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READERS’ FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’

Forum, Parsiana, G.P.0. Box 832,
Bombay 400001, Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

“A country apart”

1 have just read the Parsicire (A coun-
try apart,” Zoroastrians Abroad. Janu-
ary 1999) and my interview therein. |
hope you do realize that in irying o
“spice-up” her article Arnavaz Mama
may have stirred up a hornet’s nest. At
the very start of the interview, | asked
whether I was speaking on behalf of my
family or the community and hoped this
wouldn't turn out more like a “Parsi
natak (drama).” Was that the reason |
wasn't shown the draft before going to
print? Distance has put the Parsiana on
a pedestal in the hearts of most overseas
Zarathushtis. Like the numerous other
icoms it holds a special place in the
psyche of our race. Surely, you as one of
its stalwarts could have shown betier
judgment in positioning some of my
quotes in the right context. Just as you
have fully utilized your writer's free-
dom [ hope you'll be fair enough o
grant me the opportunity to let your
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readers know what “the other half™ said:
*Darius Pavri has looked after the reli-
gious needs ol our community with dig-
nity and honor for more than a decade.
However, he made it very clear from the
start that he would not partake in any
navjole or wedding ceremonies; only
because he felt he may not be qualified
to perform the same. As a community
we have never discusscd the “touchy™
topic of conversion
with him. Hence,
“Pavri however re-
luses Lo accepl them™
al the end of the para
on conversion is lo-
tally misplaced.
sMinochehr Shahzadi
does a ot of ravel in
his job. Besides he was
transferred a couple of times and has
anchored down in Perth only recently.
Since Darius was already performing
the rituals and the community had got-
ten used to one code, Minochehr didn’t
lind the need to upset a settled format. In
lact, he has played a prominent part in
all religious matters at all other imes.
There was never any “lear” or “rifis
created” between the two rituals, It is
misunderstandings, such as these, thal
create them.

*Dean Todd may not have come Lo the
Pateti function for personal reasons. He
may have felt disheartened at the re-
sponse o his offer for religious leciures.
Now to “pepper” these two with: “Todd
ok offence and didn’t come 1o the
“aeti function™ is pure sensationalizing
ol an absolute non-gvent,

We are a very young and energetic
community but in a very placid comer
ol the world. We will need the support of
other brethren o fulfil our dreams and
aspirations. The last thing we needed
was a cat among the pigeons.

HOMEE WADIA
Perth. Australia

Werelier: ler
rectelers know

Armavaz Mane replies
Homee Wadia has picked three flaws in
my article and it is possible that what he
meant 1o convey and what I perceived
were separated by a margin of error. In
any case. | am happy that he has put the
record straight.

Where | differ from Wadia is in his
alleged reason why his request to see the
dralt article was denied. Only in the

rarest case isthis done because Parsiana
policy has always been to maintain the
privacy of its articles until they are pub-
lished.

Filling in the gaps

We have just learnt of the sad demise of
Rohinton Chinoy of Union Press who
was a very hard worker, sometimes stay-
ing up to 11 p.m. o complete certain
orders. A great loss 1o the community.

In the article on the Bajan family of
Katni “Mines and the man” {Parsiana,
June 1998), Parsiana missed out, [think,
on the four-storied Bajan Building in
Navsari's Kanga Wad. It was the tallest
building in Navsari for nearly half a
century, its metal rooftop tower visible
from miles around. 1 know, because in
the "50s I used to fly kites from the
rooftop of that building! I still have the
photo of Jerbai Bajan in her 90s weaving
a kusti on the verandah of the building,
The Damania bungalow is opposite the
Bajan Building and Jerbai used to send
across a tray of the best tea with mint
leaves. lemon grass and all in a pot
whenever my dad and 1 arrived from
Bombay. Jerbai’s kind and gencrous
nature is legendary in Navsari.

I was happy 1o read of the exploits of
the Chinoy brothers (“Chinoy's cheese
spread,” Parsiana, September 1998} in
dairy farming. Their frightening experi-
ence in Turkey at the hands of the Turkish
secrel police was harrowing since they
were mistaken for PKEK Kurdish terror-
ists! | remember the incident well. The
Chinoy brothers were returning from
Germany astride two gleaming 750 cc
four-cylinder Honda motorbikes. They
stopped at a wayside eating place some-
where in Turkey. A member of the PKE
terrorist group came and sat next to them
and started chatting to them about their
bikes. ete. Unfortunately, as it happens,
the PKK terrorist was under the surveil-
lance of the Turkish secret police! Hence
the Chinoy brothers were suspected of
being Kurdish and members of the PKK
based in Germany! There are a very large
numberof people of Kurdish origin living
in Germany. The Chinoy brothers were
badly roughed up by the secret police bul
were [inally allowed o go when the truth
dawned on the Turks! It has been my
experience also that it is unwise Lo travel
through Turkey over land using one's
own |ﬁll'l!-i|‘.l(]l1.
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Farmer Brothers is one of the last
Parsi enmterprises at Dadar’s Khodadad
Circle, together with the tiny Wadiwalla
Florist across the road and the TIME
watchmakers, both of which are below
the staircases of the fine buildings ol
Khodadad Circle (which, incidentally,
has been saved for now from being
renamed). For a time, a Parsi-owned
milk shake and ice-cream bar called
Fresh-Up came up opposite the Farmer
Brothers and gave tough competition.
{ Kersi Chinoy who ran Farmer Brothers
dicd in a motoreyele accident in No-
vember 1998 — Editor)

Time was when the entire Khodadacd
Circle was dotted with a considerable
numberof Parsi-owned shops. Now they
are all gone. Who can forget the fline
breads and biscuits of Star Bakery? And
the white unsalted butier packs which
came with the bread at one’s home early
inthe morming in the Dadar Parsi Colony
established by Mancherji Joshi? The
Vincent Stores was the first to stock the
imported red ball cheese and broilers
(frozen meals was a novelty in the nad
19505 ) in addition 1w dry fruits and other
daily provisions. The store owner, 2
bachelor who always wore a black Parsi
topi in the shop. and dagla and pheta
when he went out, had a fat cat who used
o sleep on the glass counter all day
coxily warm from the heanng lamps
which kept the potato walers, salted
cashew nuts, ind chevda warm. Alas,
the Parsi dagla and pheta has gone the
way of the sola topi as a daily attire of
gentlemen in Bombay (these men were
in a dilferent ¢lass from you and me).

Then there was N, Khurshed and
Company, cloth merchants, who among
other things used 1o supply cloth for the
stitching of school, boy scouts and Na-
tional Cadet Corps uniforms ol all the
children of the Parsi and Hindu Colo-
nics. For a time Nowroji Writer and
Company on the opposite side ol the
Circle used 1o sell readymade garments
and cloth, incompetition to the larger N,
Khurshed and Company. Aller suller-
ing losses the Writer family sold ofl
theirshop and moved o under the stair-
case ol one of the adjacent buildings and
wrned o selling magazines. Comic
books and forcign glamor magazines
suchas Phetoplay could be had on lure
on a daily basis, They retired from the
business and their employee ook over.
Deremgervadi ar Bombav: exclusive
cnied expensive mode of dispasal
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Then there was the pharmacist Bill
and Company. the suppliers of medi-
cines and provisions tothe entire Dadar-
Matunga arca, | recollect going there
with my dad and buying a bottle of
imported Hall's port wine every now
and then. But that was before Morarji
Desai became chiel minister of Bombay
with 1ts disastrous consequences for the
Parsis (we substituted it later with
Zandu's drakshasav). They used 1o also
stock sandalwood, sudrehs and 1wopis
and leghas. The Leach and Weborny
laundry next o Bill and Company was
also Parsi-owned.

And Yaedan and Company was one
ol the four (yes four) Irani restaurants of
the Khodadad Circle, famous for its
broon pav and maska as well as thewr
bread pudding (custer). Who can forget
Behram Iram dishing out huge chunks
ol bread pudding lor just 50 paise as late
as in the 197057 10 the buyer was a child
with o solitary 50 paise coin in its linle
hand, Behram would shide his ehanmach
slightly more liberally into the large tray
holding the custer <o that the tiny 1o
would get a hle exura, Although an
cecentric, he had a big heart.

Then, whichchild in the Parsi Colony
did not get 1o play with one of the oys
from Colony Stores? And who could
foreet its genial proprietor and his In-
dian Chiclmotoreyele? Hall the Colony
would reverberate with the sound of the
huoge V-twin engine cach morning when
he kick-started the motorbike for ashort
ride 1o his shop. This motorbike is now
a collector’s picce and would feich a
handsome price herein the US. L wonder
whant happened 1o it!

Readers older than me can, | am sure,
remember more Parsi enterprises in the
Khodadad Circle, but the above is what
1 could dig up from my fading memory
hanks. Dy ARDESHIR B, DAMANIA

California, USA

To access the dokhmas
The Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP)
wishes 1o inform members of the com-
munity residing outside the municipal
limits of Bombay about the formalitics
to be observed should they desire 1o
consign the bodies of their relatives at
the Doongerwadi in Bombay.

These guidelines are published with
a view 1o providing assistance o mem-
bers of the community. It is earnestly
hoped that all concerned will follow the
needed statutory requirements as that
will help our Doongerwadi manager and
his stalT 1o extend their support in the
speedy clearance of the bodies.

In case of death overseas:
*The deceased must be born of a Parsi
father with a navjole performed,
*The body will have to be brought in a
collin alter being embalmed in compli-
ance with the regulations of the country
in question.
*As per statutory requirements in Bom-
bay the lollowing original papers should
be brought compulsorily from abroad,
with lwo xerox sets, as all the originals
will be taken away at the coroner’s of-
fice and one of the sets will be kept by
the Doongerwadi administration for their
records: a certilicate from the doctor of
the family/hospital of the deceased
abroad certifying the death of the de-
ceased and the cause of death: a No
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Objection Certificate (NOC) from the
police authorities abroad where the be-
reaved family resides; a postmoriem
report must be carried 1o Bombay by the
bereaved family failing which a post-
mortem will have to be carned out at the
government Cooper Hospital near the
Bombay Airport. This may ental delays
of aday ortwo in consigning the body 1o
the Towers of Silence.

*The Doongerwadi manager should be
contacted on Tel 009122 3671676 or
009122 3675974 before bringing the
body 10 Bombay for dokhmenashini 1o
enable him to send the hearse 1o the
Airport on the basis of the flight particu-
lars mtimated.

*On arrival of the body at the Bombay
Airport the Doongerwadi manager and
his staff members along with the family
members of the deceased will make ar-
rangements Lo 1ake the body to the Santa
Cruz Police Station (West) for obtaining
a NOC,

+Afler obtaining the Police Clearance
Ceruficate the body will be taken to the
coroner’s office at the Cooper Hospital
to obtain a NOC from the coroner [or
consigning the body to the Towers of
Silence. The body will then be taken 1o

Doongerwadi for dokhmenashin,

In case of death in India but outside
Greater Bombay [i.c. outside Dahisar
(West) and Mulund (East):

*The orginal documents required are: a
doctor’s certificate stipulating cause of
death: a NOC from the police authorities
al their end.

=After the body comes o the Doonger-
wadi, the relatives of the deceased have
1o approach the Malabar Hill Police Sta-
tion whence a policeman will accom-
pany them to the Doongerwadi to ex-
ecute a panchnama. Incase of any doubt
the policeman will send the body for
postmoriem or else the relatives will
have 1o proceed with all relevant papers
brought by them along with the
panchnama made by the said policeman
tothe J. ). Coroner’s Court ( Jury House),
The Jury House will then issue a NOC
on the strength of which the body will be
comsigned 1o the Towers of Silence,

We hope that after reading the above
guidelines our community brethren
abroad and owside Bombay will realize
that the BPP. the Doongerwadi manager
and his stafT have to function within the
ambit of the law and have no intentions
whatsoever to cause any further distress

o the relatives accompanying the bod-
ics. DENSHAW K. TAMBOLY

Trustee, Bombay Parsi Punchayet

Outlived the dokhmas?

Dokhmenashini is aunique and the least
known system of disposing of dead bod-
ics. Dokhmas were built in the past and
exist only in certain owns/villages of
the erstwhile Bombay province and a
couple of other towns in India. Av all
other places in India and abroad, includ-
ing Iran, the community has adopted the
method of burial, but in recent times
community members are opling (o dis-
pose dead bodies through the electric
crematorium.

The dokhmas in Bombay are built in
a very prestigious and exclusive local-
ity. The expenditure on the maintenance
and upkeep of the Doongerwadi must be
fantastic. Some time ago, our ¢nthusias-
tic trustees had arranged a congregation
of the members of the community — the
object being to inform them that a large
number of non-Parsis have encroached
upon the Doongerwadi grounds. The
outcome of the meeting is not known,

Once a person is dead, the corpse is
nothing but flesh and bones, as bad as

| 1
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The venerated white bull ar Uddveada

tha ol any corpse and it is required Lo be
disposed of as soon as possible. It is ol
no consequence how it is destroyed:
however it has a great sentimental value.
It 15 necessary o give uimost respect 1o
the dead by bidding a grave, sincere and
dignilied farewell. Uis also necessary 1o
create @ calm and peaceful ameosphere
by reciting prayers m o digmifed and
decorous manner.

I had no objection 1o the dead being
disposed of in any manner tll one day 1
saw i motion preture i which there wis
a hetnous and ghastly scene of a vuliure
tearing apart and devouring its prev. s
just as well that nobody, except the
nassessalars, are ever allowed 1o enter
the dokhmas.

Under what circumstances, how and
when the dokhmasystem was conceived
15 not known, There are lots of versions,
wie are told, and we do not know which
15 right and which 1 not.

Without ever questioning whether
the dokhmenashini system is hygienic/
seientific or messy/barbaric, the com-
munity has accepted the sysiem and the
same has served the community well for
centuries, but the ime has come 1o look
into the working of the dokhmas 1o sce
il they are relevam now. Dokhmas at
most places other than Bombay have
become redundant. Due to their non
utility and also due o lack of funds, the
dokhmas and their surroundings are
badly neglected and are in a desolaie
state. There are no vulures there and i’
and when the dead bodies are placed
inside, they lie there, get decomposed,
emitting a foul stench. In the absence ol
vultures, only crows can have access
inside the dokhmas and one canimagine
the state.

Bombay has a sizable population of
Zoroastrians, How long the Punchayet
will be able to bear the burden 15 a big
question. Inany casethe dokhmenashin
system is not free from hiceups. The
residential buildings that have come up
near the dokhmas have affected the tran-
quility and the atmosphere required Tor
habitation of the birds. There ix alrcady
a complaint that a stench reaches the
Spenta residential fMats.

The Punchayet. priests, the orthodox
lobby and the publisher ol the booklet
Tower of Silence have all praiscd the
dokhmenashini system calling it most
hygienic. mostscientific and have statéd
that the Parsis. being philanthropic, place

B Farsang Aped 1999

the dead ina dokhma o be devoured by
the vultures, as a last act of charity. Tam
curious o know il any one person out of
those hisied in the booklet had gone
inside the dokhma to witness the pro-
ceedings.

The seriptures were formulated cen-
turies ago after full deliberation and
taking into aceount all aspects — social,
eceonomical and geographical — preva-
lentan tha particular period of time and
in the country ol its onigin, Iran. What
wias aceeptable yesierday is not good
enough today and what is good enough
today will notbe proper tomorrow, Noth-
ing is static and we must make ita habit
to move with the changing times. To
change/reform is a way of life and we
shiould always be prepared for a change
when it is beneficial. Change for the
sake of change is not acceptable.

To avoid bickering amongst the
dilferent groups of the community, it
is suggested that two consultancy
agencics be appointed. each consisi-
ing of one or al the most three per-
sons, unbiased outsiders, with a high
degree of mtegrity. One commiltee
should be ol technicalfscientific mem-
bers to decide on the mode of disposal
ol dead hodies and the other manage-
ment consultanis o review and sug-
gest changes o improve efficieney
and productivity.

DALI GUNDEVIA

The three Parsi myths

I our holy Prophet Zoroaster gave us
the three principles of living, namely,
good thoughts, good words and good
deeds, the Parsis ol India have enun-
ciated the three myths of beliels, viz,
the bull’s urine (taro), the dog’s diag-

nostic skills. and the evil eye ol the
infide!l (non-Parsi) at our funcral cer-

emony.

The taro of a ‘sacred” white bull is
venerated by us as the purest of all
germiree liquids found in nature. In the
olden days, when antiseptic was un-
known, perhaps the taro served its pur-
pose. However in today's age of Deuol
and Listering, it has lost its meaning, vel
the myth persists in all our ceremonies,
like at navjotes, weddings and funerals
with symbolic washing of our hands
with taro.

In the pre-scientific days, (before the
advent of the stethoscope), it was diffi-
cultto correctly diagnose whether a per-
son was dead or not. Thus a dog was
brought in at the funcral ceremony o
judge whether the corpse was still alive,
The belief was that a dog shies away
from a dead body. However today, in
the age of X-rays, MRIs and CT scans,
the beliefl still exists, and a man is not
declared dead, unless a dog says so.

Lastly, at our funeral ceremony, no
infidel (non-Parsi) is allowed to see the
face of the corpse, lest his evil eve defile
the surrpunding aura. However, a Parsi,
who always spoke evil of the dead when
alive, 15 allowed to sce his face. As
mentioned above, adog can see the face
of the corpse. but not a non-Parsi human
being.

[ will be grateful if. through these
pages, someone can enlighten us on the
scientific (not philosophical) explana-
tions for the above three practices and
their relevance in the nuclear age.

Brig N. B, GRANT

Poona

Edlited by Pasinxe M, Gandhi
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Events and
Personalities

Parsi-Irani bhai bhai

*We assure you, you are welcome when-
ever vou visit Iran,” Dr Seyved Kamal
Kharrazi, forcign minister of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran (IR1) said
1o the gathered Zoroastrians spe-
cifically invited to meet him by
the Consulate General of Iran on
February 25, 1999, Kharrazi.
who was in Bombay after ai-
tending the Indo-Iran Joint Eco-
nomic Commission’s meel in
New Delhi. offered a visitor’s
visa within 24 hours and even
long-term visas to those who
wanted o visit Iran frequently.

Kharrazi was seeking invest-
ment in Iran's textile, commu-
nications and air industries sce-
tors, but welcomed “any sort of
help.” He referred 1o the “Parsi
community's important role in
industrializing India” and sought
their help similarly in industri-
alizing Iran, especially in the
“free-zone arcas™ which he said
were “more flexible and relaxed
in terms of religion and laws.”
He also noted that cheap natural
gas in Iran provided an opportu-
nity for gas and petrochemical
based fertilizers for import into
India.

Playing the sentiment card Kharrazi
urged India’s Parsis to “strengthen rela-
tions with your ancestors. There should
be more economic connections” be-
tween the Parsi community here and the
Iramian Zoroastrians who he said were
respected in Iran. “Your invesument
could be the beginning of visits and
association with Iran for your younger
generation, it could restore old bonds,”
added the Iranian ambassador. Earlier,
on February 20, 1999 depuly lorcign
minister Mahamoud Vaezi had held a
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similar meel with Parsi businessmen.
K. R. Cama Oriental Institute trustee-

secretary Homm Modi introduced the

community members to Kharrazi: envi-

Top: Kharrazi with Nicholson and
Gendrej. Below: with Meodi, Guzder
condd Tramicn Consnl General 8. K.
Yeisind Photo: Amavaz S. Mama

ronmentalist and head of the House of
Godrej Sohrab Godrej, businessman and
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) chair-
manJamshed Gueder, Zoroastrian mem-
ber of the Indian Minorities Commis-
sion Marazban Patrawala, BPP trustees
Dinshaw Tamboly, Rustom Tirandaz
and Dinshaw Mehta, former sheriff

Jehangir Nicholson, former president
of the International Planned Parent-
hood Federation Avabai Wadia, noted
surgeon Dr Tehemton Udwadia,
Chemould Art Gallery's Kekoo
Gandhy, scholar and interfaith
representative Dr Homi Dhalla,
the late president of the Iranian
Anjuman Aspi Irani and several
others. Modi continues as the
focal point of contact with In-
dian Zoroastrians for official IR1
representatives ever since she
linised with them on the occa-
ston of the Sixth World Zoroas-
trian Congress.

Godrej recalled his father
Pirojsha’s desire “that we do
something with Iran.” and re-
ferred 1o the Godre) corpo-
ration’s work in space technol-
ogy. He also requesied the ex-
port of a few Asiatic lions from
Iran to India. Guzder referred to
racial similarities [how he was
mistaken o be an Iranian and
was promptly reassured by
Kharrazi: “You were not mis-
taken; you have more (Iranian)
genes!”] and referred to the Parsi
contribution in India’s textile,
airlinge and hydroelectric sec-
tors. He also noted the “anxiety
and preoccupation with our community
survival™ and wondered if Parsi boys
and girls could be encouraged o marry
Iranian girls and boys, an idea seconded
by Kharrazi who jested, “Perhaps we
export some [ranian babies!”

Patrawala commented on the “very
wide acceplability” of the Parsis as “a
neutral community (though there 15) no
Parsi in the Indian Parliament since
Rajiv Gandhi died.™

Gandhy referred to his visit 1o Iran as
a state guest with several Indian artists
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and noted that he had just heard from
the Maharashira government aboul an
exhibition of Iranian art to be held anihe
newly opened Sir 1.1 An Gallery,

Wadia referred 10 her fourth visit 1o
Iran last September when seven coun-
tries wol together W discuss health and
family planning. She noted that Tran’s
progress in those fields and the provi-
sion of health care even in rural arcax
wis an eye-opener lor us. We have
much 1o learn from Iran how these are
arranged. Traman women move aboul
frecly and in safety, hold wniversily
professorshups... U is not backward or
Tundamentalist in that sense... Allow
outside mfluences o see how i s hap-
pening.” she suggesied and Kharrari
noted that 532 percent of university seats
are oceupied by women.

Tirandaz spoke of the Parsis” “honor
and honesty — two aspects over which
we are inflexible.” “Zarathushira has
taught uws... exactly what vou sanl.”
responded Kharrazi, “We have a rich

civilization that goes back thousands of

vears. We have the capacity 1o build a
new civilization based on what we had
in the past,” he wold his Parsi “brothers

and sisters.” Armavie % M

Upcoming museum

Zoroastrian customs, irditions and life-
stvle are 1o be showeased Tor posierity
aunigue muscum 1o be housed il Sanskar
Kendra, o imdimark in Alvnedabd de-
signed by the renowned architect Le
Corbusier. notes a press release issued by
the Ahmedabad Parst Panchavat (APP)
“We will exhibit such distinetive objects
and artelaets as will tuly reflect our
religion. culiure and ethnicity for all
fmes to come,” wriles the poant honorary
secrelary ol the Panchayan . D. Makha-
niz. mentioning that this project under-
taken by the Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-

porstion will depiet charcteristics of

different communities.

The Panchayat proposes o use the
2K g 1 Noor space assigned 1o the
Parsis by setting up aoreplica of a kebla
with the associamed ndholid. afargan,
kathi and bulb Mame: display items
used i gashne as also a ses: depict a
model of a dokbma; exhibit a kusu
jantar; allow space Tor wooden pillars
and godhas as also o three-lool wide
wooden Grohar hung from the ceiling:
showease trehitional clothes, headgear
and Tootwear. Pictorial display will in-
clude o portrait of Zarmhushira, oil

painted on the wall, architectural draw-
ings and explanations of the inside of a
fire-temple. visuals of important places
ol historic and religious importance in
Persia, stills ol navjole and wedding
ceremonics. photos of eminent Parsis
ol Ahmedabad.

“Collecting. compiling and prepar-
ing such items in the form of true-1o-life
muodels, documents, charts, pictures and
real artefacts, and then arranging them
presentably in the allotied space means
a lot of hard work and substantial ex-
penditure. As per a rough estimaite, this
expenditure is likely 1o exceed two lakh
rupces.” details the release.

The 135-vear-old APP which is the
parent body for over 2,000 Zoroastrians
residing in Ahmedabad and its saellite
arcas has been focussing ils energics on
diverse activities like medical and linan-
cial aid, housing and education, ¢ncour-
agement of sell employment, dishurse-
ment of food grains, looking after the
public hall and dharamshala, and orga-
nizing community dinners  along with
religious and educative leciures,

To defray the cosis ol the museum
project, the Panchayat has appealed For
financial assistance whilst specilying
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that they are exempted under section 80
G of the Income Tax Act. Cheques or
demand drafts payable at Ahmedabad
and drawn in favor of “Ahmedabad
*arsi Panchayat™ may be sent 1o them at
Parsi Agiary, Bukhara Mohalla, Khama-
sa Gate, Ahmedabad 380001,

Progressive principals

To honor the three erstwhile principals
of the Bai Pirojbai Manekji Patel Girls
School “who did their job so exceed-
ingly well that the Patel School became
an outstanding educational institution
of south Gujarat.,” a felicitation func-
tion was organized on February 6, 1999
by the Surat Parsi Panchayat (SPP) un-
der whose auspices the School is run,
mentions a press release forwarded by
Dr Ratan Marshall, ex secretary of the
Panchayal.

Since the SPP ook over the manage-
ment of the School abou 55 vears ago,
introduced the government recognized
curriculum, turned it into a cosmaopoli-
Lan institution and made ita full-Nedged
girls’ high school, the three principals
who had contributed Lo its progress ina
large measure were Kailas Gheevala
(Desai), the late Thrity Kekobad and
Maki Kabraji. Painted portraits of these
three lady principals were unveiled by
1 1. Sethna, a renowned advocate
of Surat and an ex-student of this insti-
wiion. Desai and Kabraji were also
presented fowers and shawls on the
oCcasion,

Under the stewardship of the present
principal Zinobia Engineer, this yvear
the School was declared champion at
the Surat District Vignan Mela winning
prizes in all the six categonies in which
the students” proficiency in SCiCnce wias
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adjudged. adds the write-up.

Academic acclaim

For standing first among the Zoroas-
trian students at the Secondary School
Certificate (S5C) examination in March
1998, 14-year-old Delnaz Kurush Driver
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Dviver (left) and .Tudr'l.'l'ﬂﬁﬂ.' exeelling

i sieelies

was conferred the FOZAWAC (Fed-
eration ol Zoroasirian Associations for
Welfare and Culiure) Excellence
Award, states a press release. Driver,
who securcd 89.73 percent, was not
only first among the students at her
Lady Vissanji Girls Academy, but also
in Pamthaky Baug. as also all the schools
of Andhen East, adds the write-up.

Among the other organizations which
felicitated Driver were the Zoroastrian
Student-Teacher Association which pre-
sented her a gold medal, The Nowroize
Baug Play Centre, the Rotary Club of
Bombay. Andheri (East), the Lions Club
of Marol and the Central Bank of India
Officers” Union,

Presently pursuing her studies in
commerce. Driver plans a career in
management. In addition 10 her aca-
demic brilliance the teenager is also a
carrom champion who has displayed
her prowess at inter-school meets.

Yet another youth who has excelled
in the academic field is Baizad Cawas

Todiwalla who stood first in electronics
engineering at the University of Bom-
bay's Bachelor of Engincering exami-
nation in 1998, as per a press relcase.
While a student at the M. H. Saboo
Siddik College of Engineering (affili-
ated to the Bombay University) from
1994 1o 1998, he ranked first during all
the four years of clectronics enginecr-
ing, adds the write-up.

As a project trainee at Godrej and
Boyce Manufacturing Company during
his final year of bachelor studies, he
was involved in designing a micro-
controller based telephone dialer and
message transmitter alarm sub-system
for a sccurity system being developed
at the company. The 22-year-old lad
from Nowroz Baug is presently work-
ing as a graduate enginecring trainee at
the electronics design department of
Larsen and Toubro Limited which i1s
concerned with clectronic systems de-
sign and simulation, notes his bio data,

With a consistently good academic
performance Todiwalla, who had se-
cured the 35th rank at the Maharashira
Board's SSC examination in 1992 with
89.28 percent and a higher percentage,
90.17 at the Higher Secondary School
Cenrtificate examination, plans to pur-
sue postgraduate studies abroad o fulfil
his professional aspirations.

Appealing words

All beautiful expressions have their ori-
gins in good thoughts. And so is the case
with Perin Pudumjee s calligraphy. Func-
tioning under the banner of Hu-mata, the
Avestan term for good thoughts, she
delights in producing enduring word
imagery in the Avestan, Gujarati. En-
glish and Devanagari scripts.

“It involves a love for words, for
their sound and shape, their depth and
meaning, their interplay and their
power,” artist Pudumjee was quoted in
Rapport, the newsletter of the Poona
Parsee Panchayat. “Consequently trans-
lating words into calligraphy is a purely
personal experience and effort — and it
i this personal touch that makes the end
result alive and vibrant,” she added.

Doodling on paper which started off
as a hobby as a child assumed greater
seriousness when, after resigning as
senior copywriter from Mudra Com-
munications, she opted to launch her

{ From left) Kabraji, Gheevala,
Sethna, Dr Sam Bhacea and Engineer
with the portreits
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own firm Humata and devote more time
tocalligraphy. Realizing that she needed
professional tutelage. for over two vears
Poona-based Pudumijee has been train-
ing under Achyut Palav of Bombay,
one of India’s leading calligraphers and
an mternationally recognized arist,
The progress of her talent was mir-
rored at an exhibition held last year at
the Bal Gandharva Kala Dalan afier
which she has been accepting calligra-
phy orders for corporate philosaphy
statements, inspirational quotations,
shlokas, prayers. monograms and per-
sonalfcorporate g
stationery, invi-
tation card de-
SIgNS, INSCrip-
tioms for certifi-
cates and books.
The tools used
are mainly the
bamboo reed.
rope, brushes.
metal nibs and
the steelfcoir
pen. Advertis-
ing, jewellery
design, Fashion and interiors are other
avenues 3l-vear-old Pudumjec hopes
o explore, notes a press release.
Presently she is offering Zoroastri-
ans the opportunity of having an origi-
nal, exclusive, hand-written copy of the
Ashient Vehw, Yatha Ahn Vairve and
Yenghe Hatam pravers in the ancient
Avestan language along with the En-
glish version which could be framed for
the home or presented as precious gifls,
Citing another application for ¢alligra-
phy. Pudumjee recommended that chil-

Prdunitjee: writing
mesele Deautiful

dren be exposed 1o this art form. She

was quoted in The Times of Tndia of

March 19, 1998, “For them learning lo
write is usually a drudgery. Calligra-
phy shows that writing can be enjoy-
able, Beautiful and creative.”

Ladies on leased land
In male-dominated Indian socicty, the
all-ldies Princess Victoria Mary (PVM)
Gymkhana which is well patronized by
many Parsis has ofien been in the news,
In carly January articles and photos of
this old-world instilution were carried
by leading Bombay dailies expressing
concern over the fate of the Gymkhana,
The lease of the two-acre club
grounds granted by the Governor of
Bombay in 1909 and renewed in 1939
expired on December 31, 1998, as per
news reports. Until a fresh application
for a lease of the land is made by the
Gymkhana or any other party, the land
automatically reverts to the collector.
the superintendemt of land records was
quoted in the Afrernoon Desparel and
Courier of January 5. According 10
their report, the club which currently
pays Rs OO0 10 the collector as rent
has about 250 members who patronize
the facilities of dining hall. card room.
billiard and snooker room. table wen-
nis, badminton and library facilities,
When Parsiana sought to confirm the
lacts with the PYM office bearers, we
were 1old that the news reports were
full of inaccuracies but they did not
wish Lo discuss the issue with the Press,
This Gymkhana derives 11s name
from Princess Victoria Mary, mother
ol King George VI, who on a visit 1o

SRR

Bombay in 1908 was overwhelmed by
the grand welcome given to her in the
Town Hall by the society ladies, notes a
write-upin The Economic Timesof Janu-
ary 3. The sum of Rs 8.000 left after the
ceremony was kept aside for a ladies’
cause and a request was made to the
governor for land to start a club named
alier her. This request being granted, the
Gymkhana for working, non-working
and retired women started in 1909 and
for a long time male guests. including
husbands, were not allowed in, On sub-
sequent reconsideration, males as guests
were permitted but even now Mondays
are reserved exclusively for females.

More murders
In the course of a single week in mid
February, two Parsi ladies were found
murdered in their respective flats in
Bombay. Both of them were spinsters,
leading a retired life and staying alone in
1 s Lheir respective
second-storey
fMats.

While 68-
year-old  Dr
Mehroo Coo-
verji Jussawalla
was  brutally
stabbed 10 death
in her flat al
Cama Terrace in
the posh
Allamount Road
locality on Feb-
ruary 17, 75-year-old Dr Maki Ardashar
Master was found gagged on the sofa of
her living room at Contractor Building a1
Tardeoon February 22, according 1o news-
paperreports. Jussawalla’s body was found
by her maid servant who, when reporting
for work on the morning of February 17,
found the main door of the lat partly
apen, mentions a write-up in The Times of
izt of February 18. Stabbed with a
sharp instrument, she had deep gashes on
her body. Master™s murder came 1o light
after the servant who reported for work in
the afiernoon found no response o the
repeated ringing of the doorbell. She
alarmed Master’s neighbors who subse-
quently contacted her relatives whostayed
i the neighborhood. Around 8 p.m. the
relatives accessed the flat through the
second entry 10 find Master dead, notes a
family source.

Master was attached to a municipal
dispensary before she retired in 1984

Jussawalla:
profound knowledge
Photo: Amavaz S. Mama

PVM Gym: benevalenr gifi



of all abrdéme produds

M o Afimiedobod » Bangalors # Boroda # Colcutio & Chennci @ Coimbakors @ Dehi e Foridobod « Indovs . CIVOWELL

& Joipyr ® Jomshedpur » Konpur ® Luchiona » Mumbai » MNogper @ Pune » Rojkol @ Ranchi ® Secunderabod h@ffa&"fm




and spemt most of her retirement me
visiting close (riends and relatives, staes
areportin The Times of February 24, In
early March the police declared tha
they had nabbed the killer, 30k year-old
Ramesh Pawar from his hideout in
Deolali. The alleged killer who was

formerly emploved on the third Noor of

the building had heen missing since the
incident and reportedly admitied his
suilt as mentioned in The Times ol
March 5. According toa family source,
Pawar had confessed 1o the police tha
he had entered the house through the
balcony door after climbing the seal-
folding, and throttled the woman with o
picce of cloth. He then hid the body
underneath a sofa-cum-bed and de-
camped with the booty which was sub-
sequently recovered from him,
Jussawalla’s killers had not been
nabbed until March 22 and even the
motive for the murder has not been
ascertamed although interestin her case
was greater amony the general public as
the former head of the English depan-
ment il Elphinstone College had taughi
countless students who much respecied
her during the 32 vears she was associ-
ated with the instiution. A condolence
mecting i her honor was held by the
College on February 19, The principal

of the College Dr Nisha Pandit de-
sertbed her asa " karma yogi, sheer hard
work is what she believed in and lived
by...She was o woman ol 2real experi-
ence and profound knowledge in the
profession. And people listened o her..”
Known 1o have an imposing physical
presence. alwayvs imnawulaely draped
in s with manners oo mateh, her
kindness and depth of knowledge was
apprecited by the faculty and students.
Reminiscing of her “reverberating
hearty laughter™ as well as her “thun-
dering indignant roar.” Zarine Mino-
chehr-Homji Pinto of the English de-
partment revealed Jussawalla’s special
fomdness Tor rich desserts,

“Her years here lud astrong founda-
ton for the rest of us,” acknowledged
Dr Soonu Kapadia, the present head of
the English depariment. “A more thor-
ough and painstaking eacher have yet
Wy comme aeross, She even coached stu-
dents Tor the Cambridze emtrance ex-
amination as a special extra (having
studhed at Ox Tord as well as Harvard ), A
strict disciplinarian. the rest of us held
her i awe,”™ Kapadin wis quoted in the
Sutiehery Mied-Derv off February 21, “Her
annotied work on Spencer’s The Fairie
Cheeenre prescribed for the A levels ex-
amimation is prool of her crudition and

scholarship,” noted the Mid-ay article
by Sujata Chakraborty.

In the autumn of her life she chose wo
make a study of Marathi and Shivaji’s
life and she was looking forward 10 the
publication of her manuseripton Shivaji.

Following these two murders, the
trustees of the Bombay Parsi Punchaye
met six police inspectors on February
23 who advocated the implementation
of additional security measures for se-
nior citizens staying alone, reported B.
S. Tarapore in an article in the Jam-¢-
Jamshed of March 21, In case ol emer-
zency the telephone numbers listed here
could be of help. Main control room;
100, 2621855, 2620903, 2625020;
Gamdevi police station: 3083505,
IR04505, 3802912, 3800505; South re-
gion control room: 3089855, 3070505,

Yer another outcome was the cre-
ation of a corpus fund generated by the
residents of Kashinath Street (where
Master lived) 1o barricade the colony
with barbed wire, realizing thar their
predominantly Parsi locality was no
longer o safe haven. As stated in an
article in The Times of India of March
15, Rs 55,000 have already been pledged
towards this cause.
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Dreams from the dais

The speakers at the XlI All India Zoroastrian Youth Seminar at Jamshedpur
advised the youth to pursue dreams with faith and confidence

Dare to dream. And dare to nurture your

dreams into reality. This seemed 1o be
the constant refrain of several speakers

atdifferent sessions during the course ol

Zest 98, the XILAI India Zoro-
astrian Youth Seminar held in
Jamshedpur from October 22 10
25, 1998,

The three-Told objectives ol
the Seminar — social, educa-
tional and recreational — were
met by including in the proceed-
ings a panel discussion, group
discussions on various lopics of
interest o the youth, talks by
promunent members of the com-
munity. debates, slide show,
quiz, games and water sports,
sightsceing and trekking. and of
course music and dance which
saw maximum participation
from 127 youngsters who haul
gathered from near and Far, Youth con-
tingents had come from Agra, Ahme-
dabad, Aurangabad, Bangalore, Bom-
bay, Calcutta, Dahanu, Gurgaon, In-
dore, Jamshedpur, Jhansi, Madras.
MNagpur, New Delhi, Poona, Secun-
derabad. Surat and Thana.

Al the inaugural session guest of

honor Mehli Mistri, the then chicf ex-
ecutive officer for India and general
manager, South Asia of ANZ Grindlays
Bank, stressed the need tonourishdreams
with the requisite education, courage
and hard work rather than blame the
government or corruption for their non-
fulfilment.

From among the galaxy of seven
speakers who analyzed the panel dis-
cussion lopic: “Zoroastrians have lost
their spirit of entreprencurship,” at least
four speakers made direct reference 1o

dreams. Executive Chairperson ol

Thermax Limited, Anu Aga advised
young Zoroastrians to have dreams, be
constantly innovative, have tremendous
patience in overcoming hurdles and as-
sume total responsibility, with faith in
their own abilities.
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Information and opportunity, both
need 1o blend with motivation to permit
the fulfilment of one’s dreams, pointed
out Marazban Patrawala, the Zoroas-

Bodhanwala (left) and Dadiseth ar the
valedictory function

trian representative on the National
Minorities Commission. He revealed
that during his younger days the goal
was o hind employvment and be secure.,
It was presumed thata Zoroastrian would
either join the Ceniral Bank of India or
the Tatas.

Mo risks, no gains, believed Jamshed
Daotivala, the owner of Surat’s Famous
Dotivala Bakers and Confectioners. In-
stead of pampering their children, par-
ents should allow them 1o pursue their
dreams. he added.

The making of an entreprencur has
seveningredients, listed Naushad Bhag-
wagar who deals in the supply of lime-
stone and other quarrying material. The
first in has list was dreams, followed by
resolve, beliel, persistence and patience,
sacrifice, goals and objectivity.

Think small and start small was the
message from Rukshad Bhagwagar who
started a business in furniture and
artelacts m 1991 and is wday an ex-
porter o over 20 countries, “No money,

no ideas, not being from a business
hackground” should not dissuade young-
sters, he stated, adding there is "a small
part of J. N. Tata within all of us. We just
have 1o look for i.” Life is a
journey, said Numazar Mehia,
managing directorof S¢lvel Van-
tage, advocating the need 1o take
risks and venture outl on one's
own. The funds at our commu-
nity's disposal should be put 1o
optimum use, he opined. Go
where opportunity beckons,
urged architect Rustom Hathi. A
mentor who can open doors
would be very valuable o an
upcoming entreprencur, he de-
clarcd and referred to a “manager
entreprencur” who operales
within a company. The points
raised by the speakers prompied
young members of the audience
to narrate their personal experiences,
whether a job was secure or starting out
on one's own was the right decision.

“There have been many in the com-
munity whose vision for India and for
their fellow men, as well as their com-
mitment and determination to achieving
their lofy goals continue to be an inspi-
ration,” noted Dr Jamshed Irami, KBE,
managing director of The Tata Iron
andSteel Company Limited (TISCO), in
his message carnied in the souvenir re-
leased on the occasion. “l am confident
that the deliberations at the forthcoming
Seminar will encourage our young men
and women to be guided by the values of
such noble people and to commilt them-
sclves Lo making our country, and ulii-
mately the whole world a better and a
more joyful place for all.”

On the strength of our merit should
we succeed and not on the basis of
reservation quotas, advocated chiel guest
Cushrow [rani, editor-in-chief and man-
aging director of The Statesman, at the
inaugural function. He reminded the
gathering of the customs and practices
prevalent among the community and
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announced that he was proud 1o be a
Zoroastrian and an Indian,
The chief guest at the valedictory

function, Keki Dadiseth, chairman ol

Hindustan Lever, counselled the youth
1o be faithful to their religion and 1o their
sociely by maintaining a high standard
of individual values and never compro-
mising on principles. Success always
zoes 10 those who do not care 1o whom
the credit goes, observed Dadiseth, rec-
ommending that “Religion is not i pas-
sive detachment: we must use it to solve
the problems of society.”

A dose of adveniure was accommo-
dated in the sccond day s schedule with
Lt Gen Adi Scthna, president of the
Delhi Parsi Anjuman, showing a film on
the armed forces prefaced by introduc-
tory remarks and culminating in a lively
question-answer session. Later in the
evening captivating slides of Mt Everest
were shown by Bachendn Pal. the lirst
Indian woman atop the world’s highesi
peak.

To familiarize the delegates with the
success story of Jamshedpur. a trip 10
TISCO and TELCO (The Tata Engi-
neering and Locomative Company Lim-
ited) was orgamized on the second day.
Sir Dorabji Trust director Russi Lala’s
talk that same alternoon “made Jamset)i
Tataand 1. R, D. Taa come alive. now
that we've seen what they created.”
remarked one of the delegates.

“I am sure you all will realize and
appreciate that in organizing such an
event on an all-India basis, the organiz-
ers have 1o put in real hard work for
months gether... Please remember that
vear alter year the cost of organizing
such seminars has nereased tremen-
dously,” mentioned Porus Karanjawalla,
president of the Federation of Zoroas-
trian Youth Associations ol India. be-
fore urging the delegates “1o show your
appreciation of the hard work the orga-
nizers have putin by please being punc-
tual, and being physically and mentally
present...No bunking please.™

Drespite the pleas. there was poor
attendance for the jashan, the group dis-
cussions and the debates although the
organizers had come up with thought-
provoking topies. Among the subjects
chosen for the post-lunch group discus-
sions on the first day were: “What are
the reasons for the decline in our popu-
lation and what remedial action is re-
quired? “Are Zoroasirian women more
educated than the men?™ “Is conversidn
necessary for the communily 1o sur-

22 Farsiana Aped 19939

{ Topl Jamshedpur children
cntertaining guests af the valedicrory
function. (Center) Cerenipr eliscussions
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in progress; (below) a section of ihe
awdience with Surti (left) and Aga
(right) Photos: Nawaz Patkhiwala
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vive?" “Is the social conscience of the
community declining? “Should our
prayers be in alanguage which is under-
stood by the Zoroastrians ol today?”
“"Why are our youngsters unwilling 1o
move out of their hometowns/cities and
strike out to fresher fields for work and/
or marriage?” “Is our youth being alicn-
ated from Zoroastrianism by adults who
cling to extreme orthodox views?™

The two post-lunch debates on the
second day also suffered from a lack of
participants and audience although the
topics “Today's youth give more impor-
tance 1o money than values™ and “Zoro-
astrians lack unity within the commu-
nity” led to impassioned speeches from
those who put forth their arguments.
Overd0delegates had pre-registered for
each debate but eventually only 101012
participated. with over 80 percent of the
teams constituting Jamshedpur mem-
bers, It appeared that the opposition 1o
the motions got the upper hand.

The best attended
event was undoubtedly
the antakshari {(which
tests the participant’s
music repertoire) on the
evening of the second
day which had 29 enthu-
siastic three-member
teams, reduced Lo six af-
ter an elimination round.
Organized on the lines of
the Zee TV program, the
first prize was won by the
sohrabjee eam. with
Pallonjee coming in see-
ond and Dorabjec third,

FFor the quiz 100 there
wias awrilten elimination
round. The 30 1easers
covered a wide range of opics. Among
the questions posed was: “The French
call this dish, ‘Potato lyonnaise:” by
what name do the Parsis call w?” The
answer Lo this, “vagharela papeta.” was
intimated subsequently. Ullimately cight
teams were selected for the finals.

Thanks to the late night dinner and
dance which was the staple fare for the
sociable youths, many were not able 1o
arouse themselves in ume o visit the
TISCO and TELCO factories on the
morning of October 24, However the
same schedule the following night did
not deter them from making it to the
winler sports at Dimna Lake on October
25. The second option of trekking up the
3,000 ft Dalma Hill that last morning
was availed of by only 13 delegates.
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Adter the fun-filled morning, in the
alternoon the delegates were treated 1o
Jamshedpur entreprencur Gautam
Mukherjee’s talk on the history of Zoro-
astrianism. He analyzed the subject in
three phases: the ancient times in Persia:
the Might 1o India and subsequent visits
to Iran o ascertain the condition of the
survivors there; the modern Zoroastri-
ans. Asone awe-struck delegate summed
it up, "Il we knew even halfl as much
about Zoroastrians as Mr Mukherjee,
we could be great again.”

Due to the unseasonal rains, the inau-
guration could not be held at the JRD
Tata Sports Complex as scheduled al-
though the entertainment pro-
gram directed by Renuka
Singh helped enliven the
lunction. [t was arelief 1o the
arganizers that the closing
ceremony could proceed m
the venue announced. A mag-
nilicent mock staned glass

Sy

Top: Sethna (righn) feliciaring Pal
Photo: Nawaz Palkhiwala

o e presenting memento to

O fremnd (lefe) as Miseri looks on

backdrop had been specially ereated for
the oceasion at the Sports Complex by
one ol Jamshedpur’s most talented young
Parsi teachers and her band of helpers.
The last evening was a time for retro-
spection and among the eriticisms lev-
elled were the “overly packed programs™
and “lack of time 10 get to know each
other on a one-lo-one basis.”

For the hosts, the challenges were
greater as three days prior 1o the Semi-
nar they were busy with the XIII Jiji
[rami Cricket Championship when teams
from Nagpur, Secunderabad, Surat and

Caleutta had come to participate in the
pentangular match in Jamshedpur. Dr
Minu Dastur, chairman and managing
director of M. N. Dastur and Company,
was the chief guest at the inauguration
when five balloons representing the five
teams were burst with five arrows by
Jamshedpur's ace archer, 13-year-old
Yazneen Rana.

“Jamshedpur’s Youth Seminar would
be the benchmark for future seminars,”
was the compliment well reccived by
Jamshedpur’s able but not youthful (the
youngest also being on the wrong side
ol 30) organizing team. As Dr J. Irani
had pointed out in his welcome specch
there were only
300-400 Zoroas-
trians remaining
in Jamshedpur
today as many
youngslers pre-
ferred 1o migrate
o the so-called
modern cities.
The Jamshedpur
Parsec Associa-
ton under the ac-
tive leadership of
Draisy Irani and
Bailey Bodhan-
wala had taken
the onus of organizing the Seminar, it
was inlimated in an earlier press re-
lease. Nearly 60 members from Jam-
shedpur had shared the responsibilities
of the Seminar and as acknowledged
the organizing seerctary Sarosh Mun-
cherji. “Every person’s contribution was
invaluable for the event. Each and ev-
ery detail was given the same high
degree of attention which was one of
the reasons for the smooth running of
the Seminar.”

The chairman of the Jamshedpur
Parsee Association Bodhanwala's note
of optimism in his message carried in
the souvenir could be construed as a
rationale for the considerable energy
and funds invested in this meet: “A
seminar of this nature will, 1 am sure,
provide a forum to both forge stronger
bonds within our younger gencration
and to build bridges of mutual under-
standing between generations, therehy
establishing a common platform 1o
evolve solutions to the problems of the
community,”

This compilation was possible thanks to inputs from
Sarosh and Nawaz Palkhiwala of Poona, and Silloo
Surti and Sarash Muncherji of Jamshadpur
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Ethical editions

Through his two publications Prof Sorab Sadri reinforces that
ultimately it is ethical organizations and managers who succeed

When we talk of cthics, the image of
God, holiness, religion, et comes 1o
our mind. This is not always the case
since ethics can be seen from a scien-
tific viewpoint as well. There is a great
paucity of professors of ethics in Indian
business schools woday. To date, there
are principally two schools of thought
on business ethics in India;
one headed by Prof Sorab
Sadri of Bombay and the other
by Prof S. K. Chakraborty of
Calcutia.

Sadri is the ultimate logi-
cal rationalist who analyzes
the outside world 10 under-
stand how and why man is
what he is within himself.
Chakraborty is the classical
spiritualist who wants man to
look within himsell 1o under-
stand the outside world more
clearly. Incidentally, the mother disci-
pline of both scholars is economics and
both have a high intellectual regard and
personal respect for one another, They
both have scam regard for fundamen-
talism of any sort, treating it as anti-
intelleciual and antisocial.

Sadri, who is the author of two books
and 75 papers on a variety of lopics
connecied with cconomics and cthics,
has Tounded the Praxis School of
Thought on Business Ethics, elaborat-
ing on how managers respond in the
face of an ethical dilemma. A product
of both the Xavier Labor Relations In-
stitute and the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science, Sadri is
professor of human resources manage-
ment and business policy as well as
head of the research wing at the N. L.
Dalmia Institute of Management Stud-
ies and Research, Bombay.

This write-up is a critical review of
Sadri’s work that is specifically based
on two of his recent books on the sub-
jeet of ethies. The two books are dia-
metrically opposite o one another in
their appeal and method. The first, en-
titled Business Ethics Concepts and
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Sadri: wlimare
lagical rarionalisi

Meville Bastawalla

Cases which he co-authored with A, K.
Sinha and Peter Bonnerjee, uses the
medium of the short story for sociologi-
cally analyzing real life situations from
castern India. It was published in 1998
by Tata MeGraw Hill and is priced at Rs
350 in hardback. The second book is
entitled The Theory and Praciice of
Managerial Ethics and is co-
authored with D, 8. Dastoor
and 8. Jayashree who are at-
tached 1o the National Insti-
tute of Indusirial Engincer-
ing in Bombay. Published by
JAICO in 1999, the
hardbound edition of this
book is priced a1 Rs 825,

In this age when the
criminalization of politics
and the politicization of crime
20 hand-in-hand, the subject
matter of the books is of lopi-
cal interest. So great is the interest that
the second book has been sold out de-
spite the price tag being so high and
reading habits fast dying.

Let it be said that Sadn's first book
15 not about business ethies as such and
the title is very misleading. Ethics, how-
ever, is buill into each of the 50 cases
with the central theme being the indus-
trial man, his goal, role, accountability,
desires and wisdom. Just as in cconom-
ics, choice is based on a subjective
criterion (willingness) as well as the
objective criterion (ability), s0 100 18
ethical judgment: a conscious choice
based on the heart and the mind re-
sponses. The use of lucid prose makes
the book very easy to read and there is
a fear that the siyle may echipse the
message unless the reader is alert. This
book uses case studies to put forth a
message that in the long run managers
and organizations that succeed are the
cthical ones.

The heavy style of the second book
keeps it out of reach of the common
man’s understanding. As was once quite
rightly remarked about Sadri’s academic
work: “He is the professor’s professor

who writes very cloquently about the
common man in a language that the
common man cannot understand.”
Sohrab Godrej, the doven of Indian
business and industry, has written the
foreword to this book. The authors could
not have found a more worthy person 1o
start the treatise with, because Godrejis
not just an cthical captain of industry or
a Gandhian who has made business
history, he is managerial cthics personi-
fied.

The distinction between values and
ethics on the one hand, and between
husiness ethics and managerial ethics
on the other is important. Unfortunately,
both are used synonymously in modem
journalism and while being aware of
the fact, the authors do not clearly at-
tempt to separate the two. The distine-
tion must be gleaned by reading in
between the lines since the authors as-
sume that the reader is aware of this.
Values are based on one's innate beliel
system and thercfore it is a thought-
based concept. Ethics are behavioral
norms or patterns that spring from one’s
view of good and bad, right and wrong.
It is an activity-based concept. Busi-
ness ethics deals with policy consider-
ations founded on an organization’s
values and core beliefs, Managerial eth-
ics treats the managerial response at the
time of decision-making and decision
executing when faced with a dilemma,
This moot distinction is important to
understand if the reader is to fully com-
prehend the message of the second book.
The authors seem to take the reader’s
innate knowledge on this score for
granted and it is there that they err.

Their research concluded that in the
craving need to conform and be ac-
cepted, what we are producing is per-
sons who toe the line rather than those
who blaze a trail. They argue that a
Veer Nariman, a Bhikaiji Cama, a J. R.
D. Tata, a Sorabjee Bengalee, a Dada-
bhai Naoroji, a Sam Manckshaw, a
Homi Bhabha, a Naoroji Godrej and a

continteed on page 50
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

The making of an anjuman

The Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe embody 138 years of
community history in London

“This cemetery is now for the Parsis ol
the United Kingdom. and in Europe, at
once a Paradise and Elysium... T hope it
will hencelorth become for you all a
center in this country of your national
unity... You Parsis should live with your
dead here, not only in your sorrows bul
in your joys...” Sir George Birdwood
hadd addressed the Zoroastrian congre-
gation as he dedicated the relud Parsi
cemetery al Brookwood at the bidding
of Lady Jerbai Wadia on June 26. 1901,

The erudite architect and landscape
artist, well versed in Zoroastrian history
and tradition had been assigned. simul-
taneously, the task of creating @ mauso-
leum for the late Sir Mowrosjee Wadia
and he and his team not only recreated
Cyrus’ tomb in Pasargadae Tor Wadia
but revamped the cemetery with gates
reminiscent of Persepolis and planted
the grounds with & wealth ol Persian
flora o commemorate the long racial
memaory of the original Iranian Aryan
homeland of Jamsheed. It sull gladdens
the heart to walk through the beauuiul
grounds — a part of a giant complex of
manicured graveyards in Surrey. sev-
eral miles out of London.,

Apart from the Tatas and the Wadias
there lic Shapurji Saklatvala (Saks), the
third Parsi in the British Parliament.
Mumerous Zanzibarians lie at rest: Keki
Madon, the first speaker of the Zanzibar
State Council after s independence:
Jamshed Dastur, registrar of the Zanzi-
bar High Court; Jivanji Jasavala, its so-
licitor general; also Surrosh K. R,
Cama ...

Mear the end of the century, in 1998,
Brookwood was once again the center
of community attention as the London
Zoroastrians commemorated an exten-
ston 1o their Sagdi — a project con-
ceived and executed by the ZTFE’s
(Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Euwrope)
Brookwood Commitiee under Filly
Maravala between spring and summer
and inaugurated with a jashan on
Fravardigan day. The original chapel
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was proving too small for the increas-
ing needs of the community.

The new bungli is double the size of
the old. furnished with new lurmiture,
acostE TR0 — £ 14,000 collected by
the community and £ 4,000 gilted by
Iranmian philanthropist Mehraban Zar-
toshiy.

The comlont of the new hunghi has
been however al the expense ol scarce
lanel. On the anvil is a project 1o reclam
Ll (there is o sunken area within the
Zoroastrian plot) as “we will run out of
burial plots in three wo four years time al
the most,” says ZTFE president Dorab
Mistry. Though this will be an expen-
sive proposition. the association expects
tosell family plots in advance ata higher
rate. The House of Tatas have also of-
lered Nimancial support as they wish 1o
see the three Taa mausoleums of
Jamsetji and his sons Dorab and Ratan,
frequently visited by Tata bigwigs, bet-
ter maintained. Mistry says the Brook-
wood maintenance lund is “quite sub-
stantial.”

The Brookwood Cemetery was man-
aged by the London Necropolis and
Mausoleum Company Linnted when the
Religious Fund of the Zoroastrians of
Europe leased w 2,500 sq vard plot there
with a special arrangement worked oul
lorexclusive Zoroasirian burials in 1863,
notes an entry in the minute book of the
Charitable Fund of the Zoroastrians of
Europe 1861-1894. By 1944 it came o
light that the Company was not honor-
ing its end ol the deal and charging
exorbitantly forits service. and arevised
agreement came into foree in 1946 as
the result of legal arbitration. In 1974
the company changed hands just as an
extensiontothe Sagdi was being planned
with the addition of wilets and electric-
ity. Then ZTFE president Dr Shirinbanoo
Kutar decided 1o negotiate for the pur-
chase ol an adjacent plot of land. The
laborious ding-dong negotiations, con-
ducted by vice president Shahpur Cap-
tain, eventually led 1o the ZTFE suing

Brookwood for breach of contract in
1979, The outline of the deal worked out
by the High Courtin 1981 resulted in the
Company ceding the freehold of the
cxisting land to the agsociation plus an
additional three-quarter acre for £ |
only, the reimbursement of all legal
costs and expenses of the association
plus £ 1,000 in respect of the Cowasji
Jehangir memorial which had been dam-
aged by the Company. This abrogated
the earlier agreement of 1946 but meant
a personal vietory for Caplain, who was
president by then, as well as for the
ZTFE. A few more acres of frechold
land were purchased in 1984-85.

A few short years thereafier, in 1986
Brookwood became the battleground
between the community’s liberals and
orthodox groups who had become in-
creasingly polarized over the issue of
non-Zoroastrian spouses attending the
Fravardigan jashan. As the conserva-
tives won the vote in the association’s
annual general meeting (AGM), non-
Zoroastrian spouses who had been tra-
ditionally auending the jashans and
mukiad ceremonies were asked 1o leave
the room and bitterness and invective
became the order of the day. Thus be-
gan the practice of separate Fravar-
digan prayers organized by liberal
Moshirwan Cowasjee and conducted by
Captain in the open air come rain or
shine, spurning the use of the Sagdi.
This year too, the same praclice contin-
ued though the Sagdi was kept open for
their use, as per Mistry. However, “Co-
wasjee now sends us greeting cards,”
note Mistry and vice president Faroukh
Sorab with a smile. The new manage-
ment team of the ZTFE have had no part
in the verbal warfare as they were not on
the scene in 1986 and the years that
followed. But the theme of the battle
has been a perennial one in London.

The Religious Funds of the Zoroas-
trians of Europe (Europena Zarathos-
tieme Dlveeramnge. Fund) originated in
1861. Spearheaded by Muncherji Hor-
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(L to R) First row: At
the Navroz function,
a section of the
audience and Ervads
Marzban Dastoor,
Keki Kanga, Zubin
Writer, Homi Desai,
Zubin Bhedwar, Jal
Karkaria and R.
Bhedwar

Second row: A view
of the dais

Third row: Part of
the ZTFE commitiee
Sorab, Master,
Sethna and Deboo;
Mistry and Dalal
Photos: Kee Photographics
Fourth row:
Shirinbanoo Kutar,
Caprain, Sharokh,
M. Zartoshry and
Mz Sharokh
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“You Parsis
should live with
your dead here,

not only in

your SOrrows
but in your joys®




Clockwise from fop lefi: Navroz jashan ceremony (Photo: Kee Photographics):
Farhangi with wife Goli; grave of Sir Dorab Tata, entrance 1o
Brookwood cemetery and the Tata mausoleums Photos: Amavaz 5. Mama
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sit Cama, s Guparan letter dated
August 15, 1861 noted, “Our people go
abroad to several countries Tor busj-
ness. When there. each person could
eive according 10 his means Tor reli-
sious and charitable purposes. This
would enable them not only 1o perform
wood deeds but also 1o live in hirmony
with one another in good and had nmes

“Currently by the grace of Caod, we
are about 50— including students (who
come here for higher studies) — and our
number is likely o increase vear by
year. For this reason, it is essential 1o
consider this matler urgently

“If this idea appeals 10 you. we can
then amange 0 meet at some place,
listen to one another’s views and reach o
satisfactory conclusion.”

By August 17, Dadabhan Maorogs had
aiven his endorsement. Edulji Nusser-
wianji also concurred. The Enghish trin-
serip of page | (dated Sepie o

a2
18615 of the minute book of the Chari-
table Fund of the Zoroastrians of Eu-
rope | 861-15894 — I'!I[l'l'\'i.l..jl.,'{l Lo Persiciner
by the ZTFE s enthusiastic librarsin
Malcalm Deboo — reads: “The Loro-
astrians residing in England wished 1w

estahlish a Religious Fund for Zoroas-
trians of Europe. A general mecting of
the local Zoroastrians wis therefore hield
at 2 pome o Mr Cama’'s residence, No 24
Devonshire Terrace, London W2, The
following zentlemen were present:
“Avrdeshirp Khurshedji Wadia, Dada-
Bl Naoropi. DrBorjorp Dorabgi, Edulji
Nusserwanji. Jehangirji Burjorji,
Ardeshirpn Ookerpr Engincer, Dr Mun-
cherp Behramjt Koholah, Rustomji
Khurshedji Engincer. Pirojshah

Peshtonji, Dhunjibhai Khurshedj
Ratnagar, Rustomji Shahpurji Umrigar,
Bomanshah Muncherji Maodi, Framji
Bomanji Cama, Navropn Cawasji
Ponchajina, Muncherji Hormasj Camar,
*Muncherji Hormasji Cama was

elected as chairman of the meeting
*The chairman read out a previously
prepared draft of articles. Afer lengthy
dizcussion those present unanimously
agreed that the articles, asamended after
continued on page 40
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The Scheal offers vocational
reesinninge in several frelds
including painting, dancing,
weaving, spinning, knitting,
cerpentry aned enbraoidery
All phatos by Chatan Mistry




INSTITUTIONS

An act of grace

At the Jai Vakeel School for Children in Need of Special Care the
youngsters are taught to express their creativity

There's a dance rehearsal in progress.
All the planets bow belore the creator
who blesses them with owstretched
hands. There is an amazing grace in
every movement of these litle  chil-
dren. Tt is hard to believe that they are
mentally impaired. The Jai Vakeel
School for Children in Need of Special
Care is one of the few institutes in the
country to admit children
with multiple handicaps.
suys Tehmina Shroff, the di-
rector of the dance drama,
who is also the honorary ad-
ministrative director of the
School. From atwo-storeyed
bungalow on Warden Road.
to a sprawling two-acre re-
treat wicked away in Sewri
with an additional wing in
the serene suburbs of Borivli,
the School has grown from
Just two students in 1944 o
more than 700 oday.

“The School started because ol my
sister Dina who was a very special
child,” recalls Shroff. Dina was born on
October 10, 1936. Her father. H. M.
Vakeel, was a solicitor and her mother,
Jai, though a housewile, had foresight
and creative ideas. Dina was a preity
baby but within two months, her par-
ents realized that her development was
notas expected. Atthe age of sixmonths,
their friend, Dr R. N. Cooper. identified
Dinaas a child with Down’s Syndrome.,
The Vakeels stoically accepted the news.
Dina was allowed to grow at her own
pace and participated with the family in
everything they did. “We never thought
of her as handicapped,” reminisces
Shroff. She played badminton with us
and also rode on a horse. Whatever we
did, she wanted to do. She was a very
sweet-natured girl.”

Jai Vakeel knew that Dina was a
special child and needed a special
school. Soin 1943, a Montessori trained
teacher, Katy Cama was requested o
teach Dina. She was an cxcellent, pa-
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Yasmine Lemos

tient teacher who tried different meth-
ouds till she succeeded in achieving the
desired result.

Fifty-five years ago, on Dina’scighth
birthday, her mother started the School
for Children in Need of Special Care in
her own drawing room. Situated in her
bungalow on Warden Road called Ravi
Lodge. this School ininally had only

A hwar=dcre refreal df Sewri

twostudents, Dinaand Nargis Daruwala,
The main purpose of the School was 1o
offer mentally backward children the
special understanding and individual
altention that they needed.

Being the first school of 1ts kind in
the country, there were no guidelines in
the Indian education system that Jai Va-
keel could refer to. She read a great deal
on mental illnesses and corresponded
regularly with officials from the Vine-
land School, Wayne County School, the
Office of Education in Washington and
the American Association on Mental
Deficiency. From the equipment used 1o
the very syllabus itself, Jai Vakeel's
pioneering direction is given credit for
its relevance even today. *This institute
is the largest in India and comparable 1o
any other institution in the world,"” claims
Dr (Prof) P. C. Shastri, president of The

, Research Society for the Care, Treat-

ment and Training of Children in need
of Special Care. “Ours is the only insti-

tute (which can handle) multi-handi-
caps like blindness, deafness and cere-
bral palsy with mental retardation,”
claborates Shastri. Among the facilities
they offer are a school, pre-vocational
training center, vocational training cen-
ter, research center, boarding school,
community based programs both urban
and rural, and custodial care.

The research center con-
ducls investigation and re-
search on various aspects of
mental health; a special
clinic for early intervention
therapy and a counselling
center provide guidance and
support lo the parents of such
children; the rehabilitation
center includes a sheliered
workshop: a teacher’s train-
ing center conducts classes
in this highly specialized
field; family economic
upliftment schemes and out-
reach programs are also beneficial.

When a child comes to the School, a
precise and detailed study of the indi-
vidual case is conducted and an ex-
tremely comprehensive program for
treatment and developmentis suggested.
According to Dr Saif Bijliwala, a psy-
chiatric occupational therapist, “The
development program for the children
begins right from the age of one month,
forearly intervention increases the scope
of rehabilitation enormously. The pro-
gram includes regular therapy sessions,
doctors’ consultations, counselling the
parents and, whenever necessary, con-
ducting genetic tests and other research.™
When asked about Parsi students in the
School, he commented, “Presently there
are 18 Parsi students in our School of
whom six have Down's Syndrome. A
systematic study of the incidence of
Down’s Syndrome and other mental
deformities in the Parsi community has
still not been carried out.” Dr Bhanumati
Balasubramaniam, acylogenetist, adds,

continued on page 55



ART

COVER STORY

Philanthropic painters

The refurbished Sir J. J. Gallery opens with an exhibition by
India's eminent artists for the cause of the Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy

The school walls which had lor more
than a century displayed the artistic
impulses of school children were
adorned with the creative insighis of 8.
H. Raza, K. H. Ara, Badri Narayan, M.
F. Husain, Gieve Patel, Homi Patel.
Laxman Shreshtha and other
well-known personalitics of the
Indian art world, Spoilights es-
pecially fitled over cach paint-
ing highlighted its bright and
mellow tones, lucent lamps
placed all the way up the impos-
ing staircase brought oul the
beauty of the bunnisters. Comple-
menting the school’s iemporary
conversion into an art gallery
was the burnished wooden oor,
with staircase landings thought-
fully provided with wooden
benches for connoisseurs 1o sil
and admire the splendor of the
paintings lining the walls. Adong-
side the stircase, rivetling al-
tention, stood a 30-foot-1all wrough
iron chandelier. its 54 baskets ol pure
white tuberoses and white gladioliaglow
with the myriad lambent divas lining its
lower tiers.

“It is not just territorial boundaries
that form a nation. Language and hitera-
ture. artists and litteraeurs also make a
country,” muscd veteran Gandhian Dr
Usha Mehta, lighting the lamp on Feb-
ruary 13, 1999 10 inaugurate the pre-
view of The Arn of Charity at the Sir
Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy Parsce Benevo-
lent Institution (SIIPBI) (see “Lighting
up a landmark,” Parsiana. February-
March "99), The exhibition and sale of
contemporary Indian art featured the
works of 538 of India’s most eminent
painters, some of whom are alumni of
the Sir 1. J. School of Art. The artisis
contributed a minimum of 50 percent
up 1o a maximum of 100 percent of the
price of their paintings, which rangéd
from Rs 10,000 10 Rs 300000, 1o the
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Parsee Benevolent Institution

Hilla P. Guzder

cause of the S1IPBIL

It was Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Nirst
haronet, who formalized art education
in Inchia for the first time almost 150
vears ago by seiting up a school of art,
ab o nme when art was considered linde

Ar the Sir d. L. Gallery (from left):
Jejeeblov, Deshmukh, Vijava
Destukh, Ared Dodiva, R, Jejeebhoy
eurred Khamibeirta Photo: Hika P. Guadar

more than a pastime for cultured ladies.
“Sir Jamsctjee Jejeebhoy was a colos-
sus of his tmes and enlightened indi-
viduals, agencies and the government
should work together to preserve and
enhance waditions.” remarked Mehta,
Nonagenarian Prol P. A, Dhond. ex
dean of the Sir ). ). School of Art and ex
director of the Maharashtra Government
directorate of ant. declared how proud he
was of his almamater where he had learnt
and matured both as an artist and a5 a
teacher. Lamenting the plight of artteach-
ers, he deseribed how he had tried Lo raise
the pay scales and status of art teachers as
“art teachers were the lowest paid and
least respected” and how many of his
students later won both state and
rerslirrapens {national) awards.

“The success of this exhibition de-
pends on you,” Rustom Jejeebhoy, son
of the present seventh baronet, old the
assembled invitees and art lovers.
“There was a colerie of gallery owners
whi backed this show,” stated Jejeebhoy
with Kekoo Gandhy of Chemould
Ant Gallery being “the backbone
of this show.” Special commemo-
rative medals were presented to
Kekoo and Khorshed Gandhy.
Dadiba Pundole of Pundole An
Gallery (received in his absence
by his wife Khorshed), Pherosa
Godrej of Cymroza Art Gallery,
Nitin Mukadam and others of the
Art Sub-Commitiee who toiled Lo
organize The Art of Charity as a
part of the SIPBI's sesquicen-
tennial celebrations. Jejeebhoy
also thanked SJIPBI trusiee and
art commitiee member Minoo
Mody forhis “confidence and faith
in the exhibition even when we
were testing the waters.”

Shawls were presented by Sir Jam-
setjee Jejeebhoy to Mehta and 10 vet-
eran, octogenarian author Mulk Raj
Anand who graced the function despite
his frail condition. Medals were also
presented to numerous individuals who
had contributed significantly 1o the suc-
cess of the event.

Twio days later, the exhibition shified
to the newly refurbished Sirl. J. Gallery
al the Sir J. J. Institute of Applied Ar
(situated within the Sir J. 1. School of
Art complex) with B, G. Deshmukh,
chairman of the advisory committee of
the National Gallery of Modern Art
lighting the lamp amidst an absence of
formal specches. The Gallery, which
had been lying in disuse, was renovated
with Pinakin Patel Associates giving
their services free of charge and HDEC
(Housing Development Finance Cor-
poration) and IDFC (Infrastructure De-
velopment Finance Company) paying
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the facilitating costs of Rs 10 lakhs 1o
repair the Gallery and print the cata-
logue. Designed by AveshaSoonawalla,
with processing by Comart Lithogra-
phers. the elegant catalogue contains
details of the paintings as well as briefl
bio datas of the painters.

Well-known sculptor Arzan Kham-
batta, whose A Moment in Freedom
priced a1 Rs 30,000 was displayed at
the exhibition. was enthusiastic aboul
the restored Gallery, “lis setting amidst
an arl campus is suitable for exhibi-
tions. The Gallery should establish a
zood reputation by holding strong ex-
hibitions at first. [ should not become
Just a place for an artist W display his
leftover works.” Though he has always
held his shows at the Jehangir Art Gal-
lery, Khambatta asserted that he would
“love o exhibit™ his work in the re-
stored Gallery. Explained Rustom
Jejeebhoy: “When we lirst approached
5. H. RBaza, an alumnus of the Sir J. 1.
School of Art. he willingly agreed to
donate 100 percent of his three-lakh
rupee painting Cesfalion 1o Our cause,
though artists are often Nooded with
this kind of request. 5o we thought we
would repair the approximately 2,000
sq1 11 Gallery and do something for the
artists and their alma mater in return as
it is the artists who are really doing the
charity. forsaking a minimum ol 50
percent of the price.” The Gallery can
be rented for as low as Rs 500 per day
which is a rate, believe the organizers,
well within the reach of even the hum-
blest new artist. An added bonus is an
adjacent small room with bathroom,
also renovated, where an out-al-town
artist can reside during the course of his
exhibition.

Al the end ol its fortmight-long run,
the organizers had sold almost 65 per-
cent of the paintings. “We had tried for
an underwriter but did not suceeed in
eetting one.” disclosed Rustom Jejec-
bhoy. *“We raised about R 13 lakhs for
the SHPBIL and 1 really can’t scoll m
that kind of money though [ was hoping
1o raise more!”

The future running of the Gallery,
however, 15 in the hands of the govern-
ment, “We received very good suppaort
from the Sir J. J. School of Art authori-
ties and from Muralidhar Nangare, di-
rector of art, Government of Maha-
rashira. We are now hoping that the

. aoverniment nominales or CO-0pIs us 0n

the advisory commitiee. On our part we
wish 1o make this Gallery a part of the
regular art ¢ircuil,” he stated.
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THE MAKING OF AN ANJUMAN
continned from page 32

consultation with those present, should
be printed and circulated to all local
Zoroastrians as well as o Zoroasirians
residing in Liverpool and Manchester
s0 that it would enable them 1o recon-
sider the draft. Therealier another gen-
eral meeting should be held in the fol-
lowing month on Sunday 6 to pass the
articles and pass resolutions on other
matters relating 1o the Religious Fund,
Adter passing the resolutions to proceed
as above, the meeting terminated at 5
o’clock in the evening. (Sd) Muncherji
Hormasji Cama, chairman, London,
September 22, 1861.”

Handwritten in Gujarati, the minutes
record the dynamism of the venerable
gentlemen. By their third mecting on
October 13, 1861 suggested changes in
the draft articles had been incorporated
and the first managing commitiee
elected. Itincluded Muncherji Hormasji
Cama, chairman, Ardesherji Khurshedji
Wadia, Dadabhai Naoroji and Pirojshah
Pestonji, trusices, Jehangini Burjorji.
seeretary, Dr Burjorji Darabji and Dhun-
jibhai Khurshedji Ratnagar, managing
commilice members.

Cama's committee conceived of six

separate funds, viz for the bunal of the
dead, for helping stranded Zoroastrians
to enable them 1o return to India, for the
acquisition of hooks about Zoroastrian-
ism, for helping scholars researching
Zoroastrianism, for establishing a house
of prayer and a general fund for miscel-
laneous expenses. These six funds were
combined into a single fund in 1889
called the Charitable Fund of the Zoro-
astrians of Europe. The 29th AGM held
on October 1390 with Naoroji in the
chair noted that a circular letter appris-
ing one and all about the Fund's objec-
tives, with the Brookwood arrangemen
in place. was distributed widely at the
time of the Paris Exhibition when a
number of Parsis visited London, result-
ing in a subscription of £ 24,125 o their
funds. The letter promised subscribers
of £ 3 and upwards the right to vote.
The 30th AGM in 1891 accepted that
non-Zoroastrians could perform sexzdo
at the funerals, informs Deboo. The oc-
casion was the demise of Dorabji Cama’s
wifeand the desire toallow his Christian
friecnds to auend the funcral. Three
months later Bombay's Rustomjee Kha-
reghat hotly contested the issue and a
long correspondence is recorded by sec-
retary D M. Colah. By a majority vole

at the AGM on October 11, 1892 the
practice was accepled.

By the meeting of May 16, 1908
chaired by Sir Muncherjee Bhownagg-
ree, the second Parsi to be elected to the
British Parliament, the opinion was that
“the Zoroastrian Fund of Europe should
be placed on a proper legal basis™ and it
was agreed on the basis of D. P. Cama's
letter that “a clause specially expres-
sive of limiting the society’s member-
ship and beneficiaries 1o Parsis of the
Zoroastrian faith™ be inseried in the
legal document. By now the minutes
were maintained in English with im-
peccable handwriting! There is also a
reference toaletter from S. K. Bomonjee
on behalf of Ms Wadia who had offered
“to defray the expense of all necessary
additions and alterations in the chapel”
but that if the committee arranges to do
0, “'no tablet exeept that in memory of
adeceased Zoroastrian Parsi™ would be
put in the chapel.

The Parsce Association of Europe
was incorporated in 1909 with Bhow-
naggree as president, Dorabjee Peston-
jee Cama, Nusserwanjee Jamaspjee
Moolla and Eduljec Dinshaw as trust-
ees. The managing commiliee com-
prised of Moolla as honorary secretary
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and treasurer (a function he had al-
ready been long performing) and in-
cluded Framjee Bomanjee Cama,
Edaljec Jamsetjee Khory, Rustomjee
Limjee Batliboi and Hormasp Dossa-
bhoi Cama.

Moolla served as hon-
orary secretary for 30 years,
a contribution which was
recognized by afelicitation
held at Cafe Monica under
Bhownaggree on Seplem-
ber 11, 1917 when Moolla
wis presented a purse of
Rs 6,000. Bhownaggree
himself continued as non-
comtested president of the
Association for 25 years.

For the purpose of registration the
articles of association declared that the

members of the Association inclusive of

life and ordinary members be limited 1o
1,000, Only Parsis of the Zarathushirian
Faith were gualified to be so. The three
trustees — who had o be hife members
— were appointed for life.

The minutes of April 20, 1910 record
a reference to a letter from K. D. Tata
who had inquired whether a non-Parsi
who might be aconverted Zarathushirian
could be inmerred at Brookwood. It was
decided 1o write 1o Naoroji, “the sole
survivor of the original founders of the
Association whether the benelits and
rights of the body should be limited 10
Zarathushtrians who were originally
Parsis™ or nol.

On June 13, 1923 honorary secretary
R. R. Dresai was writing to Dr 1. 1. Modi,
secretary of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP), 1o advise “whether a non-Parsi

Maravala (top); imaugural plague,
kebla and dining hall ai Zoroastricn
Henise
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wife of a Parsi, believing in the Zoroas-
trian faith, is entitled 1o participate in
strictly religious functions of our com-
munity, and more especially if. in the
unfortunate case of the decease of such
aperson, her remains would
be entitled 1o be treated in
the same way as that of a
Zoroastrian Parsi... and also
in the case of the children of
such union.” Predictably,
Modi replied in the nega-
tive for the wife but permit-
ted the children “provided
such children have been
brought up as Zoroastrians.”

Al the Jamshedi Navroz
banquer that year at the Savoy Hotel,
the Association congratulated Dadiba
Merwanji Dalal on his appointment as
the High Commissioner for India. He
had suceceded William Mever accord-
ing to Deboo’s rescarch. Also felici-
tated was Mitha Tata, “not only the first
*arsi but the first Indian woman 1o be
called 1o the British Bar,” according 1o
the Association’s annual report.

The Law Report of The Times, Lon-
don of July 5, 1928 records that the

ZOROASTRIAN HOUSE
A8, COMPAYNE GARDENS,
LONDOMN, MW.G
wAS OPENED ON
SATURDAY 6™ SEPTEMBER 1969
ROZ ADWR MAH FARVARDIN YZ 159
BY
NADIRSHAH R MULLA Esg saua”
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES
OF THE

PARS! PANCHAYAT,

Lord Chief Justice’s Court returned a
verdict in favor of The Parsee Associa-
tion of Europe, and awarded it £ 1,000
in compensation in its case for libel
against Dr Ardeshir Dadabhai Jilla and
Erachshaw R. Heerjibehedin of
Bombay's Kaiser-i-Hind. In a series of
articles in NMovember and December
1927 and January 1928 Jilla had al-
leged that the Association had failed
properly and honestly o carry out the
objectives for which it was founded.
The November 27 article was titled "A
fluff of awtocracy in a sca of democ-
racy.” The Association contended tha
by presenting it in poor light its sub-
scriptions and donations from India
would be affected. It was also the
Association’s case that Heerjibehedin
had made no attempt to verify the truth
of Jilla's allegations and Jilla himself
had “admitted that every statement he
had made about the Association was
groundless. At the time of writing the
articles, he added, he was in an ‘irri-
tated mental condition,”” reported The
Times. Imerestingly, the Association’s
solicitors, Bull and Bull, were the same
who had drafted its memorandum and
articles in 1909,

According 1o the Association’s re-
port for 1943-44 the trustees of the
Cursctjee Maneckjee Shroff Agiary in
Bombay had proposed the transfer of
their sacred fire and funds amounting
to £ 5,500 10 establish an agiary in
London. A special general meeting on
March 5. 1944 under the chairmanship



of Jehangeer Cowasjee Jehangeer dis-
cussed various options and adjourned
sing die. At their AGM on Oclober 29,
1944 1t was resolved that unless they
could raise £ 50,000 1o buy a property in
London for £ 6,000 with the balance
invested 1o yield an annual income of £
1,200, the project should be given up.
By the end of the year they had declined
the Shroff Agiary offeras they could not
raise the necessary funds.

The first Communal House had been
established in a leaschold property at
Cromwell Road through voluntary con-
tributions and patronage. In 1929 the
Association moved 1o a frechold prop-
erty it purchased on Russcll Road in
Kensington. It ceased 1o be adequate for
the burgeoning post-World War I com-
munity and thanks to the ball set rolling
by president Jehangir Moos, on Septem-
ber 6, 1969 the new Zoroastnian House
at Compayne Gardens was inaugurated
by BPP chairman Nadirshah Mulla. In
the 60s as in the 90s, it was a controver-
sial move, informs Deboo. Among those
whi opposed it were Sarosh Khajotia,
Cyrus Mehia and Faridoon Madon, ac-
cording 1o Deboa.

The most significant development in
the new Zoroastrian House was its cen-
terpiece — the Setayash Gah, donated
by Dastur (Dr) Sohrab and Di Shirin-
banoo Kutar — the closest that the
Zoroastrians of Europe have come o a
place of worship. A grateful community
had earlicr acknowledged Kutar's de-
voled service over the vears (he banded
together the ordained priesis and in-
spired them 1o serve the community by
performing ceremonies for which there
was ever increasing demand) by ap-
pointing him their High Priest with the
consent of the dasturs of India at a spe-
cial general mecting on October 23,
1964 and Tollowed it up with a shawl
presentalion ceremony.

By 1982 even the considerably larger
Compayne Gardens premises were un-
able to meet the needs of the community
and since the resources were madequate
to allow a move o a newer property. an
extension was built and inaugurated on
March 21, 1983 1o provide larger as-
sembly and dining space. thanks 10 the
largesse of Arbab Rustam and Morvarid
Guiv and of Faridoon and Mechraban
Zartoshty,

With an increasing influx of Iranian
Zoroastrians the community had opted
1o change the name of the Association
from The Parsee Association ol Europe
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1o the Zoroastrian Association of Eu-
rope (Incorporated) an a special general
meeting on August 8, 1971, In both
cases the Association was legally alim-
med company with its asscls subject o
[HES

“This situation became more harm-
fulto the Association progressively from
1973 onwards,” records Hemage 1o
Zarathushira, a brochure published by
ZTFE in 1983, Under the presideniship
of Shirinbanoo Kutar, Captain initiated
the move forcharity status, After months
ol grueling negotiations with the Board
of Trade, Inland Revenue, solicitors and
counsel, Captain, then president, called
aspecial general meeting on September
3, 1978 1o convince the community of
the need o follow the course suggested
by the lawyers: 10 set up a new entity
named The Zoroastrian Trust Funds of
Europe Incorporated and 1o transfer the
assets and labilities of the Association
to 11, Adter much discussion the special
resolutions were passed unamimously,
enabling the commitiee 1o effect the
change and the Association acquired its
tax exempt charity status on February |,
19749, Its irst olfice bearers were presi-
dent Captain, trustees Dr Mino Mistry
and Narosang Dhalla. honorary secre-
tary Ruby Contractor and honorary trea-
surer Ervad Zal Sethna, Other members
ol the commitice were Shirinbanoo
Kutar. Bailey Irani, Jal Modi, Soh
Master, Burjor Magol, Ervad Darius
Sethna, Meherwan Sepai and Dr Firoze
Munshi,

OF all of Captain’s heady achicve-
ments in community alfairs the most
controversial has been his Tounding of
the Waorld Zoroastrian Organisation
(WZO). With the aplomb of Dadabha
MNaoroji and Muncherji Cama, the Cap-
tn team presented the world with a
“world body™ in 1980, one that the rest
had only been talking about for |8
years. With London as the first port of
call for migrant Zarathushiis fleeing
Iran after the fall of the Shah, the hastily
drafted constitution of the WZO has
been the subject of acrimonious debate,
cquating as it does the rights and privi-
leges of i individual and association
members. For years Captain and his
devoted supporters have tried 1o achieve
eeneral acceptance by secking the BPP
and the Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian
Anjumans of India to join i, 1o no avail,

The wealthy Iranian emigrants, on

the other hand. provided support not

just with words but money, In 1982 the
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late Mehraban Farhangi had comnib
uted £ 1500000 1o establish The World
Zarathushirian Trust with Captain,
Shirinbanoo Kutar and Shahrokh Shah-
rokh as trustees, Typically, the prodi-
sious Kerman-born accountant cum
businessman cum philanthropst chose
1o remain anonymous and it was only al
the memonal service after hos demise on
October 26, 1996 that the onigin of the
fund was made public by Caplain

With the proposal of the new World
Council of Zoroastrian Federations
which seeks to cap the regional bodies
into an identifiable, representative unil
on the world scene, there was much
heart burning about the need for a sec-
ond “world body™ and parlays are con-
nnuing to metamorphose the WZO o
an organtzation satisfyving all poims ol
view. 1T such a denoucment comes (o
pass, the London community will have
seored a himan the best traditions of ns
long history.

Life in Zoroastrian House
Most weekends and sometimes miud week
Zoroastrian House hums with activity.
Every Saturday Ervad Rustom Bhedwar
teaches kustr and advanced prayers as
well as navar prayers for sthornan bovs.
The third Sunday in each month Ervad
Keki Kanga attends the Setavesh Gah
and anvone 1s free o avail of his ser
vices. The third Sunday of cach month
from 11 am. onwards Nilouler Cooper,

Rukshana Darvwalla, Rushna Master.,
Aban Karkara, Ava Jamoojiand Darius
Karkaria conduct the Children’s Edu-

cation Fun Club for those between the
ages of three and 15 1w cquap them o
Face the challenge of living in a
multicultural society. The children ae-
quire “knowledge. understanding and
conviction of our ancient Zoroastrian
culture, hertage and religion.” as notes
the ZTFE quarterly circular dated Feb-
ruary 2, 1999,

Since the past three o lour years the
ZTEE celebrates all the Shahenshali
paravs witha jashan followed by snacks
andd e, These are generally funded
precemeal by small Gumilies and orga-
nized by Bhedwar, Silloo Jasavala and
ZTFE hibrarian Malcolm Deboo on the
actual day. Other religious events orga-
nized by the ZTEE are the Shahenshahi
Larathoshino diso and Homagud faag.
No non-Zoroastrian s allowed at these
ceremonies, clarlies Deboo. There is
generally a “waiting list ol people want-
ing o contribute for the paravs as the
lunction costs £ 75- 100 which is easier
forasmall family walford,” says Deboo.
And for 10 days the muktad prayers arc
held tollowed by the Fravardigan jashan
at Brookwood.

Amaong the hrgest Iranian celebra-
tions the Jashn-e-Sadeh and Jashn-e-
Mchergan are financed lrom a large
endowment macde by the late Mchraban

Farhangi. The March 26 Fashi
Khordadsal and the Fasli
Zarathoshino diso are simlarly
endowed by Boman Mobed, an
ex trustee of the Zoroastrian Trust
Funds even though he has now
moved to Honolulu, informs
Deboo, Mehraban and Faridoon
Zartoshty provide for Jashn-e-
Tiragan in July. Non-Zoroastrian
guests are imvited at all these
Iranian functions and the endow-
ments date back 1o the 805, says
Dehoo. There is a move afool 1o
raise Iranian funds for other Fash
sahambars, he adds

Plans For Jamshedi Navroz 1999 in-
cluded a traditional “hafshean™ table on
display and contributory lunch. The
Fash Khordadsal to which the Shahen-
shahis are duly invited was 1o see the
launch of Comrade SAK: Shapurji
Saklarnvala, MP, a political biography
by Mare Wadsworth.

In a move initiated by former Indian
High Commissioner L. M. Singhvi, In-
dians in the UK are invited 1o celebrate
their major ethnic festivals atthe Indian
High Commission. Lalit Mansingh, the
current Indian High Commissioner has
continued with the practice. In a func-
ton jointly organized by the ZTFE and
the WZ0O about 300 Zoroastrians
150 from each side — were slated o
celebrate Navroz there followed by a
traditional lunch. The ZTFE circula
requested a donation of £ 10 per head
and the use of ethnic apparel.

In keeping with their growing inler-
faith acuvites the Navroz function in-
vitation list this year, according 10
Mistry, included Rabi Dr Jonathan
Sachs, chief rabi in the UK and a scholar
of oriental religions. On the indusirial
side there was Srichand Hinduja and
Palan (Shapoorji Pallonji) Mistry.

While participants are asked 1o bring
in some snacks for the table spread alier
the Avan parav jashan, the Atash nu
parav jashan, maachi and gahambar
sponsored by Beroze Mody and Y. M.
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Sepai is being used as a source of funds
tor the ZTFE’s new premises as well as
Bombay’s Anjuman Atash Behram.

Individual families sometimes spon-
sor & memorial jashan to which the
community is invited. The Dastur (Dr)
Sohrab Kutar memorial jashan is one
such event regularly organized by the
Kutar family where chasni and refresh-
ments follow the ceremony.

Young Zoroastrians — or Y Z as they
are generally known — have their own
selolactivities, not necessanly restricted
to the Zoroastrian House precinets. A
roup of | 5 comprising Rushad Chinoy,
Mehrengise Cooper, Natasha Dalal.
Taronish Jasavala, Naomi Kazak. Ha-
vovi Mehta, Rohinton Munshi, Dinaz
Sethna, Gustav Scthna, Ruby Sethna,
Shiraz Sethna, Farmeen Sorab, Neville
Sorab, Navaz Suratia, Zena Wriler un-
der the chairmanship of Kerman Jasa-
vala, lead the rest of London's Zoroas-
trian youths to the theater, discos and
pubs together, cementing a camarade-
ric that was evident in the efficient
organization of the ambitious 10-day
program of the Second World Zoroas-
trian Youth Congress. Most ol the
vounger members of the ZTFE manag-
ing commilttee like Perses Scthna,
Rushna Master, Dinvar Cooper. cut their

teeth as Y2 orgamizers and chairper-
sons. Perses Scthna had ascribed the
success ol the Congress partly to the
“bit of sivle™ that led them 1o hold the
first four days of the parleys in a five-
star hotel, The esprit de corps among
them seems 1o have stemmed from the
troubled late "80s when the youths made
a concerted decision 1o stay out of the
controversy and attend both sets of Tune-
tions and lund raisers, as Master had
neted at the post-Congress press con-
lerence.

It had been o major bonanza when
the association had rediscovered its ar-
chives in the early 1980s. Farokh
Wapifdar who had [irst set up the library
then. resigned in the urbulence of 1986
and Deboo became involved, initially
as a volunteer and later as the official
lection as maore of a relerence library
cum information center. FFor example
when a young girl was doing a project
on abortion, she approached the ZTFE
and Deboo found that the Vereiedad has
much 1o say on the subject, not merely
chastising the woman but the person
who made her pregnant and the people
who forced the abortion. According to
the Vendidad, as explained by Deboo,
the illegitimate child must be cared [or
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by the family and supported until mar-
riage in the case of a girl and until the
boy 15 old enough to earn for himsell.

In his first five years at the library
Deboo says he amassed 265 books at a
cost of £ 4,000 of which £ 200N came
from the community when he “passed
the box around” and £ 2,000 from the
Zartoshty brothers. Nearly £ 1,200 worth
of books have been donated. The collec-
tion covers the gamut of Zoroastrian
history and culture, includes biographies
and autobiographies, and even some
publications on cookery. But the origi-
nal correspondence of the association
since the carly 13005 is the most pre-
cious heritage they have.

Zoroastrian House is a registered
place of worship in London and for
conducting Zoroastrian marriages, in-
forms Deboo. Mixed mamiages how-
evercan only be performed in the Angli-
can church, he says,

One aspect of the London commu-
nity Deboo emphasizes is that everyone
defers to the visiting high priests from
India and Iran. “They gel more respect
here than inany other partof the diaspora.
The communily gives respect even
though it may not agree with everything
they say,” notes Deboo, comparing the
high priests to the British monarchy.
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

“If the community wants a change...”’

Marginally conservative, the new managerial team at the ZTFE
is determined to ignore past controversies

“We have decided among ourselves
that whozver is president serves for three
years and no more, Then, make way,”
says Dorab Mistry, now in his sccond
vear as president of the Zoroastnan Trust
Funds of Europe (ZTFE). Mistry’s state-
ment endorses the focus on fresh blood
and youthful involvement that now per-
meates ZTFE management.

Vice president and so-
cial secretary Faroukh
Sorab, secretary and Y oung
Zoroastrians coordinalor
Rushna Master, treasurer
Adi Bilimoria, house sce-
retary Farokh Byramji, li-
aison officer Perses Sethna
comprise Misiry’s current
tecam of office bearers.
Other members of the man-
aging committce include
Rusi Dalal, Filly Maravala, )
Dinyar Cooper, Ervad
Rustom Bhedwar, Mal-
colm Deboo and Timimy
Rustumiji. In all, one can
hazard that the total average age musi be
on the right side of 50,

Mistry’s mission has been 1o reunite
the once acrimoniously fractured com-
munity of UK Zoroastrians. With that in
mind the managing commillee consti-
wied under him in end 1997 held back
Irom endorsing the proposed World Coun-
cil of Zarathushti Federations (WCZF).
“We feltour generation hadn’thad enough
dialogue with the World Zoroastrian
Organisation (WZ0) We lTound that
rightly or wrongly there was a tendency
on the pan of those promoting the World
Council to use it as a stick to beat the
WZ0.” Mistry had told Parsicna in Janu-
ary 998,

Proud that it was the ZTFE that had
spawned the WZO he believed that, given
time, WZO would rectify its constitution
in all seriousness to make itsell a truly

representative world body — a line of

thinking also pursued by the Federation
of Zoroastrian  Associations ol North
America (FEZANA). “For us peace and
harmony at home are extremely impor-
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Mistry: bringing the
conmunity tegether
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tant... People like Dr Shirinbanoo Kutar
are revered: we appreciate the work of
Shahpur Captain, admire his organiza-
tional qualities; we want them back into
the ZTFE fold...” A year later Mistry
acknowledged sadly, “The divisions are
stll there.”

With the Brookwood bungli exten-
sion happily complete, Misiry is con-
cerned to wet on with the
new premises project. Hop-
ing to receive major fund-
ing [rom British national lot-
terics, which have funded
among others the second
largest Hindu temple out-
side Birmingham to the wune
of £ 3.9 milhion, Mistry be-
lieves that “as Britain's old-
esl ethnic minority, we are
cligible” There may be cer-
= in conditions like leaving

amuscum and library open

to the public. They will also

enforce atime scale, he feels

and now the first priority is
1o get the mandate from the community
in a special general mecting. Thercalter
it will become possible 1o acquire a plot
of land from the existing resources, in-
cluding borrowing against the present
Zoroasirian House property which would
be required until the new one is commis-
stoned.

“Ohar hall can only ke in 250 people
sitting. Normally (on Navroz and Paten)
GO0 o 700 people wirn up... For Khojeste
{Misiree)’s lk on the power of Yarha
Alure Vairve we had to hiterally tell people
not 1o come. Stll, there were over 300
people jamming the hall,” Misiry ex-
plains the inevitability of the project.
Though the current Zoroastrian House at
Compayne Gardens is convenient for
those who use public transport, for the
increasing number of car owners parking
is o nightmare.

Over the past couple of years the New
Premises Subcommitice has collected £
00000 plus they have a pledge for £

200K romm Mehraban Zartoshty, Ac-

cording 1o Mistry they need in the region

of £ 600,000 o £ 800,000 for a plot of
land. They would prefer to concenirate
on the Wembley or Heathrow areas of
London where a large number of the
community resides. The association’s
own investments have gone up o about £
5,000,000 over the past few years as they
have moved out of fixed deposits and into
shares and successfully handled the port-
folioto yield a good return, claims Mistry.
“If the anjuman endorses it, we could buy
a plot wmorrow,” he adds.

Another project on the community
plate is participation in the spirit zone of
the Millennium Dome being put up by
the Millennium Experience Company, a
joint venture between the UK govern-
ment and private capital. Zoroastrianism
is one of the nine religions 10 be repre-
sented there and it is the ZTFE that must
provide the input. “Malcolm Deboo and
Rusi Bhedwar are working on what should
be the Zoroastrian involvement,” says
Misiry. The spirit zone project alone is
estimated 1o cost between seven and
eight million pounds of which the
Hindujas have sponsored up to three
million pounds, he informs.

Yet another institutional project with
which the ZTFE is involved is the Asha
Foundation with its museum ol migri-
tion. The first immigrant on record is
Ratanji Seth, says Mistry.

Acknowledging his committee as
“relatively inexperienced,” Mistry ex-
plained the imbroglio that surrounded
the election of a new trusice at the last
ZTFE AGM on November 8, 1998, With
Bailey Irani retiring at the end of his
seven-year tenure the managing com-
miltee was required 1o suggest a suitable
incumbent to take his place on the three-
member board of trustees which includes
Cavas Sethna and Noshir Avari. The
committee homed inon Dr Firoze Munshi,
a “completely non-controversial {candi-
date). cqually acceptable o the WZO
wing of the community,” who was an
original signatory to the new ZTFE ar-
ticles of association in 1978, Though
Munshi agreed o stand “alier some hesi-
tation,” the commitiee’s endorsement was



not wnanimous, with Mac Dinshaw, a
WZO sympathizer and ZTFE hie mem-
ber of 37 years winning Rusi Dalal’s
support. Till the moming of the AGM
Mistry and his fellow members were
unaware that their candidate Munshi
lacked one essential auribute ol rustee-
ship — he was not a life member.

Unwilling to risk seven years of aln-
tion in case Dinshaw decided 1o use his
trusteeship credentials to stall the ZTFE
team. they arranged 1o get former ZTFE
president Kerst Jasavalky nominated from
the Moor. In the ensuing election, held
withutmost decorum according o Mistry,
Jasavala polled 110 voles o Dinshaw’s
70 and was declared clected.

Dinshaw raised the issue two days
later. when he wrote on legal advice o
state the election was illegal. WZO s
Rumi Sethna, Captain and Prochy
Colabawalla also wrote letters “protest-
ing vehemently that | had done wrong by
taking nominations from the Moor™ be-
cause the notice Tor the election had
stated that no nominations from the Noor
would be accepled.  Aschaimman [ should
have declared the one remaining candi-
date as elected,” Mistry quoted the letier-
writers. Though the commitice “took
protection under the nder that the
chatrman’s diseretion shall be linal and
binding in all events.... We realized it
was not a Night we wanted to hight,” savs
Mistry. Despite holding an insurance
policy o cover legal expenses. “we're
notinthe business of fighting courtcases.”
he says. "It is very imporant for the
trustees and the president o work 1o-
gether. The trustees are like our upper
house.” Accordingly. with Dalal’s help
1o diffuse the cnsis, they all went 1o see
Dinshaw. “Mac and Iresolved it between
us on December 11 19987 informs
Mistry. crediting Dinshaw’s  gracious-
ness and community concern.

The youthful Mistry is becomimg adep
al surviving such crises. Two years car-
lier. Sheriar Mehani. a managing com-
mitiee member vehemently opposed 1o
then president Rusi Dalal, had regisiered
a complaint against the ZTFE manage-
ment with the charity commissioner.,
Mistry was then treasurer and had 1o
contend with a seven-day notice 1o sub-
mit records. “We got a clear chit but we
had to face i, Mistry recalls the wension
of the time.

On the theme of a world body of
Zoroastrians, Mistry says, “We are now
working in close cooperation with
FEZANA" He believes that Robinton
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Rivetna who has been negotiating with
WZO president Rumi Scilma, 15 “cau-
tiously optimistic” that a single body will
now be founded. *The ZTFE approach of
wait and watch of two years ago (has
been) justificd by events. . Rivetna has
come o the conclusion that WZ0 India
is 2 foree 1o be reckoned with. But (presi-
dent of WZO India) Dadi Engincer and
(managing trustee of WZO India Trust
Funds) Dinshaw Tambaoly have made it
clear that they won't be a part of the
world hody without the WZO, London
being pan of i.”

Terming himsell marginally “right of
center,” the Pardi bom, Bombay edu-
cated son of Tehmi and Eruch Mistry is
the chiel of Godrej operations in UK and
Singapore. A commerce cum law gradu-
ate, Mistry had stood first among 7 (0K}
candidates in his intermediate chartered
accountancy exam and seventh of 200K
in the final. He joined Godrej in 1976 and
was translerred w London in 1977 as
director of Godrej International. o sub-
sidiary ol Godrej Soaps. He
has been a Londoner ever
sinee with his wife Shehnae
and daughiers Tina. Sheric
and Roxanne.

Brought up in a “staunch
Zoroastrian behdin family,”
Mistry believes in the conti- ¢
nuity of Zoroastrian rituals,
“particularly for the com-
munity overseas... (They)
provide a point ol focus, re-
mind vou of vour origins..
Where 1 have an open mind
15 whether (it is possible w
miaintaing the same level of
purity as the scriptures may have or-
dained. We have o adapt 10 where we
are, Sometimes we are fortunate that the
law gives us freedom o perform rituals
as we wish, gives us a choice.” He says
the community could allow non-Zoroas-
trians 1o atend some rituals and vet re-
spect the wishes of those who believe that
only Zoroastrians should participate in
others,

“In London the community is not yvel
ready Tor conversion. There is no prob-
lem with the children of Zoroastrian fa-
thers, The debate in London is about the
children of Zoroastrian mothers, Al the
moment the ZTFE policy is not 1o en-
courage mavjotes of the latter. But if the
community wanis a change, then the
ZTFE 15 o democratic organization. 1t's
up o the commumity o lobby and change
that policy. A relerendum could be held

Sorvab: “five and let
five”
Phaoto: Amavaz S Mama

provided there was a demand and pres-
sure for one, il a proper debate takes
place where all sides of the argument are
presented. It would also involve alook at
the important argument as to whether
those children eventually practice Zoro-
astrianism or simply have the navjote
and forget all about the faith. 1 would
encourage a statistical survey on the post
navjote lifestyle of children of mixed
marriages, at least in the UKL I we find
even a significant minority where the
Zoroastrian line continues, then it would
be worth retaining them... lis lindings
would give guidance o the community.”

“We are notcarrying any 1986 baggage,”
notes ZTFE vice president Faroukh Sorab
alluding 1o the fissure in the London
community that disrupted Zoroastrian
life there for several years. A life member
of the WZO along with president Dorab
Mistry, the hotel services manager of the
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Chil-
dren NHS Trust is sure that ZTFE sympa-
thizers “know that we are
not going to sell them down
the river.” Like the rest of
his youthful colleagues on
the ZTFE board, Sorab pur-
sues apolicy of “live and let
live... Whatever you do in
vour house is fine,” refus-
ing to become involved in
the spate of arguments and
allegations that had riddled
Zoroastrian House politics
for nearly a decade.

With wife Jesmin an ex-
ecutive at Gulf Airwho has
given prodigiously of her
time on the New Premises Fund Raising
Committee., undergraduate daughier
Farmeen and senior school going son
Neville happily involved in the activities
of the Young Zoroastrians, the Sorab
houschold is fully invalved with commu-
nity activity in London,

*We are all going 10 Houston. The
Zoroastrians there reflect prosperity,”
he says expecting the Zarathushti Od-
yssey 2000 — as the Seventh World
Zoroastrian Congress has been billed
— 1o be a very big suceess. Fortunately,
millennium celebrations in the UK are
focused on the wrn of 1999 10 2000
whereas the US is concentrating on the
start of the new millennium in 2001,
This has taken quite a lot of pressure off
the UK Zoroastrians, giving them the
liberty 1o partake in celebrations on
both sides of the Atantic, ASM



ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

‘“Projects can bring people together’

During the four years of his presidentship Rusi Dalal endeavored
to revive a ZTFE ridden by controversy

“Rusi Dalal is the only president [of the
Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe
(ZTFE)] in recent history 10 get a stand-
ing ovation from the community when he
announced that he had deeided 1o siep
down.” notes his successor Dorab Mistry.

The last of the waditonalist East Al-
rican immigrants who
successiully challenged
the liberal leanings ol
the ruling ZTFE team
in 1986, Dalal contin-
ucs on the community
seene as member of the
managing commitice.
Unlike others of his
group, however, the
Zanzibar-born civil en-
gineer has nurtured 2
younger generation of
leaders, led the ZTFE
outward into meaning-
ful dialogue with other
faiths. Dalal seized the current wave ol
multiracial acceptance in Britain o reg-
ister the ZTFE as the Zoroastrian spokes-
mian in the UK. representing the commu-
nity al Commonwealth Day functions,
the Queen’s garden partics and other
events, thereby stealing a march on his
fellow stalwarts.

In the process Dalal recerves letiers
like the one from Bill Peters. co-chair-
man of Jubilee 2000, an educational char-
iy secking 1o inform the public of the
deleterious elfects of the policies ol world
Ninancial mstitutions like the World Bank
and the Imernational Monetary Fund:
“The report of the Commonwealth Day
Observance Service al Westminster Ab-
bey has given me vour name; the role you
performed at the Service indicates clearly
your leading role in Britain within your
religious community. I write o seek your
learned advice on ways in which it might
be possible. using examples from your
sucred texts, for the Jubilee 2000 Cam-
paign...”

Both spunky and spry, Dalal docs not
hesitate o compensate for his short frame
by jumping onto tables 1o be seen and
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heard and his garrulousness and short
fuse have carned him his fair share of
detractors, some of them being Iranian.
Chary of what he considers Par-
siane’s ill-conceived hiberal slant, he
nonetheless hosted this reporter during
and after the Second World Zoroast-
rian Youth Congress
(WZYChin 1997 when
he was in his fourth con-
seculive year as presi-
dent of the ZTEE,
speaking his mind with
unabashed candor.
Dalal  estimated
about 120-130 Iranians
among the 5.000-7.000)
Loroastrians in the UK.
He claimed his policy
was 1o keep them “m
par in spite of their
smaller number™ be-
cause despite their lack
ol voting strength. he had not forgotten
that they “did pour money into us.” His
personal leaning towards orthodoxy does

not prevent him from speaking of Prof

Farhang Mchr as a “personal friend,”
adding “1 don’tagree with everything he
says but the friendship s mamtamed.”
Attending most Irmian functions at Zo-
roastrian House he said, “as president 1
have the prvilege to go whenever 1 like,”
but is honored that “they also have the
cournesy o invite me.”

The 1997 edition of the Zoroastrians
of UK, the community dircclory, has
2400 names as against the 2,000 entrics
in 1994 and 1000 in 1991 admined
Dalal. bt maimained the primacy of the
ZTEE. “When you talk of association,
there's only one: ZTFE.” I's the only
one that ¢overs the entire arca, provides
the facilitics, he said. *The Zoroastrians
ol South London themselves say they're
not an association. Almostall their mem-
bers are also members of the ZTFE,
London is vast. It stretches 5O miles north
1o south, S0 miles west o east.” The local

" boddies meet Tor social occasions but they

have no property of their own, no reli-

gious backing, he argued. Dalal was
piqued because his rivals in the World
Zoroastrian Organisation (WZ0) have
tried to denigrate the ZTFE as just one of
the Zoroastrian associations in London
and not a representative body.

In his wrn Dalal questioned the
WZ0's representative credentials at a
time when the Federation of Parsi Zoro-
astrian Anjumans of India had opted 1o
become a founder member of the pro-
posed World Council of Zarathushti
Federations (WCZF). He was all in
favor of the ZTFE joining the WCZF
while the WZ0, which has perennially
claimed 10 be a “world body™ but is
based on individual membership. fought
the formation of the WCZF tooth and
nail. “*Why does not the WZO lunction
in Chicago? Why not in Toronto or
Sydney or Singapore?” he challenged.

According to Dalalthe value ol ZTFE
real estate was £ 250,000 book value in
1997 but worth about three nimes as
much. He estimated its liquid assets then
at £ 200,000 comprising both restricted
and unrestricted funds including £
150,000 created for a resident mobed in
Zoroastrian House. The experiment to
keep ome had been tried in Shahpur
Captain’s time “but the fellow couldn’t
survive there.” he noted.

One of Dalal’s coups was to bid for the
Second World Zoroastrian Youth Con-
gress al the end of the first Congress in
Los Angeles. He then left his team of
Young Zoroastrians 1o formulate the fun-
damentals “without imposition from the
main commitice on their thinking. There
was no inhibition. (But) when the time
came toevolve theirthoughts, we helped.”
As noted Perses Sethna, now member of
the ZTFE managing commiltee. at the
press conference after the event, “Rusi
was heavily involved but remained in the
background. He accepted that it was a
sort of training (for us). The link was
through the budgets and the finance.™

Another activity Dalal is proud ol is
the ZET — Zoroasirian Educational
Team — and the courses they had struc-



tured with scholars like Rashna Writer,
Peter Clarke, Jenny Rose and professors
from the School of Oriental and Alrican
Studies coming to lecture on specific
themes. He was particularly pleased with
the open sessions with Khojeste Mistree
and Dastur (Dr) Firoze Kotwal which
enabled the community Lo acquire gen-
eral knowledge and background on the
religion, contrasting them with the WZO
sponsored seminars where rescarch
scholars argue over semantics which
“go over the common peoples” head.”
Dalal could not resist a dig.

Particular that religious functions be
held on the specific day and not over the
nearest weckend. Dalal spoke of the
muktad and Navroz functions at Zoro-
astrian House and the Brookwood
prayers on Fravardigan claiming they
are performed in a “proper, pious man-
ner.” The ZTFE has a group of 20
voluntary priests and newer priests are
being ordained — eight in the younger
generation. Dalal noted that there is a
high demand for priests. The Fravar-
digan function held by WZ0's Noshir-
wan Cowasjee is, according to Dalal,
done in a “popular manner.” Cowasjee
provides transport and food, averred

ETHICAL EDITIONS
continued from page 26

Shapurjee Saklatvala is called for in
every field if Indiais 1o get out of the rut
itis presently in. These giants made and
wrote history by their thoughts, their
words and their deeds leaving behind a
very rich cultural legacy. The authors
exhort the business managers 10 emu-
late them.

Ethical discourse can seldom be di-
vorced from religion and culture. Sadri
et al make an atiempt to do so, but
cannol sustain it for long. All major
religions have consequently been criti-
cally treated in relation to ethics and the
inherent goodness in all of them has
been brought out. They divide religion
into philosophy which is metaphysics
and to that they pay great tributes. On
the other hand they explain ritual as
organized religion or ideology and to
that they pay scant respect. They openly
state that ritual is emphasized by the
priestly classes in all religions to sus-
tain their own position. The authors
advocate upholding of ethical standards
in all managerial actions and at all
times irrespective of the cost or the
trouble. And unless that happens, our
moral fabric will be very weak.
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Dalal. IC's held over a weekend, “it's
not a religious function, it’s a mock-
ery... People visiting Brookwood are
made 1o sign. When you say there are

The ZTFE has a
group of 20 voluntary
priests and newer
priests are being
ordained

more people, who goes 1o Fravardigan?
Those who've lost their near and dear
ones... They talk in political terms, not
praying for the dead...

“Why is the BBC ringing us up and
not the WZ0? Why is it that in national
things we get invited? We get officially
invited in the multicultural life of this
country. We are trying to formalize the
religion which was on an ad hoe basis.
There is greater interchange at the glo-
bal level. The world is shrinking. (Hong
Kong's Keki) Jokhi, (Dinshaw) Tam-
boly {of WZO India) come here (1o the
ZTFE). 1 am not talking for or against
but that the ZTFE has social, religious

and educational sides... At the govern-
ment, interfaith, inter-communal levels
we are accepled as truly representative
of Zoroastrians in this country... We
can’t cope with the extent of represen-
tation required.”

Dalal’s wife Roshan is a gynecologist
with five postgraduate qualifications, but
also functions as a general practitioner
(GP), son Sohrab has gone from pediat-
rics lo aviation medicine bul also works
as GP, Phiroze is a civil engineer, while
daughters Rukshana and Natasha are
both pharmacisis. Both sons are married
to English girls, a fact that Dalal accepts
grimly. Their large home in Ealing must
be the most hospitable dharamshala in
the world, hosting high priests and stu-
dents, visiting journalists, globe trotting
lawyers and scholars with the same com-
forting amalgam of family warmth and
respectful distance.

Retrospecting on the successful Sec-
ond WZYC, Dalal philosophised, “We
started out as a motley crew but it
brought us all together (because) we
were focused in the same direction. It
shows that if you aim high and go about
it right, you can achieve a lot. Projects
can bring people together.” ASM.
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BOOKS

How Iran became Islamic

Conflict and Cooperation: Zoroastrian Subal-
terns and Muslim Elites in Medieval lramian
Sociely by Jamsheed K. Choksy. Published
in 1987 by the Columbia University Press,
Mew York. Pp: xiv + 207, Price: § 46/8 32,

How did the vast werritory and peoples
of the Sasanian empire — that included
what is now Irag. the Iranian plaeau
{the two together relemred
to as Iranshahr) and west-
ern Central Asia (then
known as Transoxania
which today comprise Uz-
bekistan Turkmenistan,
Tadzikistan, ewe) — which
had bheen predominantly
Zoroastrian for nigh a mil-
lennium. transform itsell
into an Islamic society?
Prol Jamsheed Choksy ol
Indiana University exam-
ines the military, political,
religious  and  social
changes “that displaced Zo-
roastrians from the apex ol society and
elevated Muslims in their place™ he-
tween the seventh and 1 3th centuries by
which time the process was complete.

From a study of primary sources as
well as a host of publications (the bib-
liography covers 18 pages of print)
Choksy zuides the reader through 6(K)
vears of wmult that reduced the proud
and feared inheritors 1o “llecting ste-
reotypical images”™ in the Mood of Is-
lamic literature.

Associate professor in the depart-
ment of Near Eastern Languages and
Cultures, Choksy had earlier authored
Trivmplt over Evil: Purity and Pedfn-
tiom i Zovostrienrisne, The current work
is dedicated o his brothers Khursheed
and Vishwasp. Their father Kairshasp
Choksy was a lormer cabinet minister in
Sri Lanka.

Five chapters ol Conflict and Coop-
erationirace the upheavals “From sirife
o coexistence,” examining “The role
of premonitory literature,” “Patterns of
religious change.” “Restructuring of so-
ciocconomic relations” and “The conse-
quences of contact.” An indispensable

*°

Choksy: etecing
veligions clange
Phato: Mazneen Vapldar

52 Pavsanag Apnl 1993

Arnavaz 5. Mama

map and seven other illustrations add 10
the book’s imterest.

The book shows that the military
impact between the two peoples reso-
nated through other aspects ol their
relatiomship. Where the Arab viclories
were quick and the vanguished honored
theircommitment, cooperation between
the two races came quickly. Conversion
wis generally voluntary and
assimilation came casier,
Where there was protracied
resistance, the tendency of
the victor was, eventually,
1o grind the vanquished un-
derfoot, It took almost two
centuries lor the Zoroastrian
demographic sirengthio fall
below the critical mass. But
once ligures fell low
enough, there was no way
o sustain institutions like
the clergy, the lire-temples
and the seminaries. With so-
cioeconomic despair came
declining lieracy levels and arising tide
ol ignorance,

“We still do not know why the Irani-
ans lailed 10 contain the Arabs at the
onset of hosuliy,” writes Choksy. The
invading Muslims were “mohile, disci-
plined and seasoned, (but) they should
not have posed o serious threat to the
Sasanian baualions, with their superior
numbers, equipment, lactical training
and field experience.” However Choksy
notes that the Iranians were “dispirited
by recent mishaps™ in the incessant
conflict with the Byzantine Christians.
In addition, Khusro | had iransformed
the army “from a clan based 1w an
indemnilicd force:” hence “group loy-
alty may have been replaced by per-
sonal interest.” Also, Khusro 11's "ter-
mination of the Lakhmid dynasty of
Hira” — Christian Arabs who had
guarded the Sasanians” western frontier
— may have helped the Arabs, More-
over, the Iranians” time honored tactic
of retreating 1o the mountains until the
invader collected his booty and de-
parted, Failed to work against the invad-
ing Arabs whose primary agenda was

the spread of Islam in the colonized
land.

To these specifics Choksy adds the
usual factors prevalent in a decaying
empire: inertia, weak leadership, ex-
cessive taxation, social discontent.
Morale must have been at an all-ime
low. Choksy quotes Zoroastrian cleric
Farrobay 1 Ashawahisht who wrote in
the Bundahislin, “When Yazdagind be-
came king he ruled for 20 years. At that
time the Arabs assailed Iran in greal
numbers. Yardagird (himsell) did not
confront them in battle. (Rather) he Med
to Khurasan and Turkestan (or
Transoxania). He sought horses and
men there, but the people murdered
him. So the land of lran fell 1o the
Arabs.”

Although the Sasanian army inflicted
a major defeat on the invaders at the
Bautle of the Bridge in 634, factional
strife in Ciesiphon, the royal capital,
“distracted the Iranians from taking any
further action against the vanguished
Muslim forces,” writes Choksy. This
enabled the lawer 1w regroup and con-
fromt the defenders at Qadisiyyva. De-
spite outnumbering the foc, the Sasa-
nian forces retreated when their com-
mander was slain. They lost 1o the en-
emy at Babylon, leaving the road 1o the
capital open Lo the invaders. Aftera few
skirmishes and a siege, Ctesiphon fell,
Yazdagird having moved away carlier.
The Arabs gave the Iranians three op-
tions: To convert lo Islam and enjoy
equal rights and responsibilities; 1o
maintain their own faith and pay a
tribute; to meet in open combat. The
Iranians — the garrison as well as civil-
ians — agreed 1o pay tribute. This pat-
tern repeated itsell in various places,
with the Zoroastrians rencging on pay-
ment once the Arab forces moved away,
leading to renewed conflict.

According to Muslim records, an
edict by Caliph Umar quoted by Choksy
instructed the Arabs 1o **Preserve their
previous status, except for individuals
who (continue) to side with the enemy
and are capiured. Treat the peasants
exactly as you have treated others be-



fore them... When you enjoin them (1o
adopt Islam) but they opt to pay the poll
tax, and you (accept i) and send them
back home... then that action consti-
tutes granting them protection.” ... It
reflects a pragmatic option available 1o
the Arabs during the sev-
enth century. Indeed, in
lower and upper Iraq, trea-
tics involving the taxation
of subjects rather than re-
peated battles and constant
repression became the norm,
leading to peaceful relations
in following years,” adds
Choksy. The 1ax gatherers
were often the very Zoroas-
trians who had performed the job for
their Sasanian king.

Patterns of intercommunal conflict,
coexistence and cooperation varied from
region to region. In Irag. Khuzistan,
Agerbaijan and Sistan harmonious co-
existence was quickly established as
major battles as well as pact violations
were few and “neither side had many
memories of atrocities... With a social
accord in place, the Muslims were even-
tually able to convince the Zoroastrians
of Islam’s ascendency, thereby ensur-
ing peacelul conversions...”

In Fars. Kirman, the Jibal and
Khurasan which constituted the histori-
cal core of Iranshabr. the lights were
bloodier and more protracted, writes
Choksy. Large-scale insurrections led
1o extermination and enslavement and a
constant struggle over land and water
rights, ete. In Transoxania and the
Caspian regions of Davlam and
Tabaristan brutal military clashes led 1o
long-lasting enmity and “a mutual dis-

taste Tor cohabitation... The spread of

Islam 1o these arcas was also slow, lor
the same reasons,” Mo massive rebel-
lion could be mounted however for lack
of leadership as it was generally the
local elites who accepted the need for
change and tended to collaborate with
the colonizers in order to maintain their
own standing.

The turbulence of the times pre-
vented immediate chronicling so that
the events of the seventh century were
conveyed by oral tradition until they
were documented in the ninth century.
By the time of the writing both victor
and vanquished felt the need 1o justify
the great Arab victories as well as the
mortilying Zoroastrian defeats.

“As the Muslims realized the perma-
nence of their triumphs and the Zoroas-
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Qazvin and
Isfahan people
opted to
change their
religion rather
than pay tax

trians accepted the inevitability of their
decline. the seeds of auitudinal rans-
formation were sown by restructuring
memory through prophetic and apoca-
lyptic narratives that rationalized these
evenls,” Thus the veracity of incidents
was sacrificed inasearch
lforsymbaolic value: “Ac-
counts ol the past... were
arranged and rearranged
until the desired point of
view was attamed.”

Some of the prophe-
cies were attributed 1o
Muhammed. One story
asserts that Muhammed
wrote 1o Khusro 11 call-
ing Iranians 1o Islam and that Khusro
tore up the letier. When Muhammed
heard this, he is supposed to have said,
*His kingdom will be torn from him in
the same manner.” This report gained
credihility as a prophecy because it pre-
sented a historical fact — Khusro lost
both his kingdom and his own life in
628. Aflier Muslims had become the
rulers of Iranshabr. the predictive aspect
ol this tale proved valuable, for the Zo-
roastrians would have had difficulty re-
futing it.” notes Choksy,

Another due prediction from Mu-
lamimed is supposed 1o have come when

he heard of the short (629-630) rule of

queen Boran, the daughter ol Khusro 11:
“A people who place women in charge
ol their affairs will never prosper.” At-
iributing such a biased statement 1o
Muhammed may have been a way of
exploiting Iranian and Arab leelings
about women, writes Choksy.

The Zoroastrians oo sought justifi-
cations of their defeat bevond their own
failings. Apocalyptic Zoroastrian proph-
ecy had a lincar concept ol time. It was
divided into seven periods cach worse
than the last. until the arrival ol the
savior (saoshvam). Now the Muslim
rule was seen as leading them further
towards doomsday and the arrival of a
savior that had long been foretold. Con-
trasting later explanations with earlicr
records, Choksy illusirates how the nar-
rative ol events was translated by later
wrilers into a causal relationship that
assuaged the lust for conguest on one
hand and the distaste for baule on the
other.

“Assimilated wraditions linked the
two groups o their common past, with
the resulting web of interacting prog-
nostications helping the Zoroastrians

accept Mushim overlordship and cul-

ture,” notes Choksy. In time, parallels
emerged between Muhammed and
Zarathushira and the ancient Iranian
kings so that Muhammed emerged as
their “legitimate spiritual successor and
the caliphs as valid temporal heirs o
carlier Iranian leaders.”

Eventually the current turned in the
oppositedirection as the Muslims gained
numerical strength and Zoroastrians felt
constrained to present their own fanth in
Islamic terms, using Arabic motifs and
imagery.Detailed accounts of Zara-
thushira’s mission date only from the
ninth century AD and conform in many
respects 1o the images of prophetic ex-
perience found in the Bible and the
Quran... The Mushims™ partiality 1o-
ward revelation may explain the fre-
quency with which Zarathushira is de-
picted in conference with Ahura Mazda
in medieval Zoroastrian literature dat-
ing from the ninth century onward.”

Analyzing the changing religious
patterns Choksy writes. “Apostasy (rom
Zoroastrianism did not begin with the
advent of Islam. Around the year 300
(AD), people in Armenia who once
worshipped Ahura Mazda wrned w0
Christ. Later, during the final decades
of Sasanian rule, spiritually dissansfhied
upper-class Zoroastrians defected o
MNestorian Christianity.” Choksy also
notes that though there were cases where
Iranians embraced Islam to avoid death,
in Takrit, Masabadan, Qazvin and
Isfahan people opted 1o change their
religion rather than pay tax. Then, as
premonitory tales spread, people fur-
ther lost faith in a losing religion and
felt justified in accepting Islam which
its victories seemed to justify. “No con-
tact with Islam’s docirines or sacred
wrilings was needed, merely convic-
tion based on the alleged fulfillment of
foretelling.” Arab victories began 1o be
viewed as a divine sign of a new social
order.

Monetheless. large-seale desertion
from Zoroastrianism was infrequent in
the early years. And when they did, the
reasons were many and varied — the
desire for personal freedom, financial
gain and employment incentives as well
as intellectual persuasion. In fact Choksy
writes that initially “the propagation of
Islam was sofli-pedaled so that commu-
nal distinctions and high revenues could
be maintained.”™

Islam found its earlier converts
among city-folk. Inarcas where Zoroas-
trian resistance was high, there was an



exodus into the countryside and the
mountains. In an effort o prevent con-
version the Zoroastrian high priest de-
creed that a converted Zoroastrian be
regarded as legally dead and hisfher
property be absorbed by loval Zoroas-
trian members of the fam-
ily. But by the 10th cen-

“Conversion to

went on, the siee of the Zoroastrian
audience diminished as did us level of
literacy due o the sociocconomic de-
cline. And, as Zoroastrians retreated in
each aspect ol life, the Muslims ad-
vanced, producing “a written culture
that disseminated [slam
widely.”

tury they were unable o : : Discussing the jizva or
enforce such ordinances Zoroastnanlsm poll 1ax that Zoroastrians
and indecd ,ﬁuughll o erh from |5|am, or wlui. mq".:]iﬂi‘ﬂ :u pay un-
mit reentry into the Lt tl the miud-1Sh century,
by arecital of the conles- EIHY Dther Choksy traces its ante-
sional  Tormula Inl’ rellgiun’ was cedents o the gu;uf'ug or
Sfravarane 1ogether with S annual head tax levied by
purification rights and permISSIbIE the Sasanian administra-

the retying of the kusti.
“Conversion o Zoroas-
trianism from Islam, or
any other religion, was
permissible according to magian law:
*If there is someone from another faith
who wishes o follow the good reli-
gion... then Zoroastrians should admit
him or her into the fold of those who
fulfill the true dictum.” A manual known
as the Herbedestan (priestly code) even
proposed applying socioeconomic pres-
sure on Muslims 10 turn them toward
Zoroastrianism,” writes Choksy, noting
that the guiding principle in all such
cases was that no harm should result o
the community thereby. But by then the
Muslims did not look kindly on apos-
Lasy.

On the basis of anccdotal and statis-
tical evidence Choksy believes that by
around 1250 or 1304, urban and rural
Zoroastrians accounted for less than 20
pereent of Iran’s population. He shows
how the decline in the Zoroastrian popu-
lation was reflecied in the decreasing
number of ecclesiastical institutions.
Fire-temples and madressas gradually
fell into disuse as the community lostits
economic base and was unable Lo sup-
port its priesis. Many such institutions
were taken over by the increasing num-
ber of Muslims. Mosques, which had
been few and far between, began 1o dot
the landscape, first in the urban arcas
and then the rural. He uses the architec-
tural evidence of the mosques and their
history 1o show that it took nearly 6K
years for [slam 1o gain complete control
of lran.

With the decline in the number of

Zoroastrian cleries, learned pricsis
sought to preserve their knowledge in
wriling. The works they produced were
meant 1o counter Islamic attraction for
ignorant lay Zoroastrians. But as time
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according to
magian law”

tion which all subjects —
men, womenand children
from all walks of life in-
cluding Zoroasirians —
paid during the fourth and fifth centu-
ries. Later it was paid in lieu of military,
church or state service and hence the
aristocrats, clergy and bureaucrats were
exempied from paying the gazidag. By
the seventh century the Sasanian state
levied a poll tax on all non-Zoroastrian
adult males in exchange for religious
freedom, informs Choksy.

The draconian aspects of Mushm
administration on Zoroastrians began
with the Abbasid rule. alter 1304, Then,
even protected non-believers were
equated to heretics inimical to Muslim
well-being. High adminisirative posi-
tions were denied o non-Muslims and
became an indircet lure 1o aceept Isham.
Accordingly. the social and legal stand-
ing of Zoroastrian families fell when a
parent, sibling or husband left the com-
munity. “A woman whose father. hus-
band or brother had joined
the Muslims could only
be the secondary or col-
lateral spouse of another
Foroastrian, nol the chiel
wile.” She had scant au-
thority over her children
and hal to, at least partly,
maintain hersell, Suchso-
cial isolation may have
persuaded the affected
women and children 1o
alsojoin Islam for it seems
that the Zoroastrian com-
munity did litde to provide succor 1o
such families.

Judicial authority over Zoroasirians
had rested with the magian hierarchy
under the Mushim administrators and
was enforced with the aid of ex-Sasa-
nian nobles o maimtain law and order in

By around 1250
or 1300, urban
and rural
Zoroastrians
accounted for
less than 20
percent of Iran’s
population

the community. But by the ninth century
they began to lose theirinfluence, priests
became hard to find and “any man who
had some religious education, or at least
a pious man of good repute could exer-
cise judicial authority.” With the in-
creasing interface between the two reli-
gions came clashes of values. “When
Muslim values conflicted with non-
Muslim ones, the shari’a was supposed
1o prevail.”

Tracing the socioeconomic fux be-
tween 650 and 1300, Choksy notes,
“The growth of rules and praxis, offi-
cial or customary, roughly followed the
progress of political and religious
change. Islamic viewpoinis became bet-
ter articulated and more dogmatic as
the Zoroastrians lost authority and de-
clined in number. Indeed, coercion be-
came an instrument that the Muslim
majority could, and occasionally did,
use 10 abolish sectarian laws and cus-
toms contradicting its own. Conse-
quently, Muslim mores prevailed,
slowly shifting the rules of socioeco-
nomic interaction from Zoroastrian o
Islamic ones and thus remodeling Ira-
nian society. Perhaps the greatest irony
was that Zoroastrians were now subject
to mechanisms of regulation analogous
to those that the Sasanian state, magian
hierarchy, and ordinary believers had
once imposed on other religious mi-
noritics. ..

“In essence, necessity found expres-
sion in the reinterpretation or manipu-
lation of religious laws. With compro-
mises made by both groups in regard to
their beliefs and desires, the communal
laws arrived at eventually became de-
pendent on the circum-
stances at hand. Joint
endeavors that seemed
useful or pragmatic gen-
erally were accepled,
creating ties that en-
dured between Zoroas-
trians and Muslims ¢ven
after the former had lost
all social control 1o the
latter. Daily accommo-
dations reached by per-
sons, irrespective of
creed, overcame
socioreligious obstacles to create coop-
eration and end antagonism, as the ma-
jority of Iranians assimilated with the
Arabs into an evolving Islamic culture
in medieval Iranian society...”

“As the consequences of contact be-
came apparent, Zoroastrians began emi-



grating o western India to forge a new,
highly successful future. One band is
said 1o have left Khurasan for the coast
of the Persian Gulf and then sailed 10
Gujarat where they were granted asy-
lum by an Indian ruler in 936 and came
to be known 1o the locals there as the
Parsis, or the people from Persia. Those
Zoroastrians who remained behind
sought refuge from Mushm lifestyles
by moving 10 remote places in Fars and
Kirman, leaving political control. reli-
zious direction, and socioeconomic
trends in Muslim hands...

“Iranian society — and its belicls
and practices — has always been open
to change. The Muslims ok over this
task Irom the Zoroasirians as the later
declined in status and number, with the
Muslims gaining complete control
around 1300, The rejection of — or,
even more radically, the rebellion
against — this new status quo gradually
became arisk that those remaining loval
Zoroastrians were unwilling 1o take in
their guest for survival. Staving subal-
tern politically, religiously, socially,
and demographically seemed saler 10
them. As opposition [rom the original
community waned, the diachronic pat-
tlerns that prevailed in Iranian socicty
from the seventh through the 13th cen-
wries produced a new social order
broadly based on Islamic values and
viewpoints — the culture of an elite,
majority community. The lives of each
group’s members, individually and col-
lectively. were shaped by their knowl-
edge of the past. What they became was
alegacy of who they had been and wha
they had experienced through conflict
and cooperation.”

There are some similarities and
contrasts here with the current Parsi
situation on the Indian subcontinent:
that a critical population mass is in-
dispensable 1o maintaining commu-
nity institutions. Though 20th cen-
wry Parsis are on a far superior socio-
economic wicket than Zoroastrians
in 1th century Iran. our fire-temples,
dokhmas, aramgahs and madressas
are lalling into desuetude oo,
Choksy’s book also seems to demon-
strate that once a community dec-
lines in num-ber its revival is a pipe
dream. And  all kinds of apocalyptic
longings conlinue Lo SUrvive ina com-
munal memory that enshrines its past
zlory while forgetting the mistakes
of omission and commission that led
o its fall.
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AN ACT OF GRACE

continwed from page 35

“The research center  olfers genetic
counsclling 1o parents in order 1o pre-
vent such children being born in soci-
ety. The tesis help 10 determine the
carrier status of the parents,”

“In 1949, The Rescarch Society for
the Care, Treatment and Training of
Children in Need of Special Care was
formed. After the Teacher's Training
Course was started in 14952, the School
was shilted to Sewrn Hill in 1957, says
Shastri. The Society has been creating
awareness about the problem of mental
handicaps through television, radio
talks. Indian newsreels, danee, drama,
sports, art and cralt exhibitions and
competitions, publishing and distribut-
g research papers, newsletters and
books all over India as well as abroad,
mentions sShastr.

These children. even the most rest-
less among them, can be brought o
concentrate on handwork, crafis, music
and otherextra-curricularactivities, says
ShrofT. The children are aught paint-
ing. dancing. cooking, weaving, spin-
ning, embroidery, knitting. carpeniry,
ete. They are also taught 1o make items
such as incense sticks, envelopes, cards,
wrapping papers, hangers and so on, All
these activities serve as outlets for their
abundant energy and help them express
their imnermost cmotions, [ also isalls
in them a sense of discipline and re-
sponsibility. And the sense of joy and
satisfaction that the child gains from
doing these 1asks is invaluable. The
mentally handicapped children come to
this School only 10 discover that they
are needed and that their life has a
meaning, Their enormous creative po-
tential is tapped and directed in the right
direction.

The institute’s campus also houses
the vocational and pre-vocational cen-

A comprehensive
program for
freatment and
development is
affered

ters for kids who are
unable to benefit
from academics. Sr
Ives, anun who helps
at the School, says
that some students no
longer attend school.
Instead they work in
this center on a full-
time basis. They are made 1o operate in
conditions closest to a working environ-
ment. With the guidance of weaving
masters, they have made saris, bedspreads,
towels, furnishing fabrics, tablecloths,
clc. Every year an exhibition of these
handicrafis is held and the response has
always been tremendous. When choos-
ing an occupation for the students, care is
taken to choose a suitable field, one that
the student is comfortable in.

“Though these children need special
care, in reality 99 percent of (such)
children in India (30 million) get no
care, treatment or training. In India we
have no program for the adult retarded.
Genetic engineering, advances in teach-
ing technologies, rescarch in the field
of mental retardation will alleviate quite
a few problems in the near future. What
has not been done in the last 50 years
will be done in the next 10 vears,”
Shastri is optimistic.

Problems faced by such institutions
are funding, getting qualificd trained
stalT and grants. Besides individual do-
nors, there is a funds commitice and
financial aid is also offered by the stale
government, says Shroff. “Grants and
licenses should be processed speedily
and favorably by local bodics, the state
and central governments,” declares
Shastri. “Our future plans are to estab-
lish more centers in the rural and semi-
rural areas like Deolali, Kamshet, a
custodial care home at Lonavla, a DNA
(Deoxyribo Nucleic Acid) lab, an au-
lism cenler, a special vocational train-
ing center, and to expand teachers” train-
ing programs,” he adds.

“Everybody should look at theirabili-
tics, not disabilities,” points out Shroff,
“The World Health Organization has
declared that you cannot label them as
handicapped. They're human beings
first. Their disability is theirs 1o con-
quer and they have conquered it.”



MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides (as
listed in this issueh ranged be-
tween 18 and 39 years, the anth-
metic mean (the wotal number of
individual ages divided by the
wdal number of brides) being 25
years, The cormesponding ligures
for the grooms were 23 and 43
years, averaging al 29 vears,

In the month of February, 74
Zoroastnians dicd as versus 17
babies born. Thirty patients (of
whom 19 were 80+ fell prey 1o
heart disease, the major Killer,
Other killer diseases were pneu-
moniaflung disease (seven), sep-
ticemia and cancer (=ix) and
brain disease (five). There were
four victims who succumbed 1o
old agefgeneral debility. Ane-
mia, asthma amd leukemia ook
a toll of two lives each, Two
ladies in their mid-seventies
were murdered in February. One
was slabbed 10 deah whereas
the other was strangulated. Hy-
pertension, diabetes, Steven-
Johnson's syndrome (a severe
type of toxic or allergic skin

eruption), acidosis (depletion of

the body’s alkaline reservel,
hemiplegiaiparalysisof one side
af the bady), falciparum ma-
laria, liver disease and ulcer
accounted Tor the eight isolated
cases registered, The eldest 1o
breathe her last was a 103-year-
old lady compared to a 31-year-

old male. the youngest. The
Foroastrian life expectancy af
birth for February, in Bombay,
wis 77 years,

The data on births, marmages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplicd by
various newsletters and anju-
mwans in Doddiaand abrogd, courts
amd hospitals. This information
is nol alwiys complete or con-
sistent: we are upable 1o carry
dita From arcas where the anju-
s do not Turnish the panicu-
lars: the birth ligures for Bom-
bay are supplicd by Tour hospi-
titls — births i suburban hospi-
tals and private nursing homes
are not included unless ndi-
viduals send us information Lo-
gether with a copy of the birth
cedificate. There may be an in-
advertent repetition of mmes in
the marriage list when a civil
marmage precedes a religious
ceremony. In the breakup of
deaths according 1o illnesses,
especially of the elderly, death

15 olten due o combiation of

several diseases,

If readers have any births/
marriagesfdeaths they would
like published. some proal o
ensure the veracity ol the report
wonld be required. We are sure
our readers would appreciate
this requircment and cooperite
with us,

BARODA

BORN

A boy, Hanez, 1o Parivaz
and Firgans Avari on
October 14, 1998

BOMBAY

BORN

A boy to Zenobia and Perey
frani: February 3. 1999

A girl w Shedeeaz and
SheliReekly Kholwvar,

February 8

A boy 1o Rezin and Jaf
Masier, February 12

A boy 1o Farida and Jimy
Tara: February 12

A boy, Jeshad, o Nia and
Neville Dumasio; Febroary 15
A girl. Khushnaz, 1w Daisy and
Heomvar Kevak: February 15
A girl to Shanaz and Rumi
Mirze February 15

A girl o Fargish and Keaizad
Mixtry; February 13

A boy 1o Sharmeen and Kevie
Setalvad: February 19

A boy, Arzan, W Armin and

58 Parsana April 1899

Larir Wendiar: February 21

A boy 1o Shermaz and Perey
Docior: February 23

A boy o Helewe and Revaz
Mamr, February 24

A boy o Fireza and Relinton
Dueelvbuarjor: February 26

A girl W Zeelar and Darvavus
Shref. February 26

A girl o Keradl and Hosidar
Khajenia, February 27

A boy o Firoza and Shalirekl
Klran; Febouary 27

A boy o Farzeen and
Jennshed Peel, February 27

MARRIED

Diame Fevokl Dovabjee and
Kermon Cvens Blueeneciia of
Poona: January 21

Dyimple Shapror Klsandlvadia
and Farksis Falli Gotla;
February |

Fireoza Tefonton Defoo
and Adil Kershasp Sedvi:
February 4

Hreeerxi Manecksfion Weelia
and Yazdli Keklasarn

Vandriwala of Bedtord, UK;
February §

Shernaz Hermuzd Bhamgara
amd Hormuzelvar Baliedur
Cranall; February 7

Analiira Cvras Wedia and
Percy Hoshang Sangane,
February 7

Kaenor Dava Billimoria and
Navreozr Soly Dhameodivalla;
February &

Feirzema Naveoji Darnwala of
Mavsart and Viraf Homi
Randerier; February 9
Pariclheher Zarir Mistry and
Shalwzad Cavas Comtractor;
February 11

Mewiaz Fivoz Narinan and
Acli! Bahadur Elavia,
February 11

Jasmine Sarosh Gorimar of
Thana and Aspd Kersasp
Kerlerly, February 13

Sherewni Faredoon Afaglh and
Denesly Behmard Felfelr,
February 14

Sharmeen Khedeaedad trani
and Seheangir Rustom Trani:
February 14

Auira Soli Chebsi and Freddy
Perev Bharmcha, February 16
Parvana Sarvosh frani and Adil
Burior Busha, February 16
Daisy Vistasp Keatki and
Brrzeen Rolunton Driver,
February 18

Tinaz Sohralb Toddvwalla

and Prran dimmy Katelr,
February 18

Persis Rusi Finterand Hoshang
Novrofi Variava; February 19
Mazarin Kersi Dariwalla of
Thana and Ashish Phiroze
Pithawala: February 20
Jennifer Khurshed Sepoy and
Gustead Belram Faredooni,
February 21

Rostmi Jal Karrak and Zubin
Ruesi Mistry; February 21
Mealihenoo Keki Rena and
Bomsi Newimean Wadier:
February 21

Kasfumera Savosh Gorimar of
Thana and Faribor: Purvez
Zaiger, February 21
Maharaokh Bejan Weadia and
Perve: Naviman Daver,
February 22

Nina Adi Sagar and Bemi
Phiroze Dinshaw: February 22
Benaifer Pervez Katrak and
Mehernosh Minoo Gandli,
February 22

Benaz Vispy Meher-Hamji
and Cyrus Nani Repaorter;
February 23

Lvla Coapt Katrak and Zubin

Keki Marker; February 25
Ferzin Mavzban Sukiedio and
Cyvrns Dara Doomasia:
February 26

Roshan Jamshed Sukheswala
and Burjis Telwmurasp
Pardiwala; February 26
Shiromi Cyrus frani of
Deolali and Firdaus Jessi
Billiardmaker; Febmary 27
Fertush Boman Kayomerzi
and Adil Abadan Irani;
February 27

Baisy Firaze Gonda and
Sherivar Belram lrani.
February 27

Hoofrish Jehangir Gazder
and Eric Earach Mehia;
Febmary 27

Bahareh Darvoosh Belwardi
and Belruz Narimen Rustomi;
February 28

DIED

Kali Rustamji Governov (86),
residing at 635, Munsil Bldg,
M. Joshi Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; February |
Davavas Sorabjee Kalvanivala
(81). 677, Katrak Rd, Wadala,
40003 1; February 2

Kersi Firoze Patel (72),
Dehnu Bldg, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Parel, 400012; February 2
Shirin Homi Rana (103), Jer
Mans, 19, Gazdar St, Chira
Bazar, 400002; February 3
Neaval Ratanji Darawalla (83),
686, Vevai Villa, Khareghat
Rd. Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; February 4

Daulat Firoze Entee (72), 12,
Island Heights, 36, Mount
Mary Rd, Bandra (W),
400050; February 4

Framroze Jamshedji Paiel
(88), K-4. G-3, Cama Park,
Cama Rd, Andheri (W),
400058: February 4

Jeroo Jehangivi Bhadle (70),
Clo B. J. Bhadha, 11-A,
Soonawalla Bldg, Khetwadi
12th Rd, 400004; February 6
Teluning Soral Dastoor (82,
11V, NITIE, Vihar Lake,
400087; February 6

Jal Phirozshah Mehta (89),
739, Cama Bldg, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; February 6
Rodabe Maneckji Amaria
(82), 22, Aderbad, 34, Hughes
Rd, 400007; February 7
Jeroo Jamshed Ichaporia (85),
13, Cama Hse, Kashinath St,
Tardeo, 400034; February 7
Dosibai Cawasji Tamboli
(99}, E-4, Dalal Est,



With Best Wishes From

Mr Rusy M. Shroff, mzeE.

and

Mrs Purviz R. Shroff

With Best Compliments From

MUSTANG
ENTERPRISES

Manufacturers of
Mustang Cotton Socks and
Gents’ and Children’s Undergarments

219, Milan Industrial Estate, Takarsa Jivraj Road
Cotton Green, Mumbai 400033
Tel: (91) (22) 4147453 Fax: (91) (22) 4146319




Lamington Rd, 400008;
February 7

Dovabii Phirejshaw Driver
(800, 117273, Agiary Chwl,
Dr 5. 5. Rao Rd, Lalbaug,
400012; February 8

Ran Savaksha Poeongiaji (T2),
P9, Nowroz Baug. Lalbaug,
40001 2; February 8

Dadi Sorabji Shreaff (83), 38,
Shireen, Shahid Bhagat

Singh Rd, Colaba, 400005;
February 8

Meaneck Homi Ghadially (83),
Panday Sanatorium, Panday
Rd. 400005; February 10
Rustom Khodadad Trani (75),
Zaveri Bldg, Corner of Grant
Rd, 400007, February 10
Reavemond Cavas Bliarucha
(31}, 271-A. Tata Mills Co-
op Hsg Soc, Elphinstone Rd,
Parel. 400012; February 11
Homar Cavas Gara (66). 1775,
Jehangir Mans, Hughes Rd,
400007, February 11

Mot damasp Garde (82), 7,
Royal Ter. 58, Wodehouse Rd,
Colaba, 400005; February 11
Jehangiv Sorabji Mistey (75),
Bro03, Hibiscus, 7 Bglws,
Andheri (W), 400061;
February 11

Dara Ardeshiv Karbhari (76),
B-286/C, F. K. Irani Chwl,

Parel, 400012: February 12
Alfe Klrershedii Misiry (75},
Room no ¥, Meherali Mans,
Dr Ambedkar Rd, Byculla,
400027; February 12

Tehuni Shapeoryi Dhabhcr
{77}, 77, Guader Mans,
Princess St, 400002;
February 13

Rodvinteny Klvselaeleeed fremi
(57}, 205, Kapadia Mans,
Bazargate 51, Fort, 400001:
February 13

Darabsha Bomangi Kapedict
(82), 6-B, Readymoney
Blocks, Mancherji Joshi Rd,
Parsi Clny., Dadar, 400014;
February 13

Kharshed Pirojshow Karkaria
(87). BE, Ardeshir Dady St,
Kletwadi, 400004;
February 13

Tedtend Jeil Mixiry (893, Umar
Bldg, 394, M. Shaukatah
Rel, Grant R, 400007
February 13

Boshan Dinshoawji Rivelna
(T2). Nutan Gangotri, 62,

Yeera Desai Rd, Andhen (W),

A00058; February 13
Roxhan Erachsia Aria (80),
Room no 19, 5. D, Mody
Huostel, Dr Annie Besant Rd.
4000138; February 14
Fremoze Hormeasii Bativala

(87} 16, Mamoon Manzil,
Mchalla Patel Agiary Lane,
Grant Rd, 400007; February 14
Aroo Sohrab Bhava (85), 427,
Shyam Nivas, 51, B. Desai
Rd, 400026; February 14
Tetuns Merwangi Katrak (86),
75, Devehhaya, Tardeo Rd,
400034, February 14

Pliiroze Kaikhushroo Mistey
(78), Pr21, Mowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012: February 14
Katy Kaikhushru Mysorewalla
(80). Bana Bldg, 11th Lane,
Kherwadi, 400004: February 14
Rusi Jal Sethna (80), 153-A,
Cozy-More, Cumballa Hill,
400036; February 14

Homai Dadi Baria (86), 2111,
Old Khareghat Clny, Hughes
Rd. 400007; February 15
Alemeai Burjorii Dariewealla
(58). Rati Villa, Motibai 5t
Opp Bhatia Hosp, Tardeo,
400007 February 15

Jai Burjor Godrej (81), 40-D
B. G. Kher Marg, Malabar
Hill, 400006; February 15
Teluning Phivoze Karbhari
(83} F16, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; February 15
Goola Framroze Peddar (88),
E-11. 127, Shiraz Ter, Tardeo,
400034; February 15

Phiroze Framroz Bamyji (84),

R-5. Godrej Baug, OfF Napean
Sea Rd, 400026; February 16
Roshan Jdehangir Confectioner
(78), B-6, Cusrow Baug, 3. B.
Rd, 400039; February 16
Keki Behramsha Karbhari
(73), 5, Sayaji Bldg. Balaram
51, Grant Rd, 400007;
February 16

Homai Minoo Tarapore (83),
Phirojshaw Bldg, 70-C.
August Kranti Marg, 400036;
February 16

Bewnan Ardeshir Irani (78),
Chamarbaugwalla Chwl,
Parel, 400012; February 17
Hormaz Merwan frani (68),
80, Goga St, Fort, 400001;
February 17

Mehroo Cooverji Jussawalla
(75), Cama Ter, Allamount
Rd, 400026; February 17
Nashir Nowroji Melia (79),
Firuz-Ara, 160, Karve Rd,
400021; February 17
Nariman Maneckji Baxter
(£5), 815, Engincer Bldg,
Jame Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; February 19
Homai Jal Bhathena (70),
Lam Bldg. N. M. Joshi Marg,
Lower Parel, 400013;
February 19

Katy Darabsha Elavia (78),
E-47, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar

...because we care for your family too.

Your eyes need looking after.
You and your family
need eye check ups.

Contact Lenses

If you need any of these

Our professional expertise
will look after your problem.

Baliwalla & Homi

Privake Limiged

Flora Fountain: 365, Dr.D.N.Road, Tel: 287 4916 / 1762.
Dhobi Talao: 614,J.S.Seth Marg,Tel: 201 4906 / 4923 Parel: J.Merwanji Street, Tel: 412 6051

Spectacles
Sunglasses
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Rd, Byculla, 400027;

February 19

Darabsha Jamshedii Henna-
vazir (82), P/20, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012: February 19
Burjor Manchersha Menty (87),
4, Vatcha Gandhi Bldg. Tha-
kurdwar, 400002; February 20
Jamshed Jehangir Misiry (79),
W16, Tata Clay, Tardeo,
400034; February 20

Jalejar Darabshaw Blrarucha
(87}, Room no 9, C. D. Baug,
Opp Jawahar Ngr, 5. V. R,
Goregaon, 400062: February 21
Goola Tetunures Pithawalla
(59, 161/6. Om Sai Krupa
Co-op Hsg Soc, Bharat Ngr,
Vikhroli (E), 400083;
February 21

Belwam Jamshedji Ready-
manrey (71), 60-E, Gowalia
Tank Rd, 400036, February 21
Rari Dorvalyji Gora (82), 11,
Mody Bldg, Khareghat Clny,
Hughes Rd, 400007;

February 22

Meki Ardeshiv Master (75),
Contractor Bldg, Kashinath S,
Tardeo, 40034, February 22
Hearvesp Dhanjisiaw
Taraporewalla (35), 20,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari
(W), 400102; February 22
Rusi Ruttonsha Wadia (60),
Room no 2, Umrigar Bldg,
Chikalwadi, Grant Rd,
400007: February 22

Armaiti Barjorji Dizsawala
(44), 3/G-1, Shapur Baug,

V. P. Rd, 400004; February 23
Adi Minecher Maceo 169), B/4,
Rustom Baug, Victoria Rd,
Byculla, 400027; February 23
Senreen Rustemji Mivza (63),
33, Joothica, 22, Noshir
Bharucha Marg, 400007;
February 23

Maneck Erachshaw Tat (69),
C-12, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Byculla, 400027;
February 23

Phiroze Cawasfi Bordiwala
(78). 907, Bombay Market
Apt, Tardeo, 400034;
February 26

Bejongi Dinshaji Engineer
(23}, India Hse No 3, Kemp's
Corner, 400026; February 26
Cawasii Framji Hodiwalfa
(98). Room no 11417,
Rustomjee Bldg, Sleater Rd,
400007, February 27

Perin Pervez Karanjia (69),
F-28. Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; February 27

Dara Munchershalt
Clpadwalla (T3), 5. Surat
Bahar Co-op Hsg Soc, 17,

59 Parsiana Aprd 1899

FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
Bombay India World
Thisissue 1998*  1999° Thisissue 1998% 1999°  Thisissue 1998% 19997
BIRTHS
Bays 10 115 17 1 3 1 1 48 1
Girls (] az 12 1 5 1 - 34 1
MARRIAGES
Parsi 3B 262 I 2 15 2 — 18 ==
INTERCOMMUNAL
Males marred out - i - - 1 - — 2 1
Females marred out — 36 - =i 1 — — 9 —
DEATHS
CONSIGNED
Males ar 48 75 10 125 22 2 54 ]
Females KT 513 80 ] 114 15 2 47 3
CREMATED
Males - 7 - = e i — o =
Females - 4 — — — — = o =
*Running totals for 1998 (January 1998-April 1999 issues)
2Running totals for 1939 (January 1993-April 1999 issue)
Overseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremated.
*These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

M. AL Sawant Marg, Colaba,
400005; February 27

Vilery Bewansheaw Vakil (57),
3, Vateha Gandhi Bldg, Tha-
kurdwar, 400002; February 27
Gl Murazban Reader (770,
22, Cama Bldg. Gilder Lane,
Tardeo, 400008; February 28

CALCUTTA

DIED

Cawas Homi Engineer,
November 11, 1998

MADRAS

DIED

Newnrara (Aben) Hirjee (56),
wifie of Niranjan and mother
ol Ritika and Namita;
February 23

POONA

BERN

A girl, Farishé, o Aroza
and Lemsheed Blesanie:
January 16, 1999

SADARVILA, GUJARAT
ED

Pesi Farcmgi Kareadier,
October 16, 1998

SECUNDERABAD

MARRIED

Armaity B, Vasaigare and
Nevil 03 Bhathelr,

January 14."1999

Zinobia K. Bheadfa and Burjis

0y, Chirov; January 30

DIED

Manijeh Dadibal Batlivala
(49% September 6, 1998
Roshan Samshed Chenoy (TT);
September 22

Mithoe Kersasp Chenoy (52);
Sepiember 24

Melerji J. Korwal (83);
October |

Belvam B, Vekil (73
Movember 18

Adal Daran Enni (74);
Movember 22

Phiveze M. Nanavaiy (76);
December 5

Ardeshar N Trani (76);
December 25

Dady C. Patel (76);

January 4, 1999

Delene Minocher Molraweala
(70); January 21

Dinshaw Pestonji Talari (83);
January 27

SURAT

DIED

Tefumnd Kavasfi Amalsadivela
(700, Sherdiwala Block,
Shahpore, 395003; February 3
Menekmet Dinsiawe
Tadiwada (70), Aalahibaug,
Rustompura, 395002;
February 9

Acli Sovakshaw Camir (58),
Vaghapara, Post Umalala,
Dist Bharuch, 392001;

February 17

Homai Khurshedfi Surani (73),
Bage Parsha St, Macchlipith,
395003; February 25

CANADA
British Columbia
DIED

Iraj Falfazadeh (55), father
of Korosh, Hormuz and
Zubin in Vancouver;
Movember 27, 1998

Roda Jamshed Pavri (76),
maother of Yezdi in Van-
couver; January 19, 1999

Ontario

MED

Bahram Goshtasbpour, husband
of Homayoun and father of
Farangis and Shahram in
Toronto; February 19

SINGAPORE

DIED

Roshen Daruwala (59), wife
of Jimmy and mother of
Meville, Carl and Zubin;
January 7

USA

Alabama

BORN

A boy, Justin Wyati, o

Shelli and Neville Aga in
Birmingham; October 9, 1998

Compiled by Roxana A, Driver



IN MEMORIAM

Distinctive diagnoses

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Died: Dr Burjor Ardeshir Bharucha, 43,
eminent pediatrician and in-charge,
Genetic Clinic a1 Bombay's K. . M,
Hospital, on October 11, 1998 follow-
ing massive myocardial infarction while
he was on duty at the Hospital.

“He was the backbone of the Genetic
Clinic and the Pediatric Rescarch Labo-
ratory of the Hospital. The Clinie is one
of the prominent centers in
Asiadealing with genetic and
inherited metabolic disorders
and degenerative discases.
His opinion on such matters
was sought by many pedia-
tricians and specialists all
over the country.” noted an .
obituary write-up on Bharu-
chain fndian Pediatrics, De-
cember 1998,

“He was constantly trying

add on new tests and Lo liaise

with better equipped hospitals owside
India which could result in better diag-
nosis,” recalls Dr Jaishree Kamat. head
of the department of pediatrics at the K.
E. M. She referred o him as "a very
good chnician whose sound medical
knowledge helped him arrive al correct
diagnosis, and an excellent teacher who
enjoved a lovely rapport with, his stu-
dents.”

Atthe condolence meeting convencd
by the dean of the Hospital “everyone
spoke highly and emotionally of him.”
added Kamat. “He was always ready 1o
help his students with their problems,
academic or personal. His students re-
spected him for his commitment, dedi-
cation and knowledge, and his peers and
gurus valued his opinion. Everyvone will
miss the warmth and alfection with
which he greeted them,” concluded the
article in fndian Pediairics,

As professor'ol pediatrics at the G. 5.
Medical College he was “loved by all
his students,” attested Dr Anaita
Udwadia-Hegde. “The students looked
upon him as a friend they could conlide
in.” she added. Although she had known
him as a family friend for over adecade,
she ot 1o learn of his “extremely
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Bharueha: “no
o expand the Clinic and o shevtcurs for him”

hardwaorking and conscientious nature™
when he was her research zuide for her
doctoral thesis. Relerring to her mentor’s
exacting ways, she conlessed, “His per-
severance never let him stop until every
word was perfect, every phrase was per-
feet. There were no shorteuts for him.”

A keen rescarcher, his papers have
been presented in over 75 national and
international journals. He also
authored chapters in 1ext
books and was a referee for
Tuelieon Pediarries. Bharucha
was invited 1o address innu-
meriable conferences, sympo-
sia and workshops, He had
served as the electoral officer

Pediatrics and was the co-
convener ol its genctic chap-
ter from 1988 1o 1991, his
accomplishments were listed
in fndian Pediatrics,
Bharucha is also credited with being
a founder member of the Breastleeding
Promation Network of India and a na-
tionmal assessor and trainer for Baby-
Friendly Hospital Initiative. He was a
member of the steering committee of the
Mational Centre of Wilson’s Discase,
Observation and Management. Several
voluntary organizations like the Spas-
tics Society of India and the Common-
wealth Association for Mental Handi-
cap and Developmental Disabilities he
assisted in an advisory capacity.
Endowed with a generous disposi-
tion. he “would go out of the way to help
the poor,” related Udwadia-Hegde. Since
the bachelor had no immediate family,
he had befriended everyone and would
love o entertain, being a good cook —
“not ordinary cooking but exolic cook-
ing.” remembers Kamat. She also re-
ferred 10 him as being “very versatile,
very well-read and very good at playing
western classical music on the piano.”
He was very good in languages too,
states Aloo Daruwalla who had known
Bharucha since his birth, his hall-sister
Avi Cassinath being her best [riend since
school days, Burjor's father having de-
sertied the Family when he was yet a

ol the Indian Academy of

child, it was his mother Bachi and Avi
who succeeded in raising revenue for
his education, reminisces Daruwalla,
They stitched children’s garments, re-
tailed in the name of Badu's (as Burjor
was known o his immediate family)
Baba Suits, she adds,

Since his school days at Palm Beach
and subsequent cducation at Jai Hind
College he had been winning scholar-
ships. As mentioned in Indian Pediar-
rics, “He had an illustrious undergradu-
ate and postgraduate medical career se-
curing distinctions in various subjects
and winning several prizes, awards and
gold medals. After securing his MD in
pediatrics, he opted for a full-time ca-
reer at the Seth G. 8. Medical College
and K. E. M. Hospital.”

Try as they did to urge him to pursue
a career in law, Bharucha declined to
aver to the Daruwallas’ wishes on the
rationale that Ko aaklo vakir jootloo
bodé (why tell lies all the time)?” Even
after he earned a reputation for himsell
in his medical profession, dedicated as
he was 1o his students and the children at
the Hospital, he was never keen Lo set up
his independent ¢linic and mint money
although he was consulted on the phone
all the time, mentions Daruwalla.

While pediatrics was his forte, he had
very good knowledge of all branches of
medicine, credits Daruwalla. When
Cassinath, 21 years his senior, sulfered
from cancer for four years, while he
personally tended to her needs, he is
known Lo have taken the trouble to read
all the books on the subject so that she
was given the best line of treatment until
her demise.

Despite his busy schedule, Bharucha
always made time for the alter-death
prayers for his sister and mother and,
being inclined to preserve the commu-
nity's traditions and rituals, Udwadia-
Hegde remembers him trying o ascer-
tain whether she was sure she wanted 1o
marry a non-Parsi. Once he was con-
vinced of her decision, he respected it at
all times,

The philanthropy, the heritage. the
culture of the Parsis gave him greal
pride and he frequently shared his views
on this subject with his students. To him
these assets of the Parsi community were
as important as virtues like honesty and
the courage to fight for the cause of the
underprivileged for which the doctor
was renowned.
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