e el Lia: .:....l..“...,.ffﬁ..

JULY-AUGUST 1999 Rs 55

S

e,



Ever wonder why x McDonald’s burger tastes
50 great? The buns so soft. the fettuce so crisp
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Essential and others Iike him at AFL,
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Maharaja Mac.

The cheese comes from Baramat

Lettuce from Ooty. Dehradun,

Delhi and Yalegaon. Ketchups.
sauces and sandwich spreads from Ludhrana
And the meat patties from Hyderabad

Buz 1's not only the Maharaa Mag, everything

on the menu at McDonald's is just as fresh
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This 15 where AFL's command over food supply:
chain planning comes into play

Afier McDanald’s place their order on our
intranet, our trucks acnve at multiple supply points.
These trucks, with three temperature 20nes each,
are loaded to McDonald's specificauons. The Dats
Recording System inside nu.n:

truck records and

maintaing temperatures.
duning transit. Getung .:nanmn.:? as fresh as
possible, to the McDonald’s hubs.

So what made McDonald's choose AFL as the
¢o-ordinator for their supply ¢hain?

The answer L:es in fifty years of expertise,
And investments,

In 1945, AFL launched air freight forwarding

n Indn. From there we've come a long way to
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become the one-stop

movement conglomerate.
Today. we prowvide business

solutons 10 moving anything,

anywhere, anytime, by ac,

over land,

or throygh water.
For this, we have upgraded our technology
and systems at every step. Evidence of our peowding
the finestinfrastructure. are 1200 PCs connecting
over 200 offices. hubs and key customers.

This cedication has allowed our turnover to
exceed Rs. 550 crore today. We beheve «t wall help
us cross the Rs. 1000 crore mark by 2002.

We believe vee have the ingred:ients to make o,
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READERS' FORUM

Readers' views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.0. Box #8392,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

“In the eye of...”

In the article “In the eye of a storm™ by
K. M. Dastwoor (Parsiana, February-
March 1999) I was appalled at the theo-
logical case made out against the dona-
tion of cyes as something a lay reader
like me inferred 1o be a hindrance o the
transmigration of the soul.

In fact, from the time the ancient
Zoroastrians practised our religion in
ancient Iran, to the current times, we
have attached no importance to the body
which is returned to the elements. We do
though attach all the importance to the
requisite prayers being performed lor
the first four days, the 10th, 30th and
365th day. That is why we do not con-
slruct II'IiIIJSﬂ1ﬂi.II'I=IH over the COTPsCs,

MNow, there are millions who go blind
each year and many are in need ol cor-
neal implants. How can K. N. Dastoor
preach a regressive, almost an anti-Zo-
roasirian, message nol o donate one’s
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eyes, alter death? I is better that a blind
person sees light again than a vulture or
a crow or a kite relishes our eyes,

Tomy knowledge, thereis nothing in
our seriplures against organ donations.
Itis such archaic and unscientific beliels
which disillusion our youngsters who
are revolied by such suggestions, more
sofrom the clergy. Maybe K. M. Dastoor
draws a hiberal inspiration from the
Vendidad which states that any part/
organ of the body once detached (from
the body) is labelled nase which gives
rise (o the free exercise of the demon
druj-i-nasw. That progress is the watch-
word of Zoroastrianism is abundantly
evident in Yasnas 309 and 34,15 K. N.
Dastoor’s proposal puts the clock back
by 1000, if not 5,000, years.

The days of spare-paris surgery have
alrcady arrived and maybe almost every
part of the hody could go to abank for its
clinical storage.

We are known for meaningful char-
iy, We exemplify charity. Let’s not put
the vultures above spare-parls surgery.

REHRAM T, DASTUR

“The three Parsi myths”
Brig N. B. Grant of Poona has invited
the readers of “The Three Parsi Myths,”
(Readers’ Forum, Parstena, April 1999)
to provide scientific explanations for
three rituals amongst the Parsis of Bom-
bay, viz drinking bull's wrine (rare),
diagnosis of death by the Doongerwadi
dog and not permitting a non-Parsi to
see a Parsi corpse aflter the last funeral
rites.

1 will restrict my comments only to
the first two practices mentioned above,
As far as drinking the rare is concerned,
I must mention that 1 have noted that
some priests ask the partics undergoing
the ceremony Lo only touch the vessel Lo
their lips. Thank God, there are at least
some sensible priests in our community.
Only the gullible would drink the dark,
foul-smelling liquid. The earlier this
practice is dispensed with the betier.
And why wash the hands with only
Detol or Listerine when many bacteri-
cidal soaps are available in the market?

Viewing of the corpse by a dog is an
entirely different matter. I don't think it
has anything to do with the diagnostic
capabilitics of a dog. In any case how
can a dog detect life or death from a
distance of at least 10 feet when even a

medical practitioner has to sit by the
side of the patient to feel the pulse or
hear the heartbeats with a stethoscope?
I am of the opinion that this ritual
signifies a farewell from this earth from
man’s best fniend.

Let me also take this opportunity 1o
commenl upon an erroncous belief
amongst some Parsis that modern elec-
tric gadgets like tube lights, exhaust
fans, ceiling fans and pedestal fans
should not be used in fire-temples.

Ms Pervin J. Mistry of Toronto,
Canada recently wrote a long article in
the Jam-e-Jamshed Weekly of April 18,
1999 contending that the electro-mag-
netic field of the electric gadgets clashes
with and destroys the electro-magnetic
field of the wood fire (she calls it the
“aipee of the atash padshah™) and this
results in our ill health. If she knew that
sitting inadark. dingy, smoky and stuffy
atmosphere in the fire-temples without
the help of exhaust and other fans could
lead to serious lung problems, Ms Mistry
would not have written such an article.

Dr . D. SUNAVALA

We Parsis seem to excel in the art of
antagonizing others, by perpetrating
certain uncalled-for, uncivilized and
senseless acts/customs which may seem
innocent or unintentional but are, never-
theless, enough to cause insulthumilia-
tionfembarrassment to all concerned.
One such act is forbidding non-Parsi
friends to go near, cast their shadow and
perform sezdo to their dear departed
Parsi friends.

I have attended funerals of almost all
communities, at different places in In-
dia; no one has ever prevented me from
going near the dead reciting our brief
prayers, if [ wanted 10.

With the passage of time and after
realizing our folly, the bahargamwalla
Parsis, residing outside Bombay, Ban-
galore and a few places in Gujarat, are
permitting their non-Parsi friends and
fellow-office-goers to attend funerals of
their Parsi friends, to go near the dead
and perform sezdo. This gesture of the
balargamwallas has proved their far-
sightedness, liberalism, down-to-carth
approach and common sense.

The Bombay Parsi Punchayel and
the community, in the past, acted mag-
nanimously and are allowing the dead
bodies of Parsi girls married outside the
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communily o be consigned 1o the
dokhmas! It is hoped that, once again,
the same magnanimity will be shown
and our non-Parsi [riends will be al-
lowed 10 atiend the Parsi funerals and
perform sexdo, provided the relatives of
the deceased are agreeable. This will
remove the irritation which exists now
and foster better relationship and broth-
erhood amongst all communities.
DALLL GUNDEVIA

More “Parsi myths”
Apropos letters from Mr D. Gundevia ol
Bombay “Outlived the dokhmas™" and
Brig N. B. Grant of Poona “The three
Parsimyths” in your issue of April 19949,
I am spurred to add my views on some
more myths connected with our cus-
toms and rituals. [ regret my inability 1o
enlighten Brig Grant as there are no
scienlific oreven plausible explanations
for the myths stated by him.

The nirang is prepared from the urine
of a white bull after subjecting the urine
1o some lengthy and expensive religious
ceremony. | understand that while pre-
paring nirang, urine from other ordinary
bulls is mixed with the wrine ol the
\'ilr:lﬁi“ (03] Illilkl‘.."-' up an EIEICIIUH[E -
tity, The dark port wine color imparted

to the nirang is due to conversion of a
pigmenturobilinogen presentinihe urine
to urobilin. The nauseating ritwal of
drinking a small quantity ol nirang as a
part of the ablution process prior to the
navjote and wedding ceremonics amount
Lo consumption of an excretory product
ol another animal. It appears as repul-
sive as the practice amongsi the Masais
and other African tribes requiring lor
initiation into adulthood compulsory
drinking of a decoction made up of a
mixture of cattle blood and semen. The
poor varasio leads alonely life tied up in
an enclosure withoul exercise, sex or
company of other animals. although he
is well Fed inthe true Parsi tradition with
malido and daran. When a varasio dies,
I am informed that his body 1s taken o
Doongerwadi and buried next o a
dokhma, alterdue recitation of geh sama
prayers. A Parsi Zoroastrian who opls
for burial is denied geh sarna ceremony
by the very same priesis.

With the possible exception of the
dokhmas in Bombay. almost all the other
dokhmas in small towns in India (and
carlier even abroad) are an anachro-
nism. In Bombay, five dokhmas are
situated in an arca of 42 acres on op of
Malabar Hill situated in the center of the

city, surrounded by posh high-rise apart-
menis. Four other dokhmas are outside
the Malabar Hill arca and have been
closed down for a long time. The
dokhmas situated on the Malabar Hill
are functional due to the fact that on an
average three to four bodies of Zoroas-
trians are consigned daily and hence the
carrion birds, vultures, find a regular
and adequate quantity of food and due o
heavy vegetation around the dokhmas
are able to nest and breed in the vicinity
away from noise and pollution. Such
situations are nol available in the vicin-
ity of dokhmas situated in smaller towns,
wherein the consigned dead bodies are
left 1o rot and decompose. Periodically,
the bones, non-biodegradable tissues,
et are collected and buried ina pitina
ritual called asrodan. Why can’t we from
the beginning give a decent burial o a
dead person? The present grave of Cyrus
the Greatis only an astodan, 2,000 years
old, containing only the bones.

There are two myths connected with
dokhmenashini. First, thatthe dead body
is completely consumed within a few
hours by the carrion birds. One has only
tosee “Wild Africa” onthe TV channels
of Discovery and National Geographic
to realize how long it takes 1o consume
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hours by the carrion birds. One has only
1o see “Wild Africa™ on the TV chan-
nels of Discovery and National Geo-
graphic to realize how long it takes 1o
consume a carcass even with plenty of
predators and carrion birds. The second
myth is that the bones are converted 1o
a powder state by the hot sun rays. It is

relevant 1o know in this context that
bones of dinosaurs which became ex-
tinct 65 million years ago are still found
intact in the hot environment of the
Wyoming desertin the USA (see “Look-

ing forward,” Readers’ Forum,
Parsiana, December 1995). Unloriu-
nately. even educated Zoroasirians
blindly believe in the wrong informa-
tion passed on to them regarding the

ulumate state of the dead body in the
dokhmas.

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP)
incurs a yearly expenditure/loss of Rs
22 lakhs to maintain the dokhmas. Even
the system of burials is not a practical
proposition as the upkeep of an addi-
tional about 1,000 graves per year and
the cemetery will be very expensive,
The only logical solution is 1o accepl
the system of cremation in an electric
crematorium which has no fire to defile
as the dead bodies are rapidly burnt 1o
ashes by the intense heal generated by
the high wattage of electricily.

A booklet Tower af Silence pub-
lished by the BPP in 1994 has a number
of letters. mostly more than a century
old from British and other foreign visi-
tors extolling the system of dokhme-
nashini. All these invitees were shown
only the verdant surroundings of the
Doonger-wadi and none of them was
given an opportunity 1o peep into the
inside of a dokhma.

The other problem that the BPP will
have 1o face shortly will be the replace-
ment of the aging nassessalars who are
the only people willing o undertake the
grim job of daily taking the dead bodies
inside the dokhmas. There are only 13
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nassessalars at present lefl as per the
last count that I know of and due to our
repulsive attitude of treating them as
social outcastes, it will be extremely
difficult to replace them as their chil-
dren are looking out for greener pas-
tures and marriages outside the com-
munity. No job in the world is so debas-
ing as that of a nassessalar who day in
and day oul sces nothing except the
grim and the ghastly interior of the
dokhmas and the wailing of the rela-
tives of the dead. In all religions, be it
Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, etc, it is
considered a privilege to carry the dead
bady of the dear and departed one to the
ultimate resting place. We too can adop!
this system if burial or cremation is
taken up as our system of disposal of
dead bodies.

What was accepted centuries ago as
dokhmenashini is completely out of
place in the way it is practiced currently
in the cities, with the rapid urbanization
and keen awarencss for the preserva-
tion of a healthy environment with
emphasis on pollution cantrol. We have
to be aware of the onslaught from the
rapidly growing! army of environmen-
talists and PILs (public interest liti-
gators) and start thinking of either alter-
nate ways of disposal of dead bodies, or
il we intend to continue with our system
of dokhmenashini, then we must be
prepared o shift the dokhmas well out-
side the city limits at considerable ex-
pense Lo the community.

Any Zoroastrian who opts for burial
or cremation is considered an infidel
and is denied the usual prayers for the
first four days. From the fifth day on-
wards, the deceased is accepted as a
Zoroastrian and all the prayers and cer-
cmonies connected with the first 10
days, monthly, six monthly, annually
and therealter are performed by the
same priests who refused to do even a
zch sarna ceremony. 1 have never un-
derstood this atitude of our priests and
any cxplanation will only smack of
hypocrisy and double standards,

On more than one occasion, 1 have
been a wilness to the mostembarrassing
situation, when a non-Zoroastrian who
came from a long distance to pay hom-
age and last respects to his departed
Zoroastrian {riend found that he was
not permitted to sce the face or even 1o
place some flowers. Mo religion en-
forces such a cruel rule as all men are
equal in the eyes of God. However, we
permit a flea-ridden and mangy dog to
sce the dead body.

It is accepted that a marriage within
the community has many advaniages
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and should be encouraged as it brings
together couples who are brought up in
the same environment of a common
religion, culiure and way of life.

In certain cases inter-communal mar-
riages occur due to personal reasons of
the couple. In such cases it is imperative
that such marriages are accepted if the
girl retains her Zoroastrian religion of
birth and the marriage is solemnized
under the Special Marriage Act and not
by any other religious marriage cer-
emony. Even in such cases, the girl (and
not the boy) of such marriage is excom-
municated and the children are debarred
[rom accepling the Zoroastrian religion,
although the non-Zoroastrian father has
no objection to his children opting for
the Zoroastrian religion. At some places,
even the children of a Zoroastrian father
and alien mother are debarred from en-
tering the fire-temple till the navjote
ceremony is performed, thus depriving
the young children of knowing, learning
and appreciating our own religion dur-
ing their most formative period of life
till the navjote is performed nearer the
age of nine years,

The result of these senseless resiric-
tions is that we are slowly but surely
reducing our already depleted popula-
tion. Prof Jamsheed K. Choksy has
rightly stressed that “once a community
declines in number, its revival is a pipe
dream” (“How Iran became Islamic,”
Books, Parsiana, April 1999). Even one
of our most respecied trusiees of the
BPP has in an article cautioned us that
within a few decades our number in
India will be down 1o 30,000 1o 40,000
and we might get a status of a tribe or
protecied ethnic group. Even al present
we are only 0.0006 percent of the teem-
ing Indian population. Itis high time we
set aside dwelling on our glorious past
and work to ensure the survival of our
small but still unique ethnic group. One
of the most practical and sensible ap-
proaches, however minimal in impact,
is 1o accept all children of mixed mar-
riages into the fold of our community,
This has become a vital issue as inter-
community marriages arc on the in-
crease, even as much as 30 percent in
some areas. Then there is our low fertil-
ity rate, compounded further due to late
MArTiages.

I have no intention of suggesting
radical changes in all aspects of our
community life and rituals. Many of our
rituals are practical and bring joy and
happiness 1o us. These must be pre-
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served o keep the identity of our com-
munity and should lorm a template for
our [uture generations 1o follow. At the
same lime let us remove our blinkers
and be not afraid 10 discard unneces-
sary. impractical and out of time rituals
and customs as we face the coming
millennium, D AL 13 DISAWALLA

Bangalore

“Filling in the gaps”

In your issue of April 1999, aleuer titled
“Filling in the gaps.” by Dr Ardeshir B,
Damania, California, USA refers 1o the
Parsi owned shops at Khodadad Circle.
Further 1o those that Dr Damania has
mentioned, 1 would like 10 add three
other names. There was one Aga Broth-
ers where we would get evening snacks
with lovely bhelpuriand Solty ice cream.,
Then there were two pharmacists namely
Adie and Company, which siill exists
but the management has changed, and
the other was Khushroo and Sons where
today the noted shop of Babubhai
Bhawanji stands,

In his letter Dr Damania also writes
that Khodadad Circle is saved lrom be-
ing renamed. | would like 1o stae here
with pride that it is beeause of my [ather
Mr Firoee K. Sholapurwala’s elforts that
this ghastly act of renaming the Circle
has been prevented. He has been light-
ing for this cause lor the last three de-
cades with all his disabilities and with
the family and other businessmen's sup-
port. It is because of his elforts that
today the BEST buses display
“Khodadad Circle” instcad of “Dadar
1T as the destination. There was a plan
1o remove the Cirele for casy Mow of
tralfie but due to his zeal and enthusi-
asm, the authorities had to drop the idea
ol removing the Circle.

RUKHSHANA F. SHOLAFURWALA

“We have to learn from...”
In the February-March issuc ol Parsicnea
Mr Kobad Zarolia, president of the Zo-
roastrian Socicty of Ontario, made some
uninformed and petulant remarks about

The World Zoroastrian Qrganisation .

(WZ0). 1 leel it my duty to inform your
readers and the community how wrong
Mr Zarolia 15 in the views expressed by
him ("We have 1o learn from the
churches,” Zoroastrians Abroad).
Despite the (acts and the history of
WZ0's origin, working and finances,
well-known and repeated lor years, some
Zarathushtis keep on raising them as
questions again and again. They simply
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do not want to accept them, real as they
are.

The UK Zarathushtis did not arro-
gate the title “world” for their organiza-
tion. The community charged them with
the task of creating a world body to fulfil
repeated calls made by our World Zoro-
astrian Congresses, when the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) failed 1o respond.
A commiltee of several respected Zara-
thushtis then representing Iran, India,
UK, North America, etc worked on a
charter to create the world body and
incorporate itin the UK, inthe altiermath
of the Khomeini revolution. Afler con-
sultations world-wide, WZ0 was cstab-
lished under UK company laws and later
on charity laws, 10 serve the community
world-wide.

Since then, many associations in In-
dia, Pakistan, Hong Kong, UK, Singa-
pore, Australia, New Zealand, Africa
and even North America, have joined
WZ0, and through them, and ¢ven di-
rectly. the Zarathushtis living in their
Jurisdiction. | know many Zoroastrans
who have joined WZO as members and
many, many donors to WZ0 who con-
sider themselves members of WZO. So
the number of Zoroastrians supporting

WZO could casily total and possibly

exceed Mr Zarolia's figure of 28,000
attributed rightly or wrongly to Mr A.
Davar. Do such figures really matter?

A community i1s made up of indi-
viduals and legal entities like associa-
tions and federations. It is strong when
both work together as one. WZO's op-
erations are an object lesson to individu-
als and associationsfanjumans 1o join
forces and work together for the better-
ment of the community.

No, MrZarolia, WZ0 is nota welfare
organization only, Thatis the label which
those like you, who want tocreate arival
WCZF (World Council of Zoroastrian
Federations), have given 10 WZO be-
cause they want 1o do a part of its work.
In addition o its wellare work, WZ0
supports [ire-temples, priesis, irusis,
their training, research on religion, edu-
cation within the community, etc.

The work of representing and pro-
tecting the community with govern-
ments and international organiza-
tions, which Mr Zarolia convenicnily
prefers to ignore, has been done by
WZO as successfully as its wellare
work since its inception 20 years ago.
Many lranian Zarathushtis found ref-
uge in the West due to s efforts.
Since then, many Zarathushn lives

have been saved, or their properties
protected by WZO0's interventions
with governments. To be effective,
this work has to be done with diplo-
macy, tact and without publicity.

Mr Zarolia’s view of WZO finances
is also misinformed. Membership fees
can hardly support WZO's many activi-
ties. It is the munificent donations of
individual Zarathushtis, family trusts,
etc that do so. In 1998, over $ 1,000,000
was collected and channeled back for
community activities. In addition, a
Medical Benevolent Fund and a sepa-
rate World Zarathushtrian Trust Fund
endorsed by a Zarathushti family for all
activities of WZ0, provide additional
resources,

WZO's accounts are scrupulously
audited every year by a well-known
chartered accountancy firmand are pub-
lished and sent to all WZ0O members
along with an annual report. There is no
“secret” or “hanky panky” as he sug-
gests. This would simply not be possible
under UK charity laws. As with all cor-
porations, outsiders are free 1o ask fora
copy. or scrutinize them at the corporale
headquarters.

Despite all this work that our
community's world body has done

Moving ahead
Moving forward

N
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successlully for nearly two decades if
Mr Zarolia does not want to accept it
as such, then that is his privilege. But
do you, Mr Zarolia, really want 1o cut
off your Toronto communily's nose
to spite your face? Because that is
exactly what you would be doing if
you took out Toronto from the Fed-
cration of Zoroastrian Associations
of North America. Does your commu-
nity back you? Or is it a threal to
frighten other North American asso-
ciations into not joining a restruc-
tured WZO, and despite a majority
wish in our global community in its
support, push them instead into join-
ing a separate world body of federa-
tions and associations, WCZF?

The office bearers of WZO have
shown clearly that individual mem-
bership along with association mem-
bership has worked very well for the
past 19 years. Let us as Zoroastrians
stick with this well-tried and tested
format of The World Zoroastrian
Organisation. Let the world commu-
nity unite under a restructured WZ0.
Letus work together 1o make it strong.
By doing so, we only sirengthen
ourselves and our future.

D.T. MARFATIA

“Resurrection of Parsis”

I came across an article “Resurrection
of Parsis” (Readers® Forum, Parsiana,
February-March 1999) by Roda D.
Hakim ol Baroda which has prompted
me to wrile to you. This is an appeal to
Ms Hakim and others like her not to
misguide the other members of our
communily by writing something of
which they are totally unaware.

Ms Hakim does not know what she is
talking about when she refers to bring-
ing the children of either parents mar-
ried outside “into our fold.”

The most important thing overlooked
by those Parsis marrying outside is that
bringing their non-Parsi children into our
fold and thus increasing our numbers is
not going Lo solve problems. What can be
expected of their children when the par-
ents themselves have drifted away from
their own religion, being totally ignorant
of its teachings? Intermarriages by Parsi
men or women are not recognizable nor
performable and, therefore, their children
having any right to be inducted in the
Zoroastrian religion does not arise. There
should not even be asuggestion that chil-
dren of intermarried Parsi women or men
should have a right to be inducted, for
there should be no discrimination be-
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iween cither sexes according o the
Mazdayasni religion. No judicial decree
wis ever passed for allowing induction of
children of intermarried Parsi men into
the Zoroastrian faith. It is the biggest
wrongdoing for, as the saying goes, “They
know not what they're doing.” (The
Bombay High Court judgment of Justices
Beaman and Daver states that children
born of a Parsi father are considered Parsis
— Editor)

Ours is not a dying religion. Even
with the reduced number of members
who still are staunch believers only of
the Mazdayasni Zarathushti religion we
will survive against all odds.

Ourancestors fled theirancient home-
land for the sole purpose of preserving
the religion of Zarathushtra and not for
any materialistic or hedonistic motives
— this is a covenanted trust and all of us
are but trustee-custodians of this solemn
legacy. We should, therefore, be able
to respect these religious laws with
the total faith and sincerity they de-
serve, instead of maligning them by
disrespectful suggestions.

K. COLABEWALLA

The star and the ship

“Indians have had for many centuries a
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“Such are, indeed,

The saviors of the earth,
They follow duty’s call,
The call of love;

Mazda, they listen

Unto Vohu Mana;

They do what Asha bids,
And thy commands;
Surely, they are

The vanquishers of hate.”
“Such are, indeed,

The saviors of the earth,
They follow duty’s call,
The call of love;

Translation by I. J. Taraporewala of Yasna 48.12 of
Spentomard Gatha, Chapter IV

With Best Compliments From

Behram Rana
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fine tradition of seamanship and it is
well-known that in the days of wooden
ships, there was a flourishing Parsi ship-
building industry in this country. The
Hindu colonization of lands across the
seas—in Havanaand Malaya, in Ceylon
and Cambodia— bears testimony to the
excellence of the Indian mercantile ma-
rine in the past and the qualities of navi-
gational skill. What is perhaps not so
well known is that even as recently as
the last century, Indian-built ships played
no little part in the merchant and fight-
ing navies of Europe,” wrote D. Rad-
hakrishnan in December 1954,

In 1806, with the loss of the British
warships, the Fly and the Intrepid, the
Bombay Council ordered the building
of a 74-gun ship in the Bombay Dock-
vard. It was completed by May 1810and
was launched on Tuesday, June 19, The
Bombay Chronicle of June 23, 1810
describes her launching: “On Tuesday
last His Majesty's ship, 74 guns, built in
the new docks of this presidency by
Jamsetjee Bomanjee was floated into
the stream at high water, after the usual
ceremony of breaking the bottle had
been performed by the honorable gov-
ernor Jonathan Duncan.

“In having produced this ship,
Bombay Parsis are entitled to the distin-
guished praise of providing the first and
only British ship of the line built out of
the limits of the mother country, and in
the opinion of very competent judges,
the ship for beauty of construction and
strength of frame, may stand in compe-
tition withany man-of-war that has come
out of the most celebrated dockyards of
Great Britain,”

The master of the ship, Capt McArthur
Low, wrote, *I have heard many of them
declare, that no ship so highly finished,
or composed throughout of material so
good, had been launched from any of
His Majesty's dockyards, or any yard in
England, during the last 50 years, nor
was the scarcity of good timber likely to
admit such selection of that article for
any one ship as was observable in this
ship for many years to come. We have
found her in all circumstances answer
extremely well in my opinion better
than any ship in which 1 have sailed
hitherto.”

During the American War of Inde-
pendence in 1812, ayoung lawyernamed
Key sailed down Chesapeake Bay to
obtain the release of an American pris-
oner held on board an English warship.
Key reached the vessel just as the British
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began 1o bombard Fort McHency. He
oo was detained as a prisoner.

All night from the deck he watched
bursting bombs explode over the dis-
tant fort. In the Mashes of light he could
see the American fag still floating.
Toward morning the firing ceased. In
the darkness, Key had no way of know-
ing which side had been viclorious.
When the “dawn’s carly light" revealed
the stars and stripes still waving in the
breeze, Francis Scoul Key wrote the
first stanzas of the song. Later in the
day, after his release from the English
warship. he sailed back 1o Baltimore. It
was then that he wrote the other stanzas.
For his song Key borrowed an old tune
that Englishmen had brought to the
colonies. Because it sings of the flag,
Key's song was named The Srar
Spangled Banner. IUis now the national
anthem of the United States of America.

That English warship was the Minden
which was none other than the one
Jamsetjee Bomanjee builtinthe Bombay
Dockyard — the only British gun ship
built outside Britain — and which gave
America its national anthem, The Srar
Spangled Banner, Brig M. B, GRANT

Pooma

The prominent Patels

“There is an adage in Marathi, “Where
there is a Parsi, lere is success (Parsi
1éthé sarasi)”™, wrote Govind Narayan
Madkholkar, a Maharashtrian chroni-

cler in his book Mumbaiche Varnan
(History of Bombay) published in 1863.
He pays handsome compliments (o the
Parsi community in the following words:
“Parsis were in the forefrontin trade and
commerce and government establish-
ments. They camed honor and respect
both from the government and the
people... They converted adversities into
opportunitics by their sheer enterprise,
ingenuity, adaptability and generosity.
In the course of time, Parsis excelled in
every field they entered. They owned
nothing in the island when they arrived.
But Parsis owned half of the Bombay
island and city. In 1854 Parsis num-
bered 1,10,544."

During the Poriuguese rule, one
Dorabji, founder of the Patel family,
was residing with his family. Dorabji
was looking after the administration on
behalf of the Portuguese.

During the East India Company’s
regime, Rustomji, son of Dorabji, helped
the government by mobilizing the
lisherfolk (Kolis) to repel the invasion
by the Siddis of Janjirain 1692 when the
plague epidemic broke out during which
quite a good number of soldiers and
people were killed. For his bravery the
government conferred the title of
Patelship upon Rustomji and made it
hereditary. Rustomji Dorabji was liv-

Cawasji Parel (left) and Dorabyji
Photos: Pars! Lustre on (ndian Sod
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the government by mobilizing
lisherfolk (Kolis) 1o repel the invasion
by the Siddis of Janjira in 1692 when
the plague epidemic broke out during
which quite a good number of soldicrs
and people were killed. For his bravery
the government conferred the title of
Patelship upon Rustomji and made it
hereditary. Rustomji Dorabji was liv-
ing quietly in the island honored alike
by the government and by the lisherlolk
{ Kalis) whose domestic disputes he was
empowered Lo scule.

In Fater years, his son Cawasji be-
came the Patel during the governorship
of Hormby, He built the Tank near
Bhuleshwar popularly known as Cawasji
Patel Tank (C. P. Tank) and the road
passing the Tank is still known as
Cawasji Patel Tank Road. Besides, a
street in the Fort area still bears the
maume of this great Parsi gentleman,
Cawasji Rustomiji owned large landed
properties. He was respected by all alike,
Adter the takeover of Thane from the
Marathas by the English, Cawasji Patel
wis instrumental in its growth and de-
velopment. He helped establishthe Parsi
seltlements in the island. Besides,
Cawasji Patel was himsell one of

Prof. Sohrab Manchershaw
Wadia Scholarship

The Parsi Panchayat of Vadodarm invites
applications for the above scholarship
Trom Parsi or Irani Zoroastnan Students

prosecuting Under-graduae, Post-graduane
or Besearch studies at Doctorate/Post-

doctorte level, for the academic year 1999-

200 an any of the understated institutions:
L Any Indian Institute of Technology

(LLT.)

2. Any Indian Institute of Management
(LML)
Tata School of Social Sciences. Bombay
- Inchian Institnie of Scicnce, Bangalore
3. Department of Chemical Technology
(UDCT)Y. Bombay
6. Engineering University., Roorkee
7. Dhanbad School of Mines
5. Bhabha Atomic Encrgy Centre ( BARC)
4. Any National Laboratory or Institute
under Council of Scientilic and
Industrial Research (CSIR)
16k Any All India Institate of repute
L. Any Foreign University or Institute
ol repute

Chaly sustestimaling students with comsastemly
eavelbemt soadeniic recond wouild be comsidensd

Presonbad application fm nuy e obinaned by
sothing i selfmddressed envebope (47 £ 07 10
The Secrelary
Shiree Vimbodaga Parsi Paschayoat. Hiras Boasg,
Posa-tMiice Roml. Faschgung. Vadisdarn 3900002

Last abate for receipt of filled spplication forms
is September 30, 19909,

200 Farsiana Sdy-Augost 1995

the big iraders, GOPINATH BHALEKER
Another sacred fire

An extract from a book 1 read here in
Manipur. Maid of the Mouniains by R.
Constanting, may interest Zoroastrians:”
The Loi scheduled caste is a privileged
lot inasmuch as the caste Hindus, even
rovalty, confer a unique honor on them,
Most of them live in a hamler called
Andro, They keep a fire going which is
considered sacred all over Manipur, It
is i very interesting phenomenon. This
15 perhaps the oldest manmade fire in
India which has been burning without a
break forcenturics. Nobody knows when
it was started.

“According 1o legend. o ruler by
name Pana Ningthou (King) ignited
the lire by rubbing flints. In days of
vore, when people did not know how
to make a lire they used 1w come here
1o take some for domestic use, It is
now kept burning by firewood sup-
plicd by each houschold. The village
Pardhan s in charge of the fire. A
walchman is carmarked by cvery
house in turn 1o keep vigil on i,

“Being the most sacred fire. it used
1o be taken by lighting a lamp for the
coronation ol the King. For other strictly
Meitei public functions, the Andro fire
i5 o necessary clement. Its ashes are
believed to have some medicinal quali-
lies 1o cure certain skin discases.

“The Andro fire deserves wide pub-
licity. Such a phenomenal element as
this is not known outside the stane a all.
It could be a wourist alraction ol no
mean interest.”  Col M D COMMISSARIAT

Imphal, Masipur

Indians first and last

Ever since our forelathers linded on the
hallowed shores ol India nearly 1,400
years ago, we Zoroastrians have been
unswerving in our allegiance and have
contributed wowards the growth, devel-
opment and safety of mother India in no
small measure,

Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of our
nation, said about us Zoroastrians —
“In numbers they are beneath contempi,
but in contribution beyond compare.”
We Zoroastrians have always prided
oursclves as being Indians first, Indians
last, and everyihing clse in-between.

For over amonth now, the brave men
ol our armed forces have been lighting
relentlessly. in the most difficult com-

bat zones ol the world, a0 heights of

I'5,000) Teet and more, to saleguard our
freedom, dignity and sclf-respect as

Indians. For our brave soldiers, death
and sorrow are their companions, hard-
ship their garment, determination and
valor their only shield. As Indians, we
must be united and undaunted in sup-
port of our gallant warriors who will-
ingly lay down their lives so that free-
dom may Mourish and we may live.

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP)
appeals to Zoroastrians residing every-
where in India to extend a helping hand
1o our valiant soldiers, by contributing
towards the welfare of the men of our
armed forces and that of their familics.

The BPP will receive and hand over
all amounts collected to the concerned
authorities, The BPP is proud to start the
ball rolling with a contribution of Rs
3.00,000 from its own coffers. The man-
agement of Jam-e-Jamshed Weeklv has
very kindly agreed to publish every week
a list given by the BPP in which the
names of individuals contributing Rs
1O and more will be acknowledged.

Cheques and dralts may please be
made out in the name of “National
Delence Fund™ and forwarded 1o The
Controller of Finance, Bombay Parsi
Punchayet, 209, Dr D. N. Road, Fori,
Bombay 400001,

A temporary acknowledgement will
be given by the BPP. Subscquently.
receipts will be forwarded to the indi-
vidual donors.

In conclusion, we urge every Indian
to recall the words of Sir Winston
Churchill in a speech made on October
29, 1941 — “Do not let us speak of
darkerdays; letus rather speak of sterner
days. These are not dark days; these are
great days — the greatest days that our
country has ever lived; and we must all
thank God that we have been allowed,
cach one of us according to our stations,
to play a part in making these days
memaorable in the history of our race.”

DINSHAW K. TAMBOLY
Trustee, Bombay Parsi Punchayet

New Dastur Co-Ed School

The Sardar Dastur Schools are pioneers
in bringing the benefit of education 10
Poona. The lirst school called the Sardar
Dastur Noshirwan Girls® High School
was founded in 1893, followed by the
Sardar Dastur Hoshang Boys' High
School in 1912 and the Bai Najamai
Noshirwan Dastur Primary and Nursery
Schools in 1953. A scparate hostel for
girls and boys located in the School
premises allows non-Poona residents to
avail of a Dastur education.

The Dastur family has dedicated it-
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Courtesy Mr Jamshed Guzder

Under the auspices of the MAZDAYASNIE MONASTERIE and the ALL INDIA SHAH BEHRAM BAUG
SOCIETY (for Scientific and Educational Research)

The one and only

e-mail: mazcol@hotmail.com

in the world

ZOROASTRIAN COLLEGE

Correspondence address : Mustafa Building, (2nd floar), Sir Pherozeshah Mehia Road, Bombay 400001. India,
Tel: 2660214, 2662950 after hours: 3644737 Fax: Bombay India 022-2662735-A/c 121 and 3634274 Ale 141

MEDICINA ALTERNATIVA MUMBAIWORLD CONGRESS — January 1999

Since 1986, Zoroastrian College has
led the world in pioneering the way lor
Holistic Health Sciences becoming well-
known, accepted and increasingly prac-
tced world-wide, through its Annual
Medicina Alternative World Congress

held in Janwary ot the Russian Cultural
Centre Bombay.,

The College conducts Training
Courses covering a very large number ol
subjects. Included in the broad spectrum
are Pendulum Dousing. Colour Therapy -

Upper: Chief Guest of Honour Field Marshal and Sam Maneckshaw being conferred the
Kaikhushroo Ardeshir Master Q. C. International Memarial Award, with Ms. Khurshid
Cooper, Justice Dinshaw Mehta (Retd.) and Dame Dr. Prof. Meher Master-Moos,
President Zoroastrian College, (seated in background L. to R. Dr. Hoshang Daruwala, Mr.
Sorabji Godrej and Dr. Mrs. Shyarmala Chandran). Lower: Lord Pandit Prof. Dr. Sir Anton
Jayasuriya, Chairman Medicina Alternativa International conferring Award along with
Dame Dr. Prof. Meher Master Moos on Dr. Ms. Mataliya Singh of Russia.

Dr. Col Dinshah Ghadiali’ s Spectro Chrome
Metry, Magnet, Music. Sound, Therapies,
Dr. Fred Fox's Bio Therapy, 6 Tastes Nan
Vaid System, Manthras and many more
methods.

Thanks to the work patin by Zoroastnan
College. India has benefited by new tech-
nilogies and methods of health care being
brought 1o India: In 1992 World Congress,
Dr. Park Jae Woo of Korea [irst came 1o
Inidia and since then, SU JOK Acupressure
and Acupunciure has spread for public ben-
elit throughout India. In 1994 World Con-
gress Rev, Dr. Fred J. Fox of England
brought BIO THERAPY to India and since
then from the family of the Vice-President
of India to the !'Humr:':n[ villager, people have
benefited by this unigue direct method of
clearing toxins from the body. In January
1993 world Congress. Dr. Thornton
Streeter brought Dr. Harry Oldiicld of UK.
ltest Kirlian Aura Pbotography, Comput-
erised equipment for ELECTRO CRYS-
TALTHERAPY and Cenlres are now open
in Bombay and Pane.

Zoroastrian College also provides the
facility World-wide for doing rescarch
thesis for B.Phil,, M.Phil , and Ph.D.
Degrees. This fcility has been availed of
by over 50 persons in different countries
with Thesis subjects ranging from Dr.
Purviz Kolsawalla®s massive computer-
isation of all AvestanTexts Avesta-En-
glish Dictionary, Paragna Yasoa Ceremo-
nies video, from Ausiralia, to Russia’s Dr.
Nutaliya Singh’s thesis on the Teachings
of her Asho Farohar, 1o Past Lives Regres-
sion treatment through Speciro Chrome
Metry from the West Indies,

In 1999 the Doctorate Degree by Re-
search Thesis was awarded 10

Dr. Prof. Meher Pavri for his great
rescarch on the Vendidad Texis -

ECOLOGICAL CONCEPTIONS IN
ZARATHUSHTRIAN  AVESTAN
TEXTS: DR. MRS, L. POONGOTHALI
of Coimbatore — Thesis entitled CURE
OF ILLNESS WITH REFERENCE TO
UNIVERSAL DYNAMICS, DR.
PANDIT KHEMCHANDSHARMA, for
his extraordinary Thesis on THE SYSTEM




Advertisement

OF THE NUCLEAR GROWTH AND
LIFE GROWN UP FROM THE SAD-
ERAHMA; THE COMPLETE ATOMIC
STRUCTURE IN THE RIG VEDA; DR.
B. LAKSHMI for her work on VEDIC
FLOWERS BIO THERAPY: DR. §. C.
SHUKLAJI for his work on ASTROL-
OGY: DR. THORNTON STREETER
forhis workon BIOPHY SICS: ELECTRO
CRYSTAL THERAPY.

All Zoroastrian College Rescarch The-
sisand many other books are available from
the College office address in Bombay.

Please write for the list of books and
casseltes available***

*=*Every one of us has the duty to have
the annual "Mukhtad” or Fravardegan Cer-
emonies performed Tor our dear late Tamily
members and riends - especially those
who have no family members surviving
who would have had these special prayer
ceremonies performed for 10 days annu-
ally.

)Au;:-:}rding to the birth death rate statis-
tics published in Parsianaevery year abouwt
1200 - 1300 Zoroastrians die - many
through old age between 70 and 100 years
- and only about 300 are born. This puts a
strain on the Agiary Panthakics who have
to cope with the full first year after death
ceremonies of all the persons who have
passed away during the previous year. [tis
increasingly difficult to cope with sepa-
rate tables and “Behra- (Nower vases) for
every individual “Asho Farohar”, with
separate “Baa)”, “Afringan™ “Furrokshi™
and “Satum”{once, twice or thrice daily)
for the persons who have passed away
several years ago.

Agiary Panthakies arc also facing the
problem of linding enough “part lime
mobeds” - Athornan family men who have
undergone the Navar ceremony and are
working in jobs full time - to cope with the
“Mukhtad rush™,

Every one of us, as Zoroastrians have o
face this problem. In the Fravardin Yasht
Ahura Mazda reveals o Spitama
Zarathushira how the Holy Farohars come
to the help of those who remember them
and pray for them: Karda 1.1

“Mraor Ahwra Mazdaao Spitamaei
Zarathushtraai, aeva to zaavare aojascha
kharene avascha rafnascha framrava,
erezve  Spitame,  val  ashaonadn
Sfravashinaam ughreanaam sivi-thuranaam
vatha me jasen avanghe vatha me baren
upastaanm  ughtaae  ashaonaam
Sfravashayp”

Thus 1 declare to you O righteous
Spitama, about the righteous powerful
and trivmphant Fravashis - with their
strength and power, their glory and com-
fort, they came to my assistance, the
powerful righteous Fravashis, helped me!

FORTHE ATTENTION OF ALL ZOROASTRIANS
WORLD-WIDE: FRAVARDEGAN CEREMONIES

Fravardegan ceremonies at the
Zorpastrain College-March 99 being
performed by Ervad Yazdi Karanjia.

(a5 they also help each one of us, who
invoke their help by remembering them
and praying for them.)

Al Zoroastnan College we are endeav-
oring 1o cope with this Communily crisis
and salve the problem by tackling it in two
Wiys:

1. To develop a good cadre of edu-
cated Zoroastrian Priests, we are provid-
ing the Athoman boys the possibility of
being trained in the Zoroastrian College lor
the degrees of B, Phil: ML.Phil; and Ph.D. In
the long run a new gencration of better
educated Priests will provide a Spiritual
backbone for the survival of the Zoroastri-
ans world-wide.

2. Atthe Zoroastrian College building
al (Sanjan) (the historical landing place in
India of the Zoroastrians who left Iran
after the end of the Sassanian Dynasty
where the sacred Tran shah Atash Behram
was consecraled by Mobedan Mobed
Nereyosangh Dhaval) every year in
March for 10 days before Navroze, the
Fravardegan Ceremonies are being
regularly performed. The Afringan,
Farrokhshi and Satum —morming, alter-
noon, and evening, are ceremonices which
are jointly performed for all the Asho
Farohars whose names are included in the
long list of Yadgari Donations. The Baaj
is individually performed for only certain
names in the list,

ZOROASTRIAN COLLEGE can pro-

vide this benefit for helping our community
members world-wide, I you wish o have
the names of any dear departed Tamily
member or friend included in the list of
names of the Asho Farohars, for whom the
prayer ceremonies are performed annually
in March it is possible for you to do one of
the following: (A)You may usethe Yadgari
Donation form available from College of-
fice address and send it together with cash
or bank drafl payable on any Bombay Bank
in favour of SHAH BEHRAM BAUG
SOCIETY to our Bombay College office
address together with the names of the
persons in whose Yadgari the donation is
given. Please take care to state - Behdin/
Osta/OstifErvad before the name of the
person and father or husband of the de-
parted person in whose Yadgari the dona-
tion is given:SEE FORM PAGE 211

e.g. Osti Perin, Ervad Nozer, or Behdin
Xerxes Behdin Dara; or Osta Mormu=ji
Ervad Kaikbushroo elc.

(B)If you preferto give an annual dona-
tion amount instead of a lump sum Yadgari
one lime donation, yowrmay give standing
instructions to your bank to send a Bank
Draftinfavourol SHAH BEHRAM BAUG
SOCIETY 1o our College Bombay office
address and send a xerox copy of your bank
standing instructions 1o us, together with
the names of the depaned family members
or friends, as indicated above for inclusion
in the list of Asho Farohars for whom the
prayer ceremonies are (o be performed The
bank drafl should reach our office before
January end each year.

The best way 1o remember our dear
departed family members is 1o set a side a
clean comer of our home for ourselves o

_pray and perform the ceremonies. But in

this busy 215t Century many people do not
find the time nor have the facility. Hence
through Zoroastrian College this possibil-
ity is made available 10 all Zoroastrians
world wide.

Please contact our College office at
Bombay address for further details or by e-
mail at mazeol@hotmail.com

We hope that this will be useful to you;
and the work of the Zoroastrian College
Avesta and Scriptural Studies Dept. will
benefit our Zoreastrian Communily mem-
bers world-wide. Our College conducts
courses in Avesta language and Scrip-
tural studies headed by Prof. Sam Doc-
tor.

Any imeresied persons can join these
courses, Audio Video cassettes and reaud-
ing materials are made available also(by e-
mail and postifor those residing outside
Bombay. Turn 1o page 211







sell to the continuous expansion of the
Schools to meet the ever increasing
demand for better education. In this
spirit the president of the Schools has
embarked on an ambitious project of
building a Co-Educational High School.
A Fund Raising Commitlee has been
formed 1o assistin the financial require-
menis of the project.

The Co-Ed School will be housed
in anew 27,000 sq feet building com-
prising 18 classrooms, two laborato-
ries, a4 cooking class, a library, a
computer room and administration
services. The project cost is estimated
al WO Crore rup:.:cs.

The suceess of this project depends
entirely on the generosity of well-wish-
ers who share the ideals for which the
Sardar Dastur Schools proudly and un-
selfishly stand. This is an appeal 1o
generously contribute 1o the Building
Fund. Donations are exempl under
Section 80-G of the Income Tax Act,

A Remembrance Scheme {or larger
donations of ive lakh rupees and above
will entitle the naming of classrooms
and facilities according 1o the wishes of
the donor. Cheques are 1o be made in
the name ol “The Sardar Daswur Schools®
Trust™ and sent to the Trust office m 2,

Lt Col Tarapore Road, Poona 411001,
Tel: 842630, Fax: 842660,

We will be happy to give more de-
tails of the project on request and wel-
come personal visits 1o the premises.
My fellow members on the Fund Rais-
ing Committee and myself thank you in
advance lor supporting an invaluable
cause. TEHMI GRANT

Chairperzon
The New Co-Ed School Fund Rusing Commities

Pooga

An SOS to dog lovers!
Starving, neglected, vet multiplying
without check, the stray dogs in Udvada
are really leading “a dog's hife”

We need your help to setup asteriliza-
tion-cum-vaccination camp at Udvada,
1o bring down their numbers and protect
them from rabies. The camp will be run
by P.ALL.S. (Planis and Animal Lovers
Society), India, a registercd non-profit
organization based in Bombay.

Donations (in cashfcheque or kind)
or your villuable time and help are most
welcome. Donations 1o this trust are
exempt under section 80-G of the In-
come Tax Act. 1961.

For inquiries please contact Dr Silloo
Bhagwagar, Tel: 2832955, c-mail:

silloob@bom3.vsnl.neLin or Ms Mehroo
J. Mistry, Tel: 4147646, e-mail: kaivu@
hotmail.com or Dr Jairam Ramani, Tel:
B343182 (clinic), 6242518 (res) or Dr
Sangeeta Vengsarkar Shah, Tel: (mo-
hile) 9820010047, 4461748 (clinic).

MEHROO ) MISTRY

Trade union briefs

We are compiling an All India Directory
of Trade Unions. The Directory will
include the names and addresses of office
bearers, their mailing addresses, details
of their political or other alfiliations,
information about the founders, etc. Be-
sides. the Directory will include write-
ups on major achievements as well as the
blunders made by various trade unions. It
will also contain historical developments
in the field of trade unionism like the land
struggle in Kerala, the takeoverof Kamani
by s employees, projects of people’s
participation like the Amul story, ele.
Some portion of the Direcrory will be
dedicated 1o the Who's Who of Indian
trade unionism. In short the Directory
will act as a chronicle on trade unionism
in India_ very useful to students, research-
ers and journalists. Further, it will feature
various trade union crusaders — past and
present, advocates and activists,

With Best Compliments From

ANTELEC Limited

Experienced turnkey Electrical
Engineers and Contractors

If quality, reliability and time are major parameters
in your project, call Antelec Limited

Registered Office: 73 Jolly Maker Chamber No ll, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021
Tel: 2021067/2020563/2850383/2850384 Fax: 9122-2021040

Branch Office: 802 Chiranjiv Tower, 43 Nehru Place, New Delhi 110019
Tel: 6417345, 6463974, 6480167-68 Fax: 9111-6217662
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BOOK OF
IRANIAN
The Iranian names of boys and girls
along with their meanings which

NAMES
originally appeared in Parsiana have

it - i I < now been repnnted in an altraclive
sk ¥ } J ( T
[E]

24-page booklel. The book, which is
oy on sale at:

priced at Rs 40, is available

Kaiser-E-Hind, 300 Perin Nariman
Street, Behind Reserve Bank of
India, Fort, Bombay 400001.

Faredoon and
Burjor Sandalwood Shop,
Princess Streel, Bombay 400002,

B
I

Unicn Press, 13, Homiji Slreet,
Bombay 400001.

We welcome contributions from your
readers in the Form of material informa-
tion towards the preparation of such a
Direcrory. They may send us the names
and addresses of trade unions, contact
addresses of information sources, news-
paperclippings, write-ups on trade union
stories, etc. All trade unions are also
requested to contact us at the Humanist
Centre of Direct Communication, Room
No 1, M. 1. Jadhav Nivas, New Jimmi-
baugh, PO Katemanevli, Kalyan (East),
421306. ANTO KANNAN

Montessori training

We would like to inform your readers
about the 5. Z. M. Montessori Training
Course conducted by Stri Zarthosti
Mandal. The international training
course in Early Childhood Education 15
run at the Sir Ratan Tata Institute at 30,
N. S. Patkar Marg, Bombay 400007, On
completion of this course, the person is
eligible 1o take up a job in the USA.
There is a great need for A, M. L
( Association Montessori Internationale)
teachers and jobs are casily available.
Please inquire at 3679161/62 or
JB02781/82. ZARIN MALVA

Dbrector of Training S Montcssori Training Course

=\

With Best Compliments From

PENOSH

94-A, M. G. Road, Pune 411001

Telephone 645162-64
Fax 645166
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SonS

TATA SONS LIMITED

The promoter and principal investment holding
company of major Tata Companies

is also a leading name in various consultancy fields
and offers through its following Divisions:

TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES

India’s largest Information Technology Organization

TATA CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Leading Engineering Consultant

TATA ECONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICES

Management Consultancy House

TATA FINANCIAL SERVICES

Category I Merchant Banker registered with the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
rendering a wide range of financial advisory services

Registered Office:
Bombay House, 24 Homi Mody Street, Mumbai 400001

Telephone: 2049131 Fax: (91)(22)20481387




For Navjote &
Wedding Receptions

Children’s Parties
Ladies Lunches

Social Gatherings

Celebrate
at Caravan

Contact

RESTAURAMNT

STERILING

65, Murzban Road, Fort,
Mumbai-400 001
Tel: 2072492-2077513
Fa (91 22) 2076310

A very central, convenient location

BHARUCHA &
MOTIVALA

Builders & Engineers

Boat Club Road
Poona
Tel: 625383/4/5
Fax: 626945
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Learning by doing

In its 45th year, Sir J. 1. College of
Commerce is still keeping up with the
times. To meet the need of today's
liberalized economy, it has intreduced
specialized courses for individuals and
companies, based on “learning by do-
ing.” The [lirst courses cover “creating
marketing strategy,” “creating adver-
lising strategy,” “presentation skills”
and “copywriting, the starting point of
greal advertising.”

The success of these courses lies in
the fact that they accept only 10 partici-
pants at i time W ensure personal atlen-
tion and discussion of assignments.
These courses lead each person through
the basics. real-life case historics, and
then they have to create and present
their own strategies, using the unique
“templates™ they receive. The courses
cover lour consecutive half-days, in the
alternoon, except lor copywriling,
whichisin 12evening sessions. Courses
on media planning, print/production,
advertising account management will
follow. For [urther engquiries contact
the College (Tel: 2871058/2844329),
e-mail: jjec@vsil. com  HOMAIH MEHTA

Direcion. Sir J. ), College of Commence

Social skills

The hope of every nation in the world is
its young people, As caring adults. we
have the responsibility 1o touch their
lives with a loving hand, and guide
them to develop positive social behavior,

Skills for Adolescence (SFA) is the
result of a unigue collaboration be-
tween Lions Club International and
Cuest Inernational. This program cov-
crs young people in their adolescent
vears (age group 10 o 16 years) since
this is a critical, vulnerable stage of
development when many forms of nega-
tive behavior are likely to begin.

The SFA program consists of 40 one-
hour sessions spread over a period of one
vear. Innovative and interactive methods
are employed wo teach students. Teachers
also encourage the presence of parents
as  they too should be parners in
teaching the SFA program. A parent
personally stated, “My daughter has be-
come more confident, helplul and open.
SFA has taught her the ant of compro-
mise.” A student articulated, “SFA has
taught me how 10 make right choices in
lilie amed o ot of things that are necessary
lortoday’s teenagers tolearn and know.”

Over the years Lions Clubs have
always taken on positive youth develop-
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Where you can mix music with beer

8282 VD

- 400 039 PHONE: 202 0591

NEAR REGAL CINEMA, COLABA CAUSEWAY, MUMBAI




M/S SHAVAKSHAW
M. PANTHAKY

Wish all their
Parsi Patrons

Pateti Mubarak

Caterers of Repute
Mouth-watering
Parsee Cuisine for
* Navjotes * Weddings
* Parsee Festivals
* Parties

Contact:

Mr Percy Bhada
Maobile tel: 98212-73058
Ground Floor, Captain Colony,
Haji All, Mumbai 400034
Kitchen: 4966574

WANTED

Young Parsi professional couple
with a newborn baby residing in
London require assistance with
child-minding and occasional
cooking primarily during the week
days. Experience of child-minding
essential. Free boarding and lodging,
relurn air passage and good salary
according to experience and abililies.
Apply with bio data and photocopy
of all pages of the passpor to:

The Advertiser

Parsiana, (Wanted) July-August/9s

GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

REQUIRED
Business manager for

book and travel accessories
retail outlet to be opened in

Fort area. Write to:

The Advertiser (Retail)
GPO Box 892,
Bombay 400001
Fax 2074541

ment projects. This positive prevention
initiative teaches young people specific
strategies and skills like self-discipline,
sell-confidence through better commu-
nication, improving peer relationships,
developing critical thinking skills, tak-
ing responsibilities, setting goals for
healthy environment at home and office,
commitment to a vice-Tfree life in pursuit
of honesty and integrity. Quest helps kids
develop skills. Quest is a comprehensive
educational program that helps young
people deal with the challenges of our
changing world. Teachers are the key in
creating rapport and conflidence. The
teacher’s role calls for a delicate balance
between giving students structure and
guidance, and allowing them to fake
responsibility for their own leaming. The
program calls for a mandatory teacher’s
training policy. This means that Quest
programs are not for sale to schools. The
teachers are trained at a three-day work-
shop conducted by trained members of
the Tata Institute of Social Sciences and
given refercnce materials and teaching
aids. The program is now actively sup-
ported by the Educaton Department,
Brihan Mumbai Municipal Corporation
not only in schools having English me-
dium but even in municipal schools hav

comtinued on page 212

* Mawa cakes,

» Shrewsburry biscuits,
» Seven grain bread,

* Apple pie,

* Brun pav at:

La Bowlangenie

CAWASJI PATEL STREET, FORT, MUMBAI 400001 TEL.: 2870739
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A Rich Heritage - |
of Floors

In 1922, Bharat Tiles & Marble
created carefully hand-crafted
cement tiles known as “carpet pattern” tlles These Bharat
tiles have retained their glowing colors for decades... in
palaces, houses of prominent people, corporate offices and
public buildings.

A Mosaic of Colored Floors
If you want a mosaic floor that reflects your personality, then Bharat Tiles can
offer you the widest range of high-quality mosaic tiles in the market today.

Industrial Floors

For the past 30 years, Bharat Tiles has also been laying durable floors in
factories, warehouses, godowns and for a variety of industrial applications
using their special STILAN® brand of Heavy Duty tiles.

7 Non-slip, Chequered Floors
i 1 ren® Bharat Tiles also manufacture a range of
: ; v, attractive non- S|Ip tiles for pauements

7 Complete Flooring Solutions

: Z=  Unlike other tile manufacturers, Bharat will
77777 custom-make tiles for very special applications.

Be it a special shape, design or color, Bharat

can provide tiles tailored to fit your specific surface or application.

BHARAT FLOORINGS & TILES (Mumbai) pvt. Ltd.

32 Mumbai Samachar Marg, Fort, Mumbai - 400 023. Tel: (022) 265 4837/4965/5842. Fax: (022) 265 1751.

BHARAT PRODUCTS/ SERVICES -+ STILAN® Heavy Duty Tiles * Mosaic Tiles » Non-SlipTiles * talian&Indian

Marble * Granite and Stone * Flooring Consultancy * Coving Tiles = Floor Installation and Renovation * Joint Fillers * Thermal

and Sound Insulation » Tremix Treatment * Fire Retardant Products * Lightweight Blocks and Boards * Floor Cleaning Equipment
STILAN® is a registered trademark of Bharat Tiles & Marble Pvt. Ltd.




Eventsand
Personalities

Pledge to protect

“We hereby pledge 10 make our best
endeavors, mdividually and severally,
o ensure that care for mother
carth and nature becomes the
mspiration governming human
thought and action in the fu-
ture,” noted the concluding sen-
tence of Pritfvd Sankalp or the
pledge read out by Delhi based
religious  scholar  Piloo
Jungalwalla a the National
Consultation on Religion and
Conservation. The function on
April 21, 1999, on the eve of
Earth Day which 15 observed
throughout the world to remind
mankind of its indebtedness to
mother earth, was held under
the joint auspices of the World
Wide Fund for Nature — India
(WWE), the Temple of Understanding,
the People’s Commission on Environ-
ment and Development. and the World
Conference of Religions for Peace at
the Pirojsha Godrej) National Conserva-
tion Centre, New Delhi which is the
headquarters of WWF — India.

The meet which was supported by
the Umon Ministry of Environment and
Forests was considered an event ol great
significance as for the first time repre-
sentatives of 10 of the world’s major
religions came together for the cause of
saving the carth, noted a press relcase
issucd by Raghuvansh Saxcna, man-
ager. Network Services. Representing
the Zoroastrian faith were Sohrab
Godrej. president of WWF — India,
Delin Parsi Anjuman president Lt Gen
Addi Sethna, Jungalwalla and her former
pupil Dr Shernaz Cama who read a
paper on “Conservation from the Zoro-
astrian point of view.™ “Linking reli-
gion o conservalion is a relatively new
concept inenvironmental education and
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practice. It tends o attract the greatest
community support as it strikes a deep-
rooted chord in man’s sacred beliels.”

Ceenne (ot the mike ) stressing on
iterdependence of all creation

according to their write-up.

“We pledge ourselves 1o protect and
honor this bountiful carth which gives
us sustenance, the sacred waters and
plamts and all animals, wild and domes-
tic. We honor the sun with love and
devotion as also the consecrated fire,
emblem of truth, which destroys evil
and illuminates our path through life.

May the fravashis (guardian spirits) ol
the nighteous come 1o help all human- -

kindthrough fragrant breczes and sweet-
scented
Zarathushira may we never {orget this
pledge.” was the Zoroastrian commit-
ment i the Consultation.

“At the heart of Zoroastrianism lies
the doctring of the interdependence and
unity of man and the creation,” stressed
Cama in the course ol her speech. “Zo-
roastrianism places great responsibility
on man... The defeat of evil and the

MMowers. As lollowers of

renewal of the good world can only
come aboul through the conscious
choice and effort of each individual o
preservie and protect this earth,
The call 1o action stresses the
fact that mere meditation upon
spiritual problems is insuffi-
cient: the spiritual battle is
not 1o be fought in cloistered
retirement but in the struggles
and suffering of the everyday
experiences of the world... De-
spite sigess on duty, Zoroas-
trianism is a faith full of
jov... The unity and wholeness
which is preached shows that
both spiritual and material
worlds are intimately linked
for both are part of a universal
process of harmony that was
marred by the corruption in-
troduced by evil...”

Educated priests

The training imparted at a madressa
should be such that the students feel
inclined to pursue a priest’s vocation,
impressed Dastur (Dr) Firoze Kotwal
when addressing the gathering at the
annual day celebrations of Dadar’s
Athornan Boarding Madressa. In present
times when there is greater emphasis on
secular education, running a madressa
is difficult, observed Kotwal who com-
mended the dedication of the weachers,
noted the press release issued by Ervad
Parvez Bajan, joint honorary secretary
ol the Athornan Mandal, giving the
highlights of the function.

Whilst congratulating the madressa
for its eight decades of service to the
community and for fulfilling its mis-
sion of providing educated priests to the
community who are well versed in the
seriptures, religious ceremonies, tradi-
tions and history, chief guest Khorshed
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Bharucha, principal of Dadar’s ). B.
Vatcha High School for Girls, distrib-
uted prizes on the evening ol December
19, 1995, Excellence in Mhanrar (reci-
tation of prayers), school studies, Avesta
language, religious knowledge and
sports were among the categorics where
good performance was rewarded. A
special felicitation was reserved lor 23-
year-old Ervad Darayus Parvez Bajan,
an ex-student of the Madressa, who
besides qualifying as a cost accouniant,
chartered accountant and company see-
retary, has been involved in the perfor-

mance ol rehgious ceremonies like
nirangdin, bot in an atash behram, con-
secration of lre-temples, cle, He was
presented o cheque of Rs 100K, a
shawl and a plague at the hands of his
ex-principal Ervad Rustomji Panthaki.
A further reward of Bs 25,000 came to
him from Dinshaw Tamboly of the
World Zoroastrian Organisation Trusi

The present principal of the Mad-
ressa, Ervad (Dr) Ramiyar Karanjia,
conveyed s sanslfaction with the
progress of the students and reporied
that the Madressa is growing from

At the aomeeal day celebrations of
Dadar's Athernan Madressa (from
left) Parvez Bajan, Kotwal,
Nervosangh Turel and Karanjia
Right: Daravus Bajan receiving
Pleague from Panthaki

strength 1o strength with the support of
the trustees, managing commitlee mem-
bers. parents, siaff, donors and well-
wishers, and the management of The
Dadar Parsee Youths Assembly High
School. .

To entertiin the guests the junior

— 1l |
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students then performed o musical item
choreographed by Roshin Dadachandy
enacting the meaning of the Kent o
Muazda prayer. The linale of the evening
wis the hilarious play Agiary mi eni-
queette, staged by the Madressa students
under the direction of Silloo Mahava,

Religious zeal

The central hall of the Sir Jamsetj
lejeebhoy Adaran an Adajan was packed
Lo capacity to honor its panthaky, Ervad
Noshir Pirojsha Turel who is known 1o
have performed 75 nirangdin ceremo-
nies. Joining in the fehicwanon orga-
nized by trustee Noshir 5. Dabhoiwala
on the occasion of the agiary’s 173rd
anniversary on May 8. 1999 were repre-
sentatives of nearly 30 Zoroastrian reli-
gious and social organizations hike the
Adajan Parsi Anjuman and the Sural
Athornan Mandal, notes a write-up sent
by Soli Gandhi of Surat.

Present on the occasion were Dastur
Moshirwan Daswr of Surat who com-
mended Turel’s religious dedication,
and president of the Surat Parsi
Xinchayat Dr Sam Bhacca who recalled
the nirangdin ceremonies performed by
many generations of the Turel Family.

Master of ceremonies Rusi Besania

Ar the Adajan Adaran function (from
lefr): Dablroiwala, Bhacea, Dasiur,
Turel and Besenia

highlighted Turel’s record of service o
the fire-temples in Bombay, Ahmeda-
bad, Belgaum, Siganpore and Surat,
While acknowledging the many {Toral
tributes and gilts presented 1o him Turel
pointed out that due to linancial reasons
priests are constantly on the move, In-
adequate accommuodation, salary, perks
like medical and travel allowance or

education [acilitics for their children
prompt mobeds to find better jobs, he
noted. Turel gave credil o his mentor
Ervad Rustomji Panthaki for giving
him a zood religious foundation and
members of the Turel family who have
always assisted him.

Technical model

Beginning June 1999, the Patuck Tech-
nical High School and Junior College
was o admit students enrolled by the
Yeshwantrao Chavan Memorial Open

Contact

The house of Navroji Patel
caterers of repute wishes all Iranis and the
Parsi community a very happy New Year

For all your catering requirements

Mr Bomi Navroji Patel
Mr Kaizad Patel

139-A, Nazir House, Cumballa Hill, Bombay 400036
Tel: 3649319, 3640393 Mobile: 98210 28141
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PATUCK TECH. HIGH SCHOOL & JR. COLLEGE

University for laboratory practice and
waorkshop training, being well equipped
with the requisite sl and hardware,
notes o press release issued by Prof
Rustam Mady, director and chiel ¢x-
ecutive olhicer of the Patuck Polytech-
nic Trust. The collaboration with the
American Concrete Institute was 1o re-
sull in high-grade training in concretle
technology with placement Tacilities
tor students from Patuck who have guali-
hed as vocational technicians in civil
engineering. “More such [acilities are

ﬂ
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¢

L _ofe o
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being planned for other vocations in the
future,” adds the release.
Entreprencurship development pro-
grams are regularly attended by the 70
strong faculty which has developed an
“excellent linkage with industry_..lor
which it was accorded national level
recognition through the 1998 NCERT
award for mdustrial linkage.” Lmely,
the institutien wlinch caters to a student
strength of nearly 1,600 was recognized
as an all-India cemer for teacher train-
g as well as a center for curriculum

Celebrating the 65th anniversary of
the Patuck Technical High School
ane Junior College (from left) Colah,
Julia Ribeiro, Maody, Patuck, S.
Paraly and Goiporia

development and allied activities.

The institute had its humble begin-
ning in the Model Industrial School
started with a handful of poor and de-
serving students by the late Rustomji
Hormusji Patuck, entreprencur turned
technical educationist. Today, after 67
years the Trust named after the scutlor
manages a (ull-fledged Technical High
achool, Junior College (vocational and
science with technical) and Industrial
Training Institute with built-in work-
shop and infrastructural facilities under
one roof at its premises on Nehru Road,
Santacruz (East).

*A charismatic figure cast in the true
Gandhian mold, what he (Patuck) con-
ceived and putinto practice nearly seven
decades back came 1o be adopted later
as the standard accepted norm at the all-
India level as the main plank of the
Center's new education policy, making
him a perennial source of inspiration
and arole model to generations of teach-
ers and (students),” writes Mody. Pres-

With best compliments from

TIME
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97/103 Shetty House
Opp Bombay University
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Tel: 4143898/4121411
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Bordi Beach
TAPOVAN RETREAT

Residential Retreat of
the Tapovan Vihar Trust
at Bordi
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for Physical/Mental
relaxation;

* Self-contained Cottage
Booms with CTV and
other amenities:

* KIOSK with
STD/ASD facility;

* Delicious and
Wholesome Food:

* Economical Packages
for Family/Groups;
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Group Training,
Creative Workshops,
Brain-storming/
Buzz Sessions
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Togethemess with
Family/Friends.

Near Vijay Stumbh, Bordi,
Taluka Dahanu,

W. Rly. Stn. Gholvad

Beookings to be made at
Tapovan Vihar Trust,
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3674998 (Res)
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ently on the organizing board are chair-
man DrR.B. M. Colah, K. R. Alpaiwala,
Adil J.Patuck, 1. 1. Goiporia and Mody
with K. G. K. Kurup as principal.
Among the vocational courses they
offer are accounting and auditing, auto
engineering lechnician, building main-
tenance, clectronies technology, main-
tenance and repair of electrical domes-
tic appliances, mechanical technology,
medical laboratory technician, tourism
and travel techniques. During the "70s
and "80s they had 1o switch over 1o
Marathi and Hindi as the medium of
instruction. Now it is back 1o English,
with Hindi and Marathi at the sccond-
ary level. A relatively new develop-
ment is the introduction of pre-primary
and primary scctions, with admissions
being open 1o all on merit basis, irre-
spective of caste, erecd or religion.
Substantial credit for the institute’s
diversification and expansion should
oo S, K. Gala of Gold Coin Builders,
acknowledges Mody, relerring 1o the
donor’s munificent contribution of the
Golden Jubilee Wing covering an area
of 22,000 5q (1. The Old Boys® Associa-
tion 100 which has been reactivated has
been coming to the aid ol its alma mater
through the fund-raising programs il
organizes, mentions Mody. For the suc-
cessive stages of construction the orga-
nizing board has sanctioned an expen-
diture of Bs 3 1 lukhs, sponsors for which
they hope will materialize in the form
of Sir Dorab Tata Trust or Gala Founda-
tion. Appeals are constantly being is-
sued 1o finance the high-cost capial
expenditure and modernization plans
and projects which are on the anvil.

Beacon of light

“The P. M. Modi High School and

Junior College has become a beacon of

lightin thisshortspan of 20 years...where
the children have a safe and happy
atmosphere and enjoy coming...” noles
the literature on the School which was
forwarded 1o Parsiana by trustee

Mariam P. Maodi.

Established as the Lirst English me-

dium school in Mahableshwar on April
4, 1979 in the International Year ol the
Cluld, the institution “serves as a social
advantage to the local residents who
mainly come from low and middle in-
come groups.” The School was started
al Stone House, Mahableshwar which
was the residence of the lae Peshotan
Meherwanji Modi who requestied his
wile Mariam 1o open a school for the

With best
compliments
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local children on the two-acre plot.
First they had only pre-primary
cliasses amnd gradually they have been

adding higher grades with now a junior

college included, offering arts, science
and commerce Facultics. Students ap-
pearing for the Secondary School Cer-
tificate and Hizher Secondary School
Certilicate examinations are governed
by the Kolhapur Board. In the academic
vear 1998-99 they introduced the NOS

{National Open School) Delli Board
examination wherehy siudems of S1d X
and XIT can be exempted Trom Hind
and Marathi while opting for five sub-

Jects of their choice, sties their press

release. With the introduction of NOS,
Torcign and Indian students can save a
year in Junior College. They have 400
students on their rolls with the weacher-
student ratio being 1:13, according 1o
their information hooklel. Seventy stu-

The new Block ar the P. M. Modi
High School and Junior College

dents from the low-income bracket are
educated 1otally free of cost, writes
Mariam Maodi while boarders who can
alford are required 1o pay Rs 45,000 per
annum [or the lower classes and Rs
T5 000 for the higher classes. Parsis
secking admission can avail of “a spe-
cial concession for them,” she adds.
Being a minonity institution managed
by the P. M. Modi and Amzel Educa-
tional Foundation, the trustees have
allocated 50 percent of the seats in this
co-cducational English medium resi-
demial school-college to members of
the minority community. Nargis M.
Khambatta serves as the principal of
this government-recognized unaided
institution and Munira Patel as the ad-
ministrator. In addition to Mariam Modi,
the other trustees are: Saleem Fazelbhoy
{chairman), Farida Kidwai, Dr Darius
Madi, Rashid Oomer, Tehemton Patel
and Nazura Sattar,

“The aim of P. M. Modi School and
Junior College is 1o impart not only
cducation with the three *R's but
o make him rich in his culural back-
ground, his religious instinels 1o be

With Best Compliments And

Season’s Greetings

M/s Framji Rustamji Choksey
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roused in the right direction, (1o teach
him} to respect his elders and his prog-
eny, have good morals and love for his
place of residence and here in
Mahableshwar nothing could be better
than being close to nature and God... The
ultimate aim_..is to see that the highest
type of cducation is imparted o the
students o make them worthy ¢itizens
of India, irrespective ol caste or creed,”
declares the literature of the School
which has adopted for its motto: “Fia
lux (let there be light).” For lurther
enquiries contact the School at Stone
House, Mahableshwar 412806, Tel:
02 16360295, Fax: 2168/606206.

The literary spirit

“Our catalyst Behli as he is known 1o
many in Karachi steadlastly served the
community and his eity right from the
days of youth to his old age. in manifold
ways on almost all communal institu-
tions, however high or humble the role
might have been, Now an octogenarian,
yel of agile mind and of restless soul he
breathes in (Bombay) but his heart is in
Karachi. ever encouraging his Iriends

here to serve and enliven the spirit of

Karachi's Parsi community which he
dearly loved and devotedly served and

gave away the best part of his
lile too,” notes an inlroduction
from the trustees of the Inlor-
mal Religious Meetings Trust
Fund (IRMTF), Karachi, refer-
ring 1o the dedication of
Beheram 5. H. 1. Rustomjee,
the author of the booklel The
Teachings of Zavathushira which the
IRMTE republished in March 1999,
The booklet was initially published
by the Filth Parsi Youth Conference al
Karachi in 19490 as parl of a series ol
publications titled Youth Traces. The
author was then the viee-principal of
the Bai Virbaiji Sopariwala Parsi High
School for Boys, Karachi and subsc-
quently its principal for 149 years. As a
youth, he was “bursting with encrgy for
social reforms and the well-being of the
community (and) was also bu

rning with
zeal (1o spread) the spirit of the most
profound message of Asho Zarathush-
tra,” continues the introduction,

The 30-page bookler was originally
“dedicated 1o M.B.P. (Dr Mancck B.
Pithawalla) my teacher and inspirer.”
Rustomjee also acknowledges his in-
spiration from other spiritual guardians
in Karachi, Dasture (Dr) M. N. Dhalla
and Jamshed Nusserwanjee Mehia. As

Rustomjee: an eclogenarian
with an agile mind ancd
restless soul

noted Dhalla in his foreword, “The
Teachings of Zarvathushtra is the admi-
rably written hirsttract ofthe series...May
the Tracts that appear from time (o time
instil in the yvouth industrious habits and
the spiritolenterprise, may they enthuse
them o tread courageously the difficult
path of their duty...may they lead them
to attune their will to the will of
Zarathushtra...”

Peace, progress and perfection are

AVA MARINE SERVICES

For everything in small boats,
watersports and water transport

I 174, Rustom Baug. Byculla, Bombay 400027

Tel: 3720603/3714209

A0 Farsand July-Avgis! 19499



=

We Have Designs
on Youl
Amayesh can
hand-embroider
vour fantasies on 1o
sarees, dupattas,
ghagras, cholis,
jackets, vests, hand
bbags, cushion
covers and other
progucts.
{Exquisite: Parsi
Garas are our forte.)
An Armayesh
creation is a duet
between needle
and fabiic, labor
and love, for we
are a world-leading
manufacturer-
exporter of
the finest
hand-embroidered
designs.
Intemational quality
and timely delivery
are our hallmarks.
: In our case beauty
A J isn't skin-deep.
- /' . . - X Armayesh

£7A e 97112 es! fan 0/ e i
Om 5r01'0/ery - gorey er

Please telephone Ms NILDdFER IRANI o Mr ARMAND N. AGA on 3084283/3072330 o
finclisa the date an e of your visit fo our Design Studio and SI'IDW{GGTT‘L
Armayesh Fashions Pt L1d Design Studio and Showroom. 513-Veena Killedar Estate. Pais Street
Bvculla’ (W), Mumbal 40001 1Fax: (91-22) 3003139, E-malll Armoyeash .:}f.-f:x’. venl.nat.in




the three ringing notes of the Garhas,
sounded on the clarion of simplicity
and blown by the breath of sincerity,
states Rustomjee in his chapter on the
Gathas. "May we be the perlectors of
the world,” is one of the commonest
pravers in Zoroastrianism, reminds the
author in his chapier on *Zarathushtrian
Philosophy.” Zarathushirian ethics, the
Giod Head, the Amesha Spentas and the
freedom of choice are some of the other
concepts on which he enumerates.
Those who are well-versed in the
Shah Nameh and those who have a
nodding acquaintance with it would be
interested to read Shavaran-E-Shavar
Persia’s Immortal Poet Firdowsi Tousi,
states a foreword by Adi F. Doctor. The
author, “Mr Aspandiar Gotla deserves
o be commended lor penning a lucid
and authoritative account of the life and
times of Firdowsi with copious quota-
tions in Persian ably translated and trans-
literated by him,” mentions Doctor.
Lamenting that today s younger gen-
eralion are quite unfamiliar with the
Shah Namieh and the ancient history of
Iran, Gotla writes in his preface, “The
purpose of this little booklet will be
fulfilled if it succeeds in reviving the
interest of the young and old in our Shafi

Nameh.. Since there is no book on the
life history of Firdowsi, I thought it fit
1o make an attlempt by compiling a few
words.” By carrying couplets in Farsi,
Gotla, a chartered accountant by pro-
fession, hoped to “introduce the general
layman to the sweet Farsi language and
its lterature,”

One never geis tired of reading or
chanting verses from the Shah Nameh,
Sohrab Dahmubed’s opinion is quoted
in the 21-page booklet. Dahmubed re-
lers w0 Gotla®s narration of Firdowsi's
life and travails for 35 years in the hope
of gains, only 10 be disappointed by
Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi, and lauds
the synopsis of the Shah Nameh.

“The man who dedicated the bes
vears of his life o write the 60000
beautiful and heart-lifting verses died
heartbroken and penniless... What

shines out are Firdowsi's virlues of

persistence, dedication, generosity,
ready wit and a higher purpose in life.”
mentions Noshir Dadrawala in his fore-
word. “Though born a Muslim, he glo-
rified Zoroastrian Iran and immortal-
ized its righteous kings.” continues
Dadrawala. “All Zoroastrians should
salute this immortal bard for lighting
that ever-brilliant Mame of cultural

pride.” The first edition of this booklet
was published in November 1998 by
Gotla (B-2, Anand Vihar, St Martins X
Road, Bandra (W), Bombay 400050).

Combustion consultant
“My humble knowledge in research
and industry helped me to invent a to-
tally original technique, ‘computerized
luel savings,”" writes Prof Tehmurasp
Rustomji Sarkari of Poona, mentioning
that his invention
has resulted in
substantial sav-
ing of petroleum
fuels used in en-
gines, boilers and
furnaces. This
lechnique has
earned him rec-
ognition in the
formofanational
award in 1989
{rom the National
Research and Development Corpora-
tion, New Delhi. His invention has also
found mention in the Marquis Who's
Wit in the Weorld (16th and 1 Tth edi-
tions, the latter edition will be pub-
lished in 2000) and Marquis Whe's
Whe in Science and Engineering (fifth

Sarkari: saving
fuel

Our vision has electrified life in
Mumbai city since 1915

Tata Electric Companies have helped India’s
financial and commercial capital to accelerate its growth. Over the
years, we have set pioneering trends in generation, transmission and
distribution with state of the art equipment and systems
to provide reliable and eco-friendly power to Mumbai city.

At Tata Electric Companies, we abide by our
commitment to continue to provide reliable power to
brighten the lives of citizens of Mumbai.

TATA ELECTRIC COMPANIES
We Light Up Your Lives
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edition), he states.

Alter serving the Surat Parsi Poly-
technie for |2 years as lecturer and later
as vice prineipal, and subsequently for

cight years as assistant professor of

Bombay's Victoria Jubilee Technical
Institate, and senior professor for 14
years at the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Powai, Sarkari optled o make 2
career with Thermax Limited, after 34
years in the teaching profession. Al
Thermax, he was head of their research
and development department and later
appeinted technical director on the
Thermax board until his retirement in
1983, notes his bio data, Thereafter he
has been working as consultant on com-
bustion and fuel elliciency Tor boilers,
furnaces and power planis.

Fellow of the Institute of Plant Engi-
neering and member of the Combustion
Institute. Sarkari also enjoys wriling
plays and studying homcopathy. Fol-
lowing the demise of his father al a
young age, Sarkan was dependent on
different Parsi trusts 1o finance his edu-
cation, all such aid being gratefully
acknowledged by him.

More than medicine
At the three-day Universal Conference

on Integrated Medicine held in New
Delhi last Movember, from the over 100
entries that were submitted, Dr Sohrab
1. Mehta's mr
ticle was sc-
leeted for the
“Award of Ex-
cellence,™
notes a wrile
up by Capl
Homu  Dandi-
willa, presi-
dent-trustee of
The Allalabad
Parsee Zorons-
trian Anjuman,
all praise for the selfless service ren-
dered by this Adlahabad resident. The
International Institute of Integrated
Medical Sciences also recognized Mehta
as o fellow of the Foundation of Inle-
grated Medicine while conferring on
hum the certificate of academic excel-

Melira: sickler for
discipline

lence.

In acddition 10 managing his chari-
table homcopathic ¢linic (see “The hon-
orable homeopath,” Events and Pérson-
alities, Parsicne, May, 1998) Mehta has
1o attend o s domestic work and
outdoorcommitments, leaving him hile
time for study and research, points oul

Dandiwalla. Yet Mchia sits late into the
night to study. Known 1o be a stickler
for discipling, principles matter more
than fortune 1o Mehta, “Success cannot
always be measured by the amount of
amassed wealth,” he believes, “The
amount of love, helpfulness and sacri-
fices we have made for our fellowmen
can also be our yardstick.”

Even as a boy, Mchia reportedly did
not read a single book on fiction, prefer-
ring instead 1o improve his knowledge
of science, technology (with aircrafts
and spaceerafts being his particular in-
terest), arts and crafts, ingenuously en-
joying his hobbies in fretwork, carpen-
try. metal and plastic work in his small
workshop in a garage. He was also fond
of inventing his own formulae in math-
ematics and performing chemical ex-
periments in his home laboratory.

In March 1999 Mehia was honored
with a letter from the Vatican saying that
the Pope was praying for his noble inten-
tions and invoking divine blessings on
his work, according 1o Dandiwalla.

Vanishing vultures

Members of the Zoroastrian commu-
nity view vulures with a certain ele-
ment of awe having heard stories ol

City Office
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45 Parsiang July-Avgus!? 19649



Who does
Dominique
Lapierre come to

for an authentic
feel of India?

Who showed
Mohammed Ali
the greatest

mausoleum in
the world?

Who helps everybady - from
celebrities to Mr. & Mrs, John
Smith, get a fascinating glimpse
of India?

Who handles the travel and tour
arrangements of more than
80,000 foreign tourists annually?
TCI. That"s who. India's largest,
most experienced lour operator.
With 11 overseas offices and 27
offices in India.

Come discover TCI's India.

)

Who helps
Barbara Cartland
cast her romances
in the land of
Hindustan?

TCI. We know India best.

Travel Corporation (India) Ltd.
Head Office: Chander Mukhi, Nariman Point, Mumbai-400 021. Tel; 2021881, Fax: 91-22-2029424. Internet: httpolfwww icindia.com

ADVERTS




how they speedily
and neatly finish
off the mortal re-
mains ol those con-
signed Lo the dokh-
mias. Just as the di-
minishing strength
ofthe vuliures is of
concernlothecom-
munity, the World
Wide Fund for Na-
lure — India too
has expressed ils
dismay that vul-
tures are vanishing
from the Indian
skies at an alarm-
ing pace. The Janu-
ary 1999 issuc of
WWFE, the WWF
India Network Newsletier in its cover
story on “The Vanishing Skylords,” has
brought to the fore many little-known
facts about this species.

Being “nature’s disposal squads or
‘incinerators’ vultures have a defimite
role (o play...especially in preventing
outhreak and spread of infectious dis-
eases by appropriating highly decom-
posed carcasses,” noles the article by
Dr 5. M. Sathecsan. And whilst they
may be cquated with predators, vul-
tures are supposed 1o be shy birds who
are afraid of men and would not attack
man or livestock. As elaborates the
article, vulwres get their food from
carnivore kills in foresis and flayed
carcasses and meat at primitive slaugh-
ter houses, carcass {llll'l'lp.\". CIrCiiss pro-
cessing centers and bone mills,

There are known 1o be eight varieties
of vultures: Red-headed (Indian King
or Pondicherry) Vulture; Cinercous or
European Black Vulture; Asian White-
rumped or White-backed Vulture: In-
dian Long-billed Griffon; India Fulvous
or Eurasian Griffon; Himalayan Gril-
fon: Indian Scavenger or Egyptian Vul-
re; Bearded Vulwre. From the de-
seriptions provided of these dilferent
vultures, it would appear that the van-
ety sighted at Bombay's Doongerwadi
is the Asian White-rumped or White-
backed Vulure.

Loss of their natural habitats includ-
ing roosting and nesting sites, felling of
trees used by vultures to permit urban
constructions, modernization of slaugh-
ter houses and improvement of civic
amenitics which bans dumping ol car-
casses has resulied in loss of Tood forthe
vultures. Aircrafl bird hits, electrocu-
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Lion. poisoning
from pesticides
and pollutants are
the other reasons
cited for their fast
disappearance.
Vultures are be-
licved 1o feich a
good price in the
imternational mar-
ket with some of
them being exhib-
iled at zoos and
muscums and oth-
ers employed in
circuses, mentions
the article.

Matural habi-
tals of vultures
have been and are
being destroyed due to developmental
projects, commercial activities, local
community pressure, states the article
recommending astrict ban on capluring
and Killing of vultures, identifying the
remaining habitats of vullures, seuling
up feeding stations for theirconvenience,
providing artificial perching, roosting
and nesting sites, and furthering research,

Vulture enthusiasts who are known
as gypsophils are therelore convinced
that not only do vulwures have a right 1o
live on carth but mankind’s luture is
intrinsically linked 1o their survival.

Acrecentarticle in The Times of India
of June 23, 1999 declares that “vultures
have unwittingly contributed to drama-
tize the English language...the much
maligned vullure.. ends up denoting a
contemptible person who preys upon or
exploits others... the term “culture vul-
ture’ s used w deseribe a person who s
interested in the arts to an obsessive
degree.” Vultures on the whole have
been more sinned against than sinning,
the article quotes expens,

SPOTLIGHT

Auorney-General of India and reputed
human rights activist Soli Sorabjee has
been appointed personal envoy of the
United Nations High Commissioner lor
Human Rights lor East Timor, noted a
write-up in The Times of fndia of May
8, 1999, As part of his assignment
Sorabjee was 1o lead a short mission to
East Timor 1o assess the situation and
explore ways in whichthe Human Rights
Commission and the international com-
munily can help.
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Inviting future leaders

The latest from the executive board of
the Seventh World Zoroastrian Con-
gress is an academic challenge to the
far-flung youths of the community.
Those in the age bracket 17-21 on De-
cember 31, 2000 are invited 1o partici-
pate in-an essay competition: A blue-
print for a viable Zarathushti Commu-
nity of the future,” informs an e-mail
from project coordinator Dr Jehan Bagli.

While 1wo prizes of educational
scholarships worth US $ 5,000 and $
3.000 for the best and second best es-
says awail the participants, Bagli views
the project as a means of stimulating
original thought among Zoroastrian
vouth ol all persuasions. He hopes the
involvement will foster the study of
culture, religion and history, steering
these potential community leaders into
an understanding of the need lor “unity
with the diversity” of Zoroastrian tradi-
tions in the new millennium,

Those mterested in participating are
required to regisier themselves with
Bagli st 61 Sayre Drive, Princeton,
New Jersey D8340, USA (e-mail: ajehan
@ aol.com) before February 29, 200K).

The essay, in English, is limited 1o
4,000 words, and will be judged for its
innovative ideas, development ol the
concept, clarity of expression and lin-
guistic skill apart from its spiritual, cul-
tural, historical input, informs Bagh. The
papers will be evaluated by a panel of
impartial and objective Zoroastrian judges
highly regarded by the community.

The winning authors will be offi-
cially invited to the Congress. If they
can be present st the Congress at their
own expense, their registration, board-
ing and lodging will be borne by the
Congress commitiee, Turther notes
Bagli.

Forthe latest Congress news on the
web tune in o hup:ffwww lerana.org/
wire 200D

KZBM’s Pak directory

The third editton of the A & T Zarathush-
triem Directory of Pakistan has been
published by the Karachi Zarthusti Banu
Mandal (KZBM). “The Directeny is kept
as aceurate as humanly possible as 11 can
be used as a census of Zarathushiis living
in Pakistan,” writes KZBM presidem

Toxy Cowasjee. She notes that as ol

March 1999 there are 2,379 residents in
Karachi and i total of 2,565 in Pakistan.

There are 37 lamilics listed from
Lahore, four from Mulian, two from
Islamabad, 19 from Quetta, 10 from
Rawalpindi and one cach from Faisala-
bid, Peshawar and Sargoda. The Diree-
fory provides the names of the spouse
and children in cach family together with
the residential address, phone number
and in afew cases, the e-mail address, A
dozen pages have been devoted to e-mail
addresses ol Tormer Karachiites who have
spread to various parts ol the world.
Prominent community centers in Karachi
have also been listed.

Cowasjee acknowledges the assis-
Lnee of all the people who worked (o
bring the Dérecteny up-1o-dale — Zarin
Byromshaw and Bakhtawar Rabadi, the
late Hilla Kotwal. Feroea Kanga [or the
update on Islamabad and Rawalpindi,
Dara Hormuspe or Lahore and Gulbano
Bamji for Quenta, Ronny (Gogo) Byramji
and Nader Cowasjee provided their own
extensive lists of e-mail comacts “bui
one c-mal senl w Alshad Misiri... i
the network buzzing.” notes Cowisjee.
Armavaz Sethna contributed Trom Hous-
ton. Nilouler Birdie from Canada,
Rohimton Mimwalla and Iriends rom
Toronte, Lyla Byramji sorled the vast
incoming information country-wise and
Fiona Sukhia rechecked the ¢-mails with
the individuals concerned. Sheroy Trani
and Frayan Mama also helped with the
compilation and Tannaz Minwalla de-
signed the sepia and black cover,

“With shrinking of the wealthy and the
indigem classes and expansion of the

ZARATHUSHTRIAN
DIRECTORY
OF PARISTAN

middle class, needs and expectations of
the community have changed,” notes
the annual report for 1997-98 of the
Karachi Zarthusti Banu Mandal. Hav-
ing come a long way from ils initial
objective of helping the poor, KZBM
activities with their amalgam of imagi-
nation, elfort and resource, touch the
hives of most Karachi Zarathushiis,
claims the report.

The KZBM numbered 620 life mem-
bers and 15 patrons among its total mem-
bership of 679 at the end of June 98,

The KZBM managing commitlee
led by president Toxy Cowasjee then
had five vice presidents — Gool Talati,
Vera Dastur, Julie Anklesaria, Mehroo
Khambatta and Zareen Wania. Nargis
Dubash and Sunnu Golwalla were hon-
orary secrctaries with. Roshan Mehri
the honorary treasurer. Hilla Umrigar,
Dinaz Polad, Hilla Kotwal, Roshan
Kamdin, Aban Aga and Navaz Aga
were chairpersons of their respective
committees. Niloufer Noshirwani was
the linen secretary. Since then, with the
revamping of the KZBM constitution,
the five vice presidents have been re-
placed by one, a youth representative
has been co-opled and an upper age
limit of 70 years has been stipulated for
the office bearers. Among its many
activities are the workshops, sales and
melas in which it participates, the Ser-
vices and Bload Deonors’ dircctories
that it publishes and the counselling
service it provides.

The long serving ladies man six sub-
committees in addition 1o special
projects concentrating on the promo-
ton ol youth, education and develop-
ment. Indeed youth representatives from
the subcommittees have been invited to
attend the managing commitiee meel-
ings “so that they get exposure 1o the
actual working of the Mandal.”

The balance of the 37 trust [unds
under the KZBM rose from an aggre-
gate of Pak Rs 21,049 4335 at the begin-
-nin:_' of the year 1o Rs 23,487,534 a1 the
end, alter accounting for an expendi-
ture of Rs 2,585,808 in the course of the
vear, The increase resulted from new
donations/contributions amounling o
Rs 1407970 plus Bs 3,615,937 in prof-
its/dividends carncd on the corpus.

The activities of the welfare sub-
commiltee included the distribution of
loodgrain, clothing, linen, cashand gilts
to ils beneficiaries totalling Rs
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1.037.231. The rehabilitation subcom-
mittee helps ladies use their sewing and
culinary talents and market their wares.
providing loans amounting to Rs
300,000 in the course of the year aparl
. from incurring an expense of Rs 76,838,
With best A challenge li the llﬁ.fdiczll subcommit-
Cﬂ-’”p”-’”{’”fs frﬂ"” tee was met when a young ?.llf.'l'[hl[ﬁ]lli
contacted the rare Guillain Barr Syn-

drome and “lost all control except the
= fickering of his eyelids™ in just 24
Visit DINS HAW hours. His immediate need of five in-
jections costing Rs 70,000 each fol-
HAI LWAY & lowed by months of hospitalization and
nursing care was borne by individual

H OTE L DINS H Aw and Zarathushti trust donations aggre-
eating Rs 567581 collected by KZBM

on behall of the patient, notes the medi-

Get good value
for your money
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Bombay 400004 committces also performed their as-
Telephone: 3821028 CONTRACTORS signed tasks.

Among KZBM's many activities in the

Beer Parlour ” lirst half of 1999 was Jashn-c-Sadeh

Permit Room 390/286. Bootee Street held on January 24. A family event of

Poona 411001 bonfire, music, songs and dancing, 59
children dressed in white participated,
accompanied by Spitman Pettigara on
his organ, with Arif on the guitar, in-
torms the March edition of Whar's On,
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the KZBM's monthly newsletter, The
children had been coached for the occa-
sion by Virasp Mehta. A otal of 250
persons dined alfresco.

The Jashn-e-Sadeh heralds spring
and offers thanks to Ahura Mazda for
his blessings. Fire, laughter and com-
panionship are “an act of defiance by
man against death and darkness.” notes
the January newsletter announcing the
evenl.

Diana Dinshaw, ateacher who works
with children with learning disabilities
in the US gave a talk and held three
workshops under KZBM auspices, Janu-
ary to March "99. The talk focussed on
the Auention Deficit Hyperactive Dis-
order (ADHD) where children are
known 1o have problems in school and
problems with social behavior.

The Avesta Bulletinis anew monthly
issued free in Karachi. Co-edited by
two voung Zarathushtis — Kiumars
Kiani and Kurosh Aryana, the photo-
stated journal shares knowledge and
asks for participation from the youth,
The articles are concise, easily readable
and aurractively presented, notes Wit 's
On. They may be ec-mailed on
Avesta_bin® hotmail com

The January issuc of Whar's On
quotes a picce by Daryoush Mehrshahi
on the Z-net regarding a Japanese sect
known as Hatka Kyoo whose ceremo-
nies and traditions appear 1o be similar
te those of the Zorcastrians. They wear
a white shirt and white belt, make a big
fire particularly in mid summer and
pray and sing before it. [tis known that
there was steady castward migration
from Iran. Is there any other informa-
tion available on these people, asks
Mehrshahi.

A demonstration of e-mail through
the TV was organized under the KZBM
auspices by Wavetech, the sole agent
for this facility, notes Whar's On. The
demonstrators came equipped with five
to six sets of TVs, decoder, remoie
control and cordless keyboard 10 give
the audicnce a hands-on experience of
sending email through television. A
unit of decoder, remote control and
keyboard, normally priced at PRs 8,500
plus an annwal charge of PRs 2,280 lor
unlimited e-mail was offered 1o the
KZBM audience at PRs 7.900 and Rs
1SHM) respectively.

The KZBM now has its own website:
URL: hup:/fwww.aahung.com/banu
mandal

Al the sixth show of the World Asso-
ciation of Flower Arrangers at Durban,
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South Alrica, Dilshad Aspi Irani won a
special mention in the class, “Wizardry
of the Waves.” She was one of the 21
participants from Pakistan. A total of
450 individuals from 26 countries had
participated in the competition.

The Governor of Sindh bestowed a
zold medal on Kamal Dorab Anklesaria
al the Institute of Business Administra-
tion campus on March 15, 1999,
Anklesaria had sccured an overall first
in her Master of Business Administra-
tion, 1996 and had stood first among her
peers in marketing.

ZSBC logo

“Can you come up with a logo which
suits our organization?” challenges the
March-May 1999 edition ol fn Search
of the Trinh, the quarterly newsletter ol
The Zoroastrian Society of British Co-
lumbia (ZSBC). Te be used in a one-
inch square formal, the logo design
needs to be clear and well-defined. The
newsletter stipulates that it may incor-
porale the ZSBC acronym and the
fravahar (ncither of which is manda-
tory ) but may notinclude the ikeness of
Zarathushira.

The directors of ZSBC, led by presi-
dent Bella Tata, include Jamshed Gus-
tavsp, whoas in charge of the children’s/
youth education, Homi ltalia who shoul-
dersthe treasurer and maintenance port-
folios, Azadmehr Kaviani oversecing
youth liaison, sports and culture, secre-
tary Dinaz Mizan, social secretary Shirin
Sethna and Rumi Shrofl who looks
after the seniors’ liatson and special
projects.

Tata, who recently witnessed a par-
liamentary session in Victoria, BC and
lunched with the speaker and several
other faith leaders, was taken on a tour
ol the 100-year-old Parliament Build-
ings. On ascending a staircase, Tata
came face 1o [ace with a stained glass
image of Zarathushira at the Girst land-
ing, she notes in the newsletier. Several
feet away was the portrait of Pericles,
the Greek statesman and military com-
mander under whom Athens reached
the summit of her power. “What went
through the architect’s mind when he
decided o put both these powerlul
people on one wall? How enlightened
was the architect that he chose somcone
like our prophet, who must have been
relatively unknown 1o Europeans,
Britishers and North Americans a cen-
tury ago, o watch over parliunentar-
ians — even liguratively,” Tatanotes in
the newsletter,

Conference in Calgary

The Second International Avesta Con-
ference will be held at Calgary's Ramada
Hotel Downtown September 24-26,
1999 in cooperation with the Zoroas-
trian Education and Research Society,
notes the newsletter of the Zoroastrian
Association of Alberta (ZAA). Pilsum
Master and Firdosh Mehia are the co-
chairs. Professors from Germany, [s-
rael, ltaly, Japan, Russia, USA and UK
are scheduled 1o present papers apart
from community members from India,
Canadaand USA, as notes a flyer on the
conference.

Dr Dhun Noria of North York,
Omtario has gified a generous donation
of Farohar pendants with necklace and
tic pins, the sale proceeds of which will
go towards ZAA efforts 1o host the
Conference.

As part of his interfaith activities
Mehia had provided an insight into
Zoroastrian rituals 1o various classes in
comparative religion study at the Uni-
versity of Alberta late in 1998, Mehtais
vice chairman of the Edmonton Inter-
faith Centre and lectures frequently on
the subject.

Cybersmart Appoo

Zubin Appoo who scored 97.9 percent
in the HSC has been gifteda$ 12,000 a
year scholarship for a three-year course
in information technology (IT) at the
University of Technology, notes a press
release forwarded to Parsiana by former
Bombay Parsi Punchayet chief execu-
tive Rustom Anklesaria. At the end of
the course, a guaranteed high-paying
job awaits him, notes the article by
Raobert Sullivan,

Born in Oxford, England, Appoo
moved o Australia as a child and has
lived most of his life in Prospect where
he attended the Giraween High School.
He is one of 20 chosen for the scholar-
ship from among 800 applicants.

In the course of the past year Appoo
designed Internet websites for several

* companies, charging about $ 35-40 an

hour as against the prevailing profes-
sional fees of 5 80 an hour. He has also
worked in the computing field. While
he likes maths, he doesn™t want Lo do it
all day long, he says, and hopes to make
it into the field of I'T management which
would enable him “to work with cus-
tomers,” he told Sullivan. With an eye
on travel, Appoo says “With I'T you can
goanywhere in the world and get a job
because they need IT workers every-
where.” Appoo planned to reside with
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his parents while attending University,
notes the article.

Planning awardee Mistry
“Opportunity and challenge are my
prime considerations.” writes award
winming architect Homi Misiry. He re-
ceived the 1998 Current Topic Award
Tor Planning and Conservation of Places
from the American Planning Associa-
tion, the only Indian Zoroastrian among
anumber of American peers, inform his
parents Thrity and Dinshaw Misiry,

Mistry's career has encompassed ar-
chitecture, master planning, and project
and contract management, as per his
b datz.

A Master of Urban and Regional Plan-
ming Tromm the State University o New
York. Albany, Mistry had graduated from
Bombay's 1. 1. College of Architecture.
Between the two degrees, gamnered 17
vears apart, Mistry harvested  valuable
working experience beginning as an in-
tem with 2 N. Gobhai Architect, going
on e the Architect’s Cooperative in
Tehran, Iran, where he worked on ithe
development of the masier plan for the
city of Mashad, among other assign-
ments. A yvear with Radicon Consulting
Engineers in Saudi Arabia followed by
independent work led to his appointment

as project architect for the 400-room
Centaur Hotel under Pheroze Kudiana-
vala Consultant Engincers in Bombay.
More time with
Rumy Shroffand As-
sociates and o few
More years again
with Pheroze Kudia-
navala Indusirial De-
signers led Mistry 1o
the City ol Albany
Planning Office in
the US where he took Mistry: projects
his masters degree and plans
whilcassisting the di-

rector wilh: review-

ing and analyzing requests from the plan-
ning board and zoning board of appeals,
addressing short and long term planning

I=5UCs, ClC,

Pake-E-Mehr is 12
The bilingual Farsi-English magazine,
FPake-E-Mehr, edited by Dr Jamshid
Shahrvini of Vancouver, completed 12
vears of publication on Jamshedi
Mavroz. The chorus of good wishes is
led by the Canadian Prime Minister:
“May the blessings of the spring season
touch your lives as you look forward 1o
the challenges and opportunities of the
continted on page 98

A Neville

With Best Gompﬁmen/.?
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POLITICS AND POLICY

The Federation salutes Sam

Justice Sam Variava's appointment as
chief justice of the Delhi High Court is celebrated by the
Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India

“Houston expects al least 100 delegates
from India plus 100 youths.” Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) chairman and
president of the Federation of Parsi Zo-
roastrizin Anjumans of India, Jamshed

the Federation's exccutive council meel
at Bowbay's Muncherji Khareghat Hall
on June 12 and 13, 1999, Guzder was
relerring to the Seventh Waorld Zoroas-
trian Congress (o be held in Houston,
Texas, December 28, 2000 1o January
1, 2001. He urged the anjumans lo
mobilize funds to send at least 10 to 20
delegates if not 100

FEZANA (Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of Morth America) founder
president Rohinton Rivetna made a pre-
sentation o the council on his negotia-
tions with the World Zoroasirian Orga-
nisation (WZ0) on the restructuring of
its constilution o make il more repre-
sentative. But it appears that equality
between its anjuman and individual
members cannot be talked away. The
Federation has decided to await the re-
action of other bodies like FEZANA,
the Iranian Anjuman of Tehran, Iran,
Clc.

The woes of the anjumans regarding
the unavailability of mobeds in the
mofussil were addressed 1o Athornan
Mandal trustee and honorary sccretary
Ervad Parvez Bajan who noted that
though schemes had been introduced 1o
make mobedi more altractive as a pro-
fession for athornan youths, it would be
some time before the current paucity of
priests would be rectified.

The Federation of Zoroastrian Y outh
Associations (FOZY A) will now be of-
ficially represented on the exccutive
council of the Federation of Parsi Zoro-
astrian Anjumans ol India by a member
ol the FOZY A managing commitiee co-
apted by the executive council. The
mation, which had been vehemently
debated at carlier meets of the execulive
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Arnavaz S. Mama

council was adopted at the Federation”s
annual general meeting withoul oo
much discussion.

A suggestion by Hoshang Wania,
president of the Margol Zarathushti
Anjuman fora group medical insurance
of the entire Zoroastrian community i
India found favor with the council,
Wania has been given the go ahead Lo
form a commiltce o invesligate the
possibilities.

The Madhya Pradesh anjumans have
voled at their intercity meet Lo petition
an inerease in the size ol the State Mi-
neritics Commission 1o include all the
five minorities represented at the Na-
tional Minoritics Commission, Presently
only the Muslims, Sikhs and Christians
are represented, reported Indore Zoro-
astrian Anjuman president Bomi
Heerjee. He also announced the estab-
lishment of a2 Parsi Matrimonial Courtin
Indore with jurisdiction over the whole
of Madhya Pradesh.

Justice Sam Variava of the Bombay
High Courl who has been transferred as
chief justice of the Delhi High Court
was lelicitated by the Federation and the
BPP at a dinner at the Ripon Club.

The meet had begun with a minute’s
silent remembrance of Iranian Anjuman
president and Federation treasurer Aspi
Irani who has passed away since the last
mecting in Sanjan. Also mourned was
Rohinton Chinoy of the Union Press
whose sudden death marked the end of
many years of service to the commu-
nily.
A UNESCO (United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific, and Cultural Orga-
nisation) sponsored project o preserve
the culture and heritage of the Parsi
community is being coordinated by Dr
Shernaz Cama of Delhi University.
Donations to the funding of the project
was (lagged off with a five lakh rupee
grant from the BPP, and Guzder offer-
ing an cqual amount from his trust.

The next meeting of the executive
council will be hosted by the Mhow
Parsi Anjuman on November 20 and 21,
1999,

Congress

Homai Modi, jointsecretary of the fourth
and fifth World Zoroastrian Congresses
will be the Indian liaison for the Seventh
Congress in Houston, December 28,
2003 to January 1, 2001, Guzder will be
the leader of the Indian delegation, an-
nounced Rivetna. “The visa section at
the US consulate has agreed that if they
have a list of delegates, visas will be
casy.” he added. Although the theme of
the Congress is what we are going o do
in the next millennium as a community,
the program details are yet to be put
together. With several concurrent ses-
sions, “everybody should be free and
welcome to present viewpoints as long
as youcanattractanaudience,” he noted.

Modi requested subsidized registra-
tion fees for Indian delegates 1o which
Rivetna readily agreed. They “will be
well taken care of: Houston Zoroasiri-
ans are very hospitable,” he declared.

A global essay competition and a
year of festivities and Zarathushti ath-
letics and games are being planned with
jashans around the world at the opening
of the Congress, noted Modi and re-
quested the BPP and the Federation for
funds for the Congress.

Rivetna urged the assembled del-
cgales to contribute/subscribe to the
FEZANA Journal, the quarterly publi-
cation of the Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America avail-
able at an annual cost of US § 135,
“FEZANA isan NGO (non-governmen-
tal organization) recognized by the
United Nations. This status could be
transferred to the world body when it is
established,” he added.

Rivetna is involved with the nascent
body, United Religions of the World,
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which secks 1o resolve religious and
cthnic strife around the world, calling
for peace. “We Zoroastrians (could)
look upon ourselves as bridge builders
because our image is in all the Taiths...
Zoroastrianism is recognized as one of
14 major religions of the world because
of our efforts as individuals,” he said.

Speaking about the third Parliament
of World Religions due to be held in
South Africa, December 1-8, 1999
Rivetna hoped Bajan, scholars Dr Roo-
yintan Peer, Dr Homi Dhalla, Zoroas-
trian Studies founder Khojeste Misiree
and others would come from Bombay
because il Zoroastrians are out of sight
they will be out of mind. Eighty 1o 100
Zoroastrians were among the 8,000
people who attended the second Parlia-
ment in Chicago in 1993,

On that occasion religious leaders of
the world, Dastur Kaikhusroo Jamasp-
Asa among them, had endorsed the
concepl of a global ethic. This time
there is expecied to be a call to our
guiding institutions like the govern-
ments, universities, ete. “Zoroastrians
should be on that document,” Riveina
said, mentioning that so lar only 20
were attending, including BPP trusice
Silloo Kavarana.

With the millennium celebrations

round the corner, the communitics of
the world are offering a gift 1o the world.
From Zoroastrians it could be the com-
mitment that every Zoroastrian youth
would be instructed in global ethics plus
civics and parenting which are not al-
ways laught at the school level, sug-
gested Rivetna,

Dhalla who has recently established
the World Zarathushti Cultural Founda-
tion suggesied the presentation of devo-
tional Parsi poctry as he is in the process
of collecting an anthology. He informed
the Federation of the Foundation”s vari-
ous projects, specifically the preservation
of manuscripts on CD-ROM, the estab-
lishment of libraries in various parts of
India starting with the first in Foona,
reprinting of old books, ete.

World body
“How we come logether is secondary.
(We must) harness the potential that
Zoroastrians represent globally, must
allow all initiatives 1o flower, because if
we don't, we create a situation where
people don't come forward, Complete
harmony means more than unity...”
His crusade for a world body is based
on Rivetna’'s reading of the situation in
North America where he says the “need
for ties is extremely urgent. If these ties

A
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Wishing all Zoroastrians a very Happy New Year
With Best Wishes From
Mr Zubin K. Gandhi and Mr Ashok K. Walke

VENUS ETHOXYETHERS
Private Limited

Offers: Intermediates for disperse dyes

Ethoxylates & Propoxylates
of Alkyl Phenols, Fatty Alcohols, Oxo Alcohols, Fatty Acids,
Amines, Amides, Oils, Esters etc

Job work also undertaken for speciality Ethoxylates/Propoxylates

Speciality Chemicals:
Ethylene Bis Stearamide, Glycerol Mono Oleate, Butyl Stearate,
Sodium Di Methyl Di Thio Carbamate 40%, Potassium Di
Methyl Di Thio Carbamate 40%

Speciality Auxiliary Chemicals for
Textile Industry, Leather Industry and Paper Industry

Please contact manufacturers:
VENUS ETHOXYETHERS Private Limited

Factory and Regd. Office
Plot No. 109-111, Bicholim Ind. Estate, Bicholim, Goa 403529
Tel: (0832) 362337/362898/362904 Fax: (0832) 362257

E-Mail: venus.goa@sma.sprintrpg.ems.vsnl.net.in

Mumbai Address
Hari Niwas, st Floor, 19, Mathew Road, Mumbai 400004
Tel: (022) 3630466/3610523 Fax: (022) 3611285

Web Site: http://www.venus-goa.com




LET THE GOOD SPIRITS FLOW!

Z TR

J b
Cm S IR
/}/é/-/ | "‘13\7:\\:\‘,\
,”Z fﬂ f/;;\\ J f\:\ \\\'\
NN

HAPPY NEWYEARTO ALL

Regd. Office : Sadiq Building Mount Road Extension Nagpur 440 001
Tel - 533293 520429 541689 521183 Fax -91 712 532220 email: bapuna®nagpurdot.net.in
Works : Rairu Farm, Agra-Mumbai Road, Gwalior 474 010.
Tel.: 490479, 490579, 68305, 68311. Fax : +91-751-68315, 341778. email : adbapuna®gwrl.dot.net.in.

Visit us at : hitp:/’'www.bapuna.com




are not there, North American Zoroas-
trians will develop in (their own) indi-
vidual way and become unrecogniz-
able.”

The blueprint for a bonding of fed-
erations worldwide (the World Council

of Zoroastrian Federations — WCZF)
presented by Rivetna had been endorsed
by India but FEZANA had held back
from joining as a founder member on
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the request of the WZO for a chance 1o
restructure itself into a representative
body. The Indian Federation had joined
FEZANA in giving Rivetna the man-
date to negotiate with the WZO for the
purpose. Though much ground was cov-
ered by Rivetna with WZ0 representa-
tive Rumy Sethna, final agreement has
been elusive. Rivelna now presented
three alternatives to the Federation:

L to R: {15t row) Guzder, Rivetna,
Keki Gandhi: (2nd row) Engineer.
Tamboly, Eruch Irani, Rustomyji;
{left) Guzder felicitating the
Variavas

*To go ahead with the proposed World
Council of Zoroastrian Federations with
a memorandum of understanding with
the WZO to demarcate their fields of
operation. This means that there will be
two world bodies in operation.
*To accept the restructured WZO with
its 16-member Council of Federations
and 16-member Council of Individuals
which together constitute the 32-mem-
ber International Board of Directors with
overall responsibility. Here the original
“flaw” of equal weightage to individu-
als and associations in the WZO consti-
ution remains.
*To opt for a confederation of the Zara-
thushti members comprising a council
of individuals and a council of federa-
tions which satisfies the concept of one
world body without either section im-
pinging on the other.

The lesson from history according to



MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from educated,
good-looking Zarathushtrian
girls of respectable families,
for two young Zarathushtrian

boys of 28 and 27 years
respectively. Both boys are
professional and career
minded graduates and are
electrical engineers from
Sydney. The elder boy is an
electronic engineer and the
younger one is a soflware
engineer. Both are working in
reputed organizations. Girls
must be 21 to 28 years and
willing to settle in Australia.
The boys along with their
parents will be visiting Mumbai
in Dec 99/Jan 2000. Please
send detailed information with
a photograph (returnable) to:
The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Aug/17-99)"
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

‘Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the relerence number cited hare.

Riveina is 1o hold on 1o the ideal while
accepting reality and make the neces-
SUry COMpromise.

While Poona Parsee Panchayat (PPP)
trustee and Federation vice president
Eruch Irami sniffed. “This is no solu-
tion: we've heard this before,” BPP
trustee Rustom Tirandaz upbraided the
delegates: “We, as a community, have
stopped listening... Our community
needs an apex body so that the apex
body can thrust certain changes down
the throats of the trustees of various
institutions. We are all on an ego trip,
cach and every one of us... Corpuses of
small trusts are frittered away on the
administiration of the wrusis... Silent
charity is the need of the hour (because)
the burden of obligation s a destructive
burden... Whether you like it or not the
BPP is the apex body of the commu-
nity... change the indifference with
which the communily is faced. (We
arc) afraid of taking decisions. The BPP
is the lfavorite whipping horse of the
community.”

“We had offered 1o give a clause by
clause response o the WZO s new drafl
constitution which was done,” declared
Keki Gandhi, joint honorary seeretary
ol the Federation adding, “The dialog

will be put forward 10 FEZANA and
Iran and others. Let other regions of the
world decide whichaliernative they want
to opt for. When the right time comes
we'll have a full-fledged debate.”

Referring 1o the WZO as “a fact of
hife.” BPP trustee and WO India presi-
dent Dadi Engincer termed the fusion of
the proposed body with the existing one
as an equal parinership. To deprive the
WZO's individual members of a say in
the running of the world body would
amount to the withdrawal of a vesied
right, as in the case of the BPP's consti-
tution, resulting in an unequal partner-
ship. “If the partners are not on cqual
terms, there has to be a parting,” he said,
simultancously hoping that “the dialog
would continue and that the WZO and
the Federation will be able to work hand
in hand.” As an example of WZO's
work Engineer referred to its contribu-
tion of halfl the cost of the Rs 10 lakh
outlay towards the repair and refurbish-
ing of the Indore dharamshala while
BPP rustee and WZO, UK vice presi-
dent Dinshaw Tamboly informed the
gathering that all the WZO 1trusis in
India were zero corpus trusts, “We raise
funds per project. (It is) a testimony of
the faith of the donors,” he added,

With the compliments of

N.S. Guzder
GCo. Etd:

Neville House
Ballard Estate
Bombay 400038
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L to R: (15t row) Kavarana,
Dinshaw Mehta, Tirandaz,
Mehli Colah, Dastur; (2nd
row) Masani, Heerjee,
Karanjawalla, Dara Irani;
(3rd row) Bajan, Modi;
{4th row) Giara, Dhalla

Priests

With Bajan present, Federa-
tion members poured forth their
woes regarding the non-avail-
ability of mobeds. On the one
hand Guzder briefly related
how interest on a 52 lakh rupee
donation from [ranian philan-
thropists Faridoon and
Mehraban Zartoshty was be-
ing used by the BPP to widen
the academic background of
mobeds, show them how they
should conduct their duties and
themselves. On the other hand
Mhow Anjuman secrelary
Behram Masani reported how
one of their two mobeds had
left Mhow without notice: they
received his letter of resigna-
tion after he had taken up his
new job with a trust in Navsar.
“The other one is also threat-
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ening to leave.” According
to Masani, the Mhow
anjuman offers a goad sal-
ary because funds are sub-
stantial with free housing
and many ceremonies per-
formed in their adanan, the
only consecrated fire in
north India. “There should
be an understanding be-
tween anjumans not Lo en-
ticeemployees away, "urged
Masani.

Neither Agra, Jhansi nor
Gwalior have a mobed and
would be willing to share
one, said Jhansi president
Ronnie Dick. Delhi hasbeen
on the lookout for a second
priest as well as an agiary
assistant. They pay over a
lakh of rupees to their priest
annually plus free housing,
Delhi Parsi Anjuman youth
representative Adil Nargol-
wala informed the gather-
ing.

With industnalization in
Umbergaon some Parsis
have come but they need a
mobed at the MNavazbai
Goiporia Agiary in Davier
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MATRIMONIAL

Respectable family from
abroad invites suitable match
for their daughter, C.A., 26
years working with a
multinational Co. Boys from
good family background up to
30 years with high academic
qualifications may apply to:
The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Aug/16-99)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

‘Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited here,

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for a genial natured
Parsi boy 25 years, studying
for his 2nd Maslers in denlal surgery
(admitted vide enfrance exams --
AlIMS -- Mew Delhi) from a pretty, well
educated and domestically trained
Parsi gir of respeclable family between
the age of 22-25 years. Reply giving
full bio data with family details
and a photograph returnable to:
The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial {Aug/18-99)°
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

"Flease make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited hera,

where they do not have the resources (o
pay well, announced Marzban Wadia
ol Davier. They share their 150-year-
old dokhma with Saronda and Sanjan,
Saronda pays its mobed Rs 85,000 per
annum, according 1o ils representative
Homi Palsetia.

Caleutta’s two senior priests have
passed away after serving the commu-
nity for over 60 years. Two young
maobeds are currently holding the fort
but the community doesn’t know how
long they will stay, reporied Caleutia’s
MNauzer Batlivala. Jamshedpur has a “re-
luctant panthaky™ and a lew retired
peaple whoare pricsts. Five young mem-
bers ol the community have done their
navar and maratab but are mostly away
pursuing their education, remarked its
representative Silloo Surti. Mukiad time
is particularly dilTicult, she added.

Borivli has seven to cight mobeds on
its muster but no agiary; Allahabad has
made do with paramobeds since 1983;
even the wealthy Karachianjuman can’t
find mobeds despite offering high sala-
rics, as noled BPP chiel exccutive
Behram Dastur. Wania was the only
one to declare they had “no problems in
MNargol (because) the anjuman pays
properly.”

Pervez Irani of the Iranian Zoroas-
trian Anjuman sought “some scheme Lo
merge some agiaries together” but
Dastur informed him that Dasturs (Drs)
Jamasp-Asa and Firoze Kotwal as well
as Mistree had opposed the idea when
consulted by the BPP. Heerjee sug-
gested the istitution of a central em-
ployment exchange with the seminarics
as a resource bank.

To put the current problems in his-
torical perspective Bajan spoke of the
humiliation and indignities suffered by
the priests. the social inequality and
poverly despite grinding labor. “The
Athornan Mandal was formed in 1915
for the amelioration of mobeds, for bet-
ter prospects and dignity for the priestly
class,” he said, Explaining how the best
brains of the priestly class had dispersed
1o other professions, oflen at the behest
of their fathers and grandfathers who
did not wish their sons to suffer the
ingratitude and ignominy they had suf-
fered themselves, Bajan noted, *Today
what you are seeing is the result of those
social inequalities,” adding, “Today
there is a yen for more money with less
effort.™

Bajan agreed on the need for profes-
sional ethics among priests and said that
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the Athornan Mandal has a decla-
ration in its form tha the member
agrees 1o 2o oul 1o other anjumans
for at least one month. They werc
making a short List of mobeds will-
ing Lo goout and hid sent someone
o Madras for two months, With
the WZO scheme which bolsters
the carmings of modeds as well as
ensures their training bevond the
bounds ol ritual practice, more en-
lightened clergy may be forthcom-
ing in the future, because the
scheme concentrates on mobeds in

/

the age group of 15 to 35 years, as per
the terms of the donors, noted Tambaoly.

' Philanthropist Naryman Dubash has dis-

tributed Rs 50,000 among older mobeds,
acknowledged Bajan. Nonetheless,
behdins need 1o change their attitude
from the covert sneer of “Tu khali
mabeddi karéch (1s mobedi all that you
do)?" 1o one of greater respect, be will-
ing 1o accept him as a member of the
family, Bajan emphasized.

“What does an anjuman do when it
needs permanent mobeds?” asked
Bharuch's Sarosh Ginwalla mindful of
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their six to cight agiarics with no merger
or movement of the hire permitted.
Young mobeds are averse o go o
Bharuch. he noted.

Since a Zoroastrian priest is a family
man, schooling for his children 15 an
important consideration as also the resi-
dence and returns available o him,
responded Bapan. In many ol these
agraries 11 would be virtually solitary
confinement with no work and no devo-
lees.

Marzhan Grara who has been shoul-
dering a lot of documentation work for
the benefit of the community, saw the
nced 1o address the problems of agiaries

where the population has declined,
as in Bombay's Fort area, and of agiary
lires dying out in the mofussil — as an
intelligent. educated community. There
15 also need for proper religious and
moral education for children, he opined.

UNESCO

Delhi Parsi Anjuman (DPA) secretary
Farrokh Rustomji informed the del-
egates about the UNESCO supported
project for the preservation of Parsi-
Zoroastrian culture and hentage. Aware
that valuable information and docu-
ments are being lost, “UNESCO has
realized the need 1w docament  Parsi

culture and heritage for the world,” he
noted. Prof Cama 15 the consultant to
the project and UNESCO has contnib-
uted a seed capital of US $ 4,500, Other
institutional support comes from the
DPA and the Indira Gandhli National
Centre for the Arts. The imitial cost of
the project is estimated at over 40 lakh
rupees a year. There is said 1o be sub-
stantial response from Gujarat with old
manuscripts and material for micro-
filming. The BPP has promised a grant
of Bs 5 lakhs and Guaeder has made a
matching personal promise. It is ex-
pected that associations worldwide will
contribute towards the project. Bharuch
made an initial promise of Rs 10,000
witha furtheramount expected. Saronda
promised Rs 1,001 Allahabad Parsece
Zoroastrian Anjuman president Capt
Homi Dandiwalla, in his personal ca-
pacity, offered Rs 201. All cheques are
1o be made 10 UNESCO who have
opened a special account and are cx-
ploring the tax exemption angle. in-
formed Rustomiji.

Udvada-Sanjan

Earlier, Pervez Irani had been asked to

study the beauwtilication of the Sanjan

Stambh in conjunction with Rohinton
cenirined on page 1id
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HISTORY

Treasured on the Island - 1

Faith and fortune

Parsis who accidentally or intentionally landed in Ceylon contributed
to the wealth of their new homeland while prospering as businessmen

Aller being shipwrecked in the turbu-
lent waters of the Indian Ocean a hand-
ful of Parsis landed in Ceylon in the
early 17th century. In the 18th century,
some adventurous Parsis had soughi to
establish themselves on this beautiful
island as planters and shopkeepers. By
the 19th century the community wis so
well respected that on the formation of
the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce in
1539, Hormusjee Espandiarjee and
Shapoorjie Hirji were the only two non-
+ English members invited thercon.

Al the turn of the 20th century Zoro-
asirians in Ceylon numbered less than a
hundred. reaching their peak ol over
350 prior 10 World War 11, Then fol-
lowed the exodus and today around 60
Zoroasirians remain in Sn Lanka (see
“The Zoroastrians of Serendip.” Par-
steoner. January 1999),

Beginning this issue, Parsiana will
be chronicling the achievements of
prominent Sri Lankan Zoroasirians ol
the 19 and the 200h century. These are
edited excerpts from Behram Kaikhush-
roo Billimoria's historical compilation,
The Parsees in Cexlon, culled from the
memoirs of Fromroze Rustomjee and
K. D. Choksy. Writien about nine years
ago, [aciually there may be a change of
circumstiances for some of the individu-
als mentioned herein although we have
imposed on Sri Lanka’s respected legal
light Kairshasp Choksy's ime 1o check
the episodes for accuracy.

The lirst instalment detuls the suc-
cess story of  Dady Muncherji also
known as Dady Parst who was a mer-
chant held in high esteem by the locals
as also the Europeans who patronized
his shops. Transport Facilities 100 came
within his purview in the early 19ih
century and there are references 1o his
establishment running the palanguin
facilities for the convenience of passen-
gers,

The coffee estate and exports ol
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Cowasjee Eduljee Colombowalla car-
ned him substantial wealth and he used
a part of it to donate a burial ground for
Parsis in Colombao, mentions the sec-
ond instalment. (This old burial ground
in Kouanchina that was in use prior o
the present one on Jawatte Road was
acquired lor the community by Peston-
jee Dinshawjee Khan.) To Framjee Bhi-
khajee and Company goes the credit for
making possible the mflux of many
Parsis lrom India. The Khan Clock
Tower and the Crippled Children’s
Ward bear testimony 10 their largesse.
Framjee House was the venue for all
Parsi Testivities and it was also custom-
ary to have an “open house™ lor all
Parsis every Sunday, it s recounted.

The rags o riches story of Rustomjee
Muncherjee who had assiduously toiled
10 build up his business empire and
invariably presided over every meeting
of the community is related in the third
instalment. Among the leading proles-
siomals of the 20th century were Homi
Framroze Billimoria who enjoyed the
distinction ol serving as the hirst Ceylo-
nese (the previous incumbents being
English) chiel architect of the public
works department ol the government
and Dr Rustom Pestonjee who had
served the King during World War 1
and returned with distinctions in war
service. Some of the imposing struc-
tures erected by Billimoriare the Inde-
pendence Hall, The Elphinstone and
Majestic Theatres and Navroz Baug,
As superintendent of the Leper Asylum
in Hendala Pestonjee played host to the
Parsi community every Christmas when
they gathered there to celebrate the
oceasion with the patients.

Another revercd medical practitio-
nerwas Dr Dadabhoy Pestonjec Banajee
who had served the Maharaja of Morv
helore being appointed member of the
Colombo Municipality, states the fourth
instalment. Even though the Maharaja

followed Banajee o Ceylon o per-
suade him 1o return, Banajee’s wife
would not allow it for one of his duties
was (o tasie the food before it was
served to the Maharaja which she felt
could endanger his life. The legal
Iraternity’s claim to fame was Nariman
Kaikhushroo Choksy who was ap-
pointed King's Counsel and his son
Kairshasp who officiates as President’s
Counsel. The Prayer Hall and priest’s
residence known as Navroz Baug were
constructed by Meherbai who was keen
1o fullil her husband Pallonjee Nowrojee
Kapadia's dream project.

The Parasmani Hall which is in use
by the Parsi Sports Club was the com-
bined effort of Framroze Rustomjee
who donated the land and Ruttonshah
Rustomjee who bore the cost of con-
struction, it is explained in the fifth
instalment. As per Ruttonshah's last
will, every year the community is in-
vited 1o a dinner at the Navroz Baug on
a date close 1o his death anniversary.
The academician Kaikhushroo Billimo-
ria, who as principal of the Dharmaraja
College was responsible for building up
the center of learning into a reputed
institute, was always happy to host Parsi
visitors 1o Kandy as theirs was the only
Zoroastrian amily resident there,

Many other outstanding Parsis have
their roots in Ceylon, Professional, busi-
ness andfor family commitments may
have persuaded them 1o settle in other
lands. But their accomplishments are
fondly recalled in the final episode of this
treatise on Sri Lankan Zoroastrians.

LLL]

The Parsis in India were ambitious and
inherently possessed of wanderlust,
They preferred to travel to distant lands
and to establish themselves in profes-
sions and skillful undertakings. The
Parsis migrated 1o many countries like
Africa, the Mediterranean cities and
other parts of the world.
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In their peregrinations they reached
the Maldivian coast and proved their
worth as expert builders of vessels and
The Maldivians welcomed
them openhcaricdly and not only en-
gaged them and their services For build-
g boats but alse

sea crall

carrying on and extending the scope of
their business activity in many different
places. One such Neld for the expansion
ol their business activity was the island
of Ceylon, which in the days gone by
brought 1o Ceylon in Maldivian bugga-
lows vast quantilics

for manning nany
ol therrcralis across
the turbulent waters
of the Indian, Ara-
hian and Alvican
coasts, The Parsis
who were: expert

TRV IZALOrS (ssi]

aled themselves

If the lost item was
taken to the shop
of “Parsi Dady”
the finder would
receive a reward

of  commercial
goods not only
from the Maldive
islands, but also
from other parts ol
India, Arabia and
the Afnican coast.
The gravest danger
lay in the manning

with their Maldi-
viem comrindes and proved themselves
therr trustworthy friends, Dunng ther
many jowrmeys o distant ands near the
Arabian Coast they taught the Maldi-
vians 1o do exiensive barter [or the
soods they carned. The numerous bar-
ter transactions which the Parsis taugln
the Maldivians brought them into promi-
nence with the Maldivian government
wlich not only permmtted them Lo ex-
tened their inkde Bacilities bt also em-
ployed them in their government of-
hees as men of mtense intearity. Thus
the Parsis found ample scope both for

and handling ol
these fral eraft. The Parsis who were
experts in shipbuilding made tremen-
dous advances in the strengthening ol
the buggalows. This helped the Mal-
divian government 10 acquire consider-
able wealth and increased their pros-
peniy.

Among the persons who had been
shipwrecked and whose tombstones are
found in remote arcas ol our mantime
provinees of Cevlon will be found the
remains of able-bodied seamen. of the
buggalows they had built and of which
they were the most semior crallsmen,
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who had risked their precious lives
save their craft being broken up in
stormy weather. This accounts for the
gravestones which have been discov-
ered in Ceylon’s maritime eastern and
weslern coasts dating as far back as
1603, bearing the names of the ancient
shipbuilders. Hence the Parsis did visit
this beautiful island known as the “Pearl
of the Orient” over 368 years ago.
Traces of stray Parsi burials in the
castern provinee establish that Parsis
ventured into this island also around the
year 1750. Some of them had becn
planters and the others shopkeepers.
Their earlier prosperity, of which we
have little information, helped others of
their kinsmen from India to launch forth
into business activitics in Ceylon.
Ceylon proved a most hospitable
and homely country to the Parsis who
had come to the island from remote
times and made the country their per-
manent home, The dilferent govern-
ments, from times prior 1o the British
occupation, always alTorded the Parsis
freedom of worship and full freedom of
trade. Parsis have at all times mingled
with the indigenous population in every
part of the island and have been always
welcome in their homes. This is due 10

the inborn traits of the Parsis who have
never proved hostle or immical to the
interest of all others nor have they at
any time been so politically minded as
to aspire for office, rank or position in
the affairs of government,

The interest of the Parsis has at all
times been subservient to the interest of
the country in which they have made
their home and they have been always
charitably disposed towards the people
with whom they dwell. They have been
noted to use their wealth for the benefil
ol the country in which they have made
their home.

K. D. Choksy, onc of the pionecer
research workers of his day, living in
Ceylon, had spent many years making
ardent investigations at the Govern-
ment Archives to discover particulars
regarding the advent of Parsis in Ceylon
for purposes of trade. A few of his
available notes, placed at the disposal
of the writer by his son, N. K. Choksy,
advocate, Queen’s Counsel, and one
time judge of the Supreme Court of the
island of Ceylon, have helped to give
the data pertaining to the incidents re-
ferred 1o in this work.

According to the Parsee Prakash of
Bombay, it would appear that Hormus-
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jee Espandiarjee Khambata came 1o
Bombay from Khambat (Cambay) and
went to Mysore during the Tippu Sultan
warstodo businessthere. He then spread
outl o the Malabar coast and i 1803
established himself in Colombo as one
of the leading merchanis owning three
ships.

Hormusjee Espandiarjee and a num-
ber of his Parsi relatives carried on a
lucrative business in the Pettah and at
15, Baillic Swreet in the Fort of Co-
lombo. Espandiarjee’s business dealt
with the import of goods on consign-
ment basis from India and large stocks
of goods of forcign manufacture from
China and Europe.

The Histery of the Cevion Chamiber
of Commerce reveals that at the first
meeting held on March 25, 1839 when
the Chamber was inaugurated, Hormus-
jee Espandiarjee and Shapoorjie Hirji
were the only 1two non-English mem-
bers of that Chamber — thus indicating
the high estcem in which these two
*arsis had been held in Ceylon at that
time. According o the Parsee Prakash,
Hormusjee Espandiarjee died in Bom-
bay at the age of 85 years in 1845,

It would appear that King's Street
and Baillic Street in the Fort were well-

known for business purposes and a num-
ber of Parsis founded their businesses in
the Fort of Colombo. Ceylon having
hecome noted for its wonderfully pro-
ductive terrain, the Parsis of India de-
cided 10 come over to Ceylon for trade,

Inthe carly 19th century, 1807-1813,
there were o number of Parsis who had
established themselves in Colombo and
elsewhere for husiness and trade, namely
Sorabjee Pestonjee who came from
Bombay, Nusserwanjee Eduljee Hor-
musjee from Surat, Sorabjee Rultonjee
from Bombay, Dinyarji Burjorji from
Bombay.

Dady Muncherji. known as “Parsi
Dady™ or “Dady Parsi™ did business on
a greater scale than any of the above
named four persons. He dealt in cloth,
liquor, imported food items, potatocs,
onions and in addition conducted auc-
tions of furniture of his clients. He also
conducted lotteries for the sale of such
items. He used 1o buy or sell for his
customers horses and carriages. He held
agencies Tor ships. If anyone lost any
item he published a notice stating that il
the item was taken to the shop of “Parsi
Dady” he would receive a reward. In
those days Europeans did not own shops
or conduct business with the result that

THE COMMUNITY

FARES WELL
AT TATAS

Community welfare is a social responsibility
woluntarily accepted by Tatas many years
ago. It was this sense of responsibility that
prompted Sir Ratan Tata to finance studies
into the causes of poverty in 1912, and the
Tata Trusts to establish institutions like the
Tata Memorial Hospital for Cancer Research
and treatment and the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences.

in fact. Tatas have gone so far as to turn
the entire town of Jamshedpur into a model
in community living. There are wide roads,
tree-lined avenues. hospitals and family
clinics, and schools which any community
would be proud of.

TATA ENTERPRISES
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English civilians, Supreme Courl
judges, lawyers. barristers as well as
military officers and padres were his
clients. Owing to his humility people
were attracted 1o him. Afler having
conducted his business for about 25
years, he announced that he proposed to
go for a short time (o his hometown,
Bombay. In recognition of his services
to them for 25 years, his customers
made a collection and decided to present
him with a “picce of plate” which was
meant to be “a small but just tribute of
approbation due 1o the worth of an
upright. obliging and benevolent man.”

Thereafter a notice was published in
the Government Gazette of March 27,
1524:

“The commitiee appoinied by the
subscribers for a picce of plate to Dady
Muncherji commonly called ‘Dady
Parsi’ now beg to inform that the amount
ol the subscription received has been
appropriated 1o the purchase of a silver
cup. made under the committee’s direc-
tions al Colombo and which was lately
presented to him in the names of the
subscribers on his return 1o this island.
The sentiments of Dady Muncherji on
receiving this fattering token of public
estimation are expressed in the follow-

ing address:

**Gentlemen, penetrated with the
honor which you have done me, 1 can-
not express the gratitude and self-satis-
faction I feel on this occasion; but [ beg
to assure you it will be the study of my
future days to continue to deserve the
goodwill and esteem of a community
that has long commanded my respect.

*““If, gentlemen, I have in any degree
deserved the praises you have been
pleased to bestow upon me, the merit is
rather yours than mine — the extensive
patronage | have received from this
community during my long residence
here, the encouragement it has cver
given me and the interest it seemed 1o
take in my welfare could not fal to
produce clfeets, which 1 am happy 1o
find have obtained your approbation.

“*I return my most sincere and grate-
ful thanks for the fattering present with
which you have honored me. 1 shall
cherish it and consider it as a pledge of
the continuance of your goodwill and
support which, I trust in God, 1 shall
never forfeit.

“[ remain, gentlemen,
with great respect

Your most obedient, most
ohliged and faithful servant
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(signed) Dady Muncherji
Colombo, March 11, 1824.""

The Governmmenr Gazette of May 5,
1830 contains a notice that on May 2,
1830 “Parsi Dady Muncherji™ aged 70
passed away.

There 15 a possibility that Parsi Dady
Muncheri is the same as Dady Hirjee
hereinafter referred to.

Dady Hirjee. a Parsi from Bombay,
came over with his family 1o Colombo
and apened a large departmental store
in Baillic Street next door to the long-
standing auction rooms of G. W. Gambo
in the Corner House of Baillie Sireet in
the Fort of Colombo. The strict honesty
and imtegrity of Dady Hirjee's business
methods and transactions appealed to
the government which patronized this
firm lor every kind of project beneficial
1o the people and Dady Hirjee became
singularly well-known to the people of
Colombo. He later acquired the auction
rooms of Gambo and established alarge
auctioning business where almost all
goods and stocks of articles seized by
the customs were sent Lo be auctioned.

In the year 1520, Parsi Dady Hirjee,
a philanthropist, donated a set ol
Enevelopaedia Brittanica al a meeting
at the King's House, Colomba, for the

formation of a Society called the Ceylon
Literary Socicty. From the numerous
records in the Government Gazettes of
the early 19th century it is abundantly
clear that in government circles, Parsi
Dady Hirjee had been well known for
his probity through the large volume of
valuable articles he had handled for sale
or otherwise for the government of
Ceylon.

According 10 the Government Ga-
zette of June 2, 1821, we learn that a
large vessel named the Hasrings with
an emplacement of 24 guns, built by the
notable Bombay shipbuilder, Parsi
Jamshedjee Bomanjee was floated from
the docks on May 12, 1821. It reached
Colombo on June 2, 1821. The firm of
Dady Hirjee acted as agents of this
vessel.

It is known from the Government
Gazentes of the early 19th century that
transport facilities for the transport of
goods [rom the capital city of the island
were very poor and that as a result of
this the Parsi traders, who helped 1o
send goods to the interior provinces,
had to meet with many reverses. These
goods used 1o be sent through coolies
who carried the parcels by hand for
delivery. In the course of transit the
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merchanis had to undergo severe losses
due to pilferage. Some of the coolies
had even absconded with the goods.
Even palanquins were in constant use in
those carly days for the transport of
passengers from one destination 1o an-
other. Parsi Dady Hirjee's establish-
ment was in charge of the palanguin
facilities.

The first new brig known as George
the Fourth was built at Baticaloe by
Parsi craftsmen 10 carry a load of 135
tons. It was built 1o carry freight in
safety. Other ships and crafts came o
be built with the aid of the Parsi crafis-
men for voyages from Trincomalee,
Point de Galle and Colombo to the
distant poris of Bombay, Madras,
Calcutta, Chittagong and many other
South Indian ports. Parsi Dady Hirjee’s
establishment was in charge of all these
transport lacilities.

Dady Hirjee and his family hved
long in Ceylon as prominent citizens,
well recognized by the government for
their probity of character, honesty and
integrity.

There is no trace of Parsi Dady
Hirjee's family having left Ceylon,
which had been their home for many
years. To be continued
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HISTORY

Daring Dosebai

One of the few Indian women writers of the 19th century, Dosebai
Jessawalla critically chronicles life in a tradition-bound society

Recent research has focussed on aulo-
hingraphies as source material 1o gauge
respomses 1o social change. This be-
comnes all the more important with re
gard tothe few works written by women
writers in the 19th century. A woman
wrode aboul hersell as o conscions agl.
as b represented her desire o express
her feelings and emotions. This article
is based on an autobiography entitled
The Story of My Life by Doschai
Cowasjee Jessawalla (née Shrofl).
Jessawalla was an upper-class Parsi
housewife, She clanmed 1o be the
hirst woman 1o have reeeived an
Enghsheducation i Bombay md
ascribed this plonecring step Lo
her widowed mother, Meheribsn
sheoll, who braved the hosule
criticism ol both her Gamily and
the lemders of her community.
Jessawalla repeatedly emphasizes
the et that this miative had
been overlooked by a male donn
mateed soviety. Jessawalla's cdu-
cation was confined 6o a knowl-
ol the English language and
an aequisition. of western sovial
grpces. Her account covers hall a

century and hence her reactions
W e changimg social environ
ment are significant, especially
since there are such few volces
like hers. She led no campaigns
for relorm and was an andend
lophile. taking pride in bemg
the hirst o adopt certam socil
prachices of the west. She trav-

ul

elled extensively and recorded
her expenences. While there 1= a
tendeney o simble and highligh
sociely events, her writing pro
vides a valuable insight into the
lk_'l\'fl'lll s O o owoman liv g i
the Fare 91Mh century

Jexvawallo: elevons Pearsi

Phodns: The Story of My Lite

Dr Mridula Ramanna

Jessawalla’s parents were Hormusjee
Cursetjee Shroll and Meheriba,
Hormusjee was the son of Curseijec
Manckjec Shrofl. head of the Parsi
Punchayet, wihile Meheribin was the
daughter ol lamsetjee Nanabhoy
Guzder. Mehenbm
Ciugaratt, but had ber sons educated
English. She seems 1o have been an
independent-minded woman, with an
admiration or westem mamners.

The state of education in the mid

wis [luent n

19h century is deseribed by Jessawalli,

to show the reader the environment in
which Meheribai took the bold step of
cducating her daughter. Only some men
knew English and did not think of teach-
g the language to women. A slight
smatlering ol the vernaculars wis the
extent of a girl's auainments, which
wits acquired from schools conducted
by mehiajis. The school consisted only
of a sround Noer verandah, where the
students squatted on a hard maltress.
Jessawalla Felu that the very appe
ol the teachers was nol such as o “com-
mand respect.” The method of
eaching was the recitation of mul-
tiplication tables in "a united roar.”
withzirls picking up “a lew crumbs
of learning.” For the rest, a girl
passed her time in routine house-
work or in “idleness and gossip.”
The orthodox Parsis wanted 1o keep
“the females stationary,” and con-
sidered them “vastly inferior” and
a carcer was “undreamt of .
Meheribai made the acquain-
tance of Ms Ward and her mother
Ms Mackenzie through her Gamuly
doctor Baptist (son-in=law ol Su
Roger de Faria) and subsequently
sent Dosebai to Ms Ward's Semi-
nary (as the school was called) in
1542, This action created a scandal
among the Parsis. Notonly did hes
[mher-in-law oppose her, but the
Gujarati papers, Jame-e-Jamshed
and the Chabuk, which catered 1.0
Parsi readership, made entical
comments. The family was even
threatened with excommunication
On the other hand, the Bomba
Conerer, of August 23, 1842 hailed
the step and declared, “We shall
watch the progress of this girl with
deep interest and will rejoice 1o
lind the noble example Tollowed
by others.” Jessawalla points out
that the paper, while highlighting
the et that she was the grand-

e
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daughter of Cursetjee Manekjee Shrofl
and the daughier of Hormusjee
Cursetjee, had remarked that her mother
had cooperated with other members ol
that enlightened family in procuring

every advantage of education.
Tessawalla spiritedly dismisses this
statement as being “far wide oll the
mark.” Her grandfather also received a
leter of praise from Mountstuart
Elphimstone from England.

She regrets that in both the edinons
ol lis volumes on the manners, cusioms
lore of the Parsis, Dosabha
Framjp Karaka, while mentioning the
founder of female cducation, passes
over “m silence™ an event which had
caused “so much consternation.”
Jessawalla concludes that the “male sex
isevertardy of acknowledging the mernts
ol o lemale rival.” Ms Ward's school
1847 but Jessawalla's ex-
ample was Tollowed by her cousin,

andances

cloxzed n

Cooverbai. who was taught English by
a governess, Subsequently, Jamsetjee
Jejeehhoy had hisonly daughter Pirojbai
educated, while Framp Cowasp Banan's
I 8-yvear-old married daughter was in-
structed i secrecy by o Portuguese
master called Amadore Viegas.
Jessawalla asserts that while these lead-
ers ol Parsi society were alfraid ol lei-
ting it be known that therr daughters
were bemng educated. her mother had
openly espoused the cause. This ex-
ample was emulated by Sic Albert
Sussoon. alier overcoming the objec-
tions ol lus father, as Jewish women
never appearcd unvelled in public. He
senl his davghters o a school set up by
Ms Hinton in 1849, Muanockjee
Cursetjee’s daughters, Ammae K. R,
Cama and Serene Manockjee Cursetjee
also attended this school, Manockjee
founded the Alexandra Native Girls’
English Insutution in 1563 and Serene

Jessawalfa’s bungalow at Tardeo
Holding the reins: Dosebai witl
Ceowasjee in {876

Cursetjee was associated with its main-
tlenance. Jessawalla’s contention wiis
that while this initiative was highlighted.
her mother’s bold swep two decades
carlicr was overlooked. Mcheriban died
in 1879, The Indian Magazine and Ke-
wiew of London. 1908 seems 1o have
eulogized her. The Bombay Gazette ol
1887 also acknowledged Mehenban' s
contribution. alter Manockjee's death.
Karaka dates female educatuon 1o
18449, when educated men saw the need
1 cducate their womenlolk, particu-
larly since they exercised such an influ-
~ ence on children. Thiz was
,L_ A realized through the elfforts
= of the Swidents’ Literary and
Scientific Society, Jessawalla
refers 1o the Society and com-
mends Dadabhai Naoroji,
Nowroji Furdoonp, Ardesn
Framji Moos and Bomang
Pestonji Master for promo-
ing vernaculareducation. She
ohserves that only later were
the “'plutocrats roused to their
sense of duty” and those who
gave “the mere assistance ol
their purse” were held up for
praise, even though their own
women were nol educated.
When Jessawalla left
school at the age of 13, she
continued her “education”
under the tion of a govern-
ess twice a week, She contrasts Givor-
ably her own “manner ol siting”™ and
“modulated voice™ with those of her
acquaintances, who talked “loudly.” Her
“cducation” came 10 an end when she
wis 17, Her mother had begun scouting
lor grooms a vear carlier. Jessawalla
states that she was convineed that she
had o right to assent or decline a pro-
posal. She disapproved of the pracuce
ol consulting horoscopes as “idle su-
perstition.” She had apparently devel-

oped a fondness for a cousin of hers and

with her mother'sapproval had broached
the subject of marriage with her uncle,
but he refused o permit the alliance
since he disapproved of Meheribai’s
ways. Finally, Dosebai married her
maother's Iriend’s son, Cowasjee
Jessawalla, a widower with six chil-
dren.

Cowasjee had been educated in En-
alish and worked in his father’s firm.
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Jehangir and Company. He was present
in 1839 during the war in Kabul and was
responsible for establishing the fannly
business at Multan, Sukkur, Lahore,
Rawalpindi and Kabul. Subsequently
he worked as a guarantee broker with
Volkart Brothers and ook an active

ormaments, she notes that a widower
resumed the “zaiety and amusement of
s bachelordays” alieramonthofmourn-
ing. A woman’s role was perceived as
being essentially domestie, She records
that she wok over the ¢doking from
servanis when her hushand™s business

ered. This willingness o iry wesiern
medicine, in the middle of the century
when 115 availability and accepiance
were limited, 1s significant.

Being an ardent admirer of British
monarchy, Jessawalla atinibutes all thal
she sees as progress 1o the “human

part in establishing the
Bombay Native Insurance
Company and Bombay
0il Press Company.
He had his steam-
ers plving between
Bombay and
Kathiawar.
Cowasjec appar-
ently  suffered
losses in 1879 and
Daosebai. who had
privie property of
her own, paid his
debts 1w the une
ol Rs10LKK). She
clanms that doing
this for hum gave her
“much satisfaction.”
She also states that she suc-
cesstully defended herselland
her hushand against “spurious claims”
in o court of law. She appears 10 have
been devoted 1o him, and on his death
the age of 80, declared. *To an Indian
wite. there is no greater bereavement
than losing her hushand.™

Inivially, Dosebaiand Cowasjee lived
in a joint family of 5010 60 members,
but under her influence he ook 1o "new
wavs” and set up a separate establish-
ment. Now she had her daughter trined
in dancing. Her husband encouraged
her 1o wavel outside Bombay. Her mar-
ried daughter vovaged 1o England with-
oul an escort and, on her return, wore i
western siyle riding dress w the band-
stand. This flouting of conventions
evoked critical comment, but with the
spread of “educauon” she observes that
Parsi-girls moved about freely,

Jessawalla makes specilic mention
of a “close friend™ called Kesarbai.
Kesarban is described as o progressive
Hindu.” She was the wile of Kalvandas
Manmohandas and seems 1o have lol-
lowed Jessawalla in adopting the use of
stockimgs and different types of orma-
ments and expressed her appreciation
ol the changes in Jessawalla’s family
through a small verse she composed.

Contemporary social practices among
Yarsis are seen as gender discriminatory
by Jessawalla. Thus wihile widows spent
their lives wearing black dresses and no

80 Fprsur
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influence™ of Queen Victor.
She believed that “equal dis-
iribution of justice and
prosperity” had re-
sulted from British
v rule. In the same
vein, she contends.,
“India boasts ol
many noble chiefs,
I doubt if one could
he found who
would bring order
oul of chaos as the
English do.” The
vear 18701s iermed
“memorable” be-
cause of the visit of
the Duke of Edinburgh,
when the Government re-
guested people to whitewash
theirhouses and observe “clean-

{osefar Jessawalla (right) and sem
Dyelehleeon (in poagree) with Mx B, Alilers
cinred hew elhvilelren in Bonn i [878

sullered o downswing during the share
erisis. On another occasion. when she
cooked Tor her husband’ s puests, Nowroji
Furdoongi, Dorabji Framji and others, Sir
Jamsetjee remarked that it pleased him
that so “refined”™ a person s Doscba
possessed the “sterling qualitics™ of a
“gapable housewile,.” The contemporary
male perception of an “cducated” woman
was one who |!u.\'..\'.l.:.~;:~'l;:l:i weslern man-
ners. and vet performed her homely tasks.

Critical of those who learnt English
andd om the sirength of that knowledge
1enored their houschold duties, disre-
garded religion, or the perlormance ol
rituals, Jessawalla was omraged thal
some even upheld Christiamity as the
“cmbodiment of wuth.” There is an
inevitable acceptance of certin prag-
tices. Thus her daughter had o spend 40
days “lving-in" afier her second baby,
s wiks the custom; even though she had
nol done likewise Tor her lrst child in
England. She also mentions the effects
of 11 claldbirths on her own Tealth
However, when Doschai and her brother
il been alfhicted by cholera as chil-
dren, therr mother had moved house o
the Fort area, where with the timely
treatment of a physician they recov-

liness” and princes and native chiels
came to Bombay to pay their “respects.”
The visit of the Prince of Wales in 1875
i hailed as ““an auspicious omen™ as il
provided Parsi women “a freedom un-
known before”™ with even widows com-
ing out and attending functions. Streets
and public gardens were repaired and
put in order. In the following year, she
attended the Delhi Darbar, where she
wars the only Parsi woman present, the
others being Zenana ladies “who were
sereencd from view.” She is aware ol
the famine of 1876, but sees the Darbar
as a means of providing employment 1o
the poor. The splendor and display of
wealth made her feel how “powerful
was the scepter” of Queen Victoria,
Socializing with Europeans was im-
portant 1o Jessawalla and she records
with pride the various receptions she
attended. Her regrer was that upper-class
Intlian women were devoid of interest
andd curiosity and reluctant to take what
she regarded as their “legitimate place”
at state ceremonies. At the same time. she
observes that Europeans made “incorreci
surmises” about India, their “supercil-
ious superionity” being “taken down a
peg” when they saw how Indians -
cepted western [acilities, European visi-
tors 1o her [riend Kesarbai's home were
amaeed at the comforts she had.
Deseriptions of Jessawalla’s exten-
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sive travels form a major part ol her
autobiography. Sheappears o have been
an indefatigable traveler. The first tnp
she records was 1o Mahableshwar, which
was i “heavenly retreat” and notes that
stuch “healthful™
not availed of, due o “ill
founded, dreadiul prejudice.™
She maintained that since
“<ieam had obliterated” the dif-
ficulty of travel, “a woman
should shake off the antiquarian
dreaed ol locomotion.” Her trip
1o Delhi in 1876 was by train,
via: Allahabad. She was im-
pressed by the large railway sta-
tion m Allahabad and visited
the Sangam and what she de-
seribes as the “sublerrancan cel-
Lar™ where Hindu rites and cer-
emonies were performed. Al
[elhi she mentions visiting
Jama Masjid and Chandni
Chowk, the lauer reminding her
ol Bhindi Bazaar or Parel Road
in Bombay. She is amused by
the speculation i Chandni
Chowk among the locals as 1o
whether she was a Chinese or an
Egyptian

Her visit to the Tag Mahal
evokes the comment that while
“the architecture of the British
rile was large and showy,” il
was “nothing approaching the
exquisite details and costly el-
ceance of the Taj.” Her ardent
pro British sentiments lead her 55
1o recard Lucknow as “a land- 8
miark of British heroism™ and 3
she 1= moved by her visit o the
Residency there. She ook a nde onan
clephiant in the howdah. creating s,
with passersby asking her to partake of
prann stgprard (betelnun), Benares, the “sa-
cred city of India,” disappointed her
with s “hilth and squalor™ everywhere.,
except in areas where European regi-
ments were lodged. At Caleutta, “ihe
city of palaces.” she attended a recep-
tion at Government House, where Lady
Strachey welcomed her as the first Parsi
lady o ever do so. On her way back 1o
Bombay, Jessawallastopped at Jabalpur
where she saw the Marble Rocks and
even visited a jml where the prisoners,
she noted. looked “Tar from discon-
tented.” Being a devout Parsi; she un-
dertook o trip o Navsari (o worship al
the lire-temple there.

lessawalla traveled 1o England’ in
1878 with her son. She points out that

resors were

B3 Farsand SulysAogurs! T

while her husband was encouraging.
her brother disapproved of her trip. On
board the 8. 5 Nizam she socialized
with her lellow passengers. She de-
seribes the slow progress of the steamer

Dasehai Sessawalla with graned-
deanghter £, R, Porell (standing) aned
eredal-gramndson

through the Suce Canal. They disem-
barked w Malia, where they saw Indian
forces mustered in large numbers. She
notes that the ship rounded the tp al
Gibraltar and reached Southampton al-
ter a 27-day journcy. Arriving in Lon-
don was the realization of “the greatest
anny ol Ber life.” She found that Jamsejee
Iejeebhoy was so well-known in Lon-
don thit she was identified as belonging
to his community, She was impressed
by the ralway network in the city and
the “majestic bridge™ over the niver
Thames. She mentions her visit 1o Ma-
dame Tussawd’s, the India Ofice Li-
brary, the Crystal Palace, with its col-
lection of roses. Hyde Park, Kensington

5

Gardens. the Tower of London. 5t
Paul's, Covent Garden Theatre, the
agquarium and the Polylechnic, where
she saw the telephone. At the House of
Commons, she was inspired by
Gladstone speaking against the
“Infamous” Press Act, and cham-
pioning the cause of India’s nights
and liberties. She notes. with in-
terest, that numerous saleswomen
and seamsiresses were employed
in London. She met Iriends hke
Framji Bamonji Cama whao had
established his business there,
Dr Rustamji Nusserwanji Khory,
whao was a doctor educated at the
Grant Medical College, Bombay
and Dr George Birdwood (cred-
ited with the eréation of Viclona
Gardens). who had been curator
at the Government Central Mu-
seum, Bombay, and secretary (o
the Agri-Horticultural Society of
Western India and was at the
time with the India Office.
Jessawalla also visited Brighton,
Her trip to England so over-
whelmed her that she declared
“England affords her people an
unceasing round of refinement
and legitimate pleasure, even
10th of which cannot be had in
India.”

Jessawalla and her son weni
to Paris next to see the exhibition
there. They visited the English,
Chinese and Indian stalls, exhib-
iting their products, arts and in-
dustrics. Jessawalla even man-
aged a balloon ride. Since she
wore her Parsi costume every-
where. she found herself photographed
in London, Paris and Bonn. They vis-
ited Switzerland, particularly Geneva,
with its “romantic mountain scenery,”
Passing through Parma, Bologna, and
Ravenna they arrived at Rome, where
they saw the Pantheon, the Colosseum
and St Peter’s Basilica. She even had an
audience with the Pope, Leo XII1L She
was exempled from the customary Kiss-
ing of the toe, as she regarded it “pollut-
ing” and was allowed to kiss his fingers
instead.

On her return (o India, Jessawalla
traveled o Rawalpindi and Kashmir,
which she terms the *Venice of India.’
She remarks that she found men to be
educated there but not women. Her next
trip was 1o South India in 1904, Al
Madras, she visited the General Hospi-
tal. which had the reputation of being
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the best hospital, with Tacilities foo
women and children. She describes
Pondicherry as “the relic of an unbuili
empire” and is amazed by the noiseless
traflic there. with no horse conveyance,
but only the ponsse (rickshaw), She
wenl up the Nilgiris o Ooty and was
impressed by the engineering skill tha
went into the construction of the rail-
way. The Todas, with their tall and
athletic looks, are compared 1o the Jews
Jessawalla’s next halt was Bangalore,
where she enjoved the green meadows
andl drive to the Cubbon Park, and then
on 1o Cenlightened”™ Mysore, She man-
aged o wip 1o the Kolar Gold Mines
where she saw the “processes” by which
gold was extracted.

Adter selling some of her property in
Bombay, T6-vear-old Jessawalla went
on a second visit o England i 1906,
She disembarked at Marseilles and tray-
cled 1o London by train. She stayed
England for three months. She particu-
larly mentions her mecting Dadabhi
Maorog. whom she had known simce
childhood. and remarks that she was
amazed by “the energy and enthusiasm
with which he worked for the good of
India.”

In 1907, Jessawalla went on a world
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tour with two of her sons. She waxes
cloquent about Bombay, as it appeared
from the ship, P & O's Delra, with its
“magnificent harbor, busy wharves” and
“amphitheater of distant hills,” a “truly
sublime spectacle.” This time, she trav-
eled east via Colombo which, she notes,
was famed for its cinnamon and cloves;
on o Penang, Singapore and Hong
Kong. Here they met leading Parsi mer-
chants, Sir Hormusji N. Mody and
Sorabji Dhunjibhoy Sethna. They then
visited Shanghai, “the Paris of the Far
East™ where they were surprised 1o find
a Parsi cemetery in “good order,” Their
next halt was Japan, described as ™a
perfect study in color and configura-
tion." They wemt via Kobe and

Yokohama to Tokyo. Though “a city of

temples,” Jessawalla notes that Tokyo
was modern with electric lighting and
tram lines. They then sailed for nine
days tll they reached Honolulu where
they saw collections of colored fishes.
On the voyage from Honolulu 10 San
Francisco, Jessawalla was photographed
and interviewed by the Press,

Al San Francisco, they found signs
ol the recent carthquake. Yet the view
from the hills, Jessawalla declares, was
beyond comparison with what they had
seen in Rome, Malta or Hong Kong.
They then proceeded to Chicago by
tram and went on o see the “awlul
majestic plunge” ol the Niagara Falls,
Their next stop was New York city,
where they found a4 number of estab-
lished Parsi firms viz. J. N. Tata,
Bhumgara and Company and Cowasji
Brothers. Jessawalla was struck by the
sympathy of the American people for
“all things Indian.” She makes discern-
ing comments about New York., The
city of four million “never knew the
darkness of sleep,” and concludes that
because people were always rushing
about and keeping late hours, they lived
short lives. She did the sights on “a
sightseeing tour™ in the company of a
Parsi who was an American citizen,
MNasserwanji Panthaky. Jessawalla cat-
egorizes New York's restauranis into
those forthe poor. where women served,
and those for the rich, where only men
waited ot tables,

Their laststop in America was Wash-
ington and the Jamestown exhibition in
Virginia, where the tercentenary of a
permanent English settlement was be-
ing celebrated. Bhumgara and Com-
pany had displayed ivories, tapestrics
and bronzes, the crowning exhibit be-

96 Parsang Jlh-August 1993

ing the reproduction of the historic
temple of Palitana, in teak.

Jessawalla and her party went on 1o
England where she was gratificd 1o
have been able 1o attend a 1alk on edu-
cation of Indian women bv N. G.

/' =

=
S

:_tj

e P -

Deverred conple:
Cowasfee and
Dasebai
Jessawalla

Welinkar. arctired
professor from
Wilson College,
Bombay. She was
i.l]h?l] I'!ll't}.‘\iﬂlll atl a
meeting presided
over by William
Wedderburn and
addressed by
speakers who be-
longed to the “lor-
ward school,”
with “sympathy™
for India. An in-
terviewer of the
Daily Mail nied 1o draw her into a

political discussion, but she declined 1o -

speak of anything but her travels. She
wasalsointerviewed by Ms AL A Smith,
editor of the Indian Magazine and Re-
view,

Being an ardent monarchist, the high-
light of her trip was her presentation
before King Edward VI and Queen
Alexandra, arranged through the good
olfices of Lord Ripon, “the most popu-
lar Viceroy India e¢ver had.” To
Jessawalla, the presentation was “a hall-

mark of social status and respectabil-
iy.” She gified the royal couple a cap
and dress trimmings, embroidered by
her in silver and gold lace and assured
the King that Parsis were happy “under
his benign rule.” Jessawalla also at-
tended the opening of the British Parlia-
ment, and claims to be the only Parsi
lady to have done so by 1908, At the
Tableau Vivant, organized in aid of the
India Famine Fund, she met Indian men
and women dressed in national dress,
and heard talks on Indian subjects, in
English, Jessawalla’s almost childlike
enthusiasm 1o try new things i1s appar-
ent in the fact that she became a motor-
istin England and had a car transported
to Bombay, through the offices of Tho-
mas Cook. Jessawalla left England in
1908 granficd by what she terms the
“entente cordiale” between different
COmmunites,

En route to India, Jessawallaand her
sons made a bricl halt at Marseilles
where they were impressed by the pan-
oramic view [rom
the Notre Dame de
laGarde. They also
went ashore at
Aden, where they
were entertained
by the family of
Cowasjee Dinshaw
and Brothers who
had areputation for
being “first and
[oremost™ i wel-
coming rovally,
viceroys and gov-
ernors. Jessawalla
records her joy at
returning home.
Subsequently she
offered prayers atl
all the fire-temples
in Bombay.

Jessawalla died
in 1911 and her
sons had the auto-
biography published. Her views had
obviously made an impression on them
for they note, in an epilogue, that when
the history of India would be written, it
would bear witness that progress in the
19th and 20th centuries owed as much
to her sons as to her daughiers.

Edited varsion of a paper by Dr Mndula
Ramanna published in the JoumalNo 61, 1997
ofthe K. R. Cama Oriental Institute. Or Ramanna
is the head of the department of history al the
SIES College, Bombay,
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

WE never tﬁkf our gMEStS aﬂd continued from page 54
e . H New Year,” he writes,
bmﬂﬂl tﬂk’lﬂg v1ews fﬂr g'rﬂﬂtﬂd Bella Tata, president of the Zoroas-

trian Society of British Columbia notes,
“Let us..get on with it, living life 1o the
fullest, 1ackling obstacles and changes,
and doing as much as we can in har-
mony with the message of Asho
Zarathushira.”

Says Khorshed Jungalwala, chair-
person of FEZANA (Federation of Zo-
roastrian Asso- " ;
cuations ol
s rlach
America) s
publications FHEEE
committee, [EIl
“The Pake-£E-
Mehr and the
FEZANA Jour- |
nal are sister |
Journals that
have brought Shalrvini: spreading

’ positive infor- (news and) knowledge
Lord S Centllal Hotel mation, knowl-

edge and news to the Zarathushti com-

Matheran 410102 munity. catering to readers in Farsi and
Matheran Telephone 021483-0228 Fax 021483-0595 English. (With) the diasporic maove-
Bombay telephone 3867776 ment of Zarathushiis into different parts

of the world... the news media can play

With Best Compliments From

DINSHAW SHAPOORJI
& COMPANY

414/3, Kasarwadi, Bombay-Poona Road
Fimpri, Pune 411034

Pimpri Phones 7124055, 7124373 Branch Office: 92C Mohamedali Road

Fax (020) 7124656 Mumbai 400003
Poona Phone 842052 Phone 3432497, 3423977, 3435392
Poona Grams “Truck™ Telex 011 76597 DSA IN

Bombay Grams “Motor Truck™

TRANSPORT CONTRACTORS
LUXURY COACH & STAFF BUS OPERATORS

98 Farzigna Jul-August 1999



From industry pioneer
to industry leader

COVERING
THE WORLD WITH
THE FINEST IN NON-FERROUS
METAL POWDERS

ACuPowder International 1/

901 Lehigh Avenue, Union, NJ, USA RN 1
Tel. (908) 851-4500. Fax (908) 851-4597 \---— /ACuPSwrder

E-MAIL: daver@acupowder.com
WEB: http://www.acupowder.com

ACuPowder Wishes

ZARATHUSTTS
A HAPPY & SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR

Dreaming the greatest dreams
Seeking the highest goals
and building the brightest tomorrows

|




YSTO 2005

We at Comart have a vision for Bombay, we believe in this city's future... that ’s
why we took the opportunily to digitally dream a little... Whatever your vision,
whatever your dreams, Comart offers a complele range of digital prepress
services and technical expertise. From the most demanding fine art
reproduction to the full range of ad agency excellence, you can count on us and
our over 60 years of experience to geliver you the best... in prepress and
beyond...

COMART

PREPRESS AND BEYOND

Comart Lithographers Lid
Mombyd 385 VS Marp. Prabhacevi Mombar 400 025

Tai' 431 1800 Fax- (022] 436 2647 E-mail: comart@plasbmi . veal nel i
Bangakrr 547 Konana Agratara, Mal Pest, Bangaiore S50 017

Tad: (B0 529 5222783 Faxc (B0) 520 3490




a criical role in giving news, comfort and guidance. The
advancement of technology and the freedom of press has
made it very easy for us to obtain and dispense information.
This advantage bas been used by the Pake-E-Mehr judi-
ciously and to the benefit of all.”

Three Prayers

A request from her son Rich for “a couple of prayers with
meanings,” has propelled Dina Mclntyre, Pennsylvania based
attorney and Gatha scholar, into publishing a 26-page hooklet
titlked Three Prayers and the Name of God. In it she has
meditated on the Ashem Volu, Yatha Ahu Vairye, Yenghe
Haataan and the name of Ahura Mazda.

An Introduction seeks to place these offerings, which she
deseribes as “manthras, little nuggets of wisdom with many
layers of meaning,” into a historical
context. Relerring to the loss of pre-
cious knowledge, Mclntyre lays the
blame on the marauding Greeks and

the reason may have been that with the
passing of time, the religion for many
“centuries was in the hands of souls
who were not enlightened, who made
political compromises, who wrned it
into a profit making institution, 1 ¢con-
trol mechanism, and who were not
able 1o grasp, and therefore maintain,
the pure, spiritual truths that Zara-

Melmvee: good
purpose and love

thushtra taught.™

She recalls Zarathushira's belief that prayers are always
answered if they have two ingredients — good purpose and
love. He says to God: *...For I know that words deriving from
good purpose and from love are not 1o be lelt wanting by you™™
(The Gathas, Y25.10).

In a covering letter Melntyre notes, “The conclusions 1
have come to are not in accord with Zoroastrian ideas of the
last few centuries. But I have 1o go where the evidence leads
me. [ cannot compromise with the truth as [ understand it (not
knowingly, anyway).”

Melntyre provides two meanings for the Ashem Vol At
the simplest level she says it “stands for the proposition that
truth 15 the best, that it is available to all who desire it and that
we should desire truth for truth’s own best sake... because it
15 the right thing to do.”

Atadeeper level she discusses the concept of Asha — “of
which ashem and ashai are grammatical variants.” Noting
that “there is no one English word which accurately encom-
passes the meaning of “Asha,’” Melntyre uses “truth” in
conjunction with its other “divine™ aspects: “what’s right,
goodness, compassion, loving kindness, generosity as well as
the laws that govern the spiritual and material worlds includ-
ing that perfect justice which sets in motion the law of
consequences.”

Concluding with a deeper understanding of the Ashem
Ve, MeIntyre defines Asha as the best good — “it is divine,
the way 1o divinity and the heaven of becoming one with the
divine” — which can be auained by all who desire it for its
own sake, without ulierior motives.

The Yarha Al Vairvo (or Aluna Vairva) has often been
described as a 1alisman capable of producing extraordinary
elfects, including the impotence of the evil spiril, according
to the post-Sasanian Bundahishn, notes Melntyre, defining
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the Yatha as the prayer of choices: the
first as that of the lord (ahu — in accord
with the truth, Asha); the second as the
Judgment that accords with the truth,
Asha: the third establishing the rule of
actions (khshathra) stemming from an
existence of good thinking for the sake
of the wise lord.

The first choice leads Melntyre into
an examination of the attributes of di-
vinity as embodied in the amesha spentas
in conirast to the pantheon of local gods
in Zarathushira's time. The second
choice is made with an understanding
of Asha — “goad thinking is the key 1o
accessing the divine. And Zarathushtra
requires that we think for ourselves —
not blindly accept what others may tell
us.” The importance of the third choice
— of action prompted by good thinking
— “is reflected in Zarathushira's view
of what it 1akes 1o be a saoshyant — a
savior or redeemer... According 1o
Zarathushtra each individual 15 a poten-
tial saoshyant... In other words, ‘ac-
tions in harmony with good thinking
and truth® bring the divine to life. not
only in our spirits, but also in our world
and so establish good rule (vohu
khshathra).” McIntyre siresses the “in-
extricably linked” material and spiri-

twal worlds as Zarathushira saw them,
the purpose of life being to realize the
divine in both worlds.

While one explanation of the Yenghe
Hesertaam prayer is thatit is addressed 1o
the amesha spentas, another tradition
refers to il as a statement that we revere
all good men and women whose daily
actions are known o God as prompied
by Asha, Quoting Chicago high pries
Kersey Antia, Mclntyre accepts that the
prayer is “deliberately ambiguous™ and
reconciles both aspects — revering the
divine in concept (amesha spenta) and
in being (those who have realized them)
and serving both with love.

Dissecting Ahura Magzda, Mclntyre
says .. being ahura and mazda means
to be enlightened onesell and also help
others 1o become enlightened. This cor-
roborates Zarathushira's idea that man
and God are part of the same whole.”
She acknowledees however that this s
not the conventional interpretation of
Ahura Maeda.

Before tailing of T with two pages of
quotations from the Getluay, Melntyre
introduces a poem ol hers — I Search
Of — which may perhaps be reminis-
cent of Suli verses:

Beloved,

1 search for Your Face.

In the moving lights and darks of earth
and space.

I search for Your Face.

I siretch my mind to grasp at the thought
of Thee,
Grasp, as You move and breathe in all
around me,
And find in my grasp,
Wisps of cternity... clusive...

In the silent rhapsody of the universe,
In tree, and sky, and star, and sand,
I feel your Hand.

In a loving heart,
In a truthiul mind,
In an act of grace,
[ see-Your Face.
Beloved.

Like the 12 essays on the Gathas by
different scholars that Dina and her late
husband Richard had published earlier,
Three Pravers and the Name of God is
offered free to anyone who would like a
copy. Write to Dina McIntyre at PO Box
461, Glenshaw, Pennsylvania 15116,
USA (e-mail: dinamci@aol.com)
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ETYMOLOGY

Hallowed be thy name

The terms Zarathushtra, Zarathushti Din and
Zarathushti should be standardized when referring to the Prophet,
his religion and its followers, avers the author

A variety of spellings and forms ol the
name of the Prophet, his religion and its
followers have been used on the e-mail
and in articles submitted 0 FEZANA
Jowrnal, the newsletter of the Federa-
tion ol Zoroastrian Associations of North
America. When Zarathushtis talk at in-
ter-faith seminars or to the local news-
papers, the same diverse forms and pro-
nunciation are noticed.

It would be desirable to have one

standard nomenclawure and one sian-
dard set of spellings for the name of the
Prophet, his religion and the followers
of the religion. This would:
*Eliminate any confusion in the minds
of the readers and listeners, especially
the younger Zarathushtis and the people
of other religions, who are not conver-
sant with the menial translation that
Zarathushti elders go through, when
they speak of Zoroastrianism as the re-
ligion of Zarathushira, 1o reconcile two
words with different roots.
*Give proper respect 1o the Prophet of
our ancient religion, which has aroused
considerable interest among the diverse
communities of the world.

The Prophet’s name has been spell
variously:

Zarathushtra has been used by vari-
ous scholars, leachers and authors of
religious books such as Dastur Khurshed
5. Dabu, Dastur (Dr) Framroze A. Bode,
Dr Pallan R. Ichaporia, Ervad Jal R.
Yimadalal, Framroze Rustomjee and
others.

Zarthusira, oceasionally preceded by
the honorary title *Asho’ was used by
FEZANA Journal (prior to 1997). It is
almost identical to the lirst form, bul
was adopted to simplify the spelling.

Zarthost or Jarthost (usually sullixed
by Saheb) is mostly used by Parsis in
India. This is obviously a shortened
form of the first usage with a slight
sloppiness of tongue in the variation
where the J is used insicad of the Z. This
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Jamshed R. Udvadia

particular substitution is noticed in other
names like Jarine instead ol Zarine, Jal
instead of Zal, ete.

Lardusht, the form in use by some
[ranian Zarathushtis, might be traced 1o
the Shah Nameh. The author, Firdowsi,
compiled his information lrom various
poets and authors who had written about
Persian history before his birth. It looks
like a contraction of the first form with
the simplification of the middle *th” by
the *d’ sound.

Zoroaster is used mainly by weslern
authors and others with a wesiern edu-
cation. While the first four forms are
related to each other, the last form,
Zoroaster shows a considerable depar-
ture from them, Dastur Dabu explains
that the three Avesian syllables Zara-
thush-stra meant golden shining star
and that the Greeks simplified the name
by dropping the middle syllable and
translating the rest, which through fur-
ther tramslation by weslern authors be-
came Zoroaster (golden or shining star).

Some Zarathushtis prefer the form
Zoroaster, because of the claim of some
non-Zarathushti scholars, that ‘ushira’
is related 1o

e

‘ushtor’ which ZARDULT
; S //z;.ﬂnnﬁu'l
means ‘camel’ in ZARATHOST

Dari, a currenl
language of Iran.
Hence the mean-
ing ‘owner of old
camels,” attached
1o the name Zara-
thushtra, seems
pecjorative Lo
them. Dr Sim-
mons adds than the
Greeks had no
knowledge of
Avestan deriva-
tion and tried 1o
make sense of the
name by calling it
*shining star’ or

Zoro-aster, However Dr Pallan Ichaporia
says: “The above ctymology from Dari
is like putting the cart before the horse.
Dari is a very late development — at
least 3,000 years after the Gathic Avesta
where we find the name of our Prophet
as Zarathushira.”

What's in a name? Some would ar-
gue that “there is nothing inherently
sacred in a name which exists primarily
for the convenience of reference.” This
school of thought generally relies on
the line made famous by Shakespearc:
*That which we call a rose by any other
name would smell as sweet.”

While the rose would “smell as sweet™
even il one called it by another name like
dahlia or pansy, it would be impossible
for the listener 1o understand that what
the speaker really meant was a rose.

Each person’s name is important 1o
him. This is more true when we talk
about an important historical person;
even more true when we talk aboul a
Prophet who has founded a religion that
has been followed for over 3,000 years,

Chuck is a short form of Charles, but
no one would address Prince Charles of
England as Prince
Chuckas it would
show alack of re-
spect. This is
meant to answer
those who might
iry to use Zar-
thustra, Zarthost
or Zardushit.

There are
those who allow
the weslerners o
change their ori-
ginal name 1o a
westernized
form, forexample
Jim instead of
Jamshed, Phil in-

continied on

page 112
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RELIGION

Lonavla’s legacy

The Bai Jerbai Cowasjee Dinshaw Daremeher in Lonavla has fortified
the faith of residents and visitors over 100 years

A bright blue Kinghsher flitted among
the foliage of the Rye Woods near the
agiary as a breeze walled the fragrance
of sukhad and loban through the serene
surroundings of the Bai Jerbai Cowasjee
Dinshaw Daremeher { Adenwallaagiary)
in Lonavia, Above the eight Muted col-
umns of the fire-temple stwood its em-
blem of a rising sun. as the brilliant
sunshine of a May morning cast speck-
les of light and shadow through the
green canopy in the compound.

The agiary was consecrated 100 years

ago on June 3, 1899, when the hills of

Lonavla were alive, not with burgeon-
ing bungalows, but with bird song and
tigers roaming in the gloaming!
Leading the seven mobeds in the
Jashan on May 10, 1999 10 mark the

Hilla P. Guzder

centenary was Sardar Dastur Hormaedar
Dastur, high priest of the Decean whao
had come from Poona's Sardar Sorabji
Ratangi Patel Dar-¢-Meher. Acongrega-
tion of devotees from Bombay, Poona
as well as local residents wove their way
in and out of the packed hall offering
sandalwood 1o the two lires housed
within ils precinets — the onginal fire
l._'l.!ll't}i{'l,'l'.illl.'i,l H L'l:nllil'}' .'l;{" ."IHI.! AN even
older (1 1o-year-old) fire broughtin 1976
from the Adenwalla agiary in Aden,
South Yemen.

Addressing a large gathering in the
shade of a shamiana in the compound,
Cowasjee Nusserwanji Dinshaw, the
chairman of the agiary trust, narrated
how his great-grandfather Cowasjec
Dinshaw Adenwalla (the agiary’s

founder) was in two minds as to how 1o
commemorate his wife Jerban's death—
should a fire-temple be built in her
memory or a dokhma? “People come
crying to a dokhma,” he said, whercas
anagiary is used for weddings, navjotes,
ete, when people come smiling. And so
anagiary it was. Describing some of the
trials and tribulations the trust has faced
through the years. Dinshaw described
how the government had sought to req-
uisition some of the land 1o broaden the
road which would then have touched the
agiary steps, Thanking Dr Mehroo
Bengalee, who was a member of the
Minorities Commission at that time and

Dinshaw adddressing the gathering
Phata: Homyar Misiry, Homaz Prinis
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The agiary was consecrated on
June 3, 1899, when the hills of Lonavia
were alive, not with burgeoning

bungalows, but with bird song and tigers
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Alongside; Portrails
of the founder
Cowasjee Dinshaw
Adenwalle (far left )
and his wife Bar
Jerbai (Photo: Homyar
Mistry, Homz Prints) cined
the jashan in

progresy Photo: Hila

Below: The
feineler's grand-
daughter the lare
Jerbal Savakshaw
Dinshaw Ademvalla
whose lareesse

benefirted the aeiary

LU

From left: Guzder (top): Dinshaw (below); the Daremeher (center) and
Dinshaw garfanding Sardar Dastur Photos: Homyar Mistry, Homz Prints




Befow: Gatla
Alongside (1 to r):
Lifaowala, Bengalee,
Khodaparast Dinshaw,
Crezeler and Dinslcow,
with Shroff (in pugree)

£l rear Photos: Homyar
Mesiry, Homz Prints

who was. present at the function.
Dinshaw stated that it was due 1o her
letters and personal representations that
“this land has been saved.” The dokhima
lands (near the Don Boseo School on
the way to Tungarli), originally con-
sisting of 1. 40,000 sq vards had also
been encroached upon. “Encroachment
15 Very common in Lonavla,” asserted
Dinshaw, “and it is very difficult o gl
anyone out.” The trustees were advised
1o Keep 40,0000 sq yards for the dokhma
and’ sell the rest of the property for
building bungalows for Parsis. The char-
iy commissioner refused permission
for an all-Parsi colony. so the land was
divided into 57 plots and auctoned,
with the dokhma trust retaning a lew
plots and a number of Parsis buying the
others, related Dinshaw, thanking
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) trusice
Dinshaw Mehta for his guidance and
assistance in this matter. The new ma-
tional highway linking Bombay 1o Poona
will touch the dokhma boundary, he
informed the gathering

Recalling the dedicated services ol
Ervad Savaksha Fatakia as the aglary s
panthaky for 57 years. Dinshaw stated
that so pious a man was Fatakia (and
extremely stricttowards any lacies seck-
g toenter the agiary in shorts or mini-
skirts') that he would offer four days’

Middle: Entrance hall of the agian
Photo: Hilta Guzdar

Afongside: Variave (second from
vight in foregrownd) inaugurating the
foatnirearin Photo: Homyar Mistry, Homz Prints
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kriya at his own cost for any Zoroastri-
ans who had met an unfortunate end on
Duke's Nose, the national highway,
etc. The present mobed, Ervad Marzban
Gonda who has been with the agiary for
three years, ‘sings’ the prayers, declared
Dinshaw, and he was happy to note that
many visitors 1o Lonavla came to the
agiary attracted by his style of praying.

Dinshaw also thanked Jamshed
Guzder, BPP chairman, fordriving down
1o Lonavla despite the fact that he had
not been well earlier. The Guzder and
Adenwalla families have along associa-
tion, he said, expressing ;mpl't:i:l!iun
also for the cheque of Rs 10 lakhs re-
ceived from the Jerbai Savakshaw
Dinshaw Adenwalla Trust, (formed
from her estate) of which Guzder is a
trustee. Congratulating Justice Sam
Variava, who had come especially for
the function from Bombay. on his ¢l-
evation as chiel justice of the Delhi
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Fatakia would offer four days’ kriya at his own cost
for any Zoroastrians who had met an unfortunate end
on Duke’s Nose, the national highway, etc.

High Court, Dinshaw -2
opined that he “was proud
aned happy but somy Lo
sce him leave Bombay.”

“Paak parvardégarno
freath aprd. ke per ché
iGod's blessings are on
our community),” de-
clared Guzder as he in-
formed the assembly that
UNESCO (United Na-
tions Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organi-
cation ) had decided 1o ex-
tend support for the pres-
ervation of Zoroasirian
culture and religion.
*Parsis must respond,” as-
serted Guader, “by donaung 1o this
cause oo™ and suggested that a fund be

started with even small contrbutions ol

R 50-REs 100 from the public.

Chiding the commumily [or ¢on-
stantly saying that there is “maara-
mraiart” (infighting ) among the BPP trusi-
ces, Guzder emphasized that all the
trustees worked 1noa spirit of coopera-
tom and differing opinions could never
b termed “madarea-maari.”

In a hard-hitting. preparcd speech,
Bengalee, ex vicechancellor of Bombay
University and former BPP irustee,
Launched abroadside against those “who
treatreligionas amatlerof convenienee.™
The communily possesses certain al-
tributes and qualitics like honesty, in-
tegrity, nobility, charity, enterprise and
humor, she said, and it 15 a sin o de-
stroy these by mixing the seed. The
children of a Parsi father and non-Parsi
maother should never be accepled.” A
greater sin, she maintained, is commit-
ted by Parsi women married 1o non-
Parsis. “We as a communily have lailed
o excommunicate mobeds who per-
lorm such marriages.” she specilied.
“Even UNESCO is trying 10 preserve
the purity of our race and religion. We
need 1o form a brigade of like-minded,
sparited Zoroastrians 1o backirack on the
steps ol the reformisis, 1o preserve the
purily,” she said.

Lamenting that large Zoroastrian
lunds are often given to cosmopolilan
charitics, Bengalee stated that there are
wealthy Zoroastrians who can contrib-
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Enjoyving the repast Pheto: Hilla Guzdar

ute lakhs. il not crores, to the poor and
needy. “But I'm afraid we have scared
them away and lost their trust, Our fire-
temples are starved of funds, yet 1,001
Parsi endowments and charity trusis have
in the past become redundant.” Bengalee
appealed 1o Variava and other legal lu-
minaries 1o “help get back™ the trust
{unds lor the benefit of the community.
The recent {requent murders of elderly
Parsis living alone in Bombay do not
seem 1o have shaken the community, be-
licved Bengalee. “The Christians and
Muslims are so well-knit as acommunity
that they can bring the entire country
upside down, butthe Parsis have raised no
hue and crv.” Build strong family bonds,
she advised, hold back married children
to stay under one roof with their elders for
“physical, social and emotional support.”
Channelize the carcer patterns of Parsi
youthand involvethemindefinite schemes
of apprenticeship and understudy in suc-
cesslul Zoroastrian enterprises for all 365
days of he year, she counselled, as the
“bestindustries are still in the community.
In every licld we are second to none.”
Elaborating on the significance of
the consecrated fire, journalist Ruby
Lilaowala termed the lire of Ahura
Mazda “the greatest of all yazads.” The
sun is the symbol of heavenly light in a
man's soul, she averred, and prayers
like the ijashne and vendidad, through
heat, light and sound vibrations, trans-
form physical energy into cosmic en-

ergy. which is sirength-
ened also during the boi
ceremony five limes aday.
Praying the ArashNyaish,
she believed. “cleans the
inner soul.” If suffering
from mental torment or de-
pression, “'sit in tranguil-
ity in frontof aconsecrated
fire, it will do far more
good than many avisittoa
psychiatrist.”

As their gift to the fire-
temple on its cenlenary,
the 12 members of the
committee of the Lonavla
Anjuman contributed o
renovating the fountain in
front of the agiary steps. “We have
brought ava ardavisur banoo in front of
the fire,” stated secretary Darius Gotla.
Shawls and flowers were presented o
numerous individuals, both local and
from Bombay and Poona, who had
helped the agiary in various ways. The
proceedings were enlivened with BPP
trustee Rustom Tirandaz removing the
shawl from across his shoulders and
exhorting Dinshaw’s eldest son Anoo-
shihravan to approach the dais: “1 do not
feel cold in Bombay. but [ am not given
1o returning things which are given with
affection, ['want 1o put the shawl around
the shoulders of the coming generation,
so drop everything and come here be-
fore I change my mind! Your greal-
great-grandlather built the agiary and |
charge you with the responsibility that
as long as you are alive, you will con-
tinue 1o walk in the strong footsteps (of
your forefathers).”

Hosting the invitees 10 a sumpluous
lunch, Dinshaw, his wife Khodaparast
{whois also atrusiee of the agiary, along
with solicitor Jimmy Shroff) and chil-
dren Anooshihravan, Freny and Saroosh
mingled with the guests, ministering 1o
their carthly comforts with bottles of
mineral water thoughtfully provided, as
well as stronger spirits donated by Lon-
don Pilsner and Perzon Zend of Peckay
Wines. The evening function saw a larger
attendance with permanent Lonavlaresi-
dents and bungalow owners fraterniz-
ing over dinner. “There are almost 100
Parsi bungalow/fapariment owners in




Lonavla,” estimales anjuman vice presi-
dent Maneck Shroff as wife Rashida
adds: “We are about 28 familics living
here permanently. Ofthe approximately
100} individuals, most are old, there are
very lew young people and even lewer
children. We do get together every year
1o celebrate the agiary”s salgreh.”

Over the past five lo seven years,
Rusi Cama, Shera Jussawalla, Percy
Master, Sam Choksi and others have
plaved a major part in maintaining the
agiary, acknowledges Dinshaw. The old
Adenwalla bungalow, Jer Lodge, now
in a perilous state, and the agiary were
originally part of the same complex
which extended over 12-13 acres, he
reminisces. The road bridge, which has
separated the bungalow from the agrary,
was built on land surrendered by the
Adenwallas. “Iremember that vears ago
our bungalow had no clectric lights,
only lamps, though the other bungalows
in Lonavia did have electricity. But that
is the way my grandiather Sir Hormusjee
Cowasjee Dinshaw (whose statue stands
nextto Bombay's Bhikha Behram Well)
wanted it It was grandfather who had
the old tank (on which stands the present
Shivaji park near the agiary ) Tilled up as
it was a breeding ground for malarial
mosquitees.” Out on an evening walk
one evening, Dinshaw narrates. his
grandlather asked the accompanying
ladies of his family to quicken their
steps Lo return to the safety of the bunga-
low as dusk approached. The ladies paid
noheed, Gl aglimpse of astriped, furry
form across the path ahead added wings
1o their feet!

The original firm of Cowasjee
Dinshaw and Brothers, shipbuilders, was
founded in Aden in 1850 when Aden
wis a prosperous port, strategically situ-
ated on the sea route between East and
West, When the dar-c-meher built in
memory of Merwanji Kharegat, possi-
bly the first Parsi o stake his claim in
the Arabian Sea port, nceded repairs,
Cowasjee decided to build a new lire-
temple which was conscerated on Sep-
tember 20, 1854 (see “The Flight of the
Fire.” Parsiana, December " 76-January
*T7). In 1883, the Adenwalla Family
conseerayted an adarian grade fire in the
township. Their “generosity and char-
ity... even went 1o the extent of building
amosque in Aden for the use of the local
Mohammedan population which was
known as Cowasji Masjid.” stales an
article penned by Rustom K. Anklesaria
ina booklet which describes the Lonavla
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agiary and the Aden fire’s journey lo
India and enthronement therein,

Alter the departure of the British in
1967, South Yemen turned communist,
rapidly losing its premier posilion as a
trading center. The Parsis. at one time
numbering over 100K, exited the erst-

.1

The Aden fire arriving in Bombay
Phola counasy: Forward Studio

while British colony, moving 1o UK,
Canada or India. The dokhma, agiary
and their funds became “nationalized
state properties.” It was decided in the
19705 that the fire be brought back to
India. “The buildings all around had
been bombarded, but the adarian was
untouched.” explained Dinshaw. But
the president of Yemen refused permis-
sion 1o shift the fire. An approach was
made to Queen Elizabeth and the World
Bank for assistance inthe matter. but the
efforts bore no fruit. [twas Maharashira’s
strongman Y. B. Chavan, then foreign
minister of India, who finally prevailed
upon the Yemen president at a Non-
Aligned Conference to accede to the
request, aided by pressure from Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. The condition,
however, was that the fire could be
shifted only at midnight. Anunexpected
problem arose when the Aden police
commissioner, a Muslim, decided he
would personally inspect the metallic
box that was 10 hold the urn, lest it be
used for smuggling! “This would have
been sacrilege as the holy fire cannot be
seteyes upon by any non-Zoroastrians,”
states the booklet. A midnight knock on
the agiary door brought, however, not

the police commissioner bul a messen-
zer who informed the Parsis inside that
there would be no inspection as the
commissioner had died!

Under motorcycle escort, the fire
was moved in the still of the night to Air
India’s special Boeing 707, Lhoise,
manned by an all-Parsi crew. It landed
at the VIP section of the tarmac in
Bombay, according to Dinshaw, with
the president and prime minister of In-
dia sending flowers and greetings! It
traveled by special bus from Bombay 1o
Lonavla under police escort, with the
ghats closed to all traffic except the
cavalcade of cight buses and 70 cars!
The Aden fire was ceremoniously in-
stalled on roz Behram, mah Khordad,
YZ 1346 (November 14, '76) in the
specially constructed sanclum san-
ctorum by the side of the existing fire,
details the booklet.

A plague fixed in the entrance hall
informs devotees that the agiary had been
opened for use on roz Govad, mah Adar,
Y7 1268 (AD 1899). Nearly 700 Zoroas-
trians are said 1o have attended the con-
sccration  performed by  Dastur
Kaikhushro Jamaspji JamaspAsana,
Poona’s deputy Dastur Kekobad Adar-
bad, Kadmi Dastur Khurshedji Bejonji
and others. “The rest houses, hotels and
sanatoriain this small village were packed
with Zoroastrians,” narrates the booklet,
Two large mandaps were put up, one for
the ladies, the other for the gents, with the
ladies outnumbering the latter!

The contract for consiruction was
awarded to Pirojshaw Dhunjibhoy Patel
under the supervision of an architect
from Bombay, Dinshaw Dorabj Mistry.
Built of Porbandar stone, with marble
on the steps and beautiful Minton tiles
inside. the agiary has the priests’ quar-
ters alongside. The founder. it is said.
spent nearly Rs 30,000 on its construc-
tion and Khan Bahadur M. C. Murzban
presented an address inasilver casket 1o
Dinshaw, stating that the permancnt
Zoroastrian population of Khandala and
Lonavlawas 100 persons, with the num-
ber enhianced 10-fold during the scason
and in building a fire-temple Cowasjee
Dinshaw Adenwalla had fulfilled a
much-felt need.

“This agiary is aunique privilege we
have in our family and T hope it will
continue forever,” asserts Dinshaw, re-
inforcing fellow trustee Shroff's proph-
ccy made at the start of the celebration:
“We will be here on this dferti (earth)
1,300 years later.”
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HALLOWED BE THY NAME
continued from page [02h

stead of Phiroze. This resulis in aloss of
identity and is possibly done 1o gain
some lemporary advantage with the
westerners. Sometimes it may be due to
ameniallaziness which
prefers to permit the
change in their name,
rather than make the
effort o correct and
educate. There are oth-
ers who steadlastly
refuse 1o do that be-
cause they are proud of
their identity as Zara-
thushtis. They have no
difficulty in gettng the westerners Lo
spell and pronounce their names as they
should be.

Some Parsis who use Zarathushira
when speaking in Gujarati switch o
Zoroaster in English in the mistaken
belief that that is the English translation
ol Zarathushira. As we all know a proper
noun such as a name cannot be trans-
Lated.

The rules of clymology and semantic
derivation require that words related to
the original word keep the same root and
build upon it, to show the relationship.
The words Zarathushtt Din and Zara-
thushii designating the religion of Zara-
thushtra and its followers would satisfy
the above rule.

While Zarathushtra is the authentic
name of the Prophet, there are some who
adviocate that we should retain Zoroas-
trianism and Zoroastrian. This was sug-
eested in the interest of being under-
stood by the western world which is
more familiar with those forms. [t does
not take long for people o adapt to a
dilferem form or even atotally different
name. lorexample. everyone hasadapied
o Sri Lanka which was known as Ceylon
a few years ago; and Beijing (Peking),
Malawi (Nyasaland) and several others.

Anotherconsideration agaunst the term
Zoroastrianism is the meaning of the sul-
fix *-ism." The American Heritage Dic-
tienary gives this meaning among others:
“a distinctive docinne, system or theory
— generally used disparagingly.™ ltshould
be noted that the n:||xp.img||‘|i_ use is only
as applicd todocirines and not Lo praclices
or actions like patriotism, herosm, ete, I
is of interest o note that all religions are
refemed 1o as “-isms’ in the English lan-
euage, excepl Christianity (and Islam-
Ed) — which may be a point to ponder.

Some scholars pointed out that the

Some Parsis who
use Zarathushtra . name of our
when speaking
in Gujarati switch
to Zoroaster
in English

authentic name of Jesus is Yeshua, but
since all English language Bibles and
other literature refer o him as Jesus,
there would be tremendous resistance
now to the idea of reverting to the
original form of the name. Let us not fall
intothe same errorand
allow the westerners
to change the authen-

Prophet, his religion
or its followers. Let
us exert a little effort
1o educate western
sociely, instead of fall-
ing in step with them,
using the argument:
“Zoroaster and its derivative forms are
more recognizable in the West.™

The time to do that i1s now, when the
name is little known outside Zarathushu
society. The adoption of these standards
by FEZANA Journal now could be the
first step to achieving this goal.

All change has always been started
by a few far-sighted individuals and the
rest of society has followed in time.
That was how the US conslitution was
adopted by the representatives of 13
states at the start, who then convinced
the people of their state to aceept it and
later the people of other states followed
one by one.

It is suggested that for all the reasons
given above, we should adopt Zara-
thushira, Zarathushti Din and Zara-
thushii as the standard forms and spell-
ings henceforth. The effort needed to
standardize these names would certainly
be much less than that needed for the
adoption of the US constitution. Let us
all make a decision now and stand by it

(The proposals in this paper were
accepied by the Federation of Zoroas-
trian Associations of North America at
its 1997 annual general meeting.)

Jamshed R. Udvadia retired from the Michi-
gan Civil Service as a compuler program-
ming supanvisor. For three
years his commentaries on
community matters were
broadcast ovar WHAR
(Michigan State Univarsity
Radio). He staried the
Zarathushti Din classes for
e Michigan Zarathushtis in
1985 and continues 1o be a guest leacher
thara.

Edited and reprinted with pammission from
FEZANA Journal, Spring 1593,
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THE FEDERATION SALUTES SAM

continued from page 70

Davierwalla, president of the BPP's Sanjan Stambh subcom-
miltee, in order to make it a prestigious community memorial.
He reported that the fence there is frequently breached by the
local people and that another well or boring is required 1o
augment its waler supply for gardening purposes. While
Guzder spontancously offered financial support up to a lakh of
rupees, Tamboly, knowledgeable about boring costs in Gujarat,
noted that the project would probably cost Rs 70,000 to 75.000
at the rate of Rs 120 per foot. He also suggested that the best
time to work on it is during April-May when the water table is
al its lowest, otherwise a transient water level would be
reached which would recede in the summer months. Accord-
ing to Palsetia, there is no municipal pipeline in the village.
Gandhi would like to see the Stambh maintained in proper
style with the necessary securily arrangements,

The North American Zoroasirians would like to see Udvada
develop on the lines of Jerusalem as an international center
where we can establish a library and other facilities for the
world community, said Rivetna, Guader referred to a large plot
and two enormous bungalows on the seaside bequeathed to the
Kasturba Sev Ashram Trust by the late Mithuben Peut. “Can
the BPP or the Federation do something to preserve them?” he
asked.

Providing information on the work of the Save Udvada
Committee (SUC). Modi informed the gathering that after the
demise of Homi Taleyarkhan, Temas Pundol was the chairman
of the Commitice with Bejon Baldavala as co-chairman and
treasurer. Meher Master-Moos continucs as secretary. The
olfshore marine wall has been completed with the stones now
embedded in sandbanks, noted Modi. “The sea is playing with
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Surat: Near Suraj Talkies, Falsa Wadi, Begam Pura, Tel: 435428-435712
Delivery Godown: Ring Road, Near Surat Textile Market, Tel: 621774
UNN: Tel: (0261) 872807 Delivery Godown
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us. We find a different topography each
time.” she added. The scheme to plant
specilic species of plants so that their
rools may provide a bonding lor the
sand has not succeeded because people
steal them, said Maodi.

Drara Irani, vice president of the PPP
had deseribed the marine work as
“shabby.” “Stones have been laid but
the waler 15 crossing the stones and
remaining there,” he averred. Besides
villagers are 1aking away sand 10 build
their own homes and the beach is very
dirty. Observer Mahrukh Noble en-
dorsed Irani's statement. In her estima-

non about 35 bullock-cans’ load of

sand is removed daily. “When [ tried to
question the bullock-carts” (authority
1 Il the sand) they asked. “Telumara
bewennn cfré ké (1s 1t your Fher’s prop-
erty)? " noted Irani.

Maodi recalled that the SUC was
formed 1o contain the sea crosion al
Udvada and admined that initially the
guality of the material used had been
Found 1o be substandard. However the
construction of the underwater marine
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will was the only viable solution reached
alter alot ol tnal and error, The concept
of transporting sand from other places
along the coast was abandoned as o
costly. She noted that the SUC had tried
in vain o get the local people’s support.

Though the Gujarat Government had

given a lair amount of funds, even

Taleyarkhan was unable (0 secure s

administrative help, she saud inresponse
o an:inquiry by Eruch Irani.

Rustomji suggested that the SUC
apply 1o the Central Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests and the Central
Pollution Control Board to put an end 1o
the sand piracy, asking for a copy of the
letter o enable him W pursue the matter
in Delhi. He also recommended that the
SUC involve the local NGOs on their
side. Pervez Irani suggested that the
SUC oflicehearers, as citizens of India,
make a formal complaint to the local

authority. Gandhn advised Modi to in-

vite Dara Irani, Pervez Irani and Noble
1o the next meeting of the SUC.
Alarmed an the possible subsoil deg-
radation Dastur advocated the drawing
up of a contingency plan to shifi
Iranshah. To ensure that the Nire be sale
frevm acrial attack he further noted thin
it not be brought 1o Bombay. Modi
however noted that at this point in time

there is no threat to the Iranshah.

Chief Justice Variava

Bombay High Court judge Variava and
his wife Dilnavaz were the honored
guests al the dinner traditionally hosted
al the Ripon Club by the BPP trustees al
the end of the lirst day’s conferencing.
Variava has been appointed chief jus-
tice of the Delhi High Court. Also in-
vited on the occasion was Air Vice Mar-
shal Manek Madon with his wife Yasmin
and son Kaizad. The Madons are cur-
rently posted in Allahabad but were
briefly in Bombay.

In the course of his welcome address
Gueder fondly hoped that Variava's ca-
reer will take him to the apex of India’s
Judiciary. Engineer who has known
Variava as counsel and as judge re-
marked on his friendliness and infor-
mality. Variava, who constituted the
commission investigating the economic
misadventures of “Big Bull” Harshad
Mechia, had earned the sobriquet “Scam
Sam™ among his friends on the bar.

Modestly disclaiming the accolades,
Variava hoped more community youth
would go into business or the profes-
sions than into service. “IU's only by
taking risks and succeeding that people
shine,” he commented acknowledging
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Dilnavaz’s support in his own career.

Individual anjumans

The woes of the Allahabad Parsee Zoroastrian Anjuman seem
almost quintessential to the community in the mofussil. Now
reduced to aboul 28 in number, the majonity over 60 years of
age. the Allahabad Zarathushtis spend about Rs 10,000 annu-
ally on repairing and maintaining their aramgah boundary
walls against encroachers as noted Dandiwalla, Their re-
peated representations to government bodies has evoked the
usual response — the encroachment is outside the aramgah
itsell, “But encroachments require boundary walls to be
repaired every year. We have a limited corpus — only three-
and-a-half lakh rupees,” said Dandiwalla, adding that the
ashes of the former prime minister Indira Gandhi’s husband
Firoze Gandhi also lie there,

The Allahabad dar-c-mehr belongs to the private trust of
the Gandhy Family butits managing trustee Dossabha Gandhy
is currently battling cancer. An old paramobed from Calicut
who was looking afier the fire has been operated for hernia
and the Gandhy brothers are looking after the lire as of now,
informed Dandiwalla. A huge property donated by Keki
Gandhy 1o the Surat Parsi Panchayat’s (SPP) Nariman Home
and Infirmary was sold last April and the SPP donated Rs
2.000 from the proceeds to the Allahabad mobed fund. The
Universal Healing Centre operated by Shernaz and Rustom
Gandhi, provides pranik and reiki healing., Currently the
posting ol Air Vice Marshal Madon and his wife Yasmin in
Allahabad has infused some enthusiasm in the community.

Diespite their advanced years and medical problems,
Dandiwalla and his wife Shirin hold an almost * 100 percent
record of Federation attendance,” as noted Keki Gandhi,
saluting their dedication,
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The DPA will be 75 years old next
January and planning a three-day cel-
ebration which will focus on an educa-
tion program aimed to inculcate in the

other communities an appreciation of

the Parsi role in national life, informed
Rustomji; Al a recenl seminar orga-
nized by the World Wide Fund lor
Nature the Zopoasirian communily re-
ceived equal attention with other com-
munitics “hecause we consume a large
amount ol sandalwood and bawal
woinl,”

Two new members — one of them a
vouth — have been inducted among the
ollicebearers of the Borivli and Subur-
ban Zoroastrian Association alter their

Jast elections which are
held every three years,
as noted s secretary
Khurshed Pastakia.
Other acuvities included
an overnight excursion
1o Udvada and amoonlit
cruise as well as the fe-
licitation of two Parsi
crickel umpires alter the
Dae mafr jashan, he
added. The Borivhi
Zarathushtis are working on their project
to create a community hall and address-
ing the problems of inance.

The Thana Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman
has been facing the uphill task of re-
gaining 1s 3,000 sq (U property in
Thana's central business district which
has been allegedly encroached upon by
ShivSena’s Anand Dighe, alocal shakha
pramukh. The property, allowed for use
o an indigent Zoroastrian on humani-
tarian grounds had been passed on 1o a
non-Parsi. On paper the properly re-
verted o the Thana Anjuman when 1t
won the court case in the carly 1980s
but physically it never regained control
as the defendant arranged for Dighe 1o
infiltrate 11, Thana president Rustom

Cursetji who provided the 25-year back-
ground reported that legal and personal
persuasion had failed. Now there was
unauthorized construction on the prop-
erty and they received no proper hear-
ing in the Thana court. Cursetji sought
the Federation's intervention either as
co-petitioner or by way of filing a peti-
tion against the Thana Anjuman “for
not looking after the property. The mat-
ter needs to get the immediate attention
of the High Court.”

While Keki Gandhi said the Federa-
tion was preparcd to help and awaited
the moves of the Thana Anjuman, En-
gineer suggesied that along with the
approach to the High Court — which
may refuse to entertain the issue as
heing oo delayed — the Thana Anju-
man make a representation 1o Shiv Sena
supremo Bal Thackeray.

Their Stree Mandal has completed its
round of celebrations to mark its golden
jubilee, informed Jamshedpur’s Surii.,
The high point was the “Changing fash-
ions of the Parsi communily” wherein
the models ranged from under six o
over 60. In the course of the year the
Bag-c-Jamshed, the pre-primary cos-
mopolitan school run by the Stree



We'll use every inch of your
office space to give you more room.

Della Teenica provides solutions for every workplace, no matter how large or small. Cur
wide range of work desks, full and half height screens, front and back runners, storage
units, conference and meeting tables are crafied and finished using top
quality materialsand only the finest veneers. Fully integrated and flexible, they can be adapred

to suit any office environment.

Dello

OFFICE SYSTEMS PRIVATE LIMITED

BEGISTEREROFRICE: RATIVILLA, MOTIBAISTREET, OPP. BHATIAHOSPITAL, TARDED MUMBAL- 00007, TEL:91-22-388T411/12/13 FAX:91-22-387 9822 EMAIL JRD@GIASEM01. VINL NET.IN
DEBAI : SAHER FURNITURE L.L.C., 5-4, AL-SHARIFI CENTRE, OPP. GPD KARAMA, DUBAI-UAE TEL : 005714-359982. FAX : 003714350955 MAMAN FACTORY : PLANT NO. 23, SOMNATH
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, KACHIGAM ROAD, DASHEL. DAMAN - 388 210, TELEFAX : 02633-52723. WE ALSO HAVE OFFICES IN : PUNE - NYDERABAD - DELNI - CHENKAI - BANGALORE - ANMEOARAD



In remembrance
of

Late Meher
Shahrukh
Contractor

Angel of love
and peace flew
away with a
promise to meet
some other day

122 Parsana Julv-August 15893

Mandal completes 25 years ol exist-
ence. Earlier the Jamshedpur Parsi As-
sociation organized a picnic i the pic-
turesque Dimna Lake where boat rides
and good lood were the order of the day.
Astad Deboo also gave a dance perfor-
mance under the acgis of Loyola School
and Jeelu Billimoria won two Emmies
one ol which focussed on child safely
and 1wo Gracie Awards for her docu-
mentaries onhreast cancer, noted Surti.

Ar Caleutta two memorial gahambars
on Olpadwala’s death anniversary. a
community natak and the Caleuta Parsi
Club’s prize distribution and dinner for
new arrivals, carol singing at Xmas and
a camplire in February were the activi-
tics of the past six months highlighted
by Batlivala. Daring this same period
the Calcutia community moumed the
passing ol Ervad Bapuji Desai who had
served them Tor over G years,

The 144-vear-old Davier agiary was re-
cently painted with boys from Bombay s
Nowroz Boaug working on the kebla,
informed the anjuman’s representative
Wadia. The anjuman had 10 pay off a
lemale encroacher; there are no Parsizin
the vicinity of the agiary any more. The
anjunian needs funds o maintain s
lone mobed.

The reconstrucied dharamshala at
Bardol has enabled 12 families 1o be
seltled in the Mats in the building put up
through community funding, as well as
donations from the WZO and the
Muncckbai Jeejecbhoy Trust. Their Dirst
cahambar was held on June 3, 1999 and
its representative Homi Pithawala ac-
knowledged the Rs 500000 received
through the offices of Tambaoly wowards
s Rs 7000 gabambar Tund.

The 26 members on the roll of the Agra

Yarsi Anjuman includes non-resident
members. They continue o mamtain
their divaramshala and ther 114-year-
old aramgah, by renting a part of the
dharamshala, as per the report of Dolat
Debara.

Jhansi’s 45 Zoroastrians will be holding
their annual aramgah jashan on

" Fravardigan day. noted Dick. Principal

of Bombay s Queen Mary School Ran
Wadia and her husband who have a fine
collection of shides on Iran had given a
lecture demonsiration af their Jamshedi
Mavroe celebration in March.

The Mhow Anjuman, the only one 10
have accepted the Federation as a
trustee, will be hosting the next Federa-
tion meet in November as they hope 1o
acquire the use of army guest houses o
accommodate the delegates during a
[allow period at the army school. A
long-standing complaint of the Mhow
Anjuman is that the road to the dokhma,
constructed by a Parsi phulanthropist, 1s
not being mantained by the canton-
ment on the plea that itis not registercd
in their books. The army as well as
civilians in the vicinity enjoy the facil-
iy.

The Anjuman has gone 10 courl
against s absentee tenants as their
properties are deteriorating due 1o lack
of maintenance. Mainlenance is par-
ticularly necessary with the Mhow prop-
erties as the army is prevenling the
repair of roads and bungalows owned
and occupied by Zoroastrians as the
land belongs 1o the army. [Leven resorts
to such tactics of harassment as stop-
ping water supply and giving notices o
bungalow owners 1o vacate under the
Public Premises Act, informed Masani.

Judgment on the Hyderabad Secun-
derabad Anjuman’s case aganst the
Andhra Government Board is awaited.
informed their representative Omim
Debara. The Government Board had
attempted 1o take over the propertics of
the Anjuman on alleged charges of mis-
management. Numbering 1.320 Zoro-
agirians, the Anjuman runs a school
which has only 23 Parsis among ils
1,500 students. The Zarthosti Stree
Mandal works for the old and disabled
while the youth wing is active collect-
ing funds. he added.

Heerjee spoke of the “happy experi-
ence’” of 40 persons from Indore, Mhow,
Ratlam and Neemuch whomade a group
trip 1o Udvada. Heerjee acknowledged
the cooperation of the Railways which
stopped the train both ways for them (o
board and alight. He also announced
the establishment of a Parsi Matrimo-
nial Court in Indore with jurisdiction
overentire Madhya Pradesh (MP). Hith-
erto Parsi marriages in the area used o
be registered under the Special Mar-
riage Act. A former TAS (Indian Ad-
ministrative Service) officer, Heerjee
has also aken up the matter of Parsi
representation on the District Minori-
ties Cell.

The MP State Minorities Commis-
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sion provides for a chairman and two members, from the
Muslim. Sikh and Chrstian communities. The MP anjumans
resolved at their intercity meet o seek an amendment Lo
increase the number of members on the lines of the central
commission which recognizes five minority communitics, “If
the state and district committees (prove) indifferent, the Fed-
cration should take it up divectly with the chiel mimister,”
opined Heerjee.

AL the anjuman level Heerjee is busy revising its bylaws,
The last amendment dates back o 19200 with the by laws “oul
of date, not in keeping with modern concepts.” said Heerjee.
An anjuman directory is on the cards and the over 1-year-old
decrepit dharam-shala is to be rebuilt at o total cost of over 13
lakh rupees. thanks to the financial support provided by
Gueder, Tamboly and the WZO, he added.

Another project Heerjee is working on is the collation of the
large number of facilities provided by the government to the
minoritics in the fields of education. banking, linance, ete. He
wants 1o publish them so that the community may become
aware of them.

! ocrFarnaz
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From the house of Nat.
The Bharuch Anjuman with its emphasis on “continuily.
stability and maintenance” enclosed hall its tower of silence
property and another property where there was encroachment
at o cost of one-and-a-hall’ lakh rupees, mformed Ginwalla.
“What do-we do il the government takes over the land lor
industrial or residential use of major corporates? he asked,
mentioning that the old dokhma lands lie close o their
development plan area. According to Tirandaz no land re-
served for schools, hospitals or crematoria “can suller change
ol user” as they have a 999-year lease,
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Nargol’s Wania painted a picture of growth: Its agiary, which
needs Rs 36,000 worth of kathi annually has collected Rs 3.36
lakhs in donations by offering to pray the tandurasti or piatet on
specific days. Wania said Nargol had received substanuial
community contributions. Its two-acre Doongerwadi has been
planted with bawal trees which will mature for harvesting in
15 years” time when they will be able to fell one or lwo as
required, planting others in their place. Wania recommended
the practice 1o all the .m|um s, especially Bharuch. “Alter 15
years nol a single agiary (Bharuch has six) will be short of
kathi.” The only pmhiuh will be that of watering the trees for
the first five 1o six years,

The bunglis at the Nargol Doongerwadi provide Gacilities

EMM&MW&.ML&

Kitehen Equipment
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like those in Bombay. Nor do they have
any maobed problem, exchanging their
mobeds with Saronda and Sanjan as
required and maintaining harmony by
participating in e¢ach others® functions.
They have also constructed 36 flats
which have been taken by people from
Bombay who are now members of the
Nargol anjuman.

The PPP has begun the construction of
224 flats of 620 sq M1 cach. The project
has been totally funded by the
Maneckbai Jecjecbhoy Trust, informed
Dara Irani. The PPP wrusiees, whose
current president 15 Firdaus Kayani,
expect the first phase 1o be ready by
December 2000, The towal lats envis-
aged al Lullanagar approximate 440,
noted Dara Irani.

The dharamshala plan has also been
sanctioned. Comprising ground plus
three floors with a total of 24 rooms, the
dharamshala is expected 10 cost Rs 40
lakhs and will necessanily be taken up
alter the housing project 1s complete,
unless additional specilic Tunds are
forthcoming earlicr, said Dara Irani.

Apart from the usual help the PEP
provides the community from its educa-
tional. medical relief and anaj funds, the

trustees have had the experience of shoul-
dering the body of a 340 kg Zoroasirian
lady as the nassessalars proved inad-
equate for the 1ask.

While Bomi Talati of Baroda spoke of
his anjuman’s education, medical and
miscellancous charities it was the Davier
representative who informed the gath-
ering that the Baroda trustees themselves
discharge khandhia responsibilities.

Youth

The Parsi Y outh League of Ahmedabad
secretary Perzid Daruwalla briefly re-
lerred to their programs involving reli-
gious discourses and honoring achiev-
ers, especially Merzban Lahewala whose
14 feet mine inches tall, six-inches thick
agarbatti has vaulted himointo the Limea
Book of Waorld Records as well as The
Guinness Book of Records. The agarbatti
emils three fragrances and burns for 66
hours. The BPP Youth Club’s Zelda
Mistry spoke of their hike o Sanjan, the
crazy olympics and a barge party where
ex HPY (Holiday Programme for Y outh)
members met the new batch. Merzeen
Aga spoke of this year's HPY where
Bombay based and upcountry students
participated in the BPP's month-long
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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from parents of a
young, well-educated, working
Zoroastrian (Parsi) girl bom in 1973
coming from a well-educated and
cultured Parsi Zoroastrian family.
Smart, good looking and well-educated
boys up to 29 to 30 years of age,
from similar family background may
please apply with details and
photograph (retumable) to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Aug/19-93)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited here.

MATRIMONIAL

A Zoroastrian boy, Civil
Engineer, 29 years, 5'6" with
a good physique, seeks
marital alliance with a
suitable Zoroastrian girl with
good family background.
Kindly reply to:

The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Aug/20-99)
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

“Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the relerence number cited here,

star program which helps the youths
bridge the end of their school lives and
the start of their collegiate years. Delna
Pastakia of Borivli noted how the HPY
has enabled her 1o acquire several Parsi
friends.

A picnic, religious lectures and a
pilgrimage to Udvada ensure that for
Borivli youths enjoyment and religious
cducation go hand in hand, as noted
Borivli's Perey Paghdiwalla. Batlivala
referred to art and music competitions
in Calcutta, Poona’s Sarosh Palkhiwala
mentioned that a new managing com-
mittee of youths was elected at the
annual general meeting in April and
were busy with a jashan and enrolment
for the summer sports camp. They had
hosted the Baroda youths® trip to Poona
for which they were thanked by Talati.
The Poona youths are following up on
the marriage bureaux they organized
last year and learnt from Keki Gandhi
that they need 1o add a column of per-
sonal attributes in their form for more
elficient matchmaking. Talati spoke of
the Barada youths' commitment to help
maintain their 75-year-old Sayajigunj
Agiary and a lecture by Dadar Athornan
Madressaprincipal Ervad (Dr) Ramiyar
Karanjia.

Thoughthe Delhi youths are involved
in organizing plays and musical pro-
grams, and receive scholarship facili-
ties up to college level, they are not very
ineractive with the youths of other
anjumans, admitted Nargolwala. There
are five 1o six functions a year when the
youths are involved with the DPA’s
activities. For the 75th anniversary of
the DPA they expect 10 be involved in
planning the brochure and in fund-rais-
ing.

The Thana anjuman encourages ils
youths in social service projects as a
binding force for future growth as noted
Cursetji. The anjuman is encouraging
young couples with financial assistance
for the second child up to the S5C level.
The support is against requirements and
not as a dole, emphasized Cursetji.

Speaking on behalf of Jamshedpur
youths Surti declared that they tradi-
tionally organize the entertainment for
the community at the Jamshedi Navroz
functions. Noting that several of them
live in Parsi hostels in Bombay, she
requested the Bombay youths to invite
them Lo their functions.

Bombay's Dilnavaz Mehta gave the
audience an insight into the working of
the Zartoshty Brothers' Fund established

With best compliments from
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in 1996 under BPP aegis. lis aim is 10
increase religious and historical aware-
ness. With a roster of 19 speakers. the
Fund enables upcountry anjumans to
organize programs of lectures and dem-
onstrations by hosting the speaker and
making the necessary publicily arrange-
mients. The Fund also supports madressa
students, as well as research and publi-
cation of books, amplified Tirandaz. A
series of articles on Parsi saints by
Noshir Dadrawala have been collated
and the book is under print, announced
Tambaoly.

Poona’s Eruch Irani noted that none
ol the youths had mentioned looking
alter agiarics andfor dharamshalas in
their area. The Baroda dharamshala for
example is not in the condition it should
be in. he pointed out. Gandhi suggested
that youth associations mention their
socially relevant activitics in their news
reports.

The venue and dates of the next
FOZY A youth seminar are uncertain as
no positive reply has come from Ma-
dras, as per FOZYA president Porus
Karanjawalla.

Counselling
The Federation's school counselling

scheme, conducted by Diana Marfatia
and Anupama Sharma under the acgis
of the BPP, covers three schools: the
Byramjece Jeejeebhoy Parsee Charitable
Institution, the A. F. Pelit and the
Cowasjee Jehangir High schools. The
three phases of the job start with per-
sonal counselling where parental prob-
lems, dysfunctional relationships, clc
come to light, informed Sharma. Diag-
nosis of the problem constitutes the
second phase and therapy. the third, she
said. The counsellors maintain contacl
with parents, teachers and in case of the
A. F. Petit residential students, with
matrons. The BPP has arranged for
psychological testing material and 78
casesare currently under treatment while
26 have been concluded, said Sharma.
Eight cases are being handled by social
workers of the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences.

Remedial group work, solving ad-
justment problems for students, behav-
ioral therapy technigues all aim 1o fa-
cilitale conflidence building. In addi-
tion, the counsellors give career guid-
ance talks, do aptilude and interest test-
ing and counsel students individually.
They also teach basic counselling skills
o chosen students like group leaders

and monitors so that they then help
teachers in a peer group promotion pro-
gram.

Mediclaim

Recommending medical insurance for
all Parsis, Wania suggested that the
BPP contribute 2() crore rupees and the
other anjumans of India together con-
tribute 30 crore rupees into a pool that
would ensure medical insurance for ¢v-
ery Parsi in India. To ensure that there
were no exceptions, Wania recom-
mended the division of India into 10
parts, cach having a major hospital
which would have on its rolls the names
of each and every Zoroastrian in the
arca. Wania, a chartered accountant,
said expenditure on the scheme would
be permissible under trust law,

Keki Gandhi proposed that Wania
“set up and head a committee and go
ahcad;” the BPP and the Federation
would back him up. The question of
insuring old people was addressed by
Rustomji who claimed his mother was
over 75 years old and still insured while
Engineer noted that a new clause now
secks to enforce an upper age limitof 75
years. He however added that the WZ0
would also endorse such a scheme.

ADVT

FIFTY YEAR ALUMNUS

The late Dr Nowshir Kaikobad Jungalwalla who, 50 vears ago, had received his masters
degree in Public Health from the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, was posthumously
honored with a medallion bearing his name and the year 1949 on one side and the
University's coat of arins on the reverse.

Dr Jungalwalla was the founder director of the Government of India’s National Institute
of Health Education and former director of the World Health Organization’s Health Unit.
The expertise he had gained over the years was put to use by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Union Public Services Commission as also the
Roval College of Physicians of which he was a Fellow.
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Tirandaz suggested that one of Bom-
bay’'s residential baugs be used as a test
case for group insurance.

Annual General Meeting

The existing vice presidents were con-
firmed in their respective positions: Lt
Gen Adi Scthna (retired) for the north
zone. Homi Bodhanwalla for the cast
+one, Nariman Mogrelia for the south
zone, Eruch Irani for west zone A and
Dr Sam Bhacca for west zone B. The
usual practice of the Federation’s ac-
counts being approved first by the ex-
ecutive council and then by the general
body and receiving the auditor’s ap-
proval thereafter, was challenged by
Wania. Jain and Co, the existing audi-
tors will continue to audit the accounts
of the Federation for the accounting
year ending March 31, 2000,

The absence of Surat’s delegates was
brought up by Karanjawalla. The SPP
wis lastrepresented by Sorab Katpitiaat
the Federation’s Bombay meet in De-
cember 1996, Though Keki Gandhi
noted that Katpitia and SPP president
Bhacea do valuable work for the Fed-
eration, Dastur held that members who
do not attend are a problem. He sug-
gested that a survey be made of those

who do and those who don't atiend
Federation meetings because “non-at-
tendance 15 counter-productive.”™
Heerjee suggesied a provision in the
constitution that those who don’t attend
three consecutlive meelings aulomati-
cally forfeit their right as executive
council members. “Give others a larger
role,” he recommended. The provision
would be subject to a leave of absence,
argued Gandhi. [t should be applied lor
in writing, countered Heerjee. Gandhi
assured the delegates that the Sural
represeniative has promised to attend
the next Federation mecling.

A point of argument in recent meets
has been the two west zones — A and B
comprising Maharashira and Gujarat
respectively. Rustomji and Heerjee la-
vor a central zone instead. But Gandhi
explained that the largest community
seltlements being in Maharashira and
Gujarat, these states had individual rep-
resentation. The anjumans of Madhya
Pradesh are included in the north zone.
“In what way will involvement increase
il there 1s one more zone?” queried
Gandhi.

The Borivli anjuman asked for an
official place on the excculive council
on the grounds that they atended all

meets but Gandhi replied that they re-
ceived the same consideration as any
executive council member with their
views being ascertained and accepted.

To provide a youth representative on
the council, the council will co-opt one
member of the FOZY A managing com-
mittee at a time such that no individual
represents the youth for more than two
years and that representation from a
different zone of the country would be
ensured.

Pervez Irani has been co-opted in
place of the late Aspi Irani. The other
co-opted members continue to be
Rustomji, Eruch Surti, Mani Clubwala
and Rustom Anklesaria. Tirandaz who
mistakenly assumed that Anklesariahad
been co-opted in his former capacity as
chiel executive of the BPP sought the
seat for the current BPP incumbent
Dastur. He was supporied by Tamboly.
They were informed that Anklesaria
was the nominee of west zone B i.c.
Gujarat and BPP trustee Dinshaw Mehta
opined that the Federation needs the
services of a man of Anklesaria’s great
experience.

Rocky road ahead
The BPP is coping with a ferment of
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ideas as circumstances are turning tra-
ditional thought on its head. Slowly, the
priorities seem o be changing. It faces
a persistent demand for adult franchise
from a section of the community.
Though housing remains an acute prob-
lem for historical reasons, as per Dastur,
(it is a fallacy that large houses will
produce more children. Our strength
lies in quality™), the emphasis is shifi-
ing to education — 70 lakh rupees from
housing reserves have been placed at
the use of the education committee 1o
finance higher studies.

This is apart from a one crore rupee
corpus carmarked for special coaching
1o students aiming at the medical and
engineering colleges. While Rs 88,000
have been spent on coaching of stu-
dents for the central administrative ser-
vices, only one girl has made it so far,
noted Dastur. He suggested that the
Punchayet “fund only the cream of stu-
dents. It will be an excellent invest-
ment,” he added.

Guzder urged Federation members
1o donate towards the Bombay Uni-
versily's Sir Pherozeshah Mehta
Bhavan for Civies and Politics so that
the University can be persuaded 1o
reserve a couple of seats in medicine
and engineering lor Parsi students.
Though the question of reservation
for Parsi students in Poona's Wadia
Colleges as requested by Prof Hoshang
Mugat had fallen through since these
colleges are not administered by a
community trust, Guzder said he had
been informed by Nusli Wadia that he
had taken over as chairman of the
management committee. Wadia has
suggested that the Federation wait lor
a few months.

With 62 on the roll of the third child
scheme, the Punchayet is sceking 1o
ereate o two crore rupee fund, interest
on which will ensure that the project
continues, said Guzder, who has per-
sonally contributed Rs 25 lakhs 1o the
kity.

With cancer, heart and liver discases
taking their wll of individual budgets,
the BPP has earmarked 50 lakhs of
rupees, the interest on which would
support the medical treatment of indi-
gent ailing Zoroastrians, “Sickness is
arising out of poverty, congested liv-
ing, poor education. Poverty is the fo-
cus,” believes Dastur.

With a “crisis situation regarding
birds of prey in India.” as Tirandaz
noted, the BPP is wornied about the

continued efficacy of dokhmenashini.
There are few vultures at Doonger-wadi
and the BPP is examining a proposal for
the breeding of vultures in conjunction
with a UK agency, said Tamboly.

Then again there are pressures due o
the paucity of mobeds, shortage of bawal
wood, the question of the assimilation
of children of interfaith marriages, the
question of merger of agiaries, the as-
sets of defunct anjumans where Surat's
Katpitia has done much work. All these
questions are related to economic com-
pulsions and the responsibility for them
rests with the entire community but
Federation mectings are not achieving
much because “we have not prioritized
our objectives,” lamented Dastur.

Those attending the Federation meet-
ing were: Dolat Debara from Agra;
Porus Karanjawalla, Perzid Daruwala
and Dinaz Gandhi from Ahmedabad;
Capt Homi and Shirin Dandiwalla from
Allahabad; Pervez Mehta, Homi
Pithawala and Eruch Baldawala from
Bardoli; Cyrus Cooper and Bomi Talati
from Baroda; Sarosh and Pilloo
Ginwalla from Bharuch; Jamshed
Guzder, Dinshaw Tamboly, Silloo
Kavarana, Dinshaw Mehta, Rustom
Tirandaz, Behram Dastoor, Sheroo
Master, Adil Crawflord, Gool Kias,
Mehli Colah, Zelda Mistry, Merzeen
Aga, Delzin Irani and Anupama Sharma
from Bombay: Noshir Paghdiwalla,
Khurshed Pastakia, Marazban Mehia,
Mehernosh Mchta, Percy Paghdiwalla
and Delna Pastakia from the Borivli
and Suburban Zoroastrian Association;
MNauzer Batlivala from Calcuuta;
Marzban Wadia rom Davier; Keki
Gandhi, Farrokh Rustomji and Adil
MNargolwala from Delhi; Bomi Heerjee
from Indore; Mchrwan Irani, Pervez
Irani and Perzon Zend from the Iranian
Zoroastrian Anjuman; Eruch and Silloo
Surti from Jamshedpur; Ronnie and
Zerin Dick from Jhansi; Dara Irani,
Boman Irani, Eruch Irani, Sarosh

Palkhiwala and Kashmira Udachia from

Poona; Behram and Dolly Masani from
Mhow; Hoshang Wania from Nargol,
Homi Palsetia, Nariman Balsara and
Dinshaw Patel from Saronda; Omim
Debara from Secunderabad; Rustom
Cursetji, Pervez Bhesania and Rusi
Gandevia from Thane. Homai Modi,
Rohinton Rivetna, Ervad Parvez Bajan
and Dr Homi Dhalla were special
invitees. The Press was represented by
Parsiana.
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OBSERVATION

To the marrow borne

The ordeal of helping Imroze recover from Fanconi's anemia
has fortified the Ardeshir family to help similar victims

Ours was a very happy family of four
living anormal life. My davghiers Farah
and Imroze were doing well in school
andd s0 was my wife in the French Con-
sulate, Bombay and [ in the
British Deputy High Com- ‘
mission, Bombay. Suddenly
our hves fell apart. Our
younger daughicr Imroze
was diagnosed with an in-
curable degeneration of her
bone  marrow, called
Fanconi’s anemia. Fanconi
was o Swiss scientisl who
found this marrow delect.
The bone marrow respon-
sible for producing blood
vells gradually degencrates
and death occurs,

Imroze was born a
headthy baby with no physi-
cal signs of a Fanconi child. A Fanconi
child is short statured, has an additional
finger or thumb, crooked limbs and is
very weak in appearance. None ol this
wias in Imroze although she was a dilf-
cult child and had a peculiar dislike for
ol being never hungry, even at the
age of 1) years. This is normally when
the degencration of the marrow stars,
We used 1o feed her with force or with
bribes of a betier toy, very common in
children. But we never expecied any-
thing serious,

In 1995, when she was 12 years old.
on the insistence of my wile Daisy we
found a doctor 1o examine her as we
never had a family doctor for the chil-
iren or the family. We asked him (o
give us some tonic 1o increase her appe-
tite observing thatshe was losinge weight
and her appearance was turning dark,
He advised a blood west and the resulis
were alarming. This is when the first
bell rang. The doctor advised a special-
1st e look into the medical Instory of
Imroze as he felt her condition was
serious. How could a child be serious

Marzban Ardeshir

when she went o school, plaved like a
normal child? Her white blood cells
countwas 3.2, platelet count was 29,000
and hemoglobin was 6.8,

Daisy, Faved, Tmroze and Mearzhen

We consulied i pediatrician at the
Hinduja Hospital who asked for various
cxpensive tesis including bone marrow
aspirations which ruled oul leukemia,
but her iliness was still not diagnosed.
We were advised 1o see a hematologist
and we were shauered. We kept all this
from both our diwghters lest they get
scarcd. Imroze was always asked (o
leave the doctor’s room and sit outside
when we were given the resulis of her
tests. Bemng a smart child she ques-
toned us as 10 why she was made 10 il
out, why were mummy's eyes always
moist when she came out of a doctor’s
roont, et | would make up stories and
my dear litle one always believed me.
1 51l never believed that Imroze could
have cancer as it had not struck anyone
in my wile’'s family or mine.

Dr M. B. Agarwal, the hematologisi,
did a bone marrow biopsy. a very pain-
Tul testim which a small chip of the bone
15 removed from the hip bone and ests

done on it. Aplastic anemia was diag-
nosed and Imroze was asked to be ad-
mitted into Breach Candy Hospital
where an expensive drug ALG was
administered. A week later,
the injection course com-
plete, she was discharged.
The medicine takes six
months to show results and
Imroze was back at school
and play. She was advised
not to run around much o
avold lalling down lor
bleeding would not stop if
she cut her skin, we were
warned,

It was nearing the end of
nine months when Imroze
developed a gut infection
and was profusely bleed-
ing. We rushed herto Breach
Candy Hospital where she was declared
very serious. Many drugs were admin-
istered but Imroze did not respond.
Surprisingly some of the life saving
drugs were available from only one
outlet and one could get them only if
luck was on his side. [ remember a drug
costing Rs 10,004 and we needed three.
Two were immediately needed so my
wile ook Rs 20,000 to a Sandoz outlet
in Bandra. The salesman said the pre-
seription was for three vials and my
wile being so much in shock began 1o
cry. That salesman. God bless him,
eave my wife the three vials and asked
her to be with Imroze and not to bother
to pay for the third. We began 1o see the
goodness of humanity.

The then Britsh Deputy High Com-
missioner, Terrance Curran, spoke 1o
the Breach Candy Hospital's accounts
department 1o spare me the torture of
regular payments and to permit me o
pay at the discharge date, saying he
would stand guarantee. All prayed for
Imroxe to be saved and the last possible
drug worked on her and she recovered.
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Six months later, the worst was yel
to come. Dr Agarwal pronounced the
failure of the ALG drug and asked us 1o
2o for a genetic test which declared her
a Fancom anemia patient, where the
only cure can be a bone marrow trans-
plant with a 70 percent chance of suc-
cess. To avoid further risk of infection
and hospitalization we prepared 1o 2o to
Vellore where transplants are done in
India. Dr Agarwal arranged our ap-
pointments there. By now we were
touching the bottom of our savings, My
office travel agent. Sterling Travels,
declared that our travel any where would
be covered by them. They sent the
tickets for us o go o Vellore,

We met the specialist Dr Mamman
Chandy who confirmed that a trans-
plant was the only hope for Imroze and
the cost would be eight lakh rupees. He
however cautioned that such a trans-
plant had never been done in India and
advised us 1o ry abroad where the suc-
cess rales Tor Fancom transplants are
increasing. Our enquiries revealed that
the cost of such a transplant was USD
150,000 in the USA. £ 1 10,000 in Panis,
£ 7000 in the UK.

My wile's cousins explored all pos-
sihilities and then zeroed in on
Hammersmith Hospital in London
which agreed to do the transplant for £
45.000 as Imroze was below the age of
14 years. Now began the race 1o collect
£ 45,000, approximately Rs 28 lakhs. 1
was aghast. How many people do |
contact to accumulate so much money?
Penny Curran, my office colleagues,
Ms Beraud-Chaulet (wife of the then
French Consul General), the tenants of
the Bandra Tata Colony, some of our
relatives and many [ricnds here and
abroad began the fund-raising. The
message spread and so did the network.
People | had never met sent donations
and even helped in collecting Tunds.
Many trusts when contacied responded
spontancously and generously.  The
French Ministiry of Exiernal Alfairs
donated French Franes 20,000, Dona-
tions from Hongkong, Malaysia,
Singapore, Dubai, UK. USA. Canada
pourcd in too. With tickets Irom Ster-
ling Travels we went to the UK. Air
India also helped with the tickets which
we used later. The ANZ Grindlays Bank
helped in a very big way o transfer
funds 1o the Hammersmith Hospital,

Imroze was tested all over again at
Hammersmith and the wransplant was
done on October 24, 1996 with my
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other daughter Farah being the perlect
donor, Unfortunately the transplant
failed and another was planned on De-
cember 6. 1996, This meant our Farah
undergoing another operation for do-
nating her bone marow which she will-
ingly did. Farah was great and brave
and took the burden of two marrow
donations in 40 days very well. This
should inspire other donors too.

The Hammersmith Hospital has very

All prayed for Imroze
to be saved and the
last possible drug
worked on her

caring doctors and nurses, and good
arrangements [or children. During the
transplant Imroze was kept in isolation
for one-and-a-hall-months which was
repeated for the second transplant. She
had her ups and downs there wo, She
nearly gave up her light For lile after the
havoc the radiation along with chemo-
therapy created on her physically. Pain
became unbearable and she pleaded
that medicines be stopped and she be
allowed 10 pass away. The Hospital
provided the services of a psychologist
who worked on her miraculously. The
play teachers and entertainment kept
herspiritsup. Drawing. computers, read-
ing, cralt and painting were in her regu-
lar curriculum under the watchful eyes
of a school teacher and play leaders.

The people of the UK were very help-
ful 1o, Many who were unknown 1o us
came with food and 1oys for Farah and
Imroze. Get-well cards were received in
plenty. Mr and Ms Curran visited us in
the Hospital and made sure we had ev-
erything. They proceeded o their next
posting which was Toronto. Imroze was
discharged on February 11, 1997 alter
120 days of total hospitalization and 1
rushed back to India on February 15,
1997, I resumed work in the same posi-
tiom as when 1 lefi, but alter two weeks 1
was demoted and my position was adver-
tised as a vacaney. To find your position
advertised when you have returncd 1o
your job leaving a sick child behind was
too much o bear, Tresigned and retumed
to London o be with my daughter and
my wile returned to her job 1o keep the
home fires burning.

As il that were not enough. Farah
wis asked to repeat the year (lirst year
junior college, Artsyon grounds of poor

attendance by the Mithibai College prin-
cipal. Although we had informed the
principal, the deputy director of educa-
tion when approached, rudely said “no
exceptions.” My wife contacied many
people to save our daughter's year but
ultimately help came in the form of Mr
Sudhir Joshi, the education minister
and the deputy secretary Mr Phansalkar
who believed in Farah's sacrifice and
promoted her.

Meanwhile, Imroze had to be admit-
ted thrice again in the hospital (as is
normal alter a transplant) for fever and
other complications. By God's grace
we sailed through all those months and
returned to Indiain October 1997, After
all that we went through, T want to be of
help o people in similar circumstances.
Every year thousands of people with
bone marrow diseases such as leuke-
mia, aplastic anemia and inborn meta-
bolic and immune deficiency condi-
tions reach a state when only a bone
marrow transplant can possibly save
them. The chance of a match between
siblings is in the ratio of 1:4, During our
stay in the Hospital we saw many pa-
tients awaiting transplants whose sib-
lings did not match their type of bone
marrow and many others who had no
siblings at all, hence awaiting the inevi-
table end. The F & | Bone Marrow
Foundation, aptly named after my brave
daughters, has been set up by me to help
such cases find a match here in India
and abroad. Twenty-nine people, of
whom around 10 are Zoroastrians, are
registered as donors for the four pa-
ticnts awaiting transplants. Unfortu-
nately we have yet not succeeded in
finding a match.

So far we have managed o raisc Rs
1, 80,000 with the largest donation of Rs
100,000 coming from the Tulsi Trust.
People have come forward to be poten-
tial donors and many more are decid-
ing. Many cases of cancer and anemia
are asking for my help which is readily
available whenever needed. Many job
oflers have come but 1 am concentrat-

. ing more on the Foundation.

The chance of saving a life by donat-
ing your marrow and the satisfaction
one gets no one can explain better than
Farah who donated her marrow twice in
40 days and did save a life. Then why
not you? Contact The F & 1 Bone Mar-
row Foundation at 24, Ratanbai Tata
Building, 3%th Road, Bandra, Bombay
400050 or call on 6404989, Help us
build a lifeline,
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Crossing musical barriers

After his training in classical music
Rushad Eggleston has taken his cello to the jazz stage

I knew his mother in Bombay as a
young girl. Nazneen played the flute
and wanted more than anything else to
create music. Her dream proved elu-
sive, but years later she was jubilant
when the intimations, urgencies, prom-
ises she had glimpsed in herself were
effortlessly articulated by her
gifted son Rushad. On the cello.
On the guitar. On the bass, the
mandolin...

Yes, Rushad plays them all.
The cello from the time he was
nine, the guitar at age 12 and the
bass and mandolin in high school.
(Here [ recall that his grandfather
Jal Khambatta — Nazneen's dad
— played the harmonica and tink-
ered with the amplification of
sounds on his electric guitar.)
With s0 many instruments beck-
oning him, it is not surprising that
Rushad’s approach to his music
is confident, his taste eclectic; or
that his talent embraces diverse
siyles and genres. A bravehean
who is not afraid to cross musical
boundaries. his ocuvre ranges
from the classical (in which he
received his basic training) to the
more spontaneous stuff gener-
ated by glad and venturesome
spirits.

Bom almost 20 years ago in
Carmel in California (USA) to
Nazneen and Bob Eggleston, the cmcsl
of a brood of three sons, Rushad has
been involved in music from his
schooldays. He was a member of the
Carmel High jazz band for three years,
first on string bass, then guitar, then
cello and guitar. He played chamber
music; he played as the first cello and
soloist in orchestras; and at top folk
festivals he played with major jazz and
bluegrass musicians. At a joint concert
of the Youth Music Monterey orchestra
and the Monterey County Symphony
orchestra he performed the Beethoven
Triple Concerto and Hayden's Cello
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Coneerto in D — and wowed his audi-
ence. In 1996 he was invited to attend
the Aspen Music Festival.

Then last year the gods really smiled
on Rushad: he won a full-tuition schol-
arship ($ 60,000) to the Berklee College
of Music in Boston, the world’s largest

Eggleston: making real music

college of music with a jazz orientation
and an enrolment of 2,900 multicultural
students. A renewable award, satisfac-
tory progress in each successive year
allows the recipient to attend Berklee
right through to graduation, tuition-
free. Rushad competed for this plum
with about a hundred Northern Califor-
nian candidates and it is exciting to
learn something of the process that went
into the selection.

As a starter, the aspiring musicians
had to submit demo tapes of their work.

So in his friend’'s garage Rushad re-
corded a tape of him performing a clas-
sical piece by Giovanni Sammartini on
the cello, some improvizations. a jazzy
version of Sweer Georgia Brown, “a
bluegrass thing and all Kinds of stff.”
It was fun, though unlikely that a cellist
could bag a jazz scholarship —
since traditionally the cello is
not a swinging instrument. Bul
Rushad was ready to tempt the
devil... what the hell... just in
Case...

And he was in!

Then came the second round
of screenings when three senior
Berklee staff members flew in to
audition 21 hopeful Californians
winnowed from the large num-
ber of tapes received at Berklee.

Rushad came out of his audi-
tion feeling great. Apart from the
required pieces, he had per-
formed a Bach Suite in C that
segued into a heady tune by jazz
giant John Coltrane, Mr P.C.

What charmed Damien Brac-
ken, director of Berklee scholar-
§ ships about this swinging cellist
was his free and open approach to
music. Rushad, who had in the
past tumed down offers from clas-
sical conservatories, puts it this
way: “I didn't go to a classical
school because 1 was into more
than that.” For him Berklee was just right
because it gave him a direction “where 1
could follow my own path.”

‘Rushad wants to make “real music,
true music.” Noting the dearth of jazz or
bluegrass cellists, he hopes to open up
the scene for cello players. What is
more important to him is to reach out to
audiences and share with them his ex-
travagant delight in music.

The bets are on that aapro Rushad
will rocket into a major professional
orbit by the time he passes out of Berk-
lee. May a chorus of ashirvads accom-
pany him on his flights!
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An “extended family”

On the completion of its first year, the author
observes that the inmates of the Bai Maneckbai P. B.
Jeejeebhoy Senior Citizens Centre feel ‘at home'

Having been present at the inauguration
of the Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy
Senior Citizens Centre in January 1998,
[ ook the opportunity of visiting itagain
during my scheduled visit
to Navsari on May 5,
19949 10 attend the anni-
versary celebrations of
our atash behram,

The modern, spacious
center is a fine example
of how community re-
sources, if pooled 1o-
gether withasense of pur-
pose and commilment,
can make a positive
change in the lives of
those for whom the
weitlth has been left in
trust. While the building
funds for this center were
provided by the trusices ol the Bai
Maneckbar P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of
Settlement Fund, the entire project was
conceplualized and executed by the
WZO Trust Funds.

Sitnated in the heart of a classical
Parsi moltalla (Pinjar Mohalla), the Se-
nior Citizens Centre provides a serene
environment free of the hurry-scurry of
life. The ground plus four storeyed struc-
ture covers an arca of 20,000 sq ft. Each
floor has seven ample rooms — four
single. two double and one quadruple.
All rooms are modern in terms of facili-
tics, well ventilated and with auached
bath and Loilets.

Visiting the Centre after a year, we
were impressed with the quality of life
enjoyed by its 18 inmates. And 1 feel |
must share my happy experience with
other communily members.

The moment we entered the foyer
our hearts warmed to the sight of a
couple of aged Parsis playing carrom. a
few waitching cricket on television, one
or lwo |"Jililil1'g NCWSKIPCrs and others
engrossed in animated conversation. A

142 Farsiana Suly-Auglst 1999

Moshir H. Dadrawala

few had just returned from their daily

visit to the atash behram in Motafalia.
Shermin Tamboly, the administrator

of the Centre and manager Soli Vandre-

Engrossed in a game of chess

walla introduced us to the inmates who
seemed o be in high spirits. Jimmy Das-
tur, and his wife who has had three heant
attacks, “Teel absolutely at home here
living as one big family.” A retired medi-
cal representative, Dastur formerly lived
in Tadkeshwar, a remote village in
Gujaral. “Our neighbors there were vio-
lent and abusive in nature. It is a wel-
come change living with our own people
inaclean and cultured environment.” he
said with satisfaction.

Nargish J. Wankadia who moved into

the Centre in September 1998 sad, “1

am so well looked after here. [ never
feel lonely.” Eighty-three-year-old
Minoo (Bob) Damn sulfers from weak
eyesight bul is strong as ever. A profes-
sional musician and sporis enthusiast,
he said, “Here [ am wvery happy and
comfortable.” How did he spend his
tme? “1 go for walks, watch television
and pray, what else would you expect a
man of my age o do?” he smiled. Hilla
R. Irani expressed the same sentiments:

“I rest, I pray and [ play carrom.” Katy
Patel, 71, was busy weaving a kusti.
She manages 1o produce two lo three
kustis every month which fetch a good
price in Bombay.
Probably the most en-
ergetic was Eruch Kar-
karia, 82, who zips
around Navsari on his
own moped, visiting
friends and doing odd
jobsas anelectrician. He
said. “Most people go to
heaven after they die.
We are lucky to find
heaven during our life-
time here.” Agreed
Jimmy, “We must have
done good deeds to have
carned this heaven. We
pray for the soul of Ma-
neckbai and bless WZO Trust Funds.”
AL 12.30 p.m. we are invited Lo join
the inmates for a *simple’ lunch which
turned out 1o be chicken dhansak with
kebabs and kachumber. Each one had a
lixed place on the common table and all
ate with zest and satisfaction. “The
food is always very good and I've never
hadtocomplaineven ance,” said Dastur.
Inmates are encouraged to help in the
kitchen. Many of them are experts al
cooking. For a change some of them
prepare idlis, dosas and generally have
fun pampering their taste buds.
Shermin said, “We grab every oppor-
tunity to celebrate. We feast on birth-
days, Christmas, New Year's day and
every other holiday.” Added Soli, “Ev-
ery last Saturday of the month we orga-
nize Housie, take the inmates out for
picnics and make them enjoy life fully."
Morning tea is at 7 am. followed by
breakfast at nine o'clock, lunch at 12.30
p.m., tea and snacks at four in the afler-
noon and dinner at cight. Diseipline in
terms of these tUmings is strictly en-
forced. In all other matters, procedures
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From left: (seated) Dinshaw Tamboly,
Sharmin Tamboly, Bachi Tamboly,
Vandrewalla and Wadia. Tangri and
Verricva (standing ) Photo: Homyar Mistry,
Homaz Prints

are simple and Mexible. The Centre re-
ceives important newspapers like The
Times of Inelia, The Bombeay Santachar,
Ciujarar Mirra, Sam-e-Jamshed and has a
moddest library of books and magazines.

Soli finds a lot of satisfaction in his
work. “It's like my home and the in-
mates are like my extended family.” he
said with joy. Sharmin concurred, add-
ing, “When I took on this responsibility
I was a bit nervous. Today I find alot of
satisfaction inbringing so much cheerin
the lives of our elders.”

Sharmin and Soli also took us o the
D. N. Mehia Hospital where one of the
inmates, 64-year-old Gool Gotlascth was
hospitalized for a fracture. Despite the
pain Gool's face was radiant and cheer-
ful. “My fricnds from the Centre come
to visit me every day. They are all so
loving. These people are doing more for
me than my own family,” she said with
tears of gratitude.

We have seen a few other senior
citizens’ homes in India and in most
places our expericnce has been unpleas-
ant. Qften there is a pall of gloom. an
atmosphere charged with negative emo-
tions and impulses. The Senior Citizens
Centre in Navsari is strikingly different,
[ull of life and positive attitudes — all
very Zarathushtrian traits. We were im-
pressed with the overall cleanliness, the
smooth administration that runs the
place. the bonhomic among the inmates;
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and of course the dedication with which
Sharmin, Soli and his assistant Pervin
Kasad as also the Kitchen stall Khorshed
iava, Bapsy Tangri and Zarine
Wadia discharge their duties.

It was truly an uplifting experience.
Perhaps some of the inmates had lived
disturbed and wrbulent lives, but they
will be spending their autumnal years in
peace, comfort and safety. Said Eruch,
“We have been reading about the many
aged Parsis murdered in Bombay. Thank-
fully we have no such fears out here.”

So far the Centre has taken in only
the poor and needy. Now in keeping
with the requests and needs of those
who are well placed, the management is
admitting those who are in a position 1o
pay the full fees. We know quite a few
cases where there is no linancial pov-
erty but lots of emotional poverly —
persons feeling insecure, lonely and
deprived in the evening of their lives.
These are also ‘deserving’ cases in a
different context. Tt is a very welcome
development that those who can alford
o pay can now enjoy the hospitality of
this excellent institution,

The trustees of the WZO Trust Funds
and those of the Bai Maneckbai P. B.
Jeejeebhoy Deed of Seulement Fund
must feel satisfied. They probably must
be going through the same emotions
J.E.D. Tata experienced alter reenact-
ing his pioneering flight of 50 years ago
from Karachi 1o Bombay. Surcly JRIY's
words apply to our trustees: “Despite all
the difficulties, all the frustrations, there
is ajoy inhaving done something as well
as you could and better than others
thought you could.”

With Best
Compliments
From

PERKS
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wrapping
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B-24, New Empire
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Shri Ramakrishna Mandir Rd
Andheri (E), Bombay 400059

Tel: 8326349/8347745
Fax: 8384001
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Enshrined ever after

Mota Dadysett is known to have donated one-third of his wealth
for religious and charitable causes

Two hundred years ago there were no
newspapers, railways, telephones. No
television, cinemas, educational insti-
tutions. People used bullock carts for
commuting. At such a time, Dady
Nosherwanji Dadysett (1734-1799),
popularly known as Mota Dadysenr,
built the first atash behram for the
Parsis in Bombay who numbered less
than 3,004

Dady's grandfather Homji
Behramji came to Bombay from
Surat., Homji Street ncar
Horniman Circle in Fort,
Bombay is named after him.
His father Nosherwanji Homji
and uncle Behramji Homji
were freight brokers for ships. &

Dadysett was a well-known
merchant, owner of
ships and a jagirdar
(landlord). A freight
broker for commercil
vessels that came from
the UK, he is mentioned
in Britain's Celebrities
ofthe Ageas: “The greal
Dadyseu, the first Parsi
1o establish the native
trade of Bombay with
England.”

He owned five ships.
They were:  Shah
Ardeshir, 339 wons; King
George. 1,022 1ons;
Friendship, 872 wons; Brig William, 390
tons and David Scorr, 350 1ons. He car-
ricd on extensive trade with Europe and
China. As a banker Dadysett was widely
known and mentioned in several mem-
oirs of the time (e.g. Admiral Carden’s
autobiography, pg 190, Hove's tours in
Gujaral. ¢ic). The Bombay directory ad
calendar for 1793 printed by Joseph
Bumes mentions his name as one of the
six Parsi sharcholders in the Insurance
Society which insured goods of English
businessmen, Each share was worth Rs
20,0040,
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In 1776 Dadyseu set up a “screw”
{or pressing cotton bales at Apollo Street.
On Sepiember 29, 1783, he established
the first atash behram in Bombay. In
1790, during the famine in Gujarat,
along with other Parsi sethiar he fed
thousands of destitute migrants who
came o Bombay for 10 months.

He built a dokhma st Walkeshwar on

his own land and had it conse-
crated on April 22, 1798,

He was a trustee of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet.
A leuer dated March 16,
1787, addressed 10 him
by the then governor of
Bombay, says: “l now
send you the power [or
holding the committee of

Daelvsenr Atash Behram with founder
Dl (Mata) Dadvsent (inser)

12 out of 24 persons as the Panchat or
assembly of the Parsi caste. You will
make the same known in the general
assembly and act therein agrecably to
the rules of your caste; doing strict
justice to all partics without fear or
affection 1o anyone.
I am,
Your friend and well-wisher
R. H. Boddam™

One of the religious duties of a Zoro-

astrian is 10 observe gahambars or sea-
sonal feasts. On the day the Dadysett
Atash Behram was consecrated,
Dadyseu organized a communily feast.
Since then every vear he organized six
gahambars which served as communily
zet-togethers.

Dadysen had the Persian Revayvars
translated into Gujarati by Ervad
Minocher Behram Minocher Homji, a
resident of Navsari. This book was writ-
ten in Samvat 1828, ie. 1772 AC. In
1796 he established a school for teach-
ing Zend Avesta in Pitha Moholla in
Fort, Bombay.

Dossabhoy F. Karaka writes aboul
Dadysett in his book The History af the
Pearsees: “He was a man of greal sim-

plicity of character, remarkable good

nature and unbounded
benevolence. He was
one of the most opulent
and influential Parsis of
the time.”

Two hundred years
ago Parsis lived amica-
bly with people of other
communities, just as
they live now. The Parsis
and Hindus were fond of
cach other. Dadyseu
owned about 235,000
square yards of land on
the seafront opposile
Mahalaxmi Hill. He
gave this land frec to the Hindus for
building their seven emples and 19
dharamshalas. These temples are:
Mahalaxmi  Mandir, Dhackjee
Dadajee’s Dhakleshwar shrine, Kalika
Devi shrine, Udasi Bawa shrine, Anand-
ji Mistry shrine, Ramchand Bhashan-
kar shrine and the Vithoba Kanji
shrine.

According to Ratanji Faramji Vachha
of Mumbaing Bahar, Dadyset’s wealth
amounted 10 Rs 30 lakhs, and his chari-
ties 1o a minimum of Bs 10 lakhs (a
today's rate this figure would equal
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GLOBE
THEATRES
Pvt Ltd

Established
April 3, 1915
Pioneers of Show

Business in India for
the last 84 years
We rededicate
ourselves to the ideals
we have cherished and
practised all along --
namefy to show

NOTHING BUT
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number of Patrons
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The Daedvsent dokhme ar Walkeshwar,
now in disuse

several crores of rupees). This philan-
thropic Parsi Zoroastrian gave lreely
one-third of his wealth for religious and
charitable activities. His grealness lies
in his humility. There is no tablet or
plaque in the atash behram built by him.
This shows that he had no craze for
name and fame unlike most people who
donate money and want their names
engraved i gold.

In his will dated August 21, 1794 he
advised his son 1o live harmoniously
with others: Be Kind and loving to your
fellowmen. Even if some were o do
evil, you be good to them,

This friend of the poor gave gener-
ously so that people benefitted not just
for years or decades. but for several
gencrations,

HOMI

& Company
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Contact Lens Clinic

Authorised dealers
of Bausch and Lomb
Raybans and soft
contact lenses and
solutions. Varieties of
frames, lenses -- CR39
plastic multifocals,
photochromatics
tinted -- high index
and UV for ultra
violet protection from
computer glare.

For complete
eye-care, a
trusted name for
over 50 years.

Only at

Grant Rd; tel 3823980
Peddar Rd; tel 3861073
Girgaum Rd; tel 3873629
3823564
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BUSINESS

Tata trends

The spilly, new 20,000 sq [t shop sirate-
acally situated on Hughes Road insouth
Bombay seeks 1o provide a different,
clegant shopping experience to India’s
burgeoning middle class, accustomed 1o
battling its way in bustling, overcrowded

markel places. Designed on the lines of

international stores like Marks & Spen-
cers, Tata’s new enterprise, Wesiside,
has plush interiors designed by Talau
and Panthaky Associated Private Lim-
ited and stands an the place TELCO
(Tata Engineering and Locomolive
Company Limited) dealer United Mo-
tors had its showroom.

Westside, launched by TRENT (Tata
Retul Enterprise) alintle over a year ago,
now has lifestyle stores in Bangalore,
Madrasand Hyderabad and aims to project
its Bombay unit as its “fagship swore.”
according toa publicity handout. TRENT,
awholly-owned subsidiary of Lakme Lim-
ited, bought over Littlewoods Interna-
tional which had one store in Bangalore,
revamped and re-launched it as Westside.

The company promotes its in-house
label. Westside. “We are not aiming to
compete with any established market
brands in India. Our objective is o cre-
ate new choices for the customer who
previously did not have access 1o inier-
national retailing,” stated Simone Tata,
chairman of Lakme Limited. “Al
Westside we are more product driven;
there's acertain exclusiveness but not al
ahigh price... Young people won't have

153 Parsiana July-August 1999

toask friends and familiesw send elothes
fromabroad,” Noel Tata, the company s
managing director, is reporied 1o have
told a reporter of Swirday Mid-Bay.
First into the entrance at the Bombay
store is the “Lady at Westside,” with its
colorful racks displaying skirts, blouses,
trousers, chinos, ete standing alongside
salwar kameezes in mangalkari cot-
tons, printed georzettes and sand crepe.
Lingerie and versatile nightwear,

jewellery, cosmetics and handbags ca-

ter W current fashion needs. The mens-
wear range includes formal and casual
wear, withthe Stone River Classics secek-
ing to entice the trendy teenager.
Pervading the mid-scction ol the store
15 the wempting aroma of Ireshly brew-
ing collee, withthe sell-service caletaria
replenishing the energies ol enthusiastic
shoppers! The bright children’s section
has garments, solt woys, eie lor the new-
born 10 the |2-vear-old. The *Home
Beautilul’ depariment showeases, onthe
lines of stores in the West, flowery lable
and bed linen, Kitchenware, crockery
and hathroom: aceessories, the "Gilt
Shop” houses arange ol affordable gifis,
“We are trving to look at the middle to
upper middle class... We will cater o the

top end also... Therefore the pricing is
under comtrol,” Ajay Mehra, the vice
president of Trent Limited 1old the Af-
terneem Desparel and Conrier of May
6, "99, adding that the company will
apen onc or two more stores in Bombay
by the end of the year, bringing their

total to six, with further expansion all
over India.

Award-winning hotelier

Jehangir J. Ghadiali, general manager
ol the Welcomgroup Mughal Sheraton
Hotel in Agra, has won the “General
Manager of the Year-Luxury Hotel,
1998" award instituied by the Hotel and
Food Service Review. "We the Zoroas-
trians of Agra comprise just 25 mem-
bers and an achievement by any one of
us 15 a matter of grea pride forall of us,”
states the presi-
dent of the Agra
Parsi Anjuman
Hosang Debara,
forwarding a

write-up of
Ghadiali’s achie-
vemenls,

The award isa
national one and SRS Y
this year's panel Ghadiali: Agra
ol jurists con- Puarsis’ pride
sisted of Homi
Aibara of Mahajan and Adbara, leading
consultants from Bombay who were
appointed 1o conduct the evaluation,
WVijay Thacker, a Bombay-based man-
agement consultam, Rajiv Chopra, se-
nior hotel consultant and Arnaud Kindr,
India head of the Accor group of hotels.

Forty-two-year-old Ghadiali heads
a staff of about 550 people at the five-
star deluxe, 300-room Hotel sprawling
over an estate of 30 acres which in-
cludes, among its other five-star facili-
tics, kennels for thoroughbred dogs!
With his razor sharp memory, Ghadiali
can address all his stalf members by
name, writes Debara, besides knowing
in most cases the names of members of
their families and the class in which
their children are studying. Ghadiali is
also the secretary of the Tourism Guild
of Agra.

With the Welcomgroup since 1979,
Ghadiali’s lirst assignment as general
manager ok him to Port Blair in the
Andaman Islands, where the Welcom-
group Bay [sland Hotel he headed won
an international award from British Air-
ways for promoting cco-lriendly tour-
ism. He has been on training stints with
the Sheraton group in London and New

Westside: new choices for the
custoner



York and has also attended a course lor
general managers at Cornell Univer-
sity. Ghadiali, whose interests include
wild life, photography and reading, re-
sides in Agrawith wife Vandana, daugh-
ter Vera and son Manek.

Ro-Ro’s reach

“Nobody feels the need o reach out 1o
me because I've reached out 1o them
already!” declares marketing man Rusy
5. Shrolf, explaining his philosophy ol
life. The gregarious individual behind
Ro-Ro's Market Reach, ShrolT left the
security of a job in 1. K. Ansell Limited
(part of the Raymond group) lastyear to
start his own new markeling service,
providing corporate houses, clubs, res-
taurants, institutions and houscholds m
Bombay with their productrequirements,
delivered 1o their doorstep al no extra
charge subject 10 a minimum delivery
order.

“My main focus is to offer rock bot-
tom prices, along withquality and prompt
service,” he asserts, Currently counting
among his customers large shipping
companies such as P & O Nedlloyd
(India) Limited and Maersk India Lim-
ited, banks like Crédit Agricole Indo-
Sucz and Bank of Tokyo/Mitsubishi,

ete, Shrofl supplies mineral water, toi-

letries, detergents and other products

they routinely require. Shroff also sup-
plies the snacks, salads, desseris. ele
corporate houses need lortheir ; .
training programs, clc. y
The food market in BB
Bombay, states ShrolT, is un-
believably big and his “sheer

up with talented individuals

like Rishad Suntook who |
makes aselect variety of fresh

pastas withnocoloring or pre-

with her choice of cakes,
brownics., mousses,

Gulshan Marfatia’s variety of
chocolates, Hema Aref”s chicken liver
don Bleu cooks in Bombay but they
lack the marketing thrust 1o promole
their product. which 1 can provide,"” he
claborates. Piloo Vakil and her two
Shroff, of Viex Enterprises tied up with
Shroll to market their range of deter-
gents under the brand name Sudsy.
Visualizers Daisy Sidhwa and Shireen

board meetings, conferences,

love for food™ led him w e &
servatives, Zarine Kotwal

paté, ete. “There are a number of Cor-
daughters, Shireen Vakil and Tanaz
Kapadia assisted Shrofl in designing

Shroff: exrending
ele, marker reach

alractive packaging and creating Ro-
Ro's image.

“In my earlier job, I was experienc-
ing what you might call the ‘middle

Ly management squeeze.” |

could not see what [expected
1o see (in the form of career
advancement). There were
phenomenal advantages —
I was travelling all over In-
- dia as assistant brand man-
ager for the Kama Sutra
- brand of premium condoms.
I had independence in brand
creation and liaising with ad-
verlising agencies, ete,” but
there was, he felt, a need for
change. Moneywise too, he
believes he has benefitted in
his new business, though he ook the
plunge at atime when the economy was
in a downswing! “OFf course there are
days of dullness and drops, but I am
now beginning to reap the fruits of my
labor. Corporates are my bread and
butter. but it has been the individual,
particularly Parsi householders, who
encouraged me in the initial days and
who by word of mouth helped me to
make il to the corporate customer.”™
ShrofT's varied interests include the-

Weth Best Compliments From

ORO GARMENT
PRIVATE LIMITED

(An Eligible Export House Recognised by the Govt. of India)

Manufacturers and Exporters of
Readymade Garments, Made-Ups & Fabrics
Address: C-3, Industrial Estate, Ambattur, Chennai 600058

Phone: 0091-44-6252416/6252497/6256215 Fax: (0091) 44-6257789
E-Mail: mogrelia@giasmdO1.vsnl.net.in
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PROTECTION & INTELLIGENCE SERVICES

Security-Manpower Consultants * Armed/Personal Bodyguards * Cash/Cargo Escorts
* Kennel Squad * Recovery Agents
250, 3/2, Bazar Gate Street, Fort, Bombay 400001 Tel: 2621281, 2611926

AHUR-EST
H. P. A. Enterprises

Realtors & Developers
(Reqd. Old Bungalow/Plots for Purchase/Development at Pune) Tel: (020) 631963-2696999

Contact: A. D P. Hataria
“Fedenal Thrade Agencies”

250, 1/1, Perin Nariman Street, Fort, Bombay 400001 Tel: 2621281, 2611926, 2617331, 2696999

Pune: B. P. Consultancy Services
Sterling Center, Main Street, Pune 411001, Tel: 631963
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With Best Compliments

Cashew Macroons
Khari Puff Biscuit
Nankhatai

Methi Biscuit

Fig-8 Biscuit
Sweet Biscuits

BAMERS & CONFECTIONERS

Ms Dotivala Enterprise Mis C. 5. M. Enterprise
Ardeshar Kotwal Rd, Makkai Bridge, Nanpura, Surat H-19, Parle Point Place, Ghoddod Road, Surat
Tel (0) 475027 (R) 222705, 222942 Tel 227404
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Rusy J. Kapadia (center), managing director of White Clowd Filter Pads
Private Limited, Poona, receives the (SO 9002: 1994 centificate for conforming
1o the quality sysiem standard in the manufacture and supply of paper filter
pads, from Col R. M. Bedi (rerd), lead anditor of Der Norske Veritas of The
Netherlands. At far left is director Pervine Kapadia.

ater and music. He joined the Paranjoti
Choir under Coomi Wadia way back in
1984, “In 1989, we made a world tour
covering Japan, USA and Europe. | re-
member in Los Angeles (LA) we sang on
*ateti day for a large audience of Parsis
who had come not only from LA but from

THE
ZOROASTRIAN
PILGRIM’S
GUIDE
by
Marzban J. Giara

A comprehensive handbook
of all Zoroastrian places of
worship, dharamshalas,
sanatoria around the world.
Price Rs 150/- postage
extra.

For the finest literature
on Zoroastrianism,
Parsi history, research
services contact:
Marzban J. Giara
Dhunmai Building
667, Lady Jehangir Road
Dadar, Mumbai 400014

Tel: 4166204
E-mail: giara@bom3.vsnl.nelin
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San Diego and San Francisco 1o hear us!”
he recollects. His music wours, he savs,
have won him many acquaintances all
over the world, with one of his German
friendsespecially Mying downto Bombay
last year 10 visit Shroffs dying mother
who unfortunately passed away just be-
tore he arrived.

*1 also love acting, and it was
Noshirwan Jehangir who put me on the
public stage for the first time when [
was o schoolboy in Campion when he
gave me one of the lead singing roles in
the musical extravaganza Pippin,” he
recalls. He has acted in Janak Toprani’s
Canse Célébre and Hima Devi's Go
Back for Murder, he reminisces, adding
that his cxperience in theater and art
helps to bring out creative talent in
marketing as well. A first class student
through ICSE and HSC, Shrofl won a
state scholarship for his BCom studies.
“I did three years of articleship with the
well-known chartered accountants lirm
of P. C. Hansotia and Company, but 1

wasn't cut out for accountancy!™ he-

opines. When Raymonds selected him
during theirall-India management train-
ing program, the interviewers were in
no doubt that they Tound him to be not
a finance but a marketing man! Having
found his métier, Shrofl says he now
wanls 1o innovale, 1o tie up with more
and more individuals 1o distribute a
wider range of products to houscholds
and corporates. Just dial 2024988 for
Shrolf e reach out o you.

Web way

Hyderabad-based computer engineers
Dadi R. Bhote and Viral Kalyaniwalla
have designed and produced the
country’s. lirst Internet access device
for 1elevision, reports Business India,
June 14-27, 1999, Named Eye-Net, the
digital set-top box comes with a remote
control keyboard which can be used
even as far as 20 meters away. “We
think the product has a mind-boggling
market since it is available at a 10th of
the price ol a computer,” Bhote told the
magazine.

Launched by Hyderabad-based Kayz
Distech Private Limited, Eye-Net is
priced at Rs 14,500 and includes 25
hours of Internet access [rom Salyam
Infoway. “Eye-Nel's greatest advan-
tage is its ease of use. One need not be
conversant with a computer to use the
product,” a vice president of Salyam
Infoway is reported 1o have siated. The
product has been designed to suit the
Indian environment, *Most of the for-
cign products work on dedicated ISPs
{Internet Service Provider). Ours had o
be independent of the ISP so that i
could be used for a VSNL (Videsh
Sanchar Nigam Limited), MTNL
(Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited)
or Satyam connection,” asserted Kalya-
niwalla. Eye-Net has a number of ports
through which it can be connected to a
telephone, video.

Presently assembled in Singapore,
the company plans a large investment
six months hence Lo go inlo an assem-
bly line for 35,000 set-top hoxes an-
nually. “Once we get cconomies ol
scale we can begin manufacturing in
our present facilities where we are
already making circuit boards,” stated
Kalyaniwalla. According to Bhote,
the response from smaller towns like
Ludhiana, Bhopal, Coimbatore, etc
has been encouraging: “They are not
used to computers and do not need its
sophistication. The price also secems
to be a key factor prompting pur-
chase.”

Besides the houschold customer, the
company has targeted schools, hotels,
libraries, elc as prospective purchasers.
“Every primary center in the taluk or
mandal has a television and telephone
line. This eliminates the cost of buying
and maintaining a computer and 1s refa-
tively maintenance free,” Kalyaniwalla
told Business India.

Compiled by Hilla P. Guisder
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DANCE

To advance 1n dance

Classical Indian

Jeroo Chavda Khambatta

“Aap kaisé hai? Tombhi kashé aaher?
Teame kém chle? How are you?” We
hear this refrain over and over again as
though there is some multilingual class
in progress. Seen in action are the pri-
mary students at Nritya Jyoti, the school
of Indian dance founded by Khurshid
Chavda 50 yewrs ago al their lerrace
studio” at Master Chambers (behind
Metro cinema) and now run jointly with
her daughier Jeroo Chavda Khambana.

The children are practising the three-

beat di-di-thei. one of the basic steps of

Bharat Natyam, but instead of repeating
the monotonous di-di-thai, Khambatia
has introduced the four-language varia-
tion of *How are you™ The first time the
query is posed in the national language,
Hindi. as we are Indians. Staying in
Bombay. Maharashira, the next time the
intonation is in Maraihi. Since the ma-
Jority of the children have Gujarau as
their mothertongue, the third time around
this language is used. And as the medium
of instruction for all these youngsters is
English, this language 100 is incorpo-
rated, Khambatta explains the rationale.
“When made 1o say things, it brings
about a sense of participation. They Tor-
gel about their inhibitions when concen-
trating on both things (their hand-leg
movements and speech)” Khambatta
has noticed.

*l see a dance class as personality
development,” declares Khambatta.
“There is an integration of disciplines
because Indian dancing has a lot of act-
ing and miming. (Plus), you must know
music, when the beat ends and when the
line staris. Unfortunately the parents 1o-
day want everything instantancously.”
They expect their children 10 become
star perlormers overnight and unlessthey
have studied some classical arl form
themselves they do not understand the
depth and training required, points oul
Khambatta who has had art in her zenes
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dances need avenues
for promotion, avers

Parinaz M. Gandhi

as also her immedi-

ate environment, her mother
having achieved fame as a
dancer as one ol the celebrated
Wajildar sisters and her lae [a-
ther Shiavax Chavda being a
reputed artist on the Indian [ir-
mament.

Soon thereafter we see the
pre-primary girls enacting
their nursery rhvmes while
standing on one ool No,
this is net a punishment but
practice in balancing.
Khambatta hersell has o do
alot of balancing 1o, In addi-
tion 0o conducting bi-weckly
classesat Nrityadyoti she alsoteaches
al Nritya Manjari, the dance class
started by her mother’s sister Shirin
Vajifdar m Culfe Parade. Then, she
lectures om Indian dance ot the Nirmala
Niketan College. All this in addition 10
pursuing her own career as i performing
arliste.

At the Feafma-Miss India 1999 show
carly this year in Poona, Khambatta led
i six-member troupe of dancers W per-
form o 15-minule interlude which was
envisaged as an Indo-West [usion. While
her artistes performed dances mainly in
the Oihissi style they had o synchronize
their movements with the male jazz danc-
ers of Mahesh Mahbooban’s troupe,
Hemant Trivedi, the consultant-director
ol the show found this presentation “fan-
tastic,” says Khambatta, “This item (at
the pageant) stood out because of its
uniquencss although in the coverage by
Doordarshan it was hacked (o death.”
Apparently one ol the crancs Tor the
lights was not working which meant that
half of the 150 11t wide, 100 11 deep stage
wits nol covercd,

Among her performances abroad, she
has very happy memorics of being the
first artiste from this country selected 10

" promote the Indian Food
Festival in Dubai. For two
months she had 1o stage
dances every night and as
is her style, before each
rendition, she explained
the theme and the corre-
sponding hand gestures.
realizing that the audience
would not otherwise un-
derstand the intricacies. In
Bahrainshe felt the crowd
was very hungry for clas-
sical Indian fare.” Her ex-
planation that Odissi was
practised as an “avenue o
give venl lo the divine
longing of an individual
soul for sublimation™ was
quoted in the Khaleej
Times which gave her a
rave review. In Bulgaria too she had
promoted the Indian Food Festival for
two months,

When sailing up the Rhine from Co-
logne in Germany Khambatta had to per-
lorm Bharat Natyam and Odissi numbers
for the guests as their ship passed through
live countries in 1994, This was in addi-
tion to the modelling shows for
Burlingtons choreographed by Jeannie
Maoroji in which she featured regularly.
In the India Book House published coffee
table brochure India Calling depicting
the life and cultwre of this country. it was
onee again Khambaua's face which was
chosen to represent the quintessential
Indian woman on the cover,

Alter her stay in Antwerp, Belgium
where she conducted a two-month work-
shop in folk dance for those aged 15 and
above, giving the participants three hours
of rigorous training in the morming and
three inthe evening eachday, the danseuse
was offered a work permil 1o stay there
which she declined. “1 don’t think I could
ever live abroad,” she says although she
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Through facial
expressions, hand and
leg coordination,
Khambatta conveys the
different moods of the
Bharat Natyam and
Cdissi dance styles
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“You are never too
old to dance. You have to be
a beginner at some point”

at the Alliance Francaise and
German at the Max Mueller
Bhavan. “I've always lelt the
vibrancy, the spontancity, the
warmth is missing in their atmosphere;
there is something lacking emotionally.”

Her shows in India have been per-
formed before appreciative local and
foreign audiences. “Tall, beauwtifully
formed, with a grasp of Bharmt Natyam
tar above others of her generation,” com-
mended dance crtic Hima Devi, “Sur-
rounded from her childhood by dancers
and the dance, she has naturally absorbed
from this atmosphere around her the
essence of the classical schools. The
tragedy lies in the fact that Indians in
urban Bombay are not alive 1o the rea-
surg we have in our cultural hentage,”
continued the article.

“We have o break the mindset that
everything classical is boring which can-
not be enjoyed.” points out Khambatia.
Realizing that the South Indian languages
in which most Bharat Natyam numbers
are performed may not be comprehen-
sible 1o the layman, she is endeavoring 1o
present her dances in languages which
are understood. Khambaua has expen-
mented with shlokas in Sanskrit and
bhajans in English. "My lorte is choreog-
raphy which is very creative,” she had
conveved in an earlier interview. [ study
the music and if'Tam moved by i, [setthe
dance to it. Why should one be limited by
traditional songs?”

In fact she has even chorcographed o
dance in classical swyle for the Kor ladki
fieri song from the Yash Chopra musical
hit £l rer Pagal Hei. For those who may
have seen the rendition on the screen,
Khambaua's composition would look
quite alien. As Khambattia sees i, In
Jazs dancing (which is in vogue on the
Hindi movie scenc and popular in
Bombay because of its keep trim credo)
the movemenis are more uninhibited,”
observes Khambatta, “They can do so
much more, il only that pelvic thrust™
would be eliminated. With classical
dances. one has to be very conscious of
the framework. Acslight change in goit or
posture or limb movement and one can

|

\

has some knowledge ol forcign
languages having studied French W
il
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casily impinge on any one of the seven
classical sivles: Bharat Natyam,
Kuchipudi, Odissi. Mohim Anam,
Kathakali, Manipuri and Kathak.

Unless schools and the TV promote
them, classical dances will slowly but
surely die, believes Khambatta. Classi-
cal music enters the home much more
casily than dance, she points oul, criti-
cal of Doordarshan’s policy of reserv-
ing the occasional 11.30 pom. slot Tor
such programs. Many schools may in-
sist that they have no budget or no time
for dance periods. Khambata though
maintains that this exposure can he
worked in subtly. combining it with
their music period perhaps 1o give the
children a chanee 10 decide for them-
seives whether they wish Lo pursue fur-
ther training in this art.

AL her dance classes. Khambatta wel-
comes students aged three-and-a-half
upwards. Y ouare never oo old todance.
You have o be a beginner at some point,”
she ells many mothers who say “Mané

shiskvane b shouk hate (ve always.

longed 1o learn Indian dancing).” “Ad
least give voursell a chance; doit for yvour
own satisfaction,” she convinees them.,
Even il you don’t have the necessary
aptitude, i the interest is there and the
student s willing 1o put in the elfon, a
new dancer may emerge on the horizon,
she 15 convineed, The sense of timing or
rel 15 something you have (o be bom
with but even if that 15 missing she does
not dissuade students so long as they are

enjoying their dance. She endeavors 1o
ereate an clement of fun while teaching
classical dance so that the students feel
lree o express themselves. “lalso have o
enjoy mysell whilst teaching,” she gives
her dimpled smile.

When asked how the Parsi commu-
nity reacts 1o her doing raditional dance,
she had earlier responded, *Our commu-
nity is known for being Anglicized but
they are proud of my achievements and
pleasanly surprised.” Bul sometimes she
15 not sure whether the Parsi label which
she is bom and stuck with deters mem-
bers of other communities from taking
her dancing seriously, from doubting her
credentials, 1 don’t advertize myself,”
says Khambatta who alter completing
her schooling from The Alexandra Girls
English Institwtion had intally jomned
the J. 1. School of Art to study textile
designing and left the course within afew
months when she learnt that the Bombay
University was offering a degree course
in Bharat Natyam. She is now a double
graduate, Bachelorof Fine Ants and Bach-
clor of Arts from the Bombay University,
She was trained in Bharat Natyam by her
mother and aunt before she qualified for
admission 1o the University. Her groom-
ing in Odissi was at the hands or rather the
feet of Natbar Maharana and Kelucharan
Mahapata. Since she was three-and-a-
hall, she has been happily performing on
stage, lirst with the group shows pre-
sented by Nritya Jyoti biennially. then
giving solo shows and now presenting
itlems with her students.

In March 1999 Khambatta was in-
vited to perform with her troupe for the
Mavrore Dhamaka at Allbless Baug. Al-
though last year they had rendered items
at Cama Baug as part of the Navroze
Dhamaka, this year she had to wm down
the offer due 1o prior commitments,
Among the other Parsis who are into
classical Indian dancing are Hosi Mulla,
Mani Mulla, Rohinton Cama and
Khurshid Irani. the latter two having
settled abroad.

“Every moment of your life should be
a prayer,” says Khambatta who does not
feel the need 1o frequent fire-temples
regularly or wear the sudreh-kusti which
are “just material symbols. Love and
consideration should be the main prayer
and being mentally vigilant at every in-
stant” 1s more important o her. Children
of intercommunily marriages should be
given the option to follow the religion of
their choice, she believes,viewing the
Judaic law which permits such children
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to follow their mother’s religion as more
practical. Staying in close proximity 1o
Bombay's Doongerwadi with her hus-
band Noshir, a stock broker who runs
Khambatta  Sccurities  Limited,
Khambatta views dokhmenashini as the
most environment-friendly mode of dis-
posing the dead. If any organ from the
deceased can be of use to another, she
would favor donating it rather than being
sentimental.

The pra; matie danseuse is willing 1o
adapt 1o a changing scenario. While
originally dance programs were per-
formed 10 the accompaniment of live
music, today she has to settle for prere-
corded music. “Half the lime organiz-
ers of different shows want you (o per-
lorm for free, and very often their open-
ing line is that they have no budget or
only a token amount o offer.” she re-
veals. Artistes also have to earn a liv-
ing. declares Khambatta, and since not
everyone can become a star or a slage
performer, the next best option for them
is 10 teach dancing and in this their
elforts to preserve India’s heritage need
to be commended. 1s there then a future
for Indian dancers? “Yes, definitely,”
says Khambatta, "if there is sufficient
exposure, propagation and promotion.”
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HOBBIES

The tricks of the trade

As both Pearl and father Mhelly Bhumgara participate in the same magic
conventions, they share the prizes in different events

She wants the colorful scarl her father is
wearing around his neck imexchange for
her black one. She tries pleading and
cajoling but 1o no avail. So what docs
she do when he doesn’toblige? She uses

Parinaz M. Gandhi

another competition in Udupi where
shie was placed against her Gather, it was
Pearl who was declared the winner.
And what was Mhelly's reaction 1o
that? “Sce what a good eacher T am!™

the resources at her com-
mand and pronto her scarf
changes color while the
one worn by her father
turns hlack.

In real life. Pearl, the
[0-year-old magician
girl. may not have such
control over her father
Mhelly Bhumgara but
while she is on stage she
enjoys doing such acts o
the bemusement of the
audience. “First she used
1o assist daddy at his

P
THE WAGICIAN GIRL

Pearl has learnt the
tricks of the trade lrom
Mhelly who has nurtured
a4 major interest in magic
as a hobby since his col-
lege davs in Caleutta con-
vinced that il you take
money vou lose the love
for magi Besides
magic, he is also known o
be atalented musician and
carpenter. “Actually my
lirst trick was taught by
my mummy. My daddy
thought 1 was oo young

zic.

o

magic shows. Then daddy staried assist-
ing her during her performances. And
now she prefers 1o be on stage alone,”
explains Pearl’s mother Kaizad who
takes pride in the dual accomplishments
of her husband and daughter. In 19949
while Mhelly won the [irst prize and
Bharucha Rolling Trophy [ Parsiena had
done an article on Rutton Bharucha
when he won the Merlin Excaliber
Award (sce “What's up his sleeve?”
February-March 1997)] at the competi-
tion organized by the Society of Indhan
Magicians in Bombay, Pearl won the
first prize in the junior scciion,

Al a competition in Trivandrum,
Pearl was the only participant 1o com-
pete inall the three categories — close-
up (which requires performance atclose
quarters before a small audience). con-
juring (where things are made 10 appear
from nothing ) and table hopping (show-
ing tricks using the artefacts available
with the audience and some other trivia
that can be carried on person). While
Pearl won prizes in the closc-up and
conjuring events, in the more difficult
table hopping event it was Mhelly who
walked away with the prize. AL yet
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o learn.” says Pearl. As she was per-
lecting the art of pulling out coins rom
a Thums Up bottle, the family decided
that for her fifth birthday party, as a
surprise item, Pearl would demonsirale
some tricks o the guests. :

When she was six-and-a-halfl, the
parents decided o expose her (o the
competitive world of magic by making
her participate at the Bombay conven-
tion of the Society of Indian Magicians
where she won the first prize among the
Juniors and a consolation prize when
competing with seniors. The last=-minute
decision wcompete with adulis required
her to learn paper magic which was then
alien o her. recalls her mother. Sceing
her exhausted alter her first day’s in-
volvement they did not try teaching her
anything new that might. Early next
morning she was imbiated into this new
cralt by her father and they were perfect-
ing that art ¢ven during their car ride en
route o the destination, Pearl explains
how, with paper. she showed that she
wits inlo i bad habit of drinking tea and
tricd 1o overcome it gradually. She re-
moved the *h° Trom ‘habit’ but “a bit’
still remained: she dismissed "2 but a

*bit" persisted; she got rid of *b" even
then *it" remained; she then rejected i
but the “t* was a fixture!

How long does it take Pearl to learmn a
new trick? “About half an hour,” she
savs. She does not elaborate though on
the hours of practice she has to put in
with her father to perfect the art, when
mummy's presence in the room is &
must oo to officiatle as arbitrator, As
Kaizad explains, “She makes it sound
simple but actually it takes time o mas-
ter the intricacies. Her daddy makes her
stand in front of a mirror to explain the
movements and the poise and the angle
she should maintain™ so that she does
not divulge her secrets. As notes Pearl's
paternal grandmaother Dolly Bhumgara,
fame and success followed “long hours
ol hard work, perseverance, a few tears
and 2 lot of heartburn, Heartburn as she
waiched her friends playing memly
outside while she was confined to a
room practicing trick after trick, act af-
ter act, word alter word, over and over
again till she reached the perfection that
raised her on the pedestal she is pres-
ently on.”

Was Pearl keen to learmn magic or
wis she coaxed into it? Ever since she
was two-and-a-half and had won the
[irst prize as amagician in a fancy dress
competition she had assumed that she
would be able 1o don the magician’s
robes in real life o, reveals Kaizad. Al
one international convention of magi-
cians, Kaizad remembers Pearl, then

. four years old, looking at the different

acts with rapt altention late into the night
while many other older children in that
hall had already dozed off.

She is ever keen to learn new tricks
and is constantly pestering her Father
for more. Since both of them cannot
perform the same tricks at one meet, it
means Mhelly has to perpetually in-
crease his repertoire.

“She’s very intelligent but not dili-
gent,” opines Kaizad of her daughter,
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After learning a trick, you need Lo prac-
tice it for an hour for around 10 days to
perfect it, explains the mother who has
often to nag Pearl to complete her chores.
“Her friends at Godrej Baug (where she
resides) are the most important thing in
life for her...Her ace card though is thal
she's a bom performer,” states Kaizad,
adding, “Even if she makes a mistake.
she smiles so beautifully and covers il
up that no one would notice it.”

There is no knowing how many shows
she will perform in a month. In Decem-
ber 1998, she was entertaining audi-
ences almost every alternate day. Andin
the month of May 1999, she was per-
forming her first show on May 27, the
day following the interview with Par-
siana. How many times did she practice
for the 15-minute slot assigned 1o her
for the next day’s program? Three imes,
she candidly confesses. Whilst earlier
the bag was invariably packed by daddy
and the table too set up by him, now she
is relatively confident of handling both
these tasks by herself, although the

169 Parsiana Jul-Auguss 1999

setting up of the table itself takes nearly
hall an hour, often longer than the per-
formance. OF late, she has even made it
to some functions on her own when
mummy and daddy are not able to ac-
company her. Kaizad, being an air-
hostess with Air India, has to adhere 1o
her own flight schedule and Mhelly's
new responsibilities as general manager
of Samsara Shipping mean he has less
time to devote to the family which in-
cludes two-year-old daughter Zeenia.
Domestic matters then are left in the
capable hands of Pearl’s maternal grand-
mother Amy Gandevia.

Even when both the parents have
accompanied her there have been minor
mishaps along the way which have now
become family lore. At Udupi when
both Mhelly and Pearl were participat-
ing in one event, on reaching the venue,
Mhelly realized that Pearl’s stage cos-
tume had been lefi on the bed in the hotel
room. Kaizad had to dash back and
returned in time for Pearl to perform,
although not as the opening participant.

Pearl Blwemgara (left) and above with her family
Zeenia, Mhelly and Kaizad

Last December when Pearl was to per-
form at the Sophia College in Bombay,
they forgot to carry the ropes necessary
for one of her tricks. Mhelly was of the
opinion that she should improvise but
Pearl insisted on her familiar strings
from home. So again mummy had to
make a quick journey. “Once on stage
she seemed in total command,” unfazed
by the earlier commotion, points out the
mother.

A part of her performance is usually
set to music, calchy tunes like Barbie
Girl. Macarena, etc. The rest of the
show requires her to keep her audience
engaged in her patier as she relates “a
long tale of tails” whilst the toy mon-
keys perched on her wand lengthen or
shorten their tails depending on her nar-
ration. The lines for the pom-poms dan-
gling on different ends of the rod have
the audience in laughter too. She memo-
rizes the script which is the combined
effort of both her parents and sometimes
surprises her parents with her own im-
promptu delivery, bringing to the fore
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her magical touch,

"IN magic be entertanment, your
daughter was the most entertaining.”
Kaizad remembers the words of one of
the American judges at a competition in
Bangalore when little Pearl won a prize
against experienced adolescent partici-
pants. 1 is also at this competition tha
the parents learnt a lesson from their
daughter. She had won a cash award of
Rs 70000 anl this being her first carn-

shows. Now that she is promoted to the
filth standard at the Villa Theresa High
School, the academic pressures will be
even greater for young Pearl who last
year had often to complete her home-
work on the bus journey to school or
during the half hour before school com-
meneed.

Magic is only a hobby for Pearl whose
favorite subject at school is mathemat-
ics, She would like 1o be an air hostess

ing. her parenis felt
she had the right 1o
decide how tospend
it. expecting her o
squander it on her
Gavorile chewing
gum and other In-
volities. 1 want 10

“If magic be
entertainment, your
daughter was the
most entertaining”

when she grows up,
she declares whilst
happily chewing
zum and soothing
herrestless little sis-
ter. The free airtick-
els that the mother
gels enables the

give it lo the poor.” L—
she decided. Her parents explained that
she need not give the entire sum o the
poor. but she wis determined. the sight
ol poor children seraping food from a
dustbin . Kemp's Corner having re-
mained with her. Therealier the fanily
has maintamed the tradition of donal-
ing all her carnmings (she charges Rs
2,000 for magic shows that she per-
forms at birthday partics) o charitahle
causes. Thanks o her we have awealth
of Tricnds and well-wishers.,” says
Kaizad. Members of the Mobile Creche,
handicapped children. Three Cheers are
but some ol the organizations which
have gained from her support. Many
from the Zoroastrian communily may
have seen her in action at the Tenth All
India Youth Fest held in Bombay in
November 1996,

Pearl s community imvolvement in-
cludes participating in various activities
orsanized by the Godre) Baug Resi-
dents” Association: dance talent. sports,
praver ¢lasses. “She has the spirit 1o
win,” observes her mother relating how
she borrowed spikes from her lriend o
compete at the All Parsis Athletic meet
i 1999 even though she had never prac-
ticed inthem carlier. And o her mother's
surprise she won over those who had
been taking mhlenic coaching. She likes
o accompany her friends w the fire-
temple. reluses weat food until she has
tied her kusti, and always steps out of the
house with a praver on her lips. Yet her
maother is not sure whether she would
qualily as being religious!

She has recently staried o o for
Shinmak Davar's dance classcs, enjovs
swimming. skating and juggeling wiich
shie is trving 10 incorporate into her

family to make
quick trips to different destinations 1o
participate in magic shows. Just four
months back, during the three-und-a-
hall days they were at Dar es Salaam,
Pearl performed four magic shows, in-
cluding one Tor the local TV channel.
Recently, the Tamily received a letter
from a Japancse writer Mami Yamada
informing them that Pearl will feature
in her new book on south Indian magic
named The Mave Tree which is (o be
translated o English.

“She now needs 1o improve. She is
getting stagnant.” says the mother who
is “happy supporting and promoting
them.” While Pearl looks forward 1o
learning new tricks, she has decided her
shows would never involve doves for
she perceives that as an act of cruelty,
Her maxim an life is: “The more you
give, the more you get.” No wonder
then, her Favorite trick is the one where
she makes a candle appear from a scarl.
It would help her bring light into the
lives of others...

MATRIMONIAL

Parents of a slim, tall (53'7"),
31-year-old Parsi girl working as
a music teacher in a reputed
school seek matrimonial alliance
from a well-settled Parsi boy from
a respectable family.
Please reply with photograph
{returnable), bio-data and family
details to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Augf21-99)°
GPO Box 832, Bombay 400001
"Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the relerance number ciled here.
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Twin talent

Every ‘waugh' hashisday. Andericket’s
controversial Waugh twins have had
more than their share. Possibly, as a
happy result of being twins, they have
been more celebrated and criticized
than others, and written about doubly,
since every lime one is mentioned, the

y

Meher-Homji — tracing the Wangh
fwns” successes el srripgeles

other wo falls in the media glare,

Kersi Meher-Homji's new book. The
Wengeh Twing (Kangaroo Press, Ausira-
lizi, 1998, 142 pp, price not mentioned)
15 not the first book on the sports” best-
known twins sinee the Bedser brothers,
even il the blurb says so. There have
been others (by way of tour diarics,
especially), including a book Wangh
Declared by Mark Gaely, But Gately’s
work was published in 1992, And many
a Wangh-willow has been wielded since
then by the wins, Steve and Mark. and
many a record laid 1o rest.

Yet, it's not just the records Meher-
Homji's eighth book on cricket 15 con-
cerncd with. As in his seven earlier
works, he draws on history and histrion-
s, laced with wit and whisper, and
served with his inimitable style com-
bining pun and pizzazz. Even the chap-
ter headings here (“Gone with the
Windies,” "Oh Brother.,” *Woyg Twins’
World Cup”™) give an impression of the
author’s outwardly cavalier approach,
but in actual Fact, much like his sub-
jects, are aresult of a line control of the
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language and stylized strokes (1o bor-
row a cricketing phrase) to account lor
a ‘well-cralied’ work.

Mecher-Homiji's large-formatted, al-
maost colfee-tablebook-like volume con-
taining over 60 photographs, some from
the Waungh family album, traces the story
of the twins (Steve isolder than Mark by
four minutes, being born at 8.14 and
#.18 on the night of June 2, 1965). not
just from their infant days, but their
‘bloodling’ in sports. The twins® par-
ents, Beverley and Rodger Waugh were
outstanding tennis players, and their
parents 0o played a neal game of ten-
fiis, rugby and even cricket. How the
hoys grew through backyard battles and
carly successes and struggles to rise 10
the top at international level, scoring
between themselves together 28 centu-
ries and over 1100 runs in 181 Tests
{up 10 August 1, 1998}, forms the crust
ol the book.

Meher-Homiji's work abounds with
ancedotes, (ascinaling Irivia, asscss-
ments by peers and colleagues, 1o most
certainly rank not justas another cork-n-
willow tale, buta fine picce of ericketing
literature that should appeal to Waugh
[ans or ericket lovers all the world over.
As writes Bob Simpson in his foreword:
“As the book is by Kersi Mcher-Homji,
I know it will be accurate, honest and a
very good read.”

A good biography, o quote A, C.
Grayling, “requires the psychologist's
eye, the historian"s eye, and the novelist's
feel for narative.” Meher-Homji's work
reflects all these qualities, with the added
hounty of aresearch analyst’s skill, as he
weaves in masses of statistical facts and
ligures in the 107-page long narrative.
{Forthose whaolike their ligures straight,
there are 32 pages ol statistucs appended
1o the 1ext.)

A double life. blessed by the advan-
tage of having such a fine Boswell.

Homa J. Rogers

Conscientious captains
There could scarce be a better illusira-
tion of how hot a seal bemg India’s
cricket captain is than the fact thatin the
last 50 years ol independence, the coun-
try has had 23 Test cricket captains.
Partab Ramchand, a professional
sports journalist for nearly 30 years,
putstogether acompellingly written tale
Inelicin Cricker: The Caprains, Nayudu
1o Tendulkar [The Marine Sports Pub-

lishing Division, 63A Gokhale Road
{North), Dadar, Bombay 400028, 1999,
206 pp, Rs 195] of the risc-and- fall (and
occasional rise again) of the 23 men
who have led India into the field, in the
face of power politics and passions that
have exerted themselves from the ple-
beians to the parliamentanans,

The Captains is an extremely read-
able book, enveloping within its 193-
page-narrative crisp and comprehen-
sive accounts of various aspects of In-
dian ericket, and the men who led what
was often cuphemistically called a
“team.” onto the pitches from Australia
o Zimbabwe.

The book should be of interest, and
even pride, (o the Zoroasirian commu-
nity hecause two of these 23 men were
Parsis, and, as per the statistical records
(supplied by Rajneesh Gupta) appended.
are yet holders of the distinction of be-
ing amongst the most successful Indian
skippers with a success ratio of 50 per-
cent, surpassed only — possibly as a
result of the plethora of Tests played
after their departure from the cricketing
scene — by Mohammed Azharuddin
(52.70 percent) and Sunil Gavaskar
(51.60 percent), if one discounts Ravi
Shastri, who led India in only one Test
and won it. Interestingly, both Polly
Umrigar and Nari Contractor in chrono-
logical order, did not allow their batting
to suffer when they led the country, and
notched till their time the highest bat-

INDIAN CRICKET
THE CAPTAINS

Nayudu to Tendulkar
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ling averages as caplains ol 32.83 per-
cent and 29,16 percent respectively,
below only Vijay Hazare (41.18 per-
cent) and Hemu Adhikan, who like
Shastri, captained India only once. and
made 103 runs in that match thence an
average of 5150 percent)

Bul mere statistics apart. il is the
quatlity of these two players. especially
Pehlon (Polly) Ratanjee Umrigar, thin
places them in a ¢lass of their own.
Ramchand displays a particular shine
for Umrigar, who assumes througl his
writings an almost Hamlet-like tragic
proportion, as he recounts how Umrigar
L amdd again despite displaying s
captamey skill was denied, and even
ousted, from the ceown that should right-
fully have been his for more than the
mere eight Tests he led Indi into
“Umnigar was the nearest Indian cnickel
hised 1o oller as an example ol the perlect
gaptun...a captain who seemed bom to
lead Indian cricket o great achieve-
ments, o leader who combined deep
thinking and planning and analyzing
with imaginative and defl changes on
the spor. depending on the situation.”
Ramchand recalls how during that tur-
bulent period in the carly “50s when the
selectors expenmented withcaptaims and
teams, Umrngar led India in the lirst
(unofficial) Test (against the Silver Ju-
bilee Overseas Cricket team) and won
i, drew the second, and found himsell
“suddenly replaced™ for the rest of the
series. He achieved personal milestones
as well, such as scoring a record 223 a1
MNew Della inthe Dirst Test agamst New
Zealand in 1955-56. and bettering it by
ravaging 231 runs in the third a1 Madras,

The “chmax of the tragedy™ came,
as Ramehand tells it, when Umrigar,
denied the presence of another batsman
in the team in place of Vijay Manjrekar,
submitted his letter of resignation to the
Bouard, and “did not withdraw i, be-
cause he did not consider himselfin a i
state of mind 1o do justice to his duties as
captain” the next morning. afler 1t was
discussed. Rightfully. Ramchand is all
praise for such exemplary selllessness
where Umrigar placed the country’s
interest ahead of self-glory: and in the
process rung down the curtain on his
mascent carcer as captain, which he
could well have been till his retirement
from the game in 1962,

Strangely. an cqually tragic carcer,
though for different reasons. lay in store
for the other Zoroastrian cricketer and
Umrigar’s later-day contemporary.
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MNariman (Mari) Jehangir Contractor.
Contractor’s cricketing days almost
ended when he was felled by a nasty
delivery from Griffith, during a “colony®
same (not a Test, as somechow com-
monly believed) at Bridgetown againsi
Barbados, sandwiched between the sec-
ond and third Tests against the Wesl
Indies in 1962. The 28-year-old Con-
tractor, who had by then already led
Indiain 10 Tests, and by the end of the
series would have equaled Amarnath’s
record of having led India in most Tests
(15), found his career nipped. as he
battled between life and death Tor sev-
eral days. Itisto Contractor's
credit that despite a carcer
so dramatically and sadly
cut short (even as his best
vears as leader potentially
lay ahead of him), he made
a brave bid to stage a come-
back. opening the innings
for Gujarat in the Ranji Tro-
phy ‘63-'64 season (and
scoring a hundred), and
maintaining afine formeven
four years later, when by
hitting a century for West
Zone in the Duleep Trophy,
he staked a claim o be in-
cluded in the Indian team to
Australia, “He (Contractor)
remains one of the most
tragic hgures in the Indian
captaincy hierarchy.” writes
Ramchand, a statement that
almost seems an ¢cho of
Umrigar's chapter heading,
*“The tragic figure of Indian
caplaincy.”

It is clear from Ram-
chand s writings that despite
the sad overtones shading

them, two of his favorite PDinshaw: Irm;m.fmr
captains of the 23 w lead zing martiaf ars

India have both been Parsis.

If Umrigar is oft praised for his dell
managing of the team, and his cxem-
plary handling of bowling and ficld
placement. Contractor is lauded for his
humility and even while being a captain
learning “like a dedicated pupil from
the master” (Umrigar) or “consulting
him on the field.”

While summarizing the story ol In-
dian cricket captains Ramchand states:
“..if anything has come out ol this
narrative, it is that... the scemingly less
successful caplains — Nayudu,
Amarnath, Umrigar. Pataudi — emerge
sommewhere at the wp.”
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The Caprains is certainly a work that
itself emerzes at the op and should find
a place on any cricket lover’s bookshell,
even il it is too crowded with the plethora
of books on cricket released 1o coincide
with the World Cup craze. s insightiul
look and its racy journalistic style qualily
it for this position. H LR

A fine sequel

The Marine Sports, Bombay which
brought out Sensei Farokh Dinshaw’s
The Code of Bushido, introducing the
original oriental martial arts to India,
las now published in response o “an
extraordinary demand for a
sequel,” as claimed by the
author in the prologue. a
follow-up title, Bushi: The
Warrior,

The new book (1998,
122 pp. Rs 110} is the result
of several lectures, semi-
nars and demonstrations
presented by Dinshaw, a
qualificd martial artist and
litness instructor, who runs
a martial arts school, Com-
bat Center, a finess acad-
emy, Bodyline, and an ad-
venture camping institute,
Eco-venturers in Bombay.
The work elaborates on sev-
eral specialized training
techniques, many of which
are developed and im-
proved upon by Dinshaw.
The book also explains the
philosophy behind the vari-
ous martial arls and their
applications in daily hife.

Besides providing a
well-rounded curriculum
for those who are interested
in learning the martial arls,
the book also serves 1o dis-
pel popular myths and be-
licls associated with them. Amply illus-
trated with photographs and neat
sketches portraying the techniques in
sequential form, the book should find
{avor with anyonc interested in the mar-
tial arts and leaming them, A few chap-
ters on Reiki, Zen, and FAQs (Fre-
quently Asked Questions) should make
the work appealing to the lay reader as
well.

The book was recently released in
Bombay by Ramdeo Tyagi, former com-
missioner ol police, Bombay. H.LR
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A community contributes

The Parsis in Weslern India: 1818 to 1520
adiled by Nawaz B. Mody, Published in 1998
by Allied Publishers Limited, 15, J. M. Heredia
Road, Ballard Estate, Bombay 400038. Pp:
xxxii+288. Prica: Rs 280,

“Let no time be lost nor money be
spared in making Bombay as strong and
delensible as you can and 10 be
fitted with all convenicnces and
materials for building and re-
pairing of ships... land in that
place will certainly be worth
double what it is now when our
whole trade and shipping 15
entirely fixed to that place...”

Sowrote the directors of the
East India Company to ils
agents in Bombay on August 3,
1687, Research scholar and
director of the Prince of Wales
Museum Dr Kalpana Desai,
who quotes the letter in her paper titled
“The Role of Parsis in the urbanization
of Mumbai,” notes, "It would be no
exaggeration 1o say that the history of
the development of this city. in the 15th
and 19th centuries, 15 directly linked
with the history of the Dockyard headed
by the Wadia Master Builders... The
gems of Lowp Wadia and seven gen-
critions of his descendants, contributed
largely wthe development of the Dock-
yard.”

Desai’s was one of the 13 rescarch
papers presented at the two-day semi-
nar, “The contribution of the Parsi com-
munily 1o Western India between 1818
and 1920, jointly organized by the Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta 150th Birth Anni-
versary Celebrations Committee (Sir
PMBACC) and the Bombay Univer-
sity s department of civies and politics,
under the auspices of the Gulestan and
Rustom Billimoria Trust on Febhruary
15 and 16, 1997, Edited into this book
by Dr Nawaz Mody, Sir Pherozeshah
Mechta professor and head of the
University's department of civics and
politics as also secretary ol the Sir
PMBACC, they mark a serious attempl
at compiling lesser known facets ol
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Parsi contribution and s impact on
various aspects of the socio-politico-
cconomic scene, specilically in the
building of India’s Urbs Prima —
Bombay.

The seminar was organized in four
parts: “The role of Parsis in the national
movement and nation building™ in-
cluded papers by rescarch
scholar Dr Y. D. Phadke on
Behrampn Malabar as a social
reformer: Mody’s assessment
of Madame Bhikhaiji Cama as
a sentinel of liberty; amd first
baronet, Sir Jamsetjee Jejec-
bhoy s philanthropy and build-
ing ol social institutions by
the presudent of the Bombay
*arsi Association and chair-
man of the Sir 1. J. Dharam-
shala, Vispi Dastur,

The second part tracing Parsi
involvement in urhan development, trade
and industry received the contributions
of Dr Mani Kamerkar, lormer head of the
depariment of history at the 5. N, D. T,
Women's University on the maritime
trade; Dr Zenobia Shroff. reader in the
department of history at Elphinsione
College on Jegjeebhoy Dadabhoy and
the industrialization of Bombay; and
Desai on the urbanization of Bombay in
the 19 century.

The third part dealing with the
community’s contribution o Indian lit-
eratures and linguistics was addressed
by Dr Milufer Bharucha, professor of
English at the University of Bombay,
who assessed the involvement with lit-
crature and journalism: chartered ac-

countant Dr Firdaus Gandevia whao re- -

called the impact of India’s Oirst gradu-
ate Cornelia Sorahji and Dadar Athornan
Madressa principal Ervad (Dr) Ramiyar
Karanjia who traced the transition in
the study of Indo-Tranian linguages from
the traditional methods w0 scientilic
philology.

art four was concerned with the
[lm industry. theater and music with K.
R. Cama Oricntal Institute trustee-sec-
retary Homai Modi speaking of

Jamshedji Madan’s pionecring of the
film industry in India; Dr Gopal Shastri
who received his doctorate for his re-
scarch on Parsi theater sharing his
knowledge: renowned musicologist Dr
Sharatchandra Vishnu Gokhale speak-
ing on Indian music among the Parsis
and Prof Vispy Balaporia, dean of the
University's Faculty of Arts, providing
a cameo on Homi Wadia of Wadia
Movictone,

The presence of the octogenarian
Wadia at the seminar was an added
attraction. Also present at that session
were Maneck Sidhwa of Regal Theatre,
lilm distributor Roos Balaporia, emi-
nent tabla player Dr Aban Mistry and
renowned musician Kersi Mistry whose
lather Pherozeshah Mistry had com-
posed the music for the first Indian
talkic, Alam Ara, records Nawaz Mody.

The four sessions had been consecu-
tively chaired by the late politician-dip-
lomat Homi Taleyarkhan who was vice
chairman of the Sir PMBACC until his
death, Bombay Parsi Punchayet chair-
man Jamshed Guezder, The Bombay
Samachar editor Jehan Daruvala and
Vispy Balaporia, recalls Mody. She also
records the other special features at the
seminar: the playback of old Parsi garbas
and fergen ner geet thanks to Gokhale and
Ganesh Shandvankar who made the re-
cordings available. Also featured was the
documentary Happiness Unto Otherscre-
ated by Homi Sethna.

The compilation of the work into the
present volume — embellished with
photographs by Hoshi Patel and Dr
WViral Dhalla as also other vinlage pic-
tures — has been enabled by the aid of
Russi Lala and other trustees of the Sir
Drorabji Tata Trust.

Veteran Gandhian Dr Usha Mehia
who gave the inaugural address, in-
cluded in the book, notes that the
Wadias® skill in shipbuilding and repair
hid been appreciated with the official
presentation of a silver footrule and
shawl. Tracing the contribution of other
members of the Wadia family who did
not join in the shipbuilding activity,
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Mehta speaks of Lowji's grandson
Pestonji who “carricd on extensive irade

with Europe, China and several citics of

Asia” His brother Hormasji was high
sherilT of Bombay in 1859,

Sir lamsetjee Jejeebhoy’s son
Kharshedp became a member ol the
Legislative Council of Bombay. His
second son Rustomji was honored by
the King of Portugal for his charitics in
Goa and third son Sorabji became a
scholar of Persian.

Framji Kavasji who had been ap-
pointed government member of the
Board of Education worked hard for the
promotion of agriculture, Tt was mainly

because of his efforts tha the forest of

Powai was converted into a lertile es-
late growing indigo, sugarcane and mul-
berry.” says Usha Me

“Reforming Indian society and im-
proving the condition ol women had
been pursued by Malaban as the sole
mission of his life. In his Niti Vinedd, o
collection of lyrics in Gujarati. his po-
ems on the woes ol enforced widow-
hood and the horrors of infant marriage
are considered the best... He Tound thin
child-widows had hardly cut their milk-
teeth. The custom of infant marriages
wits not restricted only o the Hindus. In
had worked havoe foralong time among
the Parsis... Malabari could never for-
gel the heart-rending shricks ol a 10-
year-old Parsi girl when she was ‘raped’
by her husband,” notes Phadke. The
lirst marriage’ contracied in infancy
wis consummated by the “second mar-
ringe’ at the age of 10. Malabari fougin
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along with a number of Hindu reform-
ers 1o legally raise the age of consent 1o
12 years. Phadke’s paper highlights
Malabari’s role as a social reformer
with special reference to this campaign
conducted between 1884 and 1891, An
appendized exiract from the feedian
Spectator edited by Malabari, one of
the first English journals o be pub-
lished from Bombay, deals with his
aversion 1o the clause “restitution of
conjugal rights"” which had been “im-
ported” from England: “Think of mar-
rying a girl of five to & man of 25, and
of the man claiming her person as soon
as she is 12, whatever the disparity
between the two. Think of a man invok-
ing the aid of a loreign law in dragging
that tender, inmocent child 1o lns house,
or o the nearest prison...” Malaban
believed there should be no cohabita-
tion until the girl reached puberty and
then too only if she was agrecable.
Nawaz Mody reveals that contrary
o romanticized accounts of political
and attitudinal differences between Ma-
dame Bhikhaiji Cama and her hushand
Rustom, it was his ongoing liaison with
Shirin Warden that led 1o the breakup of
their marriage. “She was the first of the
madern feminists who could not wler-
ate this sitwation.... (and) wrned 1o poli-
tics in her hope of a new life...” Mody
refers 1o Cama's contacts with Irish
rebels, European socialists, lalian revo-
lutionaries and American sympathisers,
her defence of Veer Savarkar, and her
help o his lamily when he was interred
in the Andamans. Nonetheless when
Camadied on August 12, 1936 only two
papers reported her passing as a news
item, two days alter the event: The
Bombay Clronicle and the Kaiver-E-

Hind, with the latter publishing a trib-
ute by Harendranath Chattopadhyay on
the 10th day after her death. Nawaz
Mody's paper is followed by nine ap-
pendices which include articles from
The Indian Sociologistand L' Humanite,
Chatopadhyay’s obituary write-up,
Cama’s will and death cerlificate and o
piecce by K. F. Nariman from The
Bombay Chronicle, August 20, 1938,

Dastur enumerates Sir Jamseljee
Jejeebhoy’s many philanthropies. He
also notes that Jamsetjee was “the first
Indian and Parsi to grant freedom to
women. On March 9, 1840 for the first
time. ladies of his family appeared n
public amongst men of different com-
munities” when he gave a banquet o
celebrate Queen Victoria®s marriage o
Prince Albert. In 1843 he published his
Kholaseh-I-Punchaver under a pseud-
onym and in 1855 the Freedom of the
City of London was conferred on him,
for the lirst time on an Indian.

An annual tax called “choola-vero,™
then levied on the Parsis of Mavsan by the
Gackwad of Baroda, was a burden on
poor Parsis, “Jamsetjee prevailed upon
the Gackwad 1o abolish this annual tx by
paying Rs 12,000 1o the Baroda irea-
sury,” notes Dastur. He also recounts
Jamsetjee's funding of the publication of
Gujarati translations of Zoroasinan scrip-
turcs and peripheral works on the reli-
gion. His last benefaction was a donation
of Rs 5,000 (o the newly launched pen-
sion fund for dock workers.

When Jamsetjee died not only were
uthamna ceremonies performed in all
the towns of Bombay Presidency and
other parts of India as well as Hong
Kong, his name has been incorporated
among the names of great Zoroastrians
recited in all Zoroastrian ceremonies
and continues 1o be invoked.

Kamerkar recounts the changing
trading patterns from entrepil trade in
the Straits of Malacca (which was an
intermediary center of trade and tran-
shipment) o the opening up of trading

_networks in the Atlantic and Pacifie

regions. The European demand changed
from pepper and spices to colton, (ex-
tiles, opium and tea. Building supph-
ers, walchmakers and wine merchants
began to thrive in Bombay. The Banaji
Limji Company prospered by trading
on the Malabar and Coromandal coasis,
Spices, piecegoods and teak were the
top commaodities. The buying and sell-
ing of Arab horses from the Persian
Gull and even Australiainterested Parsis
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Peteti banguet at Criterion Restaarant,
Londent ain 1906, with Nacoraji in the
cliiy Photo counasy: Malcolm Deboo, ZTFE

in the carly 19h century,
It was “the introduction of steam
that brought Indian shipbuilding 1o an

end by 1857." she notes. The arrival ol

new lechnologies in communications,
banking. engineering ook their toll.
They made the Europeans less depen-
dent on indigenous merchants and the
fortunes of the Iatter began w decline.”
noies Kamerkar

Jeejecbhoy Dadabhoy™s enterprising
spartt led him 1o help in the establish-
ment and runnimg ol three banks, the
Bombay Chamber ol Commerce, the
Parsee Insurance Society and the Greal
Indian Peninsular Rulway. However,
his greaest achievement was the estab-
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lishinent of the Bombay Steam Naviga-
tion Company which commissioned a
steamer from London o ply between
Bombay and Surat and other parts of
Guijaral, and eventually to Karachi and
Colombo, notes Shrofl. The company
cven obtained o government contract 1o
conduet amail service between Bombay
and Karachi for three years beginning

1853, A sleamer commissioncd by

Dadabhoy was construcied at Mazagon
Docks. Called Siv Sennsetjee Jejeelhoy,
it was launched on November 12, 1543,
she recounts.

The st couon mill using sieam
encrgy — the Bombay Spinning and
Weaving Company — wirs projected in
1856 by Kavasji Nanabhai Davar. Two
vears liter Manockjee Petit, Dadabhoy's
son-in-law, established the Oriental
Spinning and Weaving Company,

Manockjee died shortly thercafier but
his son, Sir Dinshaw Petit shared grand-
father Dadabhoy’s vision and lToresaw
the development of the cotton industry
in Bombay, establishing six Nourishing
cotton mills by 1884, carning Bombay
the title “Manchester of the East.”

Desai relates how Cowasji Patel had
had a big 1ank constructed between
Kumbhar Tukda and Khetwadi which
came 1o be known as C. P. Tank — a
name that the area still bears. It pro-
vided water to the townsfolk for a cen-
wry until it was eventually filled up.
When Bombay faced one of ils acute
water shortages in 1839 Framji Cawasji
Banaji got the Dhobi Talao Tank cleaned
and deepencd, and arranged to elimi-
nate the inflow of dirty water. It came 1o
be called the Framji Cawasji Tank by
an order of the government. Desai re-
lates how the Wadias, Dadi Seth and
Sorabji Mancherji Readymoney fed
thousands ol hungry migrants from fam-
ine devastated Gujarat in 1791 for 10
months, making no distinction of com-
munity or religion.

The urbanization of Bombay wis
reflecied in the qverall development of
the city. Numerous wells were dug and
Sir Cowasji Jehangir Readymoney or-
dered and had installed 40 decorative
drinking water fountains in various parts
of the city, notes Desai,

The danger of westernized Parsi
youth becoming attracted to Christian-
ity under the influence of Rev John
Wilson was countered by religious re-
vivalism fostered by Parsi reformers
like Dadabhai Naoroji, Naoroj

and Ardesher Framjee Moos, declares
Bharucha. The Gujarati newspaper Rasr
Goftar, cstablished under the leader-
ship of Dadabhai Naoroji, became the
mouthpiece of Parsi reforms such as
female education, free association of
women with men at public functions.
abolition ol child marriages and accep-
tance of widow remarriage. “Under the
influence of the reformists, the scien-
tifie, natural aspects of Zoroastrianism
were stressed and its monotheistic na-
ture showeased,” notes Bharucha

In 1777 Bombay's first English news-
paper, the Bontbay Courier was printed
by Rustomji Keshaspathi. By 1854 six
Parsi Gujarali newspapers were in cir-
culation: The Bombay Samachar,
Mumbai Vartman, Sam-e-Jamshed,
Mumbaing Chabuk, Samachar Darpan
and Chitvanjan Durpan. In the field of
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poetry there were Jamshedji Petit and
Jehangic Marazban, Behramji Malabari
and A, F. Khabardar. "It is intriguing to
note that none of the Parsi writers of this
penodcenterstaged their ethno-religious
Parsi Zoroastrian identities. Malabar
called himself a Hindu Zoroastrian...
Even the more westernized and at times
anglophilic (Cornelia) Sorabji
and (Fredoon) Kabraji, when
they envisage an identity dis-
tinct from the colonizer, it is
always the Indian identity that
they showecase,” wriles
Bharucha.

Cornelia Sorabji’s lather had
converted toChristianity and had
translated the Bible into Gujarati,
Her mother was a Hindu con-
verted wo Chnstianily, i women
who cambined intellectual abil-
ity. strength’ of character and
spiritual charisma,” notes
Gandevia. The children were
never allowed 1o forget that they were
arsis and were old tales ol Persian
ancestors and famous Parsis. They grew
up lamiliar with western as well as
Indian culture. Sorabji, the lirst woman
1o graduate from Bombay University,
was one ol only four first class students
from the Presidency. Therealier she
wiis the first and only woman law siu-
dent a1 Oxford. Despite carning her
degree she, being a woman, was nol
admitied to the legal profession — until
nearly 30 years later. She returned 1o
India and started her campaizn on be-
hall of the widows, wives and orphans
of India, especially purdanashin women,
receiving the Kaiser-i-Hind gold medal
in 1909 for her work. Her lifie and times
have been well documented in her auto-
biography.

K. R. Cama went to Paris and
Erlanger in 1859 10 study the system of
application of the rules ol grammar and
philology to ancient Iranian languages
under eminent orientalists Jules Oppert
and Friedriech Spiegel. In the course of
his studies he came inlo contact with
Professors Eugene Barnoufe, Franz
Bopp, Albrecht Weber, DrMartin Haug,
Tames Darmesteter and Dr A, V. Will-
iams Jackson, all of whom had conirib-
uted 1o the study of Indo-lranian lan-
guages, noles Karanjia. In 1861 Cama
started a private class to teach Avesia
and Pahlavi in a scientific manner.
Among his students were Tehmurasp
Anklesaria, Sheriarji Bharucha, Kavasji
Kanga and others, all of whom later
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made sizable contribution to their sub-
Ject In 1888 Cama succeeded in getting
Avesta and Pahlavi introduced as a
second language for the MA degree in
Bombay University. In 1896 the Uni-
versily allowed Avesta-Pahlavi as a sec-
ond language at all the ans faculty

Sowahji: first woman law student ai
Onfeered

Source: Rajabal Tower Library, Universdy ol
kiumbai

Speaking of her great-grandlather
Jamshedji Madan, Homai Modi de-
picted his progress from a leading con-
tractor for the supply and transport of
soods, and wing and general merchant
o become the leading cinema owner
and distributor. Starting out as a “trav-
elling cinema showman® Madan began
by showing movies in a lent in
Calcutta’s Hati Market. On the first
day only two customers showed up.
“Instead of cancelling the show, he
showed two movies in one ticket. The
two happy viewers spread the news and
the next day there were 200 viewers!”
narrates Modi. Madan went on 1o de-
velop “a lilm production, distribution,
exhibition empire that for three de-
cades dominated the scene in the whole
of British India, which at that time also
included Ceylon and Burma.” Bul in
Calcuta, no Parsi was ever asked 1o
purchase tickets — they went [ree,
adds Modi. A share certificate of Madan
Theatres Limited and a copy of the
CBE (Commander of the British Em-
pire) awarded 1o Madan in 1923 have
been reproduced in the book.

During the 19th century the Parsis
were the [irst to wrile drama and were the
founders ol Gujarati theater, notes Shastri.
A drama club, Parsi Natak Mandli was
established withthe blessings of Dadabhai

MNaoroji which was tended for many years
by Faramji Gustadji Dalal. The first
Gujaran drama was Rustom and Solirab,
Among other contributors to the growth
ol Parsi theater were Kaikhushroo
Kabraji. Cooverji Nazir, Eduljii Khori
and Dadabhai Patel. A club in Surat

performed a Gujarati translation of Tani-

g enf the Shrew! In course of
time there were 19 drama com-
panics as enumerated by Shasiri.
They not only staged Gujarati
plays but also Urdu dramas and
operas and ook their produc-
tions on lour.

“There does not appear 1o be
any record of musicians among
the Zoroastrians arriving in
India... They imbibed Indian
musi¢c here... and gave a pro-
aressive outlook in the field of
music,” writes Gokhale. The
Parsi garbas were either invoca-
live or a reportage of current
events or even asocial satire. Manekjee
Minocher Homjee and Nanabhai
Raneena wrote many articles on them
in the Mumbai Sameachar. Chief among
the serious songs in the grand vein 1s
the famous Aarashnu geet, along poem
taking hours 10 sing composed by
Jeewanjee and Dosaaba Bharucha.
Dhanjibhai Patel’s kirtans were based
on the Shah Namah and the Kisseli-e-
Sanjan. The Gayan Uuejak Mandali
trained many Parsi ladies and gentle-
men including Saraswati Devi — the
assumed name of a Parsi lady, Khorshed
Minocherhomji, working as a music
director in films — and the Vajifdar
sisters. In 1931 Pandit Pheroz Framjee
ol Poona published the Hindustani
Sangeet ki Encyelopaedia,

Homi Wadia's carcer comprised 150
lilms spanning the silent era as well as
the 1alkies, notes Balaporia. Wadia be-
CAMe an CXperlt cameraman and ex-
celled at shooting subtitles for the silent
films, always displayed in English,
Gujarati and Urdu. When a former
schoolmate jokingly suggestied he make
his own picture, Wadia took up the
challenge and on the advice of his
brother ). B. H. Wadia, who already had
a footing in the film indusiry, produced
Dil-e-Deakoo, a remake of The Mark of
Zorro. Balaporia traces the progress of
Wadia Movietone from the silent era
into the talkies probing the reasons be-
hind their box office success.

In his valedictory address Dr Fredie
Mehia quoted respected jurist Nani
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Palkivala that of the four great emblems
of India, three have been given by Parsis:
The magic word “swaraj” by Dadabhai
Maoroji, Mme Bhikhaiji Cama's flag
which was accepted by the nation with
minor modifications; and the industrial
renaissance of India spearheaded by
Jamsetji Tata. He spoke ol the grem
Jamshed Mehta, father of modern Karachi
and eminent ecconomist Jamshed Mehia
of Allahabad on whose death “the whole
ol Allahabad stood sull.”

Addressing the problem of a dimin-
ishing community — no marriage/late
marriage, emigration leading to a thin-
ner spread of Zoroastrians across the
globe and the mereasingly secular out-
look — Fredie Mehtaconcluded gloom-
ily, “Future gencrations will not con-
demn us for perpetrating this holocaust
because there (may) be no future gen-
erations in the first place. Even today it
may not be too late for the Parsi com-
munity to give itsell a “wake-up call
too much of what we are doing today
resembles the discussion of a lunch
menu on a sinking Titanic.”

Al the inaugural Bombay University
vice chancellor and Sir PMBACC chair-
person Dr Snchalata Deshmukh had
pronounced hersell a beneliciary of the
Parsis and hence “(had) a right 1o speak
at this gathering.” She acknowledged
the professional guidance of Dr Aspi
Golwalla and Dr Rustom Irani in her
surgical career. Lauding Nawaz Mody's
service o the departiment of civies and
politics and her marathon effort in orga-
nizing this seminar Deshmukh said,
“She is another Parsi in my life who has
helped in the success of my career,” and
praised the “uniquely distinctive com-
munity {(which) never sought special
favors, (remained) content with the har-
vest of its labors.”

The volume includes 16 pages of
bibliography prepared by research
scholar B, Venkatesh Kumar of the
Universily department of civics and
politics, and an elficient index. While
one wishes that the pictures were betler

reproduced, preferably in color, the

substance of the presentation whets the
appetite Tor more. Fulure seminars and/
or research dissertations could perhaps
concentrate on the theme of cach ses-
ston in greater depth. Literary, analyti-
cal biographies of some ol our stalwarts
ol yore may provide a substantial an-
swer 1o the questions how and why such
a small community could make this
awesome contribution insomany helds.
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BOOKS

Pahlavi Primer

Ervad (Dr) Rooyintan P. Peer

The Parsic (“Pahlawi’), A Grammatical Précis
by Raham Asha. Publishedin 19398 by Erman-
Rudaki and distributed by Editions Khavaran,
49, rue Defrance, 94300 Vincennes, France,
Pp: 130. Price; Not mentioned.

This book, about the grammar of the
Pahlavi language which flourished in
Iran for about a millennium between the
st 10 centuries of the Christian era, is
very significant from the
Zarathushtrian scriptural
point of view. Pahlavi was
the state language during the
glorious Sasanian dynasty, the
lastof the hive dynasties of Zo-
roastrian sovercignty in Iran.
It was during this time of
the Sasanian cra that the
Avesta literature, destroyed
by Alexanderin 330 BC, and
existing in scattered frag- simple
menis, was TUEII‘.IUPEI.I. re-
structured and translated o Pahlavi,
the spoken language of the day, along
with copious commentaries and glosses,
MNot only that, but even after the downiall
of the Iranian Empire in 64 1 AC, Pahlavi
continued to flourish, and the ninth cen-
Lury is in fact considered 1o be the golden
era of Pahlavi language and literature.
During this particular period of the ninth

century, voluminous Pahlavi works ol

an independent nature were composed
by the well-known high priesis of the
Zoroastrians in Iran at that time; and
these works in fact constitute the link
between the present times and the Sasa-
nian era of the pasi.

The grammar of the Pahlavi language
is rather simple in nature as compared 1o
that of Avesta, Bulithas two major arcas
ol difficulty. One is the ambiguity of the
script which has only 14 letiers — sev-
cral among them having more than one
form of reading. The practice of joining
the lenters further complicates the pro-
cess of reading and deciphering, as one
single word can be read in various com-
binations. The other difficulty is about
the Irequent use ol ideograms through
the language, thereby necessitating the
study of two sets of vocabulary ([ranian
equivalents for the non-[ranian forms) in
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order o understand words in their proper
context.

Pahlavi is also known by the term
“Middle Persian.” though it is only one
among a group of Middle Persian lan-
guages. The author of the book under
review, the French-based Raham Asha,
calls it Persic, and explains the same in
the very beginning of the first chapter
titled “Introductory Remarks.”

Al present we have quile
few works on Pahlavi gram-
mar, most of them published
in the later hall of the last
century or al the beginning of
this century. But a fresh and
comprehensive work on the
subject in English has been
overdue since C. Salemann’s
original German translated
into English by L. Bogdanov
in 1930 as Middle Persian
Grammar. The present work,
therefore, appears 1o have served this
requircment Lo a considerable extent.

This book is intended for those who
have a basic knowledge of Pahlavi. m
least of s script, since no use of the
actual script is made throughout the
pages. To the eredit of the author, the
work has not been writien in heavy or
highly technical terms, but rather in a
simple and lucid manner. He has practi-
cally covered all the parts of speech hke
nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, de-
rivatives etal ina préeis form, with all of
them divided into sub-groups. Asha
treats cach form by explaining it in a
sentence or two, then gives quite a num-
ber of examples to substantiate s state-
ments. This siyle helps one in under-
standing that particular classilication im-
mediately. As the author himsell says in
the preface: “This book is intended 1o be
a preliminary guide and lramework lor
the more detailed swudy of Persic... In
this work. 1 have tricd to describe how
the language functions by citing whole
sentences in order 1o illustrate the con-
text in which this or that nominal or
verbal form can be usced.”

Finally, the bibliography given can
be very uselul for reference work, and
Tor further study in the given lield.
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BOOKS

Farrukh’s fables

Dina Mehta

Janaky and the Gilant and other stories by
Farrukh Dhondy. Published in 1998 by Har-
perColiing Publishers, India Private Limited,
716, Ansan Road, Daryaganj, Mew Delhi
110002, Pp: 191, Price: Rs 95.

The illustrations are all in black-and-
white. which is something Priva, the
mine-year-old daughter of a friend of

o

mine, rather dis-
dains; but this
time, instead of
wrning up her
nose, Privaburied
it in the pages of
Farrukh Dhon-
dy’s collection of
nine exuberant
tales with obvious
enjoyment, The
absence of col-
ored piclures was
mare than compensated for, itappeared,
by the author’s 2ilt for endlessly detail-
ing the things a child could accept with-
outl batting an eyelid.

In other words., Dhondy does not
intimidate his young readers, nor does
he talk down to them. He mixes the
implausible so neatly with the plausible
in his engaging narratives that you never
dream of challenging his credibility
(unless you are one of those liresome
adulis who must imject logic into every-
thing and spoil the fun). No, you believe
in him right away. Il you have any
sense, that is:

You are not really shocked, lor in-
stance, that WW (“double-u double-u,’
the wicked witeh) has certain Tood prel-
erences. At the party thit King Asman
gives [or his newborn daughter Surya,
WW insists on being served ral and
lizard cake. When that is not available,
she graciously offers o make do with
Irizzled pig-tail crisps. But when she
learns thiat even these are not on the
menu. nor her favorite drink (sick bull’s
blood with a dash of [reshly shaved
black cat’s hair) she stamps her foot and
calls the footman “a chewed-up dog
biscuit.” (Dhondy can be really rude
when he wants 1o be and Priva never

hondy: engag-
g merraives
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[ails 10 be charmed by this.) Then WW
pronounces aeurse on little Surya, gath-
ers up her golden gown and sweeps out
1o the parking lot where her donkey is
awaiting her.

Can anything be more whacky and
delightiul?

Born in Poona., 55-year-old Dhondy
studicd English at Cambridge, then
taught for several years belore he ook
to professional writing. His books Tor

young readers include East Eid ait Your

Feet, and Come 1o Mecea (hoth winners
of the Other Award), Peena Coniprany
and Trip Trap. His first adult novel,
Bombey Duck. was shortlisted Tor the
1990 Whithreawd Award, Dhondy has
also written [or television and the stage,
and has done good work as Cominis-
sioning Editor lor Multiculiural
Programmes at BBC's Channel Four.

In the book under review | lind
Dhondy at his best when he improvises
on existing stories, fables, characlers.
The Brigle Princess (Irom which 've
quated above) echoes the Tamiliar tale
of the wicked 13th Tairy who curses a
princess ol the roval baby's birthday
bash. 1t is the unpredictable and outra-
zeous twists Dhondy gives such storics
as he parts company with the original
version that make them irresistible. His
endingsare particularly delicious. When
WA calls ol her spell on Surya, the
grateful king offers her achoice ol gold,
silver, or a free ticket 1o
Disneyland! OF course,
WW will have none of
that. At Surya’ s wedding
least she expects o be
led her favorite lare, and
that’s it. Except that she
adds “wild dog simosas™
to the menu,

Creve Seove-Bones cined
Deliledr, Dhondy’s ver-
sion ol the ancient Fable
about the wily crocodile
who carries the monkey
on her back. ends with
e carnivorous Crog be-
coming a vegelarian —
or mere precisely a

fruitarian.

In The Beasty Burden, Tinbad the
tailor is a1ake-olf on Sinbad the sailor,
and the ailor 15 as enamored of faraway
lands as the salor. This is the mouth-
walering account of England that Tinbad
hias heard: “...in England there was a big
man called Ben who sat in a tower and
had to ring a bell every hour. There was
a shop as big as a small town named
alter aman in the Bille who killed baby
boys... places which were really pick-
led circuses... pools of black water where
people went for holidays... a wax mu-

amed after a woman with two
o Surely this para was aimed
more i me than at Priva? Yes, Dhondy
has lots of fun with his readers. young
and old.

But 10 get back to the tailor. On his
iravels Tinbad, oo, has trouble shaking
ofl the obnoxious old man he has been
kind enough to take piggy back across a
river, In the end it is an invitation 1o tea
(for one) from the Queen of England on
his 100th birthday that makes the codger
dismount and Tinbad, momentarily mi-
nus his burden, wisely takes o his heels.

Come o think of it, the old man in
The Beastv Burden is the only scoun-
drel in all the nine stories. The rest of
the villains are rather nice. The giani
Mr Boghulbumphulboochyboochy (in
the title story Jemaky and the Giant, one
ol Dhondy’s original tales) is supposed
to breathe fire, crush bones, eat six
eoats a day and sleep “with his own
beard as a blanker.” But in truth he is in
chains, bullicd by his diminutive owner
and has a surprisingly tender heart.
Junaky helps 1o free him and 1o this day
he works as a school
bus in her village, car-
rying children back and
forth on his gentle per-
son. Even WW “hates
1o be as unpopular as a
jug of castor oil” and
takes her spell off the
lovely princess. Andthe
chwrail  (an  Asian
witch) in Chew Chew,
descended from a clan
of gory gut-chewers,
urns out 1o be a lost
little girl who becomes
addicted 10 — chewing
gum!

A few words about
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the black-and-white illustrations by
Tapas Guha that Priya had no quarrel
with. The drawings are expressive, ap-
pealing. For example, who can resist
the multe plea in the eyes of the thirsty,
woebegone camels as their owner Pally
Ali (spelt “Pali® in the title and list of
contents, ‘Pally" in the text of Pali Ali
and his Camels — and there are a few
other proofing errors), impervious to
the animals® plight, takes smug swigs
from his bottle of orange juice? Not L.
Not Priya.

The aim of the arrow

My youngest daughter is called Tir.
The English can’t pronounce it. They
interpose a ‘u’ sound as though they
were saying ‘deer’ or ‘beer.” Then
there's the soft *“Th" for “Tir." Europe-
ans. al least those who haven't trained
in acting school, can't manage it. Poor
Tir comes out as “Tear” and the die-hard
hippies who hear it swoon — “Wow,
‘lear’ — that's a far-out name man!"

I the truth were told, the name came
to me in my mother's bathroom, which
happened 1o have a Parsi calendar hang-
ing on the wall. Practising my faltering
Gujarati, I was reading the names of the
days of the month. As a good Zoroas-
trian child I had memorized them, half
as well as seven-times tables: Hormazd,
Bahman, Ardibehesht, Shahrevar...
Some of them I recognized as names.
have a cousin called Bomon and a sister
called Mcher. Then | came o the name
“Tir." 1 have never heard it used on a
child before, but it passed through me
like an arrow. A strong, unusual and
undoubtedly Zoroastrian name.

It had the advantage of being a beau-
tiful *Indian’ idea too: the Hindi word
for an arrow. That was it

[ looked into the derivations. The
Persian or Zoroastrian was ambiguous.
One book said that “Tir" was the name
for Sirius the Dog Star. I know it. It's al
the bottom of Orion’s Belt. Another
book said it was the name for Cupid.

MNow that made sense: Cupid? Bow
and arrow of love? Venus' boy? And
the word in Hindi meant precisely that
— an arrow, associaled now with love,
with a merging of Parsi and Hindu
myths and with my daughter. So what if
they call her ‘tear’ in Britain?

Reprinted from Outiook, June 7, 1999 whare
Farrukh Dhondy has contributed to “Malive
Tongue,” theirweekdy column on Indian words
in common use in Indian cities.
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FOOD

With the compliments of
Basil and Thyme

Menus that are offered at Delhi's Basil and Thyme
restaurant can now be sampled at home

Basil and Thyme is a charming linle
restaurant where I cook. It is owned by
my son-in-law, Sunil Chandra. It is
situated in the Santushti Complex in
New Delhi which in happier days was
started and run by the Air Force Wives
Wellare Association. Some of you may
have heard of it and lunched or snacked
there, and some of you may not have
had the opportunity to do so. The res-
taurant is open from 1030 am. 1o 6
p.m. where one can have a light or a
heavy snack, or the “du jour” of the day,
from 12.30 p.m. onwards,

The “du jour™ has duck on Mondays,
seafood on Tuesdays, tornadoe on Wed-
nesdays, lamb on Thursdays, trout or
fish on Fridays and chicken on Satur-
days.

Tothe credit of the restaurant it must
be said that since ils opening seven
years ago, the “du jour”™ has not been
repeated, except when especially asked
for! (No wonder the children and grand-
children cannot understand why [ go 1o
bed with a cookery book instead of a
novel! I read recipes, gloat over them,
get inspired by them, then work out the
menu or make my own.)

Given below are two of the menus
which were cooked recently.

MENU NO. ]

Challi bean and beer soup
Duck with mangoes
Fresh peach flan

CHILLI BEAN AND BEER SOUP
(serves 6-3)

White haricot beans (60 g — 2 oz)
Red kidney beans (60 g — 2 oz)
Chickpeas (60 g — 2 oz)

Water (1o cover the beans)

Oil (3-4 tbsp)

Onions (2 — chopped — in India take
large onions, as in the USA, Canada or
Europe the onions are much larger than
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in India)

Garlic (1 medium pod — crushed —use
3-4 cloves, in India)

Cumin powder (2 thsp)

Paprika powder (3-4 15p)

Tomatoes (Y, kg — 1% [bs — blanched
and seeded, finely chopped)

Oregano (dry — | 1sp)

Chicken stock (strong — 2 cups)
Tomato purée (4 thsp)

Bay leaf (1)

Beer (1 bottle — 750 ml)

Salt, pepper (1o tasie)

Put all the beans in a saucepan, cover
with four cups water and bring 1o boil.
Remove from fire, stran, Put back in
pan, cover with water, simmer tll just
done. Keepaside. Heat oil in asaucepan,
add onions and garlic, sauté till onions
are soft. Add cumin, paprika, bay leaf
and sauté one minute. Add stock and
beer, mix well, simmer for live minutes,
then add omatoes and purée, mix well,
simmer for two-three minutes, add beans
and oregano, scason totaste, Simmer till
soup is thickish. Garnish with chopped
spring onions and serve.

DUCK WITH MANGOES

(scrves 6-8)

Oven temperature 180°C - 350°F
Duck (1 — weighing about 3-3Y2 kg —
0-7 1hs)

Butter (60 g — 2 oz)

Salt, pepper (o tasie)

Sauce

Flour (4 cup)

Stock (1 cup — made [rom the neck,
wingtips and gizzard of duck, Mavored
with onion, carrot, bay leal and black
peppercorns)

White or red wine (2 cups)

Orange (juice — Y2 cup)

Thyme (dricd — lLisp)

Salt, pepper (1o taste)

Mangoes (2 — peeled and sliced)

Wash and clean duck well. Remove
giblets from its cavity, Wipe duck dry,
place on a baking tin. Spread with but-
ter, salt and pepper. Roast in preheated
oven about 1% hour, basting with fa
from the duck, once or twice. The duck
is cooked when white liquid comes out
of the flesh when pierced with a skewer
in its thigh. Cool and slice. Keep aside.
Sauce

Remove half of fat from the roasting tin
in which the duck was roasted. Keep
aside. Place tin en top of high heat, and
scrape all the crust from tin, Add flour
and mix (ill brown. Add stock, simmer
for twao-three minutes. Then add rest of
ingredients and simmer for five-eight
minutes. Strain. Pour sauce in a sauce-
pan. Add duck to sauce. Reheat. Place
on a warm platier.

Lightly fry mango slices in remain-
ing duck fat and arrange with duck on
the platter and serve, with sautéed pota-
toes, buttered carrots and sliced, but-
tered zucchini.

FRESH PEACH FLAN (serves 6-8)
Oven temperature 180°C-350°F,

Line a flan tin approximately 9" in
diameter with short crust pastry and
bake blind.

Filling

Creme patisserie

Egg (1 whole)

Egg (1 yolk)

Castor sugar (60 g — 2 oz)

Flour (30 g — loz)

Cornflour (15 g — Y2 oz)

Milk (10 o)

Brandy (2 thsp)

Peaches (2 — purée)

Cream (2 thsp — whipped)

Topping

Peaches (6-8 — pecled. sliced)

Flum glaze

Plum jam (*/, cup)



With best compliments from

AAKAAR FLUXES

PRIVATE LIMITED

Manufacturers of
Submerged Arc Welding Fluxes
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Kundaim Industrial Estate, Kundaim, Goa 403115
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E-mail: feedback @aakaarfluxes.com
aakaarfluxes@vsnl.com




Water (4 cup)

Lime (Y2 — juice)

Salt (pinch)

Creme patisserie

Beat egg, yvolk and sugar together. Mix
flour with comnflour. Add to cgg mix-
ture. Mix till smooth. Gradually pour in
milk, stirring till smooth, Place pan on
medium heat. Cook stirring gently, all
the while, till mixture is thick. Cool, add
brandy, cream and peach purée. Spoon
into baked cold pastry shell. Arrange
sliced peaches on top. Chill.

Plum glaze

Place jam, water and lime juice with a
pinch of salt in a pan. Place pan on
medium heat, bring to boil, stirring all
the while. Strain, cool slightly. Spoon
evenly over peaches. Chill and serve.

MENU NO. 2

Spinach Vichyssoise

Prawns with Avocado and Tomato
Mousse

Figs in Red Wine

SPINACH VICHYSSOISE

(serves G-8)

Spinach (1 kg — mixed greens with
spinach predominating in fMlavor)
Leeks (2 — large)

Potatoes (250 ¢ — ¥4 1h)

Butter (100 g)

Chicken stock (3 cups)

Milk (2 cups)

Cream (1 cup)

Salt, pepper (1o laste)

Nutmeg (1 tsp — grated)

Wash and chop greens, removing stems.
Chopleeks, pecland slice potatoes. Melt
butter with a tablespoon of oil (1o pre-
vent butter from burning). Add leeks,
sauté 1ill soft. Add potatoes and greens,
saulé for three to live minutes. Pour in
chicken stock. Simmer tll potatoes are
cooked. Add milk. Cook further for an-
other live to cight minutes. Season o
taste. Cool and purée. Chill. Add cream,
chill and serve. Garnish with chopped
chives.

PRAWNS WITH AVOCADO AND
TOMATO MOUSSE

(serves 6-8)

Prawns (1%2 kg — 3 Ibs — medium
sized — peeled and marinated with
lime juice and salt)

Butter (90 g — 3 oz)

Oil (2 thsp)

Avocado and Tomato Mousse
Avocados (2 — medium sized, peeled
and sheed — sprinkled with lime juice)

Gelatin (1 1sp — dissolved in 4 thsp
willer)

Lime (juice — 1 tsp)

Lettuce (1 bunch — green-brown)
Tomato Mousse

Tomato (%, kg — 1% Ib approx —
puréed and strained)

Garlic (4 cloves — finely chopped)
Spring onions (2 — chopped with a
litile of the green)

Celery (1 stick — chopped)

Tabasco

Salt, pepper (1o taste)

Sugar and lime juice (1o tasie)

Gelatin (2 thsp dissolved in 6 thsp wa-
ter)

Timbales (6-8 wetted)

Mix tomato purée, garlic, spring omon,
celery and seasoning together. Add
melted gelatin and semi set over ice. In
the meanwhile, spoon a little dissolved
gelatininthe imbales and arrange slices
of avocados on top, dribble a little gela-
tin on top and set.

Carefully spoon semi sct lomato
mousse on top of avocados, without
disturbing them, Chill till set.

Lightly fry prawns in butter and oil.
To serve .

Place on plates the set avocado and
lomato mousse, loosen them by dipping
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them in hot water for 1-2 seconds and
then invert on plates. Place prawns on
green and brown letiuce, serve with car-
rot sticks.french beans and baby corn,
boiled and lightly sautéed in butter.

FIGS IN RED WINE

Sponge cake (1 — 9 in diameter)
Figs (250 g — 8 oz — dried)

Red wine (1 cup)

Lime (2 slices — sceds removed)
Cinnamon (1 stick)

Star anise (1)

Cream (as needed)

Place figs in wine with rest ol ingredi-
ents except cream, Simmer gently for
30 minutes. Cool in syrup. Slice cake,
place a slice of cake on plates, spoon
some of the liquid from the figs on top.
Place 3-4 figs on top of slice of cake.
Decorate with a rosette of whipped
Creanm.

Bon appetit!

Bhicoo J. Manekshaw., a graduate of the pres-
tigious Cordon Bleu School of Cookery, Lon-
don, and author of the Traditional Recipes of
India and Parsi Food and Cuslomns. has been
associated with many haute cuisine organiza-
tions in the country.

The client wanted six color

printing, color fastness, gold foll
stamping, BOPP lamination, heat
and oil resistance, strong gumming,
fibre tear if the self adhesive label
was removed, and a six month

guaranteed shelf life for the stickers...
That's why they came to Kaiser-E-Hind Pvt. Ltd.

We're offset printers specializing in self

adhesive labels, carton manufacture, tags
and magazine production.
Why not give us a call and discuss your
quality printing requirements with us.

Kaiser-E-Hind Private Limited,

300 Perin Nariman Street, Hanuman Building gr. fir.
{Behind Reserve Bank of India), Fort, Mumbai 400001,
Telephones: 2662709, 2665661, 2665630, 2654244,
Fax: 2654585, 2074541, E-mail; kaiserprass & yahoo.com

parvo@giasbm01.vsnl.net.in .

With compliments from

B. B. GARDA & SONS

10 B. J. Road, Poona 411001
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MILESTONES

This issue of Parsiana presents
Milestones data for the two-
month period of May and June
19949,

The age of Zoroastrian brides
(s listed in this issue) ranged
between 22 and 40 years, the
arithmetic mean (the wtal num-
ber of individual ages divided
by the tetal number of brides)
being 28 vears. The correspond-
ing fgures for the grooms were
25 and 45 years, averaging at 33
yeurs.,

Twenty-cight babies were
bom in the two-month period of
May and June 1999 as versus |83
Zoroasirians who breathed their
last. The major killer as always.
hean disease, ook the lives of 77
patientsol whom SOwere 80 years
and above. Twenty deaths were
attnbaned 1o pnewmoniviung dis-
ease, 16 tocancer and 1010 brain
disease. Nine victims fell prey 1o
seplicemia, eight to old age/gen-
eral debility amd six each to liver
discase and hypenension. The
other killers were diabetes (Tour)
and nervous disorder, Kidney fail-

ure, asthma, head injury amd der-
matomyositis (an acute inflam-
mation of the skin and muscles)
(two cach). There were 13 iso-
lated cases registercd for the two
months. They were: dislocation
ol the spine, bums, anemia, tu-
berculosis, leukemia, malnutn-
tion, Mon-Hodgkin®s lvmphoma,
uremia, malaria, [mcture, gastro-
enteritis. diverticulitis (inflam-
mation of a sac protruding from
the wall of a tube or hollow or-
gan) and aneriosclerosis (a0 de-
generative arterial change asso-
ciated with advancing age). The
coroner’s report was still awaited
in the cases of three deaths. A
stillbom baby and two youths in
their early thitties were also lost
o the community. Three cente-
narians, aged 100, 105 and 112,
also breathed their last, The Zo-
roastrian life cxpectancy at binh
tor May and June. in Bombay.
was TH years.

The data on births, marmiages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
various newsletters and anju-

mins in India and abroad, courts
and hospitals, This information
is not always complete or con-
sistent: we are unable o carry
data from arcas where the
anjimans do not furnish the par-
ticulars; the birth higures for
Bombay are supplicd by four
hospitals — births i suburban
hospitals and private nursing
homes are not included unless
individuals send us information
together with a copy of the birth
certificate. There may be an in-
advertent repetition of names in
the marriage list when a civil
marnage precedes a religious
ceremony. In the breakup of
deaths according 1o ilinesses,
especially of the elderly, death
is often due to a combination of
several discases.

If readers have any births/
marriagesfdeaths they would
like published, some prool 1o
ensure the veracity of the repon
would be required. We are sure
our readers would appreciate
this requirement and cooperate
with us.

BOMBAY

BIRN

A boy o Anzita and Naresh
Asreni on May 7, 1999

A girl 1o Reshani and Naveoze
G, May 13

A boy o Nagzneen and
Melernosh Deboo; May 15

A girl 1o Parizad and
Hushedar Divwala; May 15
A boy to Analrita and Phiroze
Havaldar, May 15

A boy o Yasmin and Afsad
Meotashaw; May 16

A boy to Amaita and Meler
Serlna: May 17

A boy to Avan and Eruch
Parel, May 19

A girl W Kl and Meherji
Tarrirer, May 21

A girl 1o Binaifer and
Mahendra Bhagar, May 24

A boy 10 Pinaze and Darayus
Biharneciir, May 24

A boy, Kavi, o Dinaz and
Rajendra Shinde, brother 1o
Freyana: May 24

A el 1o Monaz and
Rovomand Nolfe, May 28

A boy, Fardin, W Farauaz and
Khushran Kavarana: May 31
A girl 1o Tanaz and Sarosh
Patel: June 2

A boy to Shireen and Slravay
Vazifdar, June 2

A girl o Firooza and Phiroze
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Wankeeli, June 4

A girl wo Rewemre and
Nichelas Pilgrtm; June 9

A boy 1o Rosfmi and Heormeazd
Seongeer; June 13

A girl to Sheeheen and Saresh
Kunerez June 14

A girl o Phirezi and Anosh
Frani; June 15

A oirl 1o Razvin and
Hemavand Nemedariar,

June 22

A girl to Sharmila and Rustem
Pent; June 24

A boy 1o Ruby and Yazdi
Parekly, June 28

A boy to Sherin and Laigi
Bisol: June 30

A boy o Pervin and Retan
Misiry: June 30

A boy o Villoe and Sfharok
Nikerawallu, June 30

A boy 1o Nazneen and
Melericr Petel; June 30

MARKIED

Sheddmraz Dara Wendier and
Kersi Firoz Ffavia of
Houston, Texas, USA; May 3
Nilufer Firoze Bam and
Kevman Klueshed Billimoria:
May 6

hlnerz Jehangir Khambatta
and Zubin Rusv Mory, May 8
Nevarz Rumi Gyara of
Bangalore and Fredily

Davabshal Bavaadem:, May 9
Leera Shangoo Jokhi and
Cyrnes Kersi Dupetawalla;
May 9

Persis Kersi Raga ond Shrazad
Nariman Megrelio of
Bangalore: May 12

Dretbar Naval Bivave and
Ferviv Hoshane Mirza;

May 16

Shernaz Pest Mistey and Polly
Minocher Shroff, May 21
Anehita Rustom frant and
Yezad Perey Siganporia,

May 22

Saivin Darabsha Patel of
Surat and Mehermosh famshed
Homavazir, May 25

Frangiz Cyrus Haklamaneshy
and Jehanbay Faredoon
Chithiwalla; May 28

Pinaz Pilos Motiwalla and
Zariv Homi Bharecha; June 5
Negar Melraban Delnonded
{Neasraledi) of Tehran, Iran
and Shelibafiram Arvelesiir
Mehraemn of California, USA;
June 16

MED

Perviz Kailash Tocke,
Januwary 14 (cremated)

Perin Dara Pastakia (31),
residing at 2A, Belair Apis,
Union Park, Pali Hill, Bandra
(W), 4050 May |

Zarthost Ardeshir Tata (84),
Khorshed Abad, 638, Firdoshi
Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
May |

Sheroo Framji Elavia (T2),
-1, 36, A-10, Sector no 8,
Nerul, New Bombay, 400703;
May 2

Manee Maneck Mehia (83),
101, Sagar Darshan, Worli
Sca Face, 400025; May 2

Jal Erachsha Mistry (93),
C/30, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Byculla, 400027; May 2
Cyries Pesi Udwadia (46), D
Dinbai Petit 5t, Grant Rd,
00007; May 2

Heomi Nariman Cooper (86),
104, Roxana, M. Karve Rd,
Churchgate, 400020; May 3
Hirjilhioy Muncherji
Kavarana (98), Kavarana
Mans, 176, Dr Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, 400014; May 3

Heomee Phirozeshah Chiney
(773, 11, Narialwala Bldg, M.
M. C. Rd, Mahim, 400016;
May 4

Aloo Fardoonji Driver (86),
Banaji Bldg, Forjeut St,
Gowalia Tank, 400007; May 4
Minocher Katkhushroo Shroff
(95), Patel Palace, 580, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Matunga,
400019; May 4

Roshan Dinshaw Avari (72),
Minocher Block, Balaram St,
Grant Rd, 400007; May 5
Dina Khurshedji Bilimoria (72).
Pallonji Hse, 35, Rajaram
Mohan Roy Rd, 400004; May 5
Rari Behram Daruwala (74).
C-1. 5. B. Bharucha Baug. 5.
V. Rd, Andheri (W), 400055:
May 5

Homi Rustemyfi Lakdawala
(74, A-6, Cusrow Baug, 5. B.
Rd. 400039; May 5

Parviz Homi Colabewala (76},
18, Nawab Manzil, Wadia St
Tardeo, 400034; May 6
Nariman CGustad Hathidaroo
(%4), Star Mans, 66, Wode-
house Rd, 4000035; May 6
Minocher Jamshedji Master
(90}, 608, Jer Villa, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; May 6

Jal Sohralyi Wadia (87),
Yusul Bldg, 1. Petit 51, Grant
R, 400007; May 6

Khorshed C. Bharucha (900,
Sir 1. J. Dharamshalla, Boman
Behram Rd, Nagpada, 400008;
May 7

Goola Rustemji Lakdawala
(531, Manibai Bhuvan,



Steamship agents -- master stevedores
dubashes -- lighterage contractors

Darabshaw B. Cursetjee’s
Sons (Bombay) Pvt Ltd

Darabshaw House, Ballard Road, Bombay 400038
Grams: DEADWEIGHT Telex: 5824 DBCE IN
Phone: 2610021 (4 lines) (Dock Office: 2612230)

Also associates at
Calcutta,Vishakhapatnam, Kakinada,
Mangalore, Bhavnagar, Bedi-port, Navlakhi,
Veraval, Porbunder & Kandla

Also sole Government landing contractors
at Jamnagar, (Bedi) Bhavnagar




Kherwadi Back R, 400004
May 7

Bustennfe Neveaji Machliwalfa
(77 1. Baria Bldg, Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo, 400007; May 7
Shirin Ratan Sepoy (88), 44/8,
Karam Bldg, Rajaram Mohan
Roy Rd, 400004: May 7
Eruch Maneckji Dalal (87),
MN-1, Culle Castle, Culle
Parade, 400005, May 3

Mani Hewmi Dasioor (),
124, Colaba Chmbs, Wode-
house Rd, 400005; May 8
Nargish Dinshaw Engineer
(82). 615/C, Bhiwandiwalla
Ter, ). 5. Rd. Dhobitalao,
400002; May &

Pest Ardeser fralia (78), Clo
Dhan F. Mavji. Room no 6,
Zaveri Bldg, Raja Ram Mohan
Roy R, 400004; May %

Ding Faredoon Marker (94),
Petit Widows™ Chawl, Mody
St Fort, 400001; May 8

Ty Neesserwangi Sheaff (80),
A, Botawalla Bldg, 239,
Tardeo Rd, 400007; May %
Pesi Darvalisha Beliwala (83),
111, Neelkanth, Sanjana Lane,
OIT Carter Rd. Bandra (W),
ANN50; May 9

Meliroa Jamshed Bilimoric
(770 Brightlands Glow,

195, Turner Rd, Bandra,

400050; May 9

Heni .‘,"Jq‘.l'f:ujr' Cremnaler (94),
30, Kashinath Hse, Khetwadi
Tih Lane, 400004; May 9
Awy Keki Lavangio (83), 26,
Hughes Rd, 400007: May 9
Keki Hiraji Marawalla (53).
Jalbhoy Seuit Bldg, 279, Tardeo
Rd. 400007; May 9

Jamshed Newraldov Master
(83), 5. Jehangir Mans, 1st
Marine 51, 400020; May 9
Al Jal Mehta (80), Noor-E-
Rehmat, Byramjee Jeejibhoy
Rd, Bandra, SO0050; May 9
Plirozesha Rustomji Mobed
(803}, Lilycot, 1st Pasta Lane,
Colaba, 400005, May 9

Juifi Fravmeoze Pastakia (97),
Avanbai Mans, 788, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; May 9
Melwa Dara Sukfcichvalla
(#5), 6. Rustom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byculla,
400027: May 9

Diiten Seoraalyji Talaei (79),
Talati Ter, Seven Bglws,
Andheri (W), 4000615 May 9
Maneckmai Manchersia
Bhadla (87), Engincer Bldg,
Ardeshir Dadi 510 C. P. Tank,
400004 May 10

Jal Framroz Parbfin (T8).
Vewvai Villa, 686, Khareghat

R, Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;

May 10

Freny Framroze Pastakia
(83), 144, Sir Ratan Tata Clny,
Tardeo, 400034; May 10
Telunina Jehangir Tanira
(87}, [-28, New Vinay,
Manipada, Vidyanagari,
400008; May 10

Hest Beliramys Duldvash (T1), 6,

Dalamal Apts, 15, Cullfe
Parade, 400005; May 11
D Arddeshir Kavai (87),
2245, Heera Mceher. 110,
Wodchouse Rd, 400005;

May 11

Alow Maneck Madan (65), Clo
Fali Aderbad Bamji, Bhandarn
Bldg, 14, Wadia 51, Tardeo,
4000034 May 11

Kersy Burjor Mehita (60),
Bharucha Bldg, Khetwadi

1 2th Lame, S00004; May 11
Fireja Pirajshavw Patel (93),
Room no 17, Hirabai Petit
Bldg, Opp Grant Rd Sin,
400007 May 11

Cronealbart Stevmarelar Trane
(105), Salma Manzil, Oliver
51, Colaba Causeway, 400039;
May 12

Hermuz Ratansha Balsara
(B3}, Jehangir Mans, Hughes
Rd. 400007; May 13

Goolber Avdesinr Darwala

(87), Puspa Nivas, Uranwala
St Grant Rd (E), 400007,
May 14

Nariman Dorabsha Panthaky
(M), Ahunavar, 617, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny.
Dadlar, 400014; May 14
Diunjishaw Doraliji Patell
(93}, 3/3, Rustom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byculla, 400027;
May 14

Mani Pirgjsha Sachinwalla
(#6), 275, Green Hse, Village
Valiv, Taluka Vasai, Dist
Thane, 401208; May 14
Shirin Ernch Hansotia (79),
Rehana Manzil, L. T, Rd,
Mahim, 400016; May 15
Jamshed Nariman B, (58),
Ripon Guest Hse, Nagpada,
400008; May 15

Anahit Jehangir Wadia (48),
Bakhtawar, 22, Marayan
Dabholkar Rd, 400006;

May 15

Jal Hormusji Anklesaria (87).
Cfo 50, Gowalia Tank Rd,
00036, May 16

Haby of Pervin Jimmy
Mithaiwala (stillborn),
[x-3/13, M. 5. Bldg. 5. B.
Bharucha Baug, 8. V. Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058: May 16
Nariman Fruchsia Amrolia
(64), R/22, Nowroz Baug,

With best compliments from
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BECK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
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* High returns
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Contact your nearest branch for further details.

@ﬁaﬁas Central Bank
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Lalbaug, 400012; May 17
Nedir Darasha Bharuche
(73), 1275, Princess Bldg,
Princess St, 400002; May 17
Meher Shalrukh Contracior
(69), 34, Capadia Bldg. Parel
Tank Rd, 400033; May 17
Shirin Naveaji Kefawala (91),
E-14, Ginwala Bldg. Captain
Ciny, Tardeo, 400034; May 17
Perin Arach Bajina (793, 42,
Tata Mills Co-op Hsg Soc,
Elphinstone Rd, Parel,
400012; May 18

Belircon Dinshaji Bhagwagar
(68), Mistry Bldg, 36, Sunmill
R, Lower Parel, 400013,
May 1%

Shevan Naoraji Fatakia (79),
Room no 19, 16, Shree Ram
Nivas, Khambatta Lane,
Khetwadi, 400004; May 18
Hilla Dara Kapadia (95),
1/11, Rustom Baug, Victoria
Rd. Byculla, 400027; May |8
Teluning Rustomji Pesikako
(92}, F. 5. Parukh
Dharamshalla, Hughes Rd,
400007; May 18

Sevaksha Nawraji Kavarana
(84}, 74, Vijay Chmbs,
Tribhuvan Rd, 400004;

May 19

Firoz Nusserwanji Misiry

(79}, Room no 13,
HongKongwalla Cooper Bldg,
Khetwadi 9th back Rd,
400004; May 19

Dinshaw Eeulpi Shasiri (699,
M-32, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
40000 2 May 19

Framoz Sovalyji Tarapore
(67). 583, J. 5. Rd. Chira
Bazar, 400002: May 19
Searvar Jomshed Irani (85),
E-5, Godrej Baug. OIf Napean
Sea R, 400006; May 20
Naval Darabshew Misiry (75),
Khurshed Hse, 604/D, Lady
Jehangir Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; May 20

Kelly Rusi Engineer (68),
Sethna Bldg, 689, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; May 21

Ench Ratansha feliaporia
(75}, Desai Bldg, 668, Katrak
Rd, Wadala, 400031; May 21
Maneck Cursetfi Parel (95),
31, Gawtam MNiwas, Seven
Bglws, Versova, 400053;
May 21

Fali Rustomgt Billimoria (81),
20, Soona Mhl, Marne Dnive,
400020; May 22

Reranbai Nevalsha Cooper
{99}, Rubans, Setalvad Lane,
30, Napean Sea Rd, 400006
May 22

Rustemgi Jamshedii Desai (83),
Suleman Manzil, 176, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Dadar, 400014;
May 22

Banee Hormusii Tampal (T4),
H-21. Cusrow Baug. 5. B. Rd.,
400039; May 22

Kaikfishroo Cooverji Wadia
(84}, B34, Jer Baug, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Byculla,
400027; May 22

Perinbanea Khodabux Tran
(68). 325, Sidhwa Bldg,
Balaram 5t, Grant Rd,
400007; May 23

Khorshed Peshoetan Daver
(85), B-14, Shapur Baug, V.
P. R, 400004; May 24
Shivin Divngisha Lakdawalla
(79, DV¥IR, Godrej Baug,
Mapean Sea Rd. 400026;

May 24

Roshan Rusi Poonewalla (63),
31, Anmol Apt, 6710, Sorabyi
Samok Lane, Dhobitalao,
AO00N02: May 24

Kebkhashra Mervange
Bulreriwelia (82), 190-A,
Presswalla Bldg, Lamington
Rd. 400007; May 25

Bomen Jamshedii Kharas
(#0). B/103, Dhanbai P.
Jeejibhai Bldg. Next 1o St
Peter’s School, Vasa (W),

401201; May 25

Alamai Rustom Madon (92),
604-B, Madhu-Milan, Eksar
Rd. Bornivli (W), 400002:
May 25

Rustom Kharshedji Pavri (86),
33, Jamaspji Apts. 32, Sleater
Rd, 400007; May 25

Sheroo Manek Bilimoria (83).
D, Imperial Mhl, Khodadad
Circle, Dadar, 400014;

May 26

Kaikivushroo Maneckji Malva
(BB}, F-1, Shapur Baug, V. P.
Rd, 400004; May 26

Piloo Peshotan Posiwalla
(84), Clo Amy R. lrani, Vijay
Niwas Mo 5, Sleater Rd,
400007, May 26

Khushre Khodaram Roshni
{66), 42, Olympus, M. M. C.
Rd. Mahim, 400016; May 26
Kumi Phirejshah Fitter (67),
Farcdoon Ter, 676, Katrak Rd,
Wadala, 400031; May 27
Zarine Ruttonji Dastoor (68),
501, Bhagwati, 68, Yar Rd,
Versova, 400061; May 28
Aloo Dara Kanga (74),
Tehmina Captain Bldg,
Zoroastrian Clny, Chikalwadi,
400007; May 28

Erach Navroji Parel (70, R.
F. Cooper Bldg. Comer of

urjor

Framji
& Company

Licensed Plumbers

Marine Mansion, st Marine Street, Mumbai 400002

Tel: 2083207

Sanitary & Drainage Contractors
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With Best Compliments From

LEACH & WEBORNY

When in Bombay Contact us
for attending to your laundry.
We are Launderers & Dyers of repute.
We will also attend to your carpets
for cleaning or dyeing.

66, Off E. Moses Road, Worli, Bombay 40[!018
Phone: Head Office 2654294 Factory: 4924384, 4925644




Grant Rd, 400007; May 28

Aloe Khodabix Surveyor (89),

Chapsey Ter, Altamount Rd,
400026; May 28

Telwming Gustadji Gandfi
(97}, 323, A, H. Wadia Baug,
Parel Tank Rd, 400033;

May 29

Maneck Jamshedji Colaba-
walla (78), Old Chinoy Bldg,
Zoroastoian Clny, Chikalwadi,
Grant Rd, 400007 May 30
Rari Jehangirji Damania (86),
Wadia Bldg, 6, Babulnath Rd,
400007; May 30

Dorabji Maneckji Patel (86),
Shilpa Apts, Naigaum Cross
Rd. Dadar, 400014; May 30

Sarosh Naval Goghavala (85),

24, 5ai Darshan, Cumballa
Hill, 400036; May 31

Rest Naoroji Marolia (80), 7,
Bai Ratanbai Tata Bldg, 5. V.
Rd. Bandra, 400050; May 31
Ernich Ardesiir Mehta (80),
Karim Bldg, Grant Rd.
SO00K0T: May 31

Rubwv Nariman Nallaseth (65},
Mayfair Hse. Little Gibhs Rd,
Malabar Hill, 400006; May 31
Piroj Darabshaw Bilimoria
(75). Dhun Villa, Malcolm
Baug, Jogeshwan (W),
400102: June 1

Shircen Dosoo Secjeehhoy
(791, South Ville, 106, M.
Parckh Rd, Colaba, 400005,
June |

Benoo Minoe Paver (75), 63,
Mumtaz Manzil, Wodehouse
Rd, Colaba, 400005: June |
Jal Framro: Baricha (83).
Brs, Princess St, 400002;
June 3

Melrn Belwam Coriractor
(87}, Hormuzd Mans, Opp
Bhatia Hosp, Tardeo, 400007;
June 3

Nargish Dhanjishaw Medhora
(76). Clo Dhanjishaw
Medhora, Parsi Students’
Hostel, 8, Gamadia Clny,
Tardeo, 400007; June 3
Phiroze Darabshaw Prmdole
(799, AS21, United Chmbs,
347, Maulana Shaukat Al Rd,
400007; Junc 3

Yezdi Savabksha Chanidana
(74). 21, Dubash Bldg. Old
Khareghat Clny, Hughes Rd.
S0000T: June 4

Shirin Ketkobad Elavea (87),
Ef14, Shapur Baug, V. P. Rd,
400004; June 6

Shekufeh Farshid Yazdani
(32), 1/31. Sangam Bldg. Opp
Century Bazar, Worli,
4O0025; Junc 6

Framvoze Ardeshir Boomla
(85), Holland Hse, 5. B. Rd.
400039; June 7

Homai Tehmul Bulsara (82),
Palia Mans, 622, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; June 7

Narges Davabsha Kapeadia
(791, Chaman Chmbs 4, st
Marine 51, 400002; June 7
Dalenr Kebid Khembarra (82), 8,
Sea-shell, Perry Rd, Bandra,
00050 June 7

Pheroze Rustomjee Bharecha
(100), The Homestead, 6,
Kashibai Navarange Rd, New
Gamdevi, 400007; June 8
Shirin Pliroze Bharacha (83),
Homi Hall, Deolali, 422401;
June 8

Fali Belwramji Gerdon (68).
Plot no 5, Above Grant Rd P.
0., Sleater Rd, 400007; June 8
Mani Fracl frans (73), Rustom
Court, Worli, 400025; June 8
Bamansha Byramsha
Pardiwalla (80), 15,
Saloorabai Manzil, Wadia 5t,
Tardeo, 400034; June 8

Ertich Jal Writer (75), Dinu
Villa, 631, M. Joshi Rd, Parsi
Cloy. Dadar, 400014; June 8
Pilowo Soralji Caprain (82),
Central Bldg no 1, Bomanji
Master B, 400002; Junc 9

Bapai Bomansha Khan (79),
B-1. Triputi Apts, Warden Rd,
400026; June 9

Allan Rustomji Chiniwala
(76), C/5, Rustom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byculla, 400027;
June 10

Jaiji Nusserwanji Parel (112),
Af4, 5. B. Bharucha Baug, S.
V. Rd. Andheri (W), 400058;
June 10

Jerbai Jehangirfi Talavia
{95). BA204, Brahmand Face
3, Azad Ngr, Thane (W),
400601; June 10

Hilla Cawas Bharucha (86), 5,
East and West Court, Colaba
Causeway, 400039; June 11
Pesi Khurshedji Bulsara (74),
Mishra Bhavan, Wadia 5t,
Tardeo, 400034; June 12

Lim Ardeshir Dumasia (70),
M-13, 5. B. Bharucha Baug.
S. V. Rd, Andhen (W),
400058; June 12

Zithin Savak Mogal (30), L-2.
62, Cama Park, Cama Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058; June 12
Soral Ardeshic MullaPhiroze
(84). A, Gool Mhl, Sleater Rd.
400087; June 12

Boman Kaikhushroo Shroff
(%5), 53, Mistry Park, B.
Desai Rd, 400026: June 12

KAmpI0

Manufacturers and Exporters of

“CHAMPION” BRAND

Asbestos/non-asbestos, fibre jointings
sheets, cloth, packings, seals, PTFE, spiral

wound metallic and CAF gaskets

Gram: “CAFJOINT” Andheri. Telex: 011-79003 FIRE-IN
Fax: 091-22-837 02 47 091-22-838 14 47

Telephone: 8321071, 8367311-15

15, Parsi Panchayat Road, Andheri (E), Bombay 400069

CHAMPION JOINTINGS LIMITED
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With compliments of

TARAPORE & COMPANY

Engineers and Contractors

TARAPORE CONSTRUCTIONS
Private Limited
Engineers and Builders

Head Office
Dhun Building. 827 Anna Salai. Chennai 600002
Phone: 8521567 (8 lines) Fax 044 8520143 Telex 041 8359 TRPR II\:

Regional Offices
502 Ansal Chamber I1. 6. Bhikaiji Cama Place, New Delhi 110066
Phone: 6109092 Fax 011 6195799

6, Spencer Road. Bangalore 560005
Phone: 5552517, 5552202 Fax 080 5572447

Patel Building. Main Road, Bistupur, Jamshedpur
Phone: 431345 Fax 0657 432239

Branches

Lucknow, Babrala, Dharwad, Hyderabad, etc

HOTEL AADITHYA

(A unit of Tarapore & Company)
The compact, complete hotel that’s big
on comfort and service

155/1 Arcot Road. Vadapalani. Chennai 600026
Phone: 4880488/4845157 Fax 4844303




Dasabhoy Motabloy Shraff
(83), G-52, Cusrow Baug, S.
B. Rd, 400039; June 12
Dinshaw Jehangir Antia (73),
Ajay Niwas, 443, Girgaum
Rd, 400002; Junc 14

Phliroze Sorabji Devitre (30),
6, Divecha Bldg, Malcolm
Baug. Jogeshwari (W),
400102; June 14

Dluemnad Navalshaw Driver
(80}, Room no 5, Cama Bldg,
Murzban Clny, 22, Gilder
Lane. 400008; June 14
Goolbanoo Boman Trani (69),
Room no 35, Maneckji Petit
Charity Trust Bldg. Mody St,
Fort, 400001; Junc 14
Kaikhashrea Dhuijishaw
Melua (39), 215, R. K. Mans
(Amroliwalla Bldg), M. M.
Joshi Marg, 400013; June 14
Roshan Keki Raghina (77),
Lady Dorab Tata Bldg no 1,
Tata Blocks, 5. V. Rd, Bandra
(W), 400050; June 14

Adi Befiram Sagar (638), 9,
Colaba Chmbs, Wodehouse
Rd. 400005; June 15

Nargish Behramshal Dhabhar
(T8), 406, Alankar Bldg,
Balaram 3t, Grant Rd,
400007; June 16

Jer Tirandaz Tranpur (68),
A-20, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar

Rd, Byculla, 400027; June 16
Afoo Behramshaw Mistry (80),
53, Hirabai Petit Bldg, Opp
Grant Rd Stn (E), 400007,
June 16

Noshiv Cawasji Engineer (38),
R3/3, Sunder Ngr, 8. V. Rd,
Malad (W), 400064; June 17
Eduffi Pirosiee Ghaswala (78),
Jame Jamshed Bldg, 511,
Parsi Clny. Dadar, 400014;
June 17

Salengir Rustampi Kapefiva
(38), Clo B. A, Daruwala,
Dinshaw Bldg, Dhunbaiwadi
Dhuswadi, Vile Parle (W),
400056 June 17

Khorshed Sarosh Zovabi
(Tafi) (84), At Post
Mankiwali, Tal Khalapur.
410202; June 17

Addi S Bewde (90), BGK,
Bhadwar Park, Railway Clny,
Wodchouse Rd, 400005:

June 18

Pervez Rustomji Commissariet
(52}, 310, Panchal Mgr Co-op
Hsg Soc, Nilemore Rd.,
Mallagzopara (W) June 19
Firoz Faramroz Efavia (69),
11416, Tata Cloy, Sir Ratan
Tata Rd, Tardeo, 400034;
June 19

Homei Erach Kherganwalla
(%1). Pehelvi Bldg, 315,

Lamington Rd, 400007;

June 19

Rati Noshir Mistry (T2),
Ahunavar, 617, Jame Jamshed
Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; June 19

Melroo Evachsha Panthaki
(79), 598 A, Wadia Bldg,
Girgaum Rd, 400002; June 19
Howmai Purvez Bhiwandiwella
(81), Gemfrina, 630,
Khareghat Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; June 21

Najoo Cali Daruwala (82),
Doctor Engincer Bldg,
Kashinath Rd, Tardeo,
400034; June 21

Banoobai Framroz Wadia
(92), 609, Singapori Bldg, J.
Shankersheth Rd, 400002;
June 21

Navazhai Pallewi Hilloona
(87}, Koka Sadan, Sopari
Baug, Parel, 400012; June 22
Kaikaslen Hormesii Vajifdar
(95}, 2. Doctor Daji Bldg, M.
M. C. Rd, Mahim, 400016;
June 22

Rustam Sheriavji Zarelia (66),
403, Rizvi Palace, Hill Rd,
Bandra, 400050; June 22
Sheroo Kavashah Anklesaria
{77} 20, Malbari Bldg, New
Khargghat Clny, Hughes Rd,
400007; June 23

Dhwnjishaw Fardoon Garda
(90), B-9, New Khareghat
Clny, Hughes Rd, 400007;
June 23

Dosabhai Jamshedfi Daver
192), New Khan Bldg,
Zoroastrian Clny, Chikalwadi,
Grant Rd, 400007; June 24
Dolly Minoo Kasad (57),
Room no 12, Petit Widows'
Chawl, Thakurdwar, 400002;
June 24

Homai Nariman Kaigara (81),
Sai-Ashish, 31-32, Tertulian
Rd. Off Peter Dias Rd, Bandra
400050: June 24

Shavak Jehangirji Kheshwala
(70}, B-305, Kailash Apts,
293, Bellasis Rd, 400008;
June 24

Roshan Ardeshir Kolah (61),
2, Noor-E-Rahmat, 59, B. 1.
Rd. Bandra (W), 400050,
June 24

Telunurasp Bhikhaji
Andhyarwjina (75), The
Reward, Next to Ganga
Jamuna Theater, Tardeo,
400007; June 25

Freny Bejonji Panthaky (71),
1942, Mew Wadia Bldg,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari
(W), 4Q0102; June 25
Nergish Adi Mehia (66),
B-203, Ashirwad Complex,

With Best Wishes From

and

Mr Rusy M. Shroff, msE.

Mrs Purviz R. Shroff
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On the roads
these can ensure
your safety

[N & [l
< m [«
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Bhaskar Alley, Vasai Village,
Vasai, Dist Thane, 401201
June 26

Shera Dinsfa Balsara (73),
Readymoney Block, T84,

M. loshi Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014: June 27

Gool Pivoz Khan (72), Jame
Tamshed Bldg, 811, Jame
Jamshed Rd. Dadar, 400014;
June 27

Rusi Darabshaw Maodv (81),
14-B, Vijay Bhavan, 5t
Sebastian Rd, Bandra,
JOC05(0); June 27

Thirity Percy Avari (70),
B-20, Tardeo Chimbs. Avabai
Kashinath 5t, Tardeo, 400034;
June 28

Dhunjisha Pirejsha Ratnagar
(85), C-20, Cusrow Baug, 3.
13, R, 400039; June 29
Bownanshaw Darabsiaw Patel
156), Mcherbai Wadia Bldg,
Tod-1. M. Joshi Rd, Parsi
Clny. Dadar, 400014;

June 30

Sarosh Bomansheaw Patel (49),

73, Firoja Villa, Malcolm
Baug, 5. V. Rd, Jogeshwari
(W), 400102; June 30

CALCUTTA
BOEN
A boy, Danesh, to Shenaz and

Subine Db, Tanuary 4

MED
Shivin Minn Jila, mother of

Darius and Pervin Darius Nus-

serwanji; December 10, 1998
Aspy Jal Danelivarfa, hushand
of Roshan and Gither of
Shahruk and Kaiead:

January 2, 1999

Beanoo Shapurfi Guezder,
January 18

Jevon Sherosl Katkobed,
mether of Perver and Gaver
Chatterjee: January 25

Meani Hoslang Engineer,
mether of Parver and
Meheryar; January 31

Homad Dosabdied Jila, mother
of Zann Gimi, Homi, Behram
and Khorshed Davar; May 22

POONA

DIEDY

Dally Pallonje Mistry (74),
Mody Clny, Synagogue 51,
411001 Aprl 5

Hermevin Gustend Yazdegardi
{73}, C-1/21-22, Brahma
Baug, Mundhwa, 411036;
April 12

Roxin Sam Khangaleh (76),
20. Banu Apis, D, M. Rd.
411001 April 15

Maneck Jeejebloy Ghyara

(84). 19D, Mody Clny,
Synagogue St. 411001;

April 16

Goolbann Serabji Bharucha
(82}, Bf2, Gita Soc, Syna-
gogue 51, 411001; April 28
Homi Merwan Trani (76), 21,
Empress Gardens, Sopan
Baug, 411001 April 29
Ardeshir Gustad Lawver (T4),
Privadarshini, Koregaon Park,
411001; May 4

Erwch Avdeshir Parel (86), 24,

Pushpak Soc, Kalyaninagar,
411004; May §

Shenoz Boman Irani (47). 63,
St Patrick’s Town, 411013;
May 17

Herri Meelfuk Trani (T1), 7,
MNapier Rd. 41 1040; May 19
Davrar Phivajeshaf Ancia
(84). A-T. Ashoka Apts,
Mavlor Rd. 411001

May 24

Nergish Befiraon Irani (73), 3,
Mody Clny. Synagogue SI,
411001 May 31

SECUNDERABAD

MARRIED

Nazancen Murzban Umrigar
andd Howrivar Sam Debara;
February 26

Farahnaz A, Jami and Kaizer
0. Billimoria; June 25

DIED
Parinbanoo Bomeanshaw Porel
(86); March 3

Shirin G. Weadta (T9); Apnl 17
Fareed 1, lalia (57); April 24
Shivin B, Vakshar (71); May 10
Gool Phiroz Cheney; May 13

SURAT

DIED

Rusibhai Jehangirji
Anklesaria (75), Pinakin Apt,
MNanpura, 395001; May 10
Jamshedii Hormasji Kaipitia
(843, Machhlipith, Shahpore,
395003; May 21

Najoo Jesi Patel (72,
Parsiwad, Village Adajan,
Dist Surat; May 21

Hranbix Framroz Dasioor
{72). 1. Sahkar Ngr, Magdalla
Rd, Post Althan, Udhana,
394210, May 26

Neshir Pirojshaw Birathena
{65). Dangore St Nanpura,
95001, June 6

Jalejar Ardeshir Daver (61),
Kavina St, Vanki Bordi,
195003; June 15

Rusi Maneckji Wadia (82),
Marimag Home and
Infirmary, Shahpore,
393003; June 16

Dadiba Ervchshaw Gandhi
(%6}, Nagonwad, Sayedpura,

With Best Compliments From

R.NOWROJEE

and Company

Specialised in

MICR Cheques, Public Issue
and Multicoloured Offset Printing

Pallonji Compound, Dadoji Kondev Cross Marg,

Victoria Garden, Bombay 400027
Tel: 3745863, 3722550, 3745825
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THE NEW ULTRA - MODERN HOSPITAL COMPLEX

Architect : Kamal S. Malik, Bombay Builders : Holzmann Videocon Engineers Ltd.

MEDICAL FACILITIES AVAILABLE AT RUBY HALL CLINIC

Urological Surgery including Endoscopies + Medical Oncology

Lithotripsy Other Diagnostic investigations such as Holter
Monitor, Stress Test, E. E. G., E. M. G,

B. A. E. R., Ultrasound '

Orthopaedics, Arthroscopy

- Nd-Yag Surgical Laser Facilities

Hadn::tl‘me:rapy General Surgery

Paediatric Surgery Button Hole Abdominal Surgery

Gynaecology and Obstetrics Nuclear Medicine, Gamma Camera Hand
Intensive Care beds for Coronary Care, Surgery & Replantation Unit
Respiratory Failures, Neurology, P. I. C. U. Tralima & Bums

N. L. C. U.
ir L Plastic Surgery
i AIDS Clinic

Kidney Transp':ant . Industrial & Environmental Medicine
RIA Lab. for Endocrine assessments Eye Bank

Dental Unit E.R.C.P

Digital Subtraction Angiography Video Bronchoscopy

ColourDoppler Echocardiography Colposcopy

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) ENT, Audiometry & Speech Therapy

Angioplasty & Stent Implantation
Cardiac Surgery
Neurosurgery

+
*
*
*
*
+*
*
L]
*

> > R

POONA MEDICAL FOUNDATION

RUBY HALL CLINIC

40 Sassoon Road, Pune 411001 (India) Tel: (020) 623391 (8 lines) Fax: (020) 624529
e-mail: pmrf & giaspn01.vsnl.net.in

Visit us at www.rubyhall.com




395003, June 20
e FIGURES AT A GLANCE"

CANADA Bombay India World

Ontario This issue 1998*  1999° Thisissue 1998* 1999  Thisissue 1998 1999°

BORN

A boy, Thomas William BIRTHS

Firoze. 1o Yasmin and Reandy Boys 16 116 42 1 3 6 2 51 8

Clark in Toronto; April 27 Girls 12 g2 4 — 5 - 4 55 8

A girl, Alisha Farah, 1o Persis

and Cyvrus Banker in Oakville; MARRIAGES

May 4 Parsi 13 262 127 2 15 6 1 14 3
INTERCOMMUNAL

R Males married out — 63 A8 - 1 o R,

Minoe Ernchshaw Females married out i 56 4 LY 1 =5 == 9 i

Treasurywala (81). husband

of Coomi and father of Anaita DEATHS

and Adi in Toronto, CONSIGHED

February 18 Males 1] 481 2% 15 125 54 4 85 16
Females 94 513 264 16 115 41 — 47 13

Quebec CREMATED

MARRIED

Shirin Palkfivala and Fram :':ﬂa|ESI _'I 1.} g = : : : : =

Petit in Montreal; June 26 SHE0S

PAKISTAN *Running totals for 1998 (January 1998-July-August 1999 issues)

s oRunning totals for 1999 (January 1989-July-August 1999 issues)

DIED Overseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Paséana does nol have a breakup of those cremaled.

Jimmy Mehta, father of Delna *These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Farsiana. They do not represent the

Minwalla; April 13 total number of births, marrages and deaths in the Zoroaslrian community in India and abroad.

USA Georgia Lllinois Texas
California BORN DIED RORN %
BORN A boy, Ruzan, o Nariman Jokhy (82), A girl, Madison Kate, 1o Mayraz

A girl, Reanna, 1o Faral
and Khushroo Unwalla in

Bakhtavar and Hslre-

dear Dariowalle,

hushand of Rati and father of
Aban and Pervez in Peoria;

and Marthew (fson in Houston;
June 25

Highland; January 29 April 1 March 4 Compiled by Roxana A, Driver
& 3
R,
(ABD
) A
s 'Lf
‘-. .-‘-

ASSOCIAT

=0 BREWERIES & DISTILLERIES PVT. LTD.

Bakhtawar, 12th Floor, Backbay Reclamation Scheme Block lII,
Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021. Tel: 2871516/2871125 Fax: 2871121

Makers of

1%

N =)

4."" = 2,

2,
J7IONDONY, London‘g
\\PILSNER \/ Y, Diet

LW CALORIE

3-‘.! &
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CONSTRUGTION |

(Under completion)

The biggest Parsi Zoroastrian
residential complex at Salsette,
Andheri (East), Mumbuai,
architecturally designed with
wide roads and having:

* Beautifully laid out garden
*x 750 Nos. of tenements
* Dadgah * Community hall
* All at affordable price for needy
and deserving Parsi/lrani
Zoroastrians in Mumbai

Persepolis Construction Company
Private Limited

Civil Engineers & Contractors
Jaiji Terrace, Plot No 9, Naushir Bharucha Marg, Mumbei 400007
Tel Nos: 3090039/3077200/3090123




IN MEMORIAM

An anjuman asset

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Died: Aspi Merwan Irani, 74, president
of the Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman
(IZA) and vice president of the World
Zoroastrian Organisation (WZO)-India,
on March 19, 1999 in Bombay follow-
ing cardiac arrest.

Irani’s “very wvaluable services as

trustee, vice president and president of

the Anjuman extending over 14 years,”
were recorded in the con-
dolence resolution adopied
at the working commillee
meeting of the 1ZA. “His
guidance for such a long
period had helped the
Anjuman in various ways,”
continued the resolution
commending his “ever
willingness 1o attend 1o the
work of the Anjuman
whenever the same (was)
placed before him.”

“Very conscientious”
and “an asset o the Anjuman” was how
IZA vice president Zal K. Erance viewed
the president. “He saw 1o it that he
attended all the meetings of the Anjuman
even at the cost of his health and work,
unless he was out of Bombay,” added
Erance. Al the executive council meet-
ings of the Federation of Parsi Zoroas-
trian Anjumans of India oo Irani was
among the most regular members who
had recently been elected treasurer. At
its last meeting in Bombay on June 12,
1999 the Federation observed a two-
minute silence in his memory.

When speaking al the condolence
meeting convened by the WZO in joint
honor of Rohinton Chinoy and Irani,
Marazban Patrawala, member of the
MNational Minorities Commission gave
Irani credit for taking up matters at the
senior level when Iranian Zoroastrian
students were being deported from In-
dia. He even went up to Rajiv Gandhi
and ultimately saw 1o it that the depor-
tation was halied. Lands in Palghar and
Marker Manzil in Lonavla being valu-
able properties owned by the IZA, Irani
would make personal visits 1o the sites
1o keep himself abreast of the lates
developments, stated Erance.
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lrani: ever olfiging

Al the last World Zoroasirian Con-
eress in Tehran, Irani had represented
the Bombay-based 1ZA. “Full of life,
optimistic, cheerlul and gregarious, he
lived life to the lullest,” remarked
Erance. Another characteristic of Irani
which had endeared him o his col-
leagues and juniors was his humility.
He xlmu ed great consideration for his

i stalf members and was al-
ways willing to take up
their cause, believing that
charity begins athome. The
poor and necedy who ap-
proached him knew he had
a soft corner for the eco-
nomically weaker section.

“He never used his of-
lice o grant any out-ol-
wrn favors,” recalls his cl-
der daughter Phiroza Tafti
who says that she knew
very little about his com-
munity involvement, and that oo often
from outside sources, her father prefer-
ring to maintain a low profile. She
recalled though that her father's firm,
Aspi Irani, reputed as engineers and
contractors, had made a humble begin-
ning from their then residence at leﬂ.l
Street, Fort. Over the years he had hulll.
up a reputation whilst building facto-
ries for Bombay Dyeing, Morarji Mills
and others, and undertaking some resi-
dential constructions like the new build-
ing at Cusrow Baug and Daisylea on
Mount Pleasant Road.

“Itis indeed sad 1o lose a person who
has been so closely associated with
Bombay Dyeing over the last few de-
cades,” remarked the company’s mar-

keting manager Ness N Wadia in his -

condolence letter to the family. “1 spent
many an evening just sitting and talking
about work and life with him. 1 will
miss his wisdom dearly,” he added,

Al Udvada, Irani was instrumental
in building Spenta and Phiroz Ghar,
alfordable residential complexes for Zo-
roastrians. He was also known 1o be “a
great devotee ofthe holy fire in Udvada,”
recalled WZO president Dadi Engineer
al the condolence mecting. Every

Behram roz he would visit the Iranshah
until two years ago when he suffered a
paralytic stroke and subsequently sul-
fered from an enlarged heart which
necessitated a slowdown in his activi-
ties. “But he did not like living life that
way,” observed Tafui who convinced
him to wind up his firm which he was in
the process of doing in March 1999,

With his elder daughter based in
Dahanu and his younger daughter
Tanaaz Timblo settled in Goa, most of
Irani’s trips in later years were to these
destinations although travelling was
once a passion for him. There was a
time however when every school holi-
day the family would be touring differ-
ent parts of India, “nothing exotic,”
clarifies Talti, but covering distances
by road and staying in affordable board-
ing houses.

Known 1o be a conservative, at his
paidust, his younger daughter who has
married out of the community sat not in
the main bungli at Doongerwadi but in
the adjoining room, mentions Tafti. And
while he had great faith in the tenets of
the Zoroastrian religion, he also be-
lieved in Kamu Baba and realized the
inevitability of changing with the times
and accepling his daughter’s decision
o marry a non-Parsi.

“He was a very strict father,” accord-
ing to the elder daughter who learnt the
reason only later when she was in col-
lege. He too was very naughty as a child
and was in and out of several schools,
she was told — Cathedral and John
Connon, the boarding school in Deolali,
finally completing his schooling from
St Xavier's in Bombay. Subsequently
he graduated in civil engineering from
the Poona University and was employed
with Shapoorji Pallonji and Company
Private Limited for some years. He then
set up a partnership firm, Antia and
Irani, with Khurshed Antia and when
his partner chose to move to Dubai,
Irani branched out on his own in 1969,
mentions Tafli.

“Asilent person who got things done,”
was the tribute paid to him by Bombay
Parsi Punchayet trustee Rustom Tirandaz
which aptly sums up Irani's nature.

Irani is survived by his wife Katie
and daughters Phiroza Tafti and Tanaaz
Timblo.
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IN MEMORIAM

Press, prayers, projects

Died: Rohinton Perves Chinoy, 49, pro-
prictor of Union Press and joint honor-
ary secretary of the World Zoroastrian
Orgamisation (WZ0)-India, on March
5, 1999 a1 Bombay lollowing cardiac
arrest.

“Every time you open a prayer book
moan agiary, remember him.” urged
Dadi Engineer, president ol \
WZO-India, a a condolence
meecting convened under the
ot auspices of the WO and
The Navsari Parsi Associa-
tion on April 1, 1999, Known
to be religious, Chinoy had
continucd with the Union
Press’ tradition of printing
Avesta prayer books in En-
glish and Gujarati without
looking at its linancial viabal-
ity. Their calendars 100, syn-
chronizing the Shahenshahi
and Kadmi with the
Gregorian dates were popular
among community members,

Asproprietorof India’s old-
esl existing commercial print-
g establishment, on the occasion ol the
| 40th anniversary ol the Press in 1997,
Chinoy had been felicitated by the
Karnataka State Printers Association in
Bangalore. Tocoincide with their 140th-
yearcelebrations Chinoy had smnounced
his plans 1o distribute free copies of the
Khordeh Avestatoall the fire-temples in
India.

“He was a dynamie, hively and very
loving personalily in the printing Irater-
nity and we at Mumbai Mudrak Sangh
have losta jewel.” noted president Ram
Desan in the March issue of Print Bulie-
tin, the journal of the Mumbal Mudrak
Sangh. Chinoy had also served as hon-
orary joint secretary of the All India
Federation of Master Printers.

The fifth generation from the Family
o take overthe reins of Union Press, “he
entered the business asan inexperienced
voung man full of enthusiasm and soon
picked up the intricacies of the trade and
his hunger to acquire technical knowl-
edge was famastic...Soon he realized
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that the only way 1o survive in the

business was 1o adopt new techno-
logy... The changeover clearly showed
that Bohinton had a vision and loresight
much ahead of some ol the stalwarts in
the printing industry,” remarked N. R.
Patel, past president of the Mumbai
Mudrak Sangh.

Chinev: Pioneering and expanding
Photo: Chatan Mistry

“In business he was consiantly inno-
valing, pioneering and expanding. He
would be so involved inlus work that he
would neglect food and rest. Alone, he
used o work till late in the night.” wrote
Noshir Dadrawala who considered him
an clder brother “always by my side...in
times of distress.” Dadrawala also re-
ferred 1o Chinoy’s sense ol humor and
his zest Tor the good things in life, pre-

ferring 10 count his blessings than his -

cilories!

Every Behram roz he was invariably
al Udvada, dutifully paying his respects
o the Transhah. “God has helped me a
all times. He has given me more than
what I wanted.” he had told Parsicana in
an interview (sce “Chinoy's pressing
role,” February-March 1997). Tt was m
Uldvada than he was keen Lo start a lodg-
ing house (o provide alfordable accom-
maodation for 24 hours 1o poor Zoroasiri-

ans interested in praying at the Atash
Behram there as alsointroducing acheap
local conveyance facility. At Udvada
oo he was involved in one of his many
social welfare projects — distributing
foodgrain o the poor households in the
vicinity. Notonly the destitute in Udvada
but the widows at Lalbaug, the hapless
for whom he printed invi-
Lations free of cost, the
young cnir¢prencurs as
also the sportsmen of the
communily, the many
trusts and organizations
which felt Iree 1o use his
premises...will miss his
presence.

“More than 90 percent
of the Zoroastrians of the
world have been 1wouched
by Rohinton Chinoy,” de-
clared Bombay Parsi
Punchayet (BPP) trusice
Rustom Tirandaz at the
condolence meeting recall-
ing his warmhearted per-
sonality. *We at the WZ0
miss him very sadly,” mentioned Engi-
neer giving his reasons: His address was
available for WZO correspondence: tick-
ets for their functions would be sold at
Union Press; all managing commillee
meetings were held at the Press pre-
mises when Chinoy played host. For the
Navsari Parsi Association too, Union
Press was their official address, stated
president Burjor Antia who described
Chinoy as a “greal  worker of our
community...He was everywhere.” He
loaned his premises at Wadala for use by
the Jam-e-Jamshed Weekly, said BPP
trustee Dinshaw Tamboly. “He was in-
terested in the working of the Parsi
Punchayet and could one day have been
a trustee of the BPP,” noted BPP chair-
man Jamshed Guizder.

He was “deeply dedicated to the Li-
ons movement and (was) committed 1o
furthering various ongoing service
projects lor the betterment of society,”
noted an obituary write-up in honor of
Chinoy who had worked as secretary of
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Chinoy who had worked as secretary of
the Lions Club of Byculla for the year
1998-99. With the Freemasonic and
Giants movement too Chinoy had main-
tained ties,

Being burdened with several respon-
sibilitics he was always in a tearing
hurry to fulfil his duties and Chinoy had
acknowledged the good managerial
counsel of Tamboly who used to con-
tinuously goad him to adopt a slower
pace. “He never joined any organiza-
tion without a purpose,” revealed his
clder daughter Mcher, “He died as he
had lived: speedily, suddenly and with-
out any fuss.”

On the day of his unexpected death,
mal Meher, roz Meher, the lamily were
to move into their new house al Dadar’s
Mancherji Joshi Parsi Colony. As noted
acommuniqué from wife Dinaz, daugh-
ters Meher and Kainaz, “While Rohin-
lon’s passing away so suddenly has left
us all shocked and in grief, we his
family members also recognize that the
responsibility of continuing his work
and lulfilling all his dreams now rests
on us.."

Adter his initial study at the Antonio
' Silva High School, Chinoy had ma-
triculated from the Dadar Parsee Youths
Assembly High School. He then pro-
ceeded 1o the Government Institute of
Printing Technology for higher studies,
Viewing himself as “a product of
Nowroz Baug,” he continued 1o main-
tain his ties with the residents there who
convened a condolence meeting on
March 14 under the joint auspices of the
Nowroz Baug Play Centre and the N. N,
Wadia Welfare League. As was re-
called at the meeting, he started his
social activities by taking up various
responsibilitics as managing commit-
tee member and joint honorary secre-
tary of the N. N. Wadia Welfare League
including conducting educational tours
and sporls tournaments. Sports activi-
ties continued to be dear 1w him and
there were many competitions and ath-
letic meets within the communily where
Union Press had associated itsell as a
SPONSOr,

To Chinoy, a conservative at heart,
events that contributed to the commu-
nity's well-being were worthy of en-
couragement. As the good samaritan
had told Parsiana, “Anything good 1
can do for the community, I'm avail-
able.”

Chinoy is survived by his maother
Perinbanoo, wile Dinaz, and daughters
Meher and Kainaz. AL G,
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More on Marker
When East Timor, a part of Indonesia,
was in the news over the issue of granting
it awonomy, [ had witnessed on televi-
sion 4 CNN presenter in the Q&A - Asia
series asking Mr Jamsheed Marker ques-
tions on East Timor. Mr Marker looked
like a soft-spoken man in his sixties. He
was introduced as the United Nations’
Secretary General's personal envoy. It is
an honor that Mr Marker, a Parsi, should
hold such a highly trusted post.

Who is Marker? Where does he live?

Will any of your readers throw light
on the above questions and also give a
life-sketch of him?

BHIKHAJ M, ADENWALLA

The Editor replies

Jamsheed Marker has at various times
heen Pakistan’s ambassador o the
United States and the United MNations
and has represented his country on the
Security Council. He lives in the US.

Whither, Parsiana?

To improve the readability of your maga-
zine please introduce interesting columns
which our youngsters can enjoy.

Please also incorporate columns
which bring in contributions from read-
ers. This we leel can boost the circula-
tion, The increase in the subscription
rate also makes us think twice before
subscribing. B M. DAVAR

The Editor replies

While we may not have a column ex-°

clusively devoted to the youth, we are
always keen 1o feature their accom-
plishments in our columns.

Despite our subscription base being
limited, Parsiana has never stinted in
giving coverage o community events
be it a Federation meeting in Indore or
a Youth Congress in the UK or a World
Congress in Tehran,

We have increased the number of
editorial pages per issue both lor color
and black and white. In 1998 we intro-

duced a calendar giving the Shahen-
shahi, Kadmi and Fasli rozs. This has
also added to our cosis. Readers will
appreciate that 1o cover the costs of
publishing a professional community
journal we have no oplion bul 1o raise
our subscription and advertising rates.
Only 37 percent (Rs 12.58 lakhs) of our
income is derived from subscription.
Hence the subscription rate 15 subsi-
dized by advertising (60 percent of our
mcome, Bs 2004 lakhs) and donations
{(three percent, Rs 1.02 lakhs).

J. R. D. Tata’s abode

J. R. D. Tata was among the top few
influential decision makers of the world.
He headed the powerful Tata organiza-
tion with a turnover running into sev-
cral crores of rupees. Apart from this,
he was a pioneer in Indian aviation and
supported any worthwhile national
cause based on family planning or sci-
entific rescarch and education.

On a number of occasions, his group
built prestigious flats and houses in
India so that from the rent received they
could support the fine arts.

He preferred to stay ina rented house
called Cairns in the posh Altamount
Road locality for 50 long years. This
100-vear-old two-storeyed bungalow
was built on a 4,700 sq m plot. Its 15
rooms provided a panoramic view of
south Bombay. Unfortunately itis about
to be destroyed very soon because it is
in shambles.

Mow that he is no more, our nation
pays no heed o repairing his bungalow,
This prestigious bungalow should be
converted into a historical monument
in memory of 1. R. D. Tata.

DINSHAW D. NATERWALLA

CLARIFICATION

In response to our report “When Sam
came to Sanjan” (Parsiana, January
1999) where it was mentioned that
the call to sing Chhaivé Hamé
Zarthoshti was overruled, one of our
readers Behram Rustomji sent us a
letter (Readers’ Forum, Parsiana,
May 1999) stressing on the impor-
tance of singing this song. Rati Wadia
who was the master of cere-monies
on the occasion has clarified that the
call to sing Chraiyé Hamé Zarathoshii
was not overruled. The gathering hap-
pily sung this all-time favorite, alter
which the lunction concluded with
the national anthem.

Edited by Parinoz M. Gandha
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