillon Kavarana's term also
expires in 2000,

The ratio between donor and elected
members of the AC has been the focus
of attention ever since the CER (Com-
mittee for Electoral Reform, since re-
named as Committee Tor Economic
Revival) in 1984 alleged the packing of
the donors” register by supporters of Lax
expert Homi Ranina when he won
against CER candidate Fali Poncha.
Hence, when the trustees applicd (o the
Bombay High Court in 1985 for an
updating of the scheme which had been
framed by the Court in 1908 and subse-
quently revamped over the years, the
judges had swept aside the plea for
adult franchise and in-

“constructive eriticism” from the audi-
ence o their idea of doubling the num-
ber of elected members in the AC.
Barely had Engineer [inished when
Tirandaz was on his feel, lambasting the
opposition: “...my fellow trustees insist
on being custodians of trusts and prop-
erties (instead of being the apex body of
Zoroastrians).” His most cogent cnili-
cism of the proposed increase of the AC
was the administrative hassles attending
the election of over 2,000 elected mem-
bers 1o maich the more than 1,000 do-
nors currently on the BPP register. To
enable the communily 1o make a choice
there would need 1o be aminimum 3,000
candidates. Even though AC elections
are held in different areas on different
days 1o enable the demarcated localities
to elect their representatives, the enor-
mous size of the ballot papers (“300
candidates per ballot pa-

sisted on preserving the
rights ol donor members
with two modilications.
The 1991 judgement had
increased the amount of
donation earning the right
to vote from Rs 5.000 to
Rs 15,000 and, 1o prevent
any further allegation of
buying of votes. held the
right to vote in abeyance

:;"’l

per”) makes the verifi-
cation and counting of
voles a challenge. “The
concept of an electoral
college (generally holds)
whereeachelected mem-
ber represents 1,000 plus
persons.” According 1o
him with a little over
40,000 Parsis in Bombay
they represent a minus-

lor five years or until the
next gencral election is held, whichever
15 carlier.

This history was recalled by trusice
Dadi Engineer who further defined the
AC as “a ventilating chamber,” which
had the prerogative o “criticize trusl-
ces, look into accounts, ask questions,
demand transparency. We want 1o
strengthen the AC. We stand Tor UAF
but in consonance with the rights of
donors.” The other changes the trustecs
sought 1o introduce in the election
scheme was an upper age limit of 75

years and a maximum of three terms of

seven years cach for trustecs. He sought

cule 20 individuals each.
Do we have the right to deprive others
of the right o vote?™ He argued that
ardent young Zoroasirians were being
deprived of the opportunity to partici-
pate in the governance of the commu-
nilLy.

The incipient fear of “politics” in the
minds ol the anti UAF lobby was voiced
by trustee Dinshaw Tamboly and former
sheriff of Bombay Jehangir Nicholson
who noted, “We've seen in India what
democracy has given us.” But the later
wondered aloud how much time the
busy professionals/businessmen were
actually giving the Punchayet and



whether they were addressing truly co-
genl issucs and told the trustees that on
many occasions they were “not trans-
parent enough... ... With more transpar-
ency. you'll find the community behind
yvou,” he assured them.

Acknowledging that “inlerest from
the AC is very very minimal (and)
waning,” CER president and former
trusteeship candidaie Fali Poncha noted
that numbers: were declining at cach
successive AC meeting. “Most lrustees
at election time had spoken in favor of
UAF. What has prompted them to
change their views?™ he asked. Recall-
ing how donor register members had
gone into appeal against the scheme
formulated for the BPP by Bombay
High Court judge Hosbel Suresh who
had cut back direct donor volers 1o a
fourth of a tatal AC of 100 members,
Poncha predicted that the proposed di-
lution ol the donor’s right would be a
“non-starier... We're being led down
the garden path because we like 1o
compromise on everything. No court of
law would oppose UAF if the trustees or
the community were 1o go 1o the courl
(and ask for UAF)L" Looking m the
issue dispassionately however he won-
dered, “What exactly will adult fran-
chise give? Will it bring more people
into the mainstream?” Noting that there
was the possibility that “no one would
(then) be able to control elections.” he
observed that the Punchayelr was in-
volved in“legal gymnastics,” and ended
with the call, “we're born equal; we dic
ecqual; let's vole equal.”

Providing a summary ol the
Punchayvet’s activitics. over the past year,
Guzder acknowledged a seven crore ru-
pee donation willed by the lve Manekji
Sen and executed by solicitor Burjor
Antia and others. According 1o the lerms
of the will, the BPP has accepied recipro-
eal responsibility 1o provide accommo-
dation 1o 35 Bhagaria mobeds. As part of
its anlipoverly program the BPP spent
2.2 lakh rupees on subsidizing the rent of
deserving tenants and 11 lakhs on old and
aging members of the community. There
are 58 familics on its third child program,
receiving assistance 1o the wneol 5.7
lakhs. Forty-nine students received spe-
cial training for the S5C (Secondary
School Certificale examination) al 4 cost
of little under five lakh rupees while just
undler 10 lakh rupees were spent on simi-
lar training for junior college students.
Seven lakh rupees have been budgeted
lor renovating doongerwadi bunglis and
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a towal expense of 40-50 lakh rupees
carmarked for “changing the facade of
doongerwadi™ with more than 1O rees
1o be planted. The late Hirabai Bhagat
has bequeathed a plot of 26,700 sq It m
Vile Parle to the Punchayet, acknowl-
edged Guezder. He also informed the
athering that the cosmopolitan Pestonji
Davar Trust under BPP administration
which began with his Rs 50 lakh bequest

“It is the moral
responsibility
of tenants who pay
Rs 17to Rs 30 in
monthly rents to pay
75 percent of the
repair costs”

in 1981 has now grown o just under four
CIOre rupecs.

Noshir Bhathena, who had set the
ball rolling that evening by vehemently
opposing Gueder’s request o delay the
procecdings in order o wait for late-
comers, complimented the trustecs’
good work in Gujarati: “Everyone
knows that your credibility in the com-
munity is very high.” Citing the case of
the Parukh Dharamshalla, Bhathena
spoke of the fine treatment of inmales
there without a trace of corruption or
nepotism. He registered against UAF.

Dr Maharukh Joshi wondered if an
AC of 500 10 600 persons could coexist
to provide guidance 1o the trustees with
dircet voting lorthe community. "We're
100 pereent literate. There's no cattle
mentality. We're small in number. Di-
rect election should pose no major prob-
lem.” She was against the 75 year age
embargo on trusiees because “man’s
intellect is more important than age.”
Polla Mistry had a similar message 1o
give although younger lrustees as in
North America would be welcome, she
saidl.

Bahadurshah Dalal suggested that
the BPP change its name 1o Bombay
Zoroastrian Punchayel to obviate the
ParsifTrani labels. Otherwise he lavored
the status quo.

Cyrus Bhaya of Nowroz Baug was
upset that only UAF was being dis-
cussed and not such “major issues as the
repair ol 40-50-year-old buildings which
may nol withstand another 10-15 years.”
However trustee Dinshaw Mehta cut

him short by noting that the reconstruc-
tion of 80-year-old buildings in Nowrog
Baug was already on the BPP agenda
but that the tenants were not cooperat-
ing. “The ball is in your court,” said
Mehia. "It is the moral responsibility of
tenanis who pay Rs 17 to Rs 30 in
monthly rents o pay 75 percent ol the
repair costs,” amplified Gueder and
Tamboly remarked that in the last fi-
nancial year the BPP spent over Rs
1.40,00.000 in excess of the rent it
received. “Not even 20 percent of the
tenants pay S0 percent of repair costs.”
They keep strings of cars, running pri-
vale taxi services but refuse to pay a
modicum even of parking charges, it
was said. While Nicholson suggested
that the BPP demand payment for cars
parked Enginceramplified, “Every Parsi
who does well doesn’t come forward
with even a pittance.”

Pigqued by Nicholson's earlier criti-
cism of professionals who don't devote
cnough time to Punchayet work, man-
agement expert and BPP trustee Minoo
ShrofT announced that he was resigning
asexecutive vice president of Raymonds
by the end of the month, He said he
would “very much like younger people
tocome™ into the BPP and was exasper-
ated that a “chap earning two lakh ru-
pees (a month) docsn't want to pay™ his
share towards the maintenance and re-
pair costs of the Punchayet property he
inhabits. Referring to the donation of
the Sett trust in exchange for Godrej
Baug residences for Bhagaria mobeds,
ShrolT noted, *We don't look a gift
horse in the mouth,” and explained that
one crore rupees from the seven crore
donation had been carmarked for rent
subsidies to those mobeds who would
not be able 1o afford Godrej Baug rents.

Marzban Giara suggested that an
annual report of the BPP's achieve-
ments should be despatched 10 AC
members wogether with an agenda for
the meeting “to save the time that the
chairman spends in his speech.” Rustom
Chothia fel that it should be mandatory
for elected members of the AC 1o attend
meetings. “If they don’t attend they
shouldn’t be allowed to stand for re-
election,” he opined.

Even as the community “elders” dis-
persed afler the two-and-a-half-hour
talkathon what emerged was a measure
of support for the BPP with some reser-
vations and an overriding demand that
the trusices hold such accountability
meelings more ofien.



COMMENT

What price Universal Adult Franchise?

Will a change in the system of election of Bombay Parsi
Punchayet trustees make the organization more responsive to the
community? Three BPP trustees present contrary viewpoints

Dinshaw K. Tamboly

I would like 1o begin this article with
Lwo gquaotes on demoeracy:

“Democracy 15 only an experiment
in government, and it has the obvious
disadvaniage of merely counting voles
mstead of weighing them.” — W. R,
Inge (1860-1954). Dean of
5t Paul’s, London

“Democracy is the worst
lorm of government excepl
all those other forms that
have been tried from time
o ume.” — Sir Winston
Churchill in a specch at the
House of Commons, No-
vember 1947

In India, universal aduli
franchise (UAF) 15 used o
elect representatives o mu-
nicipal corporations, leg-
ishiures, central or state.
LIATL is part of an election
process through which the
public elects their represenialives Lo
serve and govern them. provide infra-
structure developments, levy taxes. cle.
And 11 s the perception of some Zoro-
astrimns. residing in Bombay tha the
prevanling system of electing Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) trusices must be
serapped and UAF introduced.

The populist UAF concept cnables
individuals to feel that they have partici-
patedd e and contributed towards the
creation ol an assembly that would serve

anel govern them. However, inthe ease of

a pubdic chartable trust such as the BPP.
it is essential for all concerned 1o realize
that the trust subsists on donations re-
ceived, and onomterest from donatons
alreaddy received and capitalized.
Centurics ago the BPP was estab-
Iished w admimster the donations re-
ceived lor the wellare of the community.

Initially the donors elected the nrusiees as,

custodians 1o saleguard the substantial
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Fambaly : “UAF
would politicize the
BPpE”

assets which have accrued over the years,
Donors supporting the BPP trust do s0
alter 1aking inwo consideration s consti-
tion, anms and objects. The present
scheme of electing trustees s theretore
also aceepted and covered.

As per the prevailing system, donors
are rewarded by giving them an oppor-
twmity to vote at the tme of
the election of trusices —a
right based on “vested in-
terest,” which cannat be
takenaway by the introduc-
tion of UAF.

It is the opinton ol vari-
ous eminent jurists that it 1s
very doubtiul il any court
would ever agree o alienate
a right that has been given
on acceptanee of @ condi-
tional donation.

Thisis only one aspect of
the issuc.

A very important issue
that needs 1o be recognized
is that the scheme for the election of
trustees of the Funds and Immovable
Propertics of the Parsi Punchayet of
Bombay was originally sanctioned by
the High Court of Bombay in suit no,
689 of 1906, The scheme has been
suitably modified by the orders of the
court during the years 1931, 1935, 1970,
1987, 1992 and 1993 In all the modili-
cations, the court has contimued 1o up-
hold the right of the donors.

Anargument 15 also advanced that as
most of the other anjumans and
punchayets in India already have a sys-
tem of UAF n their arcas, the BPP,
acknowledgzed 1 be the apex body of

Yarsis. should also follow suit.

For the worthies who pul forth this
line of thought, it should be mentioned
that these smaller anjumans and
punchayets were not established 1o pre-
serve any assels as in the case of the
BPP. but were established more 1o keep

the community together and 1o work [or
its wellare. In most of these cases, the
institutions were first formed, and there-
after began collecting funds for their
local activities. The assets of the smaller
anjumans and punchayets are minus-
cule as compared 1o those of the BPP.

Earlicr, I too used to hold the view
that there should be UAF in the BPP,
My view al that time was based on 2
lack of background information and
other' realitics. 1 gradually began 1o
change my view in this matter, pursuant
1o a discussion that [ had, among others,
with Nani A. Palkhivala, before [ was
elected a trustee of the BPP, when he
explained to me the genesis and back-
ground ol the Punchayelt.

After I assumed office as a trustee of
the BPP, my view that UAF is at the
present not a suitable system for elect-
ing BPP trusices has been [urther rein-
forced. 1 have realized that at present
the disadvantages of UAF far outweigh
ils advantages.

It must be remembered at all times
that the BPP trusices are custodians of
substantial assets. It is a distinct possi-
hility that the introduction of UAF would
result in the politicization of the BPP,
with parties being [ormed and whips
being issued 1o elected representatives
on how 1o vole.

If UAF were introduced, chances are
that the elections would thercafter not
remain value-based but could possibly
degenerate into becoming party-based.
It 15 not difficult 10 imagine the im-
mense harm that would befall the com-
munity il a group with personal vesied
interests managed to get their represen-
tatives elected by making false com-
mitments and thereafter presided over
the dissolution of the substantial assets.
In such an eventuality what recourse
would the community have?

We have before us varied examples
of the manner in which some individu-



als whom we elect to the municipal
corporation, state assembly or Lok
Sabha discharge their duties. Are we,
those who vote for such individuals, in
a position 1o do anything? Do we want
1o introduce such situations in the man-
agement of the BPP? Can we not learn
lrom the lessons of history? Is it neces-
sary [or us to condemn ourselves to
repeat 11?7 Have we not realized tha
UAF is the reason why quality indi-
viduals of repute shy away from con-
testing clections o legislawres and
municipal corporations?

It is also worth remembering that a
public charitable trust such as the BPP
functions according 1o specilic objects
and is not an open arena. Generally,
seasoned individuals with wide experi-
ence and a good background, who have
been successful in their careers, are
clected trusices to enable the trust o
derive optimum benefits.

It must be remembered that even
clections to all public positions are not
always by way of UAF. In the casc of
clection to certain public offices such
as the President of India or membership
of the Rajya Sabha. the election is by an
clectoral college, just as in the case of
BPP trusteeship elections.

The BPP is today perhaps one of the
oldest [unctioning trusts in the world,
and its present voling system, with pe-
riodic changes. has admirably stood the
vicissitwdes of time,

The grass always looks greener on
the other side of the fence. Similarly,
UAR 15 aconcept that looks to be attrac-
tive when it s far away. The nearer it
arrives the blemishes begin 1o show.
Consider the following opinion held by
no less an individual than Palkhivala
(rel The Free Press Jonrnal, April 28,
19935, article titled “Six Fatal Mistakes,”
when he refers 1o the golden jubilee of
India’s independence):

“First, our greatest initial mistake
wis 1o start with adult franchise. No
democricy has ever paid, all things
considered, a heavier price for adult
lranchise than India.

“Two ol our greatest statesmen of
the carlier years were C, Rajagopala-
chari and Sardar Vallabhai Pael. When
the Comstituent Assembly was in ses-
sion, both these stalwarls recommended
that we should not start with adult fran-
chise bul educate our people lirst o
mithe them worthy of discharging their
duties as citizens of a great demoeracy;
but they were outvoled.,”
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IFall Parsis are really keen to partici-
pate in the election of BPP trustees, the
simplest thing for them to do is become
members ol the General Register by
paying the meager subscription of Rs 5.
This would enable them 1o participate in
the voting for the electoral college by
electing members of the Anjuman Com-
mittee (AC).

Al this stage, the actual position al
the time ol the last election (February/
March 1993) of the AC needs (o be
mentioned. Outof 18,521 members reg-
istered on the General Regisier who
were cligible 1o eleet members of the
AC, only 3,541 (19.11 percent) indi-
viduals exercised their right.

Another fact worth considering is
that whilst there were 18,521 members
on the rolls of the General Register on
November 30, 1992, the number has
increased 1o 19,611 as on March 31,
1998, an increase of 1080 members
(5.50 percent), and thal oo over a pe-
riod of five-and-a-half years. This is the

level of imterest that the rank and hle of

Zoroastrians have in BPP clections.

Tosway mnocent people with prom-
ises and words is a very simple thing 1o
do. However, 1o analvze and realize
shortcomings and highlight issues by
placing them in their proper perspec-
tive, and therehy possibly invite the
wrath and condemnation ol some sec-
tions of the community, is a price that
one placed in my position has 1o be
ready to pay.

My duty o my community. as a
sitting trustee of the BPP, is to function
according 10 the dictates of my con-
science without fear or [favor, and when
necessary have the courage to stand up
and be counted. Al a junclure when the
long-term wellbeing of the community
could be threatened by the aking of
incorrect decisions based on populist
measures, [ cannol remain silent, or run
with the hare and hunt with the hounds.

[ would urge the proponents of UAF
1o view this issuc with an open mind,
ohjectively and rationally, without in-
troducing emolions, senlimenls or ran-
cor in the matter.

Aler considering all possible issues,
let them ask of themselves the question,
“Is universal adult franchise a suitable
system lor clection to the office of the
trustees ol the Parsi Punchayet Funds
and Properties?”

I ihe proponents of UAF are honest
with themselves, they shall not find the
answer o be easy,

With
best wishes
from

Farah

Tanya




The case for universal
adult franchise

Rustom S. Tirandaz
and Dinshaw R. Mehta

As Zoroasirians move into’ the nexi
millennium, there is a crying need lor
their participation in. community af-
fairs. With the term of the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet's (BPP) present Anju-
man Commiltee (AC) (which ¢lects
trustees) coming to anend in November
‘09, there is an opportunity lor
the communily Lo promote i s¢a
change in its entire outlook,

Tricky issues that can only be
scttled with the total participa-
tion of the community can now
become soluble issues if,, o be-
gin with, we can introduce uni-
versal adult franchise (UAF) for
the direct clection of the com-
munity akabars, the trustees of
the BPP — a system touted by
almost every candidate belore
the elecuon, but neglected sub-
sequently.

The controversy about adopt-
ing UAF for electing BPP trusiees 1s
being created by persons who fear that
they will not be able 1o control and
manipulile a larger electorate, as they
can asmall electoral college. All the so-
called learned, legal and constitutional
arguments advanced by those persons
against UAF are nothing but attempis 1o
retaim control in their hands, The issue is
being given an inlellectual garb in an
atempl to conceal the play ol power
politics.

Under the present scheme ol clec-
tions, (rom among the adulis in Cosrow
Baug (which boasts of being the cream
of the community) less than 100 per-
sons are eligible voiers for the trusiees’
clection from the combined registers ol
donor and elected members. The Dadar
*arsi Colony, which boasts of an adult
populition of more than 4,000 Zoroas-
trians, has only around 100 voters lor
the clection of trustees. IU's the same
story everywhere. Only a [raction of
Zoroastrians are deemed o be it o
vole directly. For it s lelt by the oppo-
nents of UAF that the nime is not yel
ripe. that the community is not ready
and mature enough for adult sulfrage.
Whatarroganee and vanity! Yeta Zoro-
asteian who is not i voler is eligible o
contest the election as a trusiee! :
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The electoral college (comprising
1604 members in 1992 when elected)
has already increased to over 2,000
members, and continues (o grow with
cach donation of Rs 15,000, Thisin tum
will automatically result in an increase
in the number of elected members since
the present scheme requires that the AC
comprise of donors and elected mem-
bers in equal numbers.

Considering that there are not more
than 20,000 registercd members on the
Samast Anjuman — and the number
could be further reduced by deleting the

Tirandaz (lefi) and Melwea: the
conmiey axs o whole should elect
Hrsiees

old, infirm and dead — and given the
past trend in the percentage of polling.
the actual possible voting members
would not be more than 15,000 persons.
On the basis ol an amendment proposed
by the trustees. 1o have two elecled
volers [or every donor, the new AC in
November "99 could have around 3,500
members.

This is absurd and absolutely un-
heard of anywhere in the world unider

any system or scheme. The idea of

having an clectoral college presupposcs
that the electorate as a whole 15 either
too large or is 1ll equipped 1o 1ake
proper decisions. This is certainly not
the case with the Zoroastrian commu-
nity in Bombay.

On the contrary. by depriving the
electorate of a direet right 1o vole, one
15 obviously acting in an anti-demo-
cratic manner and preventing the popu-
lar view lrom being expressed. In these
circumstances, an clectoral college can
only resull in power politics, cliques
and coteries such as CER (Committee
lor Economic Revival ) and CUZ (Com-
mittee of United Zoroastrians) being

formed, which is not at all in the
community’s interesi.

It is a matter of common observation
that day by day more and more Zoroas-
trians, especially of the new generation,
are visiting the Iranshah at Udvada and
other fire-temples on auspicious days,
The maachis in all fire-temples are be-
ing sought and for important days there
is a wailing list. Zoroastrians are com-
ing together in larger numbers. The
high and mighty are rubbing shoulders
with the poor and lowly. A realization is
dawning slowly but surely that we need
o participate in community af-
tairs or we shall perish. Enthusi-
asm appears o be fast replacing
apathy and nonchalance. Bul il
not constructively channeled, this
enthusiasm will be replaced by
indilTerence. Not all Zoroastrians
have an opinion on UAF, butmosi
of them would like to be in the
know of things.

Major issuecs concerning the
Parsi community have been
handled by the Samast Anjuman
in Udvada and other parts of
Gujarat. However, the BPP which
originally started out as a group ol
custodians of charities sponsored by
do-gooders almost 350 years ago has
now unwittingly become the apex body
of the community. The government has
always looked on the BPP 10 give il
clear indications on matters of religion
and sociology, such as the issuc of
adoption among Zoroastrians, for one.
Whenever there is an unclaimed dewd
hody in the city morgue, identified as o
Parsi by the sudreh and kust, after the
lapse of the statutory period the body is
handed over to the BPP for the last rites
and disposal. The same is the case with
intestate wealth and property left be-
hind by dead Zoroastrians,

Over the years the BPP has emerged
as the apex body of Zoroasirians nol
only of Bombay but of the world, wha
with the largest single conglomerate of
the community being clustered in and
around the metropolis. With the largest
Towers of Silence complex and the
biggzest troupe of qualified priests any-
where in the world, the Zoroastrians ol
Bombay are the only really substantial,
residual homogeneous section of the
community left.

The Doongerwadi Awareness Day
attracted over 450 young and old Zoro-
astrians despite the fact that there was

contined on page 47



Women, especially those from lesser literate families,

are a downtrodden lot. But not weak. They possess

immense traditional strengths that keep our social

fabric intact. All they need is a little support. Like clean

water, hygienic living facilities, health care, sources of income,
And yes, some literacy. Which is what we've been giving to
Kasarwadi's 70,000 residents.

Forbes Marshall is a 50 year old company involved in the
manufacture of Steam Engineering and Conlrol
Instrumentation Systems. And while we excel in doing that,
we have recognised what our community needs.

We strive to provide services that help the residents

of Kasarwadi build a better living around themselves.

Not strengthening them. Just giving them support.

A small example of our giving to society

for what we've got from it

2YForbes
" Marshall

Mumba-Pune Road. Kasarwady, Pune 411 034, India
Ted: S1{0)20 - To4405, Fax 9100020 - 797413
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PROFESSIONS

Decorating Dilnaar

In recognition of her distinguished
service, Dilnaar Ahmadullah of the British Deputy High
Commission was awarded an Honorary MBE

Brass railings gleam, Noors sparkle. Se-
curily is tight, with a series ol inier-
locked doors leading from one room 1o
another.

“Ours is the second busiest visa
issuing section in the world,” states
Dilnaar Ahmadullah, head of the visa
section al the British Deputy High
Commission al Nariman Poinl in
Bombay. Ahmadullah was awarded an
Honorary MBE (Member of the Order
of the British Empire) by Queen
Elizabeth I in recognition of her
distinguished service towards British
interests. “The award came completely
out of the blue, [ was stunned and all 1
could say was “thank you, thank you,™
smiles soft-spoken Ahmadullah.

As immigration office manager, a
post she has held for 19 years,
Ahmadullah heads the complex and sen-
sitive visa service, dealing with over
60000 applications annually and almost
1. 000 applications on peak days. Super-
vising over 20 local staff and providing
a continuity with the frequently chang-
ing UK-based staff, Ahmadullah has
“consisiently impressed senior manage-
ment and eniry clearance officers alike
with the very high quality of her work...
She 15 a most loyal, hard working lady
who leads by example,” noted a com-
mendation which was read out when the
award was conflerred on her by the Brit-
ish Deputy High Commissioner Michacl
Bates on May 14, 1999, The order is in
the form of a badge on a rose pink ribbon
showing the imprints of King George V
and Queen Mary, with the motto *For
Giod and the Empire’ and is accompa-
nicd by a citation. It was created 82
years ago, states a press release, by
Gicorge ¥ 1o recognize the efforts of
individuals across the world who had
assisted Britain during World War 1. It
was the lirst time women and foreigners
were included in an order of chivalry!
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Nominations are scrutinized by specially
appointed commitices of experts [rom
different walks of life and the final list is
sent o 10, Downing Street 1o be ratified
by the British Prime Minister. “Yes, one
does feel good when one’s work is ap-
preciated.” states Ahmadullah,
“Immigration profiles have changed
over the 30 years [ have been with the
British Deputy High Commission,” she
remarks. In the 19705, there was more
immigration and very litde tourist tral-
fic. Now, with the more liberal eco-
nomic policies ol the government, there
is a wide spectrum ol visitors taking
advantage of the numerous package lours
available. “Television programs have
also led people’s wanderlust and now
vou see even retired people venturing
out, whereas carlier they would not have
dreamed of using their hard-earned sav-
ings ontouring!” she says. Visa applica-
tions come from Bombay and surround-
ing arcas and from the interiors of
Maharashira and Gujarat. Because of
the large number of Gujarati-speaking
people Irom East Alrica who became
British citizens, the announcements in
the visa section arc made in three lan-
guages — English, Hindi and Gujarati!
UK citizens of Indian origin olten come
to India and choose a spouse who is then
sranted immigration rights, as are de-
pendent parents, as well as children,
provided ol course they meet all other
criteria, 4 major one being sufficient
accommodation, explains Ahmadullah.
“1t may be okay lor five 1o six people 1o
live in one room in India. but UK law
docs not allow that,” she elucidates,
adding that most people are quite truth-
ful and in her estimation hardly one
percent of people who go on a visitor's
visa do not return. It is much easier Lo
‘disappear’ in the USA because of its
vast size, she says. “Fill in your form
properly. bring the documents required

and tell the truth!™ she recommends.
“We do understand genuine problems,
but when someone says hermothercan’
come in person because she 15 oo old
and she turns out to be 52, or because she
hasdiabetes, these are not genuine prob-
lems!”

The number of Indian students going
1o British universities has also increased
and almost 800 swdenis were issued
visas last year, she says, Very few young
UK Parsis, however, seem 10 seek a
spouse from India and she believes one
can count on one's fingertips the num-
ber of Parsi boys and girls going to the
UK alier marriage.

Born in Delhito Bejon and Khorshed
Talau. Ahmadullah spent the first six
years of her life there. The family moved
when the Central Bank of India trans-
ferred her father to Indore. *“The Parsis
of Indore were like one big family,” she
recollects. Three years later it was on lo
Calcutta which was the hometown of
her mother's Gazder family. There were
almost 3,000 Parsis in Calcuita at that
time though you probably wouldn't see
what you might call a “typical” Parsi in
Calcutta as you would in Bombay. be-
cause of the lack of baugs or colonies.
she observes. "My greatest joy in my
youth was the Calcutta Parsee Club (a
small tent out in a maidan!) and the
worst punishment was to be told on
weekends that I could not go to the Club!
The Navroz natak performers came from
Bombay and there was always the excite-
ment of what 1o wear!” she laughs. Bas-
ketball, tennis, badminton and table ten-
nis were favorite sports but much of this
was lost, she says ruefully, when she
came to Bombay. Present interests in-
clude listening to pop, not classical, music
and reading fiction by bestselling authors,
particularly Indian ones!

After her Senior Cambridge and BA
with English Honors from Calcutta’s



Loretto House on
Middleton Row, Ah-
madullah worked for
two years as an air host-
ess with the BOAC
(British Overseas Air-
ways Corporation).
Moving to Bombay
with her Cambridge-
educated husband
Saleem a vear after
marriage, Ahmadullah
joined the British
Deputy High Commis-
sion, then situated at
Flora Fountain, in
1969. “My mother-in-
law Deena was the sis-
ter of Air-India’s
Bobby Kuka and the
Kukas were partners in
Globe Theatres Private
Limited with the
Sidhwas, with cinema
houses in Bombay and
Calcutta,” she ex-

Very few young
UK Parsis seem
to seek a spouse
from India

plains. The Ahmadullahs® son Zafar,
following in the footsteps of his father
and paternal grandparents, has also stud-
ied at Cambridge and is currently work-
ing as an investment banker in the UK.
“Though he studied law at Cambridge,
finance has been his love from child-
hood.” she chuckles. Though proud (o
be a Parsi, she did not have her son’s
navjote performed as “it is not allowed,™
she states matter-of-factly. *I would cer-
tainly like to see achange, but the change
should come from the community lead-
ers themselves.” As the community gets
smaller with changing times,
Ahmadullah believes a choice should be
given to the parents whether to perform
the child’s navjote or not, as the child is
oo young to decide for himself, “Ex-
treme rigidity serves no purpose. [ would
rather not have conversion, but have the
child become a Zoroastrian if one parent
is Zoroastrian. | would also feel very sad
if the two people closest to me, my
husband and my son, were not allowed
to see my face when the end comes,” 53-
year-old Ahmadullah says.
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Terming the Parsis a “caring” com-
munity, where a number of people do
good work very quietly (like Scylla
Vatcha for example, she observes),
Ahmadullah quotes the instance of one
of her office employees whose daughter
was suffering from aplastic anemia (see
“To the marrow borne,” Parsiana, July-
August 1999), for whom “help came
quickly” in the form of generous dona-

" tions. The Parsee General Hospital is “a

very good community facility,” she as-

Above: Ahmadullah (right) with Bares
and (below) flanked by Saleem and
Zafar at Cambridge

serts, citing the example of her mother
who insisted she be taken only 1o that
Hospital when she was ill. Parsis are
also, by and large, “loyal and good work-
ers who never let the office down,™ she
opines — a fact reinforced by her own
commitment and dedication to the job
she has held for 30 years.



INSTITUTIONS

A hall, a lecture and memories..

The Red Cross Society receives a
plush new hall dedicated to Homi Taleyarkhan’'s memory

“Whenever 1 think of Homi it is as
giving u talk or listening 1o a talk. The
idea of o meeting place is most appro-
priate,” remarked Dr P, C. Alexander,
governor of Maharashira, as he inaugu-
rated the new Honn 1. H. Talevarkhan
Memorial Hall at the Red Cross Build-
g in Bombay s Town Hall Compound
on June 29, 1999,
Gilted by Taleyar-
khan®s wile Thrity 1o the
Red Cross Society and
the city of Bombay 1o
commemorate his first
death anniversary, the
elegant, mrconditioned
auditonum is a far cry
from the original hall
which the Society's
chairman Kersey Gher-
da. deseribed in his wel-
come address as “dark
and dingy.” Morcover,
the metamorphosis was
ellfected m qust 18 days
with architech Urvaksh Aga and con-
tractor Bomi Vania and their men lrom
Hormued Company working round the
clock with a speed and dedieation com-
parable 10 the late Talevarkhan's own
Tomdness lorquick execution of projecis,
as noted Homai Modi, honorary secre-
tary ol the Red Cross Society of Bombay
and the evening's compere. Midway
down the side of the Hall Taleyarkhan’s
tull-length portrait by Pawan Kumar
smiles his characteristic quizzical smile,
Paucity of real estate au aiTordable
rates i the city combined with senti-
ment in Thrity Talevarkhan®s choice of
project. “For the last lew years ol his
lile he worked here regularly, even the
day he died,” she wld Parsiana.
Recalling Taleyvarkhans " great com-
mitment [or service 10 the people.”
Alexander emphasized s “total, unre-
served involvement.” When asked by
the Internaional Commitee ol the Red
Cross 1o suggest an individual capahle
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of spearheading s rehabilitation work
m . post carhguake Latur, Alexander
said he gave Taleyarkhan”s name “willi-
oul hiesitation as one who would com-
plete the project on time.” Taleyarkhan
spent iireless days and nights but deliv-
ered 1wo hospitals, live primary health
centers, 24 primary health subceniers,

Entrance to the new Heall in the Bed
Cross Budleding

135 sl T quarters, a special ward lor
iruny patients, seven schools and o
winler supply project with 10 reservoirs
in vne-and-a-hall years, and presented
the accounts o week before he dicd,
attested the governor.

Taleyarkhan™s “total beliel in being
ol help w others™ led Alexander into
exammining the “tradition of service in
Maharashira.” Tracing the foundation
of service 1o society’s victims through
spirituality over four centuries, Alexan-
der aseribed these tenets to Hindu saints
and philosophers like Dyaneshwar,
Ramudas, Tukaram and 50 others who
largely belonged 1o the nonpriestly
classes, In the next phase social relform
vol shape and impetus from the 19th
century onwards as Mabatma Phule,
Behram Malbari and their ilk labored 1o
mute social inequities. The revival ol

national consciousness, the political
activity 1o liberate India from the colo-
nial yoke had gencrations of notables
like Dadabhai Maoroji, Pherozeshah
Mehta, Dinshaw Valcha, S. M. Joshi.
Vasantdada Paul, Yashwantrao Chavan
and others in the third phase. In the post
independence period, successiul indus-
trial empires, educational
institutions, eminent liw-
yvers flourished all over
India, but in Mumbai they
sported an ethical dimen-
sion, profiting honestly.
Alexander quoted 1. R.
D. Tata, “MNo success or
achievement in material
terms is worthwhile un-
less it serves the country
and its people and is done
honestly.”

Placing the services ol
Homi Taleyarkhan in that
context, Alexander noted
how the Maharashirian
tradition and Parsi heritage had sirengih-
ened his commitment 1o service. Divid-
ing sociely into three sections. Alexan-
der said there are the few who make
things happen, the few who watch things
happen and the majority who have no
ilea of what’s going on around them,
“Homi (belonged) to the lirst category,”
he concluded.

Others to pay tribute to Taleyarkhan
were Gherda who recalled his “yeoman
service (o the Red Cross™ and national
vice chairman of the Indian Red Cross
Socicty B. K. Goyal who referred 10
him as “an integral part of this country’s
life... one of the greatest citizens this
metropolis has produced.” Modi re-
membered how he “often jested that he
was o racchorse™ who couldn’t cven
wail for the start signal, calling her 1o
work with him even when he lay in
hospital with a4 drip in his arm. “A
millenmium gilt 1o the Red Cross™ coin-
cidentally on the 50th anniversary of
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The plush new auditorium
{above) with Talevarkhan's
portrail unveifed by
Alexander (extreme left) as
Ackama Alexander, Thrin
Talevarkhan and Goval
look on.

Below: The distinguished
audience and Mukherjee
{left) and Rajeopal
garlanding the portrai
before the BPL Urja lecture




the Geneva Convention, as noted
Bombay Red Cross vice president Dr
Chandi’ Batlivala, the Hall will be a
source ol income to the Society which
intends to hire it out for bonahde lunc-
tions. She also thanked the trusiees of
the Dorab Tata Trust for underwriting
the waterproofing and reinforcement of
the building to enable the 200 plus
scater Hall 1o be airconditioned. The
dedication of the Hall by the governor
was preceded by the invocation of uni-
versal benign forces by the chanting of
Vedie and Koranic verses, a hymn and
an Avestan prayer. “May
all those who make deci-
stons in this Hall do soright
and implement them justly,”
prayed Father John Rod-
rigues, principal of Cam-
pion School.

The institution of the Homi
H. Taleyarkhan Memo-
riad Lecture series by the
IBPL. Urja Research Foun- |
dation was flageed ofT with
former umion (mance min

undertanding and sincenty with which
he pursucd the cause, There are very
lfew whao have the tenacity Lo take ideas
o their logical conclusion,” he added.
With tax and legal authority and eco-
nomic commentator Nani Palkhivala
prominent among the other bigwigs in
the audience, Mukherjee quipped, “Like
all of you, I used 1o cagerly await

Palkhivala’s comment on the budget —
especially my first budget in 19821
It was Mukherjee’s contention that
over the past [ew years a consensus on
“We

cconomic policy has emerged:

ister Pranab Mukherjee k

speaking on “Consensus on economic
policies — a few thoughis” at the
Bombay House Auditorium onJune 25,
19949, The lunction had been cospon-
sored by the 28-member H. 1. H.
Taleyarkhan National Memorial Com-
mittee. Taleyarkhan had been the
founder-chairman of IBPL Urja which
15 4 non-governmental organization
working in the ficld of encrgy conserva-
tion, lts president Rusy Engincer paid
tribute to Taleyvarkhan’s vast encrgy
and subtle sense of humor while Urja
vice president and the evening’s com-
pere Dhun Baldawala read the mes-
sages received from Alexander, Malw-
rahstra chiel minister Narayan Rane
and Urjachainman Prof M. G. K. Menon
whowas attending aconference in Hun-
gary. Urja vice chairman 5. Rajgopal
introduced the speaker and informed
the gathering that their application for a
pn:‘.l-.li stamp commemorating Tale-
varkhan had been forwarded by the
government o the philatelic commit-
e,

Mukherjee recalled his two-decade
lomg personal association with Taleyar-
khan, relerring Lo an occasion when the
latter had averted a major crisis as gov-
crnor ol Sikkim when three cthnic
groups were threatening an agilation,

cmphasizing Taleyarkhan’s “depth ol
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Mukherjee (speaking), Baldawala,
Palkhivale, Rajgopal, Engineer and
Thriry Talevarkhan

have had lour governments at the Cen-
ter in the last three years. The essential
nature and broad direction of cconomic
policy has not changed signilicantly...
While in power, political parties end up
doing pretty much the same thing what-
ever they might say when out of power.
This is the logic ol running a govern-
ment. You have 1o be responsible and
pragmatic. You also have 1o realize the
limitations ol doing U-turns... Some
come 1o this consensus oul of convic-
lion, some come o it oul of commit-
ment, some come 1o it oul of compul-
ston and others come 1o it on the basis
ol the TINA FLctor — There Is No
Alernative... [vis remarkable that when
you look at the 25 state governments in
the country ruled by diverse political
partics of varying economiv and social
you will find a great simi-
larity in the language and practice ol
cconomic policy.”

Much clse that Mukherjee said was
sobering: according o per capita in-
come by the World Bank Atlas method
we rank 1 24th among 157 countries; 36
percent of the world’s poor are in India
and 5t percent ol the Indian population

wleologies...

is poor. According 1o the Human De-
velopment Index of the United Nations
Development Program we rank 139th
among 174 countries. We need invest-
ment for growth but the “government’s
consumption expenditure is crowding
out its essential investment expendi-
ture... It is not as if the agenda for action
is not known. What is lacking... is the
institutional framework for discussion
and debale... a framework that ensures
that politics does not needlessly and
unnecessarily derail sensible economic
[m['n.:'t:.:.v.... What we need is responsible
politics...that becomes the
harbinger of cconomic
' change .lll:.l social transfor-
mation.”

All of Taleyarkhan's pa-
pers — correspondence.
memoranda, notes, stale-
ments, articles — will rest
at the Nehru Memorial Mu-
scum and Library in New
Delhi, informs Thrity
Taleyarkhan. The Muscum
which began with the
nucleus of the Nehru fam-
ily paper now preserves the corre-
spondence of nearly 700 distinguished
Indians including politicians, diplo-
mats. educationists, scientists and
others who have contributed 1o the
national welfare, as notes the letier
from the Muscum to Thrity request-
ing her hushband’s papers. “The late
Shri Taleyarkhan was not only an
ardent patriot and a staunch national-
ist but was also a dynamic organizer
deeply devoted to the welfare of the
Indian people. Our institution will
consider it a great privilege if you are
kind enough to accept our proposal
and decide to deposit his papers in
this institution for the purpose of his-
torical research.” wrote rescarch of-
ficer J. L. Gerain a letter dated Octo-
ber 28, 19985,

The papers will be scientilically im-
munized and systematically cataloged.
A copy of the list rests with the donor
who continues to be the owner of the
transferred material with the Nehru
Museum acting as custodian, notes the
letter. The papers and records are made
available 1o bonafide research scholars
in their supervised reading room facil-
ity, informs the letter.

The Museum has taken delivery ofa
part of the papers and will be collecting
the rest shortly, says Thrity.



BUSINESS

Iran1’s 1dli
Famed for their vegetarian fare, Farhang Irani's
three eateries in Bombay are well patronized

Parinaz M. Gandhi

“We have always been in the food busi-
ness. My father, my grandfather, my..."
trails off Farhang Irani. “Looking at my
size you can make out,” says the rotund
hotelier and restaurateur « =
who with his chubby T-"-':"
cheeks and white beard,
affable ways and gener-
ous disposition brings o
mind the familiar im-
age of Santa Claus,
Irani's presence though
is not seasonal but pe-
rennial at his eateries in §
Bombay. _

“We are the pioncers
of pizzas and idlis," he S50
claims. “Ttis not that we =08
discovered these items frani:
or the recipes,” he clari-
fics. They were being
made and sold. But they would be made
once a day and sold throughout the day
after reheating. Irani and his nephew
Farshid Irani were of the opinion tha
customers deserved to be offered fresh
fare. So using the pizea base they would
bake it afresh each time. Their idlis
steamed in the specially installed ma-
chines were a favorite with the diners
oo and on festive occasions and pooja
time Irani remembers receiving bulk
orders during the five years they man-
aged Sukh Sagar Snacks (on Sandhurst
Bridge connecting Chowpatty 1o Opera
House) in the early *80s.

The popularity of their venture gave
them the confidence to launch their own
Santosh Sagar in 1986 after they raised
the necessary loan. Situated on Napean
Sea Road, diagonally across Priyadar-
shini Park, this restaurant has a scaling
capacity of just cight and may get lostin
the chain of shops during the daytime.
Come dinner time and this place ac-
quires a different vibrancy. Shortage of
sitting space does not seem 1o deter
those, mainly the youths, keen 1o eat
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If'rm have 1o .-:'.J'rmlg
with the times

here. They are content to balance their
plates in and on their cars and their
two-wheclers while they sample the
regular favorites like pav bhaji, idlis
and dosas, and the newly
introduced Mexican
\ tacos and paneer-chilli
rolls.

Following the suc-
vess of Santosh Sagar,
* Irani started Santosh
Sagar Snacks on Tardeo
Road, close 1o Haji Ali,
which can accommo-
date 35 diners. Then
i came Sagar Snacks al
Chowpatly. next o the
Kilachand  Garden
where nearly 150 indi-
viduals can cnjoy the
Punjabi, south Indian,
Mughlai and Chincse fare offercd on
their ground and mezzanine floors plus
small open-air lemace.,

Are his vegetarian restaurants well
patronized by members of the Zoroas-
trian community? Not at all, maintains
[rani, “MNot because they arc averse 1o
vegelarian food but because they feel
maada frani né soo wdli banaavia aavré
(how can you expect an Irani to make
idlis)!™

Seven years ago he started the three-
star Dan Tourist Hotel at Silvasa in the
union territory of Dadra and Nagar
Havelli. Its 18 air-conditioned double
occupancy rooms are available for Rs
450 per day, the vegetarian and non-
vegetarian restaurant and beer bar en-
ticing many lourists to Udvada to make
a trip to this pleasant resort.

When asked about his expansion
plans for the fulure, Irani jests, “Now
only the body is expanding.” At 52
years he dreams of “taking life casy.
Kétlu méhnar karé maanas (how much
should a man slog)?” rhetorically en-
quires the businessman who has no

male heirs. His two married daughters
Alreen Framroze and Armin Irani are
not involved in the business. Farshid
100 is now settled in the USA.

Every Monday and Friday Irani is at
the Crawford Market by 6 a.m. to buy
the supplies in the auctions. If the qual-
ity of the products there is not good, it
means making a trip to Vashi where the
market has now shifted. The rest of the
day sees him shunting between one or
the other of his establishments. Until |
a.m. he is present at one of his ealeries,
all of which are usually open till 2 a.m.
From Tuesday to Thursday he is at
Silvassa. Sunday is one day he takes a
break from work unless he is summoned
in an emergency.

When we interviewed him on Friday,
July 23, 1999, he continued to man the
cash counter at Sagar Snacks. As we
stood to pose him one query afler an-
other, every time there was an exchange
of cash with one of his waiters and an
interruption in our conversation he would
dutifully ask, “Kai khase (will you eat
something)?” ultimately ensuring that
we did not leave his restaurant without
sampling his idlis and pizzas and sweet
lime juice. Even whilst responding to
us, his observant eyes had not missed
that there was a young schoolboy wait-
ing outside for a glass of water, and his
well-trained nose could detect the smell
of gas from the kitchen!

“Havé pahlé ni kani majaa nathi
dhandho karvama (Running the restau-
rant now is not as much fun as in earlier
days),” confesses Irani. With the mush-
rooming ol Tast-food joints at every cor-
ner, the business now is more compelti-
tive. When they started selling idlis, it
was al Rs 2.50 a plate. Today itis Rs 15
per plate. But at that lime a coconut was
available for 60 paise whereas today it
costs five rupees, he explains. “For-
merly we could be choosy about our
suppliers. With the increasing demand
today they say ‘maal joito hoi to lai jao
(if you are interested you can take the
stuff).”” Despite all the travails, Irani
maintains, “We can’t complain.”

He would never think of selling out,
he announces. “My managers are like
my sons. | have full faith in them. One of
them has been with me for 18 years,
another for 28 years." Barring Zubin
Kolah who is in charge of his Napean
Sea Road restaurant, Irani regrets that he



has no other Zoroasirians in his
employment. “Aapraa poriao
(our boys) want 1o go home at 5
po DTt is Saturday they have
o take their girlfriend out. Sun-
days they won't come. | have
had many Parsi boys who have
lelt after 15-20 days...I'm will-
ing to take them in as pariners
but [ have not found anyone till
now, | am willing 1o give 10 §
percent share of my profits plus
a good salary but where are
they?” One of Irani’s nephews,
Aspandiar Irani, based in Dahanu, con-
tinues 1o serve as Irani's partner since
he had helped him out with a loan when
he was struggling to raise (inances for
his own ventures.

Disillusioned with the members of
his Irani fraternity, Irani says, “When
you are on the downtrend. no one will
help you., But when you are prospering,
they will all come to your doorstep.
Tealousy has ruined the Irani commu-
nity. Al one time there used o be an
Irani shop at every street comer. Why
have they all sold owt? You have o
change with the times.”

Irami’s Father Merwan used 1o run the
ldeal Restaurant at Alice Building in the
Fort arca which was a bakery cum res-
taurant cum stores. When fire engulfed
the building in 1973, the restaurant was
burnt down. For seven years therealter
the Family were involved inalegal battle
with the landlord which they ultimately
lost and so had to start from scratch.
There was a time when Irani sold ham-
burgers and rolls made by his wile
Frangis from a small outlet at Kermani
Building on P. M. Road. He then took up
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Jjobs at Snowmans (Breach Candy) and
Badshah Cold Drink (Santa Cruz) be-
fore running Sukh Sagar Snacks and
launching his own enterprises with
Farshid with a substantial loan offered
by his brother-in-law Khorram [rani.

During his school days at St Peter's
al Panchgani, Irani always dreamed of
hecoming a pilot, but being the only son
in a family with four daughters. the
parents refused o consider his wish,
Come vacation time, Irani remembers
his Tather sending him to their bakery
CVETY morning rying o impress upon
him that the practical lessons learnt
there will remain with him through life,
not the ones seen in the movies! Today
Irani is grateful for his father's fore-
sight. Yes he can cook, I am a very
good cook.” he states, and is familiar
with the ingredients and proportions
that go into making cven idlis. “This is
very imporlant otherwise mraanaso
merathea par elari fai (the employees
can take you for a ride).”

The relationship between Irani and
his employees at Sagar Snacks scemed
10 be cordial with the proprictor offer-
ing them prasad following his devo-

The restaurant at Tardeo with their
popudar idlis and desas

tional trip 1o the Mahalakshni
Temple which is a weekly Fri-
day routine, just as going to the
Siddhi Vinayak Temple on
Tuesdays and attending the
Novena at the Mahim church on
Wednesdays is part of his sched-
ule.

Every Sunday. it is time for
the fire-temple near hisresidence
at Fort. He did not know the
name of the fire-temple but from
the description of its location, it
muslt be the Godavara Agiary. “At this
quict and peaceful fire-temple 1 am
happy 1o see the old priest every lime
and he is happy to see me,” says Irani
who has never professed 1o have any
conservative leanings although wear-
ing the sudreh-kusti at all times is a
must for him.

What is imporiant for Irani is to main-
tain the reputation of his restaurants as
places offering good, authentic, hygicnic
lood at reasonable rates and to ensure
the goodwill of his customers. “One
satisfied customer is worth Rs 50,000
spenton advertising,” believes Irani who
is constantly impressing upon his stall
the need 1w keep their patrons contented.
“People are willing to travel great dis-
tances if they are happy with the food
and service,” he has noticed.

When dwindling profits haunt mem-
bers of all industries, be it the trendy
jewelry or garment, as has been Irani's
observation, he is sanguine that “those
in the food and hotel business will al-
witys thrive.”

RECIPES

Farhang Irani shares the recipes of [our
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of their popular dishes with Parsiana
readers.

IDLIS (8 pieces)

Semolina (100 g)

Urad dal (100 g)

Cumin powder (1 tsp)

Salt (Y2 1sp)

Soak semoling and vrad dal in water
separately for 15-20 minutes. Drain oul
water. Blend urad dal in grinder. Mix
dal, semoling, cumin powder and salt
and steam in cooker.

SAMBHAR

Masoor dal (100 g)

Tomato (1 — chopped)

Kashmiri chillies (2)

Poppy sceds (2 1sp)

Corander seeds (Y2 1sp)

Cumin seeds (Y2 tsp)

Salt (1o taste)

Soak dal in water for 15-20 minutes.
Wash and put to boil. Add tomato while
boiling. Ona griddle roastchillies, poppy
seeds, coriander seeds and cumin seeds,
Grind into powderand add to the cooked
dal. Stir till flavor absorbed in the dal.

COCONUT CHUTNEY

Coconut (| — grated)

Green chillies (2)

Grams (50 g)

Coriander (2-3 sprigs)

Mustard seeds (Y2 1sp)

Salt (1o 1aste) _

Fry mustard seeds in a little oil. Drain
oil. Blend the remaining ingredients in
a mixer. When serving sprinkle mus-
tard seeds,

PANEER — CHILLI DRY

(1o serve 2)

Paneer or cottage cheese (100 g)
Capsicum (1 — finely chopped)
Green chillies (2-3 — finely chopped)
Garlic (2 1sp — linely chopped)
Ginger (Y2 1sp — finely chopped)
Sova sauce (2 1sp)

Vinegar (42 tsp)

Cornflour (25 g)

Salt and pepper (a pinch of each)

Oil (1o fry)

Cut cottage cheese or panecr inlo cubes
and fry ull golden brown. Remove from
fire. Sauté capsicum and green chillies
with garlic, ginger, salt and pepper.
Add soya sauce and vinegar. Make a
paste of cornflour mixed with water and
pour it over the mixture to give ita thick
base. Add the fried paneer. Garnish
with coriander.
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BUSINESS

Dinshaw’s delicacies
Alter the success of their heart-shaped
ice cream Heartbeat, Dinshaw’s Dairy
Foods Private Limited has introduced
an e cream sandwich named Sumo.
Competitively priced at Rs 16 for 80
ml. Suma consists of aslab of chocolate
andd vamilla ice cream dipped in choco-
late sauce garnished with nuts and sand-
wiched betweenchocolate biscuits. Sales
have crossed two lakh units per month,
within twao months of introduction, ac-
cording tooa press release, and the com-
pany plans to introduce a series of inno-
vative products.

Dinshaw’s now has o capacity of
40,000 Dires per day and is one of the
biggest ice cream manufacturing units
in the country. It has recently installed
India’s first ice cream extrusion plant
imported from Dtaly which called for an
mvestment of over live crore rupecs.
Managimg director Jimmy Rana, the
founder’s nephew, explains: “Conven-
tonally made ice cream cannot be given
fancy shapes and also ends 1o be crys-
talling in
slructure.
I'he state of
theart extru-
SN

tech-
nology ¢n-
ables us 1o

manulacture
smooll and
creamy ice cream
in any desired
[orm and shape... we arc trying out dil-
ferent shapes and combinations ol [la-
vors loadd extraappeal o our ice creams
and get an edge over competition.”

It was in the 19205 that the (ounder
Dinshaw Rana invested his life's savings
into the purchase of three bullaloes in
the then small town of Magpur (sce “The
delights from Dinshaw’s,” Parsiana,
September "88). Dinshaw's started mak-
ing ice cream in wooden maolds in 1933,
but the ice cream business was limited
to only three months of the summer!

Rana ook charge in 1981 and has over
the past 18 years steadily expanded s
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capacity  and
marketing net-
work. The com-
pany owns 14
cold storages
across: Maha-
rashira, Madh-
via-  Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh

and  Orissa,
statestheircom-
pany prolile.

Dinshaw’saims
o inerease its
CUrmenLiurmover
of Rs 50 crores
by 20 pereent in the coming linancial
year and caplare o 13 percent share in 1he
Rs 450 crore wee cream markel,

Naaz no more
It was one of Bombay's serene spois,
Sttuated on the crown ol Malabar Hill,
Cale Naaz provided Trom its three levels
a commanding view of the blue of the
hay., the gold of Chowpatly beach and the
green of the trees on the hillside that had
survived the onslaught of the skyscrapers,
ButonJuly 23,799, oflicials ol the Bombay
Municipal Corporation (BMC) accom-
panied by a police party entered the pre-
mizes of Calé Naaz, tossed out on 10 the
street the Cale’s tables, chonrs, wiensils,
trunks. ete and closed down the res-
taurant. Civie officials plan 1o con-
struet o water reservoir control romm
onthe municipal land which had been
leased 1o Calé Naaz almost live de-
cades ago, according o newspaper
sources. Litigation between the par-
tics has been going on [rom 1977,
For years the restaurant had been
a [avorile spot for cooing couples,
backpackers Mipping through the
pages ol their Leanely Planet, celebrities
and camera crews of Bollywood shoot-
ing their films there. as well as the
common man enjoying his falooda or
landoored meats. waiching life go by
on the streets below, “In recent months
every morning down these green slopes
would come o waiter from Naaz carry-
ing a large keule of tea. He would
proceed o the Nana-Nani Park on the
beach and serve the tea o the oldies
taking their walks there. Thatwas Naag's
contribution ko the city,” wrole Busybee
in the Afrerncon Despereh and Conrier
of July 249, "99. Il was not the greatest

Deserted interior of Café Naaz
Photo: Hilla Guzder

restaurant in the world, The Irani part-
ners, who ran i tned, they were honest
and fricndly. and the staff worked hard,
running up and down the three terraces
with stcaming kebabs and large plates
ol aromatc pulaos... And they served
Parsi food. one of the few restaurants in
the city tha continued 1o serve it, when
everybody else had packed up. They
also served some Iranian food and were
particularly proud of i,” he stated.

A petition filed by Café Naaz secking
to restrain the BMC from repossessing
the land was rejecied by the Bombay
High Court. “The BMC can build s
grand pump room... an engineer look-
ing [rom ametertothe beauty of Queen’s
Mecklace isn’t going o deliver better
quality waler or more of il,” noted
columnist Anil Dharker in Mid-Day on
July 28, lamenting the demise of one of
the city’s romantic landmarks.

Equity online

Pheroza Billimoria, former marketing
dirccror, Business India, and Ajit Dayal,
a pioneer in cquily research and invest-
ment management in India, have
launched their website, www,
cquitymaster.com three months ago, in-
forms the Afrernoon Despareltand Cou-
rier of August 5, "9, The website con-
tains comprehensive information about
Indian stock markets as well as financial
data of over 500 lu.::u.ling Indian compa-
nics, The website includes a portfolio
tracker which has proved to be very
popular, stated Dayal.

Cuompiled by Hilla P Guzder



THE CASE FOR...

comtinmed from page 34

just a small write-up in the Jam-e-
Jevmshed Weekly on one preceding Sun-
ey, More than one percentof Bombay s
total Zoroastrian population wurned up
in a show of solidarity. On thit ocea-
ston, [or the first time ever. & tour of the
entire estate was very revealing., The
Dimal result can be seen today, less thim

three years later. The renovation of

bunghs, the forestation program, the
plins o increase the vuliure popula-
tion, the anxiety 1o be rid of encroachers
and other such issues once swept
under the carpet now réecive allen-
Lo,

Compared o that, the apathy ol do-
nors il elected AC members 1o the
clection of BPP trustees under the
present system stands outstarkly, o say
the leasi. Every up-coming election is
publicized formonths. with various can-
didates sending out their manifestos,
selling coverdge and giving oul audver-
tisements i the Gujarati Press. This Tas
attractied at best indifference from the
rank and file members of the commu-
mity who are helpless bystanders in this
dram that unfolds a minimum seven
tmes in-as many years. The BPP trust-

ces. though highly respected individu-
ally by the rank and file of the commu-
nily, arc collectively the lavorite whip-
ping bovs due 1o the remoleness ol

A Zoroastrian
who is not a
voter is eligible to
contest the election
as a trustee!

these donors™ representatives Irom the
large group of beneliciaries, the com-
mon Zoroasirians.

In knowledgeahle cireles, Nam Pal-
khivala’s stitement o the effect thi
India owes the majority of her ills o
UAF is being merrily touted 1o ensure
that UAF doesn’t get o Lur chance now,
nor in the near or even distant [uture.
The quality of trustees thus elected will
deteriorate; they insist.

Nothing can be farther (rom the truth.
The stae has its pohucal parties. the
leaders of which select their candidates
who are more loyal than competent,
whereas in the case of the BPP there are
nodemi-gods deciding the commumity s

desuny. Individual members olfering
themselves lor election will be elected
each time on the strength of their imdi-
vidual acceprability 1o the whole com
munity, and not just the donors and the
AC.

It is not as though the donors will be
deprived of their votes, as is sought o
be madde out. but that the whole commu-
nity will also get the same right 1o vole.
The constitutional right of the Privy
Purses was with one siroke of the pen
abolished and kings were reduced 1o
commoners. Certain quariers have ar-
gued that il the donors” special right and
parity to elect the trustees of the BPP is
taken away, then donations will dey up
and the community will be the poorer,
But it is a matter of common knowledge
that the really large donations have
come from generous people and not
from those who donated only to pack
the donors” register with their nominees
in order to influence the result of the
election in their or their nominee’s [a-
VO,

We pray to the Almighty 10 grani
gencrosity 1o the opponents of UAF so
that they may graceflully accept at the
turn of the century what should have
been adopied at its beginning.

With Best Compliments

From

~ AWELL-WISHER

AT Flaeiiary Soptavrthar 1050



MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from educated,
good-looking Zarathushtrian
girls of respectable families,
for two young Zarathushtrian

boys of 28 and 27 years
respectively. Both boys are
professional and career
minded graduates and are
electrical engineers from
Sydney. The elder boy is an
electronic engineer and the
younger one is a software
engineer. Both are working in
reputed organizations. Girls
must be 21 to 28 years and
willing to settle in Australia.
The boys along with their
parents will be visiting Mumbai
in Dec 99/Jan 2000. Please
send detailed information with
a photograph (returnable) to:
The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Sept/22-99)
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

‘Please make sure the reply envelopa
bears the relerence number cited hare,

FOE

Personal sale of
Authentic Parsi garas,
silver, gold and
jari borders
Contact: 2833078, 2873373

e
GOOLKHUSH RESORT

Bordi (Station Golvad)
*OIT Seabeach’
AC-Deluxe Couple Rs 1000/
exin person Rs 450/
Non-AC Couple Rs S00/-
extra person Rs 3500
Inclusive all meals and free aceess
o swimming pool, onee a day.
Contact 3821494 Pager No, 9628238800
02528 41 182-4 1330
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SPORTS.

A good delivery
His perceptive eye sweeps a wide crickel
canvas — [rom the picturesque stadia at
Guwahati in Assam 1o Dunedin in New
Zealand, 1o the on-field wiuvmphs and
tragedics of the Indian
leam, to the off-lield
machinations of selection
commitices, 1o the [ollies
and Toibles ol spectators,
His comments are willy
and accurate, but the hu-
mor is never hurtlul,
Henvzzen! 15 2 compila-
tion of 74 of the hest of
Busybee's columns on
cricket which lirst ap-
peared in the Aftermoon
Desparelh and Courier
from 1985 1o 1999, The

book, aspecial himited edition for Waorld

Cup 99, is illustrated by Mario de
Miranda and presented by 5. Kumars,
Priced at Rs 100, it was published by
Ortana Books, Bombay and released in
May 99 on the eve of the World Cup.
Cricket is “a game of English mead-
ows and tea tents and county squires,
played under mellow sunshine with the
threat ol asudden shower hanging in the
summery air, and yel it seems 1o be more
al home in hot, sweaty stadia... So here
is an English game... played in an east-
em country... promoted by soft drink
and plastic card companies [rom an ex-
clusively baseball country like the U. 8,
of AL I you do not find that odd, it
is because you arcan Indian,” writes
the Afrerieren Despentch cnd Con-
rier editor Behram Contractor in
his foreword, as he hands over the
ball 1o “my f(riecnd Busybee
(Contractor’s nom-de-plume). Al-
ter all, this 1s his book.”™
Ensconced within its 120 pages
are Busybee's Tamiliar characters
— the wile, the children Darryl and
Derek. Bolshoithe Boxer. the Iriend
on the 2151 Moor. Nostalgia per-
vades its pages. Busybee remem-
bers the fiest Test match he saw — Wesa
Indies versus India way back in the "438-

"49 series — (rom the conerele slabs of

Brabourne Stadinm’s East Stand, at a
time when spectators threw sceds and
orange peel on other spectators and not
on leldsmen stationed on the bound-
ary! Polly Umrigar made his debut in
that Test, writes Busybee: “He immedi-

Lt pasaiats

FrMysrenms kowt
A AT T YN

ately struck everybody as a fine all-
rounder, modest, hard working, reli-
able and the amazing part is that after
much success and fame, he remained
the nice, modest, gentleman cricketer.”
And Busybee recalls this
in his column penned 40
years later, in 1988! With
his shrewd grasp over men
and matters, Busybec
chronicles it all in tongue-
in-check siyle — [rom
spoilsport Kanpur specta-
tors fashing little mirrors
reflecting the sunlight onto
visiting batsmen’s [aces,
temporarily blinding them
and engineering their dis-
missal, 1o Bishen Singh
= Bedi's famous remark
about wanting 1o dump the Indian team
into the Pacific Ocean!

Over the hall century he has been
watching the game, writes Busybee, it
has undergone a world of change,” with
cricketers wearing football style jerseys
with their names on the back and um-
pires carrying mobile communications,
Sometimes you do not know, he ob-
serves, “whether youare watching World
Cup Football or World Cup Cricket.”

The book was released at Alternoon
House by Raj Singh Dungarpur, presi-
dent of the Board of Control for Cricken
in India, amidst an assembly of celebri-
ties including veteran cricketers.

{rarins Mashall of Calicur won s
fewertly gold medal ar the 42nd Natienal
Shooting Championship ai Bangalore
in the 50 meters, .22 rifle prone position
for veterans in January "99, represent-
ing Kerala stare. Marshall’s ralfy of
medeals includes four silvers.

Compaled by Hilla P Guader



HISTORY

Treasured on the Island - 2

Warm heart and heart

The Parsis of Ceylon regularly enjoyed
the hospitality of Framjee House

Aller being shipwrecked in the turbu-
lemt waters of the Indian Ocean a hand-
ful of Parsis landed in Ceylon in the
carly 1 7th century. In the 18th century,
some adventurous Parsis had sought 1o
estublish themselves on this beautiful
island as planters and shopkeepers. By
the 19h century the communily was so
well respected that on the formation of
the Cevlon Chamber ol Commerce in
1839, Hormusjee Espandiarjee and
Shapoorjic Hirji were the only two non-
English members mvited thercon.

Al the beginning of the 20th century
Zoroastrians in Ceylon numbered less
than a hundred, reaching their peak of
over 350 prior to World War [1. Then
lollowed the exodus and 1oday around
60 Zoroastrians remain in St Lanka
(see “The Zoroasirians of Serendip,”
Parsiana, January 1999).

Starting with the July-August issuc,
Persiana is chronicling the achieve-
ments of prominent Sri Lankan Zoroas-
trians ol the 19th and the 20th century.
These are edited excerpts from Behram
Kaikhushroo Billimoria®s historical
compilation, The Parsees in Cevilen,
culled from the memoirs of Framroze
Rustomjee and K. D. Choksy. Writlen
about nine years ago, [actually there
may be a change of circumstances for
some of the individuals mentioned
herein although we have imposed on Sri
Lanka’s respected legal light Kairshasp
Choksy' s time to check the episodes [or
ACCUrey.

The Lirst instalment detailed the sue-
cessstory of Dady Muncherji also known
a5 Dady Parsi who was a merchant held
in high esteem by the locals as also the
Europeans who patronized his shops.
Transport facilities wo came within his
purview in the early 19th century and
there are relerences 1o his establish-
ment running the palanguin [acilities
lor the convenicnce of passengers.

The colfee estale and exports of
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Cowasjee Eduljee Colombowalla
carned him substantial wealth and he
used o part of it 10 donate a burial
ground for Parsis in Colombo, men-
tions this second instalment. (This old
burial ground in Kottanchina was in use
prior 1o the present one on Jawatle
Road, acquired for the community by
Pestonjee Dinshawjee Khan.) To Fram-
jee Bhikhajee and Company goes the

credit for making possible the influx of

many Parsis from India. The Khan Clock
Tower and the Crippled Children’s
Ward bear testimony 1o their largesse.
Framjee House was the venue lor all
Parsi lestivities and it was also custom-
ary o have an “open house™ for all
Parsis every Sunday, it 1s recounted.

The ragstoriches story of Ruslomjee
Muncherjee who had assiduously 1oiled
10 build up his business empire and
invariably presided over every mecting
of the community is related in the thir
instalment. Among the lcading proles-
stonals of the 20th century were Homi
Framroze Billimoria who enjoyed the
distinction of serving as the (irst Ceylo-
nese (the previous incumbents being
English} chiel architect of the public
works department of the government
and Dr Rustom Pestonjee who had
served the King during World War |
and rewurned with distinctions in war
service. Some of the imposing struc-
tures erccted by Billimoria are the Inde-
pendence Hall, The Elphinstone and
Majestic Theatres and Navroz Baug.
As superintendent of the Leper Asylum
in Hendala, Pestonjee played host o the
Parsi community every Christimas when
they gathered there o celebrate the
oceasion with the patients,

Another revered medical practitio-
nerwas Dr Dadabhoy Pestonjee Banajee
who had served the Maharaja of Morvi
belore being appointed member ol the
Colombo Municipality, states the fourth
instalment. Even though the Maharaja

followed Banajee to Ceylon lo per-
suade him (o return, Banajee's wife
would not allow it for one of his dutics
was o lasie the food before it was
served 1o the Maharaja which she felt
could endanger his life. The legal
fraternity’s claim 1o fame was Nariman
Kaikhushroo Choksy who was ap-
pointed King's Counsel and his son
Kairshasp who officiates as President’s
Counsel. The Prayer Hall and priest’s
residence known as Navroz Baug were
constructed by Meherbai who was keen
1o [ulfil her husbhand Pallonjee Nowrojee
Kapadia's dream project.

The Parasmani Hall which is in use
by the Parsi Sports Club was the com-
bined effort of Framroze Rustomjee
who donated the land and Ruttonshah
Rustomjee who bore the cost of con-
struction, it is explained in the [ifth
instalment. As per Ruttonshah’s lasi
will, every year the community is in-
vited to a dinner at the Navroz Baug on
a date close 1o his death anniversary.
The academician Kaikhushroo Billimo-
rist. who as principal of the Dharmaraja
College was responsible for building up
the center of learning into a reputed
institute, was always happy to host Parsi
visitors to Kandy as theirs was the only
Zoroastrian family resident there.

Many other outstanding Parsis have
theirroots in Ceylon. Professional, busi-
ness andfor family commitmenis may
have persuaded them 1o settle n other
lands. But their accomplishments are
fondly recalled in the final episode of
this wreatise on Sri Lankan Zoroastn-
ans,

In the early part of the 19th century
there was an edict prohibiting the pur-
chase of lands in all parts of Colombo
(except a few acres demarcated and
depicted in the Pettah and the Foreshore
Street of Colombao) as well as estates in
the interior of Ceylon, As the Parsis had



purchased land in Colombo and estates
in the interior they moved the govern-
ment o revoke this edict which was later
done and people were at liberty to pur-
chase properties inall parts ol the island.
The main purpose of this edict was 1o
leave most of the lands 1o be purchased
by people and officers in charge of the
government of this country. Many of
the Parsis who later came over (o trade
in Ceylon had purchased extensive Iam!u
andd estates in Cevlon.

The Persians were
among the foremosl
faces of the world
noted for plantations
and fruit cultivation.

The Parsis who
seltled permanently in
Ceylon proved them-
selves to be thrifty,
hardworking and per-
severing. They were of
a benevolent wrn of
mindand heart towards
their friends, neighbors
and business acquain-
tances. Inbusinessthey
had been consistently
honest, faithful and punctual in dis-
charging their financial obligations with
strict integrity. This inborn trait of the
Parsis at all times helped them 1o estab-
lish worldwide connections on the basis
of long-term credit [acilities as well as
o import stocks of goods on commis-
ston basis, without the importer having
to pay the value for the goods on arrival.
The Parsi merchants who became es-
tablished in their regular business ac-
tivitics helped the other Parsis [rom
India to start a trade suitable 1o theirs in
all parts of the island. The result of such
spontancous and brotherly feelings
shown by the Parsis in Colombo 1o-
wards their brethren in India was gener-
ously demonsirated to all the Parsis
who crossed over 1o Ceylon for busi-
ness with little or no capital,

The raders among the Parsis who
imported large stocks of commaoditics
for the imdigenous population of Cevlon
had mercly 1o order their large require-
ments from Indian traders and the later
readily sent the stock of goods on credit,
requiring the local Parsi traders to sign
and return to them fiendies (promissory
notes) equivalent in value to the goods
ordered. All such fumdies were mosi
scrupulously honored by the Parsi trad-
ers by payment of their dues at the
banks without demur. Thus there was
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built up a fair volume of [riendly trade
between the two countries of Ceylon
and India, the like of which the genera-
tions yet unborn will never come 1o
know. That prosperity which the island
had enjoved for vears unmitigatedly
has now disappeared.

There is a reference in the Parsee
Prakash that one Dhunjishah Ruttonji
Captain came 1o Bombay in 18(X) and

worked under his brother Jamshed)i.

Giraves ar the Jawatte Burial Grounds

The Prakash gocs on o say that in |1 805
Jamshedji's ship on s voyage (rom
Colombo 1o Bombay was captured by
the French but he was released near
Cape Comorin. Dhunjishah Captain set
up his own business in Bombay and
called his brothers to join him and in
1812 he and his brothers spread oul o
the Malabar Coast and 10 Colombo.
Unfortunately there does not appear 1o
be any record of this family locally.

One of the most prominent among
Parsi iraders was Cowasjee Eduljee. He
was a public-spirited and influential
Parsi in his days. He owned a collee
estate. He lived in Bloemendhal Road,
Kotahena in Colombo and he made a
trust ol his cxiensive property in
Kotahena for the benelit of the Parsis in
Colombo. setting aside a portion of the
said property as a burial ground lor the
Parsis. A portion of that properly was
sold by the trustees of the Burial Ground
Trust and the money realized therelrom
forms the nucleus ol the presem Co-
lombo Parsi Burial Ground Trust,

Under the date 1860 the Parsee
Prakash notes, Cowasjee Eduljee,
Colombowalla had a new ship built in
Cochin and named it Shapurji Hirji
alter s ather-m-law.,

Cowasjee Eduljee came to Ceylon in
1828 when he was 18 years of age. By
1846 when his father-in-law died ihcy
had built up a lucrative business in
Fourth Cross Street. Cowasjee Eduljee’s
brother-in-law Behramjee Shapurjee
Ayerton (also known as Owenna since
he had worked for a Mr Owen) and
MNowrojee Pallonjee Kapadia were their
assistants. His business was the export
of C‘q.,}lnn products 10 India and Eu-
rope; he also exported
coffee in a very big way.
When he retired he sold
his business 1o his two
assistants. Ayerion left
for Bombay and estab-
lished himself in busi-
ness there but Kapadia
carricd on his business
in Fourth Cross Sireet
under the firm and style
of Nowrojee Pallonjee
and Company.

Between the years
1853 and 1868 Cowasjee
Eduljee purchased vari-
ous bits of land which he
incorporated into a col-
fee eswate called “Wewwssa and De-
bedde” Estate in extent 815 acres. On
his death on January 5, 1887 at the age
of 75 years, he lefta last will leaving all
his assets o his widow Avabai. She
later sold the estate for a sum of Rs
200,000 in or about 1889,

The Parsee Prakash further indi-
cates under the date 1861 that Cowasjee
Eduljee Colombowalla {as he thereal-
ter called himself) built a wall round the
Parsi burial ground in Colombo. This is
the old burial ground in Kottanchina
which he had earlier donated to the
Anjuman. This portion of the burial
ground was sold in 1967.

The pioneer firm which established
large business connections for Ceylon
among the Parsis was the firm that came
into existence in Colombo in the year
1844, It became known as Framjee
Bhikhajee and Company and had its
shop in the Pettah of Colombo. This
followed the arrival of two brothers
Framjce Bhikhajee Khan and Dinshah-
Jjee Bhikhajee Khan who commenced
business under that name and later be-
came well-known and highly respected
both among the Parsis and among the
business [raternity in Ceylon. They were
(inanciers, importers and exporters on a
very large and unprecedented scale of
all consumer goods and textiles. Being



large financiers they were Known o
every business firm in Colombo and
also in other parts of Ceylon. All traders
and large business institutions trusted
the honesty of this firm. Most of the
Pettah petty traders deposited their cash
capital with this lirm earning nlcerest
on the capital left in deposit. They were
also empowered 1o
draw on their capital a
any time without prior
notice whatsoever. This
firm was largely re-
sponsible lor the influx
of many Parsis from
India who came over
and joined the firm at
the outset, some of
whom laler <om-
menced their own in-
dependent business
through the assistance
of this pioneer firm.

Framjee Bhikhajee
Khan died in Bombay
on January 4, 1878 aged 53 and
Dinshahjee Khan died in Bombay on
July 7. 1887 aged 67 years.

The descendants of the Khan family
that thereafter ran their lucrative busi-
ness in Colombo were Bhikhajee
Framjee Khan, Munchershaw Framjee
Khan (sons of Framjee Bhikhajee) and
Pestonjee Dinshahjee Khan (son of
Dinshahjee Bhikhajee). They too were
astute businessmen and commanded
considerable trust among members of
all communities in Ceylon, They were
appointcd members of the Municipal
Council of Colombo. Her Majesty’s
Government conferred on them honor-
ary ranks.

Bhikhajee joincd the business al a
very carly age after his father's death
and by his perseverance, hard work,
preciseness and a keen sense of justice,
along with great industry and enter-
prise. built up with his partners the
oldest and perhaps the best known In-
dian firm of merchants with a tremen-
dous stake in Ceylon. He was the joint
owner and founder of that well-Known
concern al Grandpass known as the
Colombo Gil Mills which stood on an
extensive picce of land of over 14 acres.
They imported much machinery [or
extending the scope of this mill for the
making and exporting o a large volume
ol coconul 0il 1o differcnt parts of the
wirld.

They did a roaring trade in the

purchase of copra and the export of
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coconut oil. They exported every Lype
ol indigenous produce such as tea.
collee. cocoa, cinnamon, cardamoms
and arcca nut and amassed consider-
able wealth and owned many proper-
tics in Colombo, In 1890 they be-
came members of the Ceylon Cham-
ber of Commerce.

.-"""

Caretaker’s bungalow ar Jawane

They lived in their magnificent bun-
asalow called “Framjee House,” a land-
mark at the junction of Galle Road and
Station Road. Colpeuty. This vast bun-
galow and its extensive grounds which
extended from Galle Road 1o the sea
face was the venue for all functions of
the Parsi community. [t was the venue
for the annual Pateti lestivities includ-
ing sports and dinner. It was also always
an “open house™ 1o all Parsis every
Sunday. All Parsi transil passengers
were metl on board the ship by a clerk
who brought them ashore for a meal and
a short stopover. It is now a part of
Methodist College and the large garden
has been converted into office build-
ings called Nadarajah Building and other
residential bungalows,

Framjce Bhikhajee and Company
owned an extensive shopping center at
the corner of Main Street and China
Lane in the Pettah of Colombo. They
were the sole agents [or a number of
forcign firms. One of their activities
was the import of forcign liquor. They
were il 1939 the sole imporiers of the
well-known French brandy known as
“Bechive Brandy” which used o be
sold at Rs 2.50 a bottle in 1904, The
lirm also traded in precious and semi-
precious stones and sometimes even
imported Loys.

They were philanthropists at heart
and made large and munificent coniri-

butions 1o the welfare of the city of
Colombo. The Khan Clock Tower in
the Main Street at Peuah and the
Crippled Children's Ward in Ward Place
in the Cinnamon Gardens of Colombo
have been erected in their memory.

Menuon musit also be made of the
awards to the University of Colombo,
namely the M. F. Khan
Prize for Ans, M. F. Khan
Gold Medal for Educa-
tion and the Bhikhajee
Khan Gold Medal for
Chemiastry.

It would also be ap-
propriate at this point of
time to state that the resi-
dence in which the care-
taker at Jawatte Burial
Grounds lives was do-
nated to the Ceylon Parsi
Anjuman in memery of
Dinshahjee and Framjee
Bhikhajee Khan by their
sons on October 2, 1905.
On May 10. 1906, Fram-jee Bhikhajee
and Company donated 1o the Parsi
Anjuman the carriage, gefian (bier) and
the building at Jawatte which houses
them.

Pestonjee Dinshahjee Khan, who in
Ceylon was accepted by the Parsi com-
munity as one of the most trusted mem-
bers thercof, was during the latter pe-
riod of the 19th century appointed sole
trusice of the Ceylon Parsi Anjuman
Burial Ground Fund which was the only
Fund in existence at that time. Khan
who was a most influential and popular
figure among the people of this coun-
try. very thoughtfully acquired for the
Parsis of Ceylon a permanent burial
ground at Jawalte Road in Colomba in
exlent over two acres both for the burial
of the dead of the Parsis and for all their
religious purposes. The said land was
conveyed by the Crown in the year
1885 1o Pestonjee Dinshahjee Khan and
his successors, the trusiees of the said
Trust; the same has ever since heen
used by the trustees of the same Fund as
their sole and absolute property for the
purposes for which it was acquired.
Pestonjee Khan died in 1920.

It was unfortunate that P. D. Khan's
death was followed by that of Muncher-
shaw Khan in 1921 and Bhikhajee
Framjee Khan in 1922. The only male
members of the Khan family then left
were Framji Pestonjee Khan, son of
Pestonjee Dinshahjee Khan, and his
cousin who was then only nine years of



Pestonjee Khan then became duty bound
1o take over the onerous task ol looking
after the firm of Framjee Bhikhajee and
Company whichhe continued todotill his
death. Inthis he was ably assisted by K. D.
Choksy who had been long associated
with their business.

Alltheiractivities were very ably man-
aged by their honest and hard-working
assistants. Their business was latterly run
most profitably through the keen business
acumen of their local attomey and general
manager K. D. Choksy, who, lor many
years during his service in the firm, was
their most trusted agent.

The firm had in the carly stages the
assistance of a group of Parsis who came
over from India, for jobs at the Mills, with
their families. They were all accommo-
dated at the bungalows on Grandpass
Road, in close proximity to the Mills.

The firm continued for many vears
but after the end of World War II,
business became slack and the policy of
the government in Ceylonizing busi-
nesses compelled Framji's son Pesy 1o
wind up their business which had ex-
isted for over 100 years. This was really
the end ofan era. Tobe continneed

BENEDICTIONS FOR BILIMORA
centinueed from page 29

out of their doorways decorated with
chalk and torans, and headed for the
newly built lire-temple. A congrega-
tion of nearly 1,500 Zoroastrians [rom
Bilimora, Navsari, Surat, Valsad and
Bombay were present on the occasion
and enjoyed the lunch and dinner hosted
by the founders.

Al the centenary lunclion 100 com-
munity feasting constituted the linale
ol the celebrations. Among the other
activities organized by the energetic
trusices of the Anjuman on a regular
basis are get-togethers on Jamshedi
Mavroz and Khordadsal. In addition,
monthly stipends, medical help, schol-
arships and foodgrain are distributed
throughout the year, Tata Baug, Rustom
Baug, chawls, doongerwadi and a vast
tract of open land are some of the other
propertics managed by the Anjuman
which was established in 1837 and reg-
istered in the year 1938, For the Gabba
Adarian’s 100th anniversary, the trust-
¢es were able o raise Rs 336,050 as
donations, stated a press release. To
preserve the assets of the Anjuman
whilst honoring the legacy that is in
their keeping is their main endeavor,
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READERS® FORUM

coniinued from page 6

lrom December 31, 1999 1o January 16,
2000 will commence with a jashan, an
opening ceremony, followed by a New
Year's Eve dinner-dance. Other planned
events include: a day at the Race Course
on January | at the local equivalent of
the Ascol races where you can rub
shoulders with Calcutta’s Whe's Who,
the bold and the beawtiful and the
glivterati; a Pagal Gymkhana in which
everyone, regardless ol age, can par-
ticipate: other sporting games and com-
petitions. For those keen on wildlife
and adventure, there could be an over-
night itrip to the Sunderbans 1o see the
Royal Bengal Tigers; a camplire
evening and dinner and, of course, the
Club’s most popular event, the annual
Children’s Fancy Dress Contest, com-
bined with the Seventh Annual Grand
Parsee Bazaar 1o showcase the com-
munity ‘s talents in crafis and gourmet’s
delights — like only Parsis can prepare!
All these 1o bring back memornies of
“those were the days, my friend...” We
have extended the celebrations over 17
days and three weekends so that we are
able 1o accommodate as many of our
visitors as possible. Even il you spend
seven days with us, you will be able to
attend three or lour functions and meet
most of your [riends.

Sounds exciting, interesting  fun?
Why not join in — all ol you out there,
somewhere, who have been earlier in
Calcutta, be it for aday or lor years? We
remember you and miss you. No other
single event will offer the unique op-
portunity o meet so many friends who
you may not have met for 20, 30 .or even
40 years.

Those of you who wish to come,
please zet in touch immediately with
Bahadur 8. Postwalla, OIT tel: 91-33-
2471875/2479410, Res tel: 91-33-
4767339/4767284, OIT fax: 91-33-
2477832, c-mail: posty @vsnl.com or
ratanpostwalla@hotmail.com or Zarin
D. Rustomji, Res tel: 91-33-2810125,
Off fax: Y1-33-2881616, c-mail: zdr@
usiscal.ernet.in BURIOR F. MODI

President, Caloutea Parsee Club

The second coming
The advent of Behram Shah Verzavan
Saheb is heralded at the end of this or
the beginning ol the next century. Zoro-
astrians gird your loins, Movements arc
aloot to usher in the new era.

Some have called it the second com-

ing of the Master Christ. Some others...
the Kalki Avatar, Jehova, the Mahdi.
Each faith shall recognize him as its
very own. Thus have their psyches been
molded over the ages with the folklore
of each faith. Each eagerly awaits that
greal event, before the onset of which
are variously prophesied... the upheav-
als, the deluge, the cataclysms... Arma-
geddon, the scenes of the last battle
between the powers of good and evil,
People in each century have awaited
it at the trn of the new. And, we still
wail.

That the New Age of Aquarius, the
water bearer of the Zodiac, is dawning
is an accepted fact. lis signs around the
globe are apparent — the age of intu-
ition, Muidic, has dawned and, although
the Piscean Age, the age of intellect
whose brilliance man has hitherto wit-
nessed, is not yet over, it is gradually
giving way 1o the intuitive era. Men of
seience and technology therefore will
more readily grasp intuitively the truths
in nature and shall now be able to solve
the riddles that had stalled and ham-
pered their rescarches earlier. They will
discern solutions more readily, making
faster advances in technology. Man-
kind shall benefit tremendously through
new remedies and betier rates of cures
of diseases that have plagued them.

Await not the advent with folded
arms but be steeped in work in the right
direction. Meditation can be of tremen-
dous benefit. Individual meditation for
progress of the self into the over-self,
group meditation for the uplifiment of
the masses, for peace on earth through
love-consciousness. These shall usher
in the Mew Age and get us ready for the
great event prophesied.  NOSHIR B MANA

Karachi, Pakiuan

Marry young
Your magazine clearly supports
intercaste marriages and avoidance
of old tarikats. The need of the day is
to educate all to marry within the
community. 1 have solid proof that
our religion does not permit intercaste
marriages. We should impress on our
youngslers to marry young and have
at least three children instead of cre-
ating confusion among the members
that the community is getter smaller
in numbers.
ROHINTON P JAMBUSARWALA
Bhanich

Eadited by Paginaz M. CGiandhi



BOOKS

The pulse of philanthropy

Giva Me A Bombay Merchanl— Anytime! The
Life of SirJamseljee Jejeebhoy, Bt 1783-1859
by B. K. Karanjia. Published in 1998 by the
University of Mumbai, Mumbai 400032, Pp:iv
+ B4 Price: As 95.

Hutokhshi Cooper

in his horse carriage every evening, He
lived according to the rules of the time
and contributed his money and services
o a socicty sorely in need.

Slowly also, he started

““"!H"';t - consolidating his position
: : BOMBAY MERCHANT- : S

Ihe slim volume penned by = PR through public activities.
Burjor K. Karanjia is as rev- gl He was one of the first In-

erential a biography of
lamsetjee Jejeebhoy as any,
perhaps more so because il
has been brought out to mark
the 150 years of functioning
ol the Sir Jamsctjee Je-
jeebhoy Parsee Benevolent
Institution.

Also, Karanjiamust have
considered his impression-
able audience — Ins version of Jejee-
bhoy's rags to riches to philanthropy
story is aimed at students. For them. as
Dr Snchalata 5. Deshmukh, vice chan-
cellor of the University of Mumbai,
says in her foreword, Jejeebhoy must be
a role model worthy of emulation. So
Karanjia takes pains Lo convey his deep
admiration of Jejeebhoy and advises his
voung readers at every turn 1o leam
[rom Jejeebhoy’s life. To that end the
[ormat of the book reads like a conven-
tional text book with a context, the
main body and recapitulating of major
characieristics in each chapter.

Jejeebhoy’s rise 1o greal business
success and wealth is chronicled in
detal, The opium trade, the author notes,
he source of his wealth. Opium
dealing in that era was legitimate and
countless individuals, companies and
nations made their fortunes in this trade.
Missing Irom the book is Karanjia's
critique of the ill effects of drugs. While
Karanjia states the facts of Jejecbhoy s
business, he docs not emphasize (o the
students its negative impact on people.

We also get an insight into the evo-
lution ol his charitable impulse.
Jejeebhoy started by giving alms 1o the
poor — [rom bags ol money he carricd

Jefeeblien with son Curseljee
Hustration: B. K. Chavan
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dian jurors, a justice of the
peace, and an honorary
president of the Bombay
Associalion, an organiz-
tion that brought the griev-
ances of Indians before the
ruling British.

On the Zoroastrian com-
munity front he was a
trustee. albeit acritical one,
of the Parsi Punchayet for 35 years.
Perhaps the generous donations he made
to build agiarics inspired luture indus-
trialists 1o do the same for the commu-
nity in the years 1o come.

He may be among the lirst Indian
{und-raisers. He rased money and con-
tributed to activities promoting the civil
rights ol Indians.

Gradually, he wrned his attention 1o

'F B

e
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the improvement and development of
the infrastructure of the city and sur-
rounding towns. The Mahim Cause-
way, namecd after his wife who pro-
molted the project, was a major one, It
was preceded and followed by many
others,

He also supported many causes, both
communal and non-communal, and con-
tributed to relief efforts for people who
were the victims of natural calamities.
He also endowed educational institu-
tions and hospitals. Most of these insti-
lutions are in exisience more than 100
years later.

What strikes me is that he was a man
who liked a good time for all — his
[riends, the poor and even animals. He
gave parties for all of them!

The character of Jejeebhoy was in no
small measure molded by the positive
reinforcement he received as a child
from his parents. His family’s relative
poverty was never viewed as an impedi-
ment. Jejeebhoy carried with him this
internalized view, rising from each of
the calamities life visited upon him
without much psychological damage.
Unafraid of failure, he tried again and
again until he made good. When his
fortunes lessened, he continued giving
without fear,

Organized charity as we know it in
India seems 1o have at least one root, if
nol more, in the ideas and institutions
initiated by Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy. By
institutionalizing his charities, he per-
petuated them.

Jejeebhoy's charities are enumer-
ated at the end of the book. Karanjia’s
concise biography should be valuable
hoth to the younger readers, at whom it
is obviously aimed, and 1o adulis who
wish o have a quick but inspirational
overview ol the life of this great Indian
and great Zarathushii,

Overall, the book would serve as a
starting point for discussions on the
man and what he stood for in his time,
as also the challenges facing every indi-
vidual who dreams of acquiring wealth
and doing charity.



MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides
(a8 histed in this issue) ranged
between 20 and 22 years. the
arithmetic mean — the total
number of individual ages di-
vided by the total number of
brides — being 21 years. The
corresponding figures for the
grooms were 23 and 30 years,
averaging atl 26 years.

As per the data collected by
Parsiaua, there were 67 deaths
in Bombay in July 1999 as com-
prared 1o only four Zoroastrian
births. Eleven victims were
above the age of 30 of the 29
who [ell prey 1o heart discase.
The oher killers were cancer
and pneumoniaflung disease
{(seven each), septicemia (three)
and hypothyroidism (a growp of
symploms caused by a deli-
ciency ol thyroid secretion),
hemiplegia(paralysis of one side
of the body), general debility/

old age, diabetes, brain discase,
ancmia and bronchitis (two
each). Urinary tract infection,
intestinal obstruction, hacmate-
mesis (vomiting ol blood),
bums, gastro-cnteritis, head in-
jJury, kidney failure and hyper-
tension were the isolated cases
registered in July. The youngest
to breathe his last was a 30-
year-old male as comparcd 1o
the eldest: a 96-yvear-old female.
The Zoroastrian lile expectancy
al birth for July, in Bombay,
wis 76 years,

The data on births, mar-
rigges and deaths has been com-
piled From information supplicd
by various newsletters and anju-
mans in India andabroad. courts
and hospatals. This imformation
is not always complele or con-
sistent: we are unable to carry
dana from areas where the anju-
mans do not furmnish the par-

ticulars; the birth Ngures for
Bombay are supplicd by four
hospitals — births in suburban
hospitals and private nursing
homes are not included unless
individuals send us informa-
tion together with a copy of the
birth certificate. There may be
an inadvertent repetition of
mames in the marriage list when
a civil marmage precedes a re-
ligious ceremony. In the
breakup of deaths according 1o
illnesses, especially of the ¢ld-
erly, death is oflen due to a
combination of several dis-
CUSCS,

IF readers have any births!
marriagesfdeaths they would
like published, some prool (o
ensure the veracity of the report
would be required. We are sure
our readers would appreciate
this requirement and cooperate
with us,

BARODA

MARKIEL

Melafrin Vesuna, danghter of
Yasmin and Hector, and
Neville Jambeesarwalla, son of
Armavaz and Hoshang on
January 28, 1999

DHED
Rustomyi Hormusfi Potel (84),
husband of Khorshedbanoo
and father of Rohinton, Aban
and Nower: May 14

BOMBAY

BORN

A girl. Parends, 1o
Firenghish and Jehangir
Gy April 28

A boy 1o Maharakh and
Panrnzsasp Magol, July 5

A boy 10 Prochi and Dara
Elavier; July 23

A boy 1o Affal and Kerman
Diwrrnier, July 27

A girl 1o Shaleen and Mooz
frani: July 29

MARKIED

Delnaz Belram Contractor
and Arzen Minoo Pithawealle;
July 11

Shemmin Jangoo Printer of
Aurangabad and Firdos
Kebi Trand of Poona;

July 25

Mehiklrershiel Kersi Kurar
and Huxhang Mervan
Mazdeyvosier, July 30
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DIED
Khorshed Favamroze Bacla
(61}, residing a 35, Jame
Jamshed Bldg, Jame Jamshed
Rdl, Parsi Clny. Dadar,
400014; June 30

Belan Pestonji Saliior (811,
411, Tata Clny, Tardeo,
400034, June 30

Delly Plireze Dariowalla (66),
1416, Tata Clny, Ratan Tata
Marg, Tardeo, 400034; July |
Erneelisleon: Rustonfi Keetiler
(77), 15/A-2, New Khareghm
Clny, Babulnath R, 4(XKH07:
July |

Byvram Boimansiive Noldle (45),
Noble Bldg, 151, Nanubhai
Desan Rdd, Khetwadi, 400004;
July 1

Dinshaw Kershasp Sinor (449),
724. P. C. A. Co-op Hsg Soc
Bldg. Dinshaw Master R,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
July 1

Burjor Byvramshaw
Taraporewalla (Tarapore)
(85), 82-A, Empire Es1. 147,
August Kranti Marg, 400036,
July 1

Dara Dirshaw Vania (89},
&6, Sunita, Opp Colaba Post
Office, 5. B. Rd, 400005:
July |

Raoshan Kaikhushroo Ketwal
(76), GH2-A, Kapadia Bldg,
Khareghat Rd, Parsi Clny,
Diadar, S00014; July 2
Feakirii, Seovabsfo Blresali

192), 64, Panthaki Baug, H.
5. R, Andheri (E), 400069,
July 3

Banen Fali Billimaeria (79,
Room no 20, 133, Petit
Widows" Chawl, Mody St,
Fort, 400001; July 3

Muant Hovmusfi Danaria (62),
678, Laxmi Villa, Katrak Rd,
Wadala, 400031 July 3

Alewer Savak Talavia (85), G668,
Desai Bldg. Katrak Rd,
Wadala, 4000315 July 3
Edulii Hovmusii Baria (77),
AL3E, Bhara MNgr, Grant Rd,
A400007; July 4

Freny Pessy Comtracior (83),
C-15, Neel Shanti Miketan
Co-op Hsg Soc, Vidyanagari
Marg, Kalina, 400098 July 4
Hille Peshotan Dukandar
(913 19, Daweodi Mans,
Shankerseth Rd, 400007;
July 4

Teluning Kersasp Lala (88),
14, Tarachand Block, Old
Khareghat Clny. Hughes Rd,
00007 July 4

Minan Bhikaji Tarapore (68),
346, Bapal Mans, Dr N, M.
Shah Lane, Chira Bazar,
A2 July 4

Bafi Pirajsha Mehia (75), 613,
Dinshaw Bldg, Jame Jamshed
R, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; July 5

Purlan Nerimean Dallas (88),
BrI4, Mess Baug, Nana
Chowk, 400007; July 7

Nawaz Burforji Mistry (75),
Umrigar Bldg, Chikalwadi,
Grant Rd, 400007; July 7
Telimina Beliramji Pantlaki
194), Clo Keki B. Panthaki,
Kf4, Cama Park, Andheri (W),
400058; July 8

Perin Befram Vandrewala
(6&), D383, Godrej Hill Side
Clny, Vikhroli, 400079; July 9
Keki Ardeshir Gilder (T9),
Gilder Villa, 17, Perry Cross
Rd, Bandra (W), 400050;

July 10

Sofral Rustonyi Pavri (79),
Tr8, Cusrow Baug, 5. B, Rd,
400039; July 10

Gaolcher Cursetji Surti (92),
Dastoor Bglw, Nagaum Cross
Rd, Dadar, 400014; July 10
Aloe Ratanshaw Marolia (78),
Salamat Mans, Old Roda
Bldg, 15, Low Level South
Frere Bridge, Grant Rd,
400007; July 11

Mani Behram Gazdar (65), 1,
Daruwalla Bldg, South Frere
Bridge. Grant Rd, 400007;
July 12

Manifelt Sorabji ltalia (82),
AD, Godrej Baug, Off
Napean Sea Rd. 400036;

July 12

Erach Pestonji Deboo (74),
13/12, Lentin Bldg, Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo, 400007; July 13
Teluni Sorabfi Kakalia (83),
Yusul Mans, 204, Khetwadi
Back Rd, 400004; July 13
Feroze Hormusii Malernosh
(79). 15. Calcuutawala Bldg,
124, Dr Ambedkar Rd, Parel,
400012; July 14

Benoobai Hormusji Patel
{85), Malegamwala Bldg no 1.
Chotani Rd, Mahim, 400016;
July 14

Cawas Nussenwanji Siodia
(80). C-13/9, Riwraj Bldg,
LIC Ciny, Borivli (W),
400103; July 14

Coomie Manek Engineer (36),
Vande Mataram, [Oth Rd,
Chembur, 4000715 July 16
Freamrez Dinshawii Boga (73),
5, Sai Shakti, Shastrn Negr, Old
Dombivli Rd, Dombivli (W),
Dist Thana, 421203; July 17
Perviz Gedrej Jadashapur
(64}, 3, Nariclwala Bldg, M.
M. C. Rd, Mahim, 400016;
July 17

Roda Dhun Dhangibliey (82),
Chellaram Hse, Carmichael
R, 400026; July 18



Cornel Rrostenm Taatar (994),
G048, Laxmi Sadan, Dr B.

Ambedkar Rd, Dadar, S00014;

July 18

Honri Avelestiar Wankelio
(77). C-19, Pushpakunj Co-op
Hsg Soc, Santacruz (W),
A0055; July 14

Gl Mmoo Fitter (85), A-32,
Jer Baug. Dr Ambedkar Rd,
Byculla, 400027 July 19
IMrcenpisfoon Burjerfi
Kerawalla (65), Az Bldg,
Tardeo Rd, Tardeo, 400034;
July 14

Melirwan Newragi Melita (82),

Fimuz-Ara, 160, M. Karve R,
JOOO2 1 July 19

Coamer Pestongi [ Pesi)
Levcaller (78), Meherbai
Windin Bldg, Chikalwili,
Tardeo. 400007; July 19
Penonbai Pirosha Divecha
{96). 6, Contracior Bldg,
Sussex Rd, Byeculla, 400027;
July 20

Telwnine Jelwmgir Engineer
(29}, 7. Jehangir Baug. Juhu
R, 400049; July 20

Covng Maneck Vard (75). Clo
Beji F. Doctor, Maskati
Corner, 37, Alimount R,
JO00267 July 20

Geredl Adli Mullaa (73), Gowalia
Tank Bldg. 46A, August
Krami Marg, 400036; July 21
Netjerr Soranh Toddowalla (83),
14, Jamas Taa Bldg, Tata
Blocks, OIF Tumer R,
Bandra (W), 400050; July 21
Privandokih felangic Irans
(64)., Durlith Bhavan, Jalbha
51, Charni Rd In, 00004
July 22

Fredv Hoshang Merelon
(300, A-2, Rosary Hse. 2nd
Gunpowder Lane, Mazgaon,
400010; July 22

Nevrtoernr Dhoajisiia Setfona
(870, 141, Sealord B. 17,
Culle Parade, 400005: July 22
Pestenji Neariman Contractor
(T5), 10, Rubans Aps, Sctal-
wad Lane, OIT 3, Napean
Sea Rd. 400006; July 25
Nejeror Einslony Bode (84),
G618, Jami Lodge. Jame
Jamshed Rd. Parsi Clny,
Dadar. 400014: July 26

’\’f!r.rr"nrfﬁf ."'n"rril.'i'nﬁ .”l'hﬁr H'H 1.

623, Marker Mans, Parsi
Clny. Dadar, 400014 July 26
Theiry Darabsioh Meha (71).
06U, Sea Glimpse, Wordi Hill
R, 40001%; July 26

Frenv fafabox Haivoy (72).

MATRIMONIAL

Required a nice, highly qualified doctor, engineer or
a well placed businessman for a slim young girl, age
26, ht 5'3%", fair, good looking graduate (B.Com) now
helping her father in their family business. lrani and
Parsi boys are welcome to apply. Boys from abroad
can also apply. Please forward your complete bio
data and photograph (returnable) to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Sept/23-99)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Pleass make sure the reply envelopebears the
reference number cited here.

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for a 34-year-old Zoroastrian
male, 58", B. Com, working in Calcutta with a
reputed private firm for the last nine years. Girl

must be educated, good-looking and
home-loving from a good family, working/non-
working. Please reply with photo (returnable) to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Sept/24-99)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelopebears the
reference number ciled here.

Difficulties in reading?

B

It's time you saw a professional optician.
It's time you came to Baliwalla & Homi.
One of the finest optometrists and contact lens practitioners

Baliwalla & Homi

Private Limited

OPTOMETRISTS

Flora Fountain: 365, Dr. D.N.Road, Bombay 400 00+ Tek: 287 4916, 287 1762 @ Dhobi Talao: 614, J.S. Seth Marg, Bornbay 400 002 Tel: 201 4906
Fac (022) 206 4363 @ Parel J Merwanji Street, Parel, Bombay 400 012 Tel: 412 8051
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17/D, Rustom Baug, Victoria
Rd. Byculla, 400027; July 27
Behli Rustom Sepoy (59),
Bf13, L. P. Ner, Dr Ambedkar
R, Bandra (W), 400052;
July 27

Najie Naviman Mehta (85), 3,
Tata Mills Co-op Hsg Soc,
Elphinstone Rd, Parel,
400012; July 28

Gool Jelwmgir Writer (86),
P/, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; July 28

Nargixh Phiroze Badhng (82),
B/8. Shapur Baug, V. P. Rd,
00004 July 29

Gool Framroze Blarnicha
(59, Af13, Nowroz Baug, Dr
5. 5. Rao Rd, Lalbaug, 40001 2;
July 29

Gool Savak Trani (66), 2.
Kismet, Opp Sassoon Dock,
Colaba, 400005; July 29
Kherla Adi Sahiar (70), 62,
Neel Kamal, Peddar Rd,
400026; July 29

Dhun Dely Batfiwalla (74),
408-C, Libra, Lower Kharodi,
Malad (W), 400095; July 30
Darva Fedvelfi Biflimoria (87),
Empress Bldg, 13,
Musserwanji Petit 51, Gram
Rd., 400007; July 30

Kavas Fram Byramji (72), 4,
Petit Block, Mehla Patel Agiary
51 Gramt Bd, 400007; July 30
Perin Soli Desai (78), A-11,
Indian Hotels Soc, N. Dutta
Marg, Four Bglws, Andheri
(W), 400053; July 30

Phiroze Khurshedji
Palkhiwela (800, AGM1-23,
LIC Clny, Jeevan Bima Ngr,
Borivh (W), 400103; July 30

CALCUTTA

DIED

Keke Soralji Avari, hushand
of Roshan and brother of late
Dinamai Khambatta and
Putlamai Mchemosh; June 4

DELHI

AN

A boy, Rayen, W Armaz and
Vistasp Bhagwagar, May |

FOONA

DIED

Plrvoze Harariea (T3);
January 26 (cremated)
Dhenjisiene Horimeesfi Mehia
(%), 872, Dastur Meher Rd,
411001: June 15

Sheroo Rustomgi Driver (75),
Shalimar Chowk, Daund, Dist
Pune, 413801; June 16

Heli ool Sebeowrfer (82),
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FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
Bombay India
This issue  1999% This issue
BIRTHS
Boys 3 45 i
Girls 2 43 =
MARRIAGES
Parsi 3 130 1
INTERCOMMUNAL
Males married out — 3 -
Females married oul - 4 —
DEATHS
CONSIGNED
Males 26 280 6
Females 43 o7 G
CREMATED
Males - 2 1
Females - 2 -

*Running tolals for 1999 (January 1999-Seplember 1999 issues)
Owverseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Parsiang does not have a breakup of those cremaled.

World
1999* This issue 1999*
T 2 10
— 1 9
i 3 ]
= = 1
60 3 19
47 4 17

*These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Farsizna. They do not represent the
total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

Canopus Apts, Boat Club Rd,
411001 Junc 25

Benoobai Avdeshiv Patel (87),
24, Pushpak Soc, Kalyaninagar,

411004 June 26

SURAT
DIED
Kfislre Jelangir Blerneeha
(78}, Room no 205, Devehaya
Apt. Shahpore, 395003; July |
Nozer Samshedji Pontliaki
(49}, Dadabhai Park, Vakil St
Shahpore. 395003; July 2
Darabshaw Hormuspi Parel
(79}, Perin Villa, Adagra St
MNanpura. 3950015 July 12
Meferbar Darabsian
felthapaoria (82), Vakil 51,
Shahpore, 395003; July 14
Rewtevnes Bejonge Cleaclva (88),
Mot Mohallo, Rustompur,
J95002; July 20
Roshan Yazdi Bleegar (40),
Village Adajan, Dist Surat;
July 26

T
AUSTRALIA
New South Wales
IMED
Pilloer Jal Siglivwa, mother of
Sohrab, in Sydney; June 3

CANADA

Onlario

:\.lﬁ.l{ﬁ"‘j;

Rinwaz Shraff, daughter of

Mehr and Murzban, and
Narvimean Varcha, son of
Shireen and Cawas; July 2
Zhralel Conissariat, daughter
of Anita and Homi, and
Roosied Golwalla, son of
Sarfaraz and Feroze: July 23

KENYA

DIED

Manchersienw Hormasji
Dehoa (823, father of Homi,
Earuch, Cawas, Manck and
Aban Sutaria, in Mombasa,
Aprl 10

UK

Berkshire

DIED

Kharshed Peter Lilley (59),
Rolphton, Island Farm Rd,
RG7 4EB: July 5

London

BORN

A boy, Sam, 1o Aslraf
and Farokh Falahati,
brother 1o Nikzad;

May 12

A boy, Zal, to Jemaz and
Javied Canteenwaler,
May 16

MARKIED

Kashumira Mistry of
Middlesex, daughter of
Silloo and Jal, and Homver

Fenibanda, son of Homai
and Moshir of Leicestershire;
May 22

[IED

Minoo Shawakshaw Chaihia
(75), 14, Stonecroft,
Shrewsbury Crescent, NWI10;
June 8

Middlesex

DED

Adi Ashburner (84),
Sherezade, 26, College Rd,
Isleworth, TWT SDW;
June 16

Surrey

DIED

Roshan Dehnugara, Corrigan,
The Chase, Couldsdon, CR5
2EG, May 31

USA

California

[MED

Perviz Bejan Malbari,
sister of Khurshed Kotwal;
July 4

Texas

BORN

A girl, Katie, 1o Sharmeen
and Perey Master in
Houston; July 7

Compiled by Roxana A. Daver



We Have Designs
on Youl!
Ammayesh can
hand-embroider
your fantasies on fo
sarees, dupattas,
ghagras, cholis,
jackets, vests, hand
bags, cushion
covers and other
products.
(Exquisite Parsi
Garas are our forte.)
An Armayesh
cregtion is a duet
between needle
and fabric, labor
and love, for we
are a world-leading
manufacturer-
exporter of
the finest
hand-embroidered
designs.
International quality
and timely delivery
are our hallmarks.
In our case beauty

Xf TS 4" . < re ¥ £ 1 isnt skin-deep.
L84 7 f S, Armayesh

A S e OP LW i .
7A e Fine 5 Hand T e
O 51“‘0/'(/937 _ Sorever

Please telephone Ms MNILOUFER IRANI o Mr ARMAND M. AGA on 3084283/3072330 fo
finclise the date and time of your visit to owr Design Studio and Showroom.
Armayesh Fashions Pyt Ltd. Design Studio and Showroomn, 513-Veena Killedar Estote, Pals Street.
Byculla (W), Mumbal 400011Fox: (§1-22) 3003139, E-mail: Armayesh@boma.vsnl.net.in




£L1 00 BAGION

BE/LO-SNENHIN #3406 N Y

Iuswledard inoyas 1sod o paauss

Serve it with pride.

MudraINT97T1

Bl

Rasna International, the premium instant drink with real fruit powder.
Avaifable in 3 flavours (Orange, Mango and Pineapple} & 3 sizes (500 gm., 250 gm. and single serve sachets).
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