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READERS’ FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

Whither, Parsiana?

[ have been reading Parsiana for ages.
and | must congratulate you on your
copy and color but do 1 have to read
events of August in November? Please
rectify this.

[ read your copies with interest, but 1
am upset when your readers bicker aboul
Zoroastrianism, and how cach one s
correct about his interpretation ol our
Lord Zoroaster. 1 do not specialize in
religion but permit me to make a few
observations. Ahura Mazda made us
equals and we shall remain so till we die.
Events after death are debatable and |
hope writers will debate this event in
}"{NII' l..‘{}ll.ll'l'll‘l!i SO0N.

I do not believe for asecond that God
will punish a Parsi for marrying a non-
Parsi and vice versa. This is a matter of
individual belief and one just does not
sit in judgment over this,

We are marching into the new millen-
nium and yel some of our ideas are an-
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cient, corresponding 1o the 10th century.

We are a community of less than one
lakh people. There is o much to learn
and appreciate in Zoroastrianism yet we
tear each other 1o shreds. Can't we be
kind, considerate and giving as were our
forefathers? Where is the Parsi hope or
for that matter faith and charity?

[read with tremendous interest about
the Parsi/Zoroastrian happenings in UK,
USA, Canada, Australia and Japan. Do
we have (o go abroad to express our
“Zoroastrianness? Iiscems so. Lalsoread
ol Parsi achievements, personalitics,
books, poems. There are some whose
pictures appearregularly. Lam sure there
arc many behind-the-scene Zoroastri-
ans who need o feature. Your ilem on
Zarin Mistry was lovely, yet very sad,
Your wedding and birth columns are a
treat. Ad the birth of new Zoroastrians |
rejoice. About weddings 1 am cautious
as our divorce rates are high, I love 1o
read some of those surnames. [ thought
I had a scary surname, bul some are real
tongue twisters. So keep up the good
waork (on lime) as many of my lriends
borrow my copy.

[have 10 beliels (asa Parsi): Ibeheve
inmysell (absolutely): Lam honest (99,9
percent): T live a healthy life (iry wo); |
am not o martyr and will never turn the
other cheek: 1 fight Tor the underprivi-
leged (all the time); [ love animals espe-
cially dogs, and an animal beater in my
books can also be a human being abuser;
I respect my parents (100 percent); |
love to cat (piaea, steak, salad and brown-
ies in that order); 1 do save lor a rainy
day (not much); T am satistied (with
misl lllil\gﬁ ] Iy RUZIEH K, MOWDAWALA

Guarding the faith

Thank you very much lor sending me
the Parsi calendar. My wile and 1 really
appreciate your gesture in sending il
airmail.

We got together with a number of
Parsi families i the Sacramento area
herein N. California on Xmas day. How-
ever, we were o bit dismayed 1o see so
many good, handsome, highly educated
Parsi boys with non-Parsi spouses. [ am
not at all sure now whether Parsi Zoro-
astrians will continue as a cultural group
in its pure form beyond the next two
generations. On the other hand the Irani
Zoroastrians, although by and large not
as well accomplished as Parsis, may yel

continue our traditions and way of life
and ultimately the religion as we know it.

On New Year's day, which dawned
with brilliant sunshine, my wife and |
proceeded to our nearest Darb-e-Meher
in San Jose, which is on the serenc
Hamilton Mountain road. The view from
its location of the city of San Jose about
1,200 feet below is breathtaking, espe-
cially attwilight! There is an Irani Zoro-
astrian family who lives on the premises
and takes care of the Darb-e-Meher. All
Zoroastrians must forever be thankful 1o
Arbab Rustam Guiv and his wife for
their generosity and farsightedness in
making available funds to purchase such
prime property for our Darb-e-Mcher.
wish there were more true guardians of
the faithamongstus, especially amongsi
our youth!

The University of California-Davis
has asked me to put up a small wall
display of our religion as a part of their
drive 1o highlight the diversity of cul-
tures, beliels and faith on the University
campus. 1 have obtained most of the
material, downloaded from the Internet.
I hope 1o get soon a color photo of
Zarathushtra from the Union Press. Our
religion is so litle known oulside the
departments of theology. I found only
one, just one, book on Zorcastrianism
{by Mary Boyce) in the book stores in
Davis, while there were scores of books
on every other religion or cults.

Recently 2,500 Sikhs marched
through Yuba City in N. California in
procession with their holy book. the
Gurn Granth Sahib. Their photo and a
huge write-up about their religion ap-
peared in the newspapers. This high-
lights our most major problem -- falling
numbers! Dr ARDESHIR B. DAMANIA

California, UISA

Healing relationship

Anger is an appropriate reaction o the
suffering of good people. It can all seem
unfair and unjust. In terms of faith, il
poses unanswerable questions about the
relationship of Ahura Mazda (a God of
love) to the suffering of the world. Has
Ahura Mazda forgotten to be merciful?
Has He in anger withheld his compas-
sion? These are cries from the heart
indeed. "I eried out to Ahura Mazda for
help. I eried out to Ahura Mazda to hear
me.” And, so the heartrending cry ulti-
mately comes: “Has his unfailing love
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vanished for ever?”

There seems no intellectual argument
that will answer such distress. Those
whoare “too troubled to speak” will also
be too troubled to hear. The only com-
fort must lie in the conviction that the
“unfailing love” will never cease but
will be feltin the assurance of the divine
presence in every situation and above all
in the depths of agony. This is a matter
of faith, not proof; of experience, not
theory. Within the standpoint of Zara-
thushirian faith, it is the only hope.

Those who seek to care for others
pastorally must have the ability not only
to sympathize with them, but also to
empathize withthem, to understand their
situation and share their pain, This is
especially so in times of loss and be-
reavement. To go on to identify with
them may, however, be going a step loo
far. Every grief is unique, and no one
else can fully enter into that suffering.
The danger of over-identification or
being, as it were, taken over by others’
problems is a matter for constant atten-
tion in the supervision of counselors and
care professionals. That danger acknowl-
edged, there is however the need o do
everything possible to “sit where they
sit.” To identify as closely as possible
with others’ pain islo demonstrate atrue
empathy. If sensitivity is ever needed, it
surely is in times of bereavement. One
cannot assure people they will “get over
it.” They never will. One cannot even
assume that parents will “come 1o lerms
with it;" most never do. One can only
speak and act in such a way that, in
the darkest hour and the long. dark days
that follow it, one feels for them and
with sensitive empathy try to say or do
something that will comfort, encourage
and sustain them; in other words, 10
offer a healing relationship.

FURHOK K. TANGREE
La Rocle-sur-Foron

Fronce

Building trust
It is reliably learnt that Mr Raan K.
Lalkaka will be retiring shortly from the
N. M. Petit Charity Fund. In Mr Lalkaka,
the trust will be losing an able and dedi-
cated chief executive.

With his gentle disposition, he was
ever ready to help tenants of various
buildings managed by the trust. To solve
their problems, big or small, he would
either call them 1o the wrust's office, or
address them during his weckly visilso
these buildings. Mr Lalkaka had en-
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deared himself to the tenants,

Mr Lalkaka's most outstanding con-
tribution during his tenure as the chief
executive of the Fupd was persuading
both the Fund and the enants to share
costs, in certain proportions, for under-
taking repairing, plastering and painting
of all Petit buildings situated atdifferent
localities. Under his personal care and
supervision, this work was successfully
implemented.  BHIKHANM ADENWALLA

Ever helpful

To thousands he was a man indeed in
their hour of need. Mr Yazdi M. Daruvala
passed away in Dubai on August 25,
1998 at the age ol ZE
57. His personal ;
help o those in
need and his char-
ity far exceeded
those more mon-
eved than him. Ev-
ery once in a while.
he and his wife
would drive down
to Udvada and
other similar vil-
lages 1o distribute rice, wheat, dal. oil,
elc to about 70 destituie Parsi families
and elderhy priesis-who lived below the
poverty line. I have notl mel any person
in our community in the last 60 years
whao has helped so many so freely.

D K. BANAII

Darwvala: gave
Sfreely

Parsi pen pals

I'm a great lover of the Parsi people so
please assist me o make pen pals with
Parsi youths. [ can be contacted at Mun-
damala, Patharkandi 788724, Karim-
ganj, Assam. GOPABANDHU LEMPA

Karimganj, Assam

Lack of unity
Even though the Parsi community boasts
cent percent literacy, our progress is
limited. One of the reasons is lack of
unity. Every individual, even though
lacking in integrity and caliber, consid-
ers himselfacompetent leader. We have
in fact more leaders and preachers than
listencrs and lollowers. At times advice
from an insignilicant person can prove
useful. We can no longer bask in the past
glory. We should move with the times.
We should shed our lethargy and be
prepared for active, solid hard work to
face the challenge from the other com-
munities.

There should be a constitution for the
community with some kind of sanctions

in order to maintain order and discipline
in our own administration. We have no
recognized dedicated leaders.

Seminars should be organized by
Parsi anjumans to discuss the increase in
divorces and to suggest remedial mea-
sures (o arrest them. A commitlee of
legal luminaries should suggest suitable
amendments and reorganize the Parsi
Matrimonial Court to suit the present
situation. Every effort should be made
1o persuade the couple o pursue com-
promise. Children of divorcees are so
badly affected that they are either reluc-
tant to marry or think of marrying out of
the community.

We have 1,500 trusts with a corpus of
more than 30 crore rupees. Why should
poverty persist? The method of func-
tioning of these trusts should be revised.
Most of the trustees are professionals
and cannot spare adequate time for the
welfare of the community. Parsi colo-
nies abound with cars in the compound
and every family owns acar as well asa
scooter whereas the poor and middle
class have to run from pillar 1o post,
sanatorium to sanatorium every few
months. All couples require indepen-
dent accommodation, however small, to
maintain peace and harmony, eliminat-
ing squabbles and interference in their
own dominion.

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet scheme
for the third child is ridiculous and a
mere wasiage of funds when no efforts
are made to pave the way to accommo-
date the first child. Many poor, aged and
young couples are homeless. How can
the meager population grow if there is
no economic accommodation forthem?
They cannot pay fantastic prices on leave
and licence basis, hire-purchase or out-
right sale. The poor families do not have
that kind of money or funds. To improve
the community s future, we should con-
centrate on economic housing instead of
building and selling posh and expensive
flats to the well-off at exorbitant prices.
The system of allotment on points
(marks) basis is confusing, complicated
and unconvincing to applicants who are
never taken into confidence leading to
prejudicial, unjust allotment.

Unfortunately we hardly bother about
the suburban Parsis. We should estab-
lish a centrally located hospital and
schools in the suburban section man-
aged by Parsi trusts to save them time
and money. BAHADURM.BHARUCHA

Edited by Parinaz M. Gandhi
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Events and
Personalities

A windfall for priests

A munificent sum of seven crore rupees,
the single largest donation to the Bombay
Yarsi Punchayet (BPP), was received
from the estate of the lale
Maneckjee K. Senof Poona
onOctober 31, 1998, There
is also a possibility of re-
ceiving further sums afler
the tax and other liabilities
are settled, notes a commus-
nique from the BPP.

As per the wishes of the
deceased and the three ¢x-
ecutors — Burjor Antia, Col
Soli  Pudumjee and
Aderbad Hozdar — the
BPP will allet 30 [ats at
Godrej Baug and five fMats
elsewhere in Bombay 1o the executors

for use by poor mobeds, prelerably ol

the Bhagaria clan. The lortunate resi-
dents will also be assured of subsidized
rents 1o the extent of 75 percent of the
regular rates and will be exempied from
the burden of mamtamimg these Mals,
notes a press release issued by the chiel
executive Behram Dastur.

Anadditional 65 flats are 1o be allot-
ted by the BPP 1o those currently on their
waiting list as per their mernt norms at
new buildings to be constructed or ac-
quired by the BPP, adds the release.

While 70 percent of Seu’s estate de-
volved on the BPP. [rom the balance. 15
percent will goto the B. D. Petit Parsee
General Hospital and another 15 per-
cent is earmarked for mobed ameliora-
tion, Antia gives the detals. Altogether
Rs 12 crores were generated from the
sale of Seil’s bungalow at Poona alter
paying the capital gain tax of two crores.
mentions Antia, Once the other liabili-
ties and taxes are paid ofl, there is %
possibility of these causes receiving more
funls

e 1

Asitis, it wok nearly four years alter
Sett’s demise at the age of B0 o clear all
the formalities and proceed with the
dishursements, states Antia who recalls

{Abave, from left) Rustom
Tircndaz, Dinsheaw Melia,
Huozdear, Pudimjee, Guzder,
Antra, Silloo Kavarana,
Minoo Shraff and Tanbaly
Photo: C. C. Gandevia

Crnezeler feliciratine Bharchea

getting involved with Sett”s affairs when
the man had already made four codicils
to his will. Antia says he convinced Seit
o use his moneys Tor the cause of the
Bhagaria pricsts which appealed to the
benefactor and thereafter the fifth codi-
cil was made with Antia, a partner in the
solicior’s firm of Mulla and Mulla and
Craigic, Blunt and Caroe. being intro-
duced as execulinr

Maneckjee hailed from the same fam-
ily as Jalbhai Kavasji Seth, and the be-
nevolent broker Rustam Maneck who
has been credited with establishing busi-
ness relations with the Portuguese and
British in the 19h and 20th century,
Maneckjee was a businessman who was
mainly involved in administering the
family s assets and properties. The bach-

¢lor belonged to the same family which
manages the Mancckjee Sett Dar-e-
Meherat Fort, named after his predeces-
501,

A week after this windfall,
on November 5, 1998 the
BPP's education advisory
commitlee chaired by
Dinshaw Tamboly felici-
tated Khorshed Bharucha,
principal oftheJ. B. Vachha
High School, for receiving
the Best Teacher Award at
the hands of the President of
India, K. R. Narayanan on
September 5, 1998, The rec-
ognition earned
by her (see “The
worthy teacher.”
Events and Per-
sonalities, Par-
stana, November
1998) is illus-
trative of the
contribution our
community has
made towards the
building of modern India, said Tamboly,
acknowledging the efforts of dynamic
*arsi lady principals of outsianding
schools of Bombay. Felicitating Bharu-
cha, BPP chairman Jamshed Guader
commented, *A school is known by ils
principal ...may this be the beginning of
greater heights...”

Assets are appreciating

When all their ligures fluctuate between
thousands and crores, a three-digit pal-
try amount of Rs 360 surcly catches the
eve, This sum was shown aganst the
head of rent and income from land in the
case of the Nariman Home, one of the
many institutions run by The Surat Parsi
Panchayat (SPP) Board whose total as-
sels (not counting the liquid assets)
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were valued at Rs 143.752.711.42 as on
March 31, 1998, The SPP isell carns Rs
5,59.318.15 as rent and income [rom
land, according 1o the statement of ac-
counts sent by chairman Dr Sam Bhacea,

Last vear, Bhacca and his cight co-
trustees were incharge of assets amount-
ing 1o Rs 117, 789.565.40, with invest-
ments accounting for Rs 56,264,459, 38
and immovable property lor Rs
24.025.468.65. This vearthe invesiments
increased o Rs 110.417.447.38 and
immovable property, R 25,2 14,431.65.
These figures would cover the SPP as
also the Parsi Surat Charity Fund, Surat
Boys Orphanage. Nariman Girls Or-
phanage, Parsi General Hospital, Parsi
Maternity Hospital, Nariman Home,
Patel School, Polytechnic Institule,
Alapaiwala Institute, Dastur Meherji
Rana Trust, Dastur Darab Phalana Trust,
Sorabji Burjorji Dastor Darab Pahalana
Trust. The immovable properties lor
SPP singly stand at Rs 14,049 839,12
which 1s the highest, and for Parsi Gen-
eral Hospital at Rs 24351871 winch s
the lowest. Investments again were high-
est in the case of SPP standing at Rs
42,140,065 but lowest Tor the Alapawala
Instituie at Rs 410,229,

When comparing the corpus of their
different institutions it appears that the
SPP ranks the highest with Rs
48,421,398 48 and the Parsi Maternity
Hospital the lowest with Rs T88,228.62.

In the case of both Depreciation Fund
and Reserve, Development. Simking
Funds. the Surat Parsi Boys Orphanage
contimued 1o show the maximum sunong
all their atfiliates, and the Patel School
the lowest, The Depreciation Fund of
the Orphanage now stands at Rs
794,979 48 and the Reserve Develop-
ment, Sinking Fundsat R< 1,636 916.63.
The comparative figures lor the Paiel
School are Rs 217,986,322 and Rs
85.241.31.

Active in Allahabad

From their total of 25, 16 members at-
tended the last general body meeting of
The Allahabad Parsce Zoroasirian
Anjuman on October 10, 1998 indicat-
ing that 64 pereent are actively imvolved
in the Anjuman alfairs. This count does
not include the three Zoroastrians who
ar¢ underthe age of 18 years. During the
yvear they lost one member Savak
Manavau who had served as the lirst
vice president of the Anjuman whensit
was revived in 1964,

Since last April they bave inducied
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T8-vear-old Nariman Marshal as their
new paramaobed 1o look alter their Jalejer
Shapoorji Ghandhi Daremeher, notes a
report sent by Capt Homi Dandiwalla
whaois serving his fifth consecutive lerm
as president. His wilie Shireen was re-
elected trustee for another werm of three
vears. Every month the Fravardin roz
Jashan as also the Bahram rez jashan is
organized athe aramgah and Daremeher
respectively.

The Anjuman’s assets now stand at
Rs 412,000, mentions the president.
Against their maximum fixed income of
Rs 48,995 projected for the ensuing year,
they expect to spend Rs 44,975, leaving
a surplus of Rs 4,020 which “is not a
healthy sign,” indicated Dandiwalla
when commenting on the budget, the
lirst ever presented o the members.

To augment Tunds there was a sug-
gestion o iniroduce a cash box where
members could contribute amounts of
their choice. Aliernmtely they were con-

Below: Awardees (elockwise ) Pelia,
Menaishew, Engineer amd Meango
Aesrgsicle: Dadalhen aned
Talexarkhan remembered

Botton: Gowda releasing sowvenir
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templating starting aregister with mem-
bers being asked to pay a stipulated sum
every month as is being done by other
anjumans,

Vision and revision

“Ttis important that the agricultural foun-
dation of the Indian economy is strength-
ened... The issue is how 1o reduce the
gap between urban riches and rural pov-
erty,” declared former prime minister of
India Deve Gowda. As chiefl guest atthe
celebration of Dadabhai Naoroji's 173rd
birth anniversary at the Indian Mer-
chants” Chamber (IMC) on December
7. 1998, Gowda examined a variant of
Maoroji's famous wealth drain theory
which had ascribed Indian poverty o
Britain's systematic skimming of her
wealth.

Hosted by the All India Dadabha
MNaoroji Centenary Committee, the sub-
ject for the day, “Vision for the 21st
Century” was also addressed by the
evening’s president Dr Homi Sethna,
former chairman of the Atomic Energy
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2 i e = i
1730 BIRTH aﬂlﬁkﬁﬂ; OROJI
HH-BDE EGD‘I\‘DA e L

Fop 21:1 CENTURY
1998




Commission and IMC chairman Y, P.
Trivedi withsocial worker Homai Mo,
the Committee’s general secretary. as
the mistress of ceremony.

Thirteen persons received the Dada-
bhai Naoroji Awards for excellence and
lifetime achievement instituted by Homi
Taleyarkhan who had chaired the Com-
mittee until his demise last June. An
award, posthumously dedicaed 10 the
late politician-diplomat-social worker
of whom Gowda noted, “India lost a
kindhearted soul who worked for In-
dia.” was received by his wife Thriy.
Four other Parsis were also conferred
Awards: gynecologist Dr Nergish
Motashaw, publisher Jeroo Mangao, so-
cial activist Sheru Palia and solicitor
Dadi Engineer. A souvenir titled Decdler-
blai Naoraji: Brirain's Firse Asian M.
F.contining several articles on Naoroji
and Talevarkhan was released by Gowda,

The Commillee’s secretary general
DS S. Mohapatra set the ball rolling by
recalling how Naoroji had inlluenced
Mahaima Gandhi as also Mohammed
Ali Jinnah who had been his secretary.
Referring to the famous phrase “Swaraj
is my birthright” which has ofitimes
been ascribed 1o Lokmanya Tilak,
Mohapatra asserted, “lt was Dadabhai
who sand (i),

Modi read out a message Irom envi-
ronmentalist Sohrab Godrej which re-
ferred 1o Naoropi’s Vextraordinary gen-
erosity ol spirit,” his [aith in British
vallues and his coneerted work towards
the education and upliltment of women,
Like speakers before and after him, BPP
chairman Jamshed Guazder harkened 1o
Naoroji's patriotism which had led him
o assert his Indianness above and be-
vond his communal and religious iden-
Ly,

In his speech Sethna strove o place
India’s 1998 nuclear tests and the result-
ing western sanctions into historical per-
spective. “During the period 1970 10
1975 the International Atomic Encrgy
Agency (IAEA) organized five mecl-
ings extolling the virtues ol peacelul
nuclear explosions (PNEs)... The USA
pursued a program named “plowshare’
lor developing peaceful uses of nuclear
explosions... While all this was being
talked about, we conducted a peacelul
nuclear experiment at Pokhran in 1974,
The ellect was remarkable: the TAEA
did not conduct any meeting on PNEs
alter 1975 the USA closed down s
plowshare program. Though India did
not vielate any treaty. scientilic coop-
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eration with India was stopped.” Sethna
mamtained that the US" current “hit
list” includes Indian construction, trans-
port services and estale management
groups and institutes of mathematics
and mathematical physics. 1 wonder
whether analysis in the USA have ap-
plicd their minds before coming up
with this list.” said Sethna even as he
argued that “all sanctions are good™ as
they spur scienmtific establishments 10
hasten technology development. Not-
ing that the augmenting of electricity
generation 15 India’s main reguirement
today, Scthna poimed out thar “large
scale development of nuclear power
is... inevitable,” and advised the gov-
ernment and industry 1o elfect the
changes that would enable them 1o
“make participation of the private scc-
tor possible in setting up of nuclear
power plants™ i the century ahead.

Trivedi deplored the usual Bom-
bavite way of referring 10 Dadabhai
Naoroji Road as D N, Road: “(That"s)
notthe way loappreciale aman’s work!™”
Turning o Gueder. Trivedi noted, “This
small community of 100,000 people —
how many gems they have given us... [T
you had been 30 crores vou would have
been ruling the world!™ According 1o
Trivedi. “The criteria of the 215t cen-
tury will be the cconomy, not military
might.” which will signilicantly de-
pend on o national consensus on basic
ISSUCS,

Moting that though “the common
people want o live as brothers and
sisters,” one-third of the Indian people
are below the poverty line and that half
the population is illiterae, Gowdaurged,
“We must think where things wem
wrong and set them right... India is
among the 10 most cormapt countrics in
the world.™ He exhorted “this audience
of intellectuals™ o stand united.

Whercas the audicnce had gathered
at 4 pom. as per the time declared in the
invitation tothe function, Gowda's Tight
had been delayed. landing just abow
then o the dis- I
may ol the orga-
nizers. This re-
sulted in o long,

A the AIMZ
AGM, Klutrshicd
Nereng,
Amarsey el
Meler Rafaar
Photo! Amavaz 5.
Mama

tedious wait until Gowda arrived more
than an hour later, inciting Mohapatra o
declare ruefully, “The chief guest has
come late and wanis to go early!”
Arnavaz 5. Mama

AIMYZ meet

The navjote registration form created by
the Association of Inter-Married Zoro-
astrians includes the names and signa-
tures of both parents, the name of the
child, hisfher place and date of birth,
date of the ceremony and the name and
signature of a witness to the ceremony.
The form has been created at the in-
stance of Soonu Godrej who had under-
scored the need for a census of navjotes,
particularly of the children of intermar-
ried couples at the 1997 annual general
meeting.

Al the AGM held on October 29,
1998 at the residence of the Asso-
ciation’s president Meher Amersey the
topic of prime intercst was the agiary
attendance of the outmarried ladies and
their navjoted children.

What they are working towards is a
formal acceptance by the concerned
authorities of the presence of these la-
dies and their navjoted children in their
midsi. To this end they are sceking that
the notice boards at the entrance to the
fire-temples be amended to read, “En-
iry restricted o Zoroastrians only™ by
dropping the current double-barrelled
“Parsi-Zoroastrian”™ definition,

A source of joy was the news of the
honor accorded 1o Prof Kaikhosrov Irani
by the establishment of a chair in his
name at New York's City College where
he has taught philosophy 1o generations
of students,

On the other hand some members
were agitated by the stench from the
dokhma which they experienced in the
course of their walks past doongerwadi
on Gibbs Road and a general discussion
followed on the sirengths and weak-
nesses of the dokhma form of disposal
of the dead.

AS M




Ahead of competition
Distinction in academics, sports and
social wellare were recognized by The
Bombay Parsee Association (BPA)
which felicitated six individuals at is
annual meet st the Cama Baug on Ocio-
ber 31, 199K, The elders as also the
Juniors in the dilferent disciplines were
recognized: Dr Nawaze Maody, Khorshed
Bharucha and Percy Marfatia for their
academic brilliance, Polly Umrigar and
Shon Poomiwala for carning accolades
in sport and social worker Nariman
Mehta were cach presented a plague.
Also lehicitated on the occasion were
the winners of the different BPA com-
petitions, with the first prize winners in
the senior contests being gilted @ year's
subscription 1o Parsiana, according 1o
a communique from the Association.
As commented the guest of honor
Ruby Lilaowala, with the size of the
Yarsi community dwindling, there s
greater need for hard work and excel-
lence to stay ahead ol the severe compe-
tition. In appreciation of the veoman
services rendered by the BPA over the

The Bewibay
Prrsee Association
efftce bearers witl
mvirees (fronr row,
fremn left) Uneriger,
Bharncha, Lilie-
warla, Lasinr,
Pooniwala, Peer,
Dinshaw cnel
My, | Rear row,
Srernn lefe) Shreff,
Muarfarice, Melua,

Patel, Arncivaz aned
Selt Mistiy

activities and com-
petitions are honor-
ary generil secretary
Telhmina Peer, joim
honorary secretary
Aloo Shroll, honorary treasurer Adele
Patel and committiee members Arnaviae
and Sale Mistry. The [unctiion started
with a jashan and ended with a contribu-
tory dimner. The singing of Chitaive
Heoné Zeoventhosdind and the natonal an-
them reinforeed the community and na-
tonal spirit,

Portrait of a panther

All ehildren dehght in secing animals
— alive and on the move — especially
[rom a sale distance. They can relate to
the amimal’s antics, his curiosity, his
innocence, his trust. And when man-
Kind misuses its so-called superiority 1w
destroy the anmimal, children are tom
between their lovalty w their human
comrades and animal mates.

These are the issues which come 1o
the fore in Mickey Patel™s The Story of
a Panther, published almost four vears
alter the ariist’s demise in 1994, As
notes the introduction to the author on
the ront inside jacket, this was Patel's
“last book Tor children and shows him
al the herght of his creative powers. The

many books that his 1alent embellished
are cherished by young and old
alike...Acclaimed both nationally and
internationally, he won many awards,
including the prestigious Noma Con-
cours awarded by UNESCO for
children’s picture book illustrations.”

The colorful birds in flight. the sniff-
ing by the panther, the petrificd man
eyeing the panther with barely one eye
open, the agitmtion of the mob, the pomp-
ous VIP who takes the law into his own
hands and shoots the innocent panther,
the glorifying of a cowardly act are all
elfectively portrayed in Patel’s distine-
tive style which may be recognized by
Parsicna readers who have seen Patel’s
many illustrations dealing with commu-
nity topics on the covers and inside
pages of the magazine,

This children’s fiction, based on an
episode related by Pulak Biswas, was
brought out in 1998 by Eavi Dayal Pub-
lisher. 51 E Sujan Singh Park, New
Dielha 1 I3 and distributed by Orient
Longman Limited. The qualiny paper
and the fine printing justify the Rs 160
price tag of this hardbound book.

For safety in Bombay
“Crime has increased, which is a fact
despite the lacts and figures on the
sereen,” noted doughty advocate Freny
Ponda whosaid she “took the easier way
out” of her dilemma of an honest lawyer
faced with the “rottenness (which has)
seeped into the lower judiciary, police
and the defense... by leaving criminal
law practice.”

Ponda was one of four speakers in-
vited by the Consumer and Civic Alfairs
Committee (CCAC) of the Women
Graduates Union (WGU) 10 contribute
to a symposium: “Make life safe in
Mumbai — bring back law and order.”
Sharing the dais with Pondawere Khusro
Rustamiji, retired director general of the

years, chiel guest Cowasjee
Dinshaw (grandson of BPA’s
founder patron Sir Hormusjee
C. Dinshaw who is annually
commemorated on his birth an-
niversary when the Association
members garland his statue) pre-
sented the organization with
donation of Rs 5.001. He fur-
ther commended the commit-
ment of BPA president Vispi
Dastur and presented him o
shawl,

The others involved in steer-
ing the Association’s various

THE STORY OF A

MIUKEY PATEL

PANTHER

Border Security Foree, D.
Sivanandan, Bombav's joint
commissioner of police (crime)
and retired Commodore Om-
prakash who is the convener of
the Alert Citizens Initiative. Each
speaker was introduced by
CCAC honorary secretary Dolat
Kotwal,

The program at the 83-year-
old WGU Hostel for Working
Women's Amy Rustomjee Hall
on December 5, 1998 was
Nagged off by the Union presi-
dent Swarn Kohli recalling
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SYMPOSIUM
MAKE MUMBAI SAFE - BRING BACK

Bombay’s history as “lorerunner in so-
cial causes and public issues... This city
has always been o safe city for women
but simee the last Few years the situation
(has become) scary.”

Former Inspector General ol Police
(IGP) in Madhya Pradesh who has been
decorated with the Padma Bhushan and
the Padma Vibhushan, Rustamji laid the
onus of the high crime rate on the
cconomy of India — with its deficit
financing and “unprecedemed prices...
It is amazing how onions have allected
our life in India” — with the behavior of
perfectly honest men brought down by
the price rise. unable W pay for the
upkeep and education of their children.
Citing the example of the Y3 ministers
of the Unar Pradesh government whao
consume two lakh rupees worti of tea
and snacks a month, Rustamji noted,
“The government did not appreciate the
impact of the price rise until the Legis-
lative Assembly elections.” Referring
1o the “sleaze that is a part of national
politics today,” Rustamji said., “Crimi-
nals now think that all they need is a
good lawyer 1o get them bail.”

Responding 10 a question the former
IGP noted that at the height of the ami-
British movement in 1942, the British
had refused individual protection, main-
taining that everyone should protec
himself. In contrast, police manpower
today is diverted for individual secu-
rity, resulting in failing discipline.

But the auitude of the zeneral public
also came in for censure. Rustamji cited
the example of the four women in the
running local who turned a blind eye as
Jayabala Asher fought with a drug ad-
dict purse snaicher who threw her out of
the moving train because she resisted.
Asher losther lower limbs wo an oncom-
ing train but “those women did not
come forward even to give evidence,”
Rustamji pointed out. He wrged the
audience 1o “build up the feeling tha
the suffering of one is equal 10 the
suffering of all.” .

Sivanandan began his address by
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Ferela,
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Kemval:
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Bowmbay scene
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explaining

“the differ-

ence” between

_ Rustamji and himself: “He joined in
1938 and | joined in 1976!" According
o the joinl commissioner, crime regis-
tration in the city was coming down
with 3,000 less cases registered this
year than last. A series of statistics
presented visually bolstered Siva-
nandan’s case. Nonetheless he admit-
ted that there was increased “apprehen-
sion and imsecurity,” which he attrib-
uted o “the Press playing itup... Every-
one ringimg you up and asking formoney
is not a gangster. He may be a neighbor
wanting 1o give yvou the fright of your
lite!™”

Providing a guideline lor a saler
existence in the city Sivanandan ad-
vised a goill door at the entrance, veri-
Lication of a servant’s address with the
help of the police (he suggesied taking
photographs ol the servant in the course
of Tamily lunctions). the employment
ol known agencies o undertake repairs
al home, adequate lighting around the
home. cte. “Don’t volunteer detals of
projected trips away lrom home,” he
advised and suggested that the receipt
ol blank telephone calls be reported 1o
Mabanagar Telephone Nigam Limited.
He also advised that the ielephone num-
ber of the local police station be kept
handy (“you can get the number by
dialling 1000,” he said), a tape recorder
and/or a caller identification system be
installed into the telephone. Above all,
he urged the gathering o avail of police
help as even oral complaints are ac-
cepted.

According 1o Ponda the single most
important [actor in deterring crime is
fear of capital punishment. There is
“complete lack of fear of consequences
in the heants and minds of criminals
(hecause there is) no adequate punish-
ment.” Life imprisonment means 14
years in prison which may be consider-
ably curtailed by good behavior. Once
“oul on parode, strategies are devised
and conspiracies hatched,” Ponda said.
The nexus between the politicians,
criminals, police and lower judiciary

et |

has resulted in the appointment of unsat-
isfactory prosecutors. “The successiul
conduct of a criminal case depends on a
strong. learless prosecutor. (There
should be) a panel of clean, fearless,
capable advocates (but they) belong o a
disappearing tribe.” When bail is casy,
and matters are taken piecemeal with
long adjournments so that eight 1o 10
years elapse before final disposal and
the appeal may drag for another 1010 12
years, wilnesses become untraceable and
theaccused goes scot free, she explained.

Ponda suggested that a panel of re-
tired persons be appointed 1o review
cases where goondas are a threat
society which could proclaim its assess-
ment through the media and demand a
surrender in three weeks. “Under your
leadership (let us) get concerned citi-
zens, police, lawyers together o work 1o
break the criminal-politician nexus,”
CCAC chairperson Dr Homai Shroff
urged Ponda,

The Alert Citizens Initiative, Om-
prakash’s brainchild, is based on a simi-
lar program in the US known as Crime
Stopper, he noted. Its cornerstone is the
anonymily of the reporter, he said, as
lear of reprisal is, apart from apathy, one
of the chief causes that prevent cilizens
from divulging the knowledge they pos-
sess, He urged Sivanandan to ensure
that the police are receptive when citi-
zens come forward with information.
The Initiative is also in need of media
support, especially from the vernacular
Press. The Alert Citizens phone number

The WGU' s otheractivities include a
counscling and guidance center, a study
center with qualified supervision and
the Behramjee Lalkaka Nursery School
for deprived children. ASM

Stress under duress
*It is because [ love the people and the
society that I write books, Itmay be that
in the process 1 may hurt them, but the
truth hurts where there is no inlension
(sic) as such to hurt, but to place reality
before the people so that they are aware
of their drawbacks to change towards
the better.” This is the kind of sentiment
and language that permeates Dorab P.
Patel’s Stress Management and Mod-
e Life, a 36-page booklet which ac-
cording 1o the author “is wrilten spe-
cially for students, families with young
children, and persons working in of-
fices so as to alleviate siress.”
continued on page 30
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Z.oroastrians who excel

‘ Seven outstanding Zoroastrians bag the
biennial awards at the 11th North American Congress

Seven Zarathushtis were honored at the
I 1th North American Zoroastrian Con-
gress held at Rye, New York. Selected
for outstanding achievement in their
respective categories. the awardees were
called by master of ceremonies Prol
Farrokh Misiree and presented indi-
vidual trophies and an award certificate
plus three rotating trophies do-
nated by Zarathushiis. The
awards ceremony has been an
intrinsic part of the biennial
North American congresses
since |9RS,

In the limelight on July 3,
1998 were Farangis Shahrokh,
winner of the 1998 Rohinton
Rivetna Ouistanding Zara-
thushti Award: Dr Yasmin
Thanavala for the Excellence
in Business or Profession
Award: Dr Yasmin and Jam-
shed Ghadiali who jointly
received the Jamshed Pavri
Humanitarian Service Award;
Orang Demehry and Dr Parastu Dubash
as Outstanding Young Zarathushu
awardees; and Phirox Tarapore who
received the Ouwstanding Zarathushti
Student Award.

Iran born, Calilornia based Shahrokh,
who holds a master’s degree in social
work and occupational therapy from
the US. has been instrumental in found-
ing several institutions in Iran includ-
ing the Zoroastrian Women's Organi-
zation, Women's Organization ol Iran,
Ancient Iranian Culwral Society and
the Iranian Handicraft Organization,
notes the citation. She had also orea-
nized the first Iranian Women's Con-
gress inTehran and founded the Ardeshir
Yeganegi Library there. Migrating 1o
the US, she founded the California Zo-
roastrian Center and was instrumental
in establishing the Rustam Guiv Dar-¢-
Mehr in that state with the Kaikhsorov
Shahrokh Library thercin. Author:of
the Persian book In Search of Truths,
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Shahrokh has been a frequent speaker at
North American Zoroastrian congresses.
She was however unable to attend the
ceremony due toill health and the award
presented by FEZANA (Federation of
Loroastrian Association of North Ame-
rica) founder president Rohinton Riveina
was received on her hehalf by Shida

{ From feft) Standing: Demeliry,
Duilash, Thanavala, 1. Ghadiali and
Tarapore

Sitting: Anonshiravans, Joshi aned 'Y,
Claeliali

Anoushiravani, wilfe ol the newly elected
FEZANA vice president Dr Ardeshir
Anoushiravani.

Thanavala, whose work towards a
zenetically engineered edible vaccine
lor Hepatitis B and other infectious dis-
eases has been covered by the interna-
tonal media, received the award —
which included a revolving trophy do-
nated by Bombay Parsi Punchayet chair-
man Jamshed Guzder and his wife Shirin
— [rom ouigoing FEZANA president
Dolly Dastoor. Thanavala holds three
US patents in conjunction with her hus-
band Dr Arvind Thakur and two other
scientists, noles the citation. Bombay-
born Thanavala completed her master
of science from Bombay University

before proceeding 1o London Univer-
sity o work ona World Health Organi-
zation Tunded project to develop a vac-
cine for fertility control for which she
received her doctorate in immunology
in 1979,

Incumbent FEZANA president
Framroze Patel presented the rotating
trophy donated by Roda Pavri
o the Ghadialis who “over a
periodof 10 years (have) given
immeasurably of themselves,
their sentiments, time and
money in service of the Zara-
thushti community.” In addi-
tion to hosting Zarathushii pa-
tients from Indiaand their fami-
lies for long periods of time,
the Ghadialis have provided
emotional support o other
Zarathushti families in their
own homes or in hospital. Be-
sides, they have organized so-
cial and religious functions o
collect donations for needy
families and institutions. Regular re-
cipients of the Ghadialis® unremitting
elforts have been Bombay's B. D. Petit
"arsee General Hospital and the Or-
phanage and Parsi Infirmary in Navsari.

A CPA (cerified public accountant)
from Virginia who is currently com-
pleting a project analysing the US De-
pariment of Defense’s non-appropri-
ated activities while concurrently do-
ing market research and developing
best business practices in some areas
for the House of Representatives,
Demehry’s interests lie in the area of
corporate law, as per the citation. In-
volved in communily activities since
1994, Demehry was the founder presi-
dent of the youth group in the metro-
politan Washington area, In 1997 he
was awarded the Outstanding Contribu-
tor Award by the Zoroastrian Youth of
North America. A member of the board
of the Zoroastrian Association of Mei-
ropolitan Washington (ZAMWI), Deme-
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hry “was instrumental in gething ZAMWI
recognized by the Interfaith Council.”
notes the eitation,

Currently in hersecond lerm s presi-
demt of the Zoroastirian Association o
Greater Boston, Tehran-born. Dubash
recenved her PhDin psychology in 1993,
Hiving tight the subject ata number ol
universities, Dubashis currently adjunc
Fculty member in the Social Sciences
and Policy Studies Department at Mis-
sachusetts” Worcester Polytechnic In:
shitute, She was co-chatrperson ol the
local conference committee of the First
International AvestaConference in Bos-
ton i 1997 and 1= o very active member
ol the Boston Y outh Group.

The co-chars of the 11th North
Amencan Zarathushu. Congress. Gey
Nentin and Noshir La
the award to Demehry
spectively

“A strmight grade-A student sinece
fourth grade,” Califormia’s Tarapore re-
ceived the rotating trophy donated by
Faridoon and Mehraban Zartoshiy from
FEZANA secretary Dr Mehran Sepelin
Scoring Y9 percent i a variely of North
American tests, Tarapore wis o member

anmi, presented
and Dubash re

ol his school eam wheh ted Tor aoid

and won seven mdividual medals in-
cluding three sold at the US National
Academe Decahlon. Designated Inter-
matiomal Advance Placement Scholarand
National Ment Scholarship awardee,
FCarapore won the Bank of America
scholarshap tor combined achievement
i academics amd fine arts. notes the
citation. Selecied as a “showease artist,”
Tarapore has performed at several pres-
Higious concerts. Actively involved an
Zarathushti youth activities i Califor-
nia, Tavapore assisted i the planning of
the San Framcisco Youth Conference in
1996 andd presented o highly acelamed
prano recital i the 1996 Nonh Ameri-
can Zoroastrian Congress there.
Inrecogmtion of hus “signheant con
wribution 1o the structuring of the
FEZANA North Amencan Zarathushii
Awards” FEZANA awards committee
clhaie Dinshaw Joshi was presented

special plague by Dastoor in’ recogni-
Lo ol fus serviee i that capacity over
Towr vears

Ulntil 1994 ahe awards process wis
the responsibility of the FEZANA mem-
ber assocition hostimg the congress,
This led 1o a Lk of consistency and

resnlariy as cach congress organpang

¥

commitlee adopted its own criteria and
procedures, notes the brochure published
on the occasion of the 1998 awards.

Dastoor insttutionalized the process
by setting up an awards committee as
one of the standing commilices of
FEZANA. with Joshi in the chair. Pro-
cedures for inviling nominations were
formalized and specific evaluation cri-
terinestablished for judges in each award
category. Independent panels of hive
respected Zarathushus now evaluate
nominees in each calegory with respec-
tive members of the awards committee
as chairpersons to coordinate the results
and determmine the winner.

In addition 1o the ve awards distrib-
ued is the Lifetime Achievement Award
which is presented to an individual for
meriorious service 1o the Zarathushi
community worldwide, notes the bro-
chure. Only two men have been 0 hon-
ared 1o date — conductor Zubin Mehta
in 1990 and philosopher Kaikhosroy
Irani in 1996,

As 15 the case with the Federation of
Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India’s
Awands for Excellence. nominations for
the Norh Amercan awards were slow in
comimg, requiring the commitiee 1o ex-
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tend the nomination deadline as appears
from Joshi's report at the FEZANA an-
nual general meeting. This was also the
first time that the awards were presented
over lunch on the firstday ofthe Congress
instead of the hitherto practice of disirib-
uting them al the dinner banguet.

North American mobeds
Ervad Jal Birdy continues as presidem
of the North American Mobeds Council
(NAMOC). The rest ol the execulive coms-
mittee elected at the | 1th annual general
meeting of the NAMC in Cuebec in
April 1998 includes vice president
Behram Panthaki, secretary Nower
Kotwal, treasurer Gev Kark
ccutive officer Xerxes Bamji.

This was the third time that the Zoro-
astrian Association of Quebec (ZA0Q)
hosted the mobeds where 18 members
attended and 19 members sem proxies.

On the agenda was a leter [rom
FEZANA (Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America) asking
for the Council’s stand on issues like
cuthanasia, organ donation, spiritual
solace for families facing AIDS. wha
can mobeds do to discourage mixed
marriages, ete, While members were
asked 1o come prepared for lurther dis-
cussion on euthanasiaat the next AGM,
the discussion on organ donation estab-
lished that i owas “strictly a personal
decision and therefore should be lelt
the choice of cach individual ™ as per the
minutes of the AGM lorwarded 1o

Perrsiana by Kotwal. On the question of

mixed marriages the resolution tabled
by Cawas Desai and approved by o ma-
jority: vote declared that "NAMC is a
body that has the mandate to administer
to the spirituality and religiosity of the
community... Questions regarding so-
cial issues are not NAMC s mandaie
and the community necds o take re-
sponsibility for them.” The discussion
on AIDS resolved that the need Tor spiri-
tual solace in such cases was akin 1o that
required in the case ol any other termi-
nal illness and should be dealt with ac-
cordingly,

In a letter to FEZANA. Malinda
Flewcher. a healthcare worker from
Texas, had requested “a complete sur-
vey ol religious elements impacting pa-
tient care” for inclusion in a proposed
“Informed Guide” which would enable
healtheare professionals understand how
the patient”s faith impacts hisfher recep-
tion of care. Kotwal was delegated the
responsibility of completing the survey
with the help of some colleagues and
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forwarding it o Fletcher,

In the course of his annual report as
president Birdy referred 1o the corre-
spondence exchanged between Dr Pallan
[chhaporia. Sarosh Manckshaw and him-
self “with regard o the credentials

claimed by Dr Al Jalarey.” founder of

the Calilornin based Zarathushirian As-
sembly. Birdy “stated that the commu-
nity is looking lor a leadership role and
that we would be failing in our duty if we
do not rise to the challenge and exert our
influgnce in i positive way,” note the
AGM minutes. However, “after some
discussion it was the majority decision
that the NAMC did not have the man-
date 10 question anybody's credentials
including Al Jafarey’s and that care
should be taken not o get the Council
invalved insmuilarmatters where some-
one might try to use the Council o serve
their personal cause.”

The NAMC will keep a record ol all
trained mobedyars. [was decided thata
formal certificate from the NAMC, obe
designed by Kobad Zarohia, will be pre-
senied 1o the mobedyar whe will he
recognized and ordained in front of the
community in which he lives, preler-
ably by the mobed who conducted the
training. While a mobedyar can assist a
fully ordained mobed in performing
weddings and navjoles he cannot ollicr-
ate himsell such ceremonies. Panthaki

ol Washingion DC provided details of

the methodology and syllabus he had
used for the raining of Jamsheed Mistry.
The mobedyar committee was asked 1o
dralt procedures Tor ordaining a mobed.

A two-day religion camp lor young
mobeds was 10 be hosted by ZAMWI
(Zoroastrian Association of Metropoli-
tan Washington), It was scheduled 1o
feature the jashan and navjole ceremo-
nies which the young mobeds would be
able o enact in their entirely.

While a dircctory of mobeds was in-
complete due o poor response as noted
Zarolia, Jal Pambaky advised tha the
nirangdin ceremony video had reached
the editing stage and should be ready
for the next AGM scheduled Tor April 2
and 3, 1999, The venue was undecided.

Birdy's letter of protest to the pro-
ducer of the movie Wisfeasrer, “which
portrayed Ahura Magda as ovil,” was
returncd unopened 1o the sender, note
the AGM minuies, NAMC majority
opinion voled in favor ol ignoring the
“very bad B-rated movie” rather than
being dravwn into a controversy, Instead,
Desai suggesied that the Couneil pro-
mote Zoroastrianism through some repu-

table medialike the Mational Geographic
Society.

In his welcome address ZAQ presi-
dent Karkaria noted the frustration of
some NAMC members at the want of
agreement on contentious issues, He
prescribed patient endurance, contin-
ued dialogue and mutwal respect lor
cach other’s views. He also emphasized
the need to motivate, train and educate
the young mobeds, instilling in them a
sense of pride and commitment towards
the religion.

Zarolia suggested that the executive
committee select one religious topic for
research, study and discussion each year
s0 that the knowledge of the members
vould increase. He also suggested the
compilation of a comprehensive list of
religious books available with the Zoro-
astrian associations in North America.

Fourteen mobeds conducted ajjashan
ceremony before the gala banquet hosted
by ZAQ in honor of the visiting priests,

An honor well earned
The K. I, Irani Chair of Philosophy has
been established at City College, New
York. An alumnus of Profl Kaikhosrov
Irani’s 1955 class donated two million
dollars 1o the College w endow a chair
lor yearly appointments of visiting pro-
fessors, ZAGNY (Zoroastrian Associa-
tion of Greater New York) commillee
member Loviji Camainformed Parsiana
on c=mail.

The announcement was made by Tara
R. Tamny on behall of her father Dr
Martin Tamny, Dean of Humanities at
City College, on October 8, 1998:

“For thousands of students who
graduated (from) the College during the
more than 40 years that Prof Irani has
taught here. he has been the most memo-
rable teacher they have known,” said
Tamny. “The rizor of his thought, the
provocativencss of his ideas, his dedica-
tion 1o the life of the mind, and his
profound humanity has stayed with his
students throughout the years. All of
those students would join me in thank-
ing the donor for honoring Prof Irani in
this wonderful way. Through his gener-
osity the Philosophy Department will be
able to bring the most renowned phi-
losophers of the day to the College. The
presence of these visiting scholars will
for ever make City College one of the
centers of the philosophical world. and
help continue the traditions of excellent
teaching and philosophical rescarch that
has characterized Prof K. D. lrani’s ten-
ure al this institution,”
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“A country apart”

President of the Zoroastrian Association of Western Australia,
Homee Wadia describes life in and around Perth

Homee Wadia and his wile Khurshid
“fell in love™ with Perth, Australia so
they liled their papers and waited three-
and-a-hall years to emigrate. Currently
the second president of the vear-old
Zoroasirian Association of Western Aus-
tralind ZAW A ), Wadia describes the city
of his abode as “a retire-
ment village which has
all the conveniences and
facilitics of major cities.™
On 2 visit 1o Bombay,
Wadia spoke to Parsiana
on December 3, 1995,

The agriculmrally and
minerally rich Western
Australia contribules
nearly 80 percent 1o the
Australian national in-
come, says Wadia, though
s lagging i industrial-
ization. "Western Austra-
lin was never a convicl
colony. This was a Span-
ish missionary outpost. That's why we
consider ourselves a country apart from
the rest of Australia,” he adds.

Noting that most of the 170 strong
Zarathushti community live in beautilul
homes with gardens 1w match, in Perth
one has “no need W exert (onesell).”
With “share trading on the compulter.
banking through the phone, with *Bpay”
1o pay vour bills, sometimes we have o
witke up and ask, “Is this all real?™

The state provides lree education up
o 12th standard which Wadia savs is
very good though a bit insular. At the
university level the established system
enables the student 1o borrow Tunds from
the university to pay the subsidized fees.
The loan repayment beging when hefshe
starts carning. The delrayved amount s
deducted from his/hér ax packet. ex-
plains Wadia. While private medicare is
avilable (“Mashy, live-star hospitals..,
for which you pay through your nose]’),
government Facihities are free and is
hospitals “streets ahead of Breach Candy
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Weelrar: “invigerating to
gt different views”
Phato: Arnavaz Mama

Arnavaz S. Mama

or Jaslok,” though one is often made o
wail for non-priority operations, he notes.

The Zoroastrian communily — one-
third Trantan, two-thirds Parsi — i< led
by Ervad Darius Pavri, who performs all
the required ceremonies and was
YAWA s st president. The son ol play-
wright Eruch Pavri,
Darius s o high-ranking
officer in the mcome
tax department. says
Wadia,

Originally  hailing
from Nagpur is senior or-
thopedic surgeon Dr
Ratan Edebam who, with
his wile Mcher, has lived
in England and Malaysia
belore settling in Perth.
Their son Cyrus is also a
doctor here while their
daughier Firoozeh, a bar-
rister, has settled in Lon-
don, informs Wadia,

Ervad Minochehr Shabeadi whose
father had a panthak at the Dadiseth
Agiary in Bombay s Flora Fountain area
15 wvery big in the petroleum industry,”
but refuses o undertake ceremonies for
fear that his Kadmi ritwals would no
synthesize with Pavei’s Shahenshali
concepts and create rifts, according o
Wadia,

“The community is nol oo conservi-
tive but of the view ‘let’s not cause
wiaves, " siys Wadia who s personally
“very Fanatical about my religion but
very modermistie since 1 behieve (that
for) any thought process to (be) pro-

Jected (it is) always invigorating 1o get

different views."” For the four years of its
existence, Wadia's Spenta Oriental, an
Indian grocery store and curry lake-
away, doubled as a club on Sawrday
alternoons where Zoroastrians met and
argued. he recalls.

“Belore ZAWA (there were) a lotof
mixed marriage couples in Perth (who
were ) unwilling v put thear Band up and

be counted... All these people from
Burma (who have) culurally acquired
{Burmese) names under duress... Some
Parsisare sorabidly orthodox, they want
o kick them (out)... [ put my foot down
to the community that we have 1o targel
these people... I would be very proud if
I could get their (children’s) navjoles
done.” Wadia says.

Breu Walker, a white Australian teen-
ager “who felt spiritually lost” until he
landed upon Zoroastrianism in the course
ol his library rescarch, has become a
member of ZAWA. “He calls himself a
Zarathushti but (is) disillusioned that his
navjole won't be done and that an un-
dercurrent {of the community) won’t
religiously accept him,” says Wadia,

“(There's) a huge crowd of lranian
Bahais and Muslims wanting o come
back into the fold, have a fervent desire
1o become Zoroastrians... Even prac-
tising Muslims wear the asho-larohar
inside. (They) Mnd Zoroastrian scrip-
tures from the Internet. Pavri however
refuses 1o accept them.”

Some community activities and be-
havior is both a source of joy and grief 1o
Wadia. For example. he was all praise
[or Farah Mchia's prize winning thesis
on the Persians of Ancient Iran. “Porus
Havewallamakes me feel proud by what
he writes about the community. But (he
15} 50 vehement that it becomes a bar-
rier.!

Dinshaw Toddywalla(locally known
as Dean Todd) is a Bahai with a fund of
knowledze about Zoroastrianism who
wanled to give leclures on Zoroastrian-
ism “bul certain people objected so
strongly that the commintee decided 10
avoid controversy.” Inthe upshot, Wadia
says, Todd wok offence and didn " tcome
to the Pateti function.

It wok a year to frame the ZAWA
constitution, informs Wadia, adding that
the moot objective was Lo preserve
theiridentity. The ZAWA weam includes

contimted on page 48
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The Zoroastrians of Serendip

Enterprise and ethics characterize the success of the minuscule
Sri Lankan Zoroastrian community

The first thought that came o mind
when one read the name “Aban Tours™
on the gleaming white taxi outside
Colombo’s Galadhari Hotel was that it
was also a Sri Lankan name. But Aban
Tours as it wrned out was
owned by a Parsi. and a
very enlerprising one at
that!

Welcome to the world
of the Sri Lanka Parsis. A
truly microscopic commu-
nity ofaround 60 in acoun-
try of 18.5 million, they
have made a mark beyond
imagination. Aside from
highly successful and re-
puted business families,
the community also boasis
ol aQueen’s Counsel who
served as a minister in the
cabmet of the previous
United MNational Party
government. The other members of the
community too are well settled and the
Ceylon Parsi Anjuman Trust boasts of a
hall, Navroz Baug, a Parsi Sports Club
and a large cemetery ground,

From a community of around 350 in
their heyday, the Zoroastrian commu-
nity here started declining in numbers
afier independence from Britainin 1947,
explains Kairshasp Choksy, atrustee ol
the Anjuman and a leading constiu-
tional lawyer. “The citizenship laws
changed.” he relates. To qualily for citi-
zenship a person and his father had 1o be
both born in Sri Lanka: Choksy's grand-
father Kaikhushroo Dadabhoy had come
o Ceylon in 1884, An exception could
be made for a distinguished citizen, bul
few would meet the criteria,

About half the Zoroastrians residing
in the Indian Ocean island returned to
India after independence, says Choksy.
The next exodus came when Sinhalese
was made the state language in 1956, he
recalls, Knowledge of the language was
compulsory for public exams and entry
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1o the civil services. "Many went 1o
Australia,” says Choksy. Their qualifi-
cations and knowledee of English
opencd up employment opportunities
there.

The modern Colombo skyvline

According o Choksy, approximately
4 percentof the community in Sri Lanka
have married out either 1w Sri Lankans
or Burghers (of Dutch descent).

“Girls who are married out are per-
mitied 1o attend religious ceremonies so
long as they continue 1o be Parsi Zoroas-
trians and are not married in church,
ete,” says Choksy. He believes the Parsis
in Sri Lanka are “conservative” on the
whole. A jashan ceremony is performed
every monthandaformer Bombay pricst,
Aspi Daruwalla, has served the local
community for 17 years,

Daruwalla says the trustees of the
Anjuman are “cooperative.” The com-
munily manages 1o maintain traditions
and customs. The last rites and prayers
are offered 1o the deceased and “Parsi
hoys and girls come 1o help for funer-
als.™

Daruwalla’s wife Daisy works, and
their two school going children Naushad
and Anita are happy here. But he com-

plains about the “maoghwari (inflation).”
An egg costs five rupees. he notes. His
child’sdelivery in 1990 cost between Rs
30,000 1o Rs 40,000 Sri Lanka rupees
(SL Re | = IRe 0.64).

——n Mavroz Baug, where the
Daruwallas reside, isaone-
storey building donated by
the Kapadia family in 1927
with a prayer hall, rooms
and a garden. The Parsi
Sports Club or Parasmani
Hall is also a one-storey
structure with a large hall
where badminton can be
played. The compound is
also spacious.

Pesi Pestonjee, atrustee
of the Anjuman, mentioned
that plans were afoot to ex-
tend Navroz Baug premises
and increase usage.

The Jawatie Burial
Grounds, the Colombo Parsi aramgah,
is an unusual combination of a burial
ground and dokhma. The old dokhma
has been converted into acircular burial
ground adjacent 1o which is the present
cemetery. The graves here date back o
1394, Pestonjee Dinshawjee Khan “a
mostinfluential and popular figure...very
thoughtfully acquired for the Parsis of
Ceylon a permanent burial ground at
Jawalle Road... in Colombo city in ex-
lent over two acres both for the burial of
the dead of the Parsis and for their reli-
gious purposes connected therewith. The
said land was conveyed by the (British)
Crown in the year 1885, according toa
historical compilation, The Parsees in
Ceylon, wrilten about nine years ago by
Behram Kaikhushroo Billimoria, a
former trustee of the Ceylon Parsi
Anjuman who was a solicitor and cin-
CIi OWNEr,

The Sinhalese caretaker’s residence
at the burial ground was donated in
memory ol Dinshahjee and Framji
Bhikhajee Khan by their sons on Octo-
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7 Chairs in bungli
8 Praver hall at Jawatie Burial Grouneds
9 Wall and garden of cemetery
10 Graves in old dokhma structure
11 Well on Grounds
12 Outer wall of dokluma converted inio a
cemetery ;



I Kairshasp and Freny Choksy
2 Pesi and Aban Pestonjee
3 Azad and Zarin Ghandy

4 Navroz Baug hall

3 Navroz Baug

6 Aspi and Daisy Daruwalla
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ber 2, 1905, The reputed famaly hirm
Framjee Bhikhajee and Company do-
nated the carriage for carrying corpses,
a gefran (bier) and the building in which
they are stored at Jawaltte. according 1o
Billimoria. They also donated a ward at
the Colombo Public Hospi-
tal. notes Choksy.

Both the main buildings
at Jawatte were donated by
Jamshedjee Rustomjee and
his wile Veerbaijee, accord-
ing 1o Billimoria®s history.

The Ceylon Parsi Social
Centre or Club House known
as Parasmani Hall was do-
nated by Framroze Rustom-
jee (who had written several
books on Zoroasirianism) in
memory of his seven-year-
old son Jamshed who died
alter being “struck by the
bulferofalormy™ while alight-
ing from his car. The land “a
large square block... I ex-
tent one rood and nine
perchesat Mo 11 Palm Grove
Avenue, Colpetty, in Co-
lombo™ has a pavilion built
by Ruttonshah Rustomjee. a
successiul businessman,

long-time residents ol Sri

Lanka, Pesi’s grandfather Ruttonjec
having landed here “towards the close
ol the 19h century.” notes Billimoria.
The family fortunes generated as gen-
eral merchants and commission agents
received another [illip when Pesi™s wile
Aban decided 10 start her own small
business. Realizing that there was a
dearth of electronic houschold gadgets
in Sri Lanka due 10 import restrictions,
Aban would attend auctions of second-
hand houschold itlems, sometimes get-
ting up at five in the morning to reach
early. She would then recondition the
electrical appliances and sell them: The
gadgets helped “to make life casier for
the housewife.” recalls Aban.

Navro: Baug
Like the Choksys, the benefactors Melierbei
Pestonjec Tamily are also and Pallonji Kapadia

When the markets opened up and
impaorts started arriving. [oreign compa-
nies “did not know the market,” Aban
narrates. Capitalizing on her knowledge
of the Sinhalese consumer Aban took
agencies ol reputed companies includ-
ing L. G., Molorola,
Hoover Electronics, elc.
She then ventured imto real
estate development. started
aduty-free outlet, “Aban’s
Duty-Free.” and 2 tourist
taxi service with its office
al the Galadhart Hotel, one
ol Colombo’s leading es-
tablishments.

“1 used 1o sort of go for
i says Aban modestly,
She attributes her business
success o a “determina-
tion 1o do betier... being
honest in vour business
means people will trust
you.” The Pestonjees” three
children Rusi, Behman and
Saroshiare also in the fam-
ily business.

Another Sri Lankan suc-
cessstory isthat of the Cap-
tain family, said 1o be the
largest manufacturers of
patints in the country. Edulj
Sorabji Captain arrived in
Colombo in 1914 as the
gencral managerol the Wellawatle Spin-
ming and Weaving Mills, according o
the The Peirsees in Cevlon, He was mar-
ried o Dhunmai Elavia and they had
fourchildren, Diana, Rusi, Soli and Perin.

*Soli. the third child, alter his educa-
tion went into business and with the
guidance of s father during bis early
years, hastoday become one of Ceylon’s
best known businessmen with interests
in various undertakings. He 15 a keen
golfer and has won many trophies in
Ceylon golling. He 1akes interest in all
matters relating to the community and is
atrustee of the Ceylon Parsi Social Cen-
ire.

“Perin. the Tourth child. is a well-

Choksy’s Guinness Record
At the conclusion of the [988 Presiden-
tial Election, S. Bandaranaike. the former
Prime Minister, who lost, filed a petition
in the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka chal-
lenging the election of the successful
candidate. President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa, on the ground of general intimida-
tion of voters and other legal grounds.

Kairshasp Choksy successfully de-
lended Premadasaas his seniorcounsel.
The case is entered in the The Guinness
Baok of World Records as the longest
trial in lustory. The hearing in Court
lasted 525 working days at which 910

 witnesses testilied and the Court's re-

corded proceedings ran into 26,000
pages,
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known social worker in Colombo. She
has been the secretary of the Ceylon
(now Sri Lanka) Cancer Society for many
years and is the live wire behind all the
activities of this Society. She is also an
active member of the Parsi Sports Club
and has the unigue distinction of having
been president for three conseculive
years,” notes Billimoria, Other families
include that of Azad K. Ghandy, also a
trustee of the Anjuman and the Jillas,
Rustomjees. Markers, Lakdawallas and
Dadabhoys. They are all respected fami-
lies in Colombo. notes Choksy. The
community meeis once a month at the
Parsi Sports Club.

Choksy's wife Freny sees “a good
future” for the Parsis in Sri Lanka. “The

Caretaker’s bunealow ar Jawatte and
Sinhalese caretakers (inset)
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Interior and exterior of the Parsi
Sports Club and past presidents
Framroz Rustomjee (top, in swit) and
Ruttenshah Rustomjee Bhoory

good social record of the Parsis in Sri
Lanka has made the community accept-
able to the major communities of the
country,” she notes, Of the Choksys’
three sons, two, Khursheed and Vishiasp,
live in Colombo, Vishtasp is a lawyer
and Khursheed is a research manager
with the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development. Their third son
Jamsheed is an associate professor of
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures
at Indiana University and has authored
two books on Zoroastrianism titled Pu-
rity and Pollution in Zoroastrianism
and Conflict and Cooperation: Zoroas-
trian Subalterns and Musfim Elites in
Medieval Tranian Sociery.

The community is “recognized and
respected,” says Kairshasp. “We have
opportunities in the professions and busi-
ness. If the younger generation marries
(within), the community will survive.”
As regards the management of commu-
nity assets. Choksy notes, “we are able
to generate our own funds.”

Pesi Pestonjee feels that though the
numbers are small, “there will still be a
community” in the future. *“We are bound
o be successful if we follow our reli-
gion.” His wife Aban adds that the com-
munity “seems tobe okay so far,” though
the future is difficult to predict — “we
are trying to hold on to what we have.”
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EVENTS & PERSONALITIES
comtinued from page 12

The preface 1o the book is followed
by 31 sub-scctions, starting with etiol-
ogy ol stress and life cure. and ending
witha pledge 1o the society. The need o
be understanding, W change, lo manage
time. 10 be objective, to develop a posi-
tve attitude o learn Lo say no, o take the
right course and awaken one’s spiritual
force with the help ofa good guru are the
sulient points covered in the booklet,

The abstract language used by the
author s for the benelt of young chil-
dren, clinms the author, but it s difficuh
to digest this statement when it is a
known fact that real examples help o
simplily concepts for youngsters. Patel
also believes that he has “excelled in
content and technigue,” though the treat-
ment of his subject matter 1s very mun-
dime and there are innumerable Lypo-
araphical errors. The constant refrain in
the book i1s the necd 1o have moral val-
ues like Dr Jekyll and not have adubious
character like his split personality Mr
Hyde. Patel’s sweeping generalization
ab the end could irk some readers, 1
understand your feelings. You all have
miade the wrong move and have levelled

inta the mass..."

The author who was working with
the Western Railway has been intro-
duced as a psychologist-homeopath-ra-
dio artiste-management consultant who
“has come across many motivational
killers whoereated barriers for him...(and
as)ahighly motivated individual...” This
booklet is dedicated to his parenis
Phirozshaw and Coover. Priced at Rs 25
it was published in 1998 by Himalaya
Publishing House, Ramdoot, Dr
Bhalerao Marg. Girgaum, Bombay
SOOON0E,

SPOTLIGHT

The following members were elected o
the new executive commitiee of the Fed-
eration of Zoroastrian Youth Associa-
tions of India on October 24, 1998:
president Porus Karanjawalla, vice presi-
dent Sarosh Palkhiwala, honorary sec-
retary Yasmin Chama (all from wesl
zone), honorary treasurer Porus Debara
(north zone), commiltee members
Mauzer Bathiwala (cast zone), Nauzer
Kasad {west zone), Jamshed Panthaki
(south zone).

Compiled by Parinaz M. Gandhi
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TRADITION

When Sam came to Sanjan

The Sanjan Memorial Column Local Committee felicitated Field Marshal
Sam Manekshaw and hosted 2,000 Zoroastrains from all over India

The rainbow hues of the shamiana re-
flected the brilliance of the Sanjan
Stambh on the sparkling mornmg ol
November 21, 1998, And lightamd color
were refracied through the genial words
ol India’s first and only surviving Field
Marshal, Sam Manekshaw. the day’s
chief guest,

“Adgpre Sam” — the nomenclature
e most prefers as this darling of the
community contided to his appreciative
audience — regaled the 2.000-strong
sathering. that had converged 1o cel-
chrate the annual thanksgiving ol Zoro-
astrian asyvlum on Indian shores. with
anccdotes ofhis service carcer and asides
about his wile and Family,

"1 am fully conscious ol the honor
and privilege that is mine to be mvited as
vour guest,” said the venerable soldier
sporting a Russian furcap over hissparse
hanr, his eyes a-sparkle at the sight ol all
the lovely ladies as he smiled and
demurely complimented cach one whao
came his way on the beautilful border on
hersart! And paid the price of populariny
by signing autographs for well over an
hour after the conclusion of the Tunc-
1o,

The Russian cap bad a history, Re-
calling an olficial visit to the USSR, as
General Officer Commanding the In-
dian Army, 1o obtain much-necded am-
munition for the Sevier cuns than hid
heen sold by Russiato his predecessors,
Manckshaw said his Soviel counterpart
olfered him a wad ol roubles
Manckshaw said he declined the olfer,
noting that he “came from a capitalisi
community and had a ot ol money ol
(his) own.” He told them it was aommu-
nition: he wanted. They “found they
didn’t have enough ammuniton. “1F we
had 1t wouldn’t we give it 1o our
iriends? ™ they asked with ferzned mno-
cence. Thougheveryone was scared still
ol the Marshal who was amember ol the
Polithuro and Manekshaw had been
counseled wowach hisstep. Mancks<haw

A2 Faragaid Langany T
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satid he contromted the Russian head on,
“Was =0 much talk aboul outstripping
America so much myihology? Or do
vou ol want o give it o us?" he spelt
out. A that they agreed that il the Indian
prime mimister wrote (o Comrade
Kosvein (the USSR prime mimister),
“vou'll get enough ammunition.™ Al
which Manckshaw presented the letier
from Indira Ganehi which he had been
carrying. noting with some asperity that
he Bt thonght “we”d have to depend
on a woman!”

The nrssion completed. he was in-
vited 1o big dinner with a Slav girl
pouring vodka o their glasses. They
drank <o many wasis, they were “even-
wally drnking to cach other’s cyes!”

The next morning on i ceremonial
salute at the tomb ol the unknown sol-
dier. the “bear-like™ marshals could
barely keep up with Manckshaw’s pace
aned s imterpreter kept requesting him
o walk slower. Alier the ceremony his
counterpart olfered Manekshaw his cap
saying, “You did not acceptmy roubles.
Will you accept this cap from me?”
Since then Manekshaw has sported that
capon azilhon occasions, including that
Sangan leliciation.

Tust betore the | 3-day 1971 conllict
with Pakistan that won independence
for Bangladesh (and crowned Manek-
shivw with undying admiration) Manck-
shaw haed Been visied by General West-
mereland. the US joant chiel of delense
and had “eon into rouble with politi-
cians and babus™ lor having shown
Westmoreland everything. On return-
e 1o the LS, Westmoreland had told
President Richard Nixon and his secre-
tary of state Henry Kissinger that East
Pakistan was the size ol France, that the
Pak soldiers are good and that an Tndo-
Pak war would drag for onc-and-a-hall
totwe months. Noting that alterthe brief
war wnd India’s decisive victory Nixon
and Kissineer had civen hime "o had
e, Westmoreland  wrole (o

Maneckshaw asking, “What is i1, Sam,
that you didn’t show me?”

Rohinton Davierwalla, president of
the Sanjan Memorial Column Local
Committee (prominent among whom
are Dossabhai Oliaji, Nariman Balsara,
Gustasp Jassawalla and Dara Varvade-
wila), welcomed Manckshaw present-
ing him with a replica of the Sanjan
Stambh while Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP) chairman Jamshed Guader read
out the scroll of honor presented to him
in a silver casket 1o commemorate the
old soldier’s many achievements.

Surat Parsi Panchayat president Dr
Sam Bhacea referred 1w Manekshaw's
visit to Lahore after the 1971 war when
an old man had publicly lauded his char-
ismatic leadership when he had main-
tained the Pakistani prisoners of warata
higher level of comfort than his own
Indian soldiers enjoyed, without any
protest from the latter.

“Sorry my wife isn’t here to hear all
the kind words you said. She would
have treated me with greater respect
than she does!” quipped Manekshaw in
FesPOnse.

Then, more solemnly, Manekshaw
noted, “We produced Aspy Engineer,
the air force chief, Jal Cursetji, the naval
chiel. No doubt, you, your children, will
produce excellent people in India.”

Adterthe Field Marshal had presented
the awards for excellence instituted by
the Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian
Amumans of India(see “Achievers All,”
page 35) Marazban Patrawala, member
of the National Minorities Commission
welcomed the recognition of young Parsi
achievers, noting that the quality of the
community had never declined.

“Oh my dear Zoroastrians, never for-
sake your religion, the basic principle of
righteousness. Follow the principle and
you will always go ahead.” counseled
noted solicitor Burjor Antia. Moting how
“our forefathers had come with zeros
and become heros,” Antia urged the



I (From left): Tirandaz, Davierwalla,
Manekshaw, Guzder and B. Dastur
2 Pilgrims at the Sanjan Stambh
Stambh photo: Amavaz S, Mama

3 (From [eft): Bhacca, Antia,
Patrawala, Tirandaz, Davierwalla,
Manekshaw, Guzder, K. Dastoor and
Famboly

4 Davierwalla: 35 Balsara;

6 K. Dastoor; 7 B. Dastur

Othar photos by Mukesh Panchal

community to forget jhagdas (disputes)
and remain united.

“Not will we survive, but how long
will we survive?” should be the ques-
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tion according 1o BPP trustee and WZ0O
(World Zoroastrian Organisation) Trust
Funds managing trustee Dinshaw Tam-

boly. Noting that “material comforts
have blunted our edge; decadence has
replaced our spirit of enterprise; from a
community of givers we have become a
community of seekers,” Tamboly
singled out the largest affliction today as
“the bankruptcy of values™ and urged
community trusts to redefine their pri-
orities.

According to BPP trustee Rustom
Tirandaz God threw away the mold in
which he made Manckshaw. He ex-
tolled in-breeding as an essential ingre-
dient in the production of outstanding
personalitics. Dastur Kaikobad Dastoor
of Udvada similarly asked if a mixed
marriage could have produced a Sam
Manekshaw. He was also concemed that
no facilities had been extended to
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MATRIMONIAL

Parents of lovely, caring
Zoreastrian girl, aged 28, settled
abroad invite correspondence
from intelligent career minded
boy of good family background.
Interested partners please
send photo and bio data.
Only applicants willing to
settle abroad need apply to:
The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Jan/1-99)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envalope
bears the reference number cited here,

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from educated young
meen, 35 1o 40 years for girl, seven

years resident in Sydney, Australia.
She is well employed in an airine

booking office in a senior position. Appli-

cants must be willing to settie
in Sydney, the second best city of
the world to live in. All correspondence
will be positively acknowledged
and reasons given, R.S.V.P.
with a full photo (refurnable) to:
The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Jan/2-39)"
GPO Box 852, Bombay 400001
‘Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited here.

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for a
good-looking, fair girl,

27 years, CA, working with
a multinational company and
well settled abroad. Boys up

to 30 years with high academic
qualifications may apply to:
The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Jan/3-39)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number ciled here.

Udvada despite the Government's an-
nouncement proclaiming it a religious
pilgrim spot.

BPP chiel executive Behram Dastur
urged the community to hearken o the
Gathas 1o redefine our moorings...
Reinvent the Gavhas for ourselves and
follow the weachings™ of Zarathushira,

His Gujarati ¢loguence undimmed
by advancing years, his scholarshipever
asource of inspiration, Surat’s Dr Ratan
Marshall marked an impassioned recall
ol the community’s consciousness 1o
what the Tunction was all about. “This
land gave us shelier when we came
fearful and scared.” Marshall revived
the scenario of the 10th century Zoroas-
trian boat people. “What would have
happencd it Jadi Rana had not given us
shelter? Therelore. on behal ol all of us,
I remember him with love and grati-
tude.” said Marshall.

Sarosh Bana, president of the WZO's
youth wing referred to their “Save
Udvada™ project and Meher Master
Moos, Tounder ol the Mazdayasnie
Monasterie. ook the opportunity (o in-
vile everyone 1o her Zoroastrian Col-
lege Tor a lea party. Alter a vole of
thanks by Nariman Balsara the day’s
compere Rati Wadia gave a call for the
singing of Chhaivyé Hameé Zarathoshii
but was overruled by Dastur Kaikobad
who insisted that the meeting conelude
with the singing ol the national anthem
instead.

The day’s function had begun with a
two-minute silence in remembrance of
the late politician diplomat Homi Tale-
yarkhan and Parsi Dairy Farm partner
MNaval Nariman. Even while the specches
were proceeding the crowds had begun
to driflt towards the lunch ables laid
with patrawal where a substantial veg-
etarian meal, prepared under the super-
vision of Udvada’s Manck Todiwalla,
wils served.

Always remember
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Wellington Street, Bombay 400002
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Pager No: 9602-104007
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AWARDS

Achievers All

The Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India acknowledged
the success of 12 outstanding Zoroastrians

The Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian
Anjumans of India acclaimed 12 out-
standing Zoroastrian achievers, gifting
them with ashield and a citation and the
ultimate feather in their cap, congratula-
tions from community and India’s doyven,
Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw.

OF the 12 awardees. five received
kudos for exceptional achicvement in
sporis, three for professional compe-
tence, two in the military field and one
each for community service and educa-
tion. Moreover, the awards crowned
achievements overa wide range of ume,
from 1986 10 1997,

The first to be honored that bright
morning of November 21, 1995 in San-
jan was the late Col Yazdi Havia of the
Tth Battalion of the Kumaon Regiment.
When he assumed command in 1996 of
the Regiment to which he had been
commissioned atl the inception of his
army career, it was committed 1o the
dual tasks of ensuring the sanctity of the
Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir
and simultaneously undertaking
counterinsurgency operations. Iavia
“infused his command with controlled
aggression and confidence,” notes the
citation. “"His reorganization ol the
counter (insurgency) posture and selec-
tive engagement of the enemy on the
Line of Control manifested itsell in ex-
cellent results... Under the gallant and
fearless command of Col llavia, the
Bauwalion displayved outstanding opera-
tiomal efficiency by remaining steadfast
and undeterred despite seemingly unsur-
mountable odds of adverse weather and
enemy threats.” Though the Baualion
was awarded the Unit Citation of the
Chiel of Army Staff for its gallant
achievementis on Army Day 1998, Havia
had succumbed to cardiac arrest earlier
in the year. The Col Adi Tarapore Me-
morial Award for 1997 was received by
his youthful widow Dinaz.

The Ceol Adi Tarapore Memorial
Award for 1996 was presented 1o Li Col
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Firowze Patel of the Grenadier Regiment,
Ande-de-camp o two Presidents of In-
dia, Patel o0 won his laurels in the
Kashmir Valley. “In a long period of
low intensity warfare which the army
has had to conduct in the glare of public-
ity, Patel, then holding the rank of ma-
Jor. worked inconspicuously but with
determination. courage and profession-
alism.,” reads the citation. His unit
launched approximately 600 operations
against militants. Killing 140 of them
including foreign mercenaries, appre-
hending 150 and recovering 300 weap-
ons, further adds the citation.

The Shiavax Nargolwala Memorial
Award Tor social and communily ser-
vice in 1996 was awarded 1o Meher
Banaji who has headed Bombay s Happy
Home and School for the Blind since
1969, The recipient of the Government
of India’s National Award for Teachers
lor 1996, Banaji “has been instrumental
in pioncering and initiating various train-
g programs including Montessor train-
ing and carly imervention programs lor
preschool visually impaired children,”
notes the citation. In addition Banaji has
been involved in visual elficiency train-
ing lorchildren with residual vision, and
pottery and ceramics training for those
visually impaired. She simultancously
conducts remedial education classes for
maladjusted and educationally sub-nor-
mal children, organizes short-term train-
ing courses and in-service programs (or
parents and volunteers plus counselling
and guidince services. services for par-
ents and students, adds the citation.

The professional competence of two

members of Delhi’s outstanding Shrolt

lamily was recognized that November
morning. Third generation ophthalmolo-
gists and brothers, Drs Noshirand Cyrus
Shrolf continue as active directors of Dr
Shroll"s Charity Eye Hospital founded
by their grandfather in Delhi even as
they serve as honorary ophthalmolo-
2ists 1o the President of India K. R,

Marayanan since 1997,

Awarded the MNargis Adi Gandhi
Memorial Award for 1997 for “medical
and surgical work of the highest cali-
ber,” Noshir Shroff was extolled for
having designed the widely used special
co-axial irrigation cannulaused for cata-
ract extraction and intra-ocular lens im-
plant surgery, informs the citation.
Optikon of Italy, Mid Labs and Mentor
of USA arc among the organizations
that have implemented his suggestions
for development and improvement in
the design of phaco-emulsification ma-
chines, adds the citation. Noshir has
played an active role in instructing
yvounger doctors in the complexity of
these techniques in India as well as in
other parts of the world. Among other
professional preoccupations, Moshir has
been secretary general of the Second
International Congress of Intra-ocular
Implant Society in 1993 and vice presi-
dent of the 10th international meeting
on cataract implant microsurgery.

The G. K. Panthaki Award for pro-
fessional competence in 1997 was
awarded 1o Cyrus Shroff, one of the
foremost vitreo-retinal surgeons of
Delhi. With an award winning career
behind him, Cyrus has been joint sec-
retary of the Delhi Ophthalmological
Society and joint treasurer of the 50th
AllIndia Ophthalmoelogical Conference
held in New Delhi in 1992, has partici-
pated in over 45 national and interna-
tional symposia and workshops in his
field and conducted study tours in UK,
USA, Belgium and France. He has also
evaluated the performance of several
vitrectomy machines at the request of
the manulacturers, states the citation,

Dr Farokh Umrigar’s internationally
recognized expertise in the sphere of
urban public transport won him the
MNargis Adi Gandhi Memorial Award for
professional competence in 1988, Over
the years Umrigar has participated in
professional meetings with papers pre-



Alongside
(L 1o R}
Awardees N.
Shroff, Patel,
C. Shroff and
FPalia

pared in collaboration with other indi-
viduals accepted for presentation at na-
tional and intemational conferences and
for publication in professional journals.
During 1988 Umrigar’s papers on vari-
ous aspects of urban bus transit in India
were presented at the annual transport
and planning meet of the University of
Bath in the UK followed by similar
meels in France and Indonesia, notes
the citation. Umrigar’s award was ac-
cepted by his father.

The 1993 edition of the Mazda Edu-
cation Foundation Award, presented to
outstanding achievers in the spheres of
education, research, science and tech-
nology was conferred on Khurshid
Taraporewalla. Honorary treasurer of
the Montessori Training and Research
Trust established by the Holland-based
Association of Montessori International,
the octogenarian Taraporewalla has
dedicated her life to propagating the
movement, notes the citation. Educated
directly under Dr Maria Montessori,
Taraporewalla received the National In-
tegration Award 1993 from the Gramee-
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na Vidoyadaya Pathakam, a voluntary
organization for mobilizing rural educa-
tion which has been sponsored by the
National Integration Council. The award
recognized her unstinted. sincere and
long-standing contribution to Montessor
education.

Umpire, paper setter, disciplinanan
and administrator over the last 50 vears,
Dara Dotiwalla was conferred the Jiji D.
Irani Memorial Award for sports in 1986.
A member of the managing committee
of the Mumbai Cricket Association and
honorary secretary of its Board of Um-
pires, “1986 was the golden year of
Dotiwalla’s umpiring days,” reads his
citation. During that year he officiated at
the Ranji Trophy and Duleep Trophy
finals as well as the tied test match be-
tween India and Australia in Madras.
Dotiwalla’s wealth of cricket anecdotes
made him a hot favorite of the gathering
over the weekend.

Contending for party popularity was
cricket umpire Piloo Reporter who re-
ceived the Dr Dadi Balsara Award for
sports in 1992, The only Indian umpire

Sfeficitated by
Manekshaw (L to R)
15t row:
Taraparewalla,
Banaji, Doongaji
and lavia

2nd row: Engineer,
Umrigar, Dotiwalla
and Reporter

sclected to officiate in World Cup
matches in Australia and New Zealand
in 1992, as notes the citation, Reporter
had officiated in the first one-day inter-
national match in New Delhi between
India and Pakistan in 1983, the first test
match between England and India in
1984 and when neutral umpires were
appointed for the first time during the
Pakistan versus West Indies testmatches
held in 1986 in Lahore and Karachi,
states the citation.

Having received the Government of
India Sports Talent Search Scholarship
Awards for three consecutive years from
1993-94 1o 1995-96, Feroza Engineer
of Bombay’s Girton High School holds
the Maharashtra State Pentathlon Record
for 1996 which is yet to be surpassed,
notes the citation accompanying the Jiji
D. Irani Memorial Award for sports in
1996, In the approximately 30 recog-
nized athletic meets in which she has
participated Engineer secured first place
in 25 and established seven new meet
records, adds the citation. The sports
captain ofher school in 1997 the sprinter
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MATRIMONIAL

A 38-year-old Zoroastrian male,
B. Com, with a diploma in
computers, working for an

international bank and having own
accommodation in Mumbai seeks
aliance from home-loving,
good-natured, preferably
working women. Reply with
bio data and pholo (returnable) to:
The Advertiser

Parsiana, Matrimonial (Jan/4-99)*
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

"Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the relerence number cited hare.

Personal sale of
Authentic Parsi garas,
silver and gold and
jari borders
Contact: 2833078, 2873373

Sardar Dastur

Schools’ Trust

runs four renowned schools
right from pre-nursery to SSC,
imparting high level of education
through English medium, with
separate hostels for boys and
girls, and best mess facilities
{veg and non-veg). The school
has an excellent record in the
field of academics including
computers, as well as
extra-curricular activities like
karate, Indian and western
music. Students are sent up
for Hindi, Marathi and drawing
government exams.

Special concession
to deserving Zoroastrian
students may be considered.
Parents desiring to enrol their
wards in the schools’ hostels
are requested promptly to
write to or contact
The President
Sardar Dastur Schools' Trust
2 Lt Col Tarapore Road
Poona 411001
for the hostel prospectus,

15 @ 0 percent scorer in academic sub-
jeets and has completed several exami-
mations in clocution and chorus speech
from Trinity College, London,

D Dadi Balsara Award for sports in
1997 was bagged by Yohann Doongaji
i absentia, as he was then participating
in the Maharashira State Roller Skating
Championship in Bombay. The Nagpur
lad had raced to fourth place in all India
placements within a year of starting o

skate, staes the citation. In October 1997

Doongaji stood st in speed in the
Nagpur District Roller Skating Champi-
onships, captured two gold plus one
silver medal in the Maharashira State
Roller Skating Championship in Bom-
bay. Two months later he competed
against 300 participants in the 25th
MNational Roller Skating Championship
in Poona and bagged a silver medal in
the road race. Alermore wins in Nagpur
in 1998 Doongap was declared joint
district champion in the boys group
aged six 1o nine. Doongaji’s award was
accepted by his mother.

Captain of the Bombay swim tcam
for 1997 Riyvad Palia represented Maha-
rashtra at the National Championships

in Poona that year. winning one gold
and live silver medals. Earlier that year,
in the Maharashtra State Championship
Yalia had bagged hive gold and two
silver medals. In the course of the year
he also broke 15 records. The citation
accompanying the Jiji D. Irani Memo-
rial Award for sports in 1997 also noles
that Palia’s academic scores range in
the 705 in class X at 5t Andrews High
School, Bandra and that Internet sur-
fing is a pleasant pastime for the com-
puter buff.

The time range covered by the Fed-
eration awards was perhaps the widest
so far and is attributed o a time lag in
nominations reaching the Federation
secretariat. While this award ceremony
had the largest audience to date, with
perhaps the most prestigious member of
the community giving away some of the
awards, the function lacked the preci-
sion and sparkle that Rustom Anklesaria
normally brings to the event. The former
IAS officer and ex Bombay Parsi
Punchayet chiefl exccutive now heads
the Federation’s awards commiitee and
functions as its treasurer, but iliness had
not spared him for the 1998 event.

“The pyramid is very steep”
“Army life is a onc-way tickel,” says Lt
Col Firoze Patel. “1f you’re not made lor
it or your expectations are too high, it's
difficult for you and the organization,”
he amplifies.

The officer, whose bravery and zcal
in counterinsurgency operations in
Jammu and Kashmir won him the
Federation of Parsi Zoroasirian Anju-
s ol India’s Col Adi Tarapore Award
forexcellence in the military field, spoke
1o Parsiana on the pros and cons of life
in the services. While the services
provide varied exposure and experience,
a healthy way of life and the opportunity
to ravel, the aceent is on conlormily:
“You are slotied in.” says Patel. Nor is
it always possible o reach the top slo
because “the pyramid is very steep and
the promotions slightly slow.™ [Us the
ideal way of life however if you are not
unduly ambitious, implied the reticent
bachelor who is “quite happy™ reading
literature on psychology to help youths
develop personalities in relation 1o the
services. He is currently involved in
psychologically assessing candidates
desirous of joining the army as officers.

The product of a services-oriented
family with his father, brother and

maternal uncle pledged to the defence of

the nation, Patel says his “interaction

with Parsis has been limited” having
had several postings in forward and field
areas. Hence he is unable to explain the
dearth of Parsi officers now as compared
to the earlier decades of this century.
“Perhaps they don’t wanl to leave the
cities.” he hazards. “There may not be
enough exposure of the community to
the army unless they live in cantonment
areas.” Army life is not as comfortable
as civilian life, nor is it as lucrative as it
was 20 years ago, he adds. Morcover,
there is a “shortfall of officers in the
services (and) more so in the army.
(We're)not getting enough officers from
society at large.” Patel puts the com-
munity shortfall within the larger con-
text. The officers who are coming in are
the children of jawans. For them it’s an
achievement that their fathers couldn’t
attain, he explains.

Scion of a Hyderabad-based family,
Patel graduated from Poona's Fergusson
College before joining the army in 1980,
His penchant for parajumps, rock
climbing and handling a rifle (he won
the gold medal and Chatewode trophy in
rifle firing) served Patel well during his
hush-hush stint in Kashmir. Prior to that
he had held the glamorous job of ADC
o two Presidents of India where his
economy with words must have been a
major asset!
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Women, especially those from lesser literate families,

are a downtrodden lot. But not weak. They possess

immense traditional strengths that keep our social

fabric intact. All they need is a litthe support. Like clean

water, hygienic living facilities, health care, sources of income.
And yes, some literacy. Which is what we've been giving to
Kasarwadi's 70,000 residents.

Forbes Marshall is a 50 year old company involved in the
manufacture of Steam Engineering and Conirol
Instrumentation Systems. And while we excel in doing that,
we have recognised what our community needs.

We strive to provide services that help the residents

of Kasarwadi build a better living around themselves.

Not strengthening them. Just giving them support.

A small example of our giving to society

for what we've got from it

2YForbes
" Marshall

Mumbai-Pyune Road, Kasarwadi, Pune 411 034, India
Ted: 91(0) 212 - 794495, Fax 91(0) 212 - T9T413

LTS et ]




MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides (as
listed in this issue) ranged be-
tween 21 and 42 years, the arith-
metic mean (the total number of
individual ages divided by the
total number of brides) being
26 years, The corresponding Nig-
ures lor the grooms were 22 and
46 years, averaging atl 29 years.

For the month of December
there were 73 people who
breathed their last as compared
o 30 newborns., Hean discase
ook a toll of 23 lives of whom
nine were above the age of 80,
Fourteen victims succumbed 1o
preumonialung related discases,
eight to diabetes and five each to
kidney failure and hypenension,
Old age/general debility and can-
cer ¢laimed four Zoroastnans
each. whereas three patients fell
prey o brain disease and two (o
septicemia. Cerebral malania,
bronchitis, cercbral dementia,
liver disease, thromboc ytopenia
{a reduction in the number of
platelets in the blood), hemiple-
gia, hyperkalaemia (excessive
porassium in the blood), Alzhei-
mer’s disease and malarial fever
were the isolated cases regis-
tered for the last month of the
year. The age range fluctuated
between 19 and 100 vears. The
Zoroastrian life expectancy ol

birth for the month of Decem-
ber. in Bombay, wis 82 years

The data on births, marriages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
varions newsletters and anju-
mrans in India and abroad, cournts
and hospitals, This information
15 not always complete or con-
sistent: we are unable o carry
data from arcas where the
anjumians do not furmish te par-
ticulars; the hirth figures for
Bombay are supplicd by four
hospitals — births in suburban
hospitals and private nursing
homes are mot included unless
individuals send us mformation
together with o copy of the binth
certificate, There may be an in-
adventent repetition of names in
the marmiage list when a civil
marriage precedes a religious
ceremony. In the hreakup of
deaths according 1o illnesses,
expecially of the elderly, deathis
often due 1o a combination of
several diseases,

It readers have any births/
marmiagesideaths they would like
published, some prood o ensure
the veracily of the report would
be reguired. We are sure our
readers wounld appreciate this
regquirement and cooperate with
s,

BOMBAY

BORN

A boy to Kamalrmkl and
Ferhad Celali on November
29, 1998

A boy 1o Avan and Cyris
Mistry: December 3

A bov 1o D and Kerse
Telehvwellar, December 3

A girl to Sonali and Yeazd
oot December 4

A boy o Amjare and Faeled
Taraperwala, December 4

A girl. Kadzarine, o Julic and
Mehernosh Misiry, sister 1o
Anahita; December 5

A boy 1o Faral and Firdens
Bakfislieny; December 6

A boy, Karzan, 1o Meher and
Farhad Engineer, brother to
Meherab; December 6

A boy to Farzana and Viraf
Masier: December 7

A boy, Dinslaw, W Yasmin
and Karl Divecha, brother to
Ariza: December 10

A girl, Pasfunin, 1o Parinasz
and Meneckshea Dee
(Datiwela), December 11
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A boy o Beliroz and Rrstam
Muller, December 1

A boy o Farida amd Renjon
Munshi: December 11

A girl e Aver andd Neville
Poonawalla; December 12

A girl v Ruekshena and Feroze
Titirser: December 12

A boy o Faral and Perey
Anrvadier; December 14

A boy, Ravaan, w Parizad
and Maliwenosh Bhager:
December 14

A girl o Veera and Jov Paref,
sister 1o Anaisha; December 15
A boy o Yewmre and Avedlesiir
Biflpnerie, December 16

A girl o Meliroze and Fiedosh
Gawelin: December 19

A bow o Sintecn and Breregess
Cerdeabrerweller, December 20

A girl w Kaxhmire and Reestenn
Taleutr: December 21

A boy, Zews. o Malital and
Dararvis Clhhapbfvanawerda,
brother to Shaleen:

Decemblér 22

A il v inevier amdd Fovvninez
Aderimwalla;, December 23

A boy o Ruby and Ravennaid
Bhathena; December 23

A boy 1o Tanva and Arvind
Dilrash: December 24

A girl to Farida and Reustom
Hiramaneck: December 24

A girl to Neaacy and Burzin
Aga: December 25

A Doy, Sharakh, w0 Tanaz and
Adhil Bhesania, brother o
Aarish; December 25

A boy 1o Zenolia and Farhad
Llwalla, brother o Rushad;
December 30

A boy, Varzan, W Zenobia and
Viraf Shaveri, December 31

MARRIED

Rocv Pervez Kakalo and
Kaivinnars Buvjor Contractor,
Movember 22

Frewak Nariman Povrd and
Rerleieeteons Slreoveck Finter,
November 22

Shuhenaz Nanshiv Mogrelia
and Nekzer Noshier Weediar:
Movember 22

Seonveentcrz Shalvenekle Navtman
and Rk Neslir
Billimorier, November 26
Acashish Ereecly Cener and Adlil
Minawr Dineller; November 26
Denaz Evoch Kheonbaltte

and Zelsin Fareekh Chichigar;
Movember 27

Khushmen Narvtman Palia
and Frervakl Sofi frang;
Movember 27

Teneez Rustom Vartava and
Hormezdar Rustonn fram;,
Movember 29

Firoza Keki Engineer and
Murzlban Fali Shroff.
Movember 29

Percis Aspr Pastekia and Visps
Nessfrir Driver; November 30
Difsfiend Ardeshiv Limbi and
Forzad Bowi Mistry,
Movember 30

Nerverz Restean Coroprerr ainad
Rrisronn Disshaon Baelivada,
December |

Nozmeen Keki Khambatta
amdd Daveshier Sellv Mranxi;
December 3

Anaehira Jamshed Sumovala
and Firoze Dinshedr Patel;
December 3

Sasnvine Nezer Lrani of Dahanu
R and Parfrecs Shivaz Cimi:
December 4

Pervin Pevev Blvenef and
Jinwny Maneck Mithaiwalla,
December 4

Feaovafugez Sinemy Vo and
Al Erissshiaw Docter:

December 5

Shernaar Ratan Todiwalla and
Zubin Kersi Patel, December 5
Armin Farlang Farzadi and
Faredoon Boman frani;
December 6

Nifufer Minoo Engineer and
Shezad Eric Gandevia,
December 7

Khushnaz Behram Laskari and
Rohimten Adi Kanga of Thana;
December 7

Franuck Baji Patel and Hufrid
Jelangivshaw Patel;
December 7

Benaifer Minoa Melta and
Cvrus Host Khajotia,
December 8

Maki Phiroze Elavia and
Khurshed Kekhushen Mehtea of
MNagpur; December 8

Sherna Dinyar Wadia and
Rustom Khurshed Jamaji of
Singapore; December 10
Parizad Minoo Mistry and
Zubin Minoo Sarjana;
December 10

Bakinawar Homi Gobwalla and
Adil Jimeny Toty: December 10
Shenar Rezashal Chotlua of
Vapi and Vistasp Sorabji
Mewawalla: December 11
Avrmaity Viraf Bharucha of
Austin, Texas and Viraf
Dinshaw Parel; December 11
Sehelerazade Farokh Daver
and Darayvus Parvez Sarkari,
December 11

Tanaz Daeravas Master and
Cyrus Maneck Golimar:
December 12

Freay Kersi Mistry and
Kaezad Hector Karanjawala,
December 13

Naney Farokh Todivala

and Percy Cawas Marfitia;
December 14

Rickhnaz Homi Bookbinder
and Relrinton Rustom Waeia of
Poona; December 14

Rosfmi Seli Magra and Keki
Hoshang Bapune;

December 15

Defna: Nadar Barta and Edidy
Darayas Batty; December 15
Dienerz Behram Blraracha of
Ahmedabad and Sherzad
Marazban frand, December 15
Kasfumira Dara Finter and
Katwean Savak Balsara,
December 16

Difneivaz Darayus Trani of
Vasai and Pors Shapoor
Fitter; December 20

Beroz Pesi Bhopis of Navsan
and Mehernoz fal Astin;



Steamship agents -- master stevedores
dubashes -- lighterage contractors

Darabshaw B. Cursetjee’s
Sons (Bombay) Pvt Ltd

Darabshaw House, Ballard Road, Bombay 400038
Grams: DEADWEIGHT Telex: 5824 DBCB IN
Phone: 2610021 (4 lines) (Dock Office: 2612230)

Also associates at
Calcutta,Vishakhapatnam, Kakinada,
Mangalore, Bhavnagar, Bedi-port, Navlakhi,
Veraval, Porbunder & Kandla

Also sole Government landing contractors
at Jamnagar, (Bedi) Bhavnagar




December 22

Malaruklt Befiram Stortv and
Rofvinton Jal Bhamgara;
December 22

Meler Beliram Khejotia and
Murazban Firoz Patel,
December 24

Goolnaz Ronny Dick and
Cyrus Pest Debara
December 25

Vialtbiz Burjor Thanawalla
and Sam Shiavay Genetler
December 25

Firoza Khurshed Jamagi

andd Lubin Dara frant;
December 25

Naazneen Pervez Defal and
Firdosh Khuslhrov Wadia;
December 26

Diana Porrusasp Khajardia of
Alexandna, Virginia and
Cyris Viraf Blworncha of
Burke, Virginia: December 27
Navaz Jehanbux Dasioor and
Malceme Dinghaw Misory:
December 27

Armasty Noshir Misery of
Poona and Farroklt Belvamji
Shroff, December 28

Meher Jamshed Tatna and
Jinnry Kertkfeshora
Colabavala; December 30

DIED

Putla Nadirsha Anklesaria
(78). residing at Sushila
Bhavan Co-op Hsg Soc,
Station Rd, Vasai (W),
401201; November 30

Coennt Rustamji Bajan (77),
14, Manekji Petit Block,
Marzban Clny, Gilder Lane,
Tardeo, 400008; November 30
Erach Sorvabji Kapadia (94),
Queens Chmbs, 89, M, Karve
Rd, 400020; November 30
Perin Cawas Muallan (82),
AS42, Meherzin, Wodehouse
R, Colaba, 400005;
Movember 30

Nergish Samshedii Dianasia
(700, Cfo H. Y. Munsif, Af27,
Godre) Baug, Napean Sea Rd,
400026: December |

Commie Pliroze Merwangi
(897, Pallonji Mans, 43, Culle
Parade, 400005; December |
Dhangishenw Burjorfs Jijthra
(89}, Banaji Bldg, Forjeu St
Cross Lane, Gowalia Tank,
400036; December 2

Achi Krestomfs Misiry (63),
Cr29, Bhagat Ngr, Grant Rd,
400007: December 2
Phirozeshalt Newrojee Parel
(700, 10, Sunita, Firozeshah
S, Santacruz (W), 400054;
December 3

Aloo Ratan Ghadiali (76),
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189, Hirabai Petn Bldg, Grant
R, 400007; December 4
Mary Nusserwanji Cassinatly
(84), Laxmi Mivas, 26-26/D,
Napean Sea Rd. J00036:
December 5

Riisrenn Selremngir Kerkeria
(900, 384/A, Kapadia Mans,
Grant Rd. 400007 December 5
Hiva Reamver Tertes (79), 50,
Hill Rd, Bandra (W), S00050;
December 5

Ketty Hoshang Sorkari (64),
26711, Mavjivan Soc,
Lamington R, 400005;
December 6

Dinstarw Conwasii Tergra (740,
AXF-21. Dubash Bldg. Old
Khareghat Clny, Hughes Rd,
400007 December 6

Perin Kavas Vazifelar (80,
Krishna Niwas, 790, Jame
Jamshed Rd. Parsi Clny,
Daclor, 20001 4; December 6
Hemer Minecler Bana (8(1),
Dihuin Mhl, Garden Rd,
Colaba, 40003%; December 7
Dyifbver Sovah frans (T4), 54,
Hirabai Petit Bldg, Grant R,
400007; December 7

Soli Shapurii Kalvachwaolla
(763, Cfo Dr B. Y. Khambatta,
Shushrut Mo |, B. P. T. Hosp
OQris. Wadala (E). J0037:
December 7

Jelives Serfi Frevmroze (800, 205,
Marine Drive, J0020;
December 8

Natjeonneii Pestonji Karadia
(R0), 197, Panthaky Baug,
Andheri (E). 400064
December 8

Crevealbari Jemsheadii Peornthaky
(7). 8. Raj Mhl. 84, Veer
Mariman Bd, J00020;
December 8

Khorshed Neoslir Dastoor
(93} M/43, Cusrow Baug, S,
B. R, 4000349; December 9
Connoalbaii Seovarkshir Keavanfier
(X8 Y, The Crescelt, Alexius
Rd, Bandra, 400050;
December 9

M Ernclishonw Meandviwala
(82} 194, Wilson Bldg,

Dr Ambedkar Rd, Dadar,
S00014: December 9
Keksfoo Hervmesgi
Billimorio (76), Bakhtawar,
703, 5. B, Rd, Colaba,
400005; December 10

Alerr Buoseenn CGlaalicels (79),
Ava Mans, 230, Tardeo Rd,
400007; December 100

Minoe Ardeshir Trami (65), 19,
Mahalaxmiwalla Bldg, Slemer
R, 400007 December 10
Cowmnie Dovalyii Oomrigar
(78}, 406, Dholakia Apts,

Mahakali Caves Rd, Andheri
(E), 400003, December 10
Beners Nanabliov Banaji (75),
7. Soona Mhl, 143, Marine
Drive. 400020; December 11
Jal Daralyi Bananwalla (93),
149, Ravindra Mans, Sir
Dinshaw Vatcha Rd,
Churchgate Recl, 400020;
December 11

Phivoze Manchershaw
Bharnela (74), 4, Petit Bldg,
Grant Rd, S0007;

December 11

Bewnenr Pestongi Bodhanwala
(863, Homi Hall, Lawrence
Rd, Devial, 422401
December 11

Alewy Melierwan Mevelanr
(713 B-11/101, Florentine,
Hiranandam Gardens, Powai,
400076: December 11

Dara Eraehshaw Mikedam
(87). B, The Reward, 220,
Tardeo Rd, 400007;
December 11

Khorshed Avdesiir Rabadi
(903, 8 (163, Darawalla Bldg,
145, Alibhai Premyi Marg,
Grant Rd, 400007;
December 11

Dinsleny Manecksiaw
Batliweeler 1839, Batliwalla
Villa, Sleater Rd, Grant Rd,
400007: December 12

Freny Savak Daraowalla (77),

Zaverbanu Ter, 670, Rd no 13,

Parst Cliny, Duadar, 400014;
December 12

Croronlbart Minrocher Hansotia
(86). 5/A, Balmoral Hall,
Moum Mary Rd, Bandra (W),
40005 December 12

Reri Diwinjisheor Blesania
(743 611, Jame Jamshed Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
December 13

Rustemfi Dinsfiawi
Clisniwerla (93), 5/B, Rawal
Pindiwalla Bldg, Tribhavan
R, 400004; December 13
Dalezerdd Rediinion
Jeelgennnwalla (19), B57/551,
M. 1. G. Clny, Bandra (E),
4NNI5 1 December 13

Dodlv Restomji Merchanr (77,

7. Rarak Haven, Darabsha
Lane, O Napean Sea Rd,
400026; December |3
Fenobia Pivosha Misted (95),
Reay Hse, BEST Marg.
400039; December 13
Soralyii Dinshenwji Fitter (88),
25, Asha Kunj, 2nd Parsee
Wada, V. P. Rd, 400004;
December 14

Sovnan Noshir Grant (77).
1£36, A. H. Wadia Baug,
Parel Tank Rd, 400033;

December 14

Dara Blimjibhoy Patel (75),
27, Panthaki Clny. Andheri
(E), 400069; December 14
Jad Manchersha Khambata
(85). 181, Surti Chmbs, Znd
Dhobitalae Lane, 400002;
December 16

Mani Bapoo Mama (79), Clo
Keki 5. Mama, Hardinge Hse,
Gowalia Tank Rd, 400036;
December 16

Daral Dosabhai Bajan (76),
Avan Mans, 230, Tardeo Rd,
400007 December 18

Dihen Maneckshaw Unwalla
(71}, 327, Bhagatsingh Rd,
Fort, 400038; December 18
Rateansha Merwanji Batiwala
(70, Vevai Villa, 686,
Kharcghat Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; December 19
Hilla Phiroze Framroze (72),
Dhun Villa, 615, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Daclar, 400014; December 20
Nelly Vispi Spencer (62), B/2,
Tata Clny. Sir Ratan Tata Rd,
Tardeo, 400034; December 20
Dhun Sohrabji Misiry (73), B,
Banoo Mans, Cumballa Hill,
400036; December 21

Naval Pirajshaw Writer (86),
P/32, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; December 21

Jal Noshirwan Billimoria
(88}, C. Imperial Mhil,
Khodadad Circle, Dadar,
400014; December 22
Khorshed Ardeshir frani (73),
C. Vacha Bldg. Captain Clny,
Tardeo, 400034; December 22
Dandar Hermusji Kaka (73),
B/10, Tardeo Chmbs,
Kashinath 5t, Tardeo,

400034; December 22

Dali Pestonji Sukheshwalla
(58}, 5, Karai Villa, Sri Ram
Kripa Hsg Soc, Bhardawadi,
Ancheri (W), 400058;
December 22

Kery Bomansha Melita (83),
64, Tardeo Court, Javji Dadaji
R, 400007, December 23
Atmai Maneckii Patel (94),
MNew Khan Bldg, Chikalwadi,
Tardeo Rd, 400007,
December 23

Rustom Framroz
Weorkingboxwalla (30), Bode
Bldg, Marzban Clny, Gilder
Lane, 400008; December 23
Goola Samshedji Bifia (90),
654, Firdoshi Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; December 24
Homai Pireshaw Karari (100,
Fiaona, 176, Juhu Tara Rd,
Juhu, 400049, December 24
Reshan Jal Patel (77), 207,
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Pradyu Sadan, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Matwnga, 400019,
December 24

Homi Faramroze Paver (64),
194, Talat Bldg, 194,
Khetwadi Back Rd, Girgaum,
S00004; December 24
Mieheroo Naval Cooper (68),
B/45, Gool Mhl, Sleater Rd,
400007; December 25
Phiroze Vival Ankleswaria
(60), 24/25, Asha Mhl, N,
Gamadia Bd, 400026;
December 26

Nejenent Narinien Chinroy (92),

A4, Cusrow Baug, 5. B, Rd.,
400039: December 26

Freav Hovmusji Dadrawalla
{85 311, Awr Apts, Opp
Fariyas Hotel, Minoo Desa
Marg. Colaba, 400005;
December 26

Faramroze Diwnjishow Firer
(51). /5. Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, SN 2;

December 26

Hoshi Sehangir Lelinwala
(61), B, The Reward, 220,
Tardeo Rd, 400007;
December 27

Mt Ardeshir Driver (83),
C/15, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400034 December 29
Shirinbai Ardestur Motaowara

(86). 12, Khareghat Clny, N. 5.

Patkar Marg, 400007;
December 29

Ruxtam Raransha Naorogs (84),

Gi22, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
A00039; December 29
Minocher Burjorji Pastakia
(78}, 4. M. P. Agiary St, Grant
R, 400007; December 29

DEHRA DUN

DIED

Noshir Nowraji Kapadia
(92}, husband of Tehmina;
Cetober 8

DELHI

MARRIED

Toosima F. Major and Homi
Candini, son of Margaret and
Keki: December 26

NAVSARL

DIED

Pirezsha Manekji Asundaria,
hushand of Nargis and father
of Villie. Minoo and Firdosh:
July 31

POONA

HEDR

Freny Rustomjt Byramyji (86),
74, Wanowrie Garden,

41 1040; November 10
Jamshed Erveclt Sanjeana (70),
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FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
Bombay India
This issue  1593* This issue
BIRTHS
Boys 20 15 -
Girls 1 | 1
MARRIAGES
Parsi 50 253 7
INTERCOMMUNAL
Males marned oul - KT -
Females married oul — 36 —_
DEATHS
CONSIGNED
Males K| 479 15
Females 46 513 8
CREMATED
Males — 7 —
Females - 4 -

*Running totals for 1398 (January1998-January 1999 issues)
Overseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremaled.

*These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

World
1998* This issue 1995
1 5 45
5 1 32
14 4 18
1 1 2
1 2 9
116 10 48
g2 5 44

2720, Guruprasad Sow, 24,
Bund Garden Rd, 411001
Movember 15

Rosfan Feroze Dajee (52),
585, Sachapir S1. Camp.
411001: November 17
Pestongs Ardeshir Beathe (85),
30, Konark Abhishek, New
Salisbury Park R, 411037;
Movember 24

Kersi Evuch Claney (46), 7,
Serene Est, Kondhwa Rd.
411040; November 29

SURAT

BIED

Beormanshioe Maneks Melitea
(793, Sutar Falia, Bardoli,
304601 October 9

Hillanred Hivaji Peralric (89),
Mear Shahenshahi Atash
Behram, Bibiniwadi, Sayed-
pura, 395003: Oclober 15
Minewr Pestenji Twrel (63),
Popat St, Nanpura, 395001;
October 26

Seom Ervchisle Bhethesa (61),
Samrath Park. Adajan Rd,
305003 November 11

Fali Jahangivii Baitiwala (64),
Musarvanji File, Bhusawal,
425201; Movember 14
Shravakxler Barjorfi Sijina (74),
Marimgn Home and Infirmary,
Shahpore, 395003,

Movember 23

Jefanbsy Keavasie Dalal (49),

Malesar 51, Rustompura,
395002; November 27
Erichasha Nasarvangi
Hillinwala (903, Dahla
Moholo, Rustompuri.
395002; November 27
Dadet Dranjisha Hatarviva
(9, Sumvali, Taluka
Choyarsi: December 5
Retenas Jemshedii Doctor
(83). Nariman Home and
Infirmary, Shahpore,
395003: December 10
Divanimat Dhangislieey Chacha
(#5), Nariman Home and
Infirmary. Shahpore,
395003; December 16
Nersman Klnersfreedji
Madanmwala (70). Allahi
Baug, Rustompura,
395002; December 30

VADODARA

BORN

A girl, Navasha, 1o Dinaz and
Yexdi Umrigar; August 2

MARRIED

Huetonns Tehuris Anklesaria and
Farakh Madon, October 5
Huroksi Beavaedam and
Hewnvar Wadia: November 5
Alice Siganporia and Cyrus
Palseriar, Movember 15
Hufrish Dinyar Tadivalla and
Neavimen Mirza:, December 11
Nenev Beahacior Parel and .

Vispi Nariman Patva;
December 27

Armaity Hivaji Wedia and
Cyrus Dali Parel;
December 31

MED

Aspi Cawasji Gai (56); July 11
Shirinbai Ernch fal (85),

July 15

Pilloo Gustadji Kavina (55);
July 30

Phiroze Kekhasfrn Talan (52);
September 30

CANADA

British Columbia

MARRIED

Jean MacRBae and Farahad
Dastoor, son of Dolly and
Phiroze al Robert's Creck;
February 7

Avmnaity Namiranian and
Parviz Javanmardi: June 27

DIED

Beanoo Poulad-Neshirvan

{ Rakiwa) (82), mother of
Parvin Zartoshty, Rostam and
Poulad at North Vancouver;
August 18

Ontario

MARRIED

Soona Kothawala, daughter
of Aban and Noshir, and
Christopher Cardin, May 17
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The Iranian names of boys and girls
along with their meanings which

originally appeared in Parsiana have
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L
& i 24-page booklet. The book, which is
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o N & T on sale at:
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Quebec

BORN

A bov, Zachary, to Leena and
Aurelio Useche a1 Quebec;
July 18

IRAN
Tehran

DIED

Stmialake Stabaksiy Torky (62).

mother of Mehry Farzanch;
March 31

IRELAND
Dhualslin

BORN

A bow 1o Aneercaleer and Feli

MARRIED
Freny Wadiwalla, doughter
of Zann and Manman, and
Mehiero: Rabadi of Indiana.
L'SA. son of Roda and
Hoshang; June 17

Freny DNueiishaw Parel (65);

September 27

Sherin Nenisleorwan Boasiond

(TH): September 29

Aspry Hovmeizdd Troeni { Vitfuedl )
173%: October 2

Raraenr Dinslene Aear (75
October 7

Voo Byramijee Collecior {77}
October 12

Fesrnislyered Dhosserblyosy Ulssnirigan
(730 October 13

er K. Katrak (66):

Musren
Moy

THATLAND
Bangkok
MED

Miarreeks IMepanipiniie Derver (63),

hushand of Dilnavice and Guher

of Roxana Peter Masscon amd
Fannar: December 6

LSA
Calilornia

SMARRIED

*earl Muraff, daughier ol Vi
and Pest of Odiawsa, Canada
angd Sk e Alcrsfine, son
of D and Burjor of Costa
Mlesa, Califorma at Los

Angeles: July 4

IMED
Lanttnnenrvond Kesvant at
Huntington Beach: August 15

Kleelerverr Axhoogahanian (T7).

tather of Homa Bouzarhomehr
Bidabadi and Daruish at San
Jose; September 8

Colorado

MED

Jelneir Pocla (63), son ol
Gierty and late Dhun and
brother of Mike wt Denver:
August 4

kentucks
fEHEN
red, 1o Neener and

“ how, Ka
Cvros foshe:

July 29

Massachusells
MARRIED

Reaxlina Kieeenwaller, daughicr
of Acmaity and Humy, and
Foed Staed ot Boston;

August |

1

Mitrreok st
Zanne Dumasia al Boston;

July 12

MNew Jersey

MARRIED

Kamal Kapadia and Adif Heera-
maneck of Long Beach, New
York at Paramus; October 17

Pennsylvania

BORN

A boy, Jamshed, w0 Shireen
and Hormuzshaw Wania at
Lehanon; May 22

Texas

iveN

A girl, CMivia Zarine, 10
Tevmt and Semshed Rivemna:
November 19

Washington

GRS

A |\.|:._ Dieereives, 1o Sier and
Alex Boston: Movember 19

Wisconsin
1]

Croxhitesp Expantng (83),

husband of MNakhostin and
Father of Abuin and Axin at
Madison; Seplember 27

Compiled by Roxana AL Drver
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IN MEMORIAM

Aga’s architectural acumen

Died: Jamshed Burjor Aga, 82, presi-
dent of the [ranian Zoroastrian Anjuman
(IZA) and former president of The In-
dian Institute of Architects on August 3.
1998 in Bombay following cardiac ar-
rest,

One of the seniormost Fellows ol
The Indian Institute of Architects (ITA),
Aga was considered “a source of inspi-
ration” by the members of the fraternity,
acknowledged a condolence letter from
the Institute. As was recalled in another
condolence letter: “The Nagpur Centre
of the IIA was inaugu- .
rated on August 26, 1973
at the hands of Jamshed
B. Aga, then president,
1IA: The Nagpur Cenire
is celebrating its silver
Jubilee this year and we
had hoped to invite Ar-
chitect Agato Nagpur on
this oceasion.”

A fourth generation
architect who took pride
in being proprietor ol the
family's 130-year-old
firm Shapoorjee N. Chandabhoy and
Company, the oldest firm of architects
in Maharashtra, for the last over 10
years Aga had opted to dissociate his
company from construction activities.
Disillusioned with the prevailing cul-
wre of bribes, delays and deterioration
of labor and material. his rationale as
explained to Parsiana in 1994 (sce "Yel
another landmark.” Parsiona, Febru-
ary-March) was he would “neither be
able 1o cure the system nor endure.”

He was an architect who liked (o
build enduring structures keeping in
mind the climatic conditions and finan-
cial resources of the client. Insisting on
personal supervision, he would even
climb the 30 storeys of the Union Bank
building at Nariman Point when it was
under construction. Among the other
monuments builtby their firm in Bombay
were the Cama Athornan Institute w
Andheri, the Petit Sanatorium at Cum-
balla Hill, the mosque and St Mary’s
Church at Bandra. The agiarics in Bom-
bay built by their firm were Sethna,
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Aga: a pillar of strength
Photo: Ratan R. Mody

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Batliwala, Mithaiwala, Motlibai Wadia,
Fasli...Among other communily institu-
tions they had erected were the Sardar
Dastur Boys' and Girls" Schools at
Poona, the orphanage and clockiower in
memory of Peshotan Marker in Yazd,
Iran. Notable were their palaces too, al
Gwalior. Rajpipla...

Ader opting o halt their construction
activities Aga chose o officiate as an
arbitrator, being a member of the Indian
Council of Arbitrators. and advisor on
important architectural matters brought
belore him. Earlier he had
also [unctioned as a fire
loss assessor as also esiate
duty and wealth tax valuer.
Commending his seniorily
and expericnce. the con-
dolence letter from Sharad
Ranadive. partner of Greg-
son Baley and King, ac-
knowledged that he had
learnt a lot from Aga.

One of the avant garde
projects that he wanted 1o
undertake was an under-
the-sea restaurant near Nariman Point at
Bombay. Wanl ol promaolers or sponsors
made him abandon his dream plan, re-
marking, “Aavica bhaavé aavsn aré
Learsoe (wee' Il take it up in our next life).”

Most of the condolence letters re-
ceived by the family refer w Aga’s wil,
his jovial and [riendly nature making
him popular among his varied friends’
circle of architects, Freemasons and Li-
ons. Yet, when the need arose, “he ex-
pressed his views without reservation,”
noted a write-up in The Tines of fuedia of
August 18, Critical of developments at
MNariman Point and a proposed mult-
storey car park at Hormiman Circle, one
ol his colleagues recalls Aga making his
point in the presence ol the then urban
development minister Rafig Zakariawho
eventually dropped the proposal. Be-
sides serving as chairman of the expert
committee appointed by the Govern-
ment of India under the Architects Reg-
istration Bill, he was a member of the
panel of economy in construction ap-
pointed by the Planning Commission of

the Government of India, of the advi-
sory committee of the Bombay Munici-
pal Corporation regarding the develop-
ment plan of Greater Bombay, of the
Bombay Building Repairs and Recon-
struction Board.

Early 1997 Agahad been featured on
the cover of the Journal of the Indian
Institute of Archirects for being “a pillar
of strength and respect for the archi-
tect...” While the write-up attributed his
success o “wil, wisdom and worth,”
Aga who had studied architecture at the
1. 1. School of Art, before qualifying as
a registered, incorporated and finally
chartered architect, laughed it off, pre-
ferring to give credit to “work, wine and
women.”

“Mothing pleased him more than o
give and make others happy,” mentions
his son Naozer, adding, “This was the
project...that he completely dedicated
himsell 1o for many years before his
passing away.” Echoing these sentiments
Lion Dr Jehangir Major noted, “The
zoodness of his nature, the sweetness of
his smile and his zest to do things for
others were some of the excellent quali-
tics he possessed.” The Parsee Engi-
neers’ and Architects” Union, where Aga
was president, commended his “various
accomplishments...and particularly his
acts of benevolence...” “He had dedi-
cated his meaningful life to the good of
humanity with lofty thoughts and ac-
tions,” acknowledged Dr Feroze and
Aban Duggan of London, adding, “We
will never forget the courage and fore-
sight with which he guided us in his
usual splendid manner.”

Among the many community chari-
table institutions where Aga served as
rustee were the Framjee Cawasjee In-
stitute, Maneckji Cooper Education
Trust, Navajbai Mulla Education Trust,
Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy Charity Fund,
The Zoroastrian Building Fund... “A
great source of help and inspiration 1o
the Anjuman,” he was associated with
the IZA since the 19305 when his father
Burjor was the president. During
Jamshed Aga's |3-year stint as IZA
president until his demise, he oversaw



the Anjuman’s assets valued at Rs 50
lakhs in securities with the 1,500 acres
of land in Palghar serving as the finan-
cial backbone toconduct the Anjuman’s
many activities. Besides offering finan-
cial assistance 10 the needy, the IZA is
also imvolved in promoting educational,
vocational and religious causes (see “The
assisting anjuman,” Parsiana, March
1986). “Despite his professional and
social vocations (Aga) devoted his valu-
able time for the affairs of the trusts and
in maiters relating to the properties of
the trusts,” noted a condolence resolu-
tion passed by the Sir Jamsetjee Jejee-
bhoy Charity Fund.

In honor of the “encyclopaedia of
Lionism...who breathed Lionism,” ajoint
condolence meeting was convened by
the governors of three districts at Bom-
bay’s Cama Hall on August 18, 1998. It
was recalled that his lewerhead bore the
message: “Live every day the Lions
way: ‘Service pure, unselfish service,
all through life’s allotted span, nurtures,
strenghtens, widensand lengthens man’s
affinity with man.™

In September 1998 Aga was 1o re-
ceive the 60-vear jewel for as many
years of association with Freemasonry,
But that was not 1o be for Aga breathed
his last in August. Hence on Octoher 29,
19938, it was a funeral lodge service held
Jjointly by three lodges where he was a
member to bid farewell 10 “a perfec
ritvalist and owur guiding inspiration.
He brought our Lodge from the abyss
of darkness to light.” noted the condo-
lence letter from The Lodge Star of
India.

His association with different causes
seemed endless: he was founder chair-
man of The Maharashira State Anti Tu-
berculosis Association, former chair-
man of the Bombay Mothers and Chil-
dren Welfare Society...

Yet, according o his sons Naozer
and Vistasp, “He fully met the test of
fatherhood...He was always there for us,
fully dependable with tremendous intel-
ligence. foresight and wisdom.” The sys-
tematic and perfectionist architect who
was cremated is known (o have aken
care 1o “taperccord his own obituary™
which was played at the condolence
meeting organized at the 1. 1. College of
Architecture. In his own words, reported
earlier in Parsiana, 1 want 10 be remem-
bered on this earth as an archilect who
lived respected and died regretted.”

The dedicated architect is survived
by his sons Naozer and Vistasp.
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“A COUNTRY APART”

continued from page 20

maring valuer and surveyor Behram
Cooper as vice president, taxi fleet owner
Firoz Pestonji as seeretary, and accoun-
tant and computer expert Mehrnosh
Buhariwalla as treasurer. They conduct
picnics, outings and BBOs “just 1o keep
together.” The ZAWA Chronicle, a bi-
monthly newsletter has been launched
and is self-financing through advertise-
ments. Within ZAW A s short lifespan it
has chalked up a balance of Aust 55,000
from membership fees and functions and
they collected another $350 1o help
Zoroastrians affected in an accident in
Tebron that they learnt about on Inter-
net.

Wadia’s aim during his year-long
tenure is o have a place of their own, as
almost every other community has one.
They have identified a beawtiful plot
thanks 1o an Iranian Zoroastrian lady
working in the department of land ac-
quisition, he says.

A section of the community wants
some land to be demarcated for Zoroas-
trians only atthe local cemetery grounds.
Wadia has told his commitee members
o pursue the objective if they're so
inclined. Wadia himself favors the elee-
tric crematorium where there is “no
eipuntent (insult) o the atash”™ with the
ashes being seattercd in the “beautiful
King's Park where certain avenues are
nominated for ashes, grow a tree, put a
plague there” Wadia considers it an
environmentally friendlier form of dis-
posal and has nominated that form lor
himsell. Hitherto there have been two
deaths, both cremated, with the commu-
nity rallying around and Pavri conduct-
ing the prayers, informs Wadia.

With the vounger generation num-
bering arcund 35 and ranging in age
from three months to 30 years, ZAWA s
seeking 1o embark on religious educa-
tion. "(We) don’t know how to strike a
balance. Either i's too ritualistic and
rabid which puzzles children or very
very general,” Wadiadescribes the birth
pangs. Humbandagi that he witnessed a
Bombay's Banaji Alash Behram is an
ideal that his heart is set on, “once we
have a place of our own.” His intention
15 1o take a young mobed there 1o live
life like the rest of us™ and discharge his
religious duties in his spare time, wel-
come visiting children and, through con-
versation, “change their frame of mind.™
The two or three prayer meetings they
have held so far have been disappoint-

ing, he admits. “Everyone has forgotien
Navroze and Pateti for 20 1o 25 years.
The children of first generation immi-
grants stayed away because they knew
nothing else.”

Until ZAWA was born, about 50
like-minded individuals used 10 meet
every year at someone's place with con-
tributions of lagan nu bhonu (festive
food). The fare had to be only Parsi
dishes. Wadia extolled public servant
turned taxi driver Persis Marfatia's kaleji
and Villee Khambatta's sas-ni-machi.

The community includes public ser-
vanis and professionals like one doctor
and several accountanis. Five of them
are taxi owners. Others are professional
laxi and bus drivers. With gestures and
expressions reminiscent of his humorist
father Jimmy, Wadia charades the usual
reception (raised eyebrows, dropped
jaws) he gets from the community when
they learn that the president of ZAW A is
a bus driver! The air-conditioned and
fully computerized taxis and buses pro-
vide a secure and decent living, he af-
firms, adding happily that there is “nota
single Zoroastrian family on the dole
queue” and no Zoroastrian works as a
domestic.

The year-old ZAW Ajis too nascent o
participate in the proposed Federation
of Australian and Far East Associations
which aims 1o incorporate Burma,
Singapore, New Zealand, Australia and
Hong Kong Zoroastrians, says Wadia.
Dr Sam Kerr of Sydney had come to
Perth to invite ZAWA 10 join but “we
have written to him that at this stage we
can’tafford the contribution because we
have other things on our agenda like a
place of our own. From write-ups and
visits we feel that the logistics might
lead to misunderstandings... thedistances
are oo greal.” Nor is ZAWA a member
of the World Zoroastrian Organisation,
Wadia clarifies.

While wife Khurshid works for the
Australian Army’s ordnance department,
their elder son, Jamsheed (19), is study-
ing environmental management. Firoze
( 16) will be going into his Tertiary En-
trance Exam that will qualify him for the
university, With basic education incom-
merce, Wadia had been minding the
family’s timber business in Bombay until
he emigrated.

“Our duty is to assimilate and give
loyalty,” says Wadia of their new life in
Australia. “People tend to compare notes
with what they've left behind, but they
do not want to go back...”
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