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Readers’ vlews are welcome on any subject
of interest to the community and should
be sent to the Editor, Readers’ Forum,
Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892, Bombay 400001.
Letters are subject 1o ediling for reasons of
space and clarity. Unsigned letters or those
without an address will not be published.

“Where there was...”

I would like o comment upon the article
on Central Bank's Noshir Mistry (“Where
there was opportunily, there was a Parsi,”
Parsiana, May 1991).

Mr Mistry wants us to believe that
young Parsi boys lack the will to work
hard and think it is below their dignity to
do menial work.

I do not agree with these statements of
Mr Mistry and why I do not agree can be
seen from the following instances.

About six years ago, a Parsi youth of
about 35 years started an aerated waters
factory (manufaciuring various sweet
drinks), in the town of Bardoli. His name
is Mr Pervez Bahman Mehta, Mehta was
born, bred and worked in Bombay. He
was employed by Bank of Baroda and
held a good position when he left the bank
afler about 17 years of meritorious service
in Bombay, and mind you, all his rela-
tions were, and are, in Bombay,
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Mr Nariman K. Balsara, also of Bom-
bay, came down to Bardoli to run a small
hotel. He oo was a born Bombayile and
left a good job to start his hotel.

[ have seen, both these lads work very
hard and without feeling ashamed of
doing “low’ work like carrying crates and
delivering them to customers or washing
dishes and standing at the tables, taking
orders,

Further, there are two more lads from
Bombay who are leaving their very good
jobs with reputed companies and intend
seutling down in Bardoli. One is starting a
poultry farm while the other is taking over
his family farm for cultivating sugarcane,
elc.

I am sure there will be many such

cases in other wowns and villages where

too young Parsis from cities like Bombay,
having good jobs, opt for hard labor-ori-
ented work. If this is happening then I am
sure we Parsis will once again be the lead-
ers and pioneers of trade and indusiry in
India. M.F. BHOIA

Bardoli

“What heritage must we...”
The comment “What heritage must we
preserve?” by Dina Mclntyre (Parsiana,
May 1991) is very interesting indeed. It
seems that Parsi history repeats itself and
as usual we, the Parsis, are always very
keen to fight over issues facing the com-
munity rather than solving them in a calm
and cool manner.,

The Mclntyre article has been wrillen
in anger as for example, others” opinions
“are dead wrong” and the conduet of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) “unfor-
givable.,” As I know her, she 15 a very
fine, dignified, rational, cool and calm
person.

In all honesty, [ think that it should be
pointed out that ancient Iranian history
vig-a-vis the Shah Namah as given by her
is not well balanced, and the following
historical facts should be noted: “Al-
though Chosroes 1I had succeeded (in
stretching) the frontiers of the Sassanian
empire almost 1o the limit of the Acheme-
nid empire... he was imprisoned and
killed with the connivance of his son Shi-
roe (Richard Frye, The Hisiory of Ancient
Iran, pp 336-337, Munchen-Beck 1983)."
This infamous son, from his wife of alien
faith had thus laid the foundation of total
destruction of the mighty Zoroastrian
empire.

Ms Mclniyre has extensively quoted

from the Sacred Books of the East (SBE)
— Darmesteter’s translations which are
quite old and antiquated. This is notto say
that the Vendidad is on par with the holy
Gathas. Far from it. This is the book
which has been highly tampered and at
places written in corrupted Avesta which
shows its tampering (Vendidad, Fargd.
xiii, verses 31-35), and also gives magical
formulac of chanting certain passages
from the holy Gathas twice, thrice, four
times, cic (Vendidad, Fargd. ix, verse 46)
to achieve results by short cut and this
does not fit the reflective religion of Zara-
thushtra. There exists enough scholastic
knowledge among the present Zoroastrian
savants to retranslate the Vendidad 1o as-
sess its rightful place in the present relig-
ious environment.

I can well imagine that in anger Mcln-
tyre has written that “Kotwal” is not an
Avestan name but the fact of the matter is,
the great majority of Parsi sumames are
not derived from Avesta. The history of
how Parsi families had to take the last
names during the British Raj may or may
not be known 1o her (for example there
existed a last name — “Soda-water-bottle
openerwala” — because the guy's work
only involved opening soda bottles in
marriage or ghambar gatherings, etc).

Conversion and marriage out of the
community will always remain a catch 22
question.  Zoroastrian religion is funda-
mentally a proselytizing religion as can be
clearly seen from the Garhas, the Yasna
Haptangaity and several other Avestan
literature as well, besides the Pahlavi
writings and the Persian Rivayats. 1L is a
historical fact, however, that our forefa-
thers in their utmost wisdom had stopped
conversion and that may have helped us
in preserving our ¢thnic unigueness and
prevented us from being absorbed among
the multitude of natives of the land where
we were granted asylum when we first
came as refugees to preserve our religion.
Had we wanted to preserve our lives, we
would have converted to the religion of
the conquerors of Zoroastrian Iran,

But now, as we face extinction, new
foresight and outlook are badly needed
to preserve once again the great religion
of Prophet Zarathushtra. Maybe in the
new seltings in the West, Zoroastrianism
may flourish and grow and again, maybe
new blood will be infused and a new
awakening will come. But we Parsis have
not o fear. Wecan still be Parsi Zoroas-
trians while the new entrants will be non-
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Royal Sweets
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Rowal Sweets. The taste that's
near. And dear. For your
convenience Royal Sweets
have branches at 4 focal
points in Bombay. Crawford
Market. Grant Road. Byculla.
Bandira. Wherever you buy
from, you can get your
sweetmeats packed in

the same distinctive Royal
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Parsi Zoroastrians. But in present limes,

even as the Hormuzd Yasht says several

names of Ahura Mazda, s0 must we also

be benevolent, knowledgeable and toler-
ant of the views of others.

Dr PALLAN R, ICHAPCRIA

Womelsdod, Pa, USA

Dina G. MclIntyre’s article (“What heri-
tage must we preserve?” Parsiana, May
1991), where she states that “everyone
knows that Vedic and Gathic are sister
languages and that Zarathushtra's people
and the people of the Vedas shared a com-
mon ancestry™ was interesting. However,
does “everyone” know this?

Dr Ali Jafarey's interesting article on
the equal status of men and women in the
Gathic period (Women venerated and
victimized,” Parsiana, April 1991),
brought to mind Shakuntala Rao Shastri's
book Women in Vedic Times (BVB publi-
cation). In a chapter on Atharva-Vedic
times she shows how Zoroastrianism was
responsible for the liberating influences
on those times, and how Aryap/Zoroas-
trian thought, fused across a wider, north-
em ‘intercontinental sphere. For those
who put down the Hindu-Zoroastrian link
to the physical presence of Zoroastrians
much later it is a revelation to know that
the 'twain had met much, much earlier
and the world of ideas flies lighter, faster
and leaves a lasting impress.

Perhaps your magazine could, with the
help of scholars like these develop the
theme further. It seems relevant and ur-
gent to Zoroastrians (albeit a fast reducing

minority) in India woday.
Ms 5. N, NANPORIA

“Decreasing... figures?”

I refer 10 “Decreasing world figures?”
{Evenis and Personalities, Parsiana, May
1991).

My friends and I have tried to work out
how the figures of 27 and 216 for great-
grandchildren have been arrived at.

I would like you to enlighten me, fail-
ing which I wish to approach Ms Jessica
Mathews. P. 5. DAVER

The Editor replies

The statement assumes that the rate of re-
production remains constant in each
case. Thus, if a lady has three children
and they have three children each, there
will be (3x3=) nine grandchildren who
will produce (9x3=) 27 great-grandchil-
dren in their turn, Al the rate of six chil-
dren each, the initial six produce (6x6=)
36 grandchildren and (36x6=) 216 great-
grandchildren.
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In Ahmedabad

The CAMAissimply the best

A Garden Hotel in the heart of the city

Excellent Amenities

Spacious Rooms with TV and Fridge

MAJLIS, the Conference Room with all the facilities
AAB-O-DAANA, invites you to a gourmet’s delight
RANGOLI, the only Poolside Restaurant in town
SILVER LEAF, the Coffee Shop for the young at heart

NEED WE SAY MORE
Cama cares for you

Khanpur, Ahmedabad, India Tel: 25281 (9 lines)
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“Family figures”
What does Ms Malini Karkal mean —
that all the Malkanis and YVasvanis, Shahs
and Paiels, Puris and Khannas, Sheuys
and Nambiars, Ibrahim Alis and Suleman
Bhais, Krishnans and Venkatramans arc
Maharashtrians?  (“Family  Figures,”
Readers’ Forum, Parsiana, May 1991).
They quite abound in Bombay. I suggest
she ask some of them and see.
*Maharashtrian® is a politcized label
of convenience attached o the Marathi
speaking peoples.  With her nationalist
bend she must have noted that the na-
tional anthem goes “..Punjab, Sind,
Gujarat, Maratha...” and not Maharashtra
which is a much later invention. If during
a press conference a comespondent had
asked Shivaji Maharaj, “Sir, as a Mahar-
ashtrian king how do you see...” he would
not have quite understood whal was
meant. He may have just replied, “for my
Maratha people I see a bright future...”
As for the belongingness of the Parsis,
she need not worry. When they came,
there were no Maharashirians around.
There were only Marathas, if at all,
F. M. SOONAWALLA
Lucknow

[ do not know how you acquisced o Ms
Malini Karkal's suggestion thai all Parsis
living in Maharashtra are Maharashtrians.
If a Parsi takes up a job in Bengal does
he become, overnight, a Bengali? And
then with a job in the Punjab, does he sud-
denly become a Punjabi? No, of course
not. Central government servants are of-
ten shifted from north zone w south zone,
etc. That docsn't mean that their linguis-
tic or religious  classification  also
changes. Are the Gujaraus in Maharash-
tra all Maharashirians? None of the
Gujaratis would agree to that. A Sikh
remains a Sikh whether he resides in
Andhra Pradesh or Arunachal Pradesh.
Yes, we are all Indians first and last; fur-
ther categorization can only be on the ba-
sis of mother tongue or religion, not ac-
cording to the state where he resides.
D P I SUNAVALA

“Highway rider”
A small error has crept into the distance [
covered every day in the course of my trip
from Kanyakumari o Delhi ("Highway
rider,” Parsiana, May 1991). I wavelled
200-250 kms per day, on an average, and
not 50-55 kms as printed in your report.
The support given by Parsiana on my
two carlier missions, has inspired me 10
attempt one more from the west coast of
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India (Porbander) to the far east, right up
to the Burma border, and, if I am able to
obtain the permission of the government
of Burma, to drive up to Rangoon and re-
turn by ship, a total distance of 4,000 o
5,000 kms.

The last two missions were for the joy
of it, with no thought of any record. How-
ever, this time I am hoping to set a record
in our community for being the first Parsi,
over 65 years, crossing the length and
breadth of India all alone (as no one will
be with me on this trip) on a moped,
which I don't think has ever been at-
tempted before in our community any-
where in the world.

Undoubtedly the younger set may have
achieved the same on their fast and heavy
machines travelling at speeds of 90-100
kms/hour but to keep a steady speed of 40
kms/hour at the age of 68, is a difficult
task in itself, and I have done that on my
previous missions. [ hope to prove that
the pioneering spirit of our forefathers re-
mains undimmed. D.C. PATELL

Secunderabad
The error is regretted -- Ed.

“Dinshaw Petit...”

I refer to the article “Dinshaw Petit, the
Genial Gentleman” by Arnavaz S. Mama
(Parsiana, April 1991}, and 1ake excep-
tion to the statement therein stating that
“the Bomanji Petit branch 15 now ex-
tinet.”

My sister Sylla and I are great-grand-
daughiers of Bomanji, our mother being
Coomie Vakharia, née Coomie Petit. Her
father Dhunjibhoy Petit and her brother,
Manekji Petit were both chairmen of the
B.D. Petit Parsee General Hospital during
their lifetime.

My mother also has cousins, de-
scended from Sohrab and Maki Moos
(née Maki Petit who was a daughter of
Bomanji Petit) and they also have chil-
dren as we do — so we certainly do not
like being referred to as extinct.

Maybe, what Ms Mama meant is that
there are no descendents of Bomanji Petit

who still carry the Petit name. In that she

would be correct. Mz ROSHAN COOPER
Pune

“The Gallant Decades”
I read “The Gallant Decades™ (Parsiana,
March 1991) with great interest and pride.
In this article, on page 61, you have
mentioned “Capt. J. M. Cursetji.” There is
a slight error: he was Hirajee Jehangir
Manockjee Cursetjee of the Indian Medi-
cal Service (IMS); all the rest is practi-

WHAT?
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It's a shop with a good
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PRESENTATION BOOKS,
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Established in 1943 in Calcutta
Branch in Bombay since 1971
A shop known for reasonable
rates & good service. Many
families have been our regular

customers for 3to4 generations
now

ADDRESS
No 108, Heera Panna
Shopping Centre
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(Old Warden Road)
Near Haji Ali
Bombay 400026
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Grindlays, connected by over a hundred years to
India, became a member of a wider banking
network in 1984, The Australia and New
Zealand Banking Group. ANZ, one of the largest
Australian banks with offices in more than 40
countries.

ANZ Grindlays’ new corporate monogram of
network lines reflect and reaffirm this new
alliance and Grindlays’ own established
corporate values. -

Human Connections

Of banker and customer. Networked by ANZ
Grindlays’ person-to-person service.

Business Connections

Of banker and corporate banking needs.
Networked by ANZ Grindlays' expertise in
corporate banking.

SN= Grindlays Bank

Global Connections

Of banker and global banking. Networked by
over 1,700 points of representation worldwide.

Modern Connections

Of banker and transactions by electronic
connections. Networked by a contemporary
worldwide communications system.

ANZ Grindlays branches at- Bombay, Calcunta, Dethi, Madras, Amnitsar, Bangalore, Cochin, Daneefing, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Kanpur,
Shimia, Stinggar and Tuticorin
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cally correct. He was wounded at Gal-
lipoli where he won the Distinguished
Service Order (DSO).

He was my mother’s kaka's (father's
brother) son. Not only did he get the rank

Manockjee Cursetjee: pioneered female
education

of major general during World War II
(1939-45), but was knighted and titled
Honorary Physician 1o the King.

This is just 1o give you more insight
into my mother’s illustrious family, the
Manockjee Cursetjees.

My great-grandfather, Mr Manockjee
Cursetjee, was the first Indian to become
chief judge of the Small Causes Court at
Bombay. He was the one to start The Al-
exandra Girls’ English Institution in
1863, which is still functioning with more
than 800 girls on its rolls. He was twice
sheriff of Bombay — in 1856 and again in
1863. Mz PERIN M. R. B. JEEJEEBHOY

“In the matter of...”

Let's hope the Parsi community does not
accept the Bombay Parsi Punchayet's de-
cision (“In the matter of the late Ms

11 Parsiana August 19897

Roxan Darshan Shah...” Parsiana, March
1991} 1o allow Parsi women who have
married non-Parsis the grudging privilege
of uvsing the Tower of Silence provided
they agree to the official status of un-
touchables: To require an entrance licket
in the form of an affidavit, a “special
place earmarked for the purpose” — what
nonsense!

Dogs and horses and Parsi men don’t
have their pedigree cancelled if they
choose the *wrong' mate. Why this very
special and different treatment to the
women? Ms MAHROUK VEVAINA

Caloutta

Grateful for bounties
Members of the Zoroastrian Association
of Greater New York, the Iranian Zoroas-
trian Association, the Zoroastrian Asso-
ciation of Pennsylvania and New Jersey,
the Zoroastrian Association of Greater
Boston Area, and the Zoroastrian Asso-
ciation of Pennsylvania got together at the
annual luncheon organized by Ms Perin
and Erach Munshi and Ms Mehroo and
Lovji Cama and had fun.

To show their gratefulness to Ahura
Mazda for bounties received in the shape
of continued prosperity, health and happi-
ness of the whole community in America,
they collected a sizable amount for the
maintenance of atash bahrams at Surat
and Navsari, and especially the holy Iran-
shah at Udwada.

One-third of their collection, namely
Rs 71,263 has been sent to the Surat Parsi
Punchayet 1o be distributed as under: Rs
12,600 to 42 Parsi priests, Rs 16,500 10
165 nassessalars, etc, Rs 15,000 as kathi

The Iranshah (right) and fire-temples at
Navsari (below left) and Surat:
worshipped, long distance, from North
America Photos: Homyar Misty, Homz Prints

to five holy places, Rs 10,000 towards
helping deserving Parsi peasants, Rs
15,000 towards the betterment of athra-
Vans.

During muktad, 180 families will re-
ceive three kg rice, two kg dal, one kg
sugar, onc kg ghee, 500 gms sev (ver-
micelli) and 250 gms tea per family
member, up to a maximum of three.

Dr SAM 5. BHACCA
President, Surat Parsi Ponchayet

Blanket aid
Six years ago, distressed by the plight of
our needy Zoroastrians, a few of us la-
dies got together and started a Zoroas-
trian Winter Relief Fund encouraged by
Ms Mitha Rustom Marazban (Mummy).
We organized a blanket drive, and in
1985, we distributed over a thousand
blankets, covering those in need in
Gujarat villages and in Bombay city. The
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editors of The Bombay Samachar and the
Jam-e-Jamshed have played a major role
in our success by giving due publicity.
Because of the continuous flow of dona-
tion from well-wishers, we have not
looked back since then. Year after year
articles of necessity like bed linen,
sudrchs, pyjamas, gowns, woollen gar-
ments, utensils, kuosti, clothes old and
new, renovated fumiture and so on, have
been distributed to the unfortunate and
needy of our community. In the 18-month
period (January 1990 to June 1991) a sum
of Rs 35,000 was utilized for the distribu-
tion of above articles, and financial aid
for ecducation, medicines, weddings,
navjotes, ¢tc. But for the bountiful help of
large hearted individuals and trusts this
would have been impossible.

The pressing demand this year, 1s
again for blankets. In these days of price
escalation, the lowest cost per blanket is
Rs 100. To recach a majority of those in
need, we should aim at a target of mini-
mum 1,000 blankets.

QOur accounts are open for your scru-
tiny and every paise is accounted for.
Cash by money order or cheques may be
drawn in favor of the “Zoroastrian Winter
Relief Fund” and despatched Clo Ms
Kumi J. Daroowala, 16/1, Rustom Baug,
Sant Savia Marg, Bombay 400027, or Ms
Shirin Manckshana, Nariman Parsi Girls
Orphanage, Shahpore, Surat 395003 or Dr
(Ms) Amy Gustadji, 8/526, Bamji Wad,
MNavsari 396445, Ms KUMI J. DAROOWALA

Ms SHIRIN N. MANEKSHANA
D (Ms) AMY GUSTADR

and other committes members of the
Zoroagtrian Winter Relief Fund

Tavadia hit for WZO

In June this year, London saw the per-
formance of an old Homi Tavadia hit,
Pestonjee na Parakram, by a group of
very talented, hardworking amateurs.
The play was directed by an old colleague
of Homi's, Mr Dara Madon. He had been
flown in from Bombay and hosted by
Rumi and Hilda Sethna at great personal
cosL

Homi Tavadia was an actor, director,
writer, magician and at times worked as
a legal authority, but above all else he
was a man driven by a passionate desire
to be involved in any good cause or char-
ity. I had the immense good fortune to be
associated with him as a cast member of
the Parsi Medical Amateurs from 1969
when he ook over as our director. That
our shows were such big hits and we were
able to collect and donate large funds was
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in large measure due o his good humor
and very able stewardship. It was there-
fore an even greater thrill for me 1o hear a
sell-out audience enjoy and applaud the
World Zoroastrian Organisation (WZ0)
show. The WZO has worked diligently
for the poor, particularly the destitute Par-
sis of Gujarat. Wherever he is now, in his
special place in heaven, Homi must be
smiling and chuckling at the thought of
his play being put to such a good cause.
D NUSLY P.J. POCHA

Job-oriented scholarship
Through the Bai Dinbai F. S. Patuck Me-
morial Scholarship Zoroastrian women
are helped to leam a trade or a non-aca-
demic profession where training is for a
short period i.e. one year or less. Afler
that the individual is able to carn a decent
income and be self-supporting,.

The courses for which this scholarship
is available include Montessoni and kin-
dergantien diplomas in teachers’ training,
handicralt training, home science, nurs-
ing, occupational therapy, physiotherapy,
nutrition, studies in computer science,
typing, shorthand, telephone operaling,
beautician and hair dressing, and libran-
anship.

Scholarship for these sort of courses
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and rades are not given by other trusts,
In 1989-90 and 1990-91, 22 and 16 girls
benefitted at a cost of Rs 36,400 and Rs
24,335 respectively.

For further information, contact the
honorary secretary, Cfo Stri Zarthosti
Mandal, Sir Ratan Tata Institme, 335,

Hughes Road, Bombay 400007.
Mz B. 5. TARAPORE

Hon Secretary

Help for the aged
Mot only is the proportion of aged Parsis
increasing, but a larger number of them
do not have near ones to look after them.
Many rich individuals keep a host of ser-
vants but the poor old have to depend on
their relatives, most of whom are either
indifferent towards the old or bully them,
Many live alone and uncared for.

This last lot of hapless individuals
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File photograph of an inmate at Petit
Widows' Chawl at Fort, Bombay

need most help. And not only in the form
of doles given by charitable institutions.
What they need is looking after — some-
body who can visit them off and on if not
daily, get them things they need, medical
help, and help with other problems — and
make them feel that they are not dis-
carded. If an individual or a family
adopts one such person, it will help a lot.
But more *than that, there should be a
body of dedicated persons with mission-
ary zcal, something on the lines of the
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Christian missionarics.

To give one example: A very old
woman between 70 and 80 years of age
in Balaram Street, who has adopted a
relative, told me that the relative wanted
to put her in a home. I had gone to give
her some money from a charitable body
because she found it difficult to go to the
collection center. I met her on the road
just outside her house. Every step was an
effort for her and she could just trudge
along. She said she had to spend a lot on
medicines. She said, “I am ready 1o
work in Tata Industrial, but I cannot go
by bus and I cannot afford a taxi”
While I admired her guts, I felt pity for
her helplessness. 1 know of quite a few
such cases and there must be many,
many more.

This is where a dedicated band of
workers could really be angels of mercy
and spread happiness around in truc
Zoroastrian spirit — happiness unto him
through whom happiness unto others,
One Mr Marfatia had in your magazine
sometime back called for worker volun-
teers to write 1o him. Did he get a re-
sponse and could he help out with such
cases?

Another very essential requirement is
the right 1o die with dignity. There are
dozens, perhaps hundreds, of old Parsis
who are either waiting or wanting to die.
If we visit a Parsi hospital, the sight is
appalling. Many old ones are lying there
— neither living nor dead. What a drain
they are on their dear ones — on their en-
ergy and their money. I really wish they
could have the right to die. Two things
would not allow their relatives to say that
tkey would be better dead — that society
would castigate them as being cruel and
selfish and that religion does not allow
such death, Also the law of the land does
not allow it. I understand that it is legal-
ized only in Japan. Unfortunately also
there is the possibility of unscrupulous
persons taking advantage of the practice.
Somctime back 1 had rcad in Parsiana

that there is a Society for the Right o Die -~

with Dignity. I sincerely wish the right
could be legalized, especially for the Par-
sis. In the meantime, 1 can only repeat
Omar Khayyam:

“Better, oh better, cancel from the scroll
Of universe one luckless human soul.
Than drop by drop enlarge the flood that
rolls,

Hoarser with anguish as the ages roll.”
HOMI BAGWALA

Edived by Amavaz 5. Mama

HAPPY NEW YEAR

New look! New look!
80 years old.

The world famous masala
store at Grant Road
amongst the Parsi community
throughout the world.
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an airconditioned
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Events and
Personalities

Lofty privacy

“When you grow big remember o help
others,” noted solicitor and chairman of
the Parsi Central Association Co-opera-
tive Housing Society (PCA), Soli E. Mor-
ris, advised members of seven families as
senior trustee Nariman Khursedji handed
over to them the keys of the respective
flats on April 21, 1991. The ceremony
had begun with a jashan on the premises,
Four couples to be married, a young
mobed with two sons and two families
who have been sheltering in dharamshalas
have been accommodated in the new Rati
Engineer Block of the Dallas Trust Build-
ing at Prabhadevi in Bombay. Khursedji
urged the young couples to maintain com-
munity numbers by rearing two to three
children each.

Situated on the first floor, each of the
seven huge rooms of the Block has been
converted into self-contained units. The
space provided by the high roof of the
one-storeyed structure has been ingen-
iously utilized to create an upper loft bed-
room so that the living space comprises
two rooms and a kitchen. A rear balcony
overlooks the inner courtyard of the trian-
gular building which also houses up to
100 non-Zoroastrian families.

The building, constructed on a chawl
system, provided common baths and toi-
lets in each wing having 10 apaniments —
a style out of kilter with current Parsi
ideas and lifestyles. The trustees ap-
pointed architect Farrokh Hyderabadwala
of M/s Dara Mistry and Associates, who
re-designed the premises under instruc-
tions of the PCA managing commilleg,
particularly Khursedji and Adi Vasaigara.
Thus seven familics can avail of the facil-
ily, yet maintain their total independence.
The revamping includes a tiled bath and
toilet, and a small but bright and cfficient
kitchen in each unil. A scparale storage
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water tank and pump cnsures a 24-hour
walter supply.

The old, fully-occupied Dallas Trust
Building had been gified to the PCA
many years ago. The seven rooms in
question were in the possession of the
Bombay Municipal Corporation (BMC)
for about 30 years or more, says Morris,
utilized for a primary school. However,
with the declining patronage of municipal
primary schools, the Municipality closed
this school (along with several others) but
held on to the seven huge classrooms. In
an effort to regain the premises for the use
of the community, the PCA moved the
Bombay High Court in 1983 and won the
case in 1986, but the Municipality ap-
pealed the decision, informs Morris,
Sometime thereafter the municipal policy
changed in the direction of returning the
premises not used for primary schools 10
the landlords at a price. The Trust paid up
R.s 2,70,000 to the Municipality as per the
Corporation’s policy decision. This pol-
icy decision was challenged in a public
interest litigation, leading to prosecution
of the Municipality and some of the land-
lords including the PCA. The three-year
legal bawle resulted in favor of the BMC
and the owners of these old private prop-
erties. The PCA ultimately regained pos-
session in late 1989, Morris related the lit-
any of troubles.

The PCA, registered in 1920, is onc of

the oldest housing societies in Bombay,
says Morris. It cstablished the Dadar
Parsi Colony and owns about 24 residen-
tial buildings, popularly known as “soci-
ety buildings.” In the last 10 to 15 years
the PCA has housed about 97 families by
constructing about 81 additional flats on
their several old buildings and a new
building of 16 flats, informs the Associa-
L.

Hindus and Jains comprise the popula-

tion argund the Dallas Trust Building.
Representatives of the Jain settlement
across the street made about two to three
atlempts 1o acquire the seven rooms for
their own use offering Rs 30,00,000 1o
40,00,000 as compensation, informed
Morris. Realizing how important residen-
tial space is for the very survival of the
community, the trustees rejected their of-
fer and spent about Rs 1,30,000 instead,
he added. “We used the Trust money ina
good way for the welfare and benefit of
the community,” noted Morris with saus-
faction and urged the new allotices, an in-
significant group in the overall environ-
ment, to maintain decorum and harmony,
adding 20th century sugar to their con-
temporary milicu. Amavaz 5. Mama

Grieving for “our Rajiv”’
“For the world he was Rajiv Gandhi, but
for us Parsis he was ‘our Rajiv,"™ noted
Dr Aspi Golwalla, chairman of the Bom-
bay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) at a condo-
lence meeting convened on June 24,
1991.

“A friend of the poor and the down-
trodden, he. championed (secularism)...
for the peace and prosperity of all com-
munities and creeds in the country... in
the cause of which he gave the supreme
sacrifice,”” read the BPP resolution. The
former Prime Minister of India was assa-
ssinated in a bomb blast in Sripcrum-
buddur on May 21, "91 while he was on
hiselection campaign.

Though he never professed 1o be a
Parsi, Rajiv, son of Indira and Feroze
Gandhi, “had a special affinity and love
for our Parsi community and never
missed an opportunity to mingle with us
despite his heavy schedules,” noted a
resolution passed by the Shree Nagpur
and Kamthi Parsi Zarthosti Anjuman, In
fact on his birth certificate his name ap-



pears as Rajivratua Birjees Gandhi.

The Delhi Parsi Anjuman summoned a
meeting on May 26 to condole 47-year-
old Rajiv's death when president Lt Gen
Adi Sethna reminisced: “Many of us in
this hall will recall the carefree laughing
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi who was
with us together with his charming...wife
less than two years ago at pateti... Some
of us will also remember his visit with Ms
Indira Gandhi in 1984... He took easily
from piloting the Avros and Boeings to
piloting the ship of (the) state of India be-
cause the mainsprings of his personality
were his own instincts: those of a gentle-
manru

The Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman of
Mhow noted in its resolution, “His grace
and bravery in political defeat, his charm-
ing personality and endearing smile, will
always be remembered.”

When unable o atend the World
Zoroastrian Organisation’s (WZ0O)awards
function at Bombay's Raj Bhavan on
March 2 this year, Rajiv had sent a mes-
sage, reportedly his last to the commu-
nity. A copy of the message was for-
warded to Parsiana by WZO member
Dadi Mistry. It read: "It is a tribute o the
genius of the Indian civilization, and to
the good sense of the Zoroastrian commu-
nity, that the Zoroastrians have been able
to live in this country in perfect security,
peace and harmony, without any interfer-
ence in their identity, customs, usages and
religious practices while at the same ume
considering themselves to be Indians first
and last, and contributing in full measure
to the building of modern India... (The
Zoroastrians) have helped make our
world a better place in which to live.”

Principals win honors

Three principals of Parsi founded schools
— Ms Mani Dhunjishaw Engineer df the
Alexandra Girls® English Institution, Ms
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Silloo Sam Commissariat of the Bai R. F.
D. Panday Girls’ High School and Ms
Roshen Phiroze Framji Driver of the Byr-
amjee Jecjecbhoy Parsee Charitable Insti-
tution and Junior College (BJPC) — were
honored by the Bombay Association of
Heads of Secondary Schools for their
“dedicated service as principal and (for)
valuable contribution in the field of
education.”

During her 41 years' association with
Alexandra, Engineer has endeared herself
to the students and ex-students who turn
to her for guidance, notes a press release.
A regular participant at different educa-
tional seminars and World Education Fel-
lowship Conferences, for over 25 years
Engineer broadcasted school programs
over All India Radio and used to contrib-
ute articles to a technical journal for
teachers, notes her curriculum vitae.

For 34 years Commissariat has taught
at the Panday School where she has been
principal for the last 15 years and before
that its head teacher for eight years, Of
the approximately 1,050 children on the
School’s roll, 101 are Zoroastrians, she
informs. Commissarial, who always
wanted o be a teacher from her early
childhood, says: “I love children, espe-
cially the handicapped. We have several

(Right) At the Bombay Parsi Punchayel
convened condolence meeting for Rajiv
Gandhi

{Left) Rajiv and Sonia Gandhi (far right)
interacting with members of the Surat
delegation in Delhi

{Below, from left) Educationists
Engineer, Commissariat and Driver:
“dedicated service as principal”

of them in our school.” Herself interested
in subjects like Vedic literature, yoga,
reading, music, cooking and gardening,
Commissariat has introduced these co-
curricular activities for the benefit of her
students too. The School also conducts
classes in Zoroastrian studies and navjote
prayers, she adds.

As principal of the Byramjee
Jeejeebhoy Institution for the last 20
years, Dniver has been credited for the
school's achievement of cent per cent re-
sults at the S5C (Secondary School Cer-
tificate) board examinations, for making
it a co-educational school, for introducing
junior college facilities, for introducing
the school band and rifle shooting as
cocurricular activities, for expanding the
laboratories and libraries and for starting
job-oriented classes like electronics at the
post-S5C level.
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Yel another principal to win acclaim
for her outstanding contribution to educa-
tion was Ms Nergish Daruwalla of the
Hindi Vidya Bhavan who was felicitated
by the state government on Republic Day
last January, informs the Jam-e-Jamshed
of February 10, 1991.

She is presently a member of the Asso-
ciation of British Council Scholars, the
World Education Fellowship, the World
Council for Curriculum and Instruction
and the World College of Experimental
Learning, notes the write-up. Daruwalla
has also been privileged to represent the
state at various educational seminars and
conventions, adds the write-up.

Poonawalla feted twice
The president of the Serum Institute of
India Research Foundation (S1I) Dr Cyrus
Soli Poonawalla was presented the Man
of the Year Shiromani Award 1990 by the
then Prime Minister of India Chandra
Shekhar on February 26, 1991, notes a
press release.

Fifty-year-old Poonawalla is member

T o e e

of the Vaccine Production Board and the
expert group of the Science Advisory
Committee, both of the Government of
India, and on the expert committee 1o as-
sess the vaccine production capacities and
need for upgradation of technology, in-
forms his bio data. The SII which he
heads supplies serums and vaccines that
have resulted in import substitution. In
fact, the SII fully handles the country’s
requirement of measles vaccines for its
immunization program.

Prior 1o the Shiromani Award
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Poonawalla was presented the Mother In-
dia Intemational Gold Award at the hands
of the former President of India Giani Zail
Singh, reads a news clipping in The Times
of India dated Febroary 6.

The useful guide

The fourth edition of the directory of the
Mancherji Joshi Colony at Dadar where
reside the largest concentration of Zoroas-
trians in Bombay will be out in September
1991, according to Jehangir R. Gazder,
committee member of The Dadar-Ma-
tunga  Parsi-Zoroastrian  Association
(DMPZA) which is publishing the direc-
Lory.

In addition to listing the names, ad-
dresses and telephone numbers of resi-
dents in each building, the fourth edition
will also mention the blood groups of the
occupants. The founders of the Colony,
major landmarks in Dadar, a map of the

Right: Dinshaw (left)
with Air Marshal
Minoo Engineer

Left: Vaccine
expert Poonawalla
{in white suit)
being felicitated by
Chandra Shekhar

Colony, names and elephone numbers of

educational and civic institutions, and
medical facilitics available in the vicinity
of the Colony will also be presented in
this edition, as it had been in the carlier
editions of 1937, '64 and "81, notes a
press release from the Association,

One thousand five hundred copies of
the directory will be published, priced at
Rs 25 ecach. Additional finance for the
publication was raised through advertise-
ments and the surplus income is mtended
for poverty relief to enable the DMPZA to

continue with its charitable activitics, as
notes the appeal for advertisements. “To
keep the Mancherji Joshi Colony a place
worth living in, a place to be proud of, a
place that could be an example for others
to follow in their efforts to provide whole-
some living conditions for our people,” is
what the DMPZA is striving towards, the
release mentions.

Brain and brawn
“Food for the brain and the brawn in a
militant red jacket.” Handy for those
“who find the need for physical action
when humility and good manners are of
no effect.” These are the reviews re-
ceived by Sensei Farokh Dinshaw who
brought out the fourth edition of his boek
The Code of Bushido in early "91.
Reportedly the first book on karate
written by an Indian author, The Code is
intended 1o be a standard text and a refer-

ence manual for all prospective martial

artists, claims the author. The text and
graphics in the book explain the basic ka-
rate terms, major styles of marfial art,
weapon training, 140 basic karate tech-
nigues and other points related to the art.
Anecdotes from Oriental classics and the
question-answer format adopted in the
latter part of the book make inleresting
reading.

Thirty-year-old Dinshaw shares his
knowledge from the experience he has
gained over the years when he trained
under Sensei Pervez Mistry “who taught
me my first punch,” Shihaan Teruo Ch-
inen “who tested me o gruelling extremes
and awarded me the black belt,” and Han-
shi Eiichi Miyazato who “opened my eyes
1o what lies beyond the physical forms of
karate.” These three earn a special men-
tion in the 129-page book priced at Rs 50.
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Dinshaw is presently the principal of
Combat Centre. His students include ca-
dets from the Mational Defence Academy
(NDA) and also officers and soldiers from
the Indian army. He is reportedly the
youngest veteran in the country to have
conducted over 100 training camps. In
May last, he conducted an adventure
camp at Fort Purandhar, for adolescent
children of the armed forces personnel.

Making waves

After a series of wins at local swimming
competitions organized in Bombay Ms
Kainaz Byramjee was sclected to repre-
sent the Maharashtra state in the 200 m
breast stroke and the 200 m individual
medley at the junior nationals in Gwalior
scheduled for August 1991, notes a fam-
ily source. Another notable success for
Byramjee was at the open tournament in
December last, swimming a five km
sireich from Apollo Bunder to Sunk
Rock. The swimmer has also been in-
cluded on her school (Queen Mary) team
competing at the national school games
since 1988,

Her potential in the under-15 age-
group was recognized by the government
which has granted her a scholarship of Rs
1,800 for the entire year. But what Byr-
amjce would have appreciated more 1s
availability of coaches of national stan-
dard. “The diet, the training, the pool, the
coach, the hours put in daily are all
equally essential to bring forth talent and
sustain this talent which we in India are
failing to provide,” notes the swimmer.

Kainaz practises for two hours in the
morning before proceeding to school and
two hours in the evening daly at the
YMCA (Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion} pool under coach Chin Shin Yang,

Interested in outdoor sports since her
childhood, Byramjcc has also been
trained in karate and gymnastics. “Karate
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Byramjee (left): from local to national meets
Bharucha (center): forte is obstetrics
. Coniracior: concern for child health

@

has instilled in me a sense of discipline
which is helping me immensely,” ac-
knowledges the swimmer. Though she
does try to better her performance at cach
successive meet, Byramjee clarifies, I
have neither the aspiration to be like one
of those celebrity international swimmers
nor do I have an idol on which to mold
my career. [ am perfectly satisfied being
myself.” Researched by Ruzbeh N. Bharucha

Topping the MD list

Topping this year's list of successful stu-
dents at the Bombay University's Doctor
of Medicine examination in obstetrics and
gynecology was Dr (Ms) Azmy Pesi
Bharucha, informs a family source.

In 1990 Bharucha had stood first in the
diploma examination in obstetrics and
gynecology, bagging two gold medals.
She also enjoys the distinction of having
presented the best paper at the All India
Congress of Obstetrics and Gynecology
for two consecutive years in 1988 and
'89, mentions the write-up from the fam-
ily. Additionally she has presented papers
at several other national and international
meets.

Honors in pediatrics

Standing first at the Doctor of Medicine
examination in pediatrics conducted by
the Bombay University was Dr Cyrus

Pheroze Contractor, informs a write-up .

from the family. Last year Contractor had
scored the highest marks at the diploma
examination in child health, according to
his curriculum vitae,

He is presently lecturer at the K. E. M.
Hospital's Decpartment of Paediatric
Medicine and Neonatology.  Twenty-
seven-year-old Contractor has partici-
pated in many workshops on perinatal
care and pediatrics, in addition to contrib-
uting artcles to pediatric joumals, his
curriculum vitac reads,

His work experience at the K. E. M.
Hospital, from where he did his intern-
ship, was as house physician in pediatric
medicine and as registrar in pediatric
medicine and neonatology. A distinction
student throughout his academic career,
Contractor had studied at the St Mary's
High School, the S.LE.S. College of Arts
and Science and the G. 5. Medical Col-
lege. He had been conferred a scholar-
ship for postgraduare studies by the Bom-
bay University, the bio data further in-
forms.

The doctor’s other interests include
reading, indoor and outdoor sports, and
music.

Fight to save the Oval

“Right now our main baltle is to prevent
the government from building on the
Oval... Let us not wantonly destroy what
we can never get back,” says Ms Shirecn
Bharucha, president of the Oval-Cooper-
age Residents’ Association which is con-
testing the government’s proposed move
to construct a sports complex at the Oval
Maidan, Presently overlooking this ex-
panse of land are residential buildings on
one side, and landmarks like the Bombay
University and the High Court on the
other. Bombay has no dearth of sports
complexes and clubs which lie unused
most of the time, believes Bharucha who
has been appealing to government offi-
cials to abandon their ambitious project
for the Oval: to build a football ground,
volleyball field, tennis courts, cricket
pitches, complete with spectator stands,
reports The Independent of January 15,
1991. :

An alternate proposal recommended
by the Association is to set up a trust that
will maintain the lawn, mend the fence
around the Maidan, plant new palm trees
and make security arrangements so that
the Maidan becomes a “recreational
ground for the use of everybody, even the
poorest of the poor,” notes Bharucha.
Since negotiations with the government
officials do not seem to have yielded any
results, Bharucha, a solicitor with Tata
Services Limited, is all set to pursue the
maiter in court.

“By putting up stadia the government
will destroy the entire cityscape,” fears
Bharucha whose Association was last
year conferred the Urban Heritage Award
by the Bombay chapter of the Indian
Heritage Socicty, further mentions The
Independent.

Compiled by Roxana 1. Kaka
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

“Anything can happen to you”

] Parsis, as they become fewer and
live longer, must plan for their own care in old age,
says geriatric psychologist Dolly Dastoor

“Half our hearts are here {in India) be-
cause the parenis are alone,” says Ms
Dolly Dastoor, secretary of the Federation
of Zoroastrian Associations of North
America (FEZANA) and associale editor
of Gavashni, the quarterly newsletter of
the Zoroastrian Association of Quebec
(ZAQ). Also cochairman of Zonta Inter-
national’s staws of women commitiee,
Dastoor moots the forming of an interna-
tional Zoroastrian women’s network
through which Zoroastrian women from
major pockets across the world can liaise
with each other, undertaking joint proj-
ects such as old age residences.

The Dastoor concept is for middle and
upper-middle-class people where the fi-
nancial resources are available: a center
where the old can be supervised with
proper professional care instead of indi-
vidual ayahs and tours can be organized
for them to meet their children. “Sell the
idea to people, sensitize them... only then
the communily will change its way of
thinking,” she urges.

Assistant professor in psychiatry at
Montreal's McGill Universily and a re-
search scholar in different types of de-
mentia in the psycho geriatric program of
Douglas Hospital, Dastoor is deeply con-
cemed about the provision of geriatric
care for Parsis. “Our community is get-
ting smaller and smaller and living longer
and longer, and hence is prey lo more
age-related illnesses,” she says.

The well-known Parsi tendency to
hoard isn't normal, but a pointer to mental
illhealth, according to Dastoor. “Our so-
cial and emotional (needs) are becoming
pathological,” she says.

Dastoor's work in geriatric psychol-
ogy has made her acutely conscious that
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every fifth person over 80 years of age
(and one in 18 over the age of 65) suffers
from dementia. Beginning with loss of
memory, dementia becomes a language
problem, a perception problem. Dastoor
detailed the course of failing mental ca-
pacities during an interview with Par-
siana carlier this year. In the case of Alz-
heimer's disease where the central nerv-
ous sysiem degenerates, showing up in

Dastoor (right) with daughter Natasha!
identifiable in the mainstream.

the form of premature senile mental dete-
rioration, the patient forgets even the
most elementary functions like eating,
washing, dressing, etc. He/fshe “becomes
suspicious, paranoid, resistant, heavy,
aggressive, abusive,” says Dastoor.
“There is a complete reversal of personal-
ity as all repressive control (ingrained
from early childhood) is forgotten.

“Dementia destroys the whole family
in caring for .he patient. The demented
person needs lots of space. What happens
to families living in two-room lene-
ments?” she shudders. What's more, if
you cannot recognize the symptoms as
they set in, you may even feed them by
making the wrong responses, she cau-
tions.

Dastoor differentiates between normal
aging and Alzheimer's: “When you re-
member that you can't remember, it's
normal aging. A diet that's poor in vita-
min B12 could lead to memory problems.
An Alzheimer patient never remembers,
Once the memory is gone, it's gone. Au-
topsy of Alzheimer (victims) could lead
to better genetic counselling,” for there is
a 20 percent chance of the children of an
Alzheimer parent inheriting the discase,
says Dastoor who is president of the Alz-
heimer Society of Montreal, For Parsis,
as an aging, dwindling community that
tends to marry within itself and often
within the family, the forccast may be
bleaker, she implies.

“If we are closing our minds o inject-
ing new blood, we must think now of cre-
ating institutions where you and I are
going to live.. The 40-50-60-year-old
age-group should start planning for them-
selves, (provide) more open spaces, pro-
fessional care,” advocates Dastoor who
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joined the staff of Montreal’s Douglas
Hospital Center's psycho geriatric pro-
gram in 1973. She was conferred the Dr
C. A. Robert Award in 1990. The award
recognizes the individual who has con-
tributed the most to the objectives of the
Center. “Quality care to elderly patienis”
has been “one of her preoccupations,”
noted Gavashni, in its September 1990
issue. The publication noted that her
expertise in the field of “cognitively im-

“Our social and
emotional (needs)
are becoming
pathological”

paired elderly is internationally recog-
nized through her work and her publica-
tions."”

She also suggests that the community
undertake a survey to assess “how exten-
sive is the problem, build a building in
one of the baugs to provide day-care for
the elderly.”

Dastoor's other preoccupation is com-
munity survival in North America. Past
president of ZAQ, her concern is “How
do we entrench, oursclves in the wider
Morth American community — in busi-
ness, entreprencurship — be a part of the
mainstream bul remain an identifiable
bﬂdy?“

Tracing the changes in her own per-
ceptions, Dastoor (née Bharucha) notes,
“When 1 left Bombay in 1964, 1 had no
concept what it was o be a Zoroastrian.
You were a Parsi..."

She had spelt it out in greater detail in
the course of her contribution to the Sev-
enth North American Zoroastrian Con-
gress (INAZC) in Houston in August
1990. “Mot being very steeped in the reli-
gion and philosophy of Zoroastrianism in
India, I had very often mistaken the cus-
toms, praclices and ritals of daily living
as the fundamental tenets of our religion.

-1 had failed to appreciate the fundamental

doctrine as mentioned in the Garhas and
other seriptures... I now appreciate the
value system of Zoroastrianism, namely
freedom of choice and yet assuming re-
sponsibility for one's action, the contribu-
tion of man as Ahura Mazda’s helper by
standing up, of his own free will, for the
final victory of good over evil, the af-
firmation of life and the appeal 1o be ac-
live in shaping the world...”

Now, “surrounded by a culre that's
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not very religious, the personal religious
identity matiers more than the culiral
identity,” says Dastoor. According 1o her,
many Zoroastrians in Montreal are mem-
bers of ecumenical councils. *“We partici-
pate by exposing our religion. On interna-
tional bodies I always say that I'm a
Zoroastrian,”

Participating in a parcnt/offspring dia-
logue on “our present and future in North
America” — an innovative feature of the
TNAZC — Dastoor, a mother of three

“Dementia destroys
the whole family
in caring
for the patient”

grown-up children, noted in the preamble:
“Like all first generation immigrant par-
ents we have had no traditional role
model of parenting o follow and were
very much left on our own 10 muddle
along, when faced with contemporary
challenges posed by our offsprings’ inde-
pendence and social behavior... Achiev-
ing a harmonious balance belween the
fundamental values of Zoroastrianism and
the application of these values in the con-
text of the 1990s is a challenge which all
parents of my gencration face.”

Dastoor ascribes FEZAMA's slow
growlh to peoples’ fear that the autonomy
of member associations will be under-
mined. However, they “have now begun
Lo realize that that's not the idea™ and that
FEZANA has becn formed to help asso-
ciations and not take them over,” she
adds. Two new associalions — in Dallas,
Texas and in Washington state — were
then in the process of being formed, she
noted. Another assertion of local identity
is the McGill Zoroastrian Students Soci-
ety with Zoroastrian girls generally at-
tending functions in a sari.

She considers “Iranian Zoroastrians to
be much stauncher Zoroastrians — they
went through a lot to preserve whatever

they had" and expects the Zoroastrian

community in North America to become
self-suslaining when marriages between
Parsis and Iranian Zoroastrians become a
normal practice.

Dasioor left Bombay for Nigeria in
1964 10 work as a research fellow in the
University of Ibadan’s deparument of psy-
chiatry where the World Health Organiza-
tion’s program on schizophrenia was
underway. In 1973 the family — Dolly,

continued on page 62
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POLITICS AND POLICY

Adoption only of

Parsi children

After deferring this issue for over a decade,
the Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India
has agreed to pursue legislation sanctioning
adoption of only Parsi children

By a majority vote, the Federation of
Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India re-
solved that it would pursue legislation
sanctioning adoption of Parsi children by
Parsi couples. Supporting the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPF) stand that a Parsi
law on adoption should be introduced
were 13 anjumans, while six dissented
and four abstained from voting at the ex-
ecutive council meeting of the Federa-
tion at Bombay's Muncherji Khareghat
Hall on March 23 and 24, 1991,

The subject of adoption has been
hanging fire with the Federation for over
a decade. Iniually individual anjumans,
punchayets, groups had sent their repre-
sentation to the government until the
then Prime Minister Ms Indira Gandhi
had asked the BPP chairman Dr Aspi
Golwalla why the community could not
speak with one voice. Since then the
subject has been debated at various meet-
ings of the Federation,

The rehabilitation assistance package
offered to the farmers by the Federation,
joindy withr the World Zoroastrian
Organisation (WZO), has benefited
many Parsi familics in south Gujarat.
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Wells, pipelines and levelled ficlds have
helped some agriculturists while others
were 10 gain from the training program
that was to commence in March '91 w0
induce them o use their scarce resources
effectively.

The community was urged 1o adopt a
common calendar beginning March 21,
1992 when it would be Hormazd roj ac-
cording toall three calendars -- Shehen-
shahi, Fasli and Kadmi. The prevailing
practice of three different calendars
being observed by the different sects
within the community, while it gives an
occasion for celebration of three New
Years, creatcs an anomaly of threo
Zarthost no disos (death anniversary of
Zarathushtra), was the observation made.
When Federation joint honorary secre-
tary and BPP trustce Eruch Desai won-
dered whether a uniform calendar could
be enforced on all, Federation president
and BPP chairman Dr Aspi Golwalla re-
plied, “If the BPP takes the lead and the
Federation agrees, the rest will follow.”

The final decision regarding a uni-
form calendar will be taken at the next
Federation mecting in Calicut on Sepiem-

ber 14 and 15, 1991 after the delegates
discuss this subject with their respective
anjuman members. On behalf of the Cali-
cul anjuman, its managing trustee Darius
Marshall exiended a cordial invitation.
However, Federation joint  honorary
sccretary Keki Gandhi reminded the dele-
gates that in light of their being a small
anjuman of barely 15 Zoroastrians, “let’s
not go with bag, baggage, family and
relations; if there is more than one repre-
sentative from an anjuman, one should be
a youth.”

Selective adoption
The prevailing divergence in views on
whether adoption should be permitted,
whether it should be restricted to adop-
tion of a Parsi child, or whether it should
be disallowed altogether resulted in
member anjumans casting their vote on
this sensitive issue. The majorily sup-
ported the BPP decision that the commu-
nity should proceed with a law on adop-
tion on the proviso that only Parsi chil-
dren would be considered for adoption.
Fearing that voting at Federation meet-
ings would divide the anjuman loyalties,
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Dinshaw Anklesaria of Poona claimed,
“When we joined, it was decided that
there should be no voting on any issue...
Please refrain from taking votes and get-
ting things done.” Replied Gandhi, “There
is no understanding either in the constitu-
tion or verbal that no votes will be taken
at Federation meetings... On certain mat-
ters voling has to be done. Otherwise it
would mean that no decision can be taken
if there were to be even one dissenter.”’
If the community were to apply for a

legislation on adoption exclusively appli-
cable to Parsis, “it will give us undue
publicity,” believed Delhi Parsi Anju-
man president Lt Gen Adi Sethna. “Do
we want to show ourselves as a funda-
mentalist community? he continued.
Davar Kavasji Modi of Surat feared, “Tt
would mean an infringement of personal
liberty because everyone would be bound
by it.” But the most persistent objec-
tions came from Desai: “There will be
no bountiful blessings if we push through
with this legislation nor will community
numbers increase. This will unnecessar-
ily create a hornet’s nest. Presently there
is no bar to adopting anyone of any com-
munity. If we can get (the same results)
without legislation, why have legisla-
tion?... The BPP’s view is not to have
any legislation on adoption.” Continued
Desai, “'We have only chosen the lesser of
the two evils (adoption of a Parsi, rather
than a non-Parsi child).” Corrected
Golwalla, “We (the BPP) unanimously
said we want legislation. If we want to

change our minds, we should reconsider.” -

In the absence of a law on adoption,
the adopted child can have no rights to
inheritance in case of intestate succes-
sion, pointed out BPP trustee Jamshecd
Kanga, Further, certain people tend to

From top: Bodhanwalla;
Sethna (left) and Bhacca;
Kaipitia (left) and Anklesaria;
Tambely (left) and Modi;
Taleyarkhan

take advantage by claiming rights to com-
munity flats on the presumption of their
being “‘palak betas (adopted sons).”
“Don’t consider only the monetary as-
pect.  The emotional attachment of ‘my
child,” *my parent’ doesn’t exist under the
law of guardianship which is presently
applicable to the community,” was
Gandhi's rationale. Federation vice pre-
sident Homi Bodhanwalla of Jamshedpur
went a step further, advocating the pro-
tection of rights of non-Parsi children
who have been accepted as wards by
Parsi couples. In Jamshedpur, “we allow
a non-Parsi adopted child even into our
fire-temple. The BPP has a right to its
views, but it can’t be binding on smaller
anjumans,” A legislation on Parsi adop-
tion will not come in the way of accepting
non-Parsi children as wards or even per-
mitting them access to institutions if the
trustees concerned have no objections,
clarified Gandhi.

Grooming the young

Would the presence of some select
youth at Federation meetings give them
the impression “ke mohtao larya karéch
(the elders keep fighting) or does it gear
them for future responsibilities? These
uncertainties were voiced before it was

Some Parsi farmers
can't afford one meal
a day; others work
as servants at
neighboring farms

finally decided that four to five youths
of outstanding caliber from the BFP
Youth Club who had attended the BPP
Holiday Program for Youth and subse-
quently been put through their leadership
training program would be invited to.the
Federation meeting. Other  anjumans
were also called upon to bring their
youth representative to the Federation
meetings by quoting the practice of an
overseas association which gives merit
points to those who work for the commu-
nity and giving the highest scorer a free
air ticket to attend a national meet of
Zoroastrians.

“In many anjumans youths are treated
as a nuisance. But by not involving them
we are making them into worse rebels,”
slated Kanga before giving his own ex-
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ample, “I started out as a rebel in the BPP;
[ am now accused of being over-conser-
vative."

The formation of a Federation of
Zoroastrian Youth Associations of India
that had been agreed 1o at the last youth
festival in Secunderabad is still awaiting
the completion of formalities and registra-
tion by youth groups in different areas. A
model constitution for a youth association
is available with Jehangir Bisney of Se-
conderabad, informed Gandhi. The
next All-India Zoroastrian Youth Festi-
val will be hosted by Nagpur, the dele-
gates were notified.

The new projects introduced by/for
youths in different areas/anjumans were
reported: In Ahmedabad, a minimum of
one youth member has been coopted on

every subcommittee of the Panchayat.
Also the Youth League there has passed
an amendment that any youth, whether
male or female, who marries a non-Parsi
will cease 1o be a member of the League.
Previously only the woman married out-
side the community was discriminated
against. Delhi is contemplating a “rools
tour' to familiarize the youngsters with
places of historic significance to the com-
munity. Baroda youths are planning a trip
to Udwada to improve on their religious
knowledge. The enterprising Dahanu
youth offered to host the next BPP youth
leadership training camp, volunteered to
organize a trip 1o Bahrot Caves for any
anjuman interested, and gave a briel of
the school they propose o siart at a cost
of Rs 65 lakhs. As an alicrnative o the
only overcrowded English school in
Dahanu they are confident it will be pa-
tronized by the increasing student popula-
tion. The newly formed Yazd Education
Trust will look after the school which will
be largely Parsi managed on a four-acre
plot of land. It will be gradually upgraded
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Above (from left):
Golwalla,
Gandhi

and Guzder
Center: Minoo
Shroff (left) and
Kanga

Below: Desai
{left) and Modi

to a high school and subscquently even
introduce a boarding section, mentioned
Ms Banoogoshasp Irani, the youth repre-
sentative from Dahanu. There is need o
keep some scats reserved for Parsis, re-
commended Golwalla.

On grave matters

“We are criticized for caring more for the
dead than the living,” stated Gandhi in °
response to a query from Surat Parsi
Punchayet (SPP) chief executive Sorab
Katpitia who conjointly with BPP chief
execulive Rustom Anklesaria manages
the work on defunct anjumans. Katpitia
was secking the Federation's sanction on
whether some Parsi graves in Junagadh
and Nadiad could be relocated such that
maximum returns could be obtained
from community lands in those areas.
When it was established that neither the
names nor the years were legible on the
graves, and no family member known to
evince interest, it was decided that on the
sale of the land, a part of the income
would be used to look afier the relocated
graves and the rest for the benefit of the
community.

Members of the Thana Anjuman who
had initated litigation against the Di-
vecha Trust for reportedly selling off
community properly to a non-Parsi
builder were pleased to report that they
were “nearing the end of the tnnel.”
Strengthening their case by gelting the
Federation as intervenors, and securing a

| . compromise such that 25 percent of the

allotments by the builder is to Parsis, the
Thana Anjuman president Rustom
Cursctji noted that 50 Parsi families
would be accommodated in this pnme
locality about 10-15 minutes’ walk from
the mailway station. (Subsequent an-
nouncements in the papers indicated that
the Thana Anjuman was authorized to
invite applications for tenements of ap-
proximately 480, 600 and 825 sq feet at
the rate of Rs 550 per square foot.)
Misuse of community assets by their
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conveyed that this report had been final-
1zed at a meeting of the executive com-
mittee of the Congress convened at only
four days' notice. In fact 14 members of
the Federation executive council, who
also happened 1o be on the Congress ex-
ecutive committee, were absent at the
meeting when Moddie’s summation was
approved, Gandhi continued. Finally it

“In Jamshedpur, we
allow a non-Parsi
adopted child even
into our fire-temple”

was decided that the preparation of a
comprehensive revised report would be
assigned to a professional.

“Let's not say 15 months have gone.
There are certain omissions,” noted
Bodhanwalla who recommended every
anjuman to go through the report once it
is professionally prepared and give their
comments within a stipulated time.
“Nothing has been held up as far as im-
plementation of the recommendations
are concerned,” believed Gandhi,

Ethical, laudable and regrettable

When studying tne religiosity of Zoroas-
trian collegians, Dr Sam Taraporevala,
professor of sociology at Bombay's St
Xavier's College, found their knowledge
wanting. Invited as a guest speaker o
highlight the findings of his doctoral the-
sis, Taraporevala gave a detailed account
of the students’ knowledge of Zoroastrian
concepts and their observance of religious
practices (see “Low grades on religion,”
Parsiana, March 1991). Among the
points he highlighted were: About 20 per-
cent could not name Ahura Mazda as the
God that Zoroastrians believed in; barely
20 percent could give the significance of
the asho farohar. From the other stray
comments made by the respondents it
came across that: the Iranshah was under-
stood as the deposed Shah of Iran; that
manashni was explained as good deeds;
that one respondent expressed, “The truth
i I feel that no one on this carth knows
the true teachings of Zoroastrianism,” and
another admitted, *T like 10 go to the fire-
temple but not when the priest comes ©
beg.”
“This shows the custodians of our faith
in such a negative light,” regretted Tar-
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aporevala. He also added that “Breaking
up into different schools of thought have
put off youngsters. We are too small a
community to afford this.” Seeing the
general ignorance on the religious score
Taraporevala noted, *When there is no
knowledge of (Zoroastrian) ethics, there
15 no question of applying these ethics o
daily living."”

The Indian tradition is such that respect
and care for the elderly does not permit us
to leave them in old people’s institutions
however congested the conditions may be
at home, stated Guzder. He impressed on
the Federation the need to start a complex
for the aged in beautiful surroundings
where they would gladly like to stay and
where the family would be happy to visit
them, unlike the geriatric wards at the B,
D. Petit Parsee General Hospital and the
J. J. Hospital. Inviting feedback from
other anjumans, Guzder sought 1o ascer-
tain whether the care of the elderly poses

a problem for other areas too. The infir-
mary at Sural is coming in useful for not
only the habitants of Gujarat but also for
Poona residents, acknowledged Dinshaw
Anklesaria. Even then, 50 percent of its

capacity is going abegging.

When anjuman representatives  were
given a chance to have their gay, it came
across that funds would be appreciated:
by the Jhansi anjuman for the repair of

their aramgah, by the Bardoli and Madras’

anjumans for their priests’ quarters, by
the Saronda anjuman for the repair of
their agiary, by the Surat anjuman for the
construction of a dharamshala, by the
Vyara anjuman for constructing a shop-
ping and residential complex, having
completed their agiary and priests’ quar-
ters... “What's happening in our commu-
nity is that the willingness to stand on its

From top: Marshall, Curselji (left) and
Tarapore, Cooper and Taraporevala

own feet, to finance our own projects (is
declining). On principle I don’t accept
appeals 1o be carried in the Fed Newslet-
ter,” said Gandhi. His editorial policy was
to outling achievement stories in the
Newsletter rather than be flooded with
appeals from anjumans which, instead of
finding avenues to raise funds internally,
resorted (o the easiest solution of secking
funds. In' addition to finance related
problems another difficulty that was




From left: Karanjawalla,
Bhote (top) and Bavaadam,
Pervez Irani and
Banoogoshasp Irani

brought to the notice of the delegates was
the shortage of girls in the matrimonial
age-group in Jamshedpur. The BFP of-
fered to send some of the girls registered
with their matrimonial bureau for a holi-
day to Jamshedpur hoping that matrimo-
nial alliances would ensue,

“Since we are not getting fair coverage
in other Press, at least let the Fed News-
letier publicize...the good work done by
the BPP/Federation,” stressed Kanga.
“Every crank who has a personal griev-
ance gets coverage in the Parsi Press. The
BFP is made out to be a cesspool of cor-
ruption. This is the picture we are pro-
jecting of the community,” he added. The
functioning of the Federation and the de-
cisions taken at Federation meetings
should also be made known through the
Fed Newsletter, stated Meher Anklesaria
of Poona. While Homi Taleyarkhan, for-
mer member of the Minoritics Commis-
sion, would have liked to see included
both  achievements and  criticisms,
Bodhanwalla felt that too much space was
being used for Bombay news. Commit-
ments to sponsor newsletiers in the ensu-
ing year came in from the BPFP (three),
and one each from Delhi, Jamshedpur,
Madras, Poona, Surat, the Iranian Zoroas-
trian Anjuman and Desai. Sethna offered
to bring in two more sponsors, and Tam-
boli three, through his WZO contacts.

The Federation represents not more than
20-25 percent of the total Zoroastrian
population of India,” said Poona Parsee
Panchayat trustce Brig Moshir Grant.
{The Poona Parsee Panchayat is said 1o
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represent barcly 10 percent of s total
Zoroastrian strength.) “How can those
who are not members of their anjuman
resolve their problems. If the anjuman
can't (help), the Federation can’t (due to
its constitution which forbids interven-
tion in the internal affairs of an anjuman
or discussion of controversial issues),
then the only option is for him to go to
the Press,” said an agitated Grant.

“Anjumans/punchayets have been
formed to give people representation in
the administration of affairs of their
anjuman. If they don’t become members,
exercise rights, it's their own fault,” re-
plied Gandhi. “If you've got guts,
change. Take up cudgels. That's what
we did in Bombay,” Kanga added.

“A leadership which, for outdated rea-
sons, debars itself from controversial is-
sues, especially when the community it-
self is involved in them, excludes itself
from problem solving,” wrote Moddie in
a detailed criticism of the Federation's
working, a copy of which he had for-
warded to Parsiana in advance. Bul
since even the principal office bearers of
the Federation had not had an occasion to
study the contents (it had reached them
that same day), discussion was deferred
to the next meeting. I think we should
face criticism and sce where we are
wrong,” was Golwalla's view.

Moddie impressed on the Federation
“to get more serious and purposeful
about its business, justify costs, man-days
spent and productivity, and develop a
psychology of wider public accountabil-

ity for results. The anjumans themselves
have to function more actively to help
become more functional.” At this meet-
ing itself, Gandhi's frequent comment, “I
am somry to say you are not reading the
minutes,” or Bodhanwalla's attempts to
gear the discussions back to the subject at
hand when the speakers tended to stray,
or the non-observance of the time limit set
for different topics, justified Moddie’s
criticisms.

Those atiending the Federation meeting
were: Gayomard Kasad and Porus Kar-
anjawalla from Ahmedabad; Capt Homi
Dandiwalla from Allahabad; Pervez
Mehta from Bardoli; Shavak Patel and
Ms Binaifer Bavaadam from Baroda; Dr
Aspi Golwalla, Eruch Desai, Jamshed
Guzder, Jamsheed Kanga, Minoo Shroff,
Rustom Anklesaria, Ms Gool Tawa, Ms
Sheroo Master and Peshotan Nargolwala
from Bombay; Darius Marshall from
Calicut; Ms Banoogoshasp Irani from
Dahanu; Lt Gen Adi Sethna, Keki
Gandhi and Homi Taleyarkhan from
Delhi; Edulji Dumasia from Dumas; Aspi
Irani and Pervez Irani from the Iranian
Zoroastrian Anjuman; Fardoon Adajania
from Jalgaon; Homi Bodhanwalla and
Pesi Tarapore from Jamshedpur; Ronny
Dick from Jhansi; Dr Meherji Cooper and
Ms Perviz Bhote from Madras; Dastur
Meherji Meherjirana from Navsari;
Meher Anklesaria, Dinshaw Anklesaria,
Minoo Irani and Brig Noshir Grant from
Poona; Homi Palsetia from Saronda; Dr
Sam Bhacca, Davar Kavasji Modi and
Sorab Kaipitia from Surat; Rustom
Cursetji, Pervez Bhesania and Dinyar
Mehta from Thana; Dr Bahadur Jokhi,
Parvez Amaria, Persi Buhariwala and
Farrokh Kasad from Vyara-Songadh; Ms
Soonoo Vesuna from Vesu; and Dinshaw
Tamboly from the WZ0O. The Press was
represented by The Bombay Samachar
and Parsiana.
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WELFARE

A portrait of

poverty

To bring about an awareness of the plight of the
poor Zoroastrian farmers, the
World Zoroastrian Organisation has produced a video film

The camera focuses on the wrinkled face
of an old lady. She looks away self-con-
sciously as an uncertain smile plays
across her toothless mouth, It is the face
of the rural Parsis in Gujarat. It was in
Gujarat that a handful of the commu-
nity's forefathers settled; it was here that
their numbers and wealth grew and flour-
ished. In many ways Gujarat served as
the economic backbone of the commu-
nity for centuries. Then somewhere in
time, and more so in the recent past, the
old order changed: Parsi farmers started
to uproot themselves, sell their lands in
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Gustasp Irani

exchange for an urban setting. Parsis have
disappeared from the face of 128 villages
in three districts of south Gujarat over a
period of 18 years, according to the sur-
vey conducted by Ms Cashmera Bhaya
(see Parsiana, March 1989). A few how-
ever held on o their rural roots. Among
them, some are still prosperous; most are
poverty-ridden, uncertain about their fu-
ture, unhappy custodians of the
community’s heritage.

The World Zoroastrian Organisation
(WZ0) produced video film titled Unbe-
lievable takes the viewer into the heart-
land of rural Gujarat to explore the plight
of their less fortunate co-religionists

Interiors of Parsi farmhouses

there. It covers three villages near
Navsari, Perhaps what is most striking in
the film is that in comparison to the adi-
vasi or tribal farmer, the Parsi farmer
comes oul second best.

The lush golden yellow sunflower
fields, we are informed, belong to a tribal
farmer. His well is swurdy with stone in-
laid walls. His Parsi neighbor’s holding,
by contrast, is small, his only source of
water is monsoon rains and, for a price,
his neighbor's well. While the adivasi is
able to harvest three crops a year, the
Parsi must be content with one. The adi-
vasi, we learn from district government
officials accompanying the WZO team
shown on the video, has been able to
achieve prosperity as a result of govern-
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ment subsidies aimed at lifting him up
from his backwardness. The Parsi must
fend for himself. The paradox, as onc
WZ0 member accompanying the film
crew points out: “The Parsis are now the
underprivileged class.”

“It is difficult to believe that there are
Parsis living in such conditions,” says
Homyar Mistry, director of the video
film. “The title of the film — Unbeliev-
able — came naturally,” he adds. Ac-
cording to him, people do not believe it
when informed that the net annual in-
come of many a rural Parsi family in
Gujarat is Rs 1,000. “It’s true they might
be eaming around Rs 12,000 a year but
when you allow for expenses, the balance
is about Rs 1,000, It works out to less
than Rs 100 per month,”

“The figures are authentic enough.”
Dinshaw Tamboli, vice chairperson, ¢x-
ecutive committee, WZO India, assures
us. “We do not blindly accept the esti-
mates given by the Parsi farmers them-
selves. We have a technical commitiee
which makes its own assessment.” The
technical committee, according to Tam-
boli, comprises a retired conservator of
forests, Phiroze Panthaky and two pros-
perous Parsi agriculturists, Farokh Kasad
and Khushru Deboo. Assisting the team is
Pervez [Italia, a mechanical engincer
turned farmer. More than assessing the
Parsi farmers’ income they also assess the
farmers’ needs, advise them about new
cropping methods and techniques, and
assist them wherever possible.

“The objective of the video film is to
project before the Zoroastrians of the
world the conditions of our poor co-re-

a't
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{Above and center)
The face of the rural
Parsis in Gujarat:
holding on to their
rools

{Below) Laboring to
improve the land
yield: the Parsis are
now the
underprivileged class
surviving under
difficult conditions

Pholos: Homyar Mislry,
Homaz Prints
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ligionists and seek support to better their
lot,” says Tamboli. The sub-objective is
to stem the flight of Parsis from the rural
areas to wrban centers, especially Bom-
bay. This, Tamboli believes, can only be
achieved if the land becomes economi-
cally viable. To be economically viable
it must be able to produce two or three
crops annually. This, in turn, can only be
done with assistance in the form of equip-
ment and facilities provided by the com-
munity as a whole.

For the first ume in many years the
Parsi farmers are getting aid from the
more fortunate members of their commu-
nity, says Tamboli. Apart from the active
participation of the technical team, ar-
rangements have been made with the
Gujarat Agricultural College to conduct
special programs in growing cash crops
and on new methods of cultivation.

Furthermore, direct assistance is being
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given to Parsi farmers in the form of
bulls, pumps and other farming equip-
ment, and even in the construction of
wells. About eight lakh rupces have al-
ready been collected, Tamboli informs
us. OF this sum, six lakhs have been in-
vested in aid to the farmers. It is the ru-
ral welfare commitice of the Federation
of Parsi Zorcastrian Anjumans of India
under whose auspices the Surat Parsi
Punchayct (SPP), the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet (BPP) and the WZO are con-
jointly functioning. The BPP and the SPP
have contributed two lakhs each while
other trusts and institwtions have given
about Rs 60,000, The WZO, to dale, has
contributed Rs 3.5 lakhs and has commit-
ments and pledges adding to another four
lakhs towards this effort. Two individual
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Top: The WZO team of volunteers with
some rural Parsis

Center and right: Glimpses of the
frugal lifestyle of Zoroastrian
agriculiurists

donors have distributed Rs 1,32,501 in the
form of clothes and food grains, and a
container of 101 cartons of clothes and
shoes collected by the Parsis of the UK
was shipped to Bombay to be distributed
to Parsis living in the rural areas of
Gujarat.

“The aim of our project is not 1© make
them (the rural Parsis) dependent but self-
reliant,” says Tamboli. He shows us a
bulging folder with requests for assis-
tance. Each application is studied and if
the necds of the farmer are genuing, he 1s

The Parsi farmers
are steeped in the
culture of poverty

given whatever assistance the constraints
of finance permit. The exercise does not
end here. There arz follow-up visits to
see how the farmer is faring. Tamboli
shows us a letter from one farmer who
was presented with two bulls to plough
his fields. In the letter the farmer states
that he cannot afford to maintain the ani-
mals and is thercfore returning them.
“Because we keep a track of things, he
has returned the bulls, Otherwise “he
might have sold them and pocketed the
money. MNow we can give them 1o some
other Parsi farmer,” says Tamboli. He
adds that all equipment given to the farm-
ers remain the property of the donor,
hence the beneficiary cannot dispose of it
as he chooses. “We enter into legal con-
tracts with them,” he says as he shows us
a file where these officially stamped
documents are stored.

One problem that impedes the recipi-
ents is attitudes. “These people (the Parsi
farmers) are steeped in the culture of pov-
erty. Their mental blocks have to be
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breached,” says Tamboli. From the or-
ganizational end the problem is lack of
manpower. "It is not a question of giving
them money and equipment and forget-
ting about it. We need people to regularly
go to the villages and follow up.” After
the video had been shown on the cable
TV networks in most of the Parsi baugs in
Bombay and at a public screening at All-
bless Baug many contacted Tamboli with
requests o organize trips to the rural ar-

as. “But we need more. We need a com-
mitment of time.” Among those who are
rcady to make this commitment, apart
from the members of the technical com-
mittee, is Davar Kavasji Modi, member of
the WZO and trustee of the SPP, who 13
looking after the affairs of the villages
around Surat.

The area around Valsad remains unac-
tivated yet. In fact, the selection of the
districts of Navsari and Surat are not ar-
bitrary but based on Bhaya's survey, an
effort co-sponsored by the WZO, the BPP
and the SPP, to assess the conditions of
the rural Parsis in Gujarat.

. The proposal Lo make such a film had
been tossed around for some time. Mistry
recalls that he had been informed about it
three to four years ago but nothing came

of it. Then almost overnight the project
materialized; Homi Taleyarkhan, chair-
person, WZO India, was the catalyst. He
arranged to visit the rural Parsis of
Guijarat in his official capacity as a sen-
ior member of the Minorities Commis-
sion. A convoy of 13 jeeps with local dis-
trict officials and WZ0 members buzzed
the village trail for two days, taking in the
plight and condition of the Parsis there.
Many of them recorded their impressions
on the video: Aspi Irani, Kersi Limath-
walla, Zal Contractor, Dara Deboo,
among others. Also actively involved in
the project is Dastur Meherji Meherjirana,
High Pricst of the Navsari Atash Bahram,
The common thread that binds these
people together, regardless of the various
organizations they represent, is the con-
cern for the poor farmer,

QOutdoor filming was not new to Mis-
try. “Before photography, mountain
climbing was my first love. I knew such
conditions and had been filming in them;
it was not a new experience for me. I
knew what to expect and what 10 take
along,” he observes. Some of his footage
beautifully evoked the rural ¢cthos — hens
pecking at unwashed utensils, a pair of
dusty shoes lovingly hung up on the walls

of a mud hut, people walking barefoot
through slushy trails, farmers in sudrch
and kusti... the nuances are delicate n
parts.

If the film lacked slickness it was a
result of the limited budget — Rs 15,000
only. The interviews with the farmers in
Gujarati arc subtitled in English for the
benefit of Zoroastrians abroad and Iranian
Zoroastrians who might have difficulty
following the language.

“The video film is a record of how
things were,” Mistry makes a point of
using the past tense. “Already as a resull
of this film, things have changed and the
conditions of the Parsi farmers are im-
proving.” To illustrate the point he refers
to the fact that panthakies of some agiar-
ies are complaining. Formerly many of
the Parsis came to the city to work as
chasniwallas after harvesting their only
seasonal crop. Now, with the assistance
that they are getting, and their ability to
work round the year in their fields, reap-
ing three crops in the process, they have
informed their panthakies that they will
not be coming back to do menial work at
the agiaries. That is the greatest reward
for the dedicaed team working for the
welfare of the Parsi agriculturists,
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COMMENT

steadfast
stalwarts

Burjor K. Karanjia

Disregarding the inconvenience
they brought upon themselves, men of conviction fought
for the values they cherished

‘Zoroastrianism makes of life a bautlefield

with the righteous ranged against the
forces of evil. Small wonder then that
even more than the spirit to pioneer, the
urge to reform is inbred in the commu-
nity and has found expression in various
spheres of public life like civic admini-
stration, banking and the world of fi-
nance, education and social reform.
“Is" and “has?" Actually it is all in the
past tense, for the urge to reform seems
no longer to be there and has been re-
placed within the community by pelly,
pointless bickerings and intemecine
feuds. The lessons of the past need (o be
relearnt today, not only by Parsis but by
all communities.

Much has been written about the Parsi
pioneers. Dadabhoy MNaoroji, the Grand
Old Man of India, was undoubtedly the
greatest of them all. Lokamanya Tilak
once commented that Dadabhoy's politi-
cal views were of a professor rather than
the leader of an oppressed people. But
Mahatma Gandhi retumning to Bombay
on board the §. §. Pilsna in December
1931 from the Round Table Conference
put Dadabhoy's achievements in the
proper perspective by saying that in the
circumstances then prevailing Dadab-
hoy's policy was “the right one” and
that were he living in 1931, “he would
follow the.same policy that I have been
pursuing for the last few years.”

There were also other Parsi pioneers
like the Wadias who laid the foundations
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of the shipbuilding industry, the Tatas of
the steel and other industries, Godrejs
who were the first to manufacture soap
out of vegetable oils and steel safety and
other equipment, and early Parsi raders
who by travelling to, far-off China pro-
vided the beginnings of international
trade.

But the zeal to reform with which we
are concerned in this article more closely
touches our daily lives, Take civic ad-
ministration as an example. Bombay,
which Rudyard Kipling described as “no
mean cily” but which another writer
denigrated as “a charmel-house in which
two monsoons were the age of a man,”
was one of the cities in the world to
know a wvariety of municipal govemn-
ments.  But since they were found in
practice to obstruct and counteract one
another, the whole municipal executive
authority was, by the Act of 18635, vested
in a single commissioner under the con-
trol of the first nominated Corporation of
Bombay with a seal, the Bench of Jus-
tices. But the justices as aediles had
proved a signal failure, unable (o exer-
cise any control over the commissioner.
It was argued hotly, particularly by Phe-
rozeshah Mehta, that nominated members
rarely possess the qualities and virtues to
ensure civic success. So by the Act
of 1872, 50 of the Corporation’s 60 mem-
bers were to be elected by the rate-payers.
Since the responsibility of paying the
rates had recently been transferred as a

measure of convenience from the tenants
to landlords, the later became legally
rate-payers and got the vote. The election
principle was still excitingly new. For
better and, alas, also for worse, it trans-
formed and enlivened the working of the
corporation.

Today, when unparliamentary lan-
guage is the rule rather than the excep-
tion in corporation meetings and council-
lors are known even to come to blows, it
is pertinent to recall what Sir Pheroz-
eshah Mehta had o say about this in a
motion of order moved on April 20,
1905: “Freedom of expression and de-
bate is a valuable privilege which I shall
always strictly support. At the same time
there are restraints imposed by well-un-
derstood rules which are founded upon
the good feeling and courtesy of members
for the maintenance of peace and suppres-
sion of disorder. One of these rules is
that no member ought to use expre-
ssions which are offensive or insulting o

* members of the House individually or

collectively or are disrespectful to the
House."”

The Bombay Municipal Corporation
can lake pride in two things above all
others — a fairly streamlined system of
commiltee management, and freedom
from day-to-day interference by the Gov-
emment. How this came about makes for
interesting reading. It has been said of
committees that they have neither a soul
to be damned nor a body to be kicked! A
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persistent paradox of municipal working
was that much was discussed and quitc a
lot decided, but little was actually accom-
plished. The practice for years of refer-
ring individual cases 1o

ber. Masani, who didn't belicve in ming-
ing words, publicly referred 1o this as a
“blunder.” Lloyd was not a person who
could be lightly offended. As expected,

under the circumstances. It was he, Mas-
ani, who was the aggricved party, since he
felt that a word of explanation was due to
him, as a mater of courtesy if nothing

else, as o why Govern-

separate  commillecs  re-
sulted in a lack of coordina-
tion and a multiplicity of
pending cases. The Hon'ble
Mr (later Sir) Phiroze
Sethna gave notice of mo-
tion recommending the ap-
poinument of special com-
mitiees for special subjects.
Accordingly the municipal
secretary  Rustom  Masani
was deputed to study at
firsthand the sysiem of
committee, work in the
London County Council
and other important mu-
nicipalities in England and
certain countries of Europe.
After his study tour Masani
submitted a report in De-
cember 1921 building up a
strong case for efficient
commiltee  management,
The report was adopted and
a bill 10 amend the Munici-
pal. Act accordingly was
passed. The effect was dra-
matic. Of the 45 commit-
tees functioning at the end
of 1921, 18 were not recon-
stituted at all.  Of the re-
maining 27, nine were re-
tained and the remaining 17

Clockwise from top left: Zealous reformers Bomonji Wadia,

Pochbhanavala, Rustom Masani and Sethna
Photo: Pars: Lustre on Inchan Soi, Vel |, 1839

ment had  decided to
make a departure for the
first time from the estab-
lished practice.
“Explanation?” ex-
claimed the governor.
“Has any Govemment
ever given an explana-
ton 1o its officer?
“That is the blunder,”
Masani rejoined quietly.
“I am not your officer. [
am an officer of the Cor-
poration who was in-
vited to accept the office
of commissionership.”
He pointed out that as a
servant of the Corpora-
tion, his loyally was
only to the Corporation,
Al a dinner held on
his retirement from the
commissionership, Mas-
ani enunciated the motlo
that had steadfasily been
his: “My caste, the Cor-
poration; my creed, the
Corporation; my party,
the Corporation.” All,
he claimed modestly,
brushing aside the glow-
ing tributes showered on
him, was “a little credit

were amalgamated into

seven committees so that the total number
became 16! And strangely, not a corpora-
tor shed tears over the passing of so many
of the old committees, although whispers
were heard against the alleged high-
handed manner in which members for the
various special commillees were ap-
pointed.

The independence of the Corporation
was hard-won. [t brought the then mu-
nicipal commissioner (Sir) Rustom Mas-
ani in sharp conflict with the governor of
Bombay, Lord George Lloyd, an imperi-
ous satrap who, in those early days of the
Civil Disobedience Movement, had
against the counsel of trusted advisers
resoried to the drastic steps of deporting
B. G. Horniman and arresting Gandhiji.
Departing from the wraditional practice of
appointing the municipal commissioner 1o
the board of the Fort Trust, Lloyd had on
his own asked the Indian Merchants
Chamber to nominate a non-oflicial mem-
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Masani received a communication from
the privale secretary that His Excellency
wished to see him in Poona,

Lloyd began that meeting by remind-
ing Masani that he had appointed him
municipal commissioner in spite of the
opposition from some of his officers who
were naturally averse to the Indian Civil
Service being deprived of a prize ap-
pointment, because he knew that Masani
was a popular officer and he wished o
encourage him., But what did he find?
During his regime he had received reso-
lutions from the Municipal Corporation
couched in language never before used by
it. Not only that (producing a printed re-
port of Masani's speech regarding the
COmmIsSIoner's non nomination o the
Port Trust), His Excellency added that no
municipal commissioner in the past had
used such language with reference 1o the
Government. Politely but firmly Masani
pointed out that the language was justified

for the most spontane-
ous, most willing and unfailing adherence
to the policy of strict neutrality which 1
had laid down for myself.,” Actuoally, his
claim to the Corporation’s gratitude was a
more positive and far-reaching one. If as
deputy municipal commissioner his major
contribution was reform of the committee
system, as municipal commissioner it was
that, siding with the Corporation against
the Government, he helped 1o restore the
supremacy of that august body. Masani
has often been credited with having been
the first Indian municipal commissioner,
Credit should really be his that he was the
first municipal commissioner o correctly
define and demonstrate the commis-
sioner's constitutional position vis-a-vis
the Corporation on the one hand and Gov-
emment on the other.

It was another Parsi, Sorabji Pochkha-
navala, who conceived the daring idea of
a banking insutution wholly Indian in
outlook and approach and having the de-



velopment of indigenous enterprise as its
main objective.

The latter half of the nineteenth cen-
tury saw (wo banks spring up that were o
ilumine the financial horizon. One was
the Bank of India resting securcly on
honest and efficient management and
with a resourceful and powerful director-
ate at its helm. Among the first to join
the service of the bank was the young
Sorabji Pochkhanavala on a salary of Rs
20 a month. Frustration was his lot
which, however, led him 1o found the
Central Bank of India with the cotlon
merchant, Kalianji Jetsy as his main sup-
porter and with the redoubtable Sir Phe-
rozeshah Mehta as its chairman.

The Central Bank of India was ac-
cordingly born on December 21, 1911,
with its registered office in Bombay.
The first issue of 40,000 shares of the 10-
tal face value of Rs 20 lakhs was taken
up in less than three months, half the
amount being paid-up. Deposits from
the public mounted steadily, the net
profit at the year's end was Rs 62,000
and a maiden dividend of six percent was
declared. The foundation was so se-
curely laid that the Bank was able to sur-
vive the financial crisis of 1913, which

felled as many as 64 banks, as well as
World War [ which dislocated trade and
industry throughout the world. 1ts author-
ized and paid-up capital were progres-
sively increased and branches were
opened in Calcuua, Karachi, Lahore and
other important centers.  In 1923, the
Central Bank took over the management
of the Union Bank of India and amalga-
mated with the Tata Indusirial Bank so
that its paid-up capital grew to Rs
16,800,000 as against Rs 10,000,000 of
the Bank of India. As the then finance
minister of the viceroy's executive coun-
cil declared: “Among the services which
the Central Bank has rendered to India,
possibly not the least pregnant with re-
sults for the future, has been ils absomp-
tion of the Tata Industrial Bank.”

It was in the sphere of education that
the zeal to reform of two vice-chancellors
of Bombay University, Sir Rustom Mas-
ani and later Sir Bomonji Wadia, was
most strikingly evident and with the most
far-reaching consequences. The Sargeant
Report of 1944 had pointed out the glar-
ing shortcomings in Indian university
education such as undue emphasis on ex-
aminations and on book learning as con-
trasted with original thinking, lack of con-

lacts between teachers and the taught, the
craze for amassing degrees and the short-
age of universitics. Along with his prede-
cessor Dr John McKenzie, Masani was
responsible for making long-neglected
Indian languages — Marathi, Gujarati,
Urdu and Kannada — the subjects of hon-
ors courses. A journal was launched with
a view Lo promoting research by teachers
and students and encouraging the publica-
tion of original articles, abstracts of theses
and reviews of books. By encouraging
the Deccan College to conduct the first
Gujarat Prehistoric Expedition in 1941, a
tradition of archaeological research by
universitics was established. In the con-
text of World War II then raging, a
scheme to provide military training (o
undergraduates was initiated. The Bom-
bay Presidency Adult Education Assecia-
tion was encouraged to widen and inten-
sify ils activities.

Education in those days had its roots in
religion and there was sufficient evi-
dence, according to Masani, to hail Zara-
thushtra as the first apostle of adult educa-
tion. As the fountainhead of all knowl-
edge, he could be identified with the
teachings of his disciples which speak
specifically of the duty of giving adolt
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education. He who has little knowledge,
but shares i, offers a love-service more
acceptable to Ahura Mazda than one who
knows a lot but keeps his knowledge to
himself. This love-service Masani exem-
plified in himself and enjoined upon
teachers and students alike.

In the municipality Masani had come
across cases of nepotism. To encounter
them in an academic institution was more
of a shock. One way to curb the evil was
by personal example. Coming across his
son Minoo's name in the list of examiners
for the LL.B. examination, he immedi-
ately struck it off. The Dean of Law who
had recommended Minoo protested that
he had got it on his own merit, but Masani
was adamant that as long as he was vice-
chancellor his son could not be on the ex-
aminers list. At dinner that evening Mas-
ani casvally mentioned what had hap-
pened at the University meeting. “There
is far too much of this sort of thing in the
country and I won't add to it,” he told his
son. Minoo who was at the time a strug-
gling young barrister with few briefs re-
plied: “Do you realize, papa, you've de-
prived me of the chance to earn Rs
2,0007" Masani said nothing, but after

dinner went to his study and emerged five
minutes later to hand the astonished son a
cheque for Rs 2,000. “Here's the income
you lost,” he said. Minoo did nol cash the
cheque — it was oo precious a memento
of integrity in public life.

The zeal 1o reform in various spheres
of public life appears 1o be vanishing
now; within the community itself it is
nowhere in evidence. In an age of equal-
ity between the sexes, it does seem anach-
ronistic that while the children of Parsi
fathers who marry cutside the community
are accepted within the fold, the children
of Parsi mothers are denied the privilege.
Housing poses a burning problem. We
have these so-called charity blocks dotied
all over the city, with Mercedes cars
parked in their compounds. We have
composed a special proverb, charity be-
gins with the rich. I know of a top execu-
tive of an industrial empire, drawing over
Rs 15,000 a month, who occupied a char-
ity flavto the end of his days. At the same
time scores of couples are unable 1o marry
for lack of a roof over their heads. And
we talk of our dwindling numbers... We
need a Pherozeshah Mehta or a Rustom
Masani 0 solve these problems, not

puppeteers with their silken strings.

Forget the living, even the disposal of
our dead rouses unseemly controversy.
Consigning our dead to the vultures might
have been based on highly hygienic prin-
ciples, but when there aren't enough vul-
tures to divide the spoils, surely the prob-
lem needs to be discussed dispassion-
ately? Or shall we start vulture-breeding
farms? If only half the zeal being dis-
played in fruitless controversies were to
be devoled w finding cool and sensible
solutions! There mayn’t be much of pio-
neering left for us, but there’s still a hell
of a lot open for reform.

Among his writings, the
author Burjor K. Karanjia
rates Portrait of a Citi-
zen, a biography of his
mentor Sir Rustom Mas-
ami, as his best work. He
did also have an occa-
sion to work with Masani
as literary assistant at
the National War Front.
Former editor of Screen 2
and Filmfare magazines, Karanfia was chair-
man of the National Film Development Corpo-
ration. For several years he was the public re-
lations manager of Godraj and Boyce.
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COVER STORY

RELIGION

James W. Boyd and
Ron G. Williams

Every sophisticated culture produces ar-
tistic masterpieces, however widely these
may differ in meaning, media or struc-
ture. Perhaps it has not been sufficiently
recognized that the Zoroastrian tradition,
over many centuries, has developed and
maintained aesthetic masterpieces in the
form of its ritual practices.

In speaking of rituals as artworks, the
intent is not to confuse religion with art,
but rather to celebrate the fact that when
ritwals are viewed acsthetically they dis-
play features normally attributed to mas-
terworks. Thus, they constitute an artistic
as well as a religious tradition.

Manifestly, Zoroastrian rituals contain
clements of drama, the visual arts, litera-
ture and vocal performance. Over time
the rituals have been honed until there
is nothing aesthetically superfluous in
them. The wadition also requires that
they be performed with precision and at-
tention by those specially chosen and
highly trained for the task. In these re-
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An exchange
of flowers

Centuries of performance have honed
Zoroastrian rituals into aesthetic masterpieces

spects, rituals are like performances of
classical symphonies. Persons who have
repeatedly participated in the perform-
ances of these rilual masterpieces know
of their religious and aesthetic impact.
Traditionally, the Zoroastrian com-
munity is informed by a variety of differ-
ent kinds of ceremony, ranging from the
inner fire-temple purification liturgy, the
Yasna, to those rituals which can be held
outside the temple, such as the Afrinagan,
a ceremony of blessings. For centuries,

major community events have been com--

memorated by holding public acts of wor-
ship, called jashans, in which an Af-
rinagan ceremony is performed. Among
the historically memorable jashans in the
Bombay arca arc the 1897 celebration of
the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria,
and the celebration in 1980 of the 1515t
anniversary of the installation of the
sacred fire at the H. B. Wadia Atash Bah-
ram.
The Afrinagan ccremony serves well

to illustrate the aesthetic qualities of
Zoroastrian ritual. The ceremony offers
an abundance of flowers, fruits, drinks,
manthric recitations and scripted ritual
gestures to the spirit creations of the
Lord of Wisdom and invites their bless-
ings. As such, the ceremony seeks W
enhance the connection between this
physical world and the unseen realm of
reality and to extend purity and blessings
to the whole creation,

The central dramatic feature of the rit-
ual is a thrice repeated exchange of flow-
ers between two priests, accompanied by
prescribed prayers and recitations from
the sacred Avesta. The flowers are part
of a rich sensory setting: a patterned rug,
silver trays laden with fruits and pre-
pared foods, vessels of milk and wine, a
living fire, and fragrant sandalwood and
frankincense. Against this rather elabo-
rale background the gestures of the
flower exchange stand out, for they are
highly articulated and simple. They pos-
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sess a rhythm interspersed with pauses
which create elegant, posed images.
When enacted attentively, these gestures
exhibit aesthetic rightness.

The flower exchange is not only an
ideally beautiful gesture, it is also an
enigmatic visual/poetic image, which, if
contemplated, scems to overflow with
an excess of meaning. In addition to
possible theological meanings (the move-
ment of the flowers is like the soul’s
journey between this world and the
next), there are the universal meanings as-
sociated with flowers: abundance, re-
newal, brevity and seasonal rhythms, all
of which may evoke in the attentive
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person important questions about life.

Furthermore, as a simple gestural act,
this exchange of flowers conveys not
just one set of meanings but is open to
an unlimited range of interpretations
by those who witness it. It can act as a
visual metaphor, for example, suggest-
ing that all human relationships should
be as graceful as this exchange of flow-
ers: a simple and honest giving and re-
ceiving between two exemplary human
beings.

The flower exchange, in other words,
is like a “horizon.” A horizon, on the one
hand, can serve as a reference point
which gives us our bearings and helps
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us locate ourselves. On the other hand, it
is also something that continually reced-
es from us as it is approached; it never
can be reached. Likewise, this beautifully
compelling and disciplined ritual ex-
change of flowers may serve as a refer-
ence point for orienting our lives, and
at the same time remind us that no one
interpretation exhausts its possibilities.
As a ritual gesture it suggests a limitless
horizon of potential meanings, continu-
ally luring us on to discover levels of
significance.

The aesthetic dimension of ritual is
essential 10 its power and efficacy.
Although ritual is more than art, it is
important to understand that the artistry
of a riwal is not merely a decorative
addition to a religious act. The artistic
dimensions of a refined ritual provide
the symbols and forms (flowers and
rhythmic gestures) which allow the
ceremony to convey multiple meanings.
The very nature of artistic expression is
the subtle, complex and multi-leveled
mode of communication. The arts, in
other words, provide a kind of language
which enables a people to articulate the
rich diversity of their culure and their
encounters with the sacred. The multi-
valent dimensions of the Zoroastrian
tradition, including its ethical, aesthetic,
historical and religious teachings and
practices, arc mirrored and suggested in
its established ritual celebrations — in the
simple gesture of exchanging flowers,

It follows that ritual masterpieces are
artistic masterpieces, and that the rituals
which have played such a central role in
Zoroastrian life for centuries are aesthetic
achievements of the highest order.

Scholars involved in the field of niual studias,
Frofessors Jamas Boyd (left) and Ron Wiliams
belong to the Univarsily of Colorado's de-
partmant of philosophy. They have collabo-
rated on a book titled Ritual Art and Knowl-
edge, Aesthetic Theory and Zoroastrian Ritual
awalting publication. Boyd's forte has been the
history of philosophy and comparative raligion.
Williams entered the study of phifosophy via
physics, with special interast in agsthelics.
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her husband Phiroxe and the children —
migratcd o Canada.  Her elder son Fara-
had has now completed his master’s in
microbiology, Ervad Zubin, the younger,
is a mechanical engineer who wanis 10 be
a pilot, daughter Natasha intends o opt
for physiotherapy.

Dastoor’s Zoreastrian faith and back-
ground in psvchiatry have shaped her phi-
losophy of living: “What you are today is
only by chance. Anytime, anything can
happen o you. Live life as it comes. We
don't know what is there is the future...”

L

Launching ZAAC

Shahpur Bhathena is the founding chair-
man of the Zoroasirian Association of Al-
lanic  Canada (ZAAC), informs
Cavashni, the newsletter of the Zoroas-
trian Association of Quebec (ZAQ), in iis
issu¢ of June 1991, The Nova Scolia
Zoroastrions who have grouped them-
sclves into an association as of March 31,
1991 elected Ms Roda Godrej and Ms
Shirin Jagosh as treasurcr and sccretary
respectively,  The Association’s current
address is P. O. Box 8382 Suaton ‘A’
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3K 5M1.

Shall we unite in 1992?
Growing religious awareness in North
America has led w increasing demands
for the unification of the three Zoroastrian
calendars. For the first time in genera-
tions, Jamshedi Navroze 1992 will coin-
cide with Hormazd roj in the Kadmi and
Shehenshahi  calendars  also,  although
their respective months will be Adar and
Avan. Of course, the Fasli day is always
Hormazd roj and Fravardin mah on
March 21. This concurrence of the calen-
dars will continue until the next leap year,
i.c. 1996, when the Kadmi and Shehen-
shahi calendars will drift by another day.
An increasing number of people,
especially in North America, have urged
that the opportnity — which cannot
recur for another 120 years — be seized

* 10 unite all Zoroastrians and revive their

common lranian heritage. Notes Shah-
rokh Vafadari of the UK in an article,
“One has 1o live on the Iranian plateau
o appreciate the natural significance of
{Jamshedi Navroze). After the harsh
cold winter, overnight blossoms appear,
bare trees start to be clad in green leav-
¢s, the melting snows swell the streams,
birds and animals lcave behind ther
winter hibernation and everything with
a grace of life manifests a physical
resurrection, (March 21) is regarded as
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nature's day of transformation.”

Gavashni, the newsletler of the ZAQ,
discussed the issuc exiensively in its
March 1991 issue. According to Dr Jehan
Bagli, editor and author of the article
tiled “Zoroastrian calendar — some
questions answered,” the Fasli calendar is
the only one that maintains the computa-
tions by starting with the vernal equinox.
Thereby, the main Zoroastrian religious
days, like the ghambars, have a fixed cor-
relation with the Gregorian calendar in
universal use. The Fasli calendar also
ensures that Zoroastrian festivals concur
with the season that they are connected
with. This is especially relevant o the
observance of the Rapithvan gah which is
prayed during the hours immediately fol-
lowing noon or “the hottest part of the
day,” as notes J. J. Modi in The Religious
Ceremonies and Customs of the Parsees.
The Rapithwan gah is not prayed from the
month of Avan until the onset of Frav-
ardin. The praying of the Rapithvan gah
beging again after the jashan on roj
Ardibehest, mah Fravardin because with
the “vernal equinox, the winter being
over, spring scts in and the sun begins to
be hotter,” says Modi. To pray it during
autumn and winter as required by the
Shehenshahi and Kadmi calendars which
arc out of step with the seasons, when
daylight hours are diminishing, becomes
a lravesly, argues Bagli.

Morecover, the Fasli calendar, like the
Gregorian, intercalates an additional day
(Avardad sal) cach leap year unlike the
Kadmi and Shehenshahi systems where
the intercalation of a month every 120
years lends to be forgotten by generations
which may be surrounded by other prob-
lems and different systems as has hap-
pened in India, Bagli further adds.

“The saga of the three calendars pres-
ently ubsmcd was started by Zoroastri-
ans in India,” writes Bagli. “Somewhere
between 1125-1131 AD the community in
India corrected their religious calendar by
adding an extra month. This was done to

get the receding roj Hormazd of mah .

Fravardin to coincide with the day of the
vernal equinox (March 21). Historical
evidence clearly points out that then the
major Zoroastrian community of Iran was
complelely unaware of this intercalation.
The result was that the calendar of the
Indian community fell behind that of the
Iramans by one month.

“History records that this difference of
onc month revealed itsell some six centu-
rics later when Mobed Jamaspa Vilayati
visited Surat from Kerman in 1720. After

the return of the Mobed 10 Iran, some
Parsi Zoroastrians arbitrarily decided to
follow the computation followed by the
Iranians. They called themselves Kad-
mis, and the others called themselves the
Shehenshahis. Thus, the two calendars
came into existence. It is for this reason
that the Kadmi calendar is one month
ahead of the Shehenshahi. Later, in 1906,
the Zartoshti Fasli Sal Mandal initiated
by Khurshedji Cama brought the Fasli
calendar into existence...

“Zoroastrians of North America who
value their heritage; who wish to follow
the devotional days of ghambar as out-
lined in the religion; who wish to ration-
ally understand and explain the calendar
problem to their children; who value the
goal of perpetuation of the Zarthosht
faith on this continent, have an obligation
to fulfill. They must realize that the Fasli
calendar is the only one-that ¢can put order
into this confusion and bring back all the
traditional rituals to their rightful place.
That will be the resumption of the tradi-
tion on this ‘New Zoroastrian Home-
land,” notes Bagli.

Facets of a professor

“We salute you in all your personae:
as Dr Adenwalla, feared for your pro-
vocative erudition, as political comment-
ator on American life in Commerce
{Bombay’s cquwalent to The Wall Street
Journal), as an
aristocratic
Parsi known
for your gentle-
manly care and
concern, and as
an adviser and
friend with rep-
utation for both
gracious advice
g and firm, pates-
nal gmdance This tongue-in-cheek cita-
tion accompanied $ 1,000 which consti-
tutes the Excellent Teaching Award at
Lawrence Universily m Appleton, Wis-
consin. The prize was voted by senior
faculty members who were past recipients
and came as a lotal surprise to Dr Minoo
Adenwalla, the University's professor of
government, as he notes in a letter o Par-
siana. In 1989, Adenwalla had been
awarded the Mary Mortimer Caair in Lib-
eral Studies.

Adenwalla notes that there arc cur-
rently three Parsi students at Lawrence,
which he considers “one of the top under-
graduate liberal arts universities in the
country.” He is anxious to see many
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more Parsi and Indian students there.

Young achievers

Ervad Zubin Panthaki, Ms Natasha Das-
toor and Bergez Mistry have been admit-
ted to the MceGill University's Faculty of
medicing this year, informs ZAQ presi-
dent Capt Khushroo Mirza. The school is
considered to be one of the best in North
America, he writes.

“The son of Dr Nergish and Jal Pan-
thaki who graduated earlier this year with
honors in electrical engineering from
McGill, Zubin had been awarded the
1988 North American Zoroastrian Siu-
dent Excellence Award.

Dolly and Dr Phiroze Dastoor's
daughter Natasha had studied in the tal-
enied and gified students program at Cen-
tennial Regional School. She had at-
tended and stood first in the junior college
chemistry program while she was still in
school, notes Mirza.

The son of Amy and Capt Faredoon
Mistry, Bergez had completed his school-
ing in Bombay and, earlier, had been
awarded the faculty scholarship in chem-

istry at McGill University for standing
first.

In its March 1991 issue Gavashni, had
featwred Meville Billimoria, another out-
standing student achiever who had been
honored at the Houston Congress. An all-
rounder with sports and musical skills
plus a commitment to community work,
Billimoria is proud 1o be a Zoroastrian,
notes the write-up by associate editor Ms
Dolly Dastoor. What he most values
about Zoroastrianism is that it gives man
the free will to choose the path of right-
cousness or evil, truth or wisdom, the two
main virlues of Zoroastrian ethics,” and
asks “Did you ever wonder why Zoroas-
trian youth are so smart in school? It is
the effect of religion on our family and
ourselves that pushes us Lo learn.”

“This year it will give me great pleasure
1o present Aimee with an Quistanding
Student Award as well as our highest
honor, the Monsignor Arthur F. Bukow-
ski Leadership Award,” noted R. Paul
Nelson, president of Aquinas College

in Michigan, USA
in a leter to
her father Jimmy
Mecher-Homji.
The  22-year-old
extrovert who
graduated in politi-
cal scicnce, com-

puters and econo-
mics had got a scholarship from Aquinas,

informs her mother Ratusha.

A squash, gymnastics and drama cap-
tain during her school carcer at the Cathe-
dral and John Connon in Bombay, Aimee
is very good at jazz ballet which she stud-
icd with veteran dancer Shiamak Davar,
adds Ratusha.

Erratum

The write-up on Murzban Morris (A true
citizen,” Zoroastrians Abroad, Parsiana,
July 1991) referred to the movie An Offi-
cer and a Gentleman as starring Tom
Cruise, The movie had starred Richard
Gere. The error is regretted,

Compiled by Amavaz 5. Mama

MATRIMONIAL

Correspondence invited
from Parsi boys up to
31 years of age with
good character and good
family background for
25-year-old girl, B.Com,
medium-built, attractive
and fair-complexioned,
living in Karnataka.
Only Mangals need apply.
Please write giving full
details with photograph
(returnable) to:

The Advertiser
Matrimonial (August/23-91)
Parsiana
GPO Box 892
Bombay 400001

MATRIMONIAL

Correspondence invited
from parents of a very
well-settled qualified
Parsi boy, having own
accommodation, up to

34 years, fora
highly qualified Parsi girl,
29 years, five feet tall,
fair, good-looking,
earning good salary.

Please apply with details

and photograph
(returnable) to:

The Advertiser
Matrimonial (August/24-91)
Parsiana
GPO Box 892
Bombay 400001

MATRIMONIAL

Correspondence invited
from well-educated,
well-settled, good-natured,
good-looking Parsi boys
under 32 years of age, for a
27-year-old, well-educated,
attractive, slim, 5’4" tall
Parsi girl from a good
family and with a good job
in a foreign airline.
Please apply with photo-
graph (returnable) to:

The Advertiser
Matrimonial (August/25-91)
Parsiana, GPO Box 5892
Bombay 400001
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PERCEPTIONS

The number one

problem...

217 delegates at the Fifth World Zoroastrian
Congress responded to a questionnaire on
community problems and issues

The declining population was

as the number one problem facing the
Zoroastrian community, according o the
findings of a survey conducted by Par-

siana of participants at the
Fifth World Zoroastrian -Con-
gress held in Bombay in Janu-
ary 1990. While 41 percent
marked declining population as
the primary problem, 10 per-
cent viewed Intercommunity
marriages, ning percent, hous-
ing, one percent, care of the
elderly and zero percent, con-
version as the most important
problem.

Of the 750 questionnaires
distributed over two days, 217
were returned; the responsc
rate working out to 29 percent,
While studying the results of
the survey, readers must keep
in mind that the respondenis
did not represent a cross-sec-
tion of the community but
those who are sufficiently
interested in community affairs
1o attend the Congress and also
sulficiently motivated to ans-
wer the questionnaire,

The personal data, gleaned
from the respondents indicated
that nearly 50 percent were in

the over 45 age-group, 54 percent were
males, 62 percent were married, 78 per-
cent were graduates or posigraduates, and
31 percent were in the Rs 50,000 plus in-

come bracket.

The subjects covered by the question-
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naire concerned demography, religion,
calendar, life after death and other gen-
eral issues. The other salient findings
showed that 96 percent wore the sudreh-

perceived

l I

: MY GRAMDFATHERS FAMILY CONSISTED OF
FIVE BOYS % SEVEM GIRLS...

MY FATHER HAD THREE QIRLS AND
FOUR BOYS, AND AS FOR ME.,.

I'M “E%‘I HAPPY WITH MY ONE LITTLE
alrL.

kusti and almost 90 percent assured that
they would continue wearing the sudreh-
kusti as also offering sandalwood despite
the increase in prices. Seventy-three per-
cent were in favor of the traditional mode
of disposal of the dead, dokhmenashini.

Forty-five percent expressed their belief
in reincarnation. On the subject of con-
version, 47 percent felt that the commu-
nity should not accept converts to Zoroas-

trianism,

Another trend observed was
on the issuc of reservation of
scals with 66 percent opining
that seats should be reserved
for Parsis in educational insti-
Lutions.

Parsiana publishes the find-
ings of the survey. Percentage
figures have been rounded off
to the nearest whole number,
Where the responses do not to-
tal 100, it means that the re-
maining people have not re-
plied to that question. 'Where
respondents have ticked more
than one altemative, the per-
centage figures add up to more
than 100.

Demography

Question 1 What do you see as
the number one problem facing
the community?

Declining population: 41%
Housing: 9%

Care of the elderly: 1%
Shornage of priests: 6%
Conversion: 0%

Intercommunity marriages: 10%
Any other: 6%

Ouestion 2 (a): Do you believe that the
population of the community is:
Increasing: 0%



Dwindling: 91%
Steady: 7%

{b): If dwindling, do you believe that the
population of the community can be in-
creased?

Yes: 86%

No: 6%

If yes, is it by:

More housing: 45%

Monetary incentives: 28%

Conversion: 16%

Adoption: 16%

Any other: 36%

If no, will the community become ex-
tinct?
Yes: 20%
Mo: 22%

Question 3: Are you in favor of adoption
Yes: 76%

No: 22%

If yes, would you adopt

{a): Only a Zoroastrian child: 58%
(b): A non-Zoroastrian child: 24%
If you answered yes to (b) then is it be-
cause:

(i): A Zoroastrian child is not available:
139

{it): A non-Zoroastrian child because he
needs a home: 12%

Question 4: How do you rate the facilities
for looking after the elderly in your com-
munity?

Adcquate: 18%

Inadequate: 549

Totally inadequate: 23%

Question 5: Do you feel that there should
be reservation of scats/quotas earmarked
for the community:

{a): In educational institutions
Yes: 66%

No: 31%

(&): In government/public jobs
Yes: 47%

MNo; 45%

Religion

Question 6 Can Zoroastrianism survive if
there are no ethnic Parsis .or Iranian
Zoroastrians?

Yes: 309

MNo: 63%

Question 7: Should we accept converts o
Zoroastrianism?

Yes: 39%

No: 59%

If you feel they should be accepted,

-, should they be permiued:
=" {a): To enter fire-lemples

Yes: 36%
No: 21%

. (b):To be interred in Zoroastrian
“} dokhmas/cemeteries

Yes: 37%
MNo: 20%
A (c): To avail of trust benefits
Yes: 30%
‘A No: 26%

Question 8 (a): Should a non-Zoroastrian
spouse, if desirous, be converted 10
Zoroastrianism?

Yes: 48%

MNo: 47%

{b): Should a non-Zoroasirian spouse, al-

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

ASPI IRANI

ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

Irani Building, 1st floor
80, Janmabhoomi Lane, Fort Bombay 400001
Tel Nos: 2040094, 2040267 Tel No (Res): 4950087




Strong ;1ealthy teeth and clean fresh breath

That's the beauty of Prnmlse ThP Tnnthpastf* with Clove Oil.

Promise toothpaste contains clove oil which
removes the bacteria that cause bad breath and
destroy your teeth. Promise toothpaste keeps
your teeth strong and your breath fresh.

Promise-
c r’a“n’."'““ the unique toothpaste
| Sy u a
GALSARA with clove oil.

APM/ATS-B9-4

CHAITRA B BLS 951




though not converted, be permitted (o at-
tend:

(i): Religious ceremonies

Yes: 45%

Mo: 51%

(ii): Socio-religious functions

Yes: 80%

No: 16%

Ouestion 9; Should non-Zoroastrian Ira-
nians, if desirous, be accepied into the
religious fold under “reclamation™ of per-
sons of Zoroastrian origin?

Yes: 50%

No: 41%

Question 10: Should children of inter-
community marriages be admitted into
the religious fold?

Yes: 73%

No: 21%

{i): Children of Zoroastrian fathers

Yes: 66%

MNo: 28%

{ii): Children of Zoroastrian mothers
Yes: 66%

No: 28%

Question 11: Do you wear the sudrch-
kusti?
Yes: 96%

MNo: 4%

If yes, how often do you tie the kusti in a
day?

Once: 29%

Twice: 33%

Three limes or more often: 32%

Question 12: Will you continue 1o buy the
kust if the price of kusti keeps increas-
ing?

Yes: 97%

No: 1%

Question 13: Will you continue to buy
sandalwood if the price of sandalwood
keeps increasing?

Yes: 89%

No: 8%

Question 14: Would you substitute san-
dalwood by another kind of wood if it
were cheaper?

Yes: 206

No: 64%

Question 15: 1s there an agiary (atash-
kadeh) in your neighborhood?

Yes: 88%

No: 10%

Question 16 (a): Do you have a family
priest?

Yes: 68%

No: 29%

{b): Is there a full-time mobed in your
arca?

Yes: 83%

No: 13%

Question 17: Do the women in your fam-
ily ‘sit separately’ during menstruation?
Yes: 12%

No: 86%

Question 18: Do you know the meaning
of the prayers:

fa): Ashem Vohu

Yes: T71%

No: 20%

(&) Yatha Ahu Vairyo

Yes: 75%

No: 23%

Question 19: In which century was
Zoroaster born?

6000 BC: 15%

2000 BC: 24%

1500 BC: 18%

750 BC: 12%

Any other: 6%

Question 20 (a): Do you attend religious
classes on Zoroastrianism?
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Yes: 31%

MNo: 63%

{b): Do your children attend?
Yes: 16%

MNo: 44%

Question 21 (a): How often do you fre-
quent an agiary (atash-kadch)?

Daily; 13%

Weekly: 22%

Monthly: 30%

Any other: 33%

{b): Aside from Zoroastrian places of
worship do you go to any other:
Churches: 10%

Mosques: 4%

Temples: 10%

Shrines: 5%

Dargahs: 6%

Any other: 2%

Question 22: Do you have faith in any
other individual(s) besides Zoroaster?
Kookadaru: 37%

Behramshah Shroff: 11%

Sai Baba: 18%

Satya Sai Baba: 2%

“Jesus Christ: 11%

Buddha: 5%

Bahaullah: 2%

Pir: 2%

Emamzadeh: 2%

Any other: 6%

Calendar

Question 23: Which Zoroastrian calendar
do you follow?

Fasli: 10%

Kadmi: 6%

Shehenshahi: 81%

Question 24: Do you know by memory
the names of the 30 rojs and 12 mahs?
Yes: 0%

No: 27%

Question 25: Do you observe major rojs?
Yes: 51%

No: 43%

If yes, which ones:
Hormazd: 38%
Bahman: 18%
Ardibehest: 21%
Adar: 22%

Ava: 16%
Behram: 41%
Farvardin: 17%
Sarosh: 19%
Mcher: 209

Any other: 6%

Question 26 (a): Do you eat meat during
Bahman mah?

Yes: T1%

MNo: 27%

{b): On Bahman roj

Yes: 40%

No: 43%

After death

Question 27: What mode do you prefer
for disposal of the dead?

Dokhmenashini: 73%

Burial: 5%

Cremation: 12%

Question 28: Do you favor non-Zoroas-
trians viewing the face of the dead after
the geh sama?

Yes: 47%

No: 45%
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Question 29: Do you observe the four-day
death ceremonies?

Yes: 93%

Mo: 5%

Question 30 (a): Do you have muktad
prayers said for your family?

Yes: 88%

No: 10%

{b): Do you say the muktad prayers your-
self?

Yes: 26%

No: 69%

Question 31 (a): Do you believe in rein-
carnation?

Yes: 45%

No: 45%

(b): Do you believe in heaven/hell?

Yes: 63%

Mo: 26%

General

Question 32; Do you read the community
press?

Yes: 83%

Mo: 12%

If yes, which publications:
Newsletters: 48%

The Bombay Samachar: 34%
Jam-e-Jamshed: 57%
Parsiana: 71%

Fravahr: 3%

Any other: 13%

Question 33: What is the language spo-
ken at home?

Farsi: 5%

Gujarati: 91%

English: 66%

Any other: 4%

Question 34 Is Parsi/Iranian food cooked
in your home?

Yes: 97%

No: 1%

If yes, how often:

Daily: 48%

Weekly: 14%%

On special occasions: 15%

Question 35: Should a World Congress

be held every four years?
Yes: 90%
No: 6%

Question 36: Where would you like the
next World Congress to be held?
Tehran: 23%

Bombay: 52%

London: 8%

USA: 9%

Any other: 3%
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PROFESSIONS

In recognition of his contribution to building up
the Border Security Force and towards
the maintenance of law and order in the country,
Khusro Rustamji was awarded
the Padma Vibhushan this year

Combing out dacoits from the ravines of
the Chambal, piercing deep into enemy
lerritory on reconnaissance missions dur-
ing the Bangladesh liberation war, pro-
tecting a Prime Minister, Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru to be specific -- adventure
has been an integral part of Khusro F.
Rustamji's police career. There is a
lemptation to remanticize his exploits, but
Rustamji, looking much younger than his
75 years which he carries with proper
grey-haired dignity, sees them in terms as
crisp as the uniform he once wore: “My
ficld has been maintenance of law and
order, and police work.,” The nation rec-
ognized his commitment w his task
when, in 1971, after the Bangladesh war,
it conferred on him the Padma Bhushan
and then 20 years later, in 1991, honored
him with the Padma Vibhushan, the sec-
ond highest civilian award in India,

“It (the Padma Vibhushan) reflects
excellence in any field,” says Rustamiji
who however pegs his personal concept
of excellence even higher: “The thought
that came to me was how totally unde-
served it was... 1 should have done more,
I could have done more.,” It is an obser-
vation that- does not spring from false
modesty but a compulsion to give of his
best which has been the hallmark of Rus-
lamji’s career.

“My men did a great job... We had a
winning team... There was nothing that
my men could not do...” When talking o
Rustamji we constantly find him ready o
share his achievements with his col-
leagues and subordinates, ready to give
credit where it is due. It probably ex-
plains his ability to get together a team of
men and galvanize them into giving their
best. The creation of the Border Security
Force (BSF) and molding it 1o become a
vital insfitution in the country particu-
larly highlights this ability of his. Pro-
moted by General J. N. Choudhury, then
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Gustasp Irani

‘“We
had a
winning
team”’

- the acuon.

chief of army staff and L. P. Singh, then
home secretary, the task of tuming the
BSF concept into a reality fell upon Rus-
tamji who was its first director gencral.
From scraich he put together the para-
military force that was soon (o play a sig-
nificant role both during war and peace.

“We took what was the best from
everywhere: from the armed forces, from
the universitics. We even took scientists,
administrators and accountants. It was a
very interesting and exciting period and I
got together a first-class group from all
sides,” Rustamji recalls, adding: “When
you get a group of young men with the
right experience and right motivation they
can work wonders.” Within a few months
the BSF was repairing ils own weapons;
they were the first force in India o make
rockets and also use them in war,

The achievements of the BSF are as
impressive as they are long. But most
significant, probably, was the role it
played in the Bangladesh liberation war,
particularly during the early stages when
the BSF group infiltrated into East Paki-
stan, now Bangladesh, to prop up the re-
sistance forces. I must say that great
acts of valor were performed by the BSF
boys and as a consequence the task of the
Indian army was made easier in defeat-
ing the Pakistani army,” is Rustamji's
view.,

Rustamji himself was in the thick of
“I remember going deep into
Bangladesh and establishing rapport with
the people. I remember sitting on the
floor with a hurricane lantern plotting
strategy and helping the Mukt Bahini (as
the resistance force was known).”

Later the BSF was also called upon to
deal with the enemy within the country.

President of India R. Venkatraman
decorating Rustamyji with the Padma
Vibhushan



When Maxalites killed 78 policemen on
the streets of Calcutta, the BSF was
pressed into service to train the Indian po-
lice force on how to deal with urban guer-
illa groups. With the subsequent emer-
gence of secessionist forces in Punjab,
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and Assam,
and terorism in different
parts of the country, the BSF
has even a greater role to
play in maintaining law and
order.

It was in a way Rustamji’s
legacy to the nation and he
looks back at it with justifi-
able pride. Yet his selection
as the first director general of
the BSF was most unex-
pected. I was dazed,” he
remembers.  “1 was lifted
from a comparatively junior
position and asked to head
this organization. From in-
spector general of police
(IGP) of Madhya Pradesh
(MP) with some (experience
in} dealing with dacoits in
MP and insurgency in
Nagaland, 1 was catapulted
into organizing this force.”

Insurgency in Magaland?
“The Nagas were experts in
ambush — they would wipe
out entire army patrols. I too
had one or two narrow es-
capes,” says Rustamji. Since
the MP police had some suc-
cess in dealing with dacoits
they were sent to train the
army in Nagaland on how to deal with the
insurgents and later convince them to re-
solve their problems across the negotia-
ting table. It was here that another Parsi,
Yezdi Gandavia, foreign secretary at the
time, played a significant role. One prob-
lem that cropped up was the rehabilitation
of the Naga militants and in this matter
Rustamji, now head of the BSF, had the
solution. “I readily took them into the
BSF and General Zuheto, chief of the
Naga forces, became my lifelong friend.
Just last week he sent a shawl woven by
his wife for Naju (Rustamji’s wife).”

While dealing with dacoits, however,
the problem was a litle different. Rus-
tamji had taken a stand opposing the ef-
forts by Acharya Vinoba Bhave and oth-
ers to reform the murderous thugs who
infested the ravines of the Chambal. This
was at a time when Rustamji and his po-
lice force had the dacoits on the run.
“We had wiped out 14 of the worst
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gangs... Such was the morale of our Force
that five constables made a gang of B0
dacoits run.” Then along came the holy
men seeking to reform the bandits. They
asked for and managed to get a pardon on
a Supreme Court death sentence on one
dacoit, now a prominent politician, who

]
| j X igc-u.g

Rustamji with Naju (left) and Kerman

had killed 150 men, including four wit-
nesses during his trial. “They (the holy
men) were making a crime problem into a
religious one. As other dacoits started 1o
surrender, aarti was performed on them
and they were made into religious heros.”

Rustamji was not one to stand by and
be a passive witness to the farce or 0
cower before the Acharya. He called a
press conference and, in his words,
“dropped a bomb. [ told them that Vi-
noba Bhave's actions were contrary to the
law of the land; that he was deifying
dacoily and obstructing operations.” It
was a bold step, for Rustamji had placed
his career on the line and the only person
he consulted before taking the plunge was
his wife. “What happened was rather
amazing. Almost the entire Press sup-
ported me. They agreed that making a
crime problem into a religious one was

not the solution. They probably knew, as
Rustamji did, that the real life dacoits
were a far cry from the romanticized he-
roes portrayed by the Hindi film world.
Their main strength was the ravines that
they infested, deep fissures, 60 to 70 feet,
which were very easy (o hide in and cer-
tainly very difficult territory
for Rustamji and his men to
operate in.

But if the task of elimina-
ting murderous bandits was
difficult, then the task of pro-
tecting the then Prime Minis-
ter of India, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, was equally trying.
“We had a lot of differences
of opinion, a lot of argu-
ments. He would complain
about the excessive security.
He would get very angry with
me; then he would lean across
and say something to wipe
out what he had said before.”
For five and a half years Rus-
tamji was his shadow. *Ican
say that he was really an out-
~ standing Indian, the greatest I
« . met after Gandhiji.”
e There is another aspect of
"% sccurity that one may tend to

ignore, but of which Rustamji
gives a glimpse: “Apart from

the security of the person you
have to guard, there is also
the security of the crowds; the
stampedes, the trampling...
That's part of the job too.”
Of course the security pro-
vided to the Prime Minister today is far in
excess of what Rustamji had for Nehru.
“We had no Punjab or J&K problem
then,” Rustamji explains. In the case of
Rajiv Gandhi, the problem was made
more complex after Operation Bluestar
when Indian troops were used to liberate
the Golden Temple from Sikh fundamen-
talists. “It is possible that an over-zealous
police officer may hold up traffic, but
given today’s political climate, I don’t see
-the security provided to Rajiv Gandhi as
excessive. The same applies for the secu-
rity of Chandra Shekhar, V. P. Singh or
Advani,” Rustamji’s words were almosl
prophetic for, two weeks after the inter-
view when Rajiv Gandhi brushed aside
his securily personnel while on the elec-
tion campaign trail in Tamil Nadu, he was
assassinated.

The assassination only highlights the
deteriorating law and order situation in
the country. The rot, according to Rus-
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tamji, is reflected in the caliber of the men
who rule the country now. “We used w0
worship the white cap (symbolic of the
Gandhian way of life) in our youth. They
(the men who wore it) did so much for the
country. Now they (the politicians) are
motivaled by money and a desire for
power. [ write (freelance) for seven
newspapers in India and 1 criticize all the
political parties of today,” says Rustamji
who admits that his harshness, meted out
fairly, earns him the respect of all.

Politicians aside, Rustamji traces part
of India's woes to the US funding and
arming of Pakistan. “As a result our de-
fence expenditure shot up to impossible
levels.” This meant diversion of funds
which could have been better utilized in
a country suffering from chronic poverly
and an ever-rising population. The new
problem of terrorism in Punjab, J&K and
the northeastern states had led to cracks
showing up in the law and order mecha-
nism in the country. “The cup of the
police is pretty full at the moment. They
are a harassed lot,” says Rustamji. Add-
ing to the problem is the growing indisci-
pline and corruption in the ranks: “[Lis a
reflection of our time.”

The role of the police during the post-

Independence period was comparatively
less complex. “In the first 20 years the
real political problem was the rioting
over the formation of the linguistic
states, but these were problems that
could be handled.” The most significant

“To see the Parsi
SpIrit in its true
and vibrant form you
have to go to
North America”

development of the time, according 1o
Rustamji, was how well India functioned
as a democracy. “We grew as a democe-
racy in the right way. The real test was
the manner in which India treated its
Muslims and other minoritics, and the
result was that you had a new generation
from these communilics coming up as
scientists, educationists, entreprencurs...”

The gains of Independence, which the
country had to fight biterly for, had not
been squandered in the carly years, be-
lieves Rustamji. As a member of the po-

lice force, however, he found himself on
the wrong side of the freedom struggle.
During the pre-Independenct years the
main task of the police was dealing with
the civil disobedience movements
launched by Gandhiji. Historic distor-
tions aside, Rustamji points out that the
police exercised the greatest of restraint:
“For instance during the entire Quit In-
dia movement, the all-India casualty fig-
ur¢ was only 42. Today you have more
people killed in a single day in UP (Uttar
Pradesh) or Punjab alone.”

Another problem during the pre-Inde-
pendence days was the communal riots,
“From the very first month of my joining
{the police force) [ was posted in one
riol-torn area or another,” recounts Rus-
tamji. It was a baptism of fire. Rustamji
emerged from the ordeal unsinged. Even
now, years afler Rustamji has retired
his police uniform, we feel the force of
the man, his quiet dignity and an air
which might be termed as “very proper.”
Today, apant from being a director of
Bombay Dyeing he is also a member of
the Mational Integration Council. He
has also been asked to become a member
of the Minorities Commission; his
decision on whether to accept or nol

Social Sciences.

would be proud of.

THE COMMUNITY
FARES WELL
AT TATAS

Community welfare is a social responsibility
voluntarily accepted by Tatas many years
ago. It was this sense of responsibility that
prompted Sir Ratan Tata to finance studies
into the causes of poverty in 1912, and the
Tata Trusts to establish institutions like the
Tata Memorial Hospital fer Cancer Research
and treatment and the Tata Institute of

In fact, Tatas have gone so far as to turn
the entire town of Jamshedpur into a model
in community living. There are wide roads.
tree-lined avenues, hospitals and family
clinics, and schools which any community

TATA ENTERPRISES
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has been deferred for the moment.

Mo, he does not see himself as a pro-
tector of the Parsis. “I do not consider
the Parsis as a minority community at all.
In fact we have almost become a part of
the all-embracing Indian culture,” says
Rustamji. He recognizes the fact that the
Parsis do have problems, “but the Parsis
need to set their own house in order more
than anything else. At least we should
be able 1o run our funeral cercmonies
properly.” He refers to the time he went
to the funeral of a Parsi admiral and found
the movements of the dead man's non-
Parsi colleagues severely restricted.
“How can you keep these men away?”
he asks.

A similar situation had cropped up
when Rustamji was the president of the
Delhi Parsi Anjuman. A young Parsi air
force officer had died in tragic circum-
stances. A large number of his non-Parsi
colleagues had come to pay their respects
and were barred from entering the ar-
amgah. Rustamji protested; he asked that
the gates be opened. The late Ervad Dar-
ius Bagli, who then looked after the reli-
~ gious needs of the Delhi Zoroastrian
community, initially objected, but Rus-
tamji prevailed on him to change his

stand. The gates were opened and till to-
day the open gate policy is part of the
Delhi community’s ethos. “But here (in
Bombay) poor Roxan Shah was tumed
away. If we can’t set these things right
as a thinking community, who else
can?” he asks. Mot the Minorities Com-
mission.

Neither is it the job of the Minorities
Commission to get reservation privileges
for the community in jobs or educational
institutions. “It is a small problem that
the community must deal with by itself,
In fact getting into the reservation trap
might damage the interest of the commu-
nity rather than benefit it,” Rustamji ob-
serves.

The major setback, according to Rus-
tamji, was when the community banked
entirely on the British, the English lan-
guage and the European culture. “There
was a time when we refused to be Indi-
ans, we refused to leamn the local lan-
guages, we would not sing Hindi songs,
we would not even see Hindi films." This
was during the period just before Inde-
pendence and has carried over Lo the pres-
ent too. “Those who have adapted to the
Indian culture in the right way have fared
well,” says Rustamji. He recalls how dur-

ing his formative years in Nagpur, an us-
tad {maestro) would visit their house,
Banoo Lodge, to teach the children Indian
classical music. That level of commit-
ment to the local cultre is lacking, and
sadly so, in the community today.

Another setback, has been the comm-
unity's policy of keeping its religion to
itself, its refusal to accept even children
of Parsi mothers and non-Parsi fathers,
opines Rustamji who has two children,
son Cyrus and daughter Kerman. Ortho-
doxy has made the religion and commu-
nity in India sterile: “We are all het up
about the opening up of the (B. D. Petit)
Parsee General Hospital and shanng our
other trust funds,” Rustamji notes.

But not all is lost. The flame of the
community and religion is still alive, but
beyond Indian shores. “To see the Parsi
spint in its true and vibrant form you
have to go to North America,” says Rus-
tamji, Parsis settled there are the ones
who reflect the spirit of adventure and
enterprise that the community was once
famous for; the courage to pack up their
bags and follow opportunity. “I think that
the spirit of wanderlust is still very alive
amongst us Parsis,” Rustamji asserts. He
should know: he personified it
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co-trustee in Boisar were what two trus-
tees of the Jeevanji Jamasji Mistry’s Surat
Adarian Fund were alleging. They as-
sured that if the Federation’s name was
lent as intervenors, from their corpus
running into four crores of rupees they
would assist other poorer anjumans, if
permitted by the objects of their trust.
Desai, on behalf of the legal firm Mulla
and Mulla were he is partner, offered to
look at the papers before pledging the
Federation’s commitment.

Fair deal for the farmers
In the hope of improving the yield of
their agricultural holdings with the assis-
tance of the BPP, the SPP and the WZO
which were working on the rural welfare
commiltee constituted by the Federation,
three chasniwallas of different agiaries in
Bombay conveyed to their panthakies that
they would like to return to their farms,
informed Dinshaw Tamboly of WZO.
The plight of those in the rural arcas
living below the poverty line was de-
scribed by Modi who regretted that such
an important subject was only brought up
for discussion at the fag end of the Fed-
eration meeting. Some can't afford one
square meal a day; others work as ser-

From left: Meherjirana,
Meher Anklesaria, Minoo Irani and
Dinshaw Anklesaria
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vanis at neighboring farms, said Modi.
Other disadvantages are the life of isola-
tion when the nearest habitation is 10 km
away, or limited educational facilitics.
However, when children are sent to or-
phanages as in Surat, their standard of
education is better as compared to those
who attend local schools, he added.

“Whom to help and whom not 1o
help... To choose the right people is also
difficult. OF 10, two will be bogus, get-
ting help for nothing,” SPP president Dr
Sam Bhacca admitted. In the mean-
while a video casselie projecting the pov-
erly of the rural Parsis is being circulated
in the USA and UK 1o get donations for
this cause.

The long walk for miles to reach the
hapless farmers and the accompanying
exhaustion notwithstanding, the tecam of
volunicers are getting used 1o the task
ahcad of them. Bhacca mentioned the
experience of a young city girl who first
complained that walking on bare rocks
was difficult and now states that the
“rocks have become softer!”

From left: Kasad,
Dick, Jokhi (1op) and
Palsetia, and
Dumasia

Congress projections

“When someon¢ picks up a report [of the
Fifth World Zoroastrian Congress
(WZC)] in 2000, is he going to have a
sketchy report in hand? Are we not going
to give a true picture?” asked Gandhi who
advocated the preparation of a more com-
prehensive report than the summary
worked on by vice chairman of the WZC
subjects committee Aspi Moddie which,
according to Gandhi, suffered “from
wrong emphasis and a one-sided slant of
liberalization...  His summation does
serve a cerlain purpose... It is his view of
what happened at the Congress... So let it
go down as that... He has also spent a lot
of time and effort (like Jamshed Guzder
and Jamsheed Kanga) in organizing this
Congress.”

In the interests of a “comprehensive
representation” Guzder sought the dele-
gates’ views on what should be included
in the report: the papers presented by the
speakers, discussions that ensued from
the floor of the house, the chairperson’s

summary of each session,

“Keki's views are based on evidence;
Aspi’s are based on inierpretation of evi-
dence. The report has been lying with us
for more than one year, when are we
going to implement it?” was Kanga's
concern. Besides, “we (the Federation)
are only one of the constituent units that
participated in the Congress. We have
no authority to direct how the repor
should read,” Kanga added. In response
to Kanga's statement that it is the execu-
tive committee of the Congress which had
the right to finalize the repon, Gandhi
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Spare the honor

Despite his protests

the Goverment of India conferred
the Padma Bhushan on

noted jurist Fali Nariman

Gustasp Irani

On Republic Day, January 26, 1991,
Fali Sam Nariman, senior advocate of
the Supreme Court of India, former
additonal solicitor general of India and,
in brief, a leading legal light of the
country, was honored with one of the
nation’s prestigious civil awards -- the
Padma Bhushan. “Believe me,” Nariman,
based in Delhi, writes 1o us, “it is an in-
nocuous encomium — how innocuous I
discovered when applying for a new
passport... the authorities required sub-
mission of graduation certificate of the
applicant. (As) my BA and LLB scrolls
were somewhere in Bombay I thought I
could ‘swing i’ with the P.B. (Padma
Bhushan). Polite and prompt came the
reply: ‘we would prefer proof of univer-
sity graduation.’

Initially he had reservations aboul
receiving the award. When the ‘good
news’ was conveyed to him, Nariman
wrote o the authorities to spare him the
honor for two reasons which he spelled
out in a letter o them: “First, ever since
my resignation from a government posi-
tion (additional solicitor gencral) a day
after the declaraton of the phony Emer-
gency, I have refused to be aligned or 1o

President of India R. Venkatraman

conferring the Padma Bhushan on
Nariman
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be regarded as being aligned to any politi-
cal party, and sccond, I have consistently
held the view that bestowing of titles is
not in keeping with article 18 of the con-
stitution.”

The government dismissed his protests
and proceeded to make the announcement
of the award. Nariman relented only so as
not to appear “ostentatious” or be discour-
teous to the President. After meeting
Mariman we realize he is too much a gen-
tleman to have acted otherwise. He ac-
commodates us for an interview during
his short and busy visit to Bombay with
brief sessions over two days in his 21st
floor suite at The Oberoi; on both occa-
sions he graciously excuses himself from
a clutch of clients. In expressing his
views he is forthright, articulate and ex-
acting, often pausing to find the right
word. But more, it is his sincerity and

- optimism that strikes us.

MNariman believes that despite some
“agonizing” and “anguishing” devel-
opments the Indian judiciary is “basi-
cally sound and healthy.” The blackest
hour was when the late Prime Minister
Ms Indira Gandhi imposed her infamous
Emergency in June 1975 and Nariman
was in the thick of it as the country’s ad-
ditional solicitor general at the time.
MNariman recalls that trying period when
the Allahabad High Court nullified the
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Prime Minister's election to the Lok
Sabha. “Ms Gandhi wanted me to settle
the matter of appeal to the Supreme
Court, which I did, and that same evening
I flew down to Bombay.” That night, her
political lawyers advised her differently
and instead of pursuing the matter
through the courts, she chose instead to

impose her Emergency. The very next

day, Mariman submitted his resignation.

Were there any personal repercussions
as a result of his action? “MNo,” says
Nariman, “I distanced myself from them
and they distanced themselves from me
and that's where the matter ended. I be-
lieve that a government is like an indi-
vidual; if you take a firm decision and
stand by it, they respect you; if you lose
your self-respect you are finished.”

The sad part of the episode was that in
contrast to many High Courts which re-
fused to be cowed down, the Supreme
Court during that time lost much of its
self-respect when, in its now infamous
judgment, it came to the conclusion that
law courts were powerless 1o give relief
to people who could be detained without
trial. “The only dissentient was Justice
Khanna who said that human rights were
not the gift of the state or law but our in-
herent right as human beings,” says
Nariman, adding: “Afier the dark days
of the Emergency, the Supreme Court has
made valiant attempts to redeem itself,
and it has.”

More recently, dark shadows fell
across the country's judiciary system
when the integrity of senior judges (four
of the Bombay High Court and one of
the Supreme Court) was suspect. The is-
sue, according o Nariman, is not just a
question of the behavior of judges but
one of reassessing the attitudes in the
profession at all levels, “There should
be greater responsibility and dedication
on the part of advocates and all members
of the bar... The health of the profession
will be reflected on the bench for, in In-
dia, judges are drawn from lawyers.”

Yet for all its failings, Nariman has
enormous faith in the legal system. In an
article in the Indian Express he writes:
“Even today, isolated instances apart,
judges of the higher judiciary (of the
High Court and Supreme Court) are men
and women of tried merit, and of high
(do believe me), extremely high integ-
rity.” In the same article he traces the
origins of the Indian legal system: “We,
in India, inherited the tradition of judi-
cial independence not from the Moghuls,
not from the Shastras or the Smritis, not
from Manu's Hindu law; we inherited it

from the British. Let us first acknowl-
edge this and salute the British tradition
which has its basis in idealism...”
Another problem with the Indian legal
system, according to Nariman, is delay,
“inordinate delay. This is because of
few judges and few courts in the coun-
try... You must realize that in a country
with so many people, with so many
grievances, the courts are under tremen-
dous pressure.” But there is hope for
judges have started to sit on extra days
when they take up matters that they be-
lieve can be settled quickly and amica-
bly. For this practice Nariman gives
credit to the current Chief Justice of the

“If you lose your
self-respect
you are finished”

Bombay High Court, Prabodh D. Desai,
who started this trend as Chief Justice of
Himachal Pradesh.

It is a wend that reflects a growing
sensitivity of law to the needs of the
common man. “People in the law are
traditionally resistant to social change
but this has been reversed in the last 15
years and lawyers and judges are now
more responsive to change,” observes
Nariman. As a result the common man
has greater access to the courts than ever
before. “He can now tilt at windmills,
large windmills and far more effectively
than before because of the Supreme
Court promoting public interest litigation
which has caught on in the High Courts
too.” According to Nariman, the view is
that when public interest is involved, any
member of the public, even if not di-
rectly concerned with the breach of law,
can apply for court redressal in the inter-
est of the public as a whole,

Probably most significant is the role
the judiciary has played in safeguarding
democracy in the country, the Emer-
gency episode aside. “We are governed

. by a set of laws and not by the whims of

people in power... An independent judi-
ciary is essential to see that the rights of
individuals are not encroached upon,”
says Nariman. Even in today’s bleak po-
litical scenarioc of a hung parliament
Nariman exudes optimism: “It means
greater responsibility for the political
leaders of today, more than any time in
the past. I am hopeful, only because I be-
lieve that our country is greater than any
of the governments it has had.”

The country is vast and diverse. And it
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is for this reason that Nariman does not
envisage the emergence of a common
civil code in the near future, even though
it is one of the stated objectives of the
constitution. “It is not just a matter of re-
ligious differences but one of cultural dis-
parity between the various regions of the
country.” The Parsis, in other words,
need not feel unduly threatened; their per-
sonal laws will survive for some time
still.

Should the Parsi personal law be
threatened there are enough Parsi lawyers
1o defend the community’s rights. Parsis
have, over the years, produced a large
number of eminent men in the legal pro-
fession. Nariman attributes this, in part at
least, 1o the fact that Parsis, with their
English-based education, were better
equipped than most other communities 10
assimilate the British legal system that the
country inherited.

Today, when lawyers prowl around
the courts soliciting clients, competition
is fierce. While Nariman does ascribe
luck as an important factor to success, he
adds: “It is also a matter of a lot of integ-
rity and application, and the ability to be
useful to your senior with that additional
bit of information you had to work for.”

Nariman sees himself as very fortu-
nate in having had Jamshed Kanga as his
mentor.  “Even at the age of 90, he
would say he had a great deal to learn; it
was the hallmark of his great humility.
Apart from being a great lawyer he wasa
great man,” says Nariman adding: “All
who were fortunate to be in his chambers
have done well. Palkhivala, Seervai,
Sorabjee...” and, of course, Nariman
himself.

Success, however, is eventually an
outcome of personal commitment and
drive, and the fact that a man has 24
hours in which 1o fit his day’s work.
“It’s not really difficult,” says Nariman,
“In life you can achicve competence in
whatever you do. The more you work at
it the more competent you get. It's like
the magician in Mahableshwar who used
to do a version of the Indian rope wrick. 1
remember as a child being fascinated by
the trick. The point is that if you do
something often cnough you become
very skillful at it and that applies 1o all
levels of life, regardless of whether you
arc a magician or a lawyer... I won't b¢
able o do magic ricks and [ don’t expect
him o do law.”

Mariman was born in Rangoon in
1929. His father was the manager of the
Mew India Assurance branch there. In
1942, the family lost everything when

they had to flee from the advancing Japa-
nese army. Mariman was only 12 then
but he remembers the anguish of the
flight, emotionally shattering, the physi-
cal exhaustion as they worked their way
o safety through the jungles on fool.
Then after World War II was over, his
family returned to Rangoon in 1947, only
to lose everything once again in 1964.
This time, Nariman's mother, now a
widow, had to flee a brutally repressive
regime. Yet Nariman emerged from the
ordeals with his optimism unscarred.
Married to Bapsy, an active social
worker, the couple have a son Rohinton, a
Supreme Court lawyer like his father, and
a daughter Anaheeta, a speech therapist
working with the Spastic Society.

“In a country with
so many people,
SO many grievances,
the courts are
under pressure”

Nariman sees the problems confront-
ing the Parsi community at two distinct
levels: the rural and the urban. In the ru-
ral areas of Gujarat it is a problem of pov-
erly; a great many of the poor Parsi farm-
ers there are caught in the mire (his wife
is actively involved in assisting them). In
the urban areas, the issue facing the com-
munity is lack of proper housing.

Quite distinct from community issues
however, are the issues facing the Zoroas-
trian religion. “As a religion we were
always a proselytizing one — we encour-
aged and accepted converts; there is no
doubt about it,” Mariman observes. Ac-
cording to him the community survived in
India only because the forefathers had the
foresight and vision to break away from
tradition and ban conversion to the relig-
ion. Now times have changed and Nari-
man feels that it is non-Zoroastrian to re-
strict people from embracing the religion
if they want to, particularly so when it
involves children of Parsi women married
to.non-Parsis. Parsis abroad, he believes
have the equation right: “Tue Parsis
settled in Canada and the US are forward-
looking and yet traditional in one sense:
they have gone back to the roots of the re-
ligion."

That probably sums up the attitude of
Nariman, a rational, thinking lawyer, who
sees no contradiction in the concurrence
of traditional and modemn perceptions.
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MEDICINE

A docior in labor

Gustasp Irani

If ever there was a celebrity gynecolo-
gist and obstetrician, then Dr Rustom
Soonawala, 62, is probably the closest we
have to the concept in India. Fair, rug-
gedly handsome and well-spoken, he has
been instrumental in bringing the children
of the rich and famous into this world.
Industrialists and filmstars are his patients
and family friends; his name appearing in
the Press is now routine. He had been spe-
cially flown down to Delhi by the then
“Prime Minister, Ms Indira Gandhi, for her
daughter-in-law Maneka's delivery.

There is however another side to this
high profile medical man — a dedicated
doctor working on containing the cancer-
ous growth of the country’s population.
It was in recognition of his efforts in this
area that he was decorated with the
Padma Shri by the President of India R.
Venkataraman, on Republic Day, 1991,
“The Padma Shri is awarded to profes-
sionals, scientsts, social workers who
have done outstanding work for the
country,” says Soonawala who views
the recognition as a measure of job satis-
faction.

“As a gynecologist and obstetrician
one does get directly involved with
people’s problems at an individual level,
but I have, in a way, got involved with
the nation's problem,” states Sconawala.
He is the honorary medical director of
the Family Planning Association of In-
dia, member of the WHO (World Health
Organization) advisory panel on sterili-
zation, and other national and intcrna-
tional bodies.

Interestingly, India’s staggering popu-
lation problem has given it expertise in
contraceptive and sterilization tech-
niques which have been sought by other
developing countries. Soonawala has con-
ducted advanced training programs in
these fields for doctors in Sri Lanka, Paki-
stan, Iran, Iraq, Bangladesh, Nepal and
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Egypt, that is in addition to the efforts in-
vested in training local doctors in all parts
of the country.

But more, he has designed an ad-
vanced intrauterine device (IUD). “It is
something similar to the loop; only it is
more convenient so that even less skilled
doctors can use it safely,” he explains.
In recognition of his contribution, the
Kiel University in Germany awarded
Soonawala the prestigious Dr Von Graf-
enberg Gold Medal in 1984, The signifi-
cance of the medal is that Soonawala
now belongs to an exclusive club where
the membership will not exceed 10, that
being the number of medals the Univer-
sity plans to award for what it considers
significant contributions to contraceptive
technology intemnationally. Instituted in
1981, the birth centenary year of Von
Grafenberg who developed the first [UD,
only six of the 10 medals have been
distributed to date.

Soonawala refrains from singling out
any one contraceptive method as the
best. “It varies from person o person.
What may suit one, may not suit another,
In medical terms, it is what we call a
cafeteria approach; you can pick and
choose.”

But for all Soonawala's and his col-
leagues’ efforts, the high population
growth rate remains one of the country’s
major problems. “It drowns out all our

achievements,” says the doctor. The.

country, according to him, just cannot
generate enough jobs or provide ade-
quate educational facilities to keep pace
with its numbers. To illustrate, he points
out that, just for education to keep up
with the population growth, the country
will have to build 100 new schools, ac-
commodating 500 children each, every-
day.

Soonawala does not claim to have the
answers to the problem but he does be-

lieve that the family planning program
should be- delinked from politics, and
policy decisions taken by the organiza-
tion should be universal: no discrimina-
tion, no exceptions. He concedes that
the steps that must be taken — whatever
they might be — must be harsh to be ef-
fective. The other option is education.
“The moment a person is educated, his
desire for more children is curtailed,” he
explains.

The agony of the nation's growing
birthrate aside, Soonawala has also to
deal with agony at a very personal level
— the binth throes of women in labor. In
recent times however, as a result of medi-
cal advancement, the birth process is less
painful both for the mother and the doctor
who has had to endure screaming women
as part of the job. “Today we have excel-
lent pain killers,” he says referring par-
ticularly 0 the epidural process (that
numbs the lower half of the expectant
mother’s body during delivery), He re-
buffs fears that the process could cause
paralysis to the lower part of the body.

Further, included in his consulting
rooms at Peddar Road is a fully
equipped, modemn, prenatal clinic where
expectant mothers and their spouses are
readied for the big day. “Fear causes ten-
sion, tension causes pain. At the prenatal
clinic we reduce fear and as a result the
tension and pain are also less.” But even
if pain can be muted, there is little one can
do about babies who want to make their
grand entries at night. Soonawala is
called upon six o eight times a month at
unearthly hours to welcome the liule
crying bundles into the world. And his
days that follow are long — rising at 7.15
a.m. the doctor rarely ever gets home be-
fore 11 at night. He is attached to the
Breach Candy Hospital and Research
Centre, the Nowrosjee Wadia Maternity
Hospital, the Jaslok Hospital and Re-



Gynecologist Rustom Soonawala, whose effort to
check the national birthrate has been rewarded
with a Padma Shri, would like to see an increase in

community numbers

The President of India awarding the
Padma Shri to Soonawala.

Right: Soonawala (seated) with his
immediate family

search Centre, the B, D, Petit Parsee Gen-
eral Hospital and the Masina Hospital.
Gynecology, he explains, deals with
the female reproductive system; andro-
logy, which is not his line, deals with the
male reproductive sysiem; obstetrics
deals with childbirth. Unlike other
branches of medical specialization where
the doctor has the flexibility to plan, in
gynecology and obstetrics almost every
case is an emergency. “It is also a line
where there is more involvement with
the patient and her family, Patients also
become family friends,” says the gyne-
cologist.
L - Soonawala learned his skills at the
"1-';;‘!5‘*“_","" s Topiwalla National Medical College
—  where he studied to obtain his MBBS and
MD degrees. He then proceeded 1o UK to
qualify as a Fellow of the Royal College
of Surgeons (FRCS). But the question of
settling abroad never arose. “One can-
not hope to reach the top there or become
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a first-class citizen,” he observes. It was
an important consideration, for excel-
lence was, and is, an important factor in
whatever he did.

Take sports for example. He repre-
sented his college in its hockey, football,
athletics, badminton and tennis teams. He
also represcnted Bombay University and
Bombay State in athletics, and was on the
4 x 100 meters relay team that set a record
at Jabalpur at an all-India meet. "My fa-
ther encouraged us (four brothers) w0 ac-
tively participate in exercise and games,”
says Soonawala. The father, Dr Phiroze
Soonawala, a popular consulting physi-
cian at Nair Hospital, probably influenced
his children’s professional choice two, for
all his four sons took to the medical
profession. Jamshed, the eldest became a
physician; Faredoon, the next in line, be-
came a urologist; and Soli, the youngest, a
dental surgeon.

And Rustom relayed the tradition on 1o
his own two sons Behram and Feroze,
who have presently become doctors and
are specializing in gynecology. Add
wife Piloo and two daughters, Jenai Ba-

_naji and Kamal Tata to complete the fam-
ily portrait. “We have done our bit for the
community,” Sconawala laughs as he re-
fers to his four children in the context of

the crisis of declining numbers facing the
community.

On a serious note, Soonawala sees the
Parsi population crisis as a direct off-
shoot of a housing crisis. “The Parsis are
an educated community. They will not
take responsibility for a child unless they
can provide for it," he observes, adding
that in Bombay the lack of accommoda-
tion compounds the problem. “I get Parsi
couples who want more children but
won’t plan for them unless they have a
roof over their heads first.” Low income
housing for the middle-class with the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet playing a key
role, Soonawala believes, is the need of
the hour. “Many Parsi families settle for
ore child when they should have two,
preferably three.” The first two children,
Soonawala explains, is to replace the par-
ents, the third is to compensate for the
bachelors, spinsters and childless couples
in the community.

The low birthrate in the community
indirectly accounts for the poor utiliza-
tion of facilitics in the maternity ward at
the B. D. Petit Parsce General Hospital.
“When you average 10-14 births a
month you can't expect the management
{of the Hospital) to invest their limited
resources in this department,” Soonawala
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explains the chicken and egg dilemma as
patients are reluctant to use the Hospital
till facilities are improved first. He is
however quick to add that the amenities
nevertheless are quite adequate. In fact he
encourages his Parsi patients to have their
babies at the Parsee General, but more of-
ten than not they would rather check in at
other hospitals, Breach Candy in particu-
lar, for reasons that are social rather than
medical. “Just the other day I convinced
a middle-class Parsi lady to have her de-
livery at the Parsee. General rather than
the Breach Candy.” He makes it a point to
add a word in favor of the present com-
mittee members of the Hospital: “They
are a real hardworking lot. It is the duty of
every Parsi to help them in whatever way
they can.”

Returning to the low birthrate in the
communily, Soonawala points out that
infertility is not a problem; in fact, the
average infertility rate among Parsis is
less than in other communities. The fac-
tors effecting low birthrates are more ex-
ternal: years lost in the pursuit of educa-
tion, late marriages, both parents work-
ing, housing... and abortion of unwanted
children.

“When a Parsi couple comes to me for
an abortion, I go through the exercise of
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rying 10 convince them 1o continuge with
the pregnancy and give the child up for
adoption. I have not succeded in convin-
cing anyone as yet,” Soonawala laments.
He refers to one case when a poor Parsi
turmed on him, “What are you saying?
Are you asking me to sell my child?” the
man demanded when Soonawala assured
him that the child would be adopted by a
well-to-do Parsi couple who, out of a
sense of fair play, was willing 1o put aside
sums of money for his other three chil-
dren. “He went and had the abortion done
elsewhere.”

What about adopting non-Parsi
children? Soonawala does not commit
himself but states: “With the changing
times one has got to rethink one’s val-
ues.” For starters, he believes the commu-
nity should accept children of Parsi
mothers and non-Parsi fathers as long as
the father has no objection. “On the one
hand we are trying to maintain the iden-
tity of the community while on the other
hand, in another 50 years, we may no
longer exist.”

Equally, if not more, important (o
Soonawala is the Zoroastrian identity,
the Zoroastrian way of life. “Itis a very
positive religion, a good way of life.” He
tells us of a visit to Sao Paolo in Brazil
when he went out 1o lunch with one of
the leading medical men of the country
and ordered a beef dish. His companion
observed: *You are an Indian and you
¢at beef? To which Sconawala clarified:
“I am a Zorcastrian,” Whercupon the
Brazilian doctor replied: “That's strange,
for in Brazil, all the people who are
honest are called zorpastra.” The elation
and pride Soonawala felt at the moment
aside, the point he is driving at is a subtle
one: “Zoroastrianism has so much lo
give to the world. We will be wasting
it if we do not wake up and take practical
steps. Why not share it with others?
Conversion may be a difficult proposition
but I don’t think you have to be accepted
by anyone if you want to follow a
religion. If you like a religion, you follow
it and there is nothing anvone can do
about it.”

Perceptions change with the context.
Soonawala is used 1o dealing with para-
doxes even in his professional life. At the
national level he works o curtail the ever
growing population and at the community
level he aids and abets its growth. That
he has been able o strike the right balance
and win the recognition of both the nation
and his paticnts is a testimony 1o his skills
and Lalent.
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Change is of the essence to artist Homi Patel

Gustasp Irani

A Parsi lady stormed into the art gallery.
She demanded an explanation for the
mess on display: this abstract modern art.
She threatened the artist concerned that
she was going to write to the papers un-
less he closed down his exhibition imme-
diately. Homi Patel, a quict grey-haired
bachelor of 62, recalls how it was during
his carly exhibitions when contemporary
Indian art was a fledgling movement.
Reaction to his work was particularly
harsh for his paintings were, as they still
are, abstract. “‘Now conlemporary arl is
accepted. Then, people would come o
the gallery and say: "“What is this non-
sense? Why are you wasting electricity
on the fans, the lights?*” recounts Patel.

Years later, -in April 1990, Paiel's
contribution 1o the contemporary ar
movement in India was recognized when
he was awarded the Ara Memorial
Award. The journey through time has
been turbulent.  Patel could well fit the
classic mold of the suffcring artist.
“People, my family, have often tricd to
dissuade me from my work. They have
kept on telling me to take on a regular
job. But I always said ‘no." 1 have al-
ways been an artist,” he says.

Patel’s problems stem not from the
fact that he has always been an artist but
from the fact that he has been an uncom-
promising one. “He is a senior and very
serious painter who has not had the right
kind of exposure. The problem is that he
is not the sort of person who would proj-
cct himsell; he is wvery unassuming,”
says Dadiba Pundole of the Pundole Arl
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Gallery. There was a time when he was
considered ong of the promising and ¢x-
ciling young arlists on the conlemporary
art scene in India, says Kekoo Gandhy of
Gallery Chemould, one of the people
closely associated with the early move-
ment.  Patel was one of the select few
artists whose works were sent 1o galleries
in Zurich, Vicenna, Brussels, Tokyo and
other inernational centers as representa-
tive of the country’s arl movement.

Why has he not stayed with styles that
were acclaimed and popular?  He is ap-
palled by the suggestion. “What? Copy
mysclf?” he asks. He concedes that there
are many artists who do repeat them-

sclves, once they have excelled at a style
or theme that is popular with the public;
but  his temperament is  different.
“You've got to move... each canvas is a
new challenge. After every few years, I
change my style, my technique.”

In his search for the perfect form of
color, textre and movement, Patel has
recently discarded the brush and conven-
tional artists’ tools and developed a tech-
nique that is uniquely his own. He em-
bosses his paint onto his canvas via a
newspaper. Earlier he used cloth to relay
the paint. There was a time when he had
stopped using paint altogether; he gave
his canvases movement and form by
sticking colored paper on them. It was
part of the process of change, the only
constant that Patel accepts.

But it was only a part of the story.
The other part of the paper on canvas
phase was that Patel was dealing with the
problem of space constraints, He had no
studio then. He worked on the joint fam-
ily's dining table between meals. *I
moved from one studio to another. [ cven
once worked in a stable...but that is an-
other story,” says Patel.

Like everything clse, Patel’s paintings
have gone through phases. Patel recalls
the canvases done in his youthful days:
“They were vibrant, full of energy. Then
I sobered uwp and so did my
paintings...There was a time when my
paintings reflected the solid form of
stones...Then there was the quiet phase
which was very popular...” The quiet
phase, he explains, was when he worked
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with subtle shades of white. He recalls
one quict phase cxhibition at Gallery
Chemould when mats were laid out for
visitors to sit on and absorb the serenity
of the canvases while different ragas (In-
dian. classical music) were played in the
background. There were other phases
too: canvases awash in waves of color
and others taut with electric energy.

“I do not know if I am popular or not. 1
only know that I have painted and will
carry on painting under any circum-
stances... 1 do not let my crealivity stop
at ABC. I try to explore the DEF too,”
explains the artist,

He takes us'into his bedroom which is
also his studio to see his latest canvases,
part of the ongoing evolulionary process.
“Look at that. What do you sce?” he
asks. We see color, in subtle shades on
some canvases and blatantly loud on oth-
ers. As we gaze on, figures emerge, weas-
ing our vision and probing our memory
bank for an identity; we sce foresis
awash in mist and a cascade of colors.
“I don’t title my paintings. If 1 do, you
will start looking for things you don’t
see. I leave it to you to sce what you
want,” says Patel. "1 see nothing, just
form, color, texture, movement and
space. That is the soul of my painting.”
His hands moved sensuously across the
canvas as he illustrates a point

He compares his painting with music.
“1 sing with paint. It's something you
can’l define. It's a question of intuition,
not understanding. People sce a rose and
say: ‘How beautiful.” But beyond the
rose and its beauly arc other perceptions.
-I am seeking out these perceptions in my
work. 1don’t know if I succeed but 1 am
enjoying iL."

A good painting, according to Patel,
must have impact. “First, it must appeal
to the eye. The second time you look at it
you are looking at the color cffect; the
inner silence of the work. This will stay
with you forever.” The inner silence, ac-
cording o Patel, is the acid twest of any
work of art.

In today’s world of growing commer-
cialization in contemporary Indian ar,
the aesthetic and rupee values often gel
blurred, according to Patel. “Now it's all
commercialization. You meet another
painter and all he talks about is how
much he is selling for; how much you are
selling for; how much so and so is sclling
for. It’s all scll, sell, sell. It’s destroying
the atmosphere.”

Ah! The good old days, when Patel
was young, when conlemporary arl in
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“My Indian
background
is reflected in my
paintings. | live
here”

India was a fedgling movement. Those
were the days when artists were commit-
ted 1o the work alone. “We used 10 meet
at the Artists Aid Center. We discussed
talent. We loved cach other...It was a
time when we had no money. We used 1o
order one broon bread and one lea and
three or four of us used o share it. We
were a family of artists.™

It was a time when Gandhy held the
lirst art cxhibition at his Chemould
Frame Shop al Princess Strect, a time
when Ara, Rara and other leading artists
formed the progressive group. 1 used o
admire their work and be inspired by
them,” Patel recalls. Earlier he was in-
fluenced by the works of many artists,
both Indian and international, “It's im-
portant that you are influenced,” says
Patel, then adding, “but only in the be-

ginning.” A commited artist  must
evolve and Turrow his own individual
Coursc,

There was a time when Patel's furrow
ran parallel with the furrows of three
other artists: Ambardas, Nikkam and
Suza. Bewween 1958 and 1962 the four
of them held four group shows wogether.
The common ihrcad that ran through
these shows was that all the works on
display were abstract. The group of four,
as Patel refers o the clique, was breaking
new ground in contemporary Indian an
and as with all pioncers, they were mis-
undersiood.  So what if an agitaed Parsi
lady rulfled her [eathers at their show, il
others dismissed their work as nonsensc?
Patel knew the value of his own work. Il
anything, it spurred him on (o push him-
sell Turther, see and explore what others
did not notice. “A sione [or instnce. You
kick it but there is beauty in it w00,” he
observes.

One of the first persons 1o recognize
Patel’s wlent was the late Homi Bhabha,
then chairman of the Bhabha Atomic Re-
scarch Centre. Patel still looks back with
pride on the occasion when Bhabba
bought two of his paintings. 1t was my
first signilicant sale,” he recalls. The
Bhabha Pael knew, was not the scicn-

tist, but the pawon of the ans. That
Bhabha was a Parsi was not significant,
though the contribution of the commu-
nity in most ficlds of endeavor ¢annot be
ignored. “We Parsis have been pioneers,
cven in contemporary Indian art.  Three
of the four private art galleries in Bombay
arc Parsi-owned (Chemould, Pundole and
Cymroza),” says Paiel,

Being Indian is of great significance 10
Patel. “Of course, my Indian background
is reflected in my paintings. 1 live here,”
he states. Extend the equation to the Parsi
influence and he shrugs. “Maybe. I don’t
know much about community matters.”
His lack of pretensions is disarming.
Indced, he wears a sudreh and kusti...
But don't be fooled. As he attempis to ex-
plain the significance of his paintings, his
abstractions, he reaches out for ready
symbolism — fire. “Look at the fire, it's
Cnergy, you can scc it, you enjoy its danc-
ing fMames but you cannot explain its
form.”

In many ways Patel’s mild manner and
soft-spoken facade are deceptive: there is
a rebel lurking withing, and the canvas is
his stage. Patel himself recognizes this. “1
have not been a conventional painter,” he
observes.
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FOOD

Less oil, better health

Bhicoo J. Manekshaw

Vegetarian fare for the calorie conscious

BALGAN
EH Tﬁ-.TA

NEE
BHJ"*Il

VHEHHRE'

The doclors say a low-oil kitchen is a
healthy kitchen. Besides, oil prices are
soaring in India, so here are a few recipes
with very little oil used in them.

OKRA STEW

This is without any oil at all. 1 have of-
ten served it at parties. It is not slimy as
one would suppose.

Okras (*/, kg — small, ender, cut in 2-
inch pieces)

Water (1 cup)

Onions (2 large — chopped)

Garlic (8 cloves — chopped)

Ginger (1-inch piece — fresh, chopped)
Curry leaves (2 strips)

Tomatoes (2 large — chopped)

Turmeric powder ('/, tsp)

Salt (1o taste)

Masala (dry roasted and coarsely
crushed)

Dry roast the following ingredients sepa-
rately and crush coarsely:

Coriander sceds (2 1sp)

Fenugreek seeds (1 1sp)

Cumin seeds (1 tsp)

Cinnamon ('/, inch piece)

Cloves (2)

Cardamom (1 — peeled)
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Black peppercomns (4)
Garnish
Chilli powder (1 tsp)
Milk '/, cup)
Conandlcr leaves (chopped)
Put crushed roasted masala in a pan with
1 thsp water on a high flame. Stir 1ill wa-
ter evaporates. Add ginger, garlic and
onions. Add 1 thsp of water and stir. Add
1 cup of water, tomatoes and okras, tur-
meric powder and salt to taste. Cook on a
high flame till okras are done. (Do not
overcook the okras and do not cover the
pan while boiling.) Remove from fire.
Add chilli powder, milk and coriander
leaves just before serving,

Excellent with grilled chops.

KOBI NEE BHAJI

Cabbage (1 — firm, weighing about '/, to
Y, kg)

Turmeric powder (*f, tsp)

Qil (1 thsp)

Turka

Cumin seeds (2 sp)

Mustard seeds (2 1sp)

Asafoetida (a pinch — opuonal)

Cocunut (2-3 thsp — freshly grated)
Coriander leaves (2-3 thsp — chopped)
Green chillies (2-3 — chopped)

Cut cabbage into four and blanch in boil-
ing salted water for 2-3 minutes. Remove
from water and refresh in cold water.
Squecze out all liquid by pressing
between two plates. Slice thinly. Keep
aside.

Heat oil in a frying pan. Add mustard
seeds. When they stop spluttering, add
rest of ingredients. Add wrmeric and cab-
bage. Toss for a minute and serve imme-
diately if possible.

Note: The cabbage need not be blanched
if so desired.

BAIGAN BATATA

Potatoes (*/, kg — peeled and cubed, al-
though peclmg of potatoes is not a must)
Aubergines (4 kg—cubed)

Garam masala powder (1 tsp)

Coriander powder (1 tsp)

Cumin powder ('/, tsp)

Chilli powder (1 sp)
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Tomatoes (2 — chopped)

Vaghar or Turka

Mustard seeds (1 tsp)

Asafoctida (a pinch)

0il (2 tsp)

Salt (1o taste)

Heat oil. Add mustard seeds. When they
stop spluttering, add asafoetida. Add 1
cup of water, salt and potatoes. Bring 0 a
boil. Add aubergines, tomatoes and rest
of ingredients. Simmer on a slow fire till
vegetables are cooked.

VAGHARELI KHEECHRI
Basmati rice ('/, kg)
Toover dal (pigeon peas — 125 gms)
Masoor dal (Egyptian lentils — 125 gms)
Moong dal (green beans — 125 gms)
Channa dal (Bengal grams — 125 gms)
Qil (2 thsp)
Potatoes (125 gms — pecled and cubed)
Carrots (2 — peeled and cubed)
French beans (50 gms — cubed and
blanched)
Green peas (50 gms— shelled)
Spinach (1 small bunch — stems removed
and blanched)
Yam (200 gms — peeled and cubed)
Masala
Onions (3 large — sliced)
Ginger (2 thsp — ground)
Garlic (2 thsp — ground)
Turmeric powder (1 tsp)
Chilli powder (1 isp)
Green chillies (2 — chopped)
Cumin powder (2 tsp)
Garam masala (1 tsp — whole)
Salt (to taste)
Soak rice for !/, hour and drain for '/.
hour. Half boil toover dal and channa dai
together. Soak rest of dals,
Heat oil, add onions and brown, Add
'{, cup of water and cook till onions are
mushy. Add rest of masala and brown.
Add rice, all dals and vegetables and
stir fry for a minute or two. Add salt and
enough boiling water (about 1'/, inch
above the rice mixture and bring to a boil.
Lower heat, cover and cook in a medium
oven for 20 minutes or over the stove on
‘Dum’ for 20 minutes till rice is done.
This dish does not need anything else
with it except perhaps an onion salad.
One can also add kharu gosht when
the kheechri is done to make it into a
meat dish.
Bon appetit!

Bhicoo J. Manekshaw, a graduate of tha
prestigious Cordon Bleu School of Cookery,
London, and author of the Traditional Recipes of
India, has been associaled with many haute
cuising organizations in the counlry.
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BOOKS

A rovyal laugh

Author Gustasp Irani recaptures the ambience of
British India in his first novel

Some people write o change the
world, others to forget it.. Freelance
journalist and busipess executive Gus-
tasp Irani writes to entertain it! Called
Once Upon a Raj, Irani’s first book is a

Yasmin D. Poonegar

Its characters have their share of pleasure
and problems. But the problems are not
to be taken as seriously as one -often
tends to. In shor, failure should not get
you down but goad you to fight harder,

writing, you know what it feels like to
play God. You create a character and
define the boundaries within which he
or she may act. Very often the character
breaks through these boundaries and
you let him move the way he

fun-filled foray into the lavish
past of British India. A past
where maharajahs changed
their minds as often as Imelda
Marcos changed her shoes;
where hereditary royal res-
ponsibility spelt the end of
princely, youthful irresponsi-
bility; and where palace in-
trigues were often fueled by
British power pumped by the
mechanics of traitors inside
the courts. This book has
been published by the well-
known firm of Orent
Longman's and was due 1o be
available in Bombay by end |
August for Rs 60. .

Once Upon a Raj is an ad-
venture story in a simple, un-
complicated genre. A prince
who is spending his youth in

wants... Picking up on this as-
pect of the writing process,
Irani talks about the charac-
ters who broke through the
boundaries that he had created
for them in his book. “I started
writing and the characters
tock over and almost wrote
the book themselves,” he ex-
plains. “For instance, [ really
didn’t know what the prince
was going to do tll the very
end. And the part where the
grand vazir switched loyalties
from his king to the Bnitsh
just happened by itself. It con-
cerned me to see him doing
that and I woke up Jeroo, my
wife, in the middle of the
night and told her how upset
I was to have the vazir stab-

quasi-mandatory decadence in
London is called back home to do his
duty — get married and help run his fa-
ther’s kingdom. Prince Vir ‘is not willin.’
The plot follows the twists and s
that seem fantastical today, but were
apparently quite true to life in the palace
intrigues of those cpulent, convoluted
times. A diamond to beat all diamonds,
and princesses that would make your
heart beat backwards are involved, as
the British administration clashes wits
with the persistent prince and his wily
VAZIr.

Lighthearted, humorous and enjoy-
able to read, the book is all these things
and more. Its breeziness conveys a P. G.
Wodehousian message: Life’s like that!
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for in acton is the answer to living.
Through this simple ethos, Irani sub-
consciously expresses what he believes
to be the essential elements of his

faith — Zoroastrianism. T think our reli-.

gion says that you have to live life fully
— you have to participate in it, you
cannot run away from it. If you fail you
can get up and fight again. Zorpastrian-
ism talks of man taking an active role
in God’s creation,” he explains.

As a writer, Irani has an edge over
the rest of mankind, for, not only can
he take an active part but also a de-
cisive part in the process of creation as
well. Best-selling author John Fowles is
known to have said that when you are

bing his king in the back. It
was only after I sat down and continu-
ed writing again that I realized that the
vazir was just setting up the British
inspector.”  Irani subsequently woke up
Jeroo at 2 a.m. to express his relief that
the vazir was not such a bad guy after
all. Jeroo, happy to ggt a good night’s
sleep at last, commended the vazir on his
proper (and timely!) behavior, jokes Irani.

For this author, writing is not a matter
of inspiration from above. He puts it
this way: “I get my inspiration from sit-
ting on my posterior and just writing.
One does not wait for it to happen.” Dis-
cipline and hard work are the name of
every writer's game. One has to leamn
how to organize one’s time and put
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aside those few precious minutes for
rumination and writing, I started Once
Upon a Raj when 1 was about 38, close
to six years ago. I decided to put aside
10 minutes every day and just spend that
time at my desk, -writing. There were
times when I extended that period by
hours and it just flowed,” says Irani, his
two daughters, Ayesha and Mekshan,
occasionally sparking off an inspired
session. His plan of action extended
to making time also for reading other
works of fiction. “In the space of one
year I read something like 52 books
of different kinds,” he informs.
John Updike, James Michener, Alistair
Maclean, they all passed through his
curious wriler's mind, sometimes leaving
an imprint, sometimes not.  Surprisingly
enough, Irani says that he did not read
any of thc numerous works wrilten on
the days when Britannia ruled the waves
— and India.

The current novel is entirely a creation
of his ultra-visual imagination. The lo-
cales, like the Maharajah’s Club in
London and the kingdom of Prince Vir's
father are concoctions from a store of
exotic fantasy that is there in every one

of us and only releases ilsell if given
the right instigation. Irani admits his
instigation to write and create his own
menageric of characters came from a
childhood dream to write. He once wrole
a letter to his sister Oovi from his

The problems are
not to be taken as
seriously as one
often tends to

boarding school in Bangalore (St
Joseph's): *I want to write. [ don’t know
what 1 want to write. In writing this
letter about my desire to write, I am
writing which is what I want to do...”
Though the spirit was willing (1o
write), the spelling was weak, and he
laughingly tells us that his teachers and
classmates at school would never believe
that he had become a published author,
“My spellings were so horrible in school
that I ended up getting really low marks
in English,” he mentions. He admits
that his spelling prowess has more or

OWNERS

less remained static since his school
days, but now he is blessed with a wife
who corrects all of them for him effort-
lessly since she is a travel writer and
managing editor of a magazine in her
own right. “I bounce a lot of swiff off
Jeroo. It gives me the proper perspec-
tive and her constructive criticism helps
to put things in the right light,” he
acknowledges.

Today, Irani has been called a “new
author breaking g-ound.” His sequel o
Once Upon a Raj is already in progress,
its characters creating new adventures
for themseclves. However, his author-
ship has not been restricted to the Once
Upon a Raj serics. Among his still to be
published works are two plays, To Hell
with Dr Faustus and Tare, Taro, Taro...,
and a semi-biographical work, on the
Zoroasirian  Iranian  immigrants who
came to India in the last century, called
Tongue of Flame. It includes storics of
some of the people whose ancestors with-
stood hundreds of years of religious
persecution in Iran only to come to India
and find themselves diluting their be-
liefs and assimilating with the religion
of others. *I believe it is the price these
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immigrants had to pay. Just to take my
example, within two generations my
family had to deal with my almost
converting to Christianity...” But, his
days of flining with other belicfs and
atheism ended when he found that what
he was searching so hard for was right
there under his nose. “Strangely enough,
I was led back to the philosophy of
my own religion through Christianity,
in a way,” says Irani. “l was silung,
watching television one day in America
(about 20 years ago) and there was this
Christian program about how suffering
is given 1o man by God as a signal to
say ‘come back to me." I was about o
switch off the TV set, but for some
reason I left it on,” he-adds. This par-
ticular episode set him thinking, and “I
slowly started realizing that I was born
into a religion that does not talk of
constant suffering. It talks positively —
gives hope.™

His hope in the religion, even today
in its state of flux and discord, is intact.
We will make it through, he summarizes,
If not in India then in other parts of the
world. “Many of our best minds have
gone abroad in search of opportunity and
we are left with the rest in this country.

This is one of the reasons why we Zoroas-
trians are facing these problems. We are
unable 1o agree or act according to the
current circumstances,” he opines. Our
forefathers had the strength not only of
their convictions, but the intelligence 1o

The grand vazir
switched loyalties
from his king to
the British

arm themselves with the survival tool
of adaptability. Today, our circumstan-
ces have changed and, unfortunately, the
ability to react to these changed circum-
stances has also changed — we have lost
that adaptability, that ability to swim
along with the powerful currents of our
times, notes Irani. Orthodoxy is not bad
in itself — it is often the structure that
holds together the religion. Sometimes
when one breaks the walls of orthodoxy
indiscriminately, the structure collapses:
“So, don't try 1o tear down the walls —
let’s just build more doors,” advises Irani
optimistically, expressing his own opin-

Best Wishes From

ion on a subject that is quite close o his
heart. Former managing editor and now
a [reclance contributor o Parsiana,
Irani continues to retain an interest in
community affairs. Last year he was
seen in a TV documentary, The Parsees:
the Zoroastrians of Bombay, produced
for BBC Channel 4 by a British team
whom Irani had assisted with research
material.

With an optimism that his faith has
underwritten in his life, Irani has done
many things. Today he is a freelance
writer, and manages a ransport company.
He worked for five years in Iran with a
Greek construction company until the
revolution in the country put an end to his
“re-migration.” While in Iran he acquired
a degree in business administration from
the Harvard affiliated Iran Center for
Management Studies and later did a stint
with the United Nations Development
Programme. Six weeks of his life were
subsequently spent in the highlands of
Sikkim, discovering his direction in life.
In a way, Irani has waveled his own road,
listening carefully for the sounds of his
own silence; and finally using the accu-
mulated experiences o create his own
world of words.

RUSY & PURVIZ SHROFF
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MILESTONES

For the first time Parsiana pub-
lishes intercommunity marriages
registered at the MHADA office
in Bandra (East), between the
period January to April, 1991.
Civil marriages contracted be-
tween Zoroastrians have also
been listed. However, names
which could not be identified as
Zoroastrian have been omitted
from the list. There were 21
intercommunily marriages regis-
tered at Bandra in 1990. The
previous year (1989) saw two
civil marriages contracted be-
tween Zoroastrians and 17 inter-
communal marriages registered
at Bandra. Henceforth, Par-
signa’s  intercommunal mar-
riages list will include informa-
tion from the Registrar of Mar-
riages at the MHADA office as
well as at the Old Customs’
House, once every four months.

The age of Zoroastrian brides
in Bombay as listed in this issue
(Parsi marriages only, as age sta-
tistics are not available for inter-
communal marriages) ranged be-
tween 21 and 37 years, the arith-
metic mean — the sum of indi-
vidual ages divided by the total
number of brides -- being 29
years. The corresponding figures
for the grooms were 22 lo 32
years, averaging at 28,

As compared to 22 Bombay
births enumerated in this issue,
there were 94 deaths in the
month of July. The major killer
was heart disease claiming 31
patients of whom 11 were above
the age of 80. Fourteen victims
fell prey to pneumonia and lung

discase and 10 to old age and
general debility. Diabetes took
the lives of eight patients while
four victims each succumbed to
cancer, stroke and hypertension.
The other killers were liver dis-
ease (three), bronchitis and kid-
ney failure (two each). Urinary
infection, accident, diarrhoea,
septicemia, drowning, brain dis-
ease, nervous disorder, uremia,
bums, hypoproteinemia (defi-
cient protein in the blood plasma
caused by dietary deficiency or
excessive excretion), gastroen-
teritis and asthma were the iso-
lated cases registered last month.
In the case of one death, the
coroner's report was still pend-
ing, Three youths, aged 30, 31
and 34 years were lost to the
community as alse a stllbom
baby boy. Ninety-four was the
highest age at death.

The data on births, marriages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
various newsletters and
anjumans in India and abroad,
courts and hospitals. This infor-
mation is not always complete
or consistent. In the breakup of
deaths, according to illnesses,
specially of the elderly, death is
often due 10 a combination of
several diseases.

If readers have amy births/
marriagesfdeaths they would
like published, some proof 1o
ensure the veracity of the report
would be required. We are sure
our readers would appreciate this
requirement and cooperate with
us.

BOMBAY

Born

A girl to Ameeta and Rohinlon
Marfatia on July 1, 1991

A girl to Dilnawaz and Jamshed
Karanjia; July 5

A girl to Avan and Naval
Oonwalla; July 7

A boy o Maharukh and Farokh
Dadachanji; July 8

A girl o Behroz and Eddie
Pherozshaw; July 9

A boy to Tanaz and Cawas
Billimoria; July 10

A boy 1o Gool and Zarir
Udwadia; July 10

A girl to Dinaz and Homiyar
Aibara; July12

A boy 1o Leena and Dinshaw
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Contractor; July 13

A girl 1o Farangis and
Keghobadi Rahmarbads; July 13
A girl to Farida and Percy
Parekh; July 14

A boy o Dilnavaz and Rohinton
Engineer; July 15

A girl, Priyanka, to Hufrish and
Vispi Balaporia; July 16

A boy 1o Farida and Fram
Dhondy; July 16

A boy to Shenaz and Rohinton
Parakh; July 17

A girl o Zarcen and Darius
Kotwal, July 20

A boy to Lata and Jal Tangri;
Tuly 23

A girl to Firoza and Sharukh
Khan; July 24

A boy to Behroze and Kurush
Billimoria; July 25

A boy to Maharukh and Percy
Dalal, July 25

A girl 10 Huffrish and Hor-
muzda Davar; July 25

A boy to Navaz and Eric Dustur;
July 27

Married

Minakshi Ishwarbhai Mistry
and Firdosh Rohinton Irani;
January 18

Christina F. Arnephie and
Navroze Soli Belihomji;
January 19

Binaifer P. Madon and Rajiv
Lochan Thakur, January 21
Evelyn Virginia Almeida and
Adif Dinshaw Sheriar Irani;
January 29

Triveni Premnarh Karekar
and Feroz Mubarak Patel;
January 21

Ramila Khushalchandra Shah
and Sam Savakshaw Cooper;
February 28

Binaifer Fali Gordon and
Prakash Shyvamlal Devidasani;
March 5

Jennifer Shaw and Lekhraf
Patel, March 14

Seling Ohara and Meher D,
Engineer; March 19

Perin Palanji Nargolia and
MNand Hemandas Israni;
March 19

Mala Balbir Johar and Kersi
Bomi Chavda; March 22
Maya Tikarndas Chandiramani
and Yazdi Behram Mistry,
March 25

Hutoxi Jal Lahewala and
Nauzer Jehangir Nicholson;
April 23

Prochi Badshah and Surender
Bhatia; April 30

Yasmina Gustasp Dordi and
Kersi Meherji Avari; May 23
Ketayoun Faramroz
Behrambkamdin and Kersi Erach
Feuzdar; May 27

Roshni Sorabji Bulsara and
Pahali Eruch Sumariwala;
May 28

Farida Soli Khursigara of
Ahmedabed and Burzin Sam
Fatel of Jamnagar; July 28

Died

Jerbanoe Firoze Ghodawalla
(66), residing at C/16 Malabari
Bldg, New Khareghat Clny,
Hughes Rd, 400007; June 29
Nadir Nusserwanji Toorkey (82),

5, Park Darshan No 1, Opp Lal-
lubhai Park, Andheri (W),
400058; June 30

Chadan Dara Daver (73), Room
no 36, Mulla Manzil, Balaram
St, Grant Rd, 400007; July 2
Dhanjishaw Framroze
Dhanidadona (80), Bhabha
Sanatorium, Band Stand,
Bandra, 400:)50; July 2

Soona Sam Khambata (90), 501,
Sonata, 15/B, Perry Cross Rd,
Bandra, 400050; July 2
MNajamai Madir Tata (89),
Maskati Comer, 37, Altamount
Rd, 400026; July 2

Eruch Pirojshaw Amrolia (67),
P28, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug;
400012; July 3

Piroja Dadi Chinoy (78), Percy
Manor, 791, Jame Jamshed Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;

July 3

Jerbai Ardeshir Mistry (91),
29/B, Sagar Sangeet, 58, Colaba
Rd, 400005; July 3

Homi Savaksha Dolikuka (78),
Amtoobai Blocks, 170/D, 8. V.
Rd, Bandra (W), 400050; July 4
Allahmurad Bamon Khushnami
(65), Dinshaw Hse, 732,
Vimadalal Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 406014; July 4
Pirozbai Mancherji Panthaki
(85), Af16, Alamai Sapurji
Mistry Bldg, Dr Shiredkar Rd,
Parel, 400012 ; July 4

Dinyar Behramji Vimadalal
(53}, 1/2, Shirinbai Banaji Bldg,
Forjeu St, Gowalia Tank,
400036; July 4

Gool Cawasji Naterwalla (74),
B, Wassiamull Bldg, Grant Rd,
400007; July 5

Framroz Nusserwanji Sattha
(87), 759, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; July 5

Keki Dadiba Amroliwalla (48),
759, Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
July 6

Jamasp Ardeshir Dastoor (15),
Af62, Meghdoot, 403, Anand
Ngr, Shivaji Cross Rd, Dahisar,
400068; July 6

Dolat Ratan Sanjana (62), Ef20,
Newroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; July 6

Merwanji Maneckji Sethna (81),
3, Silver Foil, N. Gamadia Rd,
400026; July 6

Alamai Nusserwanji Kelawala
(913, Pf24, Nowroz Baug,
Lalbaug, 400012; July 7

Shera Phiroze Mchia

(78), Mani Mount, 24,






Altarnount Rd, 400026; July 7
Tehmurasp Manchersha
Jangberwala (64), 34T/A,
United Chmbs, Grant Rd,
400007; July 8

Ratansha Khurshedji Shroff (68),

B/3, Bhiwandiwalla Ter, 618,
Dhobitalao, 400002; July 8
Fariz Minoo Vakharia (35),
40/A, Hoshang Baug, Vakola
Masjid, Santa Cruz (E), 400055;
July 8
Rustomji Khurshedji Appoo
(80), F. 5. Parukh Dharam-
shalla, 34, Hughes Rd, 400007;
July 9
Bomanshaw Shapurji Deboo
(56), 12/B, Cawasji Petit Bldg,
Marzban Clny, Gilder Lane,
Tardeo, 400034; July 9
Freny Sorabji Doctor (69), 53,
Pircja Mans, Sir Ratan Tata
Rd, Tardeo, 400034; July 9
Jaloo Phiroze Katpetia (70),
16/B, Sleater Rd, 400007;
July 9
Phiroze Kaikhasru Tantra (73),
141, Wadia St, Tardeo R4,
400034; July 9

" Dadi Edulji Avari (78), New
Khan Bldg, Chikalwadi, Grant
Rd, 400007; July 10

Aloo Ardeshir Bastani (61),
3/18, A. H. Wadia Baug, Parel
Tank Rd, 400033; July 10
Phirozshaw Edulji Billimoria
(67), 7, Rustom Baug, Yictoria
Rd, Byculla, 400027; July 10
Cawas Bheramji Chhar (60),
7/A, B Block, Old Wadia Bldg,
Chandanwadi, 400002; July 10
Boman Sheriar Irani (68), 14,
Pankaj Mhl, Churchgate Recl,
400020; July 11

Dhanjisha Ardesher Bharucha
(86), B, Mancher Manzil, 35/C,
Jairaj Lane, 400008; July 12
Nergesh Bomanji Mistry (65),
315/A, Ishrat Chmbs, Grant
Rd, 400007; July 12

Freddon Phirojsha Antia (88),
16/A, Govind Nivas, Altamount
Rd, 400026; July 13

Eddie Rustomji Dastoor (71), 5,
Alkash Ganga, 89, Bhulabhai
Desai Rd, 400026; July 13
Naval Dara Marshall (85),
Rock Land, Malcolm Baug,
Jogeshwari{W), 400102;

July 13

Hormusjee Framji Mehta (87),
Dr Dossibai AJR.D. Charity
Trust Home, Masina Hosp
Comp, Byculla, 400027; July 13

Rati Dadi Mehta (73), Banoo
Mans, 619, Jame Jamshed Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
July 13

Perin Framji Mogal (80), 4/18,
A. H. Wadia Baug, Parel Tank
Rd, 400033; July 13

Raty Framroz Pavri (88),

Band View, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; July 14

Jal Kaikhasroo frani (84), 11,
Pocja Apt, Perry Cross Rd,
Bandra, 400050; July 15
Jamshed Khodadad Irani (67),
15, Vijaya Bhuwan, 44, Proctor
Rd, Grant Rd, 400007; July 15
Kaikhushru Behramyji Irani
(85), 31/32, Shanti Vila,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari (W),
400102; July 15

Homi Dinshawji Patel (76), 52,
Wipata Hse, Bomanji Lane,
For, 400001; July 15

Behram Ratanji Ukhaji (65),
C/lo R. K. Dastoor, H. B. Wadia
Atash Bahram, Princess St,
400002; July 15

Minoo Dhunjishaw Kapadia
(81), Bhatia Co-op Hsg Soc,
Princess St, 400002; July 16
Nariman Burjorji Kapadia (90),
102, Valentina, N. Gamadia Rd,

400026; July 16

Baby boy of Dinaz Rohinton
Amrolia (stillbom), P-28/B,
Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug, 400012;
July 17

Roshan Sam Bhathena (52),
C/23, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; July 17

Mani Dara Contractor (79),
Malabar Mans, 37, Garden Rd,
Apolle Recl, 400019, July 17
Roosi Burjorjee Panthakee (67),
13, Wadia Bldg, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, 400014; July 17

Hoshie Jalejar Deboo (47), 32,
Sir Ratan Tata Blocks, Parel
Tank Rd, 400012; July 18
Nariman Naoroji Sukhidas (82),
Af4, Sanjana Bldg, Forjett Hill
Rd, 400036; July 18
Soonamai Pirojshah
Behramkamdin (89), 3, Albless
Bldg, 266, Thakurdwar Rd,
400002; July 19

Dhunmai Bujorji Jithra (30),
Banaji Bldg, Forjett St Cross
Lane, 400036; July 19
Kaikhushroo Ardeshir Master
(94), Sakseria Sadan, Napean
Sea Rd, 400026; July 19
Najamai Rustomji Sethna

{88), M/12, Cusrow Baug,

For NRI Parsee
taking TR to Poona.
Newly established
small business for
sale with orders on
hand. Discussion only
with suitable sales
personality, age 35.
Also disposing
residence and office
1,000 sq ft midway
camp and city near
KEM Hospital.
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Pune 411040
Tel 671148
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5. B. Rd, 400039; July 19
Banoobai Eruchshaw
Siganporia (72), P8, Nowroz
Baug, Lalbaug, 400012; July 19
Khorshed Navroji Hozaar (807,
609, Siganpori Bldg, Girgaum
Rd, 400002; July 20

Najamai Jamshedji Mistry (90},
4, Readymoney Bldg, 784/B,
M. Joshi Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; July 20

Jalamai Behramsha Talavia
(68), D/1, Bhatia Co-op Soc
Bldg, 5. Gandhi Marg, 400002;
July 20

Dinshaw Cawas Wadia (88),
F/1, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; July 20

Najan Dadabhoy Daruvala
(78), La Fleur, Plot no 154, 30th
Rd, T.P.S. III, Bandra, 400050;
July 21

Framroze Ardeshir Katpitia
(89), 5/5, Rustom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byculla, 400027;
July 21

Allamai Kaikhushra Mistry
(81), Sethna Bldg, M.M.C. Rd,
Mahim, 400016; July 21
Fakirji Maneksha Mobedji (85),
689, Sethna Bldg, Dinshaw
Master Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; July 21

Goolbai Phirojsha Moos (93),
1, Gooldhan Abad, 5. V. Rd,
Jogeshwari (W), 400102;

July 21

Mehernosh Ratansha Bhesania
(31}, Petit Sanatorium, Kemps
Comer, 400036; July 23

Sehra Kaikhushru Gandhy (87),
Meherabad, Tuhu Koliwada,
Sanga Cruz (W), 400054;

July 23

Aloo (Aimai) Hormasji Karanjia
{91), 8, Henry Bldg, Sleater Rd,
400007; July 23

Jal Phirozsha Shroff (75), 40,
Raja Ram Mohan Rd, 400004;
July 23

Shirin Homi Bilimoria (93),
Maison Belvedere, M. Karve
Rd, 400020,

July 24

Meherji Hormusji Ghadiali (85),
18, Sai Darshan, 99, August
Kramii Marg, 400036;

July 24

Hirabai Jehangir Engineer (91),
Talukdar Bldg, Marzban Clny,
Dr Nair Rd, 400011; July 25
Minocher Rustomji Kapadia
(81), 1, Shalimar Bldg, 216,
Netaji Subhash Rd, 400020,
July 25

Mani Jehangirji Mirza (T1),
241, Tara Manzil, Dhobitalao
Lane, 400002; July 25
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Percy Shavaksha Taraporewala
(43), D/14, Chand Soc,

Juhu Church, 400049;

July 25

Framroze Naoroji Dandiwalla
(80), A, Gool Mhl, Sleater Rd,
400007; July 26
Nariman Rustomji Mistry (78),
15/A, Row Bglw, Jesal Park,
Bhayander (E), 401105;

July 26
Adi Jalejar Pastakia (30),

C/o R. K. Dastur, H. B. Wadia
Atash Bahram, Princess St,
400002; July 26
Dinshaw Mehrwanji Cooper
(70), 8, Lady Navajbai Tata
Bldg, §. V. Rd, Bandra,
400050; July 27

Kolah Shiavax Bamji (74), 9,
Khareghat Clny, Hughes Rd,
400007; July 28

Ferdoon Maneksha Mehta (90),
Vevai Villa, 686, Khareghat Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;

July 28

Framroze Hormusji Pavri (63),
Marine Chmbs, Above Marine
Restaurant, New Marine Lines,
400020; July 28

Roshan Burjor Jussawalla (72),
18, Gamadia Bldg, Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo Rd, 400007,

July 29

Tehmurasp Erachshaw
Sachinwalla (78), Saidunissa
Bldg, Sleater Rd, 400007;

July 29

Jerbango Framroze Umrigar
(73), G-2{7, Shapur Baug, V. P.
Rd, 400004; July 29

Khorshed Sorabji Bhagar (87),
Dhunbai Villa, Dhunbai Wadi,
Trla Lane, Vile Parle (W),
400056; July 30

Cawasji Nusserwanji Cooper
(88), Polson Bldg, 731,

Parsi Ciny, Dadar, 400014,
July 30

Banoo Framroze Patel (T2),
A7, Mehta Bldg, Captain Clny,
Tardeo, 400034;

July 30

Kaikhushroo Rustom Surti (83),
Dhanu Bldg, Dr Ambedkar Rd,
Parel, 400012; July 30

Shirin Maneckshaw Elavia
(70}, Bhabha Sanatorium,
Bandra, 400050; July 31
Darabsha Nasserwanji
Patrawalla (70), 9, Albless
Bldg, Chikalwadi, Grant Rd,
400007; July 31

CALCUTTA

Born

A girl, Mehernaz, 10 Daular and
Firdause Jilla; July 15

Died

Kuma Dorab Mogrelia, mother
of Rusi, Phireze and Burjor;
July 12

POONA

Died

Freny Kaikusroo Irani (85), 21,
Sasson Rd, 411001; July 9
Minocher Ardeshir Thanewala
(803, Irani Hse, Goga St, Fort,
Eombay, 400001; July 24
Khorshed Homi Cooper (46),
/D, Madi Clny, Synagogue
St 411001; July 26

Boman Sheryar frani (50),

5, Meher Apts, Sachapir St,
411001; July 31

SURAT

Died

Hillamai Darabshaw Dudhwala
(75), Vakil St, Shahpore,
395003; July 13

Najamai Burjorji Dastur (93),
Lam Agiary, Maachli Pith,
395003; July 19

Hoshang Khodabux Baliwala

(82), Saraswati Apt,
Athwalines, 395001; June 20
Jamshed Narijman Mistry (63),
Gam Amroli, Dist Surat,
395003; July 22

Hirji Jamaspji Kudianiwalla
(73) Gam Vesu,Dist Surar,
395003; July 2d

KARACHI

Died

Freny Darabsha Variava (68);
June 4

Rustom Meherwanji Mondi
(67); June 11

Jamshed Hormuzsha Wania
(62); June 18

Jamshed Eruchcha Malbari
(62); June 24

Naja Pirojsha Sarkari (83);
June 27

TOTALS (for this Issue)
Births: Boys 11, Girls 11
Marriages: Parsi 5
Intercommunal 13
Deaaths: 111

Compiled by Roxans H. Kaka
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IN MEMORIAM

Slll:lli:
revived a
lost lore

Arnavaz S. Mama

“He wrote the entire manuscript in his
own hand and himself typed out over
1,700 pages, all over a period of 16
years... He achieved his ambition of res-
urrecting Iran for the benefit of all Eng-
lish knowing people the world over for
all (time) to come,” noted the resolution
adopted at the condolence meeting
jointly convened by the K. R. Cama Ori-
ental Instiute (KRCOI), the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet, The Oriental Heritage
Trust, the India-Iran Cultural Society, the
Iran League, the Athornan Mandal and
the Rahnumae Mazdayasnan Sabha to
mourn the death of Dr Bahman Surti (74)
in Secunderabad on March 21, 1991,

Twenty years ago, after retiring as the
additional director of the medical and
health services of the Government of
Andhra Pradesh, principal of the Gandhi
Medical College and superintendent of
the Government Maternity Hospital in
Hyderabad, he began to translate the Shah
Namah's 55,994 extant couplets from the
Persian of Firdaosi into 20th century Eng-
lish prose. Throughout, he took “the ut-
most care to maintain the same idiom of
expression as in the original Persian,” as
he noted in the preface to the seven-vol-
ume edition. The travail overlaid the har-
ried obstetric demands of a practising gy-
necologist.

The achievement was acknowledged
by the Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian
Anjumans of India with its 1987 award
for excellence in Zoroastrian scholarship,
conferred on Surti in Bombay in Septem-
ber 1988. In November 1989 the
Maishapoor Foundation of Tehran, Iran,
which is involved in promoting cultural,
historical and literary activities of the an-
cient Iranian and Zoroastrian civiliza-
tions, also recognized Surti's epic effort
with an award.

“Bahman was a great gentleman and
a great scholar... He did so much to re-
vive interest in the motherland and the
language,” noted well-known jurist Nani
Palkhivala who presided over the condo-
lence meeting at the KRCOI's Library
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Hall on April 30, 1991. *1990 was de-
clared by UNESCO as the Year of
Firdaosi. Bahman Surti lived through that
year and had the deep satisfaction of
knowing that the world recognized
Firdaosi as one of its epic poets,” he
added. Palkhivala recalled how he had
met Surti 50 years ago in Hyderabad and
had had a long chat. “He was steeped in
Farsi literature and loved it.. He be-
lieved Farsi was the sweetest language
the world has ever known.” Palkhivala
remembered the deep emotion with which
Surti had recited the poems of Sadi,
Hafeez and Firdaosi.

“He typed himself, rcad the proofs
himself, financed the printing himself,”
added Capt Hormuzdiar Desai, joint hon-
orary secretary of the KRCOI, while ac-
knowledging Surti’s gift of his entire col-
lection of Persian literature to the
KRCOI library. Asked the venerable
homeopath Sarosh Wadia, “How do we
perpetuate his memory? Merely passing
resolutions is not enough.”

Murzban Giara, the computer profes-
sional who “shared a dream (with Surti)
that the younger generation and the
world should have a chance to know (the
Shak Namah)" recalled how “nobody
even noticed Surti” as he sought help to
publish the labor of a lifetime. Calling the
doctor “a simple, gentle, humble human
being” who lived up to his name — Bah-
man, the good mind — Giara reminisced
about the “perfect rapport” that existed
between them, undisturbed by any gen-
eration gap despite a 30-year difference
between their ages.

A message from the Iranian Islamic
Republic’s consul general Ali Zali was
read oul in the original Persian by consul
Mohammad Reza Alirezai Abyaneh, fol-
lowed by the translated version. Thank-
ing industrialist Sorab Godrej and the
Parsi community for the invitation to
address the meeting, Zali took “the op-
portunity to throw light on the unbroken
bonds of unity between Iranians and Par-
sis... Despite being away for years, you
are most sincere about the homeland and
have helped Iran at the time of the earth-
quake.” Zali extended an invitation to the
community to visit Iran, “see the develop-
ments, visit religious places...”

A condolence message to the family
from principal Ms Lily Ebener, the staff
and students of the Gandhi Memoral
College noted, “We cherish his memory,

=5k 2t
Surti: steeped in Farsi literature

especially his profound knowledge, his
subtle humor and impeccable manners.”
Surti has bequeathed his collection of
books on medicine to the College.

The Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman of
Secunderabad and Hyderabad (PZASH)
wrote Ms Khorshed Surti a condolence
letter but did not summon a condolence
meeting or pass a resolution. (Surti had
been a trustee of PZASH. The anjuman
connection ended at the time of the last
presidential election when Surti felt that
his candidature had been sidctracked.) It
remained for five members of the general
body of the Anjuman to join together to
hold a condolence meeting at the Bai Pi-
rojbai Chenoy Hall on June 23, 1991.
Convener Burjor Batliwala, at the outset
of the meeting, recorded the cooperation
of Dr (Ms) Rashida Patel, Dr E. Re-
porter, Kuman Reporter and Sohrab Dit-
tia and noted that the meeting had no
connection whatsoever with any local
organization. Several individuals paid
tribute to the doctor’s many fine qualities.
“Most speakers regretted not having
known and appreciated Dr Surti's serv-



ices during his lifetime,” notes a press re-
lease forwarded to Parsiana by Ms Ros-
han D. Chinoy. It was suggested at the
meeting that an amount should be set
aside for scholastic purposes in memory
of Surti — an idea supperied by PZASH
president Bazun Dittia. Another sugges-
tion to include Surti’s name in all relig-
ious ceremonies at the three fire-temples
in the Twin Cities was declined as the
meeting had not been summoned either
by the trustees of the fire-temples or the
managing committee of FZASH. -

Surti had also authored a booklet,
Thus Spake Zarathushtra, published by
the Sri Ramakrishna Math of Madras and
contributed articles on Mazdayasna, yoga
and Hindu philosophy to Vedanta Kesari,
the Math’s monthly magazine.

Mot one to bandy his opinions but
forthright in his answer to questions, Surti
had maintained a liberal stance. In an in-
terview with Parsizna in 1988, Surti had
refused to “condemn men or women 1o
spinsterhood because they do not find
suitable (partners within) their own com-
* munity.” And he was proud of his Swiss
son-in-law and had had his grandson initi-
ated into the Zoroastrian faith in a well
attended navjote in Secunderabad.

It was an article of faith with the vege-
tarian doctor — Surti believed that the
devil had appeared in the form of a cook
to lure good people into meat eating —
that a healthy mind could only function
from a healthy body, the right diet and
exercise providing the key.

Surti’s father Sohraab, a surgeon, had
cherished a copy of the Shah Namah in
Persian as a family heirloom, reading out
a few couplets every day to his wife
Naazaan and son Bahman. Reading the
epic, in the original, from his teen years,
Surti was imbued with a love of the lan-
guage as exemplified also in the Sofi po-
etry of Omar Khayyam, Hafeez and J.
Rumi. He was also conscious that “it was
Firdaosi and his Shah Namah which in-
stilled a spirit of fervent nationalism that
maintained intact (the Persian) language,
culture and civilization and saved Iran
from losing its identity and becoming an
Arab state unlike all other countries over-
run by Arabs such as Egypt, Byzantium,
Syria, Babylon."

Surti believed the Shak Namah 1o be
“a faithful record of the kings of Iran right
from the very beginning up to the last
ruler of the Sassanian dynasty, Emperor
Yazdgurd II1... 10.9 percent of the epic
(consists of) sermons on the greatness and
goodness of God (and) proclaims that life
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is one perpetual struggle between the
forces of good and evil and that the one
and only God wants us always to be on
the side of the forces of good by the strict
observance of righteous thoughis...
words... deeds...

“Firdaosi (had) pointed out the tragedy
resulting from resorting to violence be-
fore thinking calmly and cooly over the
consequences of an impulsive deed. As
example he holds before us the world
champion Rustam who was the protector
of Iran against the evil rulers of Tooraan.
He was so bent upon slaying Tooraanian
knights in single combats or massed
baitles...that he did not wait to recognize
his own son Sohraab... It was a case of
*kill in haste and repent at leisure.™

Surti’s one regret was that by his work
he deprived his wife of the help and pleas-
ures that were due to her. “The entire
burden of bringing up my beloved chil-
dren, son Mavzar and davghter Rati, in-
cluding their education, fell on her with-
out any help from me. The expenditure
involved in the preparation of the type-
wrilten manuscripts of the translation de-
prived (them) of a corresponding amount
of money which they could have usefully
spent owards their necessitics as well as
luxuries.” Thus Surti acknowledged “her
innate nobility and generosity” in the
preface.

Surti is survived by his wife Khorshed,
son Navzar and daughter Rati Puz Surti.

Nariman’s
economic era

Died: Fali K. F. Nariman, 80, eminent
economist and reputed banker, referred to
as the “Father of Union Bank™ on January
30, 1991 following complications arising
from a paralytic stroke which led to his
being in a comatose condition for many
months thereafier.

“In the quarter of a century that he-

presided over the destiny cf the Union
Bank of India (UBI) he raised it from a
Bank with just three branches (under the
managing agency of Central Bank of In-
dia) to a forefront bank with over 800
branches — and that too in an era when
there were no compulsions on banks to
open branches here, there and every-
where,” noted Phiroze Gutta who suc-
ceeded him as chairman of UBIL. “He
fully supported social control but he was
not keen on state ownership of banking

for he foresaw politicization of banking
if it was nationalized,” Guita added.

Firm and decisive he was, yet rarely
given to dominating people around him,
Gutta remembered. Instead, he set an
example to others by his own example,
recalls Limji Mistry, former general man-
ager of UBL. As head of the commiltee
appointed by the ministry of finance
formulate the Lead Bank Scheme, MNari-
man himself volunteer2d to take over a
few of the most backward districts in Ut-
tar Pradesh for development by the Bank.

Starting as a junior officer and retiring
as custodian after a stint as chairman, he
was viewed as the “Father of Union
Bank," recalls Mistry.

There are additionally other financial
institutions that gained from Nariman's
expertise: He was deputy chairman of the
Indian Banks' Association, founder di-
rector of the Agricultural Finance Corpo-
ration Ltd, on the board of the Industrial
Finance Corporation of India, head of the
different working and steering groups ap-
pointed by the Reserve Bank of India to
deal with specialized subjects like unse-
cured advances and financing of small
scale industries...

After his retirement from the banking
scene, Nariman served as director of sev-
eral companies, notable among which are
Mahindra and Mahindra Lid, Mafadal
Dyes and Chemicals Ltd, The Victoria
Mills Ltd, the Navsari Cotton and Silk
Mills Lid. During the 15 years he served
as chairman and five as director of the
Mavsari Cotton and Silk Mills “his sense
of fiscal discipline and his judgment of
people” were remarkable, according 1o
Rosal Mehta, present chairman of the
company. Equally long was Nariman's
tenure with Mahindra and Mahindra
where he was director for nearly 20 years.
“Despite  his financial skills, Mr
Nariman's real interest lay in monitoring
and nurturing the human wealth of the
organization. His prime concem was that
careers should be planned and succession
be arranged with smoothness and effi-
ciency. As anatural consequence, he was
a mentor 1o many,” recalls Anand Mahin-
dra, deputy managing director of Mahin-
dra and Mahindra.

“Until recently, a curious figure
could be seen every day around 1 p.m.
with comforting regularity wending his
way from Gateway Building at Apollo
Bunder (where the Mahindra office is
situated) to the Taj Mahal Hotel
Dressed in a three-piece all-wool suit
topped by a Homburg hat, F. K. F. Nari-
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Nariman: fiscal discipline

man would defy the tropical temperature
in order to preserve his way of life. That
was the kind of man he was — stubborn
to a fault when it came to defending his
convictions. It was this quality along
with his wisdom and expericnce that en-
deared him to all those who were privi-
leged to know him,” Mahindra continued.

It was left to Jashwant Thacker, senior
partner in the legal firm Mulla and Mulla
and Craigie, Blunt and Caroe, lo remi-
nisce of Nariman as “a first class crick-
eler... Fali represented the Parsis in the
Pentangular matches and also played for
Bombay in the Ranjit Trophy Tourna-
ment. He was an excellent all-rounder
and batted and bowled lefi-handed... the
late Mr Vijay Merchant and Fali Nariman
were the tormenting twins during their
college days (at) Sydenham College.”

His sporting spirit extended to his pro-
fessional life. As notes Guuta, “Like the
tru¢ sportsman that he was, he never
grudged a personal defeat or disadvantage
as long as it was fairly meted out o him
or his organization... To Fali, authenticity
prevailed over conformity.”

The economist is survived by his wife
Nargis, .and daughters Daulat Jaiswal,
Ayesha Patel and Pheroza Bilimoria,

Parinaz Gandhi
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Rustamji:
practising and
preaching law

Died: Rustam Faramurz Rustamiji, 82,
freedom fighter and former advocate of
the Supreme Court of India whose treatise
on labor law served as a valuable refer-
ence work on the subject, on February 10,
1991 following cardiac arrest.

His legal acumen carned him acclaim
as an advocate, popularity as a professor
teaching at the Law College, Nagpur,
and respect as legal adviser to the Nagpur
Municipal Corporation. His forte espe-
cially was labor legislation and his book
on the subject, Law of Industrial Dis-
putes, wherein he analyses the fundamen-
tal principles governing labor laws in In-
dia, was considered a work indispensable
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Rustamji: would incite students to rebel

to lawyers, judges, industrialists, trade
unionists, workmen and others. “The
book assumed special importance in view
of India’s policy... to achieve industriali-
zalion in a socialist pattern of society,”
notes a write-up on Rustamiji.

His role in the freedom struggle was
“1o incite students 10 rebel against the
British rulers,” remembers a family

source. “It is the duty of all Indians to
join hands and to work together to make
India united, independent and strong,”
wrote Rustamji in his book India and the
Parsees. He further called on the Parsis
to “throw in their lot with the forces of
nationalism; for then, our children — who
are hostages to posterity — will find that
in the India of tomorrow they will not be
looked down upon as those who stood in
the way of India’s progress towards
swaraj.”

“He was extremely keen on joining
politics and yet shied away when opportu-
nities came his way. [ still don't know
why,” reminisced Jal Gimi, director at
the Nagpur University’s Department of
Busingss Management, in a condolence
letter to the family. “I am sure if he had
balanced his life adequately between the
legal profession and political activities he
would have become a political force to
reckon with,” Gimi continued.

A graduate in arts and law from the
Nagpur University, Rustamji is known to
have been a fine orator and debater since
his college days in Nagpur. Among those
whom he inspired to take to debating was
Gimi who remembered representing the
Nagpur University along with Rustamji's
brother Khusro. (Only a few days prior
to Rustamji's death, Khusro was con-
ferred the Padma Vibhushan.) Another
consuming interest that began in his
younger days was his collection of an-
tique Chinese porcelain. Making his first
purchase at the age of 17 at Bombay's
Chor Bazar, the curios in his possession
constituted one of the best private collec-
tions in India, mentions his daughter Per-
veez Aggarwal,

Rustamji was conversant with Zoroas-
trian ideology yet opted for cremation.
“Every man shall have it in his power 1o
earn merit or demerit in this as well as in
the next world by means of his own ac-
tions, good or evil,” was the doctring he
professed.

Happy to recount the success stories of
Parsis, Rustamji added, “It is a misfor-
tune of the Parsis that at present they have
no front-rank leaders amongst them and,
as a community, they do not play that part
in public life and politics which might be
expected of them... There are those how-
ever who realize that the community can-
not live forever on its reputation nor must
it expect to live forever under the shadow
of the British empire.”

Rustamji is survived by his wife Parin,
and davghters Perveez Aggarwal and
Ruksana Mehta. PG



“Now here's the new sensation in dental care.’
“What, a toothpaste?”
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“Sinclova-5?"
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Strengthens gums. Prevents staining of teeth.”
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Drape a saree designed by

Naju Daver

and watch those heads turn!

Select a sequinned
or hand-embroidered
Naju Daver Creation, and
make your special
moments memorable!
Sarees artistically executed
to suit individual
choice & budget

Contact

Naju Daver
Crown Mansion
% 2nd Floor
6-B, Forjett Cross Lane
i Sai Baba's Mandir Lane
gl Bombay 400036
U Tel 3866052, 3862640
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Miss Mehr Jesia, Miss India 1986, wearing a ‘Gara’ made by Naju Daver
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