Sl SY E66171HdY




THE PURE SODA

Bisleri
CLUB SODA

Bisleri goes through an elaborate process to
ensure purity. The water is filtered four times.
A silver treatment ensures further purity.
And, for greater hygiene, Bisleri uses a
PVC-lined cap instead of a cork crown.

. Even the carbon dioxide gas used is heated,
filtered and purified.

Yes, Bisleri takes a lot of care.
Ask for Bisleri Club Soda
when you want a pure soda,




EDITOR Jehangir R. Patel

MANAGING EDITOR Amavaz S. Mama
EXECUTIVE EDITOR Parinaz M. Gandhi
ASSISTANT EDITOR Roxana A. Mirza

DESIGN Kranti M. Shilotri,
Varghese Fernandez

MARKETING DIRECTOR Veera Patal
ADVERTISING MANAGER Zarin Mistry

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Hormazd M. Dastur

CHIEF EXECUTIVE Rustom Thanavala
FINANCE B. L. Arora

EDP Rehinton E. Daroga

CTP Bakhtavar R. Batiiwalla, U. Raghunathan

SUBSCRIPTION/CIRCULATION Behram
Umrigar, Khurshid Panthaki, Bindu Pillai,
Khureshan Mandviwalla

MANAGEMENT Jasmine Driver
OFFICE Nowzer Batliwala

OFFICE ASSISTANTS Umesh Poojary,
Selvan Mark, Sunil Sakhare, Pramod Patil

April 1993
Volume 15 Number 10

2 Readers' Forum

10 Events and Personalities

16 Zoroastrians Abroad

23 Jamshed Guzder: “Here to serve” by Arnavaz Mama

29 Looking through stained glass by Parinaz Gandhi

33 Books

36 Milestones

40 In Memoriam

Cover: Photograph by Gustasp Irani

Parsiana is published by Jehangir R.

Patel for Parsiana Publications Pyt Ltd at
C/o H.L Rochat, Navsari Chambers, ground
fioor, 39 A.K.Nayak Marg, Fort, Bombay
400001 and printed by him at Kaiser-E-Hind
PvtLtd, 300 Perin Nariman Street, Bombay
400001, Color processing, Comart Litho-
graphers; black and white processing,
Samir Scantech Pvt Lid.

All rights reserved. ISSN: 0971-3786
Phone: 2048730 Fax: 2042922

For editorial enguiries: 2048183

For subscription enquiries: 2665661, 2662709
Takex: 11-85710 RABO IN

Annual inland subscription Rs 125 for one

year (12 issues); Rs 225 for two years

(24 issues). Foreign subscriplion rates:
Sea mail Rs 350/US $ 127UK £ 7 for one
year, Rs 550/US § 20/UK £ 12 for two
years (please allow six months or mora
from the time of publication); Air mail

Rs 600/US $ 25/UK £ 15 (for Pakistan,
Indian Rs 320} for one year, Rs 1,100/

US § 48/UK £ 28 (for Pakistan, Indian

Rs 600) for two years. For Indian upcountry
cheques add Rs 5 for bank charges: for US
cheques add § 5; for UK cheques add £ 3.
f:hms and drafts are to ba drawn

in favor of Parsiana and posted to GPO
Box 892, Bombay 400001,




READERS’ FORUM
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Readers' views are welcome on any subject
of Interest to the community and should
be sent to the Editor, Readers’ Forum,
Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892, Bombay 400001.
Letters are subject 1o editing for reasons of
space and clarity. Unsigned letters or those
without an address will not be published.

“The Crux of the...”

Further to *The Crux of the Community”
(Parsiana, January 1993) the corpus of
The Allahabad Parsee Zoroastrian An-
juman was Rs 1,44,900 as on March 31,
1991, Rs 1,58,601 as on March 31, 1992
and Rs 1,68,601 as on March 31, 1993.

Two new funds have been created:
Bazme Behram Roj Jashne Fund, corpus
Rs 13,701 in 1992 and Shenaz Homi
Dandiwalla Fund, corpus Rs 10,000 in
1993.

We however have a general fund
which on March 31, 1992 was Rs
1,87,983.12. This financial year expen-
diture exceeded income by Rs 2,592.55
and so the general fund on March 31,
1993 became Rs 1,85391.57. (The in-
terest from units of Rs 2,00,000 was not

received.) E
Capt HOMI DANDIWALLA
President Lrusiee
The Allshabad Parsce Zoroasirian Anjuman
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“The Uncommon in the...”

It was with sadness that we read your ar-
ticle, “The Uncommon in the House of
Commeons” (Parsiana, December 1992).

A charitable interpretation to allow
for reasons which led you to publish Mr
Farrokh Vajifdar's extremely biased ver-
sion of the Dadabhai centenary celebra-
tions at Zoroastrian House is perhaps that
it is not often that a periodical reports the
miraculous! Reference Mr Vajifdar's
version of events..“Zarathushtra in all
his framed glory kept his gaze firmly
averted from the proceedings!”

May we suggest that Mr Vajifdar put
his talents to better use by accurately re-
porting what was intended to be, and was
indeed held by the community at large as
being, a successful and fitting celebra-
tion of the life and times of a great man.
Furthermore, the centenary celebrations
in India were directly influenced by our
initiative in London to celebrate this
great and historical event.

Notwithstanding the personal agenda
and vested interests of certain disruptive
clements in the UK, it does not behove a
publication of Parsiana’s reputation to
publish an inaccurate and totally biased
article. There are several contradictions,
inaccuracies and deliberate omissions in
the published version of events. To point
out a few:
+The price of the total function which in-
cluded lunch was £10. The jashan was
free — as all such religious occasions al-
ways are. Despite mischievous propa-
ganda before the event, this was widely
publicized.
+Dr Shirinbanoo Kutar had previously
agreed verbally that she would gladly ac-
cept the medallion in memory of her hus-
band, only to change her mind at the last
minute on the day of the ceremony. One
wonders what pressures were brought 1o
bear on her, for such a last minute refusal
of a gracious gesture meant to posthu-
mously honor the memory of the late
Dastur (Dr) Sohrabji Kutar.” In addition
Ervad Homi Dordi wrote to the commit-
tee requesiing a medallion for scrvices
rendered only to refuse it on the day!
+The medallions are of relatively little
monetary value and were meant as a lo-
ken gesture of thanks to mobeds and
members of the community who unself-
ishly give of their ime and efforts. No
favoritism was shown and anyone who

had given of their efforts — whether
their ideology differed from that of the
managing committee or not — was of-
fered the same token of gratitude for ser-
vices rendered to the community. In an-
swer to the questions posed in Mr
Vajifdar’s article, can one contend that
because no one has ever said “thank you™
before, that it should never be said?

We could continue to refute the
highly biased and inaccurate points made
in Mr Vajifdar's account of the proceed-
ings, but this committee has many new
members who do not pander to past fac-
tions and enmities. We feel that the ef-
forts of the committee are best directed
in progressing the work that benefits the
community at large, rather than scoring
propaganda brownie points. We will
leave that to the likes of Mr Vajifdar —
if he so desires.

May we also point out that an accu-
rate account of events together with pho-
tographs was submitted to you by ow
president, which seems to have been ig-
nored.

Could we therefore submit that a pub-
lication of your standing does not sub-
scribe to these antics and in future con-
siders both sides of an issue before print-
ing an obviously biased article?

No doubt, controversial and inflam-
matory copy makes for better reading.
However, we offer you no spectacular
statements or sarcastic humor at the ex-
pense of our fellow Zoroastrians.

Ms NAVAZ BUHARIWALA

~ Joint honorary secretary
Zoroanrien Tres Funds of Europe

Arnavaz Mama replies

The Parsiana report on the various func-
tions commemorating Dadabhai Naoroji
in London was compiled by us on the ba-
sis of material received from diverse
sources including your own and Mr
Vajifdar's reports.

The ZTFE reports were used by us 1o
double-check “on facts and individual
presence at the different functions.
They, unfornately, had little to offer by
way of what was acwally said by the
principal participants nor did they cast
any light on the flavor of the functions
themselves. Apart from naming the vari-
ous speakers, your reports did not elabo-
rale on what they had to say about
Dadabhai Naoroji. We have quoted ex-
tensively from Mr Nani Palkhivala’s
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speech (acquired from an independent
source) in order to highlight the person-
ality of the Grand Old Man. Similarly,
the quote from Sir David Steel had a
separate source.

“Doors closed to...”

This refers to letters pertaining to “Doors
closed 1o Darius” (Parsiana, November
and December 1992).

It is sad to read how certain members
of our community exhibit their personal
likes and dislikes in the name of
Asho Zarathushira’s profound teachings.
Thereby, unknowingly, they not only do
injustice but insult the noble religion.

Nowhere has the Prophet spoken
about differences of caste, creed, elc.
The only distinction he has spoken of be-
tween man and man is, one of Vohu
Mano, good mind and of Ako Mano, not
good mind,

In the Movember issue, the learned
presidents of Athoman Mandal and
Jarthosti Jashan Committee call the
above navjote wholly illegal. Perhaps
Justice Davar's famous judgement at the
beginning of the 20th century escapes
their minds. The learned justice has
clearly pronounced that Zoroastrianism
is the religion, Parsis, a community. Re-

ligion is open Lo all, not the community.
We have been Zoroastrians for thou-
sands of years, Parsis only since we came
to India about 1,300 years ago. Again in
the same issue, Mr Disawalla states
about the Delhi Parsi Anjuman “where it
seems Zoroastrianism does not exist any
more.” As if this is not enough, in the
December issue, Ms Behroze D. Patel
goes a step further and calls upon the
communily to have Ervad Burjor Pavri
criminally prosecuted. If we look at all
this in light of our Asho Prophet’s teach-
ings, Burjor Pavri and the Delhi Parsi
Anjuman are to be congratulated for hav-
ing performed their religious duties with
courage and without fear. These are the
torchbearers who will keep our noble re-
ligion alive in its pure glory.
Ms HOMAI FRAMROZE BODE

“Moving with the times”
Kudos 1o Ervad N. S. Mobedji of Indore
for his frank and illuminating letter
(“Moving with the times,” Parsiana, De-
cember 1992),

It is refreshing to note that we have
amongst us a priest who, although
trained for navar and maratab at the same
institute viz M. F. Cama Athornan Insti-
tute like any of our priests, has the cour-

age of conviction to expound what real
religious teachings and customs should
be in the context of the fast changing
world around us.

I do not advocate intercaste mar-
riages, but these are occurring with in-
creasing and alarming frequency, even
amongst athornan families. This, in spite
of punitive impediments enforced by our
orthodox priests in excommunicating fe-
males married to aliens and not allowing
their children into our Zorosastrian fold
even when the mother has not renounced
her Zoroastrian faith after marriage and
both the parents, including the non-Farsi
father, have no objection to the children
being brought up as Zoroastrians.

Our minute communily, in a vast sea
of other communities which openly en-
courage and practice conversion, will
thus lose the precious few hundreds who
would have been added to our frighten-
ingly depleted numbers.

Similarly, the controversy raging over
an innocent child, “Doors closed 1o
Darius,” makes sad and sickening read-
ing especially when one of your corre-
spondents states (Parsiana, November
1992), that in Delhi “Zoroastrianism
does not exist any more” just because en-
lightened Zoroastrians of Delhi practice
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what scems to be the rational and true
spirit of the Zoroastrian religion.

In a few generations, our small com-
munity, riddled with genetic deficiencies
and abnormalities, will realize its failure
in not moving with the times and in muf-
fling the voices of the enlightened minor-
ity who express their views without fear
to save our community from the shackles

of ultra-orthodox views.
D M.D.DISAWALLA

Bangalore

“CER comeback”

It is gratifying that the intelligentsia of
our communily woke up, though belat-
edly, and prevented the reins of the elec-
toral college from passing by default into
the hands of the group which was silently
planning to seize and capture it (“CER
comeback,” Parsiana, November 1992).
The CER first called itself Commitlce
for Electoral Rights and awakened the
community; later it called itsell Commit-
tee for Economic Revival and now after
its latest achievement, 1 would like 0
call it the Committee of Enlightened Ra-
tionalists.

As such enlightened rationalists, I ex-
hort them to shed all inhibitions and 1o
call a spade a spade. The trustees should
be forced to appoint an advisory commit-
tec of stalwarts and professionals of
our community whose recommendations
they must implement. The panels should,
among others, be on/for administration,
education, accounts, economic policies,
legal matters, medical aid, entrepreneur-
ship, vocational guidance, housing, elc.

It will be a great pity if the wisdom,
intelligence and experience of the greal
professionals of our community are not
harnessed for the community's uplift-

ment and progress. 5. TANTRA
Nasik

“To whom should they...”

Al a time when many individuals and
groups are trying hard to reverse the cur-
rent trend in mixed marriages, we were
dismayed to read the remarks made by
the president of the Federation of Zoro-
astrian Associations of North America
(FEZANA), Mr Rohinton Rivetna, at the
Federation meeting held in Bombay (“To
whom should they turn?" Parsiana, June
1992). He is reported as saying:

“We don’t subscribe to the view that
intermarriages are a loss to the commu-
nity... irrespective of your personal
choice (about mixed marriage) you are
welcome and accepted by the Associa-
tion.” ]

6 Parsiana Apnl 1983

Such remarks made by a person in au-
thority do nol encourage marriages
within the fold by any stretch of imagina-
tion. On the one hand Mr Rivetna ac-
knowledges that he represents all shades
of Zoroastrians — conformists, tradition-
alists, free thinkers — whom he consid-
ers to be an asset, while on the other
hand his remarks directly contradict the
views and sentimenis of many who are
actively striving to discourage mixed
marriages. May we remind Mr Rivetna
that had our elders, in whom we had en-
trusted our destiny, made similar remarks
soon after landing in India 13 centuries
ago, we would not be here today?

Our concerns about oulside conver-
sions pale into insignificance when com-
pared with the harm that is being caused
1o our community from within its ranks
— by those who directly encourage
mixed marriages and by those who are
cither complacent or afraid of discourag-
ing them.

In the same Parsiana article Mr
Rivetna expresses concern aboul the dan-
ger of us being unrecognizable in the
next 40 years. We also note his enthusi-
asm to make Zoroastrianism and Zoroas-
trians better known to the American
people. Let us caution him, however,
that if this is going o mean departing
from our long established practice of
marrying within the fold (i.e. Parsi and
original Irani Zarthoshtis only) or throw-
ing open the doors of our community o
any and everyone through mixed mar-
riages, then 40 years seems 0o long a
period for us to reach oblivion.

We acknowledge the effort that Mr
Rivetna and others like him are expend-
ing in other fields of community work
and we thank them. We wish they could
find the tume, energy and dedication to
do what is necessary in this vital area
also. For instance we wish they could
devise measures 1o
oInstill a sense of pride in our youth
about our faith and identity
«Stem the steady drain and dilution of
our faith and identity through mixed
marriages
«Make it casier for our youth to find suil-
able mates from within the community
«Make them stop and think a dozen times
before choosing a mate from outside.

Ervad JAL N, BIRDY
Califomia, USA

“Dastur’s Deliveries”
Your article regarding Padma Shri Dr B.
C. Dastur (“Daswr’s Deliveries,” Par-

siana, June 1992) makes the Parsi com-
munity feel very proud.

However, his lament about the declin-
ing birth rate as in the Parsi Lying-in
Hospital needs some clarification.

As a matter of fact Parsi women de-
liver at other hospitals in Bombay and
bypass this hospital for obvious reasons.
In my humble opinion the genesis of this
is as follows:

Some years ago there were Six
honoraries at this hospital. Now with the
passage of time there is only one honor-
ary, Dr Dastur, left. Over the last many
years no honorary has been appointed in
this place 1o replace the old ones.

My humble suggestion is to appoint
more honorary gynecologists and obsie-
tricians who will automatically bring in
work from their practice as also ideas for
improving, expanding and running the
place. Even non-Parsi doclors, o ap-
pointed, would admil their non-Parsi pa-
tients in the nursing home section.

The place is badly maintained so that
patients would think twice before com-
ing here for delivery or surgery. The
community is aware that the tenets of the
Zoroastrian religion require 40 days of
seclusion for a woman after childbirth
and this is the only hospital where the pa-
tients are allowed to stay for 40 days af-
ter childbirth as per the object of the
founder of the trust.

Dr HOSHUNG R. MOBEDII

Vacancies in Surat

The Surat Parsi Panchayat (SPP) shoul-
ders vast responsibilities for the good of
the communily, managing several inst-
tutions working in different fields.
These are: the main controlling body, the
Parsi Panchayat Office; the Boys’ Or-
phanage; the Girls' Orphanage; the Gen-
eral Hospital; the Maternity Hospital, the
Industrial Institute for Women and Girls;
the Nariman Home and Infirmary; and
the Doongerwadi.

We find it increasingly difficult 1o get
honest, hardworking, qualified people o
serve these instilutions. Vacancies are
likely to arise for:

«A qualified young man to handle re-
sponsibility of the head office after get-
ting proper training from the seniors. He
will have good prospects and will be
given service quarters and other facili-
Lies.

+A qualified young man 1o work as an as-
sistant to office administrator above.

«A matron to manage affairs of our Cen-
tral Kitchen which caters to 400 benefi-



ciaries, i.e. inmates of Nariman Home
and boarders of Boys™ and Girls” Orphan-
ages.

+A lady assistant to the superintendent of
the Girls' Orphanage. Service quarters,
food, etc provided. (If there is a couple,
we may also consider her husband for a
suitable job befitting his qualifications
and capacity.)

*Elderly lady or man to look after the
day-to-day affairs of the Nariman Home
and Infirmary, Suitable residential quar-
ters and other facilities will be provided.
«A middle-aged male to look after the
day-to-day affairs of Hangali at Far-
vardian. Furnished service quarters and
other amenities provided.

+A male superintendent for the Boys' Or-
phanage. A person retired from the mili-
tary or similar institution will be pre-
ferred.

«A male cook for our Central Kitchen.

In all the above cases, retirement ben-
efits like provident fund, gratuity, leave,
elc are available. Parsi employees re-
ceive medical treatment at our hospitals
and free educational facilities if they
have children studying either in Gujarati
or English medium.

In the absence of the right type of
people coming forward to serve the com-

munity, affairs arc managed by giving
extension to several old employees, but
from the point of view of the future it is
essential to employ persons who may get
training under the present experienced
employees and do useful work in the
years o come,

We request charitable trusts, who may
receive applications for doles from per-
sons who are physically fit to work, Lo re-
fer such applicants o us.

We also require khandhias, nasses-
salars and a driver for our hearse. We
know that there is a dearth of these Lypes
of people everywhere. However, in case
you come across such persons you may
keep the matter in mind.

Salary/emoluments will be commen-
surale with qualifications, age, experi-
ence and nature of dutics and responsi-

hilities. Dr SAMS. BHACCA
President, SPP, Surm

Cooper Agiary celebrations
To celebrate the centenary of the Bai
Avanbai A. Cooper Agiary, Lahore, Pa-
kistan, the trustees cordially invite all
Zoroastrians to partake in the celebra-
tions 1o mark this very special occasion,
10 be held July 3-5, 1993,

In order o facilitate arrangements for

the functions, it is requested that those
who wish to participate may kindly in-
form the managing trustee Ms Perin
Boga at 18, Warris Road, Lahore, Paki-
stan [Tel: (00) 92-42-7581251].
Ms PERIN BOGA
Lahore, Pakisan

A whim of the mist

A tribute to the Marker family who were

killed in a highway accident on January

16, 1993 (“The Marker family tragedy,”

Parsiana, March 1993);

My oldest son accosted me in the
kitchen

With a mirthless smile.

“You know the Markers?”

“Yeah”

“You know the Markers?™

“Yeah”

“They're dead.”

“What?"

“They're all dead.”

“How?"

“Car accident, 1 heard Daddy telling

Sahm."

I wanted to go back out the front door
And come in again.

Eric came into the kitchen

_ = ===

WITH

BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

SOFT-HEARTED

‘WIBS’BREAD

WESTERN INDIA BAKERS' PRIVATE LIMITED

KHODADAD BUILDING, 100 D'LIMA STREET
DOCKYARD ROAD, BOMBAY 400010

7 Parsiana Apnl 19593



SPENTO
PLASTICS

Manufacturers of H.D.P.E./P.P. Pipes
& Fittings
Zarnavaz, H. K. Marg

Dahanu Road, Thana Dist, Maharashtra 401602
Phone: 2049

Wishing You A Very Happy New Year

Hindustan Crushers & Fertilizers Co

Manufacturers & Exporters of Organic Fertilizers & Feeds
OUR PRODUCTS

Organic Manure Mixture Steamed Bone Meal Crushed Bones
GROMOR Meal Steamed Horn & Hoof Meal ~ Raw Bone Sinews
GROMOR Meal: N Leather Meal Sinews Meal
GROMOR Meal: Plus Meat Meal

A Raw Bone Meal
Special Chikoo Mixture

Liver Meal
Special rates for Zoroastrian agriculturists & horticulturists

Trade enquiry for dealership welcomed

Office Address Factory Address
Debara House Mathura Road

38/5 Nagar Kanti Colon Sher Shah Suri Marg
Old Idgah, Agra 28200 Runkuta

Telephone Mo 367519 Agra 282007

Our Trade Mark




With a shoe box full of crayons.
“The markers are dead?”
“The markers aren't dead.”

I love markers.

Their true clear colors inspire me.
Sanober, green, a Persian pine

her quiet dignity and love of poetry
Noshir, orange, a combination of heat
and light

Jokes, and question/exclamations
Tushna, yellow, slinky pointed nails
a rounded baby-still face

Rustom, red,

guileless grace

Erach, blue, an astringent color,

I can see him with my mind,

Walking down the light and shadow
striped path.

He wore a blue flap-eared hat,

thick glasses,

And a seraphic smile.

We walked single file down
Dhobi Falls,

Clambered up rocks

Poked sticks in puddles

Took each other’s pictures

Warned each other, “Don’t go

near the edge.”

We hurled our echoes

Over the vast, green, deep and
silent valley.

“Hey, hey, hey.”

He tried to pretend indifference
As we mooted a trip to the U.S.
To visit us.

Next year

1993

The year that didn’t happen.

Now these clear true memories
Are grayed and sepiaed

And eaten around the edges
With the acid of sadness.

Like a tongue probing an emply
tooth socket

I go to the louvered door

And pick a Christmas card,

The one that says:

“Hope 1993 will bring us
a visit from you
and both families can spend a
holiday together.
With lots of love,
Tushna, Erach, Rustom,

Noshir and Sanober"
JOAN

Calling all ex-Vachhaites

The Ex-Students’ Association of the J. B.
Vachha High School is celebrating its
silver jubilee in 1993-94,

Since its inception in 1924, our school
has rendered valuable service to thou-
sands from all strata of society who have
wmed out of its hallowed portals as
happy wives and mothers or smart and
efficient carecer women in all spheres of
life. We feel confident that all of you as-
sociated with the school will look upon it
as your sacred duty to help in building up
a fund for its further development and
welfare. So please give as generously as
you can and help as loyally as you have
done in the past.

Donations by cash/money order/
cheques drawn in favor of “Vachha and
C. J. Schools Ex-Swdents’ Association
— Silver Jubilee Afc” may be sent 10
Ms Amy R. Kavarana (treasurer), The J.
B. Vachha High School, Mancherji Joshi

Road, Dadar, Bombay 400014,
Z 1. ENGINEER
President

Vachha and C. J. School Ex-Stwdents” Associaton

Suggestions for change

Our forefathers left a huge legacy of pro-
viding pious places like agiaries and
atash bahrams (44 agiaries and 4 atash
bahrams in Bombay alone) throughout
India and side by side left behind funds
for repair and maintenance of these holy
places for which the community is ever
grateful. Due to ever increasing cost of
materials and labor charges, however, it
is beyond the control of the trustees to
carry out essential repairs and they are
forced to approach the hamdins for
funds. In fact, the trustees can find re-
sources from the holy place itself,

We are grateful to the trustees of
Margol agiary for having set a very good
example by the novel idea of painting
names of departed souls and donors of Rs
1,000 and above on the wall of the
Nargol agiary. Now after three years,
they have raised the minimum donation
amount to Rs 5,000.

Time marches on and we have to ad-
just ourselves by giving up old and out-
dated customs. About 40 o 50 years
back the dinner at marriage and navjote
functions was served with seven or eight
dishes with liquor, ending with ice
cream, nuts and pan supari. The cost al
Rs 3.50 1o Rs 4 per head included second
helpings.

Mow three dishes are served with ice

{ CONTRACTOR
Boonton, New Jersey, UsA -+ cream at the end at Rs 70-75 per head,
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but the old practice of serving the second
time still continues. If a family of four or
five persons attend such functions they
have to dish out Rs 300-350 because if
they give merely Rs 101, the host will be
put 1o a great loss. If there are two or
three functions in a month the amount
becomes prohibitive. However, if the
second helping is eliminated, the caterers
would be able to bring down the rates lo
Rs 40-45 per head. RUSTOM A. KOTWAL

Edited by Amavaz 5. Mama
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Events and
Personalities

Surat youth join hands

“The Zoroastrian Youth League of Surat
(ZYLS), within just two months, has reg-
istered 125 members,” announced Ms
Prochie Bhesania, secretary of the newly
constituted body at its first general body
meeting at Surat’'s Atee Dharamshala
hall on February 14, 1993, To the youths
who were looking forward to the dancing
and refreshments scheduled for the
evening's agenda, ZYLS president Nau-
zer Kasad reminded, “Besides having fun
and enjoying oursclves we also have o
prove that the future of our community,
its culture, heritage and traditions are in-
deed safe in the able hands of the youth.”
Being small in numbers, interaction with
each other should pose no problem, he
believed.

It was soon after the Sixth All India
Zoroastrian Youth Seminar in October
1992 that a few like-minded youngsters
decided to constitute a youth league in
Surat. The constitution of ZYLS was
drawn up with the assistance ol Porus
Karanjawalla, vice president of the Fed-
eration of Zoroastrian Youth Associa-
tions, acknowledged Kasad.

“As a youth organizaton il is good 1o
have picnics, parties and potlucks,” noted
Karanjawalla who was present ai the
general body meeting, adding, “but at the
same time one should not turn a Nelson's
eye towards social service for the benefit
of our less fortunate Zoroastrian breth-
ren.” His final word of caution to the
youth was not 1o pursue the same projects
as those undertaken by other community
organizations lest it be construed as tres-
passing on others’ territory. “In fact, all
should work together for the cause of our
community and its welfare,” he contin-
ued

Following the first get-together at-,

tended by nearly 160 youth, was another
program organized on Ava mah, Ava roj.
This function was held jointly with the
Zoroastrian  Women's - Association, vel
another body recently set up in Surat
with membership restricted 10 females.
The president of this group 15 Ms
Mahrukh Chichgar. After the activiues
and objectives of the two new groups
were made known, on the evening's
agenda was a lalk on the significance of
praying to the water angel. The gather-
ing was later treated to a free vegelanan
meal sponsored by the Surat Parsi
Panchayat, according 1o @ news report
that appeared in the Jam-e-Jamshed.

Power protectors

Environment [riendly industnal equip-
ment is the primary concern of the
Ahmedabad based Mazda Controls Lim-
ited, a company promoted by technocral
Sorab Rauanshah Mody who runs his

Mody: energy conscious

own proprietory firm in the name of
Mazda Power Engineers. In March this
year when many other companies’ public
issues had failed, Mazda Controls™ over-
subscribed issue was closed on the earli-
est closing date, notes a press release 1s-
sued by the company.

With its in-house research and devel-
opment unit reportedly recognized by the
department of scientific and industrial re-
search, ministry of science and technol-
ogy, Government of India, the company
manufactures thermocompressors  and
fuel saving equipments as also air pollu-
tion control systems and refrigeration
systems which protect the ozone layer.
Some of the industries that are said to be
employing Mazda's products are: chemi-
cals, refineries, pharmaceuticals, fertiliz-
ers, pulp and paper, and nuclear power
planis.

Their products that measure up (o in-
ternational standards  have resulted in
certain leading companies resorting 1o
import substitution, states the handout: In
addition to Gujarat Godrej purchasing
vacuum systems from them and Bombay
Dyeing and Manufacwuring Company
placing an order for their vacuum ejector
scrubbing systems, several other blue
chip companies constitute Mazda's clien-
tele — Alfa Laval, Ciurgia Bio-Chemi-
cals, South India Viscose, Peurofils,
Gujarat State Fertilizers etc.

Mazda’s relationship with the interna-
tionally renowned Croll-Reynolds Com-
pany has given it an edge over iis com-
petitors. Further upgradation of technol-
ogy is also intended, according to a com-
pany source, with collaborations being
negotiated with German and Briush com-
panies. A trial order for control valves
from Russia has now oriented the com-
pany towards exports, adds the release.
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Sabavala’s art beckons
“Observe that his lines float away from
the grip of the real, and towards the cur-
vatures of fantasy, prophecy and dream.
Observe that his thresholds summon you
to the mystery of human presence, of geo-
graphical presence; a fugitive in search of
mirages, the artist stops suddenly, pre-
sents the fruit of his inwardness.” Thus
noted the catalog inviting the public to
experience artist Jehangir Sabavala’s “in-
tuitive exploration” through his collec-
tion of nearly 30 paintings displayed at
Bombay's Jehangir Art Gallery from
February 17-24 and at Delhi's AIFACS
Gallery from March 11-17 this year.

His canvases depicting landscapes,
trapped lakes, dormant volcanoes are the
result of his work over the last four years.
While some of his paintings make an 1m-
pact as a series, there are also the soli-
tary works. A new vision is introduced in
the form of The Siranger, depicted as
alighting on the earth from elsewhere.
“The music of Sabavala’s paintings 15 a
subdued play of whisper and wingbeat: of
haunting cry and rustling wind,” states
the exhibition catalog. “His ancestors
who fled persecution and settled in India
have left him a nourishing legacy of
mood, tone and imagery: the heritage of
diaspora, the textures of memory that 1s
al once remembrance and desire,” 10
quote Ranjit Hoskote.

The Madras-based Gallery Arts Trust
(GAT) that presented Sabavala’s exhibi-
tions is also sponsoring a 30-minute
documentary film on him due 10 be re-

lcased this year. The film will be di-
rected by Arun Khopkar, the award win-
ning director of art films. The first such
documentary on a lone painter, the 35
mm film made for national and interna-
tional channels, will incorporate his work
over the last 42 years, including s
sketches, black and white drawings, wa-
ter colors, old oil paintings and family
photographs, informs Sabavala.

Afler 27 one-man shows and partici-
pation in innumerable group shows,
Sabavala’s works ar¢ in demand both in
India and abroad. His paintings feature in
the collection of the National Gallery of
Modern Art and Parliament House, New
Delhi, the Museum of Modern Arl,
Chandigarh, The National Gallery of
South Australia, Adelaide, in corporate
houses and in private collections in dif-

Bliz editor Russy Karanjia (left) with social worker:
Parvez Katrak at a function held by the Parvez Katrak Foundation on March 11,
1993 o felicitate senior Parsi journalisis. Other journalists to be honored were:
the late Jal Heerjibehdin, the late Adi Dhondy, Behram Contractor, Dorab
Mehta, Kekobad Katki and Maneck Chena.

[
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: Silloo Kavarana and
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Sabavala (below)
introduces The Stranger

ferent corners of the world. Only this
year his painting was among the art
picces auctioned in Bombay by Aspreys
of London for the cause of Helpage India.

For prime health care

“I have not done any bio-medical re-
search. My laboratory has been the 300
odd villages in Pune district,” announced
Pune’s eminent gynecologist and obste-
trician Dr (Ms) Banoo Coyaji on receiv-
ing the 1993 Rameshwardas Birla Na-
tional Award for excellence in medical
research and related fields at the hands of
the Governor of Maharashtra, Dr P. C.
Alexander.

The first woman recipient of this
award that carries a prize of Rs 1.5
lakhs, Coyaji has been investigating the
reasons for underutilization of health
care services in India. “In a country with
a population of 85 million and substantial
addition to the population every minute...
the contribution of Dr Coyaji in the field
of family planning, maternal and child
care, the most neglected area, really de-
serves to be recognized,” commended
Alexander at the award presentation
funcuion on March 27.

Her association with Pune’s K. E. M.
Hospital spans nearly five decades during
which time she has developed it from a
40-bedded hospital to a 550-bedded insti-
tution, recognized by the University of
Pune as a teaching hospital for graduate
and postgraduate education, notes the ci-
tation. She founded the K. E. M. Hospital
Research Centre in 1%73; and the Vadu
Rural Health Project that she initiated in
1977 has auracted national and interna-
tional auention as a model for
operationalizing the primary health care
approach.

A consultant to the World Health Or-



ganization, Ford Foundation, United Na-
tions Development Programme and
World Bank, Coyaji is constantly invited
to international meets and institutions. In
Octlober last she was at Rio to attend the
Earth Summit. On the national front the

Coyaji (left) and Karkaria

Padma Bhushan winner has served as a
member of the Central Council of Health
and Family Welfare for a number of years
and participated in the formulation of the
Seventh and Eighth Five-Year Plans by
working as a member/chairman of the
working group on population stabiliza-
tion, maternal and child health and re-
search, as mentions her curriculum vitae.

Human interest pen

Her amusing weekly middle in The Times
of India and a perceptive monthly *“Pri-
vate I" column in the Sunday Times of In-
dia has brought Bombay-based journalist
Bachi Karkaria due recognition as a
famed journalist. But it is her human in-
terest stories that qualified her for the
Media India Award 1992, as notes a
press release. A rolling trophy and a sil-
ver medal was presented to Karkaria who
has been concentrating on public health,
especially AIDS, and urban planning.

Having joined the Times group as a
trainee in 1969, Karkaria is currently se-
nior editor of The Times of [ndia and also
officiating as consulting editor of the Me-
tropolis  on Saturday, the lalest paper
from the Times group.

A third generation journalist (her pa-
termal grandfather was the founder of
castern India's only Gujarati journal,
Navroz, in 1917 which was subsequently
edited by her mother), Karkaria opled o
pursuc a diploma in journalism from the
Calcutta University after completing her
graduation in English literature from
Calcutta’s Loreto College. Later the
Times group sponsored her training in
advanced journalism at the Thompson
Foundation, Cardiff, UK.

Her writings have extended beyond the
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newspaper sphere. When she retumed 1o
her hometown Calcutta in 1980, Karkaria
joined The Statesman. She is reportedly the
first woman to have been appointed by
that publication to the senior post of as-
sistant editor. Besides authoring books
on M. §. Oberoi and Calcutta’s Grand
Hotel, she has also co-authored another
on Mother Teresa. Additionally she has
written the commentary for Shyam
Benegal's documentary on AIDS and
scripted a musical revue on ‘Busybee'
Behram Contractor. A collection of her
early writings is to be brought out in
1993 by United Book Sellers and Pub-
lishers, Delhi, she informs,

In a gun chase

It could have been a game of forfeits with
Sanjay Dutt passing on the treasure to
Yusuf Nullwala who handed it over o
Kersi Adajania who entrusted it to Rusi
Mulla who in turn delivered it 1o Ajay
Marwah who... But since this wasn’t
child’s play but a deadly weapon in cir-
culation, those involved ended in judicial
remand under the Terrorist and Disrup-
tve Activites (Prevention) Act (TADA),
notes a report in The Times of India of
April 21, 1993,

The police first detained matinee idol
Sanjay Dutt on April 20, on grounds of
“joining hands with anti-national ele-
ments” o smuggle and distribute explo-
sives and firearms that triggered the
bomb blasts in Bombay on March 12,

On further interrogations it surfaced
that Dutt had acquired an AK-56 assault
rifle, a 9 mm pistol and some ammuni-
tion supposedly to safeguard the interesis
of his family and Parliamentarian father
Sunil Dutt. As per the news report Sanjay
admitted that he had instructed Nullwala
to destroy the firearms. Nullwala alleg-
edly disclosed that he had taken the fire-
arms to the Princess Street residence of
Adajania who had a foundry. It is said
that Adajania used a gas-welding appara-
tus to melt down the AK-56 and the resi-
due was returned to Nullwala for disposal
into the sea off Marine Drive. While the
spring and the rod of the AK-56 were re-
portedly recovered from Adajania’s resi-
dence, the 9 mm pistol and some ammu-
nition had been routed via Mulla, a resi-
dent of Mon Repos at Bandra, 1o
Marwah’s residence where it was finally
traced.

The Bombay High Court eventually
granted bail on May 11 1o Sanjay’s ac-
complices on the condition that they fur-
nish a bond of Rs 50,000 each and report
to the CID office periodically as “we are
prima facie of the view that TADA is not
applicable in as much as no material of
any kind is shown to us to show any con-
nection between the possession/destruc-
tion of the weapon and any terrorist/dis-
ruptive activity.” Thereafter Dull too was
released on bail,

Compiled by Parinar Gandi

eral for Japan in Bombay.
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The steps leading from the Marine Drive embankment into the sea were known
as the "Parsi steps.” This information, reported in The Afternoon Despaich
and Courier of April 5, 1993, was conveyed by Tomoji Mutoh, the consul gen-

It is down these very steps opposite the Kaivalyadham Yogic Cenire that
Parsis are seen descending every year around April, coconuts, flowers and pori
in hand, to offer obeisance 1o Avan Ardavisur, the angel guarding walers.
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

The L

awyer

and the Lords

In the esoteric world of international
law and high finance Sarosh Zaiwalla has
carved a special niche

Arnavaz

“In the last 45 vears India has been to the
House of Lords 11 times. Iis only two
successes so far have been (through) my
firm. In this period the action in which
my firm represented India has led o sav-
ings of over £50 million...” noted the
firm's founder Sarosh Zaiwalla who de-
cided to sue the Government of India
{GOI) for £3,10,000 in unpaid fees, re-
poris The Afternoon Despaitch and Cou-
rier of April 10, 1993,

In the last three years the London-
based Zaiwalla and Company, Solicitors,
has been continually in the news. The
law firm first carned media attention in
India when it won a damages claim
against a Swedish newspaper Dagens
Nyheter on behalf of businessman
Ajitabh Bachchan (brother of famous
cine actor Amitabh Bachchan) who was
implicated in the Bofors scandal. It also
happens to be the first legal firm of Asian
origin to be accorded a reception in the
House of Lords. The recent ruling in its
favor against the Government of India
has brought Zaiwalla further leverage.

At the end of a 10-day trial in the
High Court Justice Gatchouse agreed
with the plaintiff that the situation result-
ing from the non-payment of disputed
bills was “scandalous,” wriles L. K.
Sharma in The Times of India of April
10, 1993. The money judgement of the
court is yel Lo come,

The disputed amount covers Zai-
walla’s fees for the period 1982-1990
during which the law firm successfully
represented the GOI and the Indian pub-
lic sector undertakings in a number of
litigations/arbitrations.
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The dispute is based on the hourly rate
charged by Zaiwalla and involved a dis-
cussion on what is a “run-of-the-mill
case” and what is not and what is ad-
equate remuneration for solicitors han-
dling different types of cases.

According to Zaiwalla, the standard
rale agreement, referred to as an um-
brella agreement between the solicitor
and the Indian High Commission, had
ended with the company’s leuer dated
January 19, 1988 although the standard
rate continued Lo apply to costs regarding
instructions reccived prior 1o this letter.

the rate paid to local Indian solicitors in
India. The court rejected the contention
and ruled that £1,200 a day charged by
Zaiwalla as an English solicitor who
never practiced in India and was travel-
ling there for official purposes only, was
reasonable.

The court also emphasized that bar-
ring a single exception, no complaint had
been made regarding the handling of the
shipping work entrusted to the law firm.
On the last day of the trial the Indian
government abandoned its counterclaim
of £585,000 for negligence. The judge
had earlier described it as “hopeless,”
notes The Afternoon report.

In a statement published by The After-
noon (April 12, 1993), Zaiwalla notes,
“When 1 began my (law) firm 1 repre-
sented the Indian government in England
at what was by British standards paliry
rates; but once [ was established T ex-
pected to be treated no better nor worse
than any other law firm whether they be
of Indian origin or not.. To think that
some of the great leaders of India made
justice and fair play the hallmark of their
fight against colonial rule, yet the repre-
sentatives of their successor in London
chose to fight this case on the ignoble
principle that one man’s legal talent is
less than that of another on the basis thal

“| shudder to think what

Mahatma Gandhi would have
thought of the stand taken by the
Indian government in the court”

It was Zaiwalla's contention, upheld by
the court, that the siandard rate applied
only to instructions channelled through
the Indian High Commission; it did not
govern cases where Zaiwalla was in-
structed directly by the Indian govern-
ment and he was free 1o charge commer-
cial rates in such cases. The court also di-
rected the GOI to pay Zaiwalla interest
at the rate of 15 percent on unpaid bills,
reports The Times.
Another ilem at issu¢ was the daily
rate charged by Zaiwalla. The defence
, counsel alleged that though Zaiwalla was
an English solicitor he should be paid at

T
he is of Indian origin. I shudder to think
what Mahatma Gandhi would have
thought of the stand taken by the Indian
government in the court in the last two
weeks in this case.”

According to a profile on the lawyer
in the Legal Business Magazine (LBM-
May 1992) Zaiwalla, 45, completed his
articles in the shipping department of
Stocken and Company and went on (o sel
up Gagrat and Company in London.
When the firm was dissolved in 1982
Zaiwalla set up his present firm and
though the Asian business community
was not oo responsive, he succeeded in
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becoming the Indian High Commission's principal lawyer in
London until he had to sue it for unpaid back fees in 1991 —
the first of two writs issued. Though this snapped the connec-
tion with the Indian High Commission, he continued 10 be in-
structed directly by the Indian Qil Corporation, the Reserve
Bank of India and other public sector institutions.

Described by a peer as an aggressive, diligent and imagina-
uve lawyer, Zaiwalla 15 said 1o have taken posilions which
seemed very difficult to succeed and come through. Notes Nick
Gillies in LBM, “To hear Zaiwalla described as aggressive is in-
teresting, because n manner he 15 mild and courteous.
However...the killer kings of litigation often have this style.”
According 1o Gillies, Zaiwalla believes “that a new way must
be found, probably alternative dispute resolution. ‘Parties
should be able w sit down and gel a correct answer by a meel-
ing of minds and consultation. If we can evolve a scheme by
which lawyers are remunerated for bringing in a sensible and
equitable solution, then lawyers would have an incentive.""

At Zaiwalla and Company's 10th anniversary celebrations at
the House of Lords last year, the guest list of 180 included
members of parliament, political bigwigs, diplomats, law lords
and successful businessmen. Earlier, i 1988, Zaiwalla and
Company had hosted the Lord Chancellor at the firm’s annual
seasonal reception at its Chancery Lane office. “It is rare and
the first occasion when a Lord Chancellor, who is head of the
legal world and who presides over the House of Lords proceed-
ings, has favored a firm of solicitors by his presence at the re-
ception,” had noted The Marine Times of February 20, 1988,
That the Lord Chancellor spent nearly an hour at Zaiwalla’s
was considered “a recognition (and) appreciation of the satis-
factory and able manner in which this firm has represented for-
eign interests in the United Kingdom.™

Zaiwalla is an elected member of the prestigious Baltic Ex-
change, the world famous London based shipping institute
whose membership is restricted 1o responsible members of the
shipping trading community, informs fadia Weekly, It is rare
for a professional person who is not a part of this community (0
be so accepied, and a first for a solicitor of Indian origin, the
publication further notes.

Zaiwalla — scion of the Bombay-based family of lawyers —
also sits on the International Court of Arbitration of the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce in Paris and is an advisor 1o the
United Nations Committee on Iniernational Banking. His firm
has been involved in several high profile cases and represents
Chinese and Venezuelan public sector corporations and com-
mercial clients from the Middle East, Greece and Singapore, in-
forms a press release.

As noted The Financial Times last year, Zaiwalla’s “latest
venture, putling together Europe’s first Hindi language satellite
TV station, is a reminder of how easily he fits between the
worlds of international big business, showbiz and politics...
(He) has been hovering around the fringes of the Conservative
Party for several years but first came (o national attention when
he organized a pre-clection ‘power dinner’ for Asian business-
men at Number 10,

“MNow he is giving the same sort of attention to TV Asia, a
£7 million project... Like many lawyers, he finds no difficulty
juggling a sometimes controversial client list which includes
(Ajitabh) Bachchan, Greek shipowners and some of the more
wealthy BCCI (Bank of Credit and Commerce International,
currently in liquidation) depositors... And could there be a star-
ring role for him on TV Asia? Hosting a show on legal prob-
lems would scem a fitting choice.”
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The JNM Forbesons Group

Vidya
viheenah
pashuh.

So said our forefathers.

Thus ashrams were born, where the knowledge
and principles needed to live an honest and
fruitful life were inculcated in the child. The
foundation of a man's character was laid within
these homes. The style of education has
changed considerably today. But the motive
behind it is much the same. To prepare you for
a tomorrow.

Which is our line of business, too.

The JNM Forbesons Group.

We use our knowledge and skills in the field of
steam engineering and control instrumentation.
We work to optimize manufacturing processes
and to lower manufacturing costs. To increase
efficiency. To do all this with a minimum effect
on the environment.

The JNM Forbesons Group.

We constantly keep in mind our basic
commitment and obligation to society. We have
several vocational skills training facilities and
community development programs.
A full fledged hospital equipped with a
pathological lab, an x-ray unit, a twenty-two
bed ward with a large, well-equipped operation
theatre. Thisis for the benefit of the neighbouring
township of Kasarwadi with a population of
60,000 people.

The JNM Forbesons Group.

Committed to service.

the steam engineering and control instrumentation people

Bombay-Poona Road, Kasarwadi, Poona 411 034.
Tel: (0212) 773495-8, Thx: (0146) 221 JNMS IN/265 JNMP IN, Fax: (212) 777413.




POLITICS AND POLICY
COVER STORY

The new
chairman’s
priority is to better
communication
between the
Punchayet and
the community

“People flatter us as akabars. That age 15
gone. We're here to serve the commu-

nity, not be served by them. Therefore.

our priorities are those which must cor-
rect faults, omissions and unfulfilled de-
sires of the community.”

Prominent businessman and veteran
rustee of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
Jamshed Guzder was outlining his aims
as chairman of the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet (BPP) to Parsiana at an inter-
view on April 22, 1993. His ascent 10
chairmanship of the BPP's board of trust-
ees has been suffused with acrimony.
Guzder, however, has projected his main
concern as harmony and well-being of
the community under a reinvigorated
Punchayet. To that end he planned 1o es-
tablish a grievance cell at the BPP, sum-
mon samasl anjuman meetings, reinstate
quarterly press conferences and invile
greater professional participation from
the community on the Punchayet’s sub-
commillees.

Guzder, at 76, displays the same cner-
getic, gregarious, impatient, philan-
thropic persona as during his first term in
the Punchayet (which ended in 1985
when he withdrew his nomination for re-

election in the contest with Naoroji’
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Godrej) and in 1986 when he returned to
the Punchayet unopposed in the vacancy
created by the resignation of Justice Jal
Vimadalal. It was this break in his tenure
on the board that has made co-trusiees
Homi Ranina and Dr (Ms) Mehroo
Bengalee challenge his election as chair-
man, According to their plaint, filed in
the Bombay High Court, the trustee with
the longesi continuous tenure of service
(in this case Eruch Desai) should, per
custom, officiate as chairman. Presently
the matter is pending in courl.

The curtains, carpet, old prints on the
wall of Guzder's Neville House office at
Ballard Estate, the umpteen awards from
business and social service organizations
jostling for space, mutely testify to the
owner's changed preoccupations: refer-
ence books on corporate law line the up-
per shelves; The Bombay Public Trusts
Act is in the foreground. The celebrated
black box of Punchayet files rests within
reach on the carpel.

To assess the community's needs and
concerns Guzder has planned to meel
each of the various communily groups
and associations reflecting the myriad
points of view, “to get their feedback on
what things ar¢c missing, what they're al-

ways accusing the Punchayet of not do-
ing or neglecting.” Accordingly Guzder
also planned to visi{ each and every Parsi
residential colony beginning with Pan-
thaki Baug that evening. “If they tender
any advice I wish to hear it and thereby
be able 1o get a beuter perspective on
what needs Lo be done. Assuming that 50
percent of grievances are not really
worthwhile and 50 percent of the advice
is impractical, the balance, if heeded af-
ter making necessary corrections and
practiced, would enable us 1o create a
new awakening in the community.

“My intention is that having ac-
quainted myself with all these require-
ments 1 should issue a white paper, out-
lining priorities to be pul into practice on
a crash basis, with other items to be done
later... set ourselves a target on what
trustees should do and achieve... make a
beginning.”

Guzder's schedule envisaged the pub-
lication of a white paper it two to three
months. He also spoke of summoning a
samast anjuman meeting shortly. Guzder
says he intends to “summon a samast
anjuman meeling once a year, if not
twice, o counter the criticism that
people have no access Lo the trustees,”



The second priority on Guzder's
agenda relates to the Punchayet adminis-
tration. “By and large the Punchayet ad-
ministration headed by the chief execu-
tive is trying to function in the best way
(it) can. But no administration is perfect,
whether of a-trust or a company or an in-
stitution and therefore, irrespective of
everything, there is room for improve-
ment. (This is) another
aspect I want to devole
my attention o and not
wait.”

To attain this objective
Guzder proposes to set up
a grievance cell in the
Punchayet. As past presi-
dent of the Council for
Fair Business Pracuices,
Guzder feels it is incum-
bent upon him to start a
cell in the Punchayet akin
to those set up by various
large Indian and foreign
companies in India as re-
quired under the Consu-
mer Protection Act. “The
BPP administration today
is fully occupied and
therefore this principle of
listening to grievances
and redressing them (re-
quires) a new cell.” Go-
ing a step further, Guzder
expects o instilule a
moniloring sysiem 1o as- |
certain “what sleps are
taken by the Punchayel Lo
redress grievances... especially if the
complaint is genuine and in the interests
of the community.”

As instances of valid criticism Guzder
notes the want of a playground at Pathaki
Baug where children account for 200 of
its total population of 700 residents. The
Baug being situated in a strife torn area,
the residents had requesied the trustees
for lamps on the grounds during the
January riots to enable them to recognize
and safeguard each other. The request
was instantly granted but not imple-
mented for several days. Guzder at-
tributes this “to lack of coordination and
supervision.” This, Guzder [fecls, en-
dorses his argument that “it is therefore
important that the person at the head of
the Punchayet, guiding its destiny,
should be a person who has had consider-
able administrative, executive and mana-
gerial experience, especially in dealing
with the affairs of large corporations.”

Guzder highlights two of his achieve-
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ments, while reviewing his 18 years on
the Punchayet, as significant. He is par-
ticularly happy that “in the first month of
becoming trustee [In 1975 when BFP
trustee Shiavax Vakil resigned in the
wake of the dokhma controversy, he pro-
posed the name of Guzder who inciden-
tally resides in the same building as
Vakil. Guzder won the subsequent elec-

At the 4th World Zorpastrian Congress
(top, from left): Desai, Dr Aspi
Golwalla, Guzder and Jamsheed Kanga.
At the 1993 Bombay meeting of the
Federation of Parsi Zorpastrian
Anjumans of India (below, from left).

Lt Gen Adi Sethna, Guzder, Rustom
Anklesaria and Keki Gandhi

tion against Jimmy Shroff (see “A Tale
of Two Jimmys,” Parsiana, December-
January 1975)] 1 made my co-lrustees
conscious of the fact that the land which
is now Godrej Baug, and which was ly-
ing vacant and aboul o be requisitioned
by the government under the Land Ceil-
ing Act, should be developed. To this the
trustees happily agreed. Subsequently 1
worked with Mr (B. K.) Boman-Behram
o gel an access road from the BMC
(Bombay Municipal Corporation) to the
land, that is plots O, P and M.”

The second source of satisfaction is
that after the Third World Zoroastrian

Congress (the first of three congresses
over the organization of which he has
presided) I felt that in order to get better
ideas an independent commitiee should
be set up with members who were lead-
ers in different activities and that there
should be only one trustee on that com-
mittee. Here again my co-trustees agreed
and such a committee was set up and it
was this committee which
suggested that we build
ownership flats on top of
Khareghat Colony and
from the sales proceeds of
these flais we develop
and build flats on the va-
cant plots which are now
Godrej Baug. That's how
the scheme of Spenta
%" ownership flats was bom.

* And as can be seen now
we were able to make
enough money (0 take
~ care of more than 400
| flats on the three plots
now known as Godrej
Baug and, in addition,

build 180 flais at
Bharucha Baug.”
Guzder recalls  his

father’s habit of -doling
out monies to people in
distress who approached
him. As he grew older
Guzder found himself
“following the same pat-
tern but not happy with
i." In his years as direc-
tor of Bombay Dyeing in the 19605 (the
Wadia connection was severed in the
1980s, allegedly over the handling of la-
bor problems) he remembers suggesting
to Neville Wadia to create a trust fund,
known as Sir Ness Wadia Foundation,
funded from the profits of Bombay Dye-
ing and Nowrojee Wadia and Sons.
Nevilla Wadia “readily agreed to the
suggestion,” says Guzder. “The cosmo-
politan trust was created and is still in
existence doing, I'm sure, good work.”
Thereafter Guzder said he thought of set-
ting up a charitable trust funded from the
profits of N. §. Guzder and Company, and
Airfreight. Named after his wife and
himself, the Shirin and Jamshed Guzder
Trust was established in 1985, “I made
arrangements with my three sons (Cy-
rus, Jehangir and Farokh) that each year
we should try and contribute a reason-
able sum of money from the profits of
the company and the family business.
My intention was that after I die this tra-
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MATRIMONIAL

Affluent parents
invite proposals for their
5'6" tall, fair, slim,
beautiful, cultured,
22-year-old graduate
daughter. Boy should
be highly educated,
well-settled, industrialist/
businessman or
professional with
cultured and affluent
family background.
Write with full details
and photograph
(returnable) to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana
Matrimonial (Apr/13-93)
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

MATRIMONIAL

A congenial and
charming 37-year-old
Parsi lady, a practicing

physician who is

well settled in the
U.S.A. is interested
in meeting a
professional person
with a friendly
and outgoing
personality. Please
send details and
photograph to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana
Matrimonial (Apr/15-93)
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

MATRIMONIAL

Respectable and cultured
family, well settled in South,
seek suitable bride for their

son aged 23, 5' 11",
handsome and charming,
working as director in family
business of manufacturing
and exports and doing
extremely well for himself.
Girl only consideration. Must

be pretty and of amiable
nature. Please apply
with full size color
photographs to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Apr/16-93)
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from
?raduate. cultured, well
aced Parsi boys for tall,
slim, well-groomed 33-year-
old graduate working girl
from decent family. Please
reply with full bio data to:

The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Apri14-93)
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

Always remember

wldui TATA
%2l BATA

M 322241 KHAMBATA

Ketayun & Bomi

22/A, Wellington Terrace,
Wellington Street,
Bombay-400002.

Tel. No. 206963 6.

Property for Sale

Bungalow available
(1,600 sq ft), plus
18,000 sq ft of land,
close to the sea, with
chikoo and mango
trees and a bore well.
A three-hour ride from
Bombay gets you to
this picturesque
property in Gujarat
with a predominantly
Parsi neighborhood.
Ideal for non-resident
Parsis.

Call: Mr Kishore
6498511




dition of helping the poor and needy
would continue in the family (which
includes Guzder's daughter  Statira
Wadia).”

The Trust with a corpus of over a crore
of rupees is totally cosmopolitan and has
received 80 G exemption under the In-
come Tax Aét, says Guzder. Though the
objects of the Trust are wide, Guzder
notes that special emphasis is laid on edu-
cational activities, medical relief and con-
tributions to public institutions like hospi-
tals and organizations concerned with
cancer relief, care of the blind, etc.

Guzder is trustee/director in 50 orga-
nizations including public limited com-
panies and charitable trusts. He has been
president, among others, of the Indian
Merchants' Chamber, the Indo-German
Chamber of Commerce and the Maha-
rashtra Economic Development Council.
Guzder is happy to note that he is the
only Parsi on the managing committee of
the Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce
and Industry where he is currently vice
president. He is co-chairman of the west-
ern India chapter of the Institute of Man-
agement, UK and vice president of the
National Society for Equal Opportunities
for the Handicapped.

“As member of a minority commu-
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nity 1 have had the satisfaction that I've
been instrumental in being  associated
with and responsible for establishing in-
ternational organizations,” notes Guzder.
He relates how the Universal Organiza-
tion of Travel Agenis’ Association was
set up in 1963-64 with headquarters in
Montreal, Canada, aimed al increasing
tourism around the world and inviting
various countries o0 become members.
Guzder, its first president, was the only
Indian on the board. He narrates how dif-
ferences of opinion between the Latin
countrics of Europe and America and
their Anglo Saxon counterparts pre-
vented the former from joining the orga-
nization. This led to Guzder being ap-
pointed mediator between them: “I'm
happy to say my negotiations were suc-
cessful and 1 was instrumental in bring-
ing them together and we formed a sec-
ond, more representative world body
known as the United Federation of
Travel Agenis Associauons (UFTAA)
with headquarters in Monaco.” Guader
became its first vice president but subse-
quently declined to become president
“because it would mean that I'd be away
from India for eight to nine months.”
Now 27 years old, the organization has
84 countrics as members. Two years ago,

on its 25th anniversary meeting in Portu-
gal, Guzder was suitably honored. Today
Guzder's son Cyrus has been elected vice
president of UFTAA, “the only son
who's succeeded his father in the past 27
years in holding this top position,” notes
Guzder happily.

The chairman is not concerned that
the program he is enunciating will in-
crease his workload and impinge upon
his business commitments. “If even
when I was not chairman T was able 1o
see more than 100 persons a month — [
see everyone who comes to my office to
meet me — and in addition go 1o the
Punchayet office twice a week; if I've
been doing all this since the last four to
five years how will becoming president
add to the burden? The only additional
activity will be visiting the baugs,” he
clarifies and adds, “my sons are all in fa-
vor of my continuing with Punchayet
work."”

Queried about what he thought the fu-
ture holds for the community 25 years
hence, Guzder changed the operalive
verb from “think™ to “hope™ “First we
hope we shall reverse the process of de-

Guzder (center) with his family at the
navjote of his grandson



creasing population Lo increasing popula-
tion. Secondly, the effort we are going to
make (o encourage our young men and
women to be entrepreneurs, we feel in
some measure shall regain the part we
played earlier in the industrial sector of
the country.”

Guzder acknowledges the educated
Parsi wife's desire to work and earn,
leading 1o postponement of childbearing
or restricting the number of births as de-
picted in Dr P. M. Sandhya Rani's report
titled “Study of the effect of housing on
fertility behavior among the Parsis.”
Voicing his concern for the dwindling
numbers which he states “should be dealt
with as the highest priority,” Guzder says
he intends to “take the advice of senior
people (in) our community. (We) must
educate young people, tell them they
must have children. (We must) create
creches, etc.”

Guzder advises the youth to think
ahead: “You must try, in your own mind
devise a plan, even a dream, that you will
not be satisfied by working in a bank as a

clerk or even a senior officer. But that
you will launch forth into constructive
activities which will not only give you fi-
nancial benefils but also the opportunity
to help your fellowman,”

“When | step
down, conditions
regarding
community concerns
should be very
different”

On the subject of housing and the res-
ignation of Justice Bakhtawar Lentin as
ombudsman, Guzder explained, “Len-
tin's role was that of an appeal judge
when an individual did not accept the de-
cision of trustees” regarding the allot-
ment of housing. Guzder surmised that

“Lentin, a very busy person, did not real-
ize that people would take advantage of
his kindness and swamp his office even
for litde things and individual griev-
ances... (There was) no dissatisfaction
with the Punchayer.”

Reiterates Guzder, “My intention is
that when I step down conditions regard-
ing community concerns should be
very different. Instead of criticism from
community members against the Pun-
chayet there will be cooperation and en-
thusiasm among the general public that
their views are being heard (and) com-
plaints corrected and therefore (they will
be ready) to meet the challenge of exist-
ence which may be very difficult in the
next three, four, five years, especially for
minority communities. There will be a
certain sense of comfort that our inter-
ests are being protected. This is my goal.

“Gelting elected and occupying the
chair of president is only the beginning.
It is like opening a door and there's a
fairly long road ahead which one has to
travel to see what's at the end.”

Estate Manager

Required for maintaining six residential properties in
Bombay, Lonavla, Poona and Deolali.

Person will be responsible to visit properties periodically

and supervise upkeep.

Wirite stating details fo:

The Advertiser, Parsiana (Estate)

GPO Box 892
Bombay 40001
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ART

Looking through
STAINED GLASS

Binaifer Karanjia and Jasmine Jehangir
demonstrated through their recent exhibition that stained
glass can tastefully transform interiors

Many a visitor who came 1o
the Jehangir An Gallery 1o
glimpse the staned glass ex-
hibits siayed back for a bel-
ler appreciation of the cre-
ations. While some gaped,
the others gazed. And a few
retlumned again to lake yel
another look at the handi-
work of Jasmine Jchangir
and her elder sister Binaifer )
Karanjia, the owners of The X
Design Studio, reputed for
their original stained glass
compositions. -

More than the sales, the =
sisters were thrilled with the
“unexpected” response they
evoked. And with Jamshed
Bhabha inaugurating the ex-
hibition and personages like
J. R. D. Taia gracing the show made the
duo feel even more elated. “No one knew
we did it, and of this caliber,” says Jas-
mine, giving credit to her sister for insist-
ing on holding the exhibition much to
Jasmine’s initial chagrin. Being already
overloaded with assignments, why did
they need further publicity, queried Jas-
mine (o which Binaifer's response was:
To give interior decorators and architects
an idea of the varied uses to which this
beautiful art can be pul.

That stained glass windows are the
medium for entry of sunlight into many
cathedrals and palatial houses is known,
but that stained glass can also be taste-
fully transformed into doors, entrance
panels, screens, pedestals, mirror frames,
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Parinaz Gandhi

Jasmine Jehangir (left) and Binaifer
Karanjia with their stained glass creations

skylights, coffee tables and a lot more
was a cause of wonder for many specla-
tors. Horses readying for a gallop, birds
in flight, an impish Cupid, foral and
geometric designs were some of the mo-
tifs of the 130 pieces on display, sturdily
framed in wrought iron, teak, cane and
bamboo. Of contrasting shades and hues,
of varying sizes and prices, it wasn’t the
same effort that went into ¢ach art piece.
The choicest works were further embel-
lished with beveled, ewched and faceted
glass, or adorned with semi-precious

- stones, thereby enhancing their value.

Those not fortunate to make it o the

.1 exhibition but interested in
ascertaining the talent of
these artists could make a
= trip to the World Trade Cen-
tre, or Copper Chimney, or
Embassy Aparimenis or
Jaipur Jewels or... The sis-
ters have left their imprint at
several places. To gauge the
authenticity of a stained
glass art piece let sunlight
pour through it, they advise.
When you sce the same pat-
tern in the same hues re-
flected on the facing wall or
floor tiles, you can be sure of
its quality.

“Rather expensive” is the
common refrain voiced by
most of the customers on
reading the price tags rang-
ing in thousands, mentions Jasmine.
Nevertheless, 65 of their items were sold
during the six days of the exhibition in
February last, several of the remaining
pieces being sought subseguently, she
adds. Three to four patrons made sure of
their bookings on the first morning of the
exhibition. Others, finding the items
costly but unable to resist the temptation
of a purchase settled for a smaller piece
within their budget. Since The Design
Studio uses only the genuine stained
glass, of the imported variety, the cost of
their handicraftls works oul approxi-
maiely 200 times higher than if indig-
enous glass were used, Binaifer justifies
their rates.

Further, cach of their creations comes



Under the auspices of the MAZDAYASNIE MONASTERIE and the ALL INDIA
SHAH BEHRAM BAUG SOCIETY (for Scientific and Educational Research)

The one and only

in the world

ZOROASTRIAN COLLEGE

Correspondence address: Mustafa Building, (2nd floor), Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta Road, Bombay 400001, India. Tel: 2660214/2662950 after hours: 3644737
Fax: Bombay India 022-2662735-A/c 121

INTERFAITH PEACE STUDIES DEPT

Apova: Prot. Dr. MEHER MAS-
TEA-MOOS prasenting the
lamp o His Holingss

JOHN PAUL I at Madras in
Fabruarny 1586

Balow: Falcinzion o! SIMON
CARDIMNAL PIMENTA by (ala)
Mg, PILOO M KATRAK, at
Peoples for Peace Foundgalion
Function with Rin.  Nari
Gursahan, Prol AR K. Pillal,
O Mahar Masior - Moos and
Aan. Mang) Gursahan presanl

India is the homo ol 12 r
World Raiigions. Raspact
at faiths @ guaratiedd by the
Constitution and ingrained in
tha lradsion of the people. In
this spiritual  soll, the
Mazdayasnie Zoroasirian
faith could survive, and s ol
iowors tha Parsliran Zor0as-
trian conia Mourish. e, in
“Gangla Raligion” Countnies &
as raly, Spain, Portugal, Latin
Amarica, whara Christian
Catrolic) laith, or Kofea,
rma, Thaland, whate Bud-
dhism, of Saud Arabia wiere
Islam mna the “Oflicial Religion”,

this concept of relgious ioleranco and pluraism is sora-
thing wnusual, In tact, tha bu' of 1ha World populat:on has
not even haard the rama of the Zoroastrian R Ton; and
among thosa who hava heand ol f, m
and nave no Reowhidne of 6 1050w
s sauanon, 1ne ZONCASTRIAN G
Dapanmant, 10 provicks, 100 10 firs? B
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1. Asanged atendance at maor International Confer-

SNCES N Varous countnes
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wige, 1hat ana concerned with Inter-Fash and Peace Dia-
ue Studies

3. Opaned h faciity of promobng siudies by Ph.D. degroe

reSAnch 1hesis

4. Estabisbed 170 Inter Faith Cepartment International

Advisory Board

CONFERENCES

1. Sincd ks MmeDosion

26M its Fepresenalves and Delegations 1o attend major
Imprnational Intér Faith Contarancas in Inda and abroad. In
1686, Prof. Or. MEMER MASTER - MOOS (Dr. M. M. M j was
iy Aad to Mt His Holiness Pope John Paul llas Joroas

frin TR reprEsenTalive at a select garharing of 100 Scho

ars & Prigsis ot aitferan? refigions of Inda, &1 Madras; and
again in 1986 at the Vatican in Romae [see Photo), In 1887,
1 M Yors basdd COUNCIL FOR THE WORLD'S RELL-
GIONS, held a mae Intor Fath Dalogue Conleronca in
Hasrson BC, Canada, wharg 09 présanied a paper as
Zoroasinan tadh represenacive. in 1988 Septembor 1he
G.B.C holo a DIALOGUE AT ST, PIUS’ Cotege Bombay.
whive the Zoroasinan College Delegation inclugod De

SHIVAVUX and Mes, GRACE KHAMBATA M- PERINK.
ANKLESARIA, Mrs, AMY K. MASTER ard Prol. De. NUAMLAL
WO prosented DADGSs and sgeaches, In 1989 February &t
tha BRAHMA KUMARI'SINTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
al M. Abu win over 3000 porsons from many Coumries
prasont, Prof. Dr, MUMUML ang Mrs, GRACE 5. K {AMBATA
roprasented Zoronsinan Collogeash, prasoniing § DeeCnos
and papers. In May. 1989 through Prod, Dr ﬁEGFFI'rED
HERMERDING and ARS REGA Dr. MMM, wsitod the
ancant Agan Caves in Garmany 10 giva MeCiufes 10 tha
MASDASNANS In Septembar 1963, a ine AURANGABAD
PEACE DIALOGUE Conference, Dr. MMM,  gave Iha
vl oy Speach for tha Zoroasinans, In Seplombaer 1 B30,
1o VATICAN through the ST, EGIDIC COMMURNITY, in-

n 1886, the Zoroastnan Collega has ™ vied Zorcastrian Cofege Prascent Prol Dr. Mahar Mastor

Moos 10 reprosent the Zoroasisan lanh al its major Irer
Faith Penco Dislogua International Conlerence haid in
BARI, haly, In Movembar 1880 @ the AURANGABAD
PEACE DIALOGUE Conlerance, Prol. MEHER L. PAVRAI,
M. JAL OLIA, Mss KHURSHID COOPER representad
Zoroasirian College and proseniod spoachios 3. In
Decambar 1930, at tha BAHA| CONFERE AT
PANCHGANMI, Ms, COOM MISTRY, Miss ARMAITI
D.ﬂ.NDIWALLAro:-rumtm.?ﬂmsmunﬂnllng.inﬂclnmr
19571 al ina Workd Imtae Faith Conferance at M. 1ha
atlon included Prol. Dr. MEHER
MASTER-MOOS, Miss KHURSHID COOPER represantad
Zosoasran College and presonied Spoeches s In
Decembar 1990, a! the BAHAI CONFERENCE AT
PANCHGANI, Ms. COOM MISTRY, Miss ARMAITI
DANDIWALLA reprasentad Zoroasirian Gollaga. In
1991 & thae World Inter Faith Conferénce al COCHIN,
Zoroasirian Collage Dafagation inchuded Prol, Dr. MEHER
MASTER-MCOS, Mrs. AMY K. MASTER, Mr, RUSTOM
DEGANMWALLA of Karachi, Miss, ARMAITY DANDIWALLA;
Ms, KHURSHID COOPER, Mr. S.H.MISTRY. In Seplembar
1932, tho VATICIANST. EGIDID COMMUNITY haid its
World Contarenca in BRUSSELS where Z.C. Presi-
dant Prod. Dr. Mahor Masior — Moos was invilad 10 repne-
som the Zoroastran faith, In October 1992 the FIRST
WORLD COMGRESS OF SPIRITUAL CONCORD was halkd
in ALMA ATA KHAZAKHISTAN whara 1ha 2. C. Dal
heaced by D, MEHER MASTER - MOOS inch s,
SHIFIN FARAMAIZI Mrs, HOMAI BIL IMORLA, Mrs. JERRY
KUMANA, Mr, HOMI SETHNA and Mr. RUSTOM
DEGAMWALLA, On Roeoublic Day January 1993, Z. .
organised, with Padmashs HOMI JH. TALEYARKHAN, &
Faace Prayer médting in Borrng that was led HIS
EMINENCE CARDINAL SIMON PIMENTA wih ERVAD
ROSHIAWAN K ANGA rocting Zoroastnan P‘:ﬁ,'wri I Januy-
1993 at MADURAI PEACE CONFERENCE, ERVAD
BURZIN ATASHBAND represanted 2.0 Through these
Conlerancas, and Imarnatonal T.V. coverage and Fagiol
Priass, Inousands of persons whi nad nevos hoasd of Parss
warg mace awane thal Zoroastiansm $iill lounshes as a
m&rn-.r.
2. COLLABORATIONS In ordér f0 $irongingn 25 inema
tional work, the ZC. has éslablanad coBaboralion wilh
Mapr orpanisalions in many Counfes, concarmad with Inlar
Faith Paace Dialogue. Thase inciuda 1ho Masdasnans
ol Germany, tha Pax Mund (Belgium}, Brahma Kumar’s
Workd Sparifual Unevarsaty [Ingia), Intermatsonal F edenation of
Retigion (Thailand), Global Forum of Spintual & Pariaman-
tary Leadeors (U.5.A ), Academy of Fesgon & Psychical
Resaarch (LS. A ) Councd for thaWords Haligions (LLS.AL),
r Cayco Foundation (USA), Peoples for Peace
Founcation (Bombay), Word Conloronce of Rolgions tor
Poaca [Switzenand), Waorkd inter Faith Colleges ASSOCiangn
i:?;rm;._ The Vatscian Pontifcal Commession lor Inber
igious Dintogua (haly), C.B.C.I, (india) Tha Aurcbngo
naosophical Socety (India). The
Tomple of Undarstanding (U5 A), Rudoll Steings
Orpanisation {Swizetand) CGentra lor the Study of World
jons [Incal, Wond Fallowship of Inter Retigous Coun-
cis (Ingin). St Xavier's Cotege & 51 Pius Cofega inler Faith
Dislogue Dopts. (Bombay). Isiam Cullure Foundation,
1chtllB.J g Gheod
3. Ph. D DEGREES BY RESEARCH: Ths facity nas
enabled 0UISIANGNG DHTSONS In VETOUS COUNIries 1o pUTSUe
research on Peaca and Living Faihs Dialogue. Since 1986,
Dr, AHMAD ABDULLAH of JORDAN présantod 8 1hass on
PEACE 1M THE MIDDLE EAST — a solulipn 19 1hd Jewish
— Chrstan — Istamc Conticis in Patesting; Dr. FRANCIES
DESSART o! BELGIUM presanted thasis on EDUCATIONAL
DIALOGUE. Soveral parsons from Raly, Canada and other
countries are prasently doing thelr resoarch sludias through
this Deparimant. 3
4, Tha JOROASTRIAN COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL IN-
TER FAITH ADVISCRY BOARD graws togethar ihi out-
standing loaders of the Inter Faih Diniogue movaman in
Incig and oiher countries, Tha WLM of thia D il
movemaent i Inca s Fr, ALBERT NAMBIARPARMEIL,
Sec. C.B.C.| Orhar d stinguishad personalites on tha Boad
past and présant incluce1ne Secratanyus, Pro. Non Chestianis
Reprosantaivg at the YATICAN, Prol. KLOSTERMEIR,
Caroda, Prot. MARK. MC AVITY, Canaca Prof. FRANCIS
DESSART (Balgium): Mrs BOJLEN HARTMAN (Donmark),
0+ BEHRAMD. PITHAVALA, Inca, Dr VICTOR INYUSHIN
(LISSH) Foy, ARY ROEST CROLLIUIS (aly), Mrs. ANNE
MARGRETHE SONDRESON {MNaorway), Ervad RUSTOMII
PAVAL, Ervac GODREJ SIDHWA (Pasian), Ms. MANIZE
SAIT (Sngapore), Dr. IOBAL DESHMUKH (i), Ervad
BEJON DESAI (Ingia). Fr. GEORGE KOOVECKAL [Inda),
O SHIAVUX R KHAMBATA (Inga) Dr. BURJOR KOLAH
U5 AL Shn SURESH SHUKLA {Inda)

in 1686, the UNMITED NATIONS DAG HAMMARSKJOELD
PEACE AWARD Commutes ol tha PAX MUNDI | ).
conserrod (e oreat Ronour of tho PAX MUNDI INTERMNA-
TIONAL PEACE AWARD on 1w ladias in Indea kar outsiand-
ing work done fof inler Faan Peaco and the Cause of
Humanly — thase wore MOTHER THERESA and Zoroas-
wian Coltge Presigent, Dr. MEHER MASTER MOOS

If you are interasiod 1o SUpport tha work of thy Zoroasifan
Colfege Inter Fash Paace Dop!; donations ra winlchkmed,
Cash or cheques i favour ol SHAH BEHRAM BAUG
SOCIETY may besantiothe Musiata Biog sodress, Bombay
givan aDOVE, wilh your Covenng Wttor

Zoroasinan Colioge De!

Aghram (India). Tha
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with a certificate testifying the number
of glass pieces that went into its making
and the guarantee that the same design
will not be duplicated for any other client.

The holding of this maiden exhibiuon
at the Jehangir Art Gallery was of con-
siderable significance 1o the Jehangir
family for it was the first ume that
someone from the family was using the
halls built in memory of Jehangir C.
Jehangir. (Jasmine’s husband, Jehangir,
is the lineal descendent of Sir Cowasjee
Jehangir.) “My mother-in-law was thril-
led,” mentions Jasmine, “and even
though she rarely goes outl, she made it a
point 1o attend the exhibition.” And yet,
permission for the use of the hall was not
obtained by using any family pressures,
Jasmine clanfies. They had to do their
bookings in advance and just as in the
case of any other artist, their exhibits had
to be approved by the panel.

Likewise, when alerting the Press
about the proposed exhibition, they could
have invoked the assistance of Binaifer's
father-in-law Burjor Karanjia or his
brother Russy Karanjia, both well-known
journalists. They chose instead o earn
publicity on merit, reveals Binaifer,

Where family support does play a cru-
cial role for Jasmine is the freedom
granted 10 convert the residential pre-
mises into a workplace. It is from their
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Exhibits created at The
Design Studio
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mansion on Nepean Sca Road that Jas-
ming, who has done her bachelors in fine
arts from the Sophia Polytechnic and the
J. J. School of Art, does the sketching,
decides on the color scheme and thereaf -
ter actually proceeds with the cutting of
glass. The house is also used as a store-
house of stained glass works both com-
plete and incomplete. Barely two min-
utes down the road is located The Design
Studio where the cul glass receives sys-
tematic treaiment: grinding (where the
rough edges are smoothened), copper
foiling of the edges, laying out the pieces
as they appear on the design, soldering
with lead, and finally antiquing (the
black line that is scen over the leading).
Of course, they have assistanis helping
out at different stages, but the ulumate
responsibility of meeting deadlines and
satislying customers vests with the sis-
Lers.

The Design Studio was started in 1986
as a partnership firm by Binaifer and
Jasmine. Prior to that both of them were
working for adverlising agencies —
Binaifer as a clients supervisor, and Jas-
ming as a visualizer — but were dissatis-
fied with the work pressures and tim-
ings. Their interest in stained glass had
been ignited earlier. For Binaifer, it
started when she was swdying for
her busingss management degree in

Clairmont. She opted for a short night
course in the art of stained glass. Jas-
min¢, with her background in ar fol-
lowed by a short course in interior deco-
ration, was briefly working with an
architect, designing ‘fake' stained glass
(where the quality of the glass used is
subsiandard and therefore cannot assure
the same resulis).

Having seen genuine stained glass,
Binaifer was not happy with her sister’s
output and insisted they go abroad to
study this art intensively. For six months
they worked with master craftsmen in the
US and UK, and were apprenticed to
prominent studios in southern California.
Even now, whenever Jasmine is abroad
on holiday, she makes it a point to gain
expericnce at some studio and leam the
latest technique and developments in this
field.

To maintain international standards,
premium quality imported glass is a must
at The Design Swdio. However not as
fortunate are they with other sophisti-
cated gadgets available to crafismen
overseas where the tedious task of cut-
ting glass is no longer done manually.
The artists in India are therefore exposed
to several health hazards. Binaifer has an
abscess on her finger (a result of cutting
glass) 1o prove her point, That however is
a rare occurrence, she concedes. The



more regular risks are inhalation of lead
fumes and glass particles because of
which they have devised a face mask.
When it is restoration work they under-
take, they have to guard against tetanus,
And especially when the ladies are preg-
nant they have to be even more wary.
“We are making it sound as though we
are constantly pregnant,” laughs Binai-
fer, adding, “though it would be a good
thing for the community”s statistics,”

Binaifer, at 34, is a mother of two
while Jasmine, at 30, has one child. In
fact one of the factors that made them
launch their own business was the flex-
ibility of work hours they would be al-
lowed w0 maintain. Often though it
means they have to work on Sundays oo
when deadlines have to be met. They try
to adhere 1o schedules as far as possible
unless a commissioned work involves
beveling or etching on smoked glass in
which case they are dependent on other
artisans who may have their own priori-
ties.

Since the holding of their exhibition
several interior decorators and architects
have shown an interest in their work.
Their father Beji Billimoria, a building
contractor who runs B. E. Billimoria and
Sons is only indirectly concerned with

To gauge the
authenticity of a
stained glass art
piece let sunlight

pour through it

promoting their art. He is building
houses while the daughters concentrate
on beautifying homes. Their mother
Mehroo is their biggest and best critic,
they acknowledge.

Liaising with the carpenters during
exhibition time has taught the sisters sev-
eral lessons, onc of which is not 1o prom-
is¢ any new work that involves being ac-
countable for the carpenters 00, S0 no
more off-the-shelf furniture inset with
stained glass motifs. The client will have
to arrange for the framework of the item
after which The Design Swudio will be
happy to produce a suitable stained glass
creation of the required dimensions.

Who are their competitors? “There
are no competitors,” maintain the artists
explaining that barring them no one in

For Pure Diamonds

KAAWZARD M ZA
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324, Grant Road, Bombay 400007. Telephone 3073483 Fax 3099648
APPOINTED VALUERS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Bombay uses this technigue with im-
ported glass to create such a beautiful
impacl. Binaifer has scant respect for
those taking shortcuts in this stained
glass process, referring to their activity
as one “bastardizing this art,” a remark
that carns a prompt reprimand from her
vounger sister for using such language.
Would they be willing to share their
knowledge with others? Jasmine has no
reservations though she does hasten to
clarify that those interested in learning
would need to make their own arrange-
ments for imported sheets of stained
glass. And the wastage is tremendous ini-
tially, she wams, relating her own trying
days when a slight error in tapping while
detaching a piece of the required dimen-
sions would end up in spoiling the sur-
rounding glass sheel.

Costs notwithstanding, with their love
for challenging assignments one job that
the sisters offer 1o undertake 15 a stained
glass creation, “on a complimentary ba-
sis, for a nice fire-temple.”

Already they know that their art has
made select inroads into places of conse-
quence. Their main wish is o see their
creativity reach “those discerning few
who go beyond occasionally admiring
art, to living with it everyday.”
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The building of the
Oberoi empire

Burjor Karanjia

Dare to Dream — A iife of Ral Bahadur Mohan
Singh Oberoi by Bachi J. Karkaria. Published in
1662 by Viking, Penguin Books India (P) Lid, B4/
245, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi 1100285
Pp: 260, Price: Rs 285.

The Oberoi hotels today are indeed a far
cry from the picturesque taverns and inns
described by James Douglas in his
Glimpses of Old Bombay and Western
India. The facilines they provide and the
level of sophistication achieved by them
mark a dramatic advance even over the
Taj, the first hotel 1o be built in Bombay
in 1903 with the aim of carrying forward
the splendid wradition of Raffles in
Singapore and Shepheard’s in Cairo —
hotels which boasted of com-
forts then considered modern
like “through ventilation, a
Turkish bath and carbon diox-
ide ice-making plant.”

Beginning with the acquisi-
tion of Clarke’s Hotel in 1934,
the Oberoi group today com-
prises 30 hotels, 15 in India and
15 spread over four continents;
and two more are to be com-
missioned, one each in India
and abroad.

“I often wonder how [ did
it,” Rai Bahadur Mohan Singh
Oberoi reminisces at 91. Bachi
J. Karkaria's painstakingly re-
scarched and sensitively inter-
preted story of his life provides
the answer. Dare to Dream is
the swff that dreams are made
of — when they are rcalized.
Like any siudy in greatness,
whatever the field of endeavor,
the book makes for engrossing
and, with the many delightful
little human touches interspersed, en-
dearing reading, even though the author
cannot always repress the punster in her:
“They were all delectations one couldn’t

Escoffier at!” and “Bombay’s relation- »

ship with the Arabs had, ull 1976, been
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no greal sheikhs” — to give only two
samples.

The innovations Mohan Singh Oberoi
introduced in his hotels, many for the
first time in India, show how scrupu-
lously he realized the imperative of con-
stant growth and change. He pionecred
room service, doing away once and for
all with room bearers getling into one
another’s way in the kiichen. He pro-
vided his hotels with health clubs follow-
ing the lead given by the famed Sham-
rock in Texas. His introduction of the
shopping arcade was to become a feature
of every large hotel.

Most revolutionary for a country

The Oberoi at Bombay: constant change

where sex is taboo, women are given sec-
ond place and private morals don’t mea-
surc up lo public pretensions, Oberoi
dared to introduce housemaids in India.

Voices were raised in outrage. Visions
were conjured up of hotel guesis threat-
ening some helpless, cowering young
thing with, “As you make my bed, so
shall you lie on it." Occupational haz-
ards were dreaded as in the case of the
unfortunate housemaid who came upon
the Pakistani crickeler walking about
stark naked in his room. “House rules, in
the case of such an eventuality,” wriles
Karkana, “state that the maid must not
bat an eyelid, nor keep an eye on the ball,
but retumn to pavilion at the earliest.”

But seriously, how did Oberoi do it?

Paticnce and perseverance were vir-
tues which he converted into a sound in- -
vestment policy. Discipline, the impor-
tance of detail and the correct way of
dealing with seniors and subordinates
alike, he picked up from his British
bosses when he began life as a clerk at
the Cecil. He had the knack of picking
the right people and, equally important,
the humility of learning from them. He
knew the importance of culting costs —
like when he observed, at one
of his hotels, that butter left
over from breakfast went down
the drain and issued the order
that it should be collected and
sent 1o the pastry shop: “Betler
cakes, belter custom.” He also
knew the vast difference be-
tween culting costs and cuiting
corners. He never cul corners.

Oberoi quantified perfec-
tion into a system and insisted
on rigid adherence to it. Ev-
erything had to be just so —
the way a bed should be made,
a tray arranged, crockery
stacked to minimize delays.
No detail was oo small — the
method of cooking scrambled
eggs, the number of sugar
lumps in a bowl, the exact po-
sitioning of the toilet paper
stand in the bathroom. He
worked out and established
an unwavering standard and
totally eliminated individual
judgement. “Rai Bahadur knew that dis-
cretion very easily deteriorales into
whim. And then everything deteriorates.
Period."”

Oberoi’s essential humanily comes
oul strongly in these pages. When during
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renovation work on the Oberoi in Cairo,
a marble slab slipped and crushed an en-
gineer to death, he supported the victim’s
family and gave his brother a job in the
hotel. Equally apparent is his deep and
genuine concern for his customers, Once
in the Delhi hotel coffee shop, he ob-
served a girl who made a face on sipping
the orange juice, did not touch any more,
paid and left. He caught up with her and
on hearing that the juice wasn't fresh, he
said to her; “You must never accepl any-
thing that's second best, in life or in a ho-
tel.” He escorted her back to her table,
gallantly pulled out a chair for her and
asked the steward to get her another
drink. Always, in the true tradition of In-
dian hospitality, he looked upon his cus-
tomers "ot as customers bul as honored
guests.

Throughout his life, even after he re-
tired, Oberoi had his finger on a hotel’s
thre¢ pulse points — oCcupancy rates,
restaurant business statements and guest
comments — all submitted for his scru-
tiny every day. The single-mindedness
with which he pursued his calling and his
outstanding success both in the country
and abroad, almost made it appear as if
the hotel industry in India is a one-man
industry.

Of course he received help and coun-
sel from many: From his mother, the re-
doubtable Bhagwanti whom he recalls
getting him ready for school when he
was six, dropping him, taking his lunch
and picking him up again, making the
three km journey three times each day.
From his wife Ishran Devi, companion
and helpmate with a heart big enough to
forgive him his trespasses, who spent her
later years in prayer and meditation, pro-
viding her man-of-the-world husband a
brush with eternity. From his sons Tikki
(who died an untimely death) and Bikki,
his daughters and their children. From
managers, picked men who gave him un-
questioning loyalty. And from his work-
ers, the lowliest of whom could proudly
say that he had direct access to the chair-
man.

Curiously, in contrast to her percep-
tive analysis of the qualities of head and
heart that made Oberoi what he is,
Karkaria adopts an ambivalent attitude
when writing about his “women friends.”
It seems audacious, or just unfair, she
writes, to raise doubts at this stage in his
life about what his wife thought about his
women friends. But earlier in the book
Karkaria speaks of Ishran Devi's forbear-
ance in this regard. She also quotes
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Oberoi: “When we got married and she
came to live in Simla, those were the
happiest years of my life. I never loved
her any the less till the end.” There is of
course no contradiction involved in these
remarks. The women friends remain
shadows, they fail to acquire substance.
One would have thought that if a man 15
not ashamed of what he has done, there
is never arly shame in writing about it.

Nothing perhaps is so characteristic of
this fabulous man than the manner of his
planning to leave this world. It always
rankled that his mother’s death had been
robbed of its dignity by the squalor of the
Calcutta burning ghat. He would not
have that repeated in his case or that of
any of his family members. So, like ev-
erything else about his life, the place of
his leaving was planned to the last detail
— a monument, bearing the name of his
beloved mother, in red stone, set in
manicured grounds adjacent to his farm.
“Death too should have a room with a
view," comments Karkaria.

Fate decreed that his life’s companion
Ishran Devi, who had stood by him even
on those occasions when he had no time
for her, preceded him there, leaving him
forlom. But with true wifely devotion
she would have preferred it this way, Lo
be there at the appointed place to receive
him when his time comes.

The
Kopenhagen
Connection

Faribourz Nariman

The Kopenhagen Manuscript K27 by
Hormazdyar Dastur Kayeji Mirza. Published by
the Bombay Parsi Punchayet, 208, Or D. N,
Road, Bombay 400001, Pp: XIll+105. Price not
stated.

Up to about 150 or 200 years ago, the art
of manuscript writing was practised by a
number of scribes belonging 1o various
communities living in different parts of
the world. These practitioners have pre-
served for fulure generations a wealth of
information pertaining to diverse disci-
plines, while simultaneously (though at
times unconsciously) enriching the cal-
ligraphic treasures of the world. Of
course, in the modern world only paleo-

graphers and/or lovers of calligraphy
consult old manuscripts.

As far as our scriptural heritage is
concerned, our priests of yesteryears
ministered to the needs of the Zoroas-
trian tradition in two ways. They kept
the oral tradition alive by learning the
holy words by rote and, in turn, by teach-
ing the young aspirants to do the same.
Again, they would devote a considerable
part of their spare time to wriling manu-
scripts (in Avesta, Pah'avi, Pazand and
Persian), formerly on parchments and
later on paper. Thosc on paper aré our
priceless treasure today.

The book under review is about one
such manuscript written in the 14th cen-
tury — The Kopenhagen Manuscript
K27 — now in the Danish Royal Library.
It consists of an unbound collection of 34
folios of which five are missing. Thus,
really speaking, it is a fragmcnt o0 a
manuscript of mainly miscellaneous
Pahlavi texts.

As Hormazdyar Mirza mentions in his
preface, he got an opportunity to visit
Copenhagen in 1990 and he utilized it to
examine some of the oldest Avesta and
Pahlavi writings collected by Professors
Rasmus Rusk and N. L. Westergaard
during the first half of the last centry.
The age of the manuscript in question,
the unique style in which it is written and
its interesting orthographic peculiarities
were some of the factors which enthused
the author 1o select it for publication.

The first 66 pages of the book contain
the Pahlavi text and the rest are devoted
to collation and explanatory notes di-
vided prayerwise into 12 sections. Pri-
marily the work is meant for Iranists and
hence diacritical marks and Greek letters
are used while wanscribing Avesta,
Pahlavi and Pazand words. However,
there are a few pages which may be of
interest to lay Zoroastrians. For instance,
the notes on the nirang for curing stom-
ach ache (literal and not the idiomatic
petman dukhvun, a psychological prob-
lem wilfully created by our self-styled
leaders); and the nirang-amulet, a rem-
edy for fever and other ailments.

The author, now in his late eighties,
has, as usual, taken considerable pains o
bring out this work — a fact which de-
serves lo be appreciated by all scholars
regardless of their agreeing or disagree-
ing with some of the author's conclu-
sions. The trustees of the Parsi Pun-
chayet, Bombay should be congratulated
for publishing this work in the Pahlavi
Tex1s Series.



MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides
(as listed in this issue) ranged
between 22 and 47 years, the
arithmetic mean (the total num-
ber of individual ages divided
by the total number of brides)
being 28 years. The comespon-
ding figures for the grooms
were 25 and 53 years, averaging
at 32 years.

As compared to 14 births in
March there were 90 Zoroastri-
ans who died in Bombay.
Thirty-iwo fell prey 1o heart dis-
ease of whom seven were above
the age of 80. The other major
killer was lung disease and
pneumonia, claiming 12 vie-
tims. Ten patients succumbed 1o
cancer compared to six who
died of old age/general debility,
five to hypertension and four to
seplicemia. Intestinal bleeding,
Parkinson's discase, brain dis-
case, blood clot in the brain,
diabetes and bronchitis claimed
two each. Isolated cases regis-
tered last month were: nervous
disorder, dysentery, meningitis,
kidney failure, paralysis, circu-
latory failure, rabies and urinary
tract infection. The coroner’s re-
port was pending in one case.

The youngest 1o die was a 23-
year-old youth as compared 1o a
male centenarian. A woman
aged 31 was also lost w0 the
communily.

The data on births, marriages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
various newsletters and anju-
mans in India and abroad, courts
and hospitals. This information
is not always complete or con-
sistent. For example, the birth
figures for Bombay are supplied
by four hospitals; births in sub-
urban hospitals and private
nursing homes are not included
unless individuals send us infor-
mation ogether with a copy of
the birth certificate. In the
breakup of deaths according
o illnesses, especially of the
clderly, death is ofien due 1o
a combination of several dis-
Cascs,

If readers have any births/
marriages/deaths they would
like published, some proof 10
ensure the veracity of the report
would be required. We are sure
our readers would appreciate
this requirement and cooperate
with us.

AHMEDABAD

DIED

Rustomji Behramji Pastakia
(77), husband of Amy and
father of Astad and Behram on
February 15, 1993

Jeroo Jehangirji Karanjawalla
(62), 6, Udyan Flats, Near St
Xaviers School, Navrangpura,
380001; March 14

Bapuji Naoroji Kanga (92), A-
6, Anal Apts, Gulbai Tekda,
380001; March 15

BOMBAY

BORN

A girl 1o Behnaz and Behram
Pashutanizadeh; March 1

A boy to Shahnaz and Hormuz
frani; March 3

A girl to Gulshan and Keki
Kotwal; March 8

A boy o Dianaz and Deenyar
Jehani, March 9

A girl 1o Nelly and Parvez
Kanga; March 12

A boy to Amy and Kali Master;
March 14

A girl to Shiraz and Vispy
Kapadia; March 15
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A boy 10 Dilshad and Dinyar
Vajifdar; March 15

A boy 1o Zarin and Feroze
Sukhia; March 17

A boy to Shehnaz and Byram
Dhalla; March 19

A boy to Hutoxshi and Rohinion
Wadia; March 20

A boy 1o Tanaz and Rajeev Das;
March 28

A girl to Ketayun and Rustom
Damania; March 30

A boy to Shireen and Vivek
Mathur; March 31

MARRIED

Mahatab Jehangirji Panthaki of
Surat and Percy Homi
Bilimoria; November 29, 1992
Rashna Hoshang Palsetia and
Godrej Baji Mistry; February 4,
1993

Yasmin Kersi Bilimoria and
Pirojshaw Aspi Sarkari;
February 16

Denaifer Godrej Dadina and
Aspi Phirozshaw Billimoria;
February 21

Khurshid Burjor Doriawalla
and Yezdi Noskir Todiwalla;

February 23

Nilufer Tehmurasp Shroff and
Gev Bahadur Bulsara;,
February 27

Gulshar Homi Dordi and
Ardeshir Dadi Contractor,
March 4

Khubcher Minoo Master and
Kermaan Boman Mehta;
March 5

Gulrukh Fali Mehta and
Behram Rustam Sabawala;
March 5

Firuza Savak Merchant and
Khoorshed Keki Doctor,
March 11

Navaz Sorab Chothia and
Jamshed Gustad
Taraporewalla; March 11
Delna Jehangir Boga and
Darayus Phiroze Bhadha;
March 13

Perviz Noshir Irani and Pervez
Boman Dubash; March 14
Hutoxi Jal Irani of Thane and
Merwan Adi Irani: March 14
Hutoxi Phirez Madan and
Khushro Eruch Sethna;
March 14

Keity Sam Shekary and Kersi
Keki Bhathena; March 15
Roshni Darabshaw Ghadiali
and Berzin Noshir Sethna;
March 16

Roshni Soli Dastur and Firdosh
Pestonji Bhathena, March 18
Benaifer Faramroze Desai and
Dinyar Nariman Gandhi;
March 18

Arnavaz Fargkh Bhathena and
Asior Homi Ghandhy; March 19
Maharukh Fercoz Haradhvala
and Homi Keki Haevae;
March 19

Maharukh Ardeshir Patel and
Yezdi Eruch Wadia; March 19
Yazmeen Rustom Jasoomoney
and Cyrus Darab Contractor:
March 20

Roxana Hoshang Patel and
Behram Dorab Cooper;
March 20

Tanaz Keki Mogrelia and
Neville Jal Daruwalla:

March 21

Sarvar Faredoon Parvaresh
and Sarosh Faramroze
Konkrawalla; March 21
Anahita Erach Mehta and
Sorab Hirji Parekh; March 25
Khursheed Naval Khambatia
and Dinyar Pesi Olpadwala;
March 26

Nazneen Nariosang Desai and
Nozer Rusi Kwar, March 28

Goolshan Dara Bhiwandiwala
and Temurasp Neriosang
Panthaki; March 28

DIED

Soli Rustomji Jokhi (12),
residing at Gazdar Mans,
Princess St, 400002; Fe

28 ’
Khorshed Dorabji Rao (81),
16/7, Rustom Baug, Vicioria
Rd, Byculla, 400027;

February 28

Shireen Rustomjee Bhagwagar
(87), 18, Ashiana, T.P.S. III,
31st Rd, Bandra, 400050;
March 1

Aloo Eruch Daruwalla (73), 7,
Bharucha Bldg, Gilder Lane,
Lamington Rd, 400008;
March 1

Banoobai Nariman Panthaky
(80), Chandrabala Est, 30th Rd,
T.P.S. I, Bandra, 400050;
March 1

Firoze Nowroji Sidhwa (45),
Kala Niketan Bldg, M. Karve
Rd, 400020; March 1
Maneckbai Bapuji Cardmaster
(949), Motiwala Mans, Gowalia
Tank Rd, 400036; March 2
Baji Dadabhoy Lal (62), 781,
Mancherji Joshi Rd, Parsi
Colony, Dadar, 400014;
March 2

Mani Dorabjee Aria (81),
L-2/62, Cama Park, Andheri
(W), 400058; March 3

Jal Framji Seervai (74), Perviz
Mans, Cumballa Hill Rd,
400036; March 3

Cavasfi Framroze Shroff (85),
Moonlight, 158, M. Karve Rd,
400020; March 4

Bejonji Burjorji Chinoy (92),
G-38, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; March 5

Rustom Nadirsha Vankadia
(78). Wagle Cooper Bldg,
Khetwadi, 12th Lane, 400004;
March 5

Dolly Burjorji Daver (60), Ef1,
Dalal Est, Lamington Rd,
400008; March 6

Freny Jal Kharas (67), Df25,
Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; March 6

Noshkir Nanabhoy Patel (77),
808, Aimeya Manzil, Khodadad
Circle, Dadar, 400014; March 6
Farokh Hirjibhai Banker (86),
12/A, Colaba Chmbs,
Waodchouse Rd, 400005;
March 7

Bachamai Kaikhushroo
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Ghadiali (87), A, Khalakdina
Ter, Gowalia Tank Rd, 400036;
March 7

Rattanshaw Dinshaw (95), Clo
Jal N. Driver, 7, Phalguni,
Sarojini Rd, Santacruz (W),
400054; March 8

Perin Phiroze Hathidaroo (82},
31, Sion Mans, Sion Rd, Sion,
400022; March §

Gool Noshirwan Misiry (30),
28, Daruwalla Hse, 1st
Dhobitalao Lane, Dhobitalao,
400002; March 8

Shernaz (Sheroo) Jehangir
Pathan (18), 727-A, Dr
Vimadalal Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; March 8
Nowraji Pestonji Sidhwa (86),
3, Chandanwadi Native
Dispensary Bldg, 400002;
March 8

Keti Minoo Bhathena (65),
M/14, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; March 9

Khurshed Phiroze Kanga (82),
Shiv Shanti Bhuvan, 146,

M. Karve Rd, 400020; March 9
Kunversha Kersaspji Lala (71),
10, Meherali Mans, Dr B. A.
Rd, Byculla, 400027; March 9
Minoo Darabsha Contractor
(58), B, Alla Shaporji Mistry
Bldg, Near Gandhi Hosp,
400012: March 10

Kekushroo Edulfi Noble (82),
Noble Bldg, 151, Nanubhai
Desai Rd, 400004; March 10
Jehangir Sorabyi Talati (64),
17, Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwani,
400102; March 10

Baimai Pirojshaw Bharucha
(96), 14, Badat Manzil, Balaram
St, Grant Rd, 400007; March 11
Dinoo Kaikhushroo Doriawala
{55), A, York Hse, Dr Allana
Rd, Electric Hse, 400039,
March 11

Villoo Minocher Dotiwala (83),
F. 5. Parukh Dharamshalla, 34,
Hughes Rd, 400007; March 11
Arnavaz Sohrab Ghisia (52), 4/
7. Tata Mills Co-op Hsg Soc,
Elphinstone Rd, Parel, 400012;
March 11

Bamanshaw Behramji
Palkhiwalla (65), (01, Avon
Apts, Shivaji Rd, Kandivali
(W), 400067; March 11

Mani Jal Ruttonsha (68), Q-1-2,
Eden Hall, Worl:, 400018;
March 11

Perin Pesi Suntoke (62), 17/Bf
19, Rustom Baug, Victoria Rd,
Byculla, 400027; March 11
Daulatbai Nusserwanji
Todiwala (80), Ramesh Bldg,
Powalla St, Grant Rd, 400007;
March 11

38 Parsana Apel 1963

Phiroze Fakirji Dordi (61),
Lam Bldg. Delile Rd, Parel,
400013; March 12

Jalamai Munchershaw Elavia
(89), 25, United Chmbs, 347-C,
Maulana Shaukatali Rd,
400007; March 12

Jer Hami Elchidana (92),
Pudumjee Bldg, M. M. Chotani
REd, Mahim, 400016; March 12
Perin Kersi Mistry (39),
Mohamadi Minar, Khetwadi
14th Lane, 400004; March 12
Bansebai Rustomji Dalal (86),
73/4, Jehangir Mans, Hughes
Rd, 400007; March 13

Frenny Ratansha Guard (67},
18, Himanshu Mandar,
Lallubhai Park Rd, Vile Parle
(W), 400056; March 13
Coomi Ratanshaw Munshi (79),
7. Cuffe Parade, Colaba,
400005: March 13

Manek Jal Daruwala (62),
D/15, Shapur Baug, V. P. Rd,
400004; March 15

Roshan Sohrab Daruwalla (69),
759, Gulab-Simmo Vihar, Rd 7,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
March 15

Bhikhan Fali Pochkhanawalla
(94), 2, Ocean Crest, 83, B.
Dezai Rd, 400026; March 15
Mehroo Minoo Arjani (700, 16/
3, Tata Clny, Tardeo, 400034;
March 16

Armaity Adeel Patel (31), Hf24,
Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; March 16

Piroja Rusiom Kanga (93), C/
23, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; March 17

Nariman Sorabji Saher (74),
E/19, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; March 17

Mehroo Maneck Dhanbhoora
{78), Lily Court, Churchgate
Recl, 400020; March 18
Najamai Jehangir Bilimoria
{82), Hirjibhoy Sethna Bldg,
Chikalwadi, 275/A, Tardeo,
400007; March 19

Rustom Cawasji Dhalla (79),
Af7, Rosary Hse, Gunpowder
Rd, Mazgaon, 400010;

March 19

Rodabanu Khudamurad fran
(66), B/13, Daruwala Bldg,
MNana Chowk, 400007;

March 19

Keki Ardeshir Jesung (73),
275/M, Damaniya Bldg,
Chikalwadi, 400007; March 19
Tehmina Bahdurji Mehta (84),
C, Harganga Mhl, Khodadad
Circle, Dadar T. T., 400014;
March 19

Bapai Palonji Taraporewalla
(793, 13, Jaiji Ter, N. Bharucha

Marg, 400007; March 19

Naju M. Antia (72), 402, Panini,
TIFR Hsg Soc, Colaba, 400005;
March 20

Freny Minoo Dalal (65), 16/6,
Rustom Baug, Victoria Rd,
Byculla, 400027; March 20
Goolbai Pestonji Dhanbhura
(7&), F. 8. Parukh Dharam-
shalla, 34, Hughes Rd, 400007;
March 20

Burjorji Dadabhai Ghadialy
(78}, Opp Nariman Home and
Infirmary, Shahpore, Surat,
395003; March 20

Adi Noshir Malegamwalla (48),
Marine Chmbs, New Marine
Lines, 400020; March 21

Russi Dadabhoy Pastakia (77),
611, Pateti Block, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; March 21
Khurshed Dinshawji Shroffl
(82), Pundole Bldg, Sleater Rd,
Grant Rd, 400007; March 21
Rustom Ruttonshaw Wadia (78),
Saher Hse, Saher Agiary Lane,
B. Desai Rd, 400026; March 21
Dolly Dorabji Gorakpurwala
(65), Sharda Sadan, Kohinoor
Rd, Dadar T. T., 400014;
March 23

Rustom Munchershaw
Makoojina (62), 789, Kerawala
Bldg, Jame Jamshed Rd, Parsi
Clny, Dadar, 400014; March 23
Farokh Kanjibhai Patel (84),
515C, Mcher Mans, R, P.
Masani Rd, Matunga, 400019;
March 23

Khorshed Shavak Damania
(73), N/3, Bharucha Baug, 5. V.
Rd, Andheri (W), 400058;
March 26

Mehry Maneck Mistry (62),
Maneck Villa, 153B, August
Kranti Marg, 400036; March 26
Behram Rustom Tirandaz (23),
780, Karani Mans, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; March 26

Dhunmai Darabshaw Engineer
{Kelawala) (85), O/7, Dalal Est,
Lamington Road, 400008,
March 27

Rusi Phirozeshaw Anklesaria
{65), 44-F, Dhun Bldg,
Batlivala Villa, Sleater Rd,
400007; March 28

Jerbanoo Burjorji Choksey
{(86), Cama Bldg, Kashinath 5,
Tardeo, 400034; March 28
Gaemae Rusiomji Mistry (84),
Mavyug Chmbs, Grant Rd,
400007; March 28

Kershasp Kaikhusru Peer (63),
Jaiphal Ter, Forjeu 51, 400036;
March 28

Alamai Keki Randelia (79),
Motibai Bhuvan, Proctor St,

Grant Rd, 400007; March 28
Rati Jal Sahiar (73), A/l11,
Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; March 28

Minocher Jehangirji Sethna
(82), Sethna Hse, 251, Tardeo
Rd, 400007; March 28

Mehroo Boman Kerawala (61),
E/17, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; March 29

Manek Byramsha Pardiwalla
(80), Boyce Bldg, Opp Bank of
India, Karak Rd, Wadala,
400031; March 29

Minoo Sorabji Patel (80), F. 8.
Parukh Dharamshalla, 34,
Hughes Rd, 400007; March 29
Rustomji Pestonfi Umrigar (88),
Gf33, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; March 29

Freny Rustomji Andhyarujina
(79), Panchsheel, 53, C Rd,
Churchgate, 400020; March 30
Jamshed Burjorji Banaji (76),
275/C, Chothia Bldg, Zoroas-
trian Comp, Grant Rd, 400007;
March 30

Tehmurasp Nadarsha Billimoria
(76), F. 5. Parukh Dharam-
shalla, 34, Hughes Rd, 400007;
March 30

Kaikhusroo Jamshedi Mistry
(100), Mancherjee Sheth Bldg,
262, Tardeo Rd, 400007;
March 30

Burjor Rustomji
Pochkhanawalla (75), 2/9,
Rustom Baug, Victoria Rd,
Byculla, 400027; March 30
Najamai Fredoon Behramfram
(78), 5/9, A. H. Wadia Baug,
Parel Tank Rd, 400033;

March 31

Behram Jehangir Divecha (60),
Neeclakanth, 2, Ambemath (E),
421501; March 31

Shehroo Tehmu Marolia (54),
16/224, Kanga Bldg, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Dadar, 400014;
March 31

CALCUTTA

DIED

Shirin Ardeshir Tamboli, sister
of Najoo, Veroo, late Tehmi
Ayrton and late Banoo Bhagar;
March 3

Veera Bhesania, wife of Hiroo
and mother of Daulat; March 7
Savak B. D. Burge, husband of
Roshan and father of Darius;
March 16

DHARVAR, Karnataka
DIED

Rohinton Kaikhushroo Vaicha
(52). husband of Shernaz and
father of Homiyar, Kayomarz
and Amaz; March 18



POONA

DIED

Boman Sheriyar Parva (75),
255, Nagar Gaon, Duna Soc,
Lonavla, 410401; March 1
Minoo Khudabux [rani (68),
593, Sachapir 51, 411001;
March 8

Ratansha Tehmurasp Cooper
(72), 395, Old Bazaar, Khadki,
411003; March 11

Manijeh Rustomji Ghadially
(75), 12, Geela Soc, Synagogue
St, 411001; March 20

SECUNDERABAD

BORN

Jahan Yanus Wadia; October 6,
1992

Paymon Aspi Irani; October 25
Asher Gusti Noria;

November 20

Mehershad Parve Rahnemoond,
December 16

Hujriya Dinyar Baria; March 3,
1993

Khordad Viraf Edulji; March 17

MED

Rustom B. Aibara (85); October
23,1992

Shera J. Parakh (84);

Piroja J. Edulji (93); January 7
Faridoon Bajan (78), of
Bombay; February 11
Khorshed Minocher Contractor
{78); February 26

Addie K. Patell (87); March 28

SURAT

DIED

Manijeh Peshotan Chichgar
(73), Padsha St, Maachlipith,
395003; March 2

Kekobad Cawasji Elavia (75),
Gam Illav, Via Kim, 394810;
March 14

Aloo Cawasji Singpurwala (47),

Mariman Home and Infirmary,
Shahpore, 395003; March 17

AUSTRALIA

New South Wales

BORN

A boy, Armand, 10 Adil and
Anaheet Nariman;
December 17, 1992

A boy, Darius, to Pervin and
Thamion Kapadia;
December 29

A boy, Aresh, 10 Vera and
Farrokh Ostowari, brother to
Danesh; February 18, 1993

of Dina and father of Jerroo
Russell and Dinshaw;
February 11

Toronto, Ontario

BORN

A girl, Camelia, wo Mina
and Shahrukh Dinyarian;
December 2, 1992

MARRIED

Shahla Mobarakeh, daughter
of Hovedoukht and Bakhtiar
and Farhad Nowsh, son of
Shireen and Anowshirawan,
January 9, 1993

IRAN

Yazd

DIED

Morvarid Khodadad
Mandagarian, mother of
Daryoush Rustom Ejbari;
January 12

PAKISTAN

Karachl

BOREN

A girl, Ruxshin, to Roshni and
Cyrus Dinshaw; December 28,
1992

A girl, Nurelle, 1o Rashna

October 26 A girl, Arwen, 1o Pearl and and Ratan Mehia; January 18,
Minoo §. Kasad (76); Caevan Sachinwala; March 24 1993
November 16
Banoobai Hirji Contractor (92); CANADA MARRIED
November 29 Hamilton, Ontarlo Roshni Savak Mensi and
Alamai B. Daruwala (93); DIED Hormazd Rustom [rani;
January 7, 1993 Kaikhusru Punthakee, husband January 24
TOTALS FOR 1992 AND 1993
Bombay India World
A B c A B c A B c
BORN
Boys 9 189 &2 5 N 1 3 30 3
Girls 5 147 27 1 6 1 8 34 8
MARRIED
Parsi 30 261 143 1 5 4 3. 16 4
Intercommunal = 67 14 — [ S — 10 =
DIED
INTERRED
Male 42 444 137 12 79 29 8 47 110
Female 50 506 119 11 94 18 & 30 7"
CREMATED
Male — 5 —_ s = — — =i =5
Female = G = =L = e T S
A: Total numbsers in this issue
B: Running totals for 1992 (February 1992-April 1993 issues)
C: Running totals for 1993 (February-April 1993 issues)
* Overseas deaths are lisied in the interred column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremated.
These figures pertain to information provided 1o o7 collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the total
number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.
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DIED

Pesi Rustamji Dhalla (74),
February 3

Kaikhushru Navroji Sethna
(78); February 8

Khorshed Jehangir Kotwall
(82); February 14

Dina Nariman Bhiladwala (75);
February 27

Dinamai Darabshaw Khan (87);
March 4

Farokh Darabshaw Patel (54);
March &

Meherwanji Maneckji Minwalla
(83); March 18

Homai Pestanji Randeria (73);
March 28

USA

Boston, Massachusetts
BORN

A girl, Ava, 10 Roxane and
Yezdi Dordi; March 26

Chino Hills, California
MARRIED

Benaifer Irani and Hanoz
Mehia; January 9

Del Mar, California

BORN

A girl, Megan, to Mahrukh
and Mehrrosh Mubaraki;
January 26

Falls Church, Virginia
DIED

Perin Jehangir Davar (81),
mother of Adi and Sheroo
Mistry; February 19

Germantown, Maryland
DIED

Minoo Ranji (50), husband of
Zarine and father of Cyra and
Zavera; March 20

Laguna Hills, California
BORN

A girl, Tania, o Gulnawaz
and Jamshed Khodayar,
January 23

Los Angeles, California
DIED

Paul Vadeli (61), brother of
Noshir and Adil; January 17

New York, New York
BORMN

A girl, Ava, 1o Meher and
Khushroo Mehta,

January 15

DIED
Rustomyi Wadia (92), husband
of Gladys; December 19, 1992

Compiled by Roxana A, Murza



Died: Ms Mcher Rustom Contractor, 74,
celebrated puppetcer who was a commilt-
ted ambassador of Indian culture and art,
on Seplember 26, 1992 in Ahmedabad
following cardiac arrest.

“Puppets of great expressive force. A
ray of light in the shadows of Indian the-
ater,” was the review ecarned by
Contractor’s Puppet Group in Spain’s
Barcelona Daily. “Traditional theme
performed with wvigor, dexterity and
melodious  voices,” acknowledged a
Denmark publication, Demokraten, Tyl-
landes Poster. “A brilliant show by a
troupe of such a high standard for the
first time in the city,” credited The Times
of India, Ahmedabad. Such approbation
for the puppeteer, in the home and for-
eign milieux, encouraged Contractor o
create ‘puppet consciousness.” To the
innumerable individuals whom she initi-
ated into this art, she epitomized the
mother of puppetry.

Ever since she participated in the
First International Puppet Festival in
Bucharest in 1958 where she was also a
member of the international jury, her
performances, lecture demonstrations
and workshops have taken her all over
the globe, notes the prospecws of the
Darpana Academy of Performing Aris
where she served as head of the puppetry
department. Vice president of Union
Internationale de la Marionnette and
founder of its Indian wing, she is be-
lieved to have been responsible for
broadening the horizon of the Indian
puppeteers.

Neighboring Pakistan was one more
country she was looking forward o visit-
ing in end September last year when she
was geared to lead her Puppet Group Lo
the International Puppet Festival in
Lahore. But just two days before their
scheduled departure she breathed her
last. Her roupe however procecded to
Pakistan, as planned, and dedicated their
show to her memory.

The versatility and dynamism of the
artiste never flagged. An account of the
last day of her life is provided by her son
Darius: “A visit 1o the agiary in the
moming, offering prayers for her clder
son’s birthday, a full day's work and
practice at Darpana, baking a cake for
her friend’s birthday, a puppet show or-
ganized to raise money for the fares of
the underprivileged members of the pup-
pet troupe and a dinner invitation in the
evening. That night she waiched her fa-
vorite TV program and retired to bed.
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IN MEMORIAM

The doctor said that she must have
passed away in her sleep within a few
minutes of resting her head on the pil-
low..."

Associated with puppets for several
decades, Contractor has been particularly
credited with reviving Andhra shadows
(colored yel transparent, these puppets
are manipulated with cane or bamboo
sticks), introducing creative puppetry for
children and experimenting with rod
puppeis (these dancing dolls of Bengal
are approximately 1'% meters high and
have a bamboo base). She was instru-
menial in establishing the puppeteers’
village training center at Mehrauli under
the auspices of the Central Handicrafts
Board, and worked for some years as di-
rector of the Bharativa Natya Sangh, as
rescarcher for the National Centre for
Educational Research and Training and
for the Centre for Cultural Research and
Training, notes a press release,

Said 1o have trained over 5,000 teach-
ers, 25 social workers and 25 profession-
als, Contractor specialized in using pup-
petry as a medium of education for back-
ward children. She would ofien under-
take arduous journeys Lo remote areas. In
collaboration with the Space Application
Centre of Ahmedabad she had made a
TV film as also historical plays. Leg-

ends like Rustom and Sohrab, Ramayana
as also socially relevant issues like ex-
ploitation, dowry, violence, education,
environment, health... were effectively
portrayed using the medium of puppets.

The publications that she has authored
are Creative Drama and Puppeiry in
Education, Creative Drama and Pup-
petry for Pre-Primary Children, Shad-
ows of India Monogram and an issue of
Marg exclusively concerning puppets.

Government bodies like the Sangeet
Natak Akademi and the Gujarat Sangeet,
Nritya Natya Akademi had conferred her
with awards as did community associa-
tions like the Federation of Parsi Zoroas-
trian Anjumans of India and the Parsee
Youth League of Ahmedabad (PYLA).
(It was the PYLA vice president Porus
Karanjawalla who procured the neces-
sary details on Contractor for Parsiana.)

Bom in Panchgani to a family of ar-
chitects and arusts, after her schooling
she went 10 London where she obtained a
teacher's diploma in art from the Royal
Drawing Society. Portrail painting, book
illustrations and fashion designing were
the subjects she was to further pursue at
the Royal Academy of Aris when the
outbreak of World War 11 necessitated
her return to India. Her marriage ook her
to Ahmedabad where her husband’s fam-
ily was managing a pottery business.

She had worked for a shorl while as
art teacher at Panchgani's Kimmins
School and for 15 years as arts and crafis
teacher at the Shreyas Experimenial
School in Ahmedabad. It was here that
she started expenimenting with puppets,
her shows drawing the aulention of na-
tional and international dignitaries.

In her hectic schedule she also made
time o conduct cooking classes, serve
the Ahmedabad Museum Commiltlee,
and assist welfare organizations like the
police clinic, Gujarat Sarwar Mandal,
Vadej Nari Kendra (a refugee women's
camp), the Zoroastrian Stri Mandal and
the Zoroastrian Ladies Industrial Coop-
erative Society. She was also instrumen-
tal in opening the Baroda Chanchilika
Club. Contractor did not believe in com-
partmentalizing her puppetry and social
work. Invariably, on her foreign mis-
sions, she would include in her puppet
troupe two underprivileged students who
would not otherwise have been able to
afford an overseas trip.

The philanthropic puppeteer is sur-
vived by her sons Darius and Navroze,

Parinaz Gandhi



Two landmarks in Bombay — the Commerce Centre of the World
Trade Centre Complex and the new Reserve Bank Building.

Both bmlt by Shapoorji Pallonji of course!

SHAPOORJI PALLONJI & CO. (PVT.) LTD.
Shapoarji Pallonji Centre, 41/44, Minoo Desai Marg. Colaba.

Bombay-400 005. Phone: 287021 1/2870195/2870197
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