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In Memoriam
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READERS’ FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community
and should be sent to the Editor,
Readers” Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O.
Box 892, Bombay 400 001. Letters are
subject to editing for reasons of space
and clarity.

Head for Australia

While I admit that our adopted country
BErat is riddled with corruption, infla-
tion and all other vices, | must say
Kurush Billimoria's advice 1o Zoroastri-
ans o0 migrate to Australia (Readers’
Forum, Parsigna, January [1983) is
improper. There is hardly any country
in the world which is not infested with
one or the other stigma ol vices.

In our country of adopuion. there
are opportunities in every economic
sphere. The Indian government allows
relief in taxation and other benefits and
facilitics to all thosc interested in engag-
ing themselves in industry. Of course, |
must say for the white collar gentries
secking jobs, the position is rather diifi-
cult.

Because of my close study of the com-
parative ¢conomic condition of people
in many countries of the world, from the
viewpoint of the daily necessities of life,
India is still the cheapest country.
Therefore, our youngsters will be well
advised to stay in our country of adop-
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tion and work hard in which case their
prosperity is assured.
R.% RUSTOMMN

The Fate of the Federation
I refer 1o the article “The Fate of the
Federanon' ( Parsiana, December 1982).
There can be no two opinions on the
absolute necessity of an apex body capa-
ble of speaking on behall of all the Parsi
Zoroastrians of India.

Whether that apex body (call it the
Federation or by any other name) will
project the so-called orthodox or pro-
gressive viewpoints will depend upon
the consensus of the viewpoint of the
community in different parts of the
country, as reflected by their Anjumans.
In any event. the Bombay Parsi Pun-
chayet will continue to enjoy a domi-
nant position,

The “Threat to Religion™ bogey has
been raised often enough in the past to
thwart all change, and should be treated
with the contempt it deserves,

And finally, doesnt mere name-
calling, coupled with a refusal to even sit
together and debate the difficult issues
facing the community, reflect a paucity
of truth?

E I BHARUCHA

Racial Harakiri

The number of young Parsis both boys
and girls, marrying outside the com-
munity is alarmingly large. Taking a
random count of several recent mar-
riages one finds that perhaps 50 percent
of several families have married outside
the community. The trend is similar for
Parsis residing in Bombay or other
towns in India or abroad.

At this rate we are surely heading for
what one can call ‘racial harakiri’, and
this will positively hasten the extinetion
of our small but no less significant com-
munity.

When our forefathers left their homes
in Iran they sacrificed all they possessed
only Lo preserve our noble faith, Their
descendants in India faced many  trials
and tribulations but, by their abiding
faith, the little Mazdavasnian flame
endured over 1300 years of vicissitudes.
Should we let this precious flame flicker
now?

What makes voung Parsis stray away
from the community in search of mar-
riage partners? Why are we failing to
inculcate a sense of belonging in them?
Is it due to the economic decline of the

community? Or are we bringing them
up in an environment where, over-
whelmed by exposure to a westernised
culture and with little or no indoctrina-
tion in their own faith and heritage they
easily lose their moorings?

These and other such issues concern
us as they are very vital to the existence
and well-being of our community. There
nceds to be an open debate on the sub-
Jjeet to bring these issues to the forefront.
Would some readers like to respond ?

ADN ENGINEER
Kanpur

Menstrual Customs

Though a universal custom of old, the
menstrual period has been a strict reli-
gious observance amongst the Parsis,

In the Vendidad Chapter XVI, it is
said, “The observance of seclusion dur-
ing menses in a scparate place has been
in vogue from time immemorial (the
porivetkeshi or prehistorical age). Such
a place should be an unfrequented part
of the house.™

The Arabs of old observed a similar
custom. Their women during menses
have 1o stay in a separate hut or tent.
Even at present certain classes of
Mohammedans have been observing
this custom in one form or another.

The menstrual discharge invites bac-
terial invasion of the body, as well as
susceptibility to the mischievous influ-
ence of evil spirits and magicians leading
to loss of self-control (character) and
mental or psychic damage.

It is such unclean states of the body
that the Zoroastrian and other great
religions warn its followers to avoid by
cleanliness of the body and of the sur-
roundings without which pravers too
become void or less effective and evil
influences (of low spirits of the dead or
living, like magicians and spiritualists)
cause damage mental, physical or
spiritual.

The first scientific approach towards
the clucidation of the truth of this age-
old beliel was shown, as far as records
go, by Prof. B. Schick who first pub-
lished his investigation in 1920, He was
led to investigate by an incident in his
laboratory. A grateful patient of his
presented lim with a fresh bouquet of
fMlowers which he handed over to his
maid to be put into a vase in the room. It
was soon discovered that the flowers
had faded unusually soon. The maid
explained that she had always observed
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that Nowers handled by her during her
menses withered very soon. This led him
to investigate this influence of the men-
strual state, and he found some sort of
toxin in the red blood cells of the maid,
but not in the plasma. He asked her to
wear glovesand touch the flowers, and it
was found that the gloves had protected
the flowers from her menstrual influ-
ence, which consequently maintained
their freshness. He thus came to'the con-
clusion that some toxin is normally
excreted by the skin duripg the menses
by the sweat or sebaceous glands which
has a toxic influence on living things
when touched.

This led to a more critical investiga-
tion at the John Hopkins University
Laboratory by Messrs. Macht and
Lobin (the latter a well-known woman
investigator), who in order to avoid the
criticism levelled against Schick for in-
vestigating the effect of a menstruating
woman on cut {lowers i.e..dying or dead
tissue, investigated it on living, intact
seedlings and plants. They found a toxin
in the various body fluids of a men-
struating woman which they named
‘menotoxin,’ They came to the following
conclusion — (i) Menotoxin occurs in
large quantities premenstrually or just
before and during the first few days of
menstruation. (ii) Its presence is shown
by its inhibitory effect on the growth of
roots and stems of living seedlings and
yeast; by its blighting effect on cut row-
ers: by its distorting effect on the geo-
tropic {(direction of growth) properties
of the seedlings.

*The results were so constant that the
authors could, without mueh difficulty,
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Borivli Agiary Plan

A= the Parsi population of Bombay
shilts from the congested, expensive
core of the city to the relative calm ool the
suburbs. they feel the need for religious
institutions in their new neighbourhood.

“The only factor that is found lacking
amongst the far away suburbians is (an)
Agiary, the link which can build the
scattered Parsis together,” notes the 15
January newsletter of the Borivli &
Suburban Zoroastrian Association.

“With the commutation problem get-
ting worse day by day it becomes a prob-
lem for the kids and Tor the old and
leeble to go as far as Bombay to oller
prayers or perform certain religious
ceremonies ... the distance and the diffhi-
culties encountered in transportation
can result in comparative isolation.”
states PR, Mulla. honorary seeretary of
the Association,

“Members ol our Association think
that this problem can be solved il an
Agiary is consecrated in Borivli, which
15 the foremost need of the day lor the
Suburbians...

“vhen Fam talking of an Agiary letn
be niade clear that we are not channeling
our efforts for setting up of a new
Agiary. knowing [ully well the difficul-
ties associated with it...

“*Many of the Parsi-Mohallas to-day
are in a dilapidated state and some that
exist to-day are Mohallas minus Par-
sees, with the result that Agiaries con-
nected with these Mohallas sullered and
arc still sullering to-day... We are work-
ing to bring onc of the existing Agiarics
from Bombay for which negotiations
are going on.

*This is a task which requircs help -
material. mental, moral and monetary,
To begin with, all our Exccutive Com-
mittce members  have contributed
toward this project to meet oul initial
expenses. Some of our members who
have heard about this project cven
before 1t was publicly known have also
come forward 1o mect out the initial
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expenses. And still more heartemng s
the fact that... some Zoroastrians from
Bombay who are not even our mem bors
have also come om with their contribu-
tion levving [ull faith in our undertak-
ing... | would request you 1o pose i
yuestion for voursell whether we Par-
sees residing between Goregaon and
Virar arce justified in asking for the con-
secration of an Agiary in Borivli ornot?
If so. we ask for your good wishes so
that our undertaking be crowned with
success for success attends hard work.”

I'he office bearers ol the association
comprise: Ms D.H. Minocher, presi-
dent, Ms S.A. Cama. vice-president.
P.R. Mulla. honorary sceretary. DUF,
Variava and Ms R.A. Chhoi. joint
honorary secretaries and N.G. Paghdi-
walla, honorary treasurer.

Poona’s Marshall Plan

The Poona Parsi Panchayat's efforts to
house community members received a
great fillip when “Mr. Darius Forbes
{managing director of J.N. Marshall)
very magnanimously offered the munifi-
cent sum of Rs 12.00.000 for the pro-
posed venture to house deserving
Zoroastrians working in his concern on
mutual Terms and Conditions to be
agreed upon.,” notes the Panchayat
newsletter for January 1983,

The trusices thanked “the J.N. Mar-
shall family for their generous offer and
hoped other philanthropic Zoroastrians
will come forward and help augment
these donations.”™ The Panchayat also
intends to approach other trusts and
business houses.

In other news, Dinshaw S. Anklesaria
was unanimously elected president of
the PPP at a meecting held on 4 January
1983, Anklesaria takes over from Ms
Homai Pudumjee who was elected PPP
president a year ago. No reason is menti-
oned in the newsletter for the change.

Ms Pudumijee was the only member
of the previous board of trustees Lo serve
on the new board elected in December

Events and
Personalities

1981 for the 1982-1986 live-year term.

“This is the first time in the history of
the Poona Parst Panchayvat that there
has been a complete change of Board
members save one.” noted the PPP syn-
opsis report for 1982,

lhe present trustees are: Ms Homai
Nusserwanji Pudumjee, Ms Tehmina
Kaikhushroo Grant, Dinshaw Sha-
poorji Anklesaria, Noshir Dossabhai
Kamdin, Minoo Ardeshir lrani, Eruch
Ardeshir Chindhy and Marzban Cur-
setjt Kaikobad.

Malcolm Baug blues

Relations are strained between the resi-
dents of Bombay's suburban Malcolm
Baug and the trustees of the N.M.
Wadia Charities.

“There has been no improvement in
our relationship mainly due to the Trus-
tees of the N.M. Wadia Charities not
wishing to have any transactions with
the Association,” notes the annual
report of the Malcolm Baug Zoroas-
trian Association, Jogeshwari, for the
year ending March 1982

The report for the previous year had
listed the woes of the 1500-resident
baug: “The Residents are aware that
since 1977 we have been making efforts
Lo give to this colony a fair price shop, a
community welfare centre, a children’s
park and a proper library with reading
room. These schemes were communi-
cated to the N.M. Wadia Charities and
discussed with their Secretary on a
number of occasions, but no concrete
reply had been received from them
except that we were orally informed by
one of the Trustees that the scheme for
children's park had been approved by
the N.M. Wadia Charities.

“The Residents of Malcolm Baug had
at their meeting held on 29th Sept, 1980
called upon the Association to approach
the Trustees of N.M. Wadia Charities
individually. Efforts made by the Asso-
ciation as directed by the residents have
not met with any success as the Trustees



of N.M. Wadia Charities chose not to
meet us. In fact in May 1981, over four
vears after the schemes were first pres-
ented, we have received a letter irom
N.M. Wadia Charities informing us that
‘it may be well to state at the outset that
in case any of the schemes is primarily
dependent on allocation of land/ space,
such allocation is not feasible.’ This atti-
tude is indeed regrettable. In other
baugs, the trustees have been farsighted
enough to allow conversion of an unused
bungli (for carrying out the last rites of
the dead) into a Co-op. Store ora Medi-
cal center.

“There are a number of other prob-
lems, small in themselves, but which
assume crisis proportions because they
are allowed to linger on. Some of the
residents face a perennial water problem
on the one hand and gallons of precious
water continue to overflow from the
broken-down tanks of Malcolm Hall on
the other. The N.M. Wadia Charities
donate lakhs of rupees in charities every
year but the charity buildings of Mal-
colm Baug (which consists of 20 build-
ings and 65 bungalows) remain in
disrepair. Some of the roads have been
resurtaced after over 15 years but there
are buildings which remain without any
approach road years after they have
been constructed. Large portions of the
boundary walls continue to be broken
down and trespass continues on an
increasing scale during the day, whilst
the west and south-west open plots of
land are used as a public toilet by the
trespassers. Several large open plots of
land serve mainly as refuse bins instead
of providing much needed land in the
service of the community.

“Cultural programmes organised by
the Association during the year, were
limited to celebration of the Salgreh of
the Adaran. Over the years, the Associa-
tion held many cultural programmes in
Malcolm Hall owned by N.M. Wadia
Charities. The Hall was made available
to us on payment of their regular rent,
Of late however, the use of the Hall has
been denied to the Association. The use
of the Hall was first denied for a pro-
gramme of *Dumb Charades’, Next we
sought to organise a ‘Quiz Contest’,
Some correspondence followed in
which various queries like the nature of
the programme, age groups ol the
members ol our Library, were raised by
the Charities and answered by us. We
were orally told that we could use the
Hall only a couple of days before the
scheduled date. Rather reluctantly, we
had to cancel the programme as it was
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impossible to organise at such short
notice.

“Finally we requested the use of the
Hall for a film show in July 1981 so that
we may enliven a rainy evening. The use
of the Hall was again orally refused.

“The N.M. Wadia Charitics has
chosen not to give any reason for the
above refusals. The only result of this
obstinate attitude is that Malcolm Baug,
which could be a garden colony, wears a
dirty and forlorn look.”

Whatever the differences with the
trustees, the assets of the Association
are, however, in a “better position over
the last five years," the report states. The
assets of the Adaranare Rs 7,05,090 out
of which deposits in the bank are
Rs3,75.097, and those of the Associa-
tion are Rs 69,860.89 out of which fixed
deposits are Rs 53,000, The manage-
ment committee proposes to build up
the Building Sinking Fund to provide
for extensive renovation or rebuilding
of the Adaran building, if necessary, ata
later date.

The managing committee of the Asso-
ciation consists of: E.P. Bharucha, pres-
ident, B.D. Thanawalla, honorary
secretary, M.D. Siodia, joint honorary
secretary, N.5. Kotval, honorary treas-
urer, H.E. Billimoria, F.M. Gotla,
F. Irani. B.J. Fatakia, B.J. Kalyanwalla

and trustees E.H. Marker, F.M. Kot-
wal, EM. Kapadia, H.S. Talati,and
K.P. Divecha.

Designer Fellowship

Eminent interior designers. the late
Piloo Mody and Pila Billimoria, two of
the carliest entrants into the field of
designing in Bombay, were honoured
with a fellowship by the Indian Institute
of Interior Designers last September,

The 450-member organisation estab-
lished in 1972 instituted this fellowship
for the first time in 1982, according to
D.K. Banaji, president of the institute,
but henceforth the fellowship will be
bestowed annually. Both Mody and Bil-
limoria reportedly lauded the institute’s
role in promoting an increasing aware-
ness of the nature of interior designing.

Billimoria “may well be termed as one
of the pioneer Interior Designers in
Bombay, having started his practice in
1941, when not many professionals even
knew what Interior Designing was,”
states an LLLD. write-up. “He has
designed numerous apartments, offices
and banks,” and “for many vears he was
a Design Consultant of Air-India and
the Union Bank and designed many of
their headquarters.”

A student of the London School of

Internationally renowned Hollywood personality Persis Khambatta inauguratea
the fund-raising 10-day ‘Winter Fair’ at the Parsi Gymkhana grounds in Dadar on
January 14. In the foreground is Mithoo Jesia of the Mancherji Edalji Joshi
Memorial Trust Fund. the organisers of the fair. (Photograph courtesy The Daily.)




Interior Decoration, Billimoria was a
member of the Design and Industries
Association of London for several
years, notes the report and is a founder-
member of the institute and one of its
earliest presidents.

Muody established his firm, Mody and
Colgan, in 1953, along with his wife
Vina Colgan, also an architect, accord-
ing to the report. He obtained his Mas-
ter’s degree in architecture from the
University of California, Berkeley, and,
according to his bio-data, was a former
vice-president of the Indian Institute of
Architects and a former member of the
Board of Governors, School of Plan-
ning and Architecture, Delhi.

“He (was) a Member of Parliament,
author of several books, journalist and
president of several organisations
social as well as educational,” notes the
write-up which adds, *His architectural
projects and interior works are too
numerous to relate.”

Minority Panel

A delegation comprising B.K. Boman-
Behram, Ms Perviz F. Dotivala, Adi
Mulla and Adi Chinoy recently met
Gopal Singh, chairman of the high-
powered panel of the Minority
Commission and apprised him of the

Noted Gujarati theatre
personalities Ruby

and Burjor Patel and
other members of

the popular theatrical
troupe Burjor Patel
Productions will
reportedly perform in
Nairobi, Mombasa and
Kisumu. Among the plays
they will perform are

old favourites— Gher
Ghugro Ghotalo, Qogi
Dahapanni Daadh and
Jaldi Kar Koi Joi Jashe
The team includes

Daisy Irani, Dadi Sarkari,
Mukesh, Raval, Bomi,
and Dolly Dotiwala and
Cyrus Dastur with Sam
Kerawala as the technical
man.
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Boman-Behram: Pointing out problems

problems faced by the Parsi commu-
nity.

Boman-Behram informed the Com-
mission chairman that the Parsi
community was not only a minority, but
a microscopic community witha popula-
tion _of less than 92,000 in India and
1.15,000 in the whole world. The
problem common to all was housing,
Boman-Behram said.

Pointing out the obstacles in the
Irban Land Ceiling Act, he clarified
unat the community was not opposed to

concerned about its

the Act, but
administration which caused considera-
ble difficulties. The second problem was
that there was constant interference in
the affairs of schools run by the
community.

The delegation also pleaded for total
exemption to be granted to the com-
munity from the Adoption of Children
Bill which is pending, or else
amendment to clause 14 of the Bill as
proposed by the Parsi Panchayat.

It was also pointed out that the Parsi
Law of Intestate Succession. which
discriminated between a son and a
daughter, required to be reframed.

Singh has assured them that he would
look into all their grievances.

Courtesy The Daily. Janvary 6, 1983,

Outstanding Jaycee

The first-cver lady to win the Outstand-
ing Jaycee of India award is Ms Gool
Ghadiali, immediate past-president of
the Mahalaxmi Jaycees, the first lady
chapter of the Indian Jaycees, according
to a press report.

The Mahalaxmi Jaycees is “a
dynamic organisation of young
women...from all walks of life,” who
believe in the importance of active and
responsible citizenship, notes a souvenir
released in March 1982,

Convinced that “ladies chapters work
at par, in fact better than our regular
male chapters,” Ms Ghadiali, according
to the club’s bulletin, “filed for this
award instead of the usual habit of
ladics filing for the Outstanding Lady
Jaycee Award.”

“It’s been good running and hard
work™ says Ms Ghadiali, a qualified
teacher and practising landscape gar-
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dener referring to her eventful 3-year
membership of this international organ-
isation. in the course of which she has
won several Jaycee awards for public
speaking and participation.

Dental Award

Dr. Keki M. Mistry, a well-known
Bombay orthodontist was awarded a
certificate of merit and a scroll by the
Sri Lanka Dental Association at their
50th anniversary meeting held in Decem-
ber last year, notes a report in the Jam-
e-Jamshed dailly newspaper.,

Mistry addressed the meet on the sub-
ject of ‘Dental health services in deve-
loping countries”,

Select Cadet

Arnaaz Behram Dumasia, a linal year
student of the Lady Shri Ram College in
New Delhi, was awarded the Prime
Mimsters Silver Baton as the best
National Cadel Corp (N.C.C.) cadet in
India recently. notes a report in Lhe
Jam-¢-Jamshed newspaper. *The high-

light of this function wasan invitation to
breakfast at the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence and a tea reception hosted by the
President,” notes the reporl.

Ms Dumasia is also reported to have
won the Gold Medal from Delhi State as
the best Senior Wing Girl Cadet and
“was the first recipient of (the) Silver
cup from the N.C.C. Director General.”

She was also presented a Silver Salver
by the Delhi Parsee Anjuman.

Scoring Success

The conception held by many that Par-
sis are weak in mathematics is proved
wrong by Zahir Fardoon Soonawalla,
who won the first prize and was
adjudged the best student in mathemat-
ics in Bombay at an inter-school mathe-
matics quiz organised by the Nehru
Centre, Nehru Planetarium in
December 1982,

Zahir, a student of the Cathedral and
John Connon School, whose father is
the noted Bombay surgeon Dr Fardoon
P. Soonawalla, also won the “presti-
gious Shrinivasa Ramanujan Memorial
Shicld.” notes a press release. “This 15
the first time that this newly instituted
shield has been awarded and henceforth
it will continue as an annually rotating
trophy.™

In addition, Zahir was awarded the
Best (all-round) Student award by the
Rotary Club of Bombay in February
this year.
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Tithal

Sanatorium:

A Wasted
Asset

12 Parsiana March 1983

The Tithal Sanatorium
in the Bulsar district of
Gujarat whose real
estate value is estimated
by some ataround Rs.40
lakhs stands in ruins.
The four one-storeyed
structures built by

Seth Dhanjibhai
Hirjibhai Patel and his
wife reflect the

present state of affairs.
Community members
have urged the trustees
to either maintain the
sanatorium or permit
Zoroastrians to develop
the property either
for housing or farming.
Photographs by noted
photographer Ashvin
Mehta.
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Bombay Punchayet

Rejoins

THE FEDERATION

By a narrow four to three margin, the
trustees of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
voted to rejoin the Federation of Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjumans of India.

The momentous decision was
announced at a press conference held at
the BPP office on March 11.

“A meeting was held with representa-
tives of some of the major Anjumans in
the month of November 1982 and their
views obtained,” noted the pressrelease.
“In pursuance of the views of these
Anjumans as well as in consultation
with some people who matter in our
Community, the Trustees of the Bom-
bay Parsi Punchayet feel. by a prepond-
erant majority, that itisin the interest of
the Parsi Community of India as a
whole that a Federation should exist. a
Federation that would be strong, repre-
sentative and able to do constructive
work.”

The trustees. however, noted the
rejoining was preconditional on the fol-
lowing points being accepted by the
Federation.

“1) That the Delhi Parsi Anjuman,
which is a society and which presently is
a member of the Federation, must
resign. Inits place, the Delhi Parsi Anju-
man Trust, which is an all-Zoroastrian
body and which looks after the proper-
ties such as the Agiary. Aramgah, elc.,
will be admitied as a member of the
Federation.”

*2) All the subsequent amend-
ments to the Constitution of the
Federation, which have been elfected
after the resignation of the Bombay
Parsi Punchavet, must be rescinded and
the Constitution restored to its original
form, i.e., the status quo ante the resig-
nation of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
from the Federation should be restored.”
“3) To start with. those anjumans, which
were members of the Committee at the
time of our resignation, would also be
reappointed as members of the Commit-
tee.”
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“Furthermore, a Resolution will have
to be passed that the Federation will not
discuss any controversial matters or
propose any change in religious customs, so
as to be binding on the member Anju-
mans, ete, which may create dissension
or hurt the feelings of the community,
and that the Federation will have no
authority to interfere in the internal
affairs of the Punchayet/ Anjuman
members.”

According to the BPP press release,
the Delhi Parsi Anjuman President,
Shiavax D. Nargolwala, “has communi-
cated his concurrence to the above con-
ditions.”

Those BPP members who voted in
favour of rejoining are: Chairman Dr
Aspi Golwalla, Jamshed Guzder. Erach
Desarl and Jamsheed Kanga. The three
opposing members are: Dr Nelie Noble,
Maneck Hodiwalla (both “condition-
ally opposed™) and Jal Vimadalal
(“totally opposed™).

MNoble handed out a note of dissent at
the press conference which apparently
had not been shown to some of the trus-
tees present. When Kanga asked for a
copy of the note, Noble replied she had
only four which were distributed to the
representatives of the four papers pres-
ent, namely, The Bombay Samachar,
the Jam-e-Jamshed, Parsiana and The
Zoroastrian.

Noble called for certain safeguards to
be incorporated in the Federation prior
to the BPP joining. “This is absolutely
necessary as we have already burnt our
fingers once and cannot afford to take
any further chances,” the note of dissent
stated,

Among the preconditions required by
Noble are: barring any anjuman from
membership  that admits non-Parsi
Zoroastrians as members, permitting
any anjuman the right to resign “with-
out need for acceptance,” denying vote
by proxy, and requiring representatives to
the Federation to reside in the territorial

limits of the Anjuman they represent,

The note of dissent further noted.
“We feel it would not be possible for the
Federation to function if it is prevented
from dealing with any matter of contro-
versial nature e.g., The Adoption Bill
could be termed a matter of controver-
sial nature... diverse views have been
expressed on the subject, but that in
itself should not prevent the Federation
from dealing with it.

“We just cannot appreciatc how a
Trust could be allowed to replace an
Anjuman. After all the Federation of
Anjumans is a body consisting of Anju-
mans from various places in India. Now,
only in the case of Delhi, the Anjuman
{will) be asked to go out and (the) Trust
be allowed to come in place of (the)
Anjuman. After all it is the Anjuman
that represents the views of Parsis in
that particular territory.

“We therefore fect that the Delhi
Anjuman should be allowed to remain
in the Federation, provided they make
necessary amendments in their constitu-
tion in terms of the above stated safe-
guards.

“We wish to make it clear that accepl-
ing Trusts in place of Anjumans would be
a dangerous precedent, as other Anju-
mans and Trusts would follow suit and
it will not be possible for us to discrimi-
nate.”

The BPP had resigned from the Fed-
eration in 1978 barely two weeks afler
the suceessful hosting of the Third
World Zoroastrian Congress. What
sparked the BPP withdrawal were cer-
tain critical remarks about the BPP elec-
toral system made by Nargolwala,

Alfter the BPP left and efforts Lo per-
suade them to rejoin appeared unsuc-
cessful, the D.P.A. amended it’s
constitution to permit non-Parsi
Zoroastrian spouses as members albeit
with certain restrictions. This resolution
even though it was passed by the general

Continued on page 67,
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The Navjote of
Joseph Peterson

“As you may or may nol be aware...
Mr. Joseph Peterson of Minnesota has
requested to be initiated in the Zoroas-
trian fold.” announced a Special News
Bulletin of the Zoroastrian Association
of Greater New York signed by ZAGNY
President Faroke G. Gandhi.

“Joseph is an exceptional individual
and has acquired a great deal of Zo-
roastrian knowledge and is following
the precepts of Zoroastrianism since
over the last ten years, including wearing
the Sudreh and Kusti which he himself
prepared.”™

With Peterson'’s navjote tentatively
scheduled for March this year, the issue
of conversion has come to the fore in the
New World as noted the ZAGNY new-
sletter.

“The Navjote ceremony would be a
precedent setting event and has pro-
duced great doubts and agony in certain
parts of the community. It has sparked
the related crisis situation on the unans-
wered question of acceptance/non-
acceptance to Zoroastrianism which has
been a delicate and very pressing issue in
the Greater New York Zoroastrian com-
munity.™

As regards using the Arbab Rustom
Guiv Darbe Mehr in New Rochelle,
New York for the navjote ceremony, Dr
Shari J. Merabi, chairman of the board
of trustees of the Darbe Mehr noted:
“The position of the Board of Trustees...
has now become very clear as recorded
in the minutes of a recent joint meeting
of the (Darbe Mehr trustees and the
ZAGNY Board of Directors) dated

“Joseph is an exceptional
individual and has
acquired a great deal of
Zoroastrian knowledge.”

October 1981 which reads, *In the opin-
ion of Shari, any desirous individual
who knows the basic principles of the
Zoroastrian religion is welcome to have
any Zoroastrian ceremony, which that
individual desires, in the Darbe Mehr,
provided he/she can find a dastoor for
the performance of that kind of cerem-
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ony... No objections were made in the
meeting’.".

According to reports, Ervad Noshir-
wan Hormazdiyar is to perform Peter-
son’s navjote which reportedly has the
backing of many of the Zoroastrians
from Iran recently settled in North
America.

Peterson first came into the publiceye
when Dr (Ervad) Jehan Bagli, Editor of
Gavashni, the quarterly publication of
the Zoroastrian Association of Quebec
(ZAQ), wrote about him in the Sep-
tember 1981 issue of the journal (sec
Parsiana December 1981: *Zoroastrian-
ism: The Lost Vision’). The subject of
conversion again arose at the Fourth
North American Zoroastrian Congress
held in Montreal ,Quebec on 10 and 11
April last year in the session titled,
* Non-Zoroastrians in Zoroastrian Pre-
cepts — Do they have a place? Adi
Davar, president of the Zoroastrian
Association of Metropolitan Washing-
ton read a paper on the subject which
was followed by a lengthy discussion,

Peterson also addressed the Congress
(see attached piece ‘Peterson’s Perspec-
tive’) and noted, “It was over ten years
ago that 1 learned about Zoroastrian-
ism. 1 passed a copy of the Avesiaina
library one day. | was half way out the
door before 1 realized that the title was
stuck in my mind. Out of curiosity |
went back and searched until I found it
again. | found it to be a difficult text,
giving a somewhat unclear picture of an
ancient and unique faith, The more |
studied, the more | became impressed
with the inspired teachings of Zara-
thushtra. They scemed to answer my
most difficult questions about life in a
perfectly sound and almost startling
fashion. 1 soon began to think of myself
as essentially Zoroastrian.”™

The Congress “charged (ZAQ) with
the responsibility of doing the spade-
work into the question of “Acceptance’
into the social fabric of the religion. the

individuals of non-Zoroastrian origin,”

note the newsletters.

Accordingly ZAQ President Dolly P.
Dastoor wrote to the vanous North
American Zoroastrnian associations to
gauge their views on the subject,

The Zoroastrian Association of Met-

ropolitan Chicago in reply stated: “Your
letter with the accompanying write-ups
was put before the ZAC Board at ow
last Board Meeting on October 17, 1982,
After a lot of discussion on this matter,
we arrived at the following stand:
{a) The number... of a dying race should
not be the only criterion upon which the
issue of Conversion should be decided.
(b} Our efforts should be directed
towards quality rather than quantity fot
there is no point in having additional
so-called paper Zoroastrians when the
educational inputs of the religion are so
weak and often unavailable to those
who are born in the faith.
(c) Prudent business practice would
indicate that an expansion programme
should only be undertaken if one's
house is in order.”

The Chicago association also asked
for views representing both traditional

“Any desirous individual
who knows the basic
principles of the
Zoroastrian religion is
welcome to have any
Zoroastrian ceremony...
in the Darbe Mehr.”

and liberal points of view as they felt
only the liberal viewpoint was being
presented.

Ms Dastoor replied that ZAQ was “in
the process of compiling comments and
criticisms received from various individ-
vals and Associations which would later
be presented as a report.” Among the
scholars contacted, stated Dastoor,
were Dasturs Kaikhusroo JamaspAsa,

Hormazdiyar: Setting a precedent



165 litre

In the Godrej tradition of fine quality, only the
Godrej refrigerator has solid steel vitreous enamelled
inner walls. They do not scratch, chip or crack like
plastic walls do. And they’re more hygienic.

Plus other features yet unmatched:

* A full depth vegetable tray. ations over a wider range.

* Two extra wide, extra deep * Largest freezer in its size.
shelves—more storage space, * The first with automatic defrosting.
more space between shelves. & Efficient after sales service

* Withstands voltage fluctu- at your doorstep.

Also available 290litre  Great things come from

GB.3695




Firoze Kotwal, Meherji Rana, Hor-
mazdyar Mirza and Navruz D.
Minochehr-Homji, Dr Peshotan Pire,
Ervad R.N. Panthaky, Ms Shirin Kutar,
Farrokh Bamji, Dr Ali Jaifrey, Prof
Kaikhosrov Irani and Khojeste Mistree.
Dastoor mentioned that the gquestion
pertained “essentially to acceptance of
children where only one parent is a
Zoroastrian and not to conversion
1$.n mam‘_ 5

Bagli, in a paper entitled *Zoroastrian
Challenge: A Position Clarified,” pub-
lished in the August issue of Gavashni
noted.* although a religion per se is not
a monopoly of any group of human
beings, the right to preserve a religion is
fully within the bounds of any commu-
nal group to exercise.”

Prof. Kaikhosrov D. Irani, chairman
of the Philosophy Department at the
City University of New York in a paper

“Qur efforts should be
directed towards quality
rather than quantity.”

Zoroasirians and the Zoroasirian Com-
munity in North America (reproduced
in this issue of Parsiana) stated, “there
15... no rule in theology which preventsa
Navjote being performed by Zoroas-
trian clergy or laity of anyone who
wishes it and manifests the competence
to undergo the same..,

“What then is the issue the commun-
ity Faces? It is this: given a person with
Zoroastrian beliefs and performing
Zoroastrian ritual practice, but of non-
Zoroastrian parents, may this person be
admitted to membership in Zoroastrian
religious associations in North Amer-
ica?... This being a social (not a reli-
gious) question, must be given a social
answer. | do not propose one, for after
all it must reflect the thoughtful and bal
anced judgement ol the community.’

While the North American Zoroastri-
ans will have to decide the issue of
accepting or rejecting Peterson, in
India, where Peterson would be barred
from enjoying any of the privileges spec-
ified for Parsi Zoroastrians including
worshipping in an agiary, his navjote is
bound to raise the same issue.

But while it is unlikely he will find
much support in the Parsi bastion of
Bombay and in parts of Gujarat, there
will be many who will view his navjote as
the first step towards a Zoroastrian
renaissance.
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Peterson’s Perspective

The following is a text of an address
presented by Mr. Joseph H. Peterson-a
practicing Zoroasirign - to the 4th
North American Zoroastrian Congress
held in Monireal, April [0and 11, 1982,

“I'd like to talk today about Zoroastri-
anism from a view outside the commun-
ity. Although I am not a Parsi or Irani,
my interest in this subject has
approached obsession. The only conclu-
sions | can offer are the ways in which
my life has been affected. | am very
honored 1o have been invited hereand |
hope my perspective is of some interest
to you.

“My approach to Zoroastrianism has
been different from most others. No-
body told me about it. 1 had to go to
great lengths to learn what [ could. This
is somewhat sad, since | have found it to
be a noble and beautiful religion. 1 have
had no exposureat all to the community
until very recently. I thercfore have little
background on which to judge its cultu-
ral problems. | have always viewed
Zoroastrianism as a personal religious
experience. My knowledge of it admit-
tedly comes f[rom books, mostly written
by non-Zoroastrians. | therefore lack
the strong sense of tradition and identity
that the Zoroastrian community shares.

“I'd like to start by giving some back-
ground on myself. I am a middle-class
American. Perhaps the only thing
remotely unique about my upbringing is
the fact that my mother was Catholic
and my father Protestant. Although
they were both Christian they were quite
different philosophically. They even had
two versions of the Bible. They never
openly discussed their differences. I'm
sure they each were convineed their ver-
sion represented the truth. 1 heard con-
flicting versions of the so-called truth
from each confidentially, and was there-
fore forced to question both, While |
was guestioning, 1 found | couldnlt
accept some basic Christian doctrines.
For instance | couldnt accept that all
pagans were denied salvation, especially
if they had never had the opportunity to
judge Christianity. 1 concluded that a
person’s salvation must depend primar-
ily upon his acts of goodness, and not on
the religion in which he is brought up. |
began to study the details of the major
religions in trying to answer these ques-
tions.
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“It was over ten years ago that |
learned about Zoroastrianism. | passed
a copy of the Avesraina library one day.
1 was half way out the door before |
realized that the title was stuck in my
mind. Qut of curiosity | went back and
searched until [ found itagain. I found it
to be a difficult text, giving a somewhat
unclear picture of anancient and unique
faith, The more 1 studied the more |
became impressed with the inspired
teachings of Zarathushitra. They secemed
to answer my most difficult guestions
about life in a perfectly sound and
almost startling fashion. I soon beganto
think of mysell as essentially Zoroas-
trian.

“One of the first things | learned 1s the
great debt, largelv unacknowledged,
that Christianity and many other reli-
gions owe Lo Zoroastrianism. Indeed 1t
seems that a large part of the supposedly
divine revelations of their prophets
came from the teachings of Zarathush-
tra. The most obvious examples to me
were the concepts of good and evil, the
renovation of the universe. the future
saviour and the resurrection of the
body.

*There is a wide and growing recogni-
tion by religious scholars of these influ-
ences. More and more mention is being
made in literature about the importance
of studying both the history and the
theology of the Zoroastrians. It is very

“Zarathustra’'s teachings
seemed to answer my
most difficult questions
about life in a perfectly

sound and almost
startling fashion.”

unfortunate therefore that there is so
little in print on this subject, and much
of what is, is a rchashing of already
obsolete matenal. Of my one hundred
and some odd books on Zoroastrian-
ism, only about one fourth are in print.
Most of these are from one publisher,
AMS Press, and are very expensive.
Unfortunately almost all of it is by non-
Zoroastrian scholars. The rest of my
books | have photocopied from some-
what rare originals. The most important
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references had to be taken out of storage
for me. One example is a copy of
Geldners Avesta in Avestan letters. It
seems 1o me to be critically important to
make more of this material accessible. |

“Of my one hundred and
some odd books on
Zoroastrianism, only

about one-fourth
are in print.”

am particularly excited therefore that
J.J. Modis great work The Religious
Ceremonies and Customs of the Par-
sees, is back in print,

“The general public has very little
knowledge of Zoroastrian teachings. If
they have heard of Zarathushtra at all it
is only the name via Richard Strauss, or
maybe thev have read Nietzche. It
therefore seems important to me that
more effort be made to inform people in
the interest of intercultural understand-
ing. Most people would benefit from
exposure to these teachings, for they
inspire goodness. industriousness, self
discipline and cooperation.

*There is one other community which

| feel obliged to mention. There is a
fairly wide recognition of the impor-
tance of the teachings of Zoroaster
within the mystical commumty. This
includes Theosophy., Harzdarzan and
Srekelv’s group, Although their doc-
trings ar¢ not always consistent with
Zoroastrianism in my opinion, they
have recognized and tried to associate
themselves with the immensely strong
religious tradition of these teachings.
My own impression however is that they
have mainly adopted Zoroastrian terms
rather than doctrine. 1 might add that
while | don't subscribe to any of these
groups, | have nothing against them.
“My styvle of Zoroastrianism has con-
stantly changed and grown. | originally
read the prayers in English, [ still believe
it important to know the meaning of
the prayers. | eventually found a cord
suitable for a kusti which | renewed with
short impromptu prayvers. | learned the
Avestan versions of the Afma Vairyo,
Ashem Vohu, Yenghe haram and Aie
ryema Ishyo. These 1 have since recited
many times daily as a source of inspira-
tion. | later adopted the English version
of the Kusti prayers. It was a few years
later that 1 learned the Pazend and

Avestan version. | now try 1o renew it
four times each day: Before and after

sunrise, and before and alter sunset. |
try to observe each Nyaish every week
and each Yasht at least once a year.
Besides sell discipline these observances
have taught me a deep respect for the
natural clements and the Cosmic influ-
ences which govern these. To fill the
need for a prayer book. | have handwrit-
ten a small manuscript with parallel
English and Avestan prayers. | found it
toe difficult to use Geldner’s text, as it
continually abbreviated passages,
necessitating constant paging back and
forth. Besides, | think it's useful to have
the English version side by side. | know

“l made my first Sudra
around eight years ago.
| wore it day and
night and it quickly
fell apart.”

of no printed version to satisly this need,
but | feel that it would be very valuable.,
| have tried to pattern my pronouncia-
tion after Jackson's Avesra Grammar. |
find this a very difficult text however,
not knowing any Sanskrit, and would
like to find an casier text as well as a
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good dictionary. The only dictionary |
have found is very bulky and long out of
print.

“] made my first Sudra around eight
years ago. | wore it day and night and it
quickly fell apart. The second one lasted
much longer because | started taking it
off while | sleep. | now have my fourth
Sudra and my third Kusti. | have tried as
best 1 could to consecrate them by recit-
ing the appropriate prayers mentioned
in Modi’s book.,

“Although 1 am hardly qualified, 1
would like to mention my feelings on
some other issues. 1 view many of the
important issucs confronting the com-
munity as cultural rather than religious,
Distinguishing between these two com-

“Perhaps the only thing
remotely unique about my
upbringing is the fact
that my mother was
Catholic and my
father Protestant.”

ponents is important in order to permit
natural cultural change, while preserving
the purity of the prophet’s vision. I stress
the word *natural’ because 1 think that
foreed change often ends up being more
destructive than constructive. This is
one reason why | strongly oppose mis-
sionary activities. People resist change
partly because of the need for identity
and stability and missionary activitics
often destroy both religious and cultural
necds. On the other hand | dont under-
stand any objection to performing
ceremonies for people who honestly
seek them of their own volition.

“The guestion of doctrinal unity has
never bothered me. | don't think that
any ancient religion can honestly claim
doctrinal unity. The various exts
involved were produced at different
times to suit different situations. Somge
of the issues that are discussed in the
ancient texts have litle application to
the modern world. Thus they need to
be examined in the comtext in which
they were written,

“Because | am not a member of the
community, | have had to make do with
improvised and very imperfect obser-
vances. | have tried as best as | could 10
be faithful to the teachings of Zara-
thushtra in spite of the difficulties, and |
welcome this opportunity to learn from
you."
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Z oroastrianism
and the
Z.oroastrian Commumty
of North America

Professor Kaikhosrov D. Irani

“There is no rule in theology which prevents
a Navjote being performed by Zoroastrian clergy
or laity of anyone who wishes it.”

The general question on which much
discussion has taken place and on which
I have been asked to comment is
whether and under what conditions per-
sons born of non-Zoroastrian parcnts
may become Zoroastrians and be
members of the Zoroastrian Associa-
tions of North America.

Before examining the Zoroastrian
position let us consider the possible reli-
gious attitudes of a religion toward those
who are non-members. A religion may
be universal, i.e. the vision it offers is
true everywhere and for all time. The
divinity is proclaimed 1o be universal
and the message addressed toall. Sucha
religion may be proselytizing or not. If it
is. the members of the faith or the clergy
seck converts; usually by persuasion, but
sometimes by force. 171t is not proselyt-
izing, it does not seek converts, but it
cannot refuse to accept a believer who
wishes to enter of his own accord, for
that would contradict its universality, It
would be like saying: this is the truth but
we will not let you believe it
There are religions, however, which are
not universal. they are tribal or sectar-
ian. Such a religion is the beliel of a

“A universal religion
cannot refuse to accept a
believer who wishes
to enter of his own accord.”

group or tribe. The god is the god of thai
tribe and not of another. It admits that
other people have other gods: this is why
it is not universal. In such religions one
must be born into the tribe or come into
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it by marriage to become a member of
the faith. the rest are excluded. because
the god cxercises protective power only
on his tribe,

The Gathas of Zarathushtra and the
Bundahishn (the theology of creation
and the final restoration) indicate thal
Zoroastrianism is a universal religion.
We know from historical evidence that
it is non-prosclytizing; we also know
that many persons of non-Zoroastrian
parentage in ancient and medieval Iran
accepted the faith and were accepted
into the community of the faithful.
Almost the whole of lran was Zoroas-
trian in Sassanian times. At no time was
Zoroastrianism viewed as the religion of
a tribe from which others were excluded
until the practice of the Parsis in the last
few centuries in India.

In verses 2 and 3 of the Gatha, Yasna
30. known as the Gatha of Choice, Zara-
thushtra calls upon us to hear him. to
look upon the alternatives in life with a
clear mind and asks cach one to choose
for himselfl. Each one of us is inalicnably
endowed with the privilege of choice, as
each one of us bears the responsibility
for that fateful choice. Freedom of cho-
ice being a fundamental element of
Zoroastrian theology, it renders prose-
Ivtizing. as distinct from preaching.
unacceptable. Equally. on the other
hand. it cannot permit exclusion ol
someone from accepting the faith, for
that would violate his freedom to choose.

The 1ssue we are considering is a com-
pound of two distinctly separate ones.
One is theological: What is it to be a
Zoroastrian ? The other is social or com-
munal: Who may become a member of
the Zoroastrian community ?

A Zoroasirian is committed to a cer-

tain view of the world and a related way

of life. The Zoroastrian view of the
world is the following: Ahura-Mazda
envisaged an ideal creation according to
a principle of perfection, Asha. Within
creation there arose two Spirits, one
good, Spenta-mainyvu the other bad,
Angra-mainyu.In physical creation, the
ideals of each type ol creation are
represented by the six Amesha-Spenta,
but creation itsell is contaminated by
the cvil spirit. The good-mind, Vohu-
mana, an essential element of creation,
enables us to discern the ideal from the
contaminated reality. We. human
beings. are divinely created but do suffer
evil contamination. Upon death our
immortal souls will be judged in terms of
the goodness of our lives. In the final
end all creation will be purged of evil
and perfection established.

Related to this view is a way of life
which calls upon cach of us through the
good-mind to realize Asha, the ideal
truth. Hence to practice good thoughts,
good words and good deeds, thus work-
ing to bring the world to perfection, is
the moral imperative.

If we look at the Gathas (i.c.. the mes-
sage of Zarathushtra) this 15 what con-
stitutes being a Zoroastrian. Now il
there isa person who accepts this view of
the world and is committed to this way
of life, is he or is he not a Zoroastrian?
And if he is not born of Zoroastrian
parents, is he less good, noble and
worthy of salvation than another whose
parents are Zoroastrians” In a very sig-
nificant sense such a person is a Zoroas-
trian, and religiously he is neither more
or less so depending on other Zoroastri-
ansaccepting or rejecting him from their
community. This is because Zoroastri-
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anism is predominantly an ethical reli-
glon.

But is there not a ritualistic aspect to
being a Zoroastrian, over and above the
beliel aspect we just saw ? The answer is
that there is a traditional ritual, the
Kusti prayer, in which the affirmation of
the faithis recited in addition to approp-
riate moral injunctions. Frequently it 1s
held that for a person to be a Zoroas-
trian, the Navjote ceremony, which ini-
tiates one into this ritual. must have
been performed. This is clearly an
accepted traditional rule. There is, how-
ever, no rule in theology which prevents
a Navjote being performed by Zoroas-
trian clergy or laity of anyone who
wishes it and manifests the competence
to undergo the same.

Suppose a person holds the set of
Zoroastrian beliefs, and has undergone

“At no time was
Zoroastrianism viewed as
the religion of a tribe
until the practice of the
Parsis in the last few
centuries in India.”

the Navjote and performs the Kusti ritu-
al: is he or is he not a Zoroastrian?

The answer that has been suggested
by some is that in one scnse he is a
Zoroastrian: but in another sense. not
being born of Zoroastrian parents, he is
not. Anyone who holds this view takes
Zoroastrianism to be a tribal religion
which 15 a mistake. What then is the
1ssue the community faces? It is this:
ziven a person with Zoroastrian beliefs
and performing Zoroastrian ritual prac-
tice, but of non-Zoroastrian parents,
may this person be admitted 1o member-
ship in Zoroastrian religious associa-
tions in North America?

The point that has to be recognized
here is that the question here is not a
theological one. it is a social onc: a ques-
tion concerning the social practice of
religious communities. It is here that the
practice of the Parsi community
becomes relevant. There is no need to
discuss the problem. one so ably pres-
ented and analyzed in the papers of Adi
Daver and Jehan Bagli. The Parsis con-
stitute a community, a legally recog-
nized sect or caste in Indian law. That
law states that without Parsi male par-
entage one cannot become a Parsi Zoro-
astrian. On this continent we are talking
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about associations of Zoroastrians, a
purcly religious designation. where
being a Parsi has neither religious nor
legal significance.

Thus we have this option with respect
to the social practice of our religious
organizations: Shall we accept as
members those who by conviction and
practice are Zoroastrians, but whose par-
entage is not 7 This being a social (not a
religious) question, must be given a
social answer, | do not propose one, for
after all it must reflect the thoughtful
and balanced judgment of the commun-
ity.

There is however one area where the
response ought to be in the allirmative,
Members of the families of Zoroastrians
should. if they so wish and if they have
the conviction. be made full-Mledged
members of the Zoroastrian association
regardless of parentage. The high regard
for the integrity and even sanctity of the
family in the Zoroastrian tradition
makes this conclusion perfectly plausi-
ble as well as morally imperative.

As we look into the future three possi-
bilities scem to face us. First, we con-
tinue to apply the rules of the Parsi
Zoroastrians of India. in which case the
young women ol the community will
leave the community upon marryving

non-Zoroastrians. since neither their
husbands nor their children could enter
the association and the faith. Under
these conditions the community will
dwindle and ultimately disappear.
Second. it is quite possible that some
associations or communities will accept
Zoroastrians of non-Zoroastrian paren-
tage while others will not. We shall then
encounter the tragic prospect of a small
religious community dedicated to the
same cthical teaching but divided on
matters of ethnic and racial import
irrelevant to the teachings of the
Prophet. Third, we adopt a policy of
acceptance into the associations those
whose convictions and practices have
made them Zoroastrians and who by
reason of family connection or other-
wise wish to become members of
Zoroastrian associations. Let the choice
be made in accordance with the admoni-
tion of the Prophet: with our hearts
lilled with the spirit of benevolence
(Spenta-Armairi) with our thinking
illumined by the good mind (Vohu-
mana) and our visions fixed upon truth
and righteousness (Asha).

Reprinted from the December 1952 issue of Gavashni
About the author: K 1Y Iannis o prodessor of phalosphy
and chairman of the depariment of plalosaphy, Ciny Unie
versily of New York

ERRATUM

In the write-up on Adil Govadia,
*Motorbiking the World," { Parsiana,
January 1983) it was inadvertently
reported that Govadia is planning a
world tour on a motorcycle. The tour
will be on a Raleigh 10-gear bicycle.
The error is regretted.
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Zoroastrian Traditions

A day-long conference on the *Aspects
of Zoroastrian Tradition® in which the
theological, ethical and historical view
of the message of Zarathushtra was dis-
cussed, was held by the Zoroastrian
Association of Greater New York
{ZAGNY) on October 23 last year.

In the first half. Charles Evans,
Professor of Philosophy at the City Col-
lege of New York probing into the
Influence of the Zoroastrian tradition
on Western ideas,” discussed the “theologi-
cal ideas such as the conilict between
good and evil. the final judgement. life
alter death, and the Zoroastrian influen-
ces  on the Judeo-Christian tradition
from the time of Cyrus entering Babylon
to the late Sassanian period.” writes
Kaikhosrov D. Irani, who was a speaker
as well.

Irani, also a professor of philosophy
at the City College. speaking of the
*Comparative perspective on  the
Zoroastrian ethical tradition’ concen-
trated on the ethical message of Zara-
thushtra. He contrasted it with other
philosophic views in the history of
human thought,

In the second half, Dr Farhang Mehr,
a former vice-chancellor of Pahlavi Uni-
versity in lran, discussing *Zoroastrian-
ism: new approach to an old wisdom’
examined the “message of Zarathushira
and several later elements in the Zoroas-

Evans: Theological viewpoint
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trian tradition and viewed them in the
context of historical and contemporary
belief.”

Ervad Noshirwan Hormazdiyar,
reviewing the *Zoroastrian tradition in
the contemporary world,” surveyed the
“priestly tradition through the centuries
in Iran and India and traced the present
attitudes to historical incidents in the
life of the community.™

California Listing

Among the latest Zoroastrian Associa-
tions abroad to publish a directory of its
members is the Zarthoshti Anjuman of
Northern California.

“For quite some time there has been
constant demand from the Zoroastrian
public that we should have adirectory of
all Zoroastrians in (the) San Francisco
Bay area.” writes ZANC secretary
Jimmy A. Makujina in the directory's
preface.

The attractively produced 44-page
directory with over 20 pages of adver-
tisements, lists the approximately 170
families residing in Northern California.
The directory listing starts with the
names, qualifications, address and
phone numbers of 11 physicians in the
area. The largest entry under one name
is Patel (8) followed by Engineer (7)and
Iram (6).

A list of the eight Atashbehrams in
India is also given witha note — “During

Irani: Comparing philosophies

your next visit to India you may want to
visit Atashbehrams. Take your children
along. Such experiences will last them a
lifetime.”

The ZANC office bearers for 1982-
1984 are: Dhun Engincer, president,

Darius Captain, vice-president, Rusi
Vasania, treasurer, Shazad Contractor,
jt. treasurer, Jimmy Makujina, sccre-
tary, Sarosh Patel, jt. secretary, Jeroo
Captain, Kobad Jamshed, Arvi Kasad,
Jijibhoy Patel, Ronny Sadri, Vera
Shroff and Rohinton Surty.

The office is located at 406 Blue Ridge
Drive Martinez, California 94553.




When Cyrus Bharucha first talked
about making a film on Zarathustra
costing around Rs 40 lakhs, many
were skeptical of his succeeding. But
by January 25 when Parsiana inter-
viewed him at the Tata head-quarters
of Bombay House, the 40-year-old
New York based director and pro-
ducer, had for his 90-minute docu-
drama ‘A Quest for Zarathustra’
filmed scenes in Navsari, Panchgani
and Bombay with the internationally
renowned New York Philharmonic

Bharucha’s
Quest

for
Zarathustra

Parsiana: How far have vou come in the
movie upto now !

Bharucha: Well. so lar we have got 1o
the point where we filmed the sequence
with Zubin Mchta and the person who s
playing the priest. which 15 Khojeste
Mistree. We decided to take Khojeste on
because "A° | thought we could get a
good performance out of him and *B’
because Zubin had this idea that we
should have a Parsi plaving the priest,
h{'{;lll\l.' trom ume 10 me we “iill:'i."l.i o
lapse into Gujarati and improvise,
which is what we did. And | would say
we stuck 95 percent to the seript and
there was probably five percent ol
improvisation which kind of adds
authenticity to the whole situation,

I was going to bring in an actor and
interestingly enough the recommenda-
tions for Khojeste came to me [rom a
variety ol sources including some trus-
tees of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet and
Zubin himself. | wasnl pressunised by
anyone, that 1 want to make very clear
and certainly the Parsi Punchayet had
not given us a penny at that moment.
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Conductor Zubin Mehta. Still strug-
gling to raise money, enmeshed in
several controversies about the script
and the portrayal of Zarathustra in
the movie, Bharucha appeared deter-
mined and confident he would suc-
ceed.

Educated at Kent College in Can-
terbury, England and at the Polytech-
nic in London, where he received his
B.Sc. in Photography, the Bombay
born Bharucha is currently the pro-
ducer for the Public Broadcasting

- ¥

So the decision was purely mine.

It is a huge risk: | mean the chances
were it could be a total hiasco having two
incxperienced actors playving these very
key roles. And | thought well. for better
or worse that’s my job as a director, o
try and pull it off and 1 hope to God |
have done it. The other thing was that |
found that if there were any points when
things had to be checked out and elabo-
rated someone like Khojeste who is a
very fine scholar would have them at his
finger tips. It is better doing that than
having to carry anadvisoron the film all
the tme. But 1 guess what hinally con-
vinced me was the audition with him
he came through on the audition.

Parsiana: Khojesie’s points ol view 1o
some extent are controversial?

Bharucha: Khojeste was made to stick
very firmly to the script. He was not
allowed to divert from it, not allowed to
give his own points of view at all. The
script was checked out not only by a
committee in America, but | cross-
checked and made changes in the script

Service series 'Crisis to Crisis ' con-
sisting of ten major documentary
films on America. He was until
recently impressario/producer for
Francis Ford Coppola's company,
Zoetrope.

A winner of several awards, Bha-
rucha has spent the last 19 years in
television. From 1972 to 1976 he
was a producer at the British Broad-
casting Corporation, where he had
over a hundred credits to his
name,




with the help of people like Prof. Wil-
lard Oxtoby from Toronto. | checked
the script very thoroughly with Dastur
Dr Firoze Kotwal, Dasturji Mcherji
Rana and several others. | had the Parsi
Punchayel have their scholars look at
the script and Dr Aspi Golwalla (chair-
man of the BPP) who only saw the
second draft. said to (co-producer)
Meherji Madon, the script is perfect.

I brought (script-writer) Bill Humble
over with the express purpose of again
checking things and here as well he had a

Left-Bharucha: *A once-in-a-lifetime
situation™

Above-From left: BPP trustee Erach
Desai, Golwalla, Bharucha and Mehta
al Punchayet Office

Below-Directing Mistree (left) and
Mehta (right)
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long meeting with Dasturji Rana and
Dasturji Kotwal and we went through
very, very intricate religious points. The
whole aspect of God being perfect and
what does it mean when you say God is
not all-powerful. It’s a very complex
answer. In the end yes, he is powerful,
but let me put it this way— it is beauti-
fully put actually by I think Dasturji
Kotwal or someone, that what God has
done is created a perfect blueprint for
the world. And we are in the process of
making the perfect world. There are at
the moment a lot of forces coming into
the world which are evil, but eventually
God wiff winoutand God isall-perfect
and in the end. through man. he will
make this world perfect.

In the beginning when we discussed
this and when we putin lines like — God
is not all-powerful, well, everyone
jumped up in the air and got very upset

.about it. Well, people havent read the
"script. We cannot in every single inter-

view start telling people that this is page
17 on the seript. Zarathustra says this
and the courtier savs this. You know
you have to trust us a bit and what I get
offended and hurt about is when certain
people write to the press and certain
reporters, | find, take three words down
out of my 30 words and then decide
what the whole thing is all about. At the
press conference here with Zubin we
said that we have this question and
answer situation between Zubin and the
priest. But that is a very, very simplified
way of talking about the drama. One
person at the press conference said: Oh,
| think it is a very old fashioned way of
making a film. How boring it is just to
have a question-answer session. It s
quite dramatic. Some of the scenes
between Zubin and this priest are very
powerful.

The film is a Quest for Zarathustra,
{but) it doesnt mean that Zubin Mchita
and Zarathustra can shake hands. Butn
does mean that its a symbolic title in the
sense that it deals with our whole cul-
ture, our history, our people, who we
are, where we came from and so forth.
Zarathustra is projected as a prophet: he
is projected as a philosopher and
there is absolutely nothing 1 see wrong
in that. We sav it in the seript , (Zara-
thustra is) the world's first prophet and
thinker — the world's first rational man.
Its a tremendous compliment to
anyone. The man (lived) around the
Bronze Age and for him to come out
with what he did wasquiteextraordinary,

I am so proud to be a Parsi that |
would do nothing to harm our commun-

ity and | guess 1 get hurt when some
people start to accuse me of not being
honest. You show me anyone in the
world today who can spend five lakh
rupees on rescarch alone: show me
anvone in the world today who has
worked as closely with scholars as | have
done:; show me anyone in the world
today who has even attempted a film on
Zoroastrians the way we attempted it.
What upsets me a great deal is when |
hear people claiming that | haven't done
my home-work on this. Mcherji and |

“*A Quest..." is a symbolic
title in the sense that it
deals with our whole
culture, our history,
our people.”

have knocked ourselves out on this, We
brought Bill Humble in. one of the best
screen writers in Britain today. It is cost-
ing a lot of money and | brought Regi-
nald Pope as the cameraman, Reg has
worked with John Huston on “Moby
Dick." I mean he has done some of the
bigeest shows that BBC has produced.

lam going to goalter some of the best
actors, I don’t know who right now, but
we have approached a few actors, Zubin
himsell is going to approach some of his
fricnds and hopefully they will even
come inand doit for an extremely nomi-
nal fee or for a holiday in India for a
couple of weeks or something like that
But we are in the process ol getting the
very best kind of picture and | think the
budget is going to go up. My own leeling
is that the community, and specially |
hope the richer people in the commun-
ity. will realize this is a once ina liletime
sitwation. It probably never happen
again and we might as well make the
best film we can, The Muslims were
ready 1o pay close to Tive million dollars
for a film on Mohammed and | am
struggling with a film and L haven’teven
got the 500,000 dollars 1 need. People
think that the Oriental Heritage Trustis
under some sort of gwdance of the
House of Tatasand the House of Godrej
and we have all the money, We haven’t
got even half of it quite honestly right
now, and we need anawlul lot of money.

Parsiana: How much have you raised so
lar?

Bharucha: | honestly don’t know, but it
is over 10 lakhs.



Parsiana: How much more have
got to raise?

Bharucha: Well, in the budget originally
| was hoping to raise round about 25
lakhs but I have to discuss this matter
with (noted jurist) Nani Palkhivala who
is my chairman and then tell him how
much 1 need. But all 1 can say at this
stage is, it could be a lot more because
the prices | was given when | first made
my budget were prices that people told
me in terms of what documentarics

you

“l am so proud to be a
Parsi that | would do
nothing to harm
the community.”

would cost or if you like, the kind of
films Indian Films Division makes, and
the salary structure there | understand is
very low; and unfortunately, having no
expericnce of ever working in India, |
took these people at their word; which
wasn't that they were lying; it was just
that they didn give me what the best
cost. And I found that trying to work
with people of that kind of experience —
it’s not their fault, they just are not expe-
rienced enough — and what we wind up
having is too many headaches. And if
we're going to do this film right, | think
the community and everyone else has to
realise that we're going to make a really
terrific film. And I would just like to
have some more money from them; and
they have to try and be helpful and give
me some.
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Parsiana: How much money would you
want to raise in North America?
Bharucha: ldeally two hundred thou-
sand dollars in North America, just to
do the post production.

Parsiana: How much have you raised
from that amount?

Bharucha: Well, we raised almost forty
thousand, which we've spent now on
research, so all that’s gone. And we need
to buy film stock; film stock alone costs
1,200 rupees a roll. We need 90 rolls

right now.

Parsiana: Are the Zoroastrian Associa-
tions abroad contributing?
Bharucha: ZAGNY (Zoroastrian Asso-
ciation of Greater New York) in New
York is the collecting agency, and they
are trying to help us a little bit. But it'sa
very nominal amount that we've got
from them so far. The Quebec Associa-
tion (Zoroastrian Association of
Quebec) gave us three thousand dollars.
Now | understand Tahamtan Aresh’s
association in California raised some
money onc afternoon that 1 was there.
But I'm afraid Chicago hasn't sent us
any money. Toronto hasn’t sent us any
money, and they are the largest organi-
sation in North America, and they claim
they've had a lot of their own expenses
to deal with and it hard for them toask
people for money, but | hope now, once
they've seen that we've really got the ball
rolling, that we will get some money.
There are some (and 1 don't say all)
factions who havent even read the
script, who are already persecuting this
whole film. This film is being made for

On location with Mehta (extreme left and Mistree

everyone... it has to be very open in its
point of view. This is why when | had
Khojeste agree to do the film, the first
agreement was that he could not put his
views into the film.

There have been people who have
approached me with money, to say if
you make the film our way, you can have
this money, and I've turned them down
flat. And believe me, it would have been
very easy to have taken that money and
gone away and just done a film, and |
said no, this is my film, this is the film
Meherji Madon.and I have worked on,
very hard, it’s a film Zubin is commitied
to. If you want me to do a film, hire me
as a director, you know, pay me my pro-=
per fee, and 'l do the film for you. I'm &
professional, I'll do that but this is my
film, and 1l do it my way.

Parsiana: How do you think you would
raise the remaining money abroad then,
if the associations are not forthcoming?
Bharucha: Well | think we are going 1o
have to try and convince these associa-
tions that this thing has taken off. But
we have this phenomenal backing in
Bombay now; of the Punchayet, of the
House of Tatas, Godrej. People like Pal-
lon Mistry (of Shapoorji Pallonji) sent
us cheques, Mr (Jehangir) Vajifdar the
builder, and 1 think there are going to be
a lot more people who should help. And
they should really send their cheques to
Nani Palkhivala, ¢/ o the Oriental Herit-
age Trust, Bombay House, Homi
Mody Street, Bombay.

Parsiana: What has Zubin’s contribu-
tion to the movie been?

Bharucha: Financially there's no contri-
bution from Zubin, but then he hasn’
asked to be paid either. We've obviously
had to pick up some of his expenses.
When he made his first trip to India in
December, he paid all his own expenses.
On the second trip we arc paying his
CXPEnses,

“What God has done is
created a perfect blueprint
for the world. And we
are in the process of
making the perfect world.™

Parsiana: How do you find working
with him?

Bharucha: Oh, he was fantastic. |
thought, he is such a big name, and he
had sort of said to me before he arrived
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that you know, 1 would like to have
some rest and some time off, and I've got
people to see, and quite honestly | told
him that Zubin, really the schedule’s
very tight. Plus he made a mis-
calculation on one of the dates... he
thought that 22nd was Friday, but 22nd
was Saturday, so we then found our-
selves a day late, a day short on the
shooting, and 1 must say, he was pheno-
menal. He was up at five-thirty in the
morning with everyone, he was never
late, he worked one day from six o'clock
in the morning to almost two o'clock at
night, all through the day, with a very
short break for lunch and dinner.

Parsiana: Whose idea was it to rope
Zubin into the movie ?

Bharucha: Mine. Completely. I've
always said if ever | make a film on
Zoroastrianism, it will be with Zubin
Mehta. He's our one big international
star. And what was terrific was not only
is he a good conductor, he's a superb
actor. He really is. | mean he hadtodoa
scene on the steps of the agiary, and it
was an absolutely emotional, natural
scene. But for whatever reason it was, it
didn’t work, [ can’t give you the reasons
now, I just can't remember them, so 1
made him do it again, and he was spot
on again. | made him do it a third time

for some reason, and by then, 1 guess the
emotions were still within him, but the
fact is that he could repeat his perfor-
mance over and over again.

I was very concerned that he should
punch a lot of emotion into the lines in
the film that read blandly. and the same
goes with Khojeste. They both came
through, and Zubin came through as an
actor just superbly. I mean from day one
he was terribly natural. Khojeste, natu-
rally, never having been in front of a

“The great message of
Zarathustra was, man
must first begin to think
for himself, before
he can believe.”

camera before took a little while, but
Zubin you know, does so much televi-
sion that the camera being there doesn’t
bother him at all.

Parsiana: What is left to shioot?

Bharucha: A lot really... a big drama
snoot comes up which will be done
at a Bombay studio. And then
we've still got a little bit of some docu-

mentary shooting to do. And then | have
to buy a lot of stock footage from peo-
ple, of the Sasanian dynasty, photo-
graphs, all kinds of things, all those have
to be photographed. And then, we’ll
finally, probably around June-July,
start sitting down and editing the film,
and hopefully by then we'll have quite a
bit of money.

Parsiana: You couldn't get permission
to shoot in Iran, is that correct?
Bharucha: At the moment, no, but we're
going to try again. We can get stock
footage of Persepolis, but I'd love to see
it anyway. 1'd just love to go and film 1t
the way we want to film the thing.

Parsiana: When do you expect to com-
plete the movie ?

Bharucha: If 1 get all the funds by the
end of this year, maybe next Jamshedi
Navroz we’ll have the premiere.

Parsiana: How would you go about dis-
tributing the movie ?

Bharucha: Well, we'll have to find a dis-
tributor in America. for worldwide dis-
tribution on television. We have already
been approached by a major American dis-
tributor who saw some of the ‘rushes’
in New York. In India, 1 want to show
it in the cinema theatres, so hopefully

JOB-ORIENTED COURSES FOR YOU

DAVARS COLLEGE

CERTIFICATE COURSES
Special Ladies Course

DIPLOMA COURSES
Business Management

Commerce (Indian Merchants’ Chamber)
Government Commercial Diploma (G.C.D.)
Telephone Operating Cum Receptionist

Income Tax and Sales Tax

Computer Programming
Office Administration
Personal Assistant
Personal Secretary
Travel Transportation & Tourism
Conversational Arabic (with script)
CAIIB (Bank Officers)

Also Arabic & French Translation

Home Management
Personal Taxation
Successful Investors’ Course

Personality Development
C.A. Entrance

Business Accounts
Business Correspondence
Shorthand/ Typewriting

English

Rapid Reading & Memory Development

Conversational English
Arabic Typing

Inquire at: DAVAR’S COLLEGE(Over 80 Years' Experience 51, M. Gandhi Road, Fort Bombay—400 023.

Phone: 251634

A8 Parsiana March 1983




1932 —1983
With Best Wishes From

H. PARSON
PRIVATE LIMITED

Importers*Distributors*Wholesalers
Retailers* Ships Stores Suppliers
Warehousemen

Asian Building, Nicol Road
Ballard Estate,
Bombay — 400 038.

Tel : 261075 263174




THE THERMAX GROUP

THERMAX PRIVATE LIMITED
TULSI FINE CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES

/

Offer equipment and systems for

EFFICIENT HEAT GENERATION
DISTRIBUTION AND HEAT RECOVERY
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION CONTROL
WATER TREATMENT
POST-HARVEST PROCESSING

... IN PROCESS HEATING
WATER TUBE STEAM BOILERS

100 kg to 100 tonnes steam/hr. Pressures
up to 185 kg/cm?. Multifuel : cool, husk,
woodchips, bagasse, oil or gas.

MECHAMICAL STOKERS
Reciprocating Grote and Trovagrate Stokers
for coal-fired boilers of 1-6 tonnes steam/hr.

Dumping Grate and Spreader Grate Stokers
for coal-fired boilers over 10 tonnes steam/hr,

WASTE HEAT BOILERS AND
RECUPERATORS

10-100 tonnes of steam/hr. at pressures
up to 70 kg/cmi.

HOT WATER AND HOT AIR GEMERATORS
MOBILE INDUSTRIAL STEAM CLEANERS

THERMIC FLUID HEATERS
1.00,000 to 1,500,000 kcal/hr. Higher
capacities on request. Fuels : oil, gos or coal.

... IN AGRICULTURE

Seed/grain drying, processing and storage
equipment and systems.

... IN ENVIRONMENTAL
POLLUTION CONTROL
AND WATER TREATMENT
AR POLLUTION CONTROL
SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT
Mechanical dust collectors, baghouse
filters, venturi ond wet scrubbers.

SOLID WASTE & WASTE HEAT
RECOVERY INCINERATORS

Burns industrial, municipal and biological

waste as fuel to provide hot water or steam.

EFFLUENT TREATMENT
EQUIPMENT

Primary and secondary clarifiers, surface
cerators, sludge thickeners ond digestors,
neutralising equipment, trickle filters,

activated sludge treating plant, strainers, etc.

WATER TREATMENT RESINS,
EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS
Cation and anion, polystyrene and acrylic
based resins, gel type and macroporous
resins.

Water treatment softeners, demineralisers,
degerators, degossers, pressure filters,
chemical dosing equipment.

=

THERMAX PRIVATE LIMITED
THERMAX HOUSE, 4 BOMBAY POONA ROAD
SHIVAJINAGAR, PUNE 411 00S, INDIA

TELEX : 0145-545 TMXS IN

CABLE : THERMAX HO TEL: f0212) 51125
THERMAX-conserving Energy ... preserving the Environment

lMTIHHA 82-342



well try to get the Eros, or Regal
or something like that,

Parsiana: Do you think you will recover
the money from the distribution?
Bharucha: Yes, | think so.

Parsiana: And do you have to repay the
people who have given the money?

Bharucha: No. The money that the
Oriental Heritage Trust raised will go

“People have approached
me with money, to say
if you make the film our

way, you can have
this money.”

back into the Oriental Heritage Trustas
a revolving fund, with the idea of doing
other films, not just on Parsis... the next
one could be on Buddhism or something
like that. The trust was founded by Nani
Palkhivala, with the idea of making
films about oriental culture and Indian
culture in particular | guess, and things
that have links with India, and 1o make
films on a larger, highly researched
level, to make really substantial pieces
of work.

Parsiana: What do you think is the main
message that you want 1o get across in
the movie? One particular thing you
want to highlight.

Bharucha: Well, 1 think if there is one
single message, it is that man is responsi-
ble for himself in the end. The great
message of Zarathustra was, | think 1'll
use the line from his Gatha... Man must
first begin to think for himself, before he
can believe. That was what Zarathustra
said. And if I can capsulize it, that’s what
it’s all about; if people in the world
today, which includes us, our genera-
tions to come and everyone else, can
believe and really are convinced that
what they are doing in life is the right
thing and not harming other people, but
at the same time leading a good and
comfortable life, we will all benefit from
it. Zoroastrianism doesn’t condemn
wealth. It does condemn excessive
wealth. 1t condemns excessive drinking,
or anything in excess, but the Zoroas-
trian philosophy is that il we can live
well and make umpteen lakhs of rupees,
we shouldn't just hoard it away some-
where, There are poor Parsis out in the
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streets...not only Parsis, there are poor
people out in the streets and those peo-
ple should be helped by us. | think (this
simple message of the film) will come
across. We are going to show how Zara-
thustra’s thinking came about, and the
arguments that Zarathustra had about
good and evil. See, that’s what never
existed before, the clear moral choice
that man had to make. What Prof,
Kaikhosrov D. Irani (chairman of the
department of philosophy, City Univer-
sity of New York) has said so often, is
that our religion is a religion of ethics,
and we are taught to live our lives com-
pletely by this religion, and through that
we will improve the world. And | hope
that comes through... it is the good
thoughts, good words, good deeds and
we don't emphasize it enough in any
form of life. But we do try and bring it
out in the film as much as possible.

We had to touch upon the conversion
question which we have, or will do... but
we certainly don't come toany conclusion
about 1it. What well do is just present
two points of view, and that’s it. But
there is so much information in the film
asit is about Zarathustra, and about the
basic parts of our religion that really we
don't have time to get into all these con-
troversial i1ssues. That's a whole other
film, | think that has to be made and
should be made at some stage.

Parsiana: What is your feeling about the
Zoroastrians in North America? What
is the future for them?

Bharucha: Honestly, it'sa hard question
for me to answer because ldon't know. |
think, if they can keep the fires of the
religion burning and not let them dilute

“We are in the process of
getting the very best kind
of picture and | think
the budget is going
to go up.”

away, and really try and educate their
kids... Without sounding pompous, |
hope this film will help (do that). It’s not
going to revolutionize anyining in the
world, but if it does help people to make
their kids and their ownselves more con-
scious of what they're doing. and what
our religion is all about, maybe then
we'll just keep the flame burning a bit

, more.
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Humbly, in Zarathustra’s footsteps

“It is a quest not only for Zarathustra but rather
for Zoroastrianism; not only for a Parsi audience but also

William Humble’s *Quest for Zarathus-
tra” started last year when director
Cyrus Bharucha approached him to
write the script for the 90-minute docu-
drama on Zarathustra and his reli-
gion.

The tall and bespectacled English-
man, winner of the American television
Emmy award [or the best T.V. play of
the vear for his 90-minute film entitled
‘On Giants Shoulders’ remarked,
“Writing about a religion, I'd never done
that before.”

Humble was in Bombay this January
to put the finishing touches to his script
for *The Quest for Zarathustra® starring
the noted New York Philharmonic con-
ductor Zubin Mechia.

Mehta plays himsell, a man in scarch
of his religious and cultural roots who
moves: from scepticism and ignorance
through a confrontation between the
traditional and modern viewpoints, to
understanding and eventually, respect.

*]1 had the idea of starting in the pres-
ent and going back to the Gathas and
then to Zarathustra unravelling the
drama,” says Humble. *The scripi starts
with Zubim Mechta along with a priest
character.” Mchia, among other things.
speaks of his navjote, of learning words
the meanings of which he has never
understood. “The priest as a guide and
instructor takes him through history
from the time of Zarathustra, but also
talks about the ideas, the religion inter-
woven with history.™

The historical part of the film has
been represented in dramatic sequences.
_ And these dramatic sequences have been
included in the film to “help clarify the
ideas of the religion,” according to
Humble. The technique adopted in writ-
ing the script for these sequences is to
attribute the events as they occur in the
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for the Western world.”

film, to legend and tradition. *We're not
actually saying — this is true.”

The image of Zarathustra as pro-
jected in Humbles script is that of a
rational thinker rather than a mystic.
“He is a human being, a mortal man.
He's a wise man, a rational thinker. He's

not the son of God. He's a thinking man
in the bronze age. A startling thing.”
The Gathas depict him as sometimes des-

pairing, sometimes depressed — “You
have a human being there” rather than
an immeonrtal character removed from
man, recounts Humble. His characteri-
zation of Zarathustra 1s intended to
COmME ACross strong.

In keeping with this image of Zara-
thustra, some of the dramatic sequences
as represented in the script have been
modified from the original, For exam-
ple. in the scenes at King Vishtasp's
court, Zarathustra, imprisoned at the

time for undermining the existing reli-
gion, is shown praying over Vishtasp's
paralysed horse as well as administering
medicine to it. His success in curing the
horse. thereby converting Vishtasp to
his religion is ascribed both to the power
of his prayers as well as hisexperience in
tending his father’s cattle, according to
Humbile. “It wasnt a miracle.” he says.
“because otherwise he becomes a Christ-
like figure.”™

Zarathustras main teachings as they
come across in the film, according to
Humble, include the “particularly inter-
esting idea (of) involvement n this
world rather than denial. This world is
to be emjoyed and not a form of
penance.” In short. “This is it.™ S0 also
Humble linds the Zoroastrian concept
of good and evil interesting. “God isn't
at the moment all-powerful. Man's job
15 1o help Him conguer evil which came
separately into the world...Evil is not
there to test man.™

*Zoroastrianism is monotheistic with
a dualistic element,” he comments. 1
we deny there's any dualism in it, we
take away some of ihe most fascinating
things.™

Referring time and again to those
aspects of the religion that struck him
most. Humble said. “Rituals scem
rather irrelevant to contemporary life.
but |1 was able to realize that they have
significance.” In the Zoroastrian
method of disposal of the dead. for exa-
mple, there is “a very effective logic™ in
that this method prevents the pollution
of the elements. “Death is the temporary
triumph of evil... (but) in the end Ahura
Mazda will triumph and disease and
death will be overcome.” and all men
resurrected, he said.

Referring to  Zoroastrian rituals he
said. “*Not enough (Parsis) know what
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they're daing..There's quite a lot to
explain about the religion.™ In fact, the
idea for the film, according to Bharucha
and Mehta, stemmed from their ignor-
ance of the religion apart from the basic
tenet of *Good thoughts, Good words,
Good deeds’, and from their belief that
the message of the prophet must be
revived and made known to a general
audience, at the same time hoping that

“(Zarathustra) is a wise
man, a rational thinker.
He's not the son of god.
He's a thinking man in the
bronze age.”’

the film would breathe life and aware-
ness into a largely apathetic community.

Besides the rationalism of Zoroastri-
anism, Humble says he finds the concept
of God as a friendly God appealing. “It
could fascinate people,™ he says
Equally appealing is the idea of “enjoy-
ing the physical world in moderation.™

“The Quest for Zarathustra® as a title,
Humble feels is somewhat misleading in
as much as *It is a guest not only for
Zarathustra but rather for Zoroastrian-
ism: not only for a Parsi audience but
also for the Western world...The ideas
will strike home not only to the Parsis
but are relevant 1o a lot of other people
as well.™

In catering to this diverse audience,
Humble says. “We're trying to juggle the
thing — a lot of the details that might
interest Parsis might not interest the
Western audience. This is one of the
problems.™ Humble also commented
that in writing the script he has used a
“heightened language™ because “writing
about a character (Zarathustra) who
lived that long ago, you can’t write in a
casual way.™

Not being especially knowledgeable
on the subject of Zoroastrianism when
first commissioned (by director Cyrus
Bharucha) to write the script, he spent
four “mind blowing™ days being briefed
on the religion by a committee compris-
ing scholars of Zoroastrianism in
Washington. This was only the begin-
ning of months spent rescarching Per-
sian  history, Zoroastrianism and
comparative religions which involved,
he says, *Maximum work ina very short
time.” Now however. he says with a
laugh. “The danger of this project is |
could spend the rest of my life writing
different projects for different religions.”
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Humble started writing in his teens,
publishing his first literary work at 18,
His Nilm *On Giant’s Shoulders™ ells the
moving story of an emotionally crippled
couple who adopt a physically crippled
child and how “they all make something
of each other’s lives.” A script writer
mainly for television, Humble is also the
author of a commercial play “Fly Away
Home" which is about “people growing
up or failing to grow up — trying to
achieve some sort of maturity in their
lives." A student of drama and the thea-
tre arts from Birmingham University,
Humble lives in London with his wife
Sue and two voung children.

Slightly taken aback when asked
whether he would, given a chance, con-
vert to Zoroastrianism, the London-
based author countered with his casy
smile, *I've never been an active member
of any religion.” Adjusting to the Parsi
way of life would be difficult for a per-
son like himself.

Nevertheless. he says, *1 find it very
hard to swallow that your religion which
is dving out, won't accepl converts.”
Humble also found it surprising that the
Parsis can say, “We're dying out™ with-
out sounding unduly concerned. “It
seems very difficult to say a thing like
that.™ he says.

Having been so involved with the reli-
gion, Humble said, “It's very frustrating
that lcan't gotoafire temple ora Tower
of Silence.” He points out that people
keep asking, if the film is a big success
and people want to convert, what will
you do?

People keep asking, if the

film is a big success and

people want to convert,
what will you do?

Though the film does not deal at
length with the history of the Parsis in
India or their current problems, only
touching upon these, the conversion
issue has been dealt with briefly in the
film, according to Humble. At one point
Mehta asks the priest, “Has this religion
got a death wish 7" and the priest replies
that this question can only be consi-
dered when we have educated both our
priests and ourselves. “We talk about
the Parsis in India, about their great
achievements,” says Humble, but there
is a question mark over the future, and
whether anything can be done about it.

Phoro coueeresy Soonl Taraporevala

Burjor Framji
& Co.

Licensed Plumbers
Sanitary & Drainage
Contractors

MARINE MANSION
15T MARINE STREET
BOMBAY 400 002,

TELEPHONE: 313207




WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

DAI-ICHI KARKARIA
PRIVATE LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF NONIONIC, ANIONIC,
and CATIONIC SURFACE ACTIVE AGENTS,
EMULSIFIERS AND CROSS LINKING AGENTS.

*
Liberty Building,
Sir Vithaldas Thackersey Marg,
(New Marine Lines)
Bombay-400 020.

*

Telephone: 293633 !
297224 Gram: NONIONIC

Telex: 011-3222 DHUN IN




PRARIS S AR AR ARABASABAG A A b dh A b ke

With The Compliments of

P.S. KUKA

1.GOODWILL THEATRES PVT. LTD.

Owners:

NOVELTY CINEMA
“THEATRE MAGNIFICENT”

Luxuriously air-conditioned with
70 M.M. Projection & Stereophonic Sound equipment.

*

2. CINE PROPERTIES & FINANCE
PVT.LTD.

Owners:

“DREAMLAND”

Renovated & fully air-conditioned with
stereophonic sound—special amenities
for the cine public.

W W W ™R W W e ook Kook



]

An Inquest on the ‘Quest’

Zoroastrianism is the world’s oldest
revealed religion and at no time in its
long history has it ever been considered
or even imagined to be a mere philo-
sophy or psychology. Through long cen-
turies, the ancient lranians and the
present Parsi community in India have
revered Zarathushtra as a Prophet. who
through Divine Wisdom gave lran the
great  Zarathushirian and Mazdayas-
nian faith.

Therefore, as practitioners of the
good Zoroastrian religion steeped in the
study of religious scriptures through
vears of devoted study and research, we
arc shocked into disbeliel on reading
press reports, thata lilm called *A Quest
for Zarathushira® was being produced
which will portray Zarathushtra, not as
a prophet. but as *the worlds first great
thinking man. The lirst great philo-
sopher !’

Thus, a mischicvous attempt is being
made to relegate Zarathushira to the
level of ordinary  philosophers. Ol
course, every prophet in mankinds his-
tory has through his Divine Wisdom,
propounded a philosophy of life, invaly-
ing the morals and cthics ol human
behaviour. But that does not make any
prophet a mere philosopher or a mere
thinking man. To say that of Zarathush-
tra is a blasphemy. a travesty ol the
Zoroastrian religion and a cruel joke on
the Zoroastrian community in India and
abroad. We wish to make it amply clear
that what we state above is based on
press reports of various intervicws given
by Mr. Cyrus Bharucha, whose *briin-
child” the sad ilm s claimed 1o be, and
Mr. Zubin Mchia, the renowned music
conductor. who is going to play an
important role in the lilm. In as much as
we would like to disbelieve such press
reports. in the absence of any contradic-
tions or denials by the sponsors and
producers, we have to accept these at
their face-value. As such, we have lo
state categorically that the film, if pro-
duced in the form and manner reported
in the press. will be construed as a delib-
erate and malicious act intended to out-
rage religious feelings by insulting the
religion and religious beliefs of the Parst
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community in general.

Some yvears ago an European scholar
in his book depicted Zarathushtra as *a
witch-doctor’, and another, as “a politi-
cian!® Both these scholars were ably and
admirably refuted by a third European
scholar. Now, some misguided Zoroas-
trians themselves propose to spend a
huge amount to depict Zarathushtra as
a horse-doctor!

In an interview with the [fndian
Express (January 9, 1983). Mr. Cyrus
Bharucha states: 1 definitely do not
wanl to project Zarathushira as a mira-
cle man. So the interpretation of legends
is somewhat different from the tradi-
tional.™

With what knowledge and with what
authority does Mr. Bharucha make this
sweeping statement ? In the same inter-
view. Mr. Bharucha goes on to give a
scene from the film— their own interpre-
tation of the story ol the miraculous
cure of King Vishtasp's horse. To quote
his own words: *As we were rescarching
material for the film, we found that
there is a form of horse paralysis that
responds positively to herbal remedies,
So weve shown Zarathushira as rub-
bing the horses body with a herbal mix-
ture as he prays. The implication is gquite
clear — that a prophet isa man of special
knowledge. in this case veleninary
knowledge. not a spiritual being.™

This mind-boggling interpretation is
a downright insult to the memory of a
great prophet. and a hoax on the com-
munity. We wonder how the Parsis will
take in the interpretation, let alone the
caleulated indignity. The prophet is not
only relegated to the level of a philoso-
pher and thinker, but by this scene in the
film. he has been dragged down to the
ridiculous role of a horse-doctor, a man
ol special veterinary knowledge ! This is
onc such scene in the film, but there may
be many others with various such impli-
cations, denuding the prophet of his
supernatural status and showing him as
a mere mortal, Incidentally, we would
like to know the source or origin of their
‘rescarching material.’

The fact is that the story of King Vish-

. tasp’s horse. as it is popularly known, 15

not found in the extanm Avestaand Pah-
lavi literature. Then why has it been
selected ? In connection with this story,
Mr. Bharucha states in his interview:
*This miracle is supposed 1o have con-
verted King Vishtasp to Zarathushtra’s
religion.™

The implication is quite clear.
Obviously, the story is selected Lo intro-
duce into the film the idea of conversion.

Leaving aside such stories of miracles,
Zarathushtra has been universally
acknowledged as a prophet with sprititual
knowledge. as it is evident from the
Gathas and other ancient sources.
Further, it is universally acknowledged
that the Gathas are the compositions of
the prophet himsell, and that they con-
tain spiritual wisdom. But all this is not
acceptable 1o the producers and the
director of the film.

The guestion of conversion is subtly
introduced also under the guise of
*moral choices.” This is a gross misinter-
pretation of the ancient text and misgui-
dance of the public. The Gathic stanza

Yasna 30,2 15 olten quoted to show that

Zarathushtra grants freedom of *moral
choices,” in other words, enjoins conver-
sion. To say the least, this is not correct,
The said stanza. Yasna 30.2. may be
translated as follows:

‘Do yvou hear by cars with best mind,
do you see by eye-sight: decision of two
choices, man by man, for one's person,
before the great consummation. to be
accemplished for us, O thinking ones !

Avesta  averango  is in  the dual
number: “of two choices”. These two
choices are mentioned in Yasna 30,3,
and they are, ‘good and bad’. The said
stanza, Yasna 30.2, lays down that man
has to choose from two paths of life:
good and bad. Man isfreec tochoose any
one, either good or bad, but a warning
has been given' in Yasna 30.4 and other
stanzas that the result of good will be
good and the result of bad will be bad
(e.g. Yasnag 43.5). There is no idea of
freedom of choices or conversion in the
said Gathic stanza. In support of this
interpretation, we quote another Gathic
stanza, Yasna 45.3:'Then do [ declare the
foremost of this life, which the wise Ahura



Mazda revealed unto me: Those of youwho
shall not practise here this holy word
(maathra). as 1 think and speak unto
them shall be woe at the end of lile’,

IF the said press reports are our guide,
we may conclude that a huge sum ol
475000 1.5, dollars is proposed to be
spent 1o show that Zarathushira was not
a prophet. that he was a man of veleri-
mary expertise with special knowledge of
herbal remedies. and further that the
Gathas, universally acknowledged as
the source of divine wisdom. are uscless
and even worthless for the project of the
said lilm, except perhaps for the pur-
pose of misinterpretation and propaga-
tion of the so-called *Freedom of Choice !

It is proudly announced that a sum of
nearly 30.000 dollirs is already spent on
research, And the result of the research
is found in the above-referred Cyrus
Bharucha interview: That the ances-
tors of the Parsis “hirst landed’ at
Udvada. This shows that Mr, Bharucha
is ignorant of the basic historical fact
which is generally well-known among
the Zoroastrians !

The said interview vaguely announces
“gquite a few oriental and  Parsi

researchers and Universities in LS AL
U.K. and Germany.” but none is menti-
oned by name. Similarly, the pompous
words, “rescarching material. original
research. original material. a lot of
primary material™ are mere  hollow
werds and a subterfuge,

Phe Bilm will show Mr. Zubin Mehta
in his role as an Cignoramus™ asking
“provocative™ i  critical  questions,
We are sure there will be provocations
galore to arouse doubts ina subtle way
about our traditions. about our ancienl
rituals  in fact. about the fundamental
doctrines ol our religion.

A film on Zarathushira would be wel-
come il it were based on Zoroastrian
seriptures. il its sole object were reh-
gious awakening and restoration ol
faith among the Zoroastrians. However,
it appears from the available facts that
the effect of the film is going to be quite
adverse and harmful especially to the
vounger generation, who may accept the
“provocative questions™ and the mind-
blowing “implications™ which appar-
cntly are meant to justify and tacitly
approve conversion and mixed-
marriages. We trust that wiser counsels
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will prevail and the seript will conform
1o our excellent doctrines. time
honoured traditions, customs, and our
rituals, Last but not the least. the [ilm,
we hope. will meticulously lollow our
scriptures, leaving  aside fictional
‘drama’ effects and the false facade of
so-called modernity.

We sincerely hope that there will be
no insidious implications, either
through dialogue or through visual
presentation. to depict Zarathushtra
other than what he was: A Greal
Prophet. This can best be accomplished
by producing a documentary instead of
the so-called ‘docu-drama.” Drama
would mean the introduction of the ¢le-
ment of liction based on Might of imagi-
nation. which will show (ol a person. his
specch. behaviour) the feelings or char-
acter in a lively or exaggerated way. In
a film of this nature, there is no need for
dramatisation. for what is important is
Zarathushira’s teachings and his mes-
sage,
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10 live in the hearts
of those you leave behind,
Is not to die.
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On the cover is reproduced a Pahlavi
manuscript which records
Zarathustra’s blessings of “a
prosperous life. a pleasant life and a
fong life” invoked upon

King Vishrasp.

father and son, or more generally,
between a secker of knowledge and a
wisc-one or danak. Asforexample: *“The
disciple inquired of the wise Oshnar, for
every word, from one upto thousand,
relate (Lo me) a counsel with knowledge.
Oshnar said: the first good quality for
men is wisdom’,

According 1o tradition, Oshnar was
supposed to have been the minister of
the Kavanian king Kai Kaus. and his rep-
utation as a sage has survived from
those prehistoric times and passed into
recorded history. The
Oshnar-i Danak has been attributed to
him.

Wisdom Literature

(A) man becomes more exalted through
four things: wisdom, (good) nature,
(zood) ‘character and modesty’. pro-
claims the wise Oshnar. Wisdom or xrar
is constantly extolled in handarz litera-

Handarz-i

ture, and it is for this reason that it has
also sometimes been referred to as Wis-
dom literature. It is the wisdom of
observation and reflection, the wisdom
that comes with age and experience, the
advice of worldly-wise and enlightened
men.

Listen again to the pragmatic Oshnar;
(There) are four (things) about which it
is not possible to pronounce an (opin-
ion) until they reach their (final) place:
food until it is digested, a woman until
she dies, a brave man until he returns
from the battle-field and the fruit of the
earth until it is stored”,

*l have to tell you my son, that a thing
of wisdom is the good helper of man-
kind in the world, for if. heaven forbid,
wealth is lost or quadrupeds die, wis-
dom will still remain.” instructs Aturpat
Mahraspand, one of the most celebrated
sages of the Sasanian period.

More handarz works have been
attributed to Aturpat Mahraspand than
to any other author. Two of his main
works are the Handarz-i Arurpar Mah-
raspandan and Vachak echarnd-i Arur-
pat Mahraspandan. The former is more
secular and pragmatic in content, while
the latter bears a definite note of piety.

The golden rule on which Aturpat Mah-
raspand specially lays stress is: Al that
15 not good to thee, do thou not do that
unto others”,

Aturpat  Mahraspand is generally
regarded as the final exponent and in
fact, the very canon of Zoroastrian
orthodoxy in Sasanian times, His major
opponents appear to have been the Zur-
vanites, a sect who considered Time or
Fate to be an independent principle.
above even Ahura Mazda, and against
which man was powerless, It was to
prove them wrong that Aturpat Mah-
raspand volunteered 1o submit himself
to the now famous ordeal of molien
metal, through which he escaped
unscathed.

In most of Aturpat Mahraspand’s
texts, the kevnote is moderation - par-
man. There are no extremes of sell-
sacrifice, love, hate or perfection. As
Zachner has remarked: *For Adhurbadh
there is no question of loving one’s
enemy. This would be going too far. All
that is required and all that prudence
dictates is that one should keep out of
his way.’

Another interesting text which has
been attributed 1o Aturpat Mahraspand
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is the Hagiguat-i rochak, which lists the
various duties for the various days of the
month. For example. on the day of
Ohrmard one should drink wine and
make merry: on the day of Vohuman,
one should put on new clothes: on the
day ol Artvahisht, one should go to the
fire temple, and so on.
The Zoroastrian Catechism
Aturpat Mahraspand’s son Zar-
tuxsht’s name has been attached to a
handarz text called the Pandnamak-i
Zartuxsht or the Chirak handarz-i
porvetkeshan, containing the maxims
of the primeval sages. [t deals with ethi-
cal, social and religious matters that
every Zoroastrian should know on
reaching the age of 15, It has in fact been
referred to as the Zoroastrian cale-
chism. As all religions seck 1o establish
man’s relationship to this world and the
next, 1o God and to the devil, the first
guestions that need answering are: *“Who
am 1, and to whom do | belong, from
where did 1 come and where shall |1
return?” In reply to these gquestions, the
author of the Chirak categorically
declares that man was created in the
spiritual world, belongs to God and
shall return to Him.

The Handarz-i korakan isa collection

of precepts for school-going chiidren,
who at that time came from the higher
strata of society. They are advised 1o get
up before sunrise and go as soon as pos-
sible to school. not to offend parents, 1o

On the day of Ohrmazd
one should drink wine and
make merry; on the
day of Vohuman, one
should put on new clothes.

cultivate cleanliness and politeness, and
to be dutiful and obedient. Another text
for children is the Xveshkarih-i rerakan,
*“The duties of Pages.”which is attributed
to some lorgotten school-teacher, for we
read: ‘this knowledge was given by the
school-teacher.”

Perhaps the largest surviving single
collection of gnomic sayings and the ful-
lest exposition of the ethical wisdom of
Zoroastrian Iran in late Sasanian times,
is the sixth book of the Denkarr, “The
Act of Religion.” The Denkartisitself an
encyclopaedic work, originally in nine
books, on the religion. philosophy and
history of the Zoroastrians. The gargan-

tuan task ol compiling all the exwant
Zoroastrian works after the downfall of
Zoroastrian Iran appears to have been
begun under Aturfarnbag Farroxzat,
the high pricst of Iran during the reign
of al'Mamun (813-33 A.C.) and com-
pleted by Aturpat-i Emet, who assumed
the position of high priest of Pars after
Aturfarnbag’s son. The Denkart is the
most important as well as the most
extensive work in Middle-Persian, and
the seven extant volumes (the first two
books and the beginning of the third
book have been lost) are a treasure
house of information from older spurces
that are now lost 1o us.

While most of the other handarz com-
positions are primarily addressed to a
lay audience, the sixth book of the Den-
kart is evidently addressed to an
audience with a higher intellectual
capacity. Much of its contents are based
on oral traditions from the Sasanian
period, while some portions of it are
distinctly more ancient: and indeed. cor-
tain portions of it seem to have be:n
formulated in the cryptic Middie-
Persian style typical of translations
from the Avesta. One may therefore pre-
sume that the Awvesta also contained
handarz sayings that are now only avail-
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able 1o us through their Middle-Persian
translations.

The sixth book of the Denkarris nota
homogenous collection of maxims, but
a compilation [rom various sources.
Among its contributors are: Aturpal
Mahraspand. Aturpat-i  Zartuxsht,
Aushro Noshirvan, Baxtafrid and Atuor-
farnbag. among others who are intro-
duced with generic statements like: ‘they
sav” or ‘they held this too.”

Handarz lllustrations
A few examples from the text will best
serve to illustrate the vast scope of the

Children are advised to
get up before sunrise and
go as soon as possible
to school, not to offend
parents, to cultivate
cleanliness and politeness

text as well as the vision and enlighten-
ment the authors possessed.

‘Aturpat said this too: 1 have neverdone
good to anyone in essential matters, nor
has anyone ever done evil Lo me in essen-

tial matters. for cach one of us does the
essential things to himself."

‘He said this too: He who secks fame
becomes nameless. Ultimately fame
belongs to him who does not require
fame."

"It has been said: the highest knowledge
is that which apprehends a thing. That
apprehension is best: a man who. of that
which he does not know, knows: “1 do
not know™.’

*People should make themselves not
summits. but cavities. For in the cavity
all the water that falls upon it is pre-
served, and that, too, which falls on the
summits comes to it (by) a slope: while
the water which lalls on the summit does
not stay there, and that which falls on
other places does not come o it. Cavity
15 this: humility, friendship of good peo-
ple. (the view that) good things are
necessary to other people, to be joylul
by that. to hold them as one’s own.’

The skill with which the abstract has
been so graphically portrayed, the depth
of truth and profundity of thought evi-
deni in the sixth book of the Denkart
and in handarz literature in general,

cannol go unremarked. The wisdom of
the first religious law-givers of ancient
Iran and that of the Sasanian sapes

‘He who seeks fame
becomes nameless.
Ultimately fame belongs
to him who does not
require fame.’

passed on from Zoroastrian literature
into the Adab literature of Islamic Iran,
and the sentiments voiced in the han-
darz works still find an -echo in the
minds and hearts of the educated and
enlightened. The passage of time has not
made them any the less relevant for our
day and age, whether it is the Denkart
observing that a thousand men cannot
causc one man to believe by words in
such a way as one man can cause a thou-
sand men (to belicve) by action: or Atur-
pat Mahraspand warning us never to tell
a woman a secrel,

Aboul the authar: Arnavas Patel, former Associane
Editor of Poersiang, s i student of Avesta and Pahlavi at
the %ar J 1, Zarthoshti Madressa and Mulla Firose
Maodresa, Bombayv, Her aricle on "Handars | itersture”
won the second prive a1 the Bai Aimac KR, Cama
eway competition held in Noveniber 1952
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THE VIGILANTES

After the last Bombay Parsi Punchayet
Anjuman Committee elections, the
orthodox camp fell in disarray. The
Committee of United Zoroastrians, an
clectoral alliance of several factions
claiming to represent the orthodox
point of view. was dissolved.

But filling the void after a lull of
around two years is a new orthodox
group calling themselves The Council of
Vigilant Parsis. The announcement of
the new Council was made in the
November 16, Crofostvled Letter No.21
published by Russi [D. Wadia. a market-
ing research consultant. According to
the newsletter. the ninc-member group
aims at “maintaining and preserving the
ideals. principles. doctrines and tradi-
tions of the Pristine Zoroastrian Reli-
gion.”

“The operative word is vigilant,™
notes council member Adi Doctor. a
publicity officer in a bank. "The Parsis
are ignorant of and indillerent to their
religious. social and cultural heritage...
the average Parsi is so involved in the
daily rat-race™ that he has little time lor
religious and spiritual matters.

The other members of the group
include Kaikhushroo N, Dastoor. gen-

“We do not necessarily
want to expand
membership unless we
find someone who is
genuinely orthodox."”

eral manager, chiel legal adviser and
chiel' vigilance oflicer ol the Bank of
Baroda, Ballard Picer. Curset Patel. Edi-
tor of the llm-Kshnoom bi-monthly
fini Avazand a bank oflicial. B.K. Mis-
irv. former advertising manager ol
Murphy India Lid. and currently copy
chiel at a Bombay advertising agencey.
Faribours Nariman. an architeet.
Noshir Dadrawalla. of the Zoroastrian
‘Community Development Institute,
[Dhunjishah Sethna. a social worker and
Gustad-Forbes, a chartered accountant.
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Hutokshi D.Doctor

Some of the Council’s members have
studied Zoroastrianism and Nariman
has read papers on Zoroastrianism at
several international conferences.

The impetus for the newly formed
group was the Bombay Parsi Pun-
chayet’s decision to reconsider member-
ship of the beleaguered Federation of
Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India.
Many ol the orthodox view the Federa-
tion as a reformist body and therclore a
threat to the religious customs and tra-
ditions.

*1 was informed by two trustees of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet that the BPP
was to rejoin the Federation,” said B.K.
Mistry relating the genesis of the Coun-
cil. *I told Adi Doctor about it. We
called a meeting. At the first mecting we
were nine people, an auspicious number
in our community. We submitted a
memorandum to the Punchavet. The
response was very good and the Pun-
chayet called us. The Trustees listened
to us paticntly. They could not give any
reason for leaving the Federation and
blamed it instead on a clash of personal-
itics. They admitted there were many
laws in the constitution of the Federa-
tion and they would discuss with us in
detail their decision to join. In Fact upto
now they have not taken our advice.

“Minor dillerences of opinion
(amongst us) may arise but the dedica-
tion was there and is still there. So |
suggested we turn ourselves into a per-
mancnt commitiee or council — waich-
ful and vigilant. We are going to take up
many issues,” in the religious, social and
economic fields.

The Council is opposed to the com-
munity being included in the Adoption
ol Children Bill due before Parliament,
is against intercommunily marriages,
conversion and threats to the present
mode of disposal of the dead. It also
plans to publish a tabloid.

“Since the last 16 to 18 years attacks
hiave been made on Zoroastrian cus-
toms. traditions and scholars by some
wdividuals in a certain section of the
Iarsi press.” notes Nariman. *"We have
countered these attacks at times in the

Jam-e-Jamshed but to a limited extent
because of the limited space. We who
share certain ideas in common decided
it"s mo use trying Lo counter these attacks
individually but rather to pool our
efforts collectively. We do not necessar-
ily want to expand membership unless
we find someone who is genuinely
orthodox.

*We arce not intending to light elee-
tions but if a reformist trustee is put up

"At the first meeting
we were nine people,
an auspicious number in
our community.”

asa candidate — we will oppose him. He
may be efficient but he is not fit for this
office.™

“We have to stop non-orthodox per-
sons [rom taking steps detrimental to
the community,” noted Dastoor. “The
spiritual and mystical aspects of the reli-
gion have to be preserved.”as well as the
religious institutions, he said.

*The Zoroastrian religion says that
cach individual born into his own reli-
gion has inherent genetic differences...
The religious. spiritual and psychic fac-
tors stem then from religion. This is the
reason why mixed marriages are not
permitted.” noted Dastoor.

“The Delhi Parsi Anjuman believes in
accepting™ children of both Parsi men
and women married to non-Parsis, said
Dastoor. This is one of the main reasons
why the Council is opposed to the Feder-
ation. "No matter what you wish to do
collectively through an all-India body
for the community. the basic point is -
who is a Parsi? Ultimately we will differ
on this definition only.”

The formation of the Council comes
at the time when the Committee for
Electoral Rights (C.E.R.) which swept
the last BPP Anjuman Committee polls
is preparing to form itsell into a regis-
tered socicty.

But Mistry is sure the Vigilantes “will
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be mrore active than any other associa-
Lo 10s med size but dedication and
perscverines thal counts. ™

cOVP

Aims and Objectives

I, To act as a watch-dog o guard
agamst  any anti=rchigious  activines
which distort or attempt direct v or indi-
rectly o distort, demigrate or decimate
the 1enets, doctrines, LS ges, Cusloms,
precepts and practices ol the Zoroas-
trian Religion,

2. To oppose any acuvity which may
result in the reduction of Parsi popula-
ton or attect the survival ol the com-
munity or which mav lead the
community towards ity extinction by
means of mixed progeny, either through
Parsi male or Parsi female.

3. To adopt appropriate steps for the
preservation and protection ol the dis-
tunct identity ol the Parsi community, ils
religious and social culture and its char-
acter and racial charactenistics,

4. To arouse Orthodox opinion and
educate the members of the Parsi com-
munity so0 as to revive. build up and
strengthen Orthodoxy within the com-
munity.

5. To bring about unity in the Parsi
Zoroastrian Community. especially on
matlers pertaiming to or alfecting the
Zoroastrian Religion

6. To revive the faith of the Parsi
Zoroasirians  in India  towards the
Zoroastrian Religion and its social and
religious traditions and institutions like
Sadro-Kusti. Manthra pravers. Fire-
wemples. ceremonies. Dakhma ete. and
thereby 1o restore the community to its
lormer glory.

I'o do all such acts cither individually
or jointly with other organisations with
a view Lo achieve the above aims and
ohjects.

B e el S ————

0ld post cards etc./wanted

Advertiser wishes to buy OLD
picture postcards, photographs, cigarettes,
cards. playving cards, posters, prints,
illustrated hooks. albums and

other related material.

Willing to pay top prices lor single
items or entire collections,

Please send detailed list with
expected prices to:

The Advertiser.,

{OLD) C/o. Parsiana, G.P.O.

Box 892, Bombay 400 001.
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Farewell
to
fire fighting

Carol D'Souza

Mehervanjee: “I'm a fireman
first and last,
the chief only in-between.”
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Bombay is going to miss Mr. L.5.D.
Mehervanjee, the chief fire officer of the
city’s fire brigade who retired on Janu-
ary 31, 1983, after a little over 40 years in
service,

Not that the man who has taken over
from him, Mr. V. B. Nikam. is not effi-
cient, it is just that we have all got so
used to seeing LS trim form, immac-
ulately uniformed. at the site of major
fires and house collapses, that it is going
to be strange not to see him.

It is one of the first things that impress
itsell on the memory. In the midst of
sweating firemen heaving huge coils of
hosepipe around. he would be a calm,
cool, very collected figure with his
helmet firmly on his head and scarcely a
hair out of place, directing operations
with vigour and energy.

Periodically, he has been receiving
medals and  awards, including an
“honour the brave™ award (from the
Jayeees), a President’s police medal, and
the President’s medal for distinguished
services, Pertodically too, details of his
life have appeared in the newspapers. of
how he joined the auxiliary fire services
at the age ol 17, how he was bornin New
Chawang. Manchuria, in the northern
part of China in 1925, how he was only
19 vears old when the “Fort Stikine™
blew up in the docks and he took active
part in the fire-fighting operations that
followed, when 66 men and ollicers of
the fire brigade lost their lives and Bom-
bay was practically devastated.

On Monday, the very last day ol his
life-long carcer with the Bombay Fire
Brigade, LS (his initials are unlorpet-
table) looked a bit lonely (as any man
must look when retirement stares him in
the face at a time when he leels most
useful). Sitting in his rather plush office
in the headquarters of the lire brigade at
Sankley Street, he confessed to feeling
*very touched. | am most seniimental”
And anyway. he said. what can you
expect from a man for whom the fire
brigade has been his whole life !

It gave me an opportunity to ask him
what those unforgettable initials stood
for and he told me— Lovejoy Sisil Dadi
no less ! And his father used to be known
as “Chinwalla™ because of the China
connection.

He remembers much of his carly days
in China, where he was educated. He
remembers the Sino-Japanese war and
the bombardment of Shanghai with the
carnage that followed. It was his grand-
father’s idea to have LSD become a Chi-
nese scholar but friends prevailed upon
him to let the boy learn English as well.



Which was just as well because when
*Chinwalla™ came to India from China
on a years vacation, the move became
permanent since the Second World War
broke out.

It was the war that enabled L5D to
join the auxiliary lire service at 17,
“Actually, | was attracted to the pay.
Bs. 70 per month in those days was
hardly to be sniffed at. And | used to
walch the men parading from Byeulla
bridge. | was most impressed.™

And so the youthful Mehervanjee
landed in uniform, enjoving himsell tho-
roughly. Thoughts of China receded as
he threw himsell into his new existence,
In just two years he was Lo face the
biggest test of what would become his
CATCCT.

He became a seetion leader and was
given independent charge of a large fire
station in the docks area, At that time,
with the war effort in full swing. ships
used to draw in with dangerous cargo.
[he protection offered by fire-fighting
services was ol the ulmost necessity.
And then on April 14, when “Stikine™
plew, it was a nightmare.

Remember he was just 19 vears old
when a fire was followed by two massive
explosions within half an hour of each
other. It was carnage all around in the
Victoria Docks, people lay lifeless or
desperately injured, the heat was sear-
ing. No one could have blamed him for
running away. but Mchervanjee stood
his ground. He survived. though badly
injured. And. perhaps, the seed [or his
permanent career was sown at that time.

When the auxiliary service was dis-
banded. Mchervanjee was at a loose
end. He worked as a fire instructor at the
home guards for some time, but finally
in 1950, he was with the Bombay Fire
Brigade as a station officer. In a way,
LSD had come home.

In the years since, he has been on the
scene of every major fire, house collapse
or other emergency duty, ready to lend a
helping hand, seldom ruffled except
when public enthusiasm came in the way
of the fireman doing his duty. Then he
could be as cutting as the rest.

He is lucky in the sense that he has
watched the brigade grow Lo its present
proportions. watched as its Indianisa-
tion was completed. its jurisdiction
extended to the suburbs, the VHF
radio-telephone link system commissi-
oned, control room reorganised (it is Lo
be completely computerised shortly,
making it dne of the first in Asia). the
creation of five sub-divisions. And the
proudest moment of all, he was chief fire’
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He has been on the scene of every major fire, house collapse, or other emergency

duty, ready to lend a helping hand, seldom ruffled.

officer when the Brigade received its
own emblem and colours in 1979,

It stands behind the desk of the chielin
his office, Nlanked by the flags of the
country and the red and blue of the bri-
gade, The formal fag is gorgeous. the
emblem resplendent in “jari” folded
away in a cloth cover and kept with the
greatest care in the chiel's inner office.
Mehervanjee showed it to me almost
with housewifely pride tinged with a bit
of anxiety. 1 have looked after it for
three years. Now, Mr. Nikam must take
over,”

And when you ask him what it has
been like, he shrugs and says:
“Remember | am a fireman first and
last. the chief only in-between. This isa
wonderful brigade. Perhaps, we cannot
compete with western countries in terms

of equipment, but weare rapidly moder-
nising the brigade. And our men are
sccond to none other in the world, They
are brave, daring, courageous and full of
initiative. And they are completely
dependable.”

Apparently, the men feel the same
way about him for as | sat in his office,
one of the two Union representatives
came in, flanked by offlice-bearers, gar-
landed him as he sat, presented him with
a bouquet and made speeches. And he
accepted it all as a fireman. even putting
on the navy blue cap insfead of his
peaked officer’s hat.

Retirement will take a bit of getting
used to, specially for a man who is used
to being on the parade ground at 6.30
a.m. and continuing at the job till well
past dusk. This is excluding the fact that
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being in the fire brigade is a 24-hour job
with no real let-up. *We have Lo stay in
the vicinity of our particular arcas while
on duty so that we can hear the bell. And
in half a minute we respond to calls,
though actually we are supposed Lo in
ten scconds ™

That, | suppose. would be too much
to expect, particularly in view of the
record of Bombay Telephones which
(most private citizens will aver) hardly
give the police and fire brigade special
treatment where numbers are con-
cerned. Still, 30 seconds is not at all bad
considering the exigencies under which
the brigade must labour.

For four years he has headed a band
of 800 men, living close enough to them
to feel the whole organisation is one big
family, Now il is over, bccause. as
Mehervanjee himself puts it: “There is
time for change. someone clse must take
over.” What he will not lorget. however,
is his association with the country’s pre-
mier fire-fighting force and his stint as
its head.

Conrtesy ”HIl-h-l'll. February 4, 1953

Continued from page 15,
bady of the D.P.A.. further angered the
BPP who then tried to get the other
Anjumans in the Federation to ousl
Delhi from the body.

But at the crucial meeting Nargol-
wala ensured there were enough repre-
sentatives from anjumans sympathetic
to Delhi to defeat any ouster vote.

In order to break the deadlock, Nar-
golwala had suggested the Delhi Parsi
Trust replace the Anjuman as there were
no non-Parsi Zoroastrians in the Trust
This formula was unacceptable to a
majority of the BPP trustees.

It was only with the C.E.R. victory in
the Anjuman Committee elections in
1981 and the expiry of BPP Chairman
B.K. Boman-Behrams term a lew
months later, that the balance shifted in
favour of rejoining.

No doubt Golwalla was aware there
would be opposition from the more
orthodox section to the BPP rejoining
the Federation. But as he has demon-
strated  time and again in the last few
months, he is not hesitant to take deci-
sions in the best interests of the com-
munity no matter how painful they be.
And doing so he and his colleagues have
once again displayed the qualities of
great lecadership.

Other announcements made at the press
conference will be published inthe April

issuc of Parsiana.
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Lacquered tray showing
foreign factories in Canton (1825)

Opium
boom

from
Bombay

M.D. David

Believe it or not, the opium trade was
intreduced into China by the East India
Company. The deadly poppy was culti-
vated in India and transported by sea to
China.

Parsi merchants of Gujarat and Bom-
bay entered this trade in the carly 19th
century and thanks to their monopoly ol
the trade for over six decades, Bombay
was turned into a thriving and prosper-
ous port. It also turned the Parsis into
an alfluent community.

Most of the popular brands. malva
opium among them, used to be exported
from Daman until 1831 when, by a rcgu-
lation, the government helped to divert
it by granting passes for free transit by
direct route to Bombay on payment of
transit duty of Rs.175 for a chest weigh-
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‘demand

ing 140 pounds, so that 90 percent of
opium trade began to pass through
Bombay vielding a revenue of 200,000
pounds in one year alone.

The East India Company which had
led in the unethical opium trade with
China prior to 1834 now gave way lo
private traders. both European and
Indian, as its monopoly over China’s
trade was cnded by the Charter Act of
1833, The company granted licences (o
British and Parsi merchants for ship-
ping opium. The reasonable return was
about £1100 per chest.

Growing demand

China by then had become the largest
consumer of opium and its cver-growing
for the contraband seemed
insatiable. Opium was first introduced

Trade in opium, a product
of the poppy plant,
turned Bombay into a
prosperous and thriving
port. It also converted the
Parsi merchants of
Gujarat and Bombay, who
had a monopoly over

the trade for over six
decades, into an

affluent community.

Opium fleet in Lintin with ‘Fast Dragon®
in the foreground.

—_—

in China by Arab merchants as a drug
for gastric disorders, a pain Killer and an
antidote for leprosy.

The habit of opium smoking appears
to have been introduced inte China
from Java, one of the oldest tobacco-
smoking countrics. By the 17th century,
indulgence in opium had attained a con-
siderable proportion. The habit took
hold in India much later. but it never
became as prevalent as it did in China.

Opium was smoked, eaten or takeniin
various preparations by the inhabitants
of most of the Asian nations, chiefly the
Chinese to whom India was the main
supplier.

Opium is a product ol the poppy
plant. All parts of the plant yield a kind
of white latex on being cut, but it is only
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that part from the unripe capsules,
which is used for the extraction of
opium. An average plant yvields about
five grams of light reddish brown to
black granules containing morphine,
narcotics and codeine. Heroin also is an
opium product.

Poppy cultivation done under licence
from the government was a hereditary
occupation and is so even now. How-
ever, today, no opium is used or
exported except for medicinal purposes.

The addicts in the early pineteenth
century comprised mostly young men of
rich families, but gradually the habit
spread to people from other walks of
life—from merchants to monks and
even nuns.

Addiction set in and the poor even
sold their children for their stock of
opium. This large scale addiction thus
provided a vast market for the Indian
opium,

Since opium addiction caused
lethargy, a loss of will power and halluc-
ination, the Chinese government, in
order to prevent further damage being
done to the people prohibited its import
into China.

A special kind of quick-sailing boats

called clippers, built in Calcutta were
used for transporting opium from Bom-
bay to Canton. The clippers either dis-
charged the cargo themselves on the
coast or into heavily armed rigs or
schooners which then carried the drug
to the rendezvous.

Unethical trade

But when the Chinese government
decided to put an end to this unethical
trade, the British in India, sensing a loss
of the huge income decided to invade
China in 1840, leading to the famous
Opium Wars and to the opening of
China to foreign trade.

Bombay merchants exported opium
to most of the South-east and Far East-
ern countries as well. Bombay Parsis
who dominated this lucrative trade set
up at least 14 firms at Canton and some
of them even settled down there.

Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy & Co., Cawasji
& Co., and Dadyseth were the leading
Parsi firms. David Sassoon and Sons had
also made heavy investments in the
trade like the other British merchants of
Bombay. Among the Parsi firms, there
were Canton Byramjee Bhabha, Eduljee
Framji & Co., Shahpoorji Lungrena,
Pestonji Framji Cama & Co., Dadabhai

Provisional Stores
(Phone 253324)
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Modi & Co., etc. In Hongkong there
were Eduljee Fudonjee & Co., and E &
D. D. Lalcaca & Co.

In 1859, when opium constituted as
much as 42 percent of cotton exports,
one of the companies M/s Jamsetjee
Jeejeebhoy & Co. calculated the average
Chinese consumption at 3,000 chests per
month and exported 9,500 chests to Jar-
dine Matheson & Co., of Hongkong.
They also shipped 8,260 chests on var-
ious steamers, keeping another 21,000
chests ready in the warchouses in Bom-
bay to meet further demands of the Chi-
nese market.

Bombay exported onanaverage 20 to
40,000 chests per year, the highest being
50,000 chests in 1876, Each chest cost
about Rs.1I0). The annual profit
earned by Bombay ranged from one
crore to three crore rupees and in 1866 it
touched Rs.6.6 crores which was the
highest turnover, By the end of the 19th
century, the trade declined., but most
traders and the government in Bombay
had already made their fortune.

Courtesy The Darly, February 13, 1953, Dy M. D, David,
Professor of History at Wilson College, writes a regular
column on the history of Bombay for the magarine sec-
tion of The Daily newspaper. Reprinted with the authar’s
[P FIHISS W
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Steam takeson
unusual confours.

het girl in the picture for
examphe
The Asiad pool she's about
1o dive into uses an efficient
steam system o keep the waler
femparature just right
The bikini sho's woaring.
the things she eals, drinks and
uses have all passed through
manulacturing processes
that have ai some stage utilised
process sieam
‘That’s why with steam 30
uraversal in application and foel
30 starce. steam efflicency has
assumed a critical iImportanoe

And that's why the most

eminént name in steam efficlancy
| N Marzhall. was involved
in this prestigious games aven!
Cur skilled team of
engineers studied the situation
And sclved it. Right from
detailed designing 1o imaginative
installaton of the complate
heating syshirm
S0, with the world's eyes
on them. the last thing swimmars
have to bother about ia
the lemperature of the water

If you'd like to know how
wa conlrol temperatures
in line with exacting international
standards, write in fous

J N Marshalls
multi-benefit steam efficiency and process control systems.

You can measure our contribution
by your benefits.

P~

J N Marshall Pvt. Led.

Bombuy Pare Boed Casarwads Tune 410034

= Fuel Efficiency Division o Industrial J'.nsu'ummt Systems Dtmncn Scmmﬁr: Instrument Systems Division - Medical Instruments Division




ART

While Nellv Sethna, seared ai her loom,
visualizes and executes her versarile
works of art, her hushand Homi,

with his flowing white beard and khadi
keerras, has spent a life-time recording
Indian art on film. Each complemenis
the orher’s work, advising, crivicising and
actively participating in it. Surrounded
by their cherished artifaces in their
spacious Bombay apartment, Nellv and
Homi see beawiy and art in the smallest
and seeminglv most insignificant
articles.

Double
Woven

Hutokshi D. Doctor

Weaving wonders

A piece ol brown paper [olded twice,
with the words *nelly hsethna designer+
weaver” in raised print constituted the
invitation to her exhibition of hand-
woven and handerafied rugs, wall-
hangings. torans and screens at the
Jehangir Art Gallery, Bombay. in
December 1982, The innovative invita-
tion held promise of a rare expericnce,
and Nellys materials, designs and tech-
nigques are certainly unigue and uncon-
ventional. They are also bold and
,striking.

*1 am more for mistakes and mess
than following the usual laid-down
method and patterns.” says Nelly, *1
enjoy creating my own designs as my
mind ticks and feels.”

Nelly does not confine herself to any
particular material or technique. Her
components are as varied as rope, wool,
leather, jute, seeds. beads and even sea-
shells. These are sometimes convention-
ally woven, double woven, hand-knot-
ted, braided, tulted or latticed. Her
designs are simple. uncluttered, and
often derived from traditional motifs.
The colour combinations are novel,
sometimes startling but never clashing.
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“She is a contemporary artist who takes
from nature and old motifs.” says Homi.
One striking example s a  wall-
hanging with maroon arrowheads on a
black background pointing east and
west on either side of an orange panel,
with orange tassles hanging below,

I'he leather wall-hangings are partic-
ularly eye-catching. “One leather hang-
ing includes punched leather strips,
seashells, wooden beads and [ringed
panels in a combination as striking as il
is unlikely,"writes an art cntic. “Each
picce is meticulously finished. each
panel or wrapped strip perfectly aligned.
thousands of punched leather bits
march in neat order down a fringed
panel, every tassle equally matched and
positioned.™

Nelly's vibrant mind conceives of a
myriad new designs but. confined to a
wheelchair, she now leaves their execu-
tion to her four associates. ‘mochi’
Bhanu, domestic help Chandrabhaga,
the odd-jobs man Mansingh., and
Roshan Mulla, her chief assistant. who
has worked with Nelly for over 13 years,
She lists their names in her invitation,
describing them as “people who are
influenced, involved and have evolved.
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Left: One of Nelly's hand-crafted
room dividers

people of talent who go unnoticed and
unseen. when the creative germ lies quiet
and forgotten within." She describes
Homi as “the real force behind this
show.” Homi’s lighting and artifacts
from their personal collection including
terracotta figures, bronze divas, baske-
try and ancient pots provided the back-
drop for Nelly's work at the gallery.

These hangings and screens are now
displayed at their home, and sitting
amidst her creations and her treasures
Nelly reflected upon her youthlul days
in the countryside of a Bombay suburb.
She commented that she had learm
more from nature and life than from her
formal education. Her work is con-
stantly on her mind. she said, and she
needs no other relaxation.

When she was already chiel designer

Homi: “Versatile jogger”

*
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at Bombay Dyeing Nelly got a scholar-
ship to the Cranbrook Academy of Art
in Michigan, one of America’s select
academies. “She left. went to America
and did weaving for the first time.” said
Homi. On her return in 1960 she worked
with Bombay Dyeing for eight vears, A
National Diploma in Design holder
from the U.K., Nelly has held several
exhibitions of her work.

In 1972 she was awarded the Homi
Bhabha fellowship 1o work on Kalam-
karis. an old South Indian art utilizing
vegetable dyes which she wanted to
revive. Subsequently she held five exhi-
bitions of Kalamkari all over India.
From these traditional motifls she would
design contemporary lay-outs. Now,
however, Nelly works independently
but depends on Homi's help in organisa-
tion and public relations.

*Happiness Unto Others’
Since his first film on the hygienic main-
tenance of drains, Homi Sethna has
worked on a variety of films. he says,
including films on the construction of
dams. the development of fish, village
punchayets, rural development and the
processing of cotton. Recently he com
pleted a film on the Parsis entitled
Happiness Unto Others Tor Films Div-
1sion, which, according to him. repres-
ents the “historical backdrop of the
Parsis.” The 20-minute lilm for public
screening, shows “who the Parsis are,
what they have done and achieved in
most walks of life,” said Homi.

The ttle. Happiness Unro Others is
taken from a hymn from one of the live
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Gathas, the entire quotation being
*Happiness unto him who brings happi-
ness unto others.” Briefly outlining the
history of the Parsis since their advent to
India. the film. accompanied by a [irst
person commentary depicts traditional
Parsi village life, the man in the fields,
the women at the village well. the
beaded torans on the doorways. the por-
traits of the forefathers above,

Outlining the basic tenets of the reli-
gion. ‘*Good thoughts, good words,
good deeds,” the significance of the fire.
showing the navjote ceremony and a pri-
estinan agiary, the film is a comprehen-
sive introduction to the Parsis and their
religion. From there the film proceeds to
the contribution of the Parsis in various
liclds. from their contribution to the
freedom struggle, to the arts. from
industry 1o medicine.

“But | am now concentrating on art
and craft films.” says Homi. His [ilm
Crearions in Meral on Indian metal-
ware, won the President’s Award for the
best promotional film, he says, while
The Himalavan Tapestrr, directed by
him. won the President’s gold medal for
the best documentary, The script of his

SALES DEPO
BYCULLA

FACTORY
DEONAR,
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film, Vishvakarma the Grear, on the
wood carvings of India was written by
MNelly. he says. “She conceived the art
and craft shots for the film.”

“As a designer and artist she sees
things ina different light.” says Homu. *Nelly
is a part of all this. She has the eve for the
setting of a typical Parsi home and we
work together. She's my artistic advi-
sor for all art and craft things.™

Homi has made some films on Nelly's
work: one of these, entitled Weaves is
still being distributed in America even
after 18 years, he faid.

With a degree in arts and law from
Bombay University, Homi first joined
his fathers firm of solicitors and then
the army films centre as an apprentice
and later a licutenant, he says. In 1946
he went abroad, working inthe [ilm
studios of Emgland. Denmark and
Germany  before returning to India
and continuing his carcer as a film
maker.

The Times of Ineia recently carried a
report on Homi Sethna, the “versatile
jogger™ who can be seen jogging along
most mornings at Bombay’s Breach
Candy in blue khadi shorts and a white

khadi vest, carrying two freshly replen-
ished bottles of milk and the morning
newspaper. Till recently Homi would be
accompanied by their dog Nicholas,
described by Homi as “the best Bombay
breed™ who decided to adopt Nelly and
Homi five yvears ago. Nicholas however,
dicd recently.

It is a pity too that the Sethnas’ large
apartment on the second floor of an old
building is to be demolished. Homi has
lived here for fifty years, and their living
room is crowded with their cherished
artifacts. A charkha les on a worn
carpet. Nelly's wall-hangings are promi-
nently displayed. there are even a pair of
shoes from Saurashtra, displayed back
and front, which Nelly says are more
beautiful than a modern painting. An
old swing is suspended from chains ori-
ginally from Gujarat, each chain com-
prising the figures ol peacocks, women
and elephants linked together.

Nelly and Homi even treasure a tube
ol tooth-paste pressed into the shape of
a woman. the fNgure of Christ on a
wooden cross. created from a twisted
rag. and the twigs which represent a man
and a woman walking together.
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Petit vs Jeejeebhoy XVI

Triumph of Caste

THE JUDGEMENT 50 FAR

I 1903 R.D. Tara married according 1o
Parsi rites, a French ladyv, after
having her naviote performed. Tata
claimed his wife “had become a Parsi
professing the Zoroastrian faith

and consequentlyv-she was entitled 1o
participate in all the charitable and
religious Funds and Institutions of the
Parsis including the right 1o enter fire
temples and have her hody consigned to
the Towers of Silence.

Thus the scene was set for the historic
court case of Perit vs Jeejeebhoy, also
known as " The Parsi Punchaver Case.”

The question before the two judges of
the Bombay High Courr, Justice
Frank C.0. Beaman and Justice
Dinshaw Dhanjibhoy Daver,
was whether a person born in another
Saith bur converted (o Zoroastrianism
was entitled to the benefits of
CErfain CoNILRITY (FUSIS.

The Plainiifis (5ir Dinshaw Maneckji
Petit: Tara and others) contended
Zoroastrianism enjoins and praciises
conversion and that converts are
entitled to all the benefics provided. The
defendants (Sir Jamsetji Jeejeebhoy
and others) while admitting that
Zoroasirianism permils conversion
state thar “ever since their { Parsis)
advent inro India (they) have not
admitred a Juddin (person belonging 1o
another religion) into their fold.

They admir, however, that children
born of a Zorpasirian father by an alien
maother have been admitred into their
Sold by the performance of the
Naviote ceremony.

Daver, in his part of the judgement
discredited rhe evidence, past and
present, of conversion in India.

I the last isswe, Beaman came ro the
conclusion thar faced with the
possibifity of permitting all or no converts,
the fonacders of the Trusts would iondoubredly
have denied conversion on any ferms.

This is the last instalment of the case.
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When, 150 years ago, leading members
of the Indian Zoroastrians talked about
dedicating Temples and Towers to the
Zoroastirian Community. or for the
benefit of all the Holy Mazdiasm faith,
we must reflect how those ideas pres-
ented themselves to the speakers. For
many hundreds of years the Zoroastrian
Community in India had meant one
thing—and one thing only 1o them
their own select people. And the Holy
Mazdiasni faith, as far as they knew,
was professcd by that select body and by
them alone. The religion— originally the
principal. il not the only social and tri-
bal bond—had long since been con-
verted also mtoa distimetine caste badge
Being a member of the good religion, it
was doubtless at that time synonymous
with being a member of what we may
now. | think, iy call the Parsi caste
The subject of conversion was
unguestionably, as a theoretical dogma,
recurrently in the air. but was growing
constantly 1o be more and more impera-
tively conditioned by purely caste con-
siderations. As [ have said. | think it
likely that had these Founders of the
Frusts been asked whether they were pre-
pared 1o accept Converts, they would
have replied that they would not object
to duly-accredited and approved Con-
verts. And what they would have had in
mind was a regular Convocation of
Elders on each case as it arose, to decide
whether the person proposed was eligi-
ble and desirable. much as members are
admitted imto an exclusive club. Had
they been further told that this would be
impossible, that they must choose
between accepting any Convert or
one— that accepting any meant accept-
ing all Converts indiscriminately; and
had it been further pointed out to them
that the probabilities were immensely in
favour of hundreds of the most undesir-
ible people. for every single desirable
person, offering themselves for conver-
sion; looking to the constitution of the

socicty, its attitude towards Dubras, its
attitude towards the surrounding infe-
rior Hindu castes, | cannot doubt for a
moment that they would have unhesitat-
ingly said that, whatever might be the
abstract religious dogma,they meant
their benefactions [or their own people,
the members of the Indian Zoroastrian
Community, that is to say, those who, as
in the case of every other close caste,
were born into it
It is difficult for any Englishman
probably impossible for any English
Churchman who has not been in years in
*close intimate contact with Orientals of
all religions and castes—to put himsell
into the place ol men situated as the
Founders of these Trusts were situated.
We must find it hard to realize or even
Guntly apprecite the sense ol repulsion
which orthodox Zoroastrians would
feel at the bare idea of their places of
communal worship, much worse their
sacred Towers of Silence, being invaded
by persons whose very proximity in the
streets, or on the thresholds of private

Being a member of the
good religion was
synonymous with being a
member of the Parsicaste.

dwellings, had for generations been
regarded as a contamination. No Eng-
lish Christian would think of regarding
a place of worship desecrated, because a
genuine believer happened to have come
from a base trade; still less would he
deny to such a one rites of Christian
burial in a Christian cemetery.

But in the Zoroastrian Community,
the conditions are widely different.
There, while the religion and its ritwal
purity are still the mainspring ol the com-
munal life, they are so intimately bound
up with the exclusiveness and the purity
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of the tribe or caste, that they have
become practically identical; and there
is only this difference, that a modern
orthodox Parsi would shrink with infi-
nitely greater loathing and horror from
admitting to his Temples and Towers a
person whose presence was a socialcon-
tamination, than he would from admit-
ting him to his table and the freedom of
his family circle. No respectable Parsi
would dream of eating with, say. a

No English Christian
would think of regarding a
place of worship
desecrated, because a
genuine believer
happened to have come
from a base trade.

Bhungi. It would seem to him utterly
impossible to do so; it would defile him
in what is really an essential caste senti-
ment But that defilement would be infi-
nitely ~worse— more irreparable and
far-reaching—if it touched the sacred
sources of the whole communal and

caste existence—the ancient places of
pure religious worship.

Now, iIf we were to hold upon the
strength of seattered phrases. irrespec
tive of the conditions of the Commun-
ity, leading members of which used
them that the original Zoroastrian reli-
gion enjoined the making of Converts,
and therefore since these endowments
were dedicated to the use of all of the
pure and good faith, therefore they were
open to all Converts indiscriminately,
we should undoubtedly profoundly
shock the sentiments of the whole com-
munity. There might be a constant
stream of the lowest and most despised
persons pouring into it, and in the esti-
mation of all good Zoroastrians pollut-
ing the Temples and Towers. We should
be inviting the immediate disruption of
the whole ecclesiastical establishment.
Genuine Zoroastrians would feel that
the venerated seats of their ancient reli-
gion were desecrated past redemption
and no longer fit to be used by those of
the old faith.

Their position in this matter seems (o
me quite simple, and, in view of the
consideratiohs | have been discussing,
quite intelligible, They say, we do not
abject to proselytizing fanatics—if there

be any such among us—making con-
verts to Zoroastrianism. But if they do,
they must provide separate Temples and
Towers for their use. These are our Tem-
ples and our Towers. Never since their
foundation have they been desecrated
by the admission, to our knowledge, of a
single person who was not one of us—
that is, of our caste, born into it, and
brought up init. And it has grown to be
an integral part of our religious and social

A modern orthodox Parsi
would shrink with loathing
and horror from
admitting to his Temples
and Towers a person
whose presence was a
social contamination.

organization that these Temples and
Towers shall for ever remain conse-
crated exclusively to the religious and
ritual uses of such persons, and such
persons only. Destroy that belief, and
you sever all the bonds of our caste
cohesion: we must ccase to be what we
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have so long prided ourselves on being-
a chosen and peculiar people.

That is what, in effect, we have been
told over and over again in the progress
of this case; and it does, | believe, fairly
represent what the Founders of these
benefactions really felt, and would have
unqualifiedly expressed, had they been
called upon categorically to do so. They
did not guard against the present peril,
because it never occurred to them.This,
shortly, is the ground upon which T have
come to the conclusion that, while the
Zoroastrian religion certainly did origi-
nally recommend making Converts, it
was not the intention of the Founders of
these Trusts to throw open indiscrimi-
nately 1o any one and every Converl.
And for the purposes of this case, thatis
tantamount to holding that they did
not intend to throw them open to any
Converts.

We have heard a great deal of the
usages and tenets of the religion as prac-
tised at the time these Trusis were
created. What 1 have said will, | think.
suffice to show how | have considered
and disposed in my own mind of that
line of rcasoning. | therefore concur
with my learned brother in his conclu-
ston on the second, as well as upon the
first, part of the case.

| entirely agree with the order which

my learned brother proposes to make
for costs, particularly that the Plaintilfs
should, under the circumstances of the
case, have all their costs out of one or
more of the Trust Funds.

I cannot close without expressing my
deep sense of gratitude and obligation to

It was not the intention of
the Founders of these
Trusts to throw them open
indiscriminately to any
one and every Convert.

my brother Daver for the immense
amount of labour he has spared me. All
the drudgery of the case fell on his
shoulders. 1 was in the relatively favou-
rable position of an undistracted lis-
tener. He has laboured unremittingly,
not only to make the record a full and
true record of every detail down to the
minutest that either party submitted to
us. but afterwards to co-ordinate the
unwieldy mass of matenials thus col-
lected, to shape every part of the case,
and to bring every important point, with
all the materials relating to it, before my
mind, often back to my recollection. 1
began by saying that | regard my Judge-

C

not made over
Nor millienai
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Hipions

ment as merely a supplement to his. 1
end by repeating it. In the constant,
often long and arduous, discussions we
have held orally and in writing over
points upen which we dovbted whether
we agreed,my brother Daver has shown
the most consistent and conspicuous
courtesy, patience, and open-
mindedness. And it is a source of the
deepest gratification to me that, after
all, 1 have found myselfl able to agree
with him on every main point. No one
who was not associated with him can
fully appreciate his unwearied paticnce
and seremity, sustained throughout a
great trial which must have imposed
upon him—himself a leading member of
the Community whose interests were so
vitally at stake—an almost unprece-
dented strain and responsibility. My
acknowledgements, too, like his, are due
to the eminent Counsel, who with so
much industry. brilliantly presented the
opposing cases, as ably, as thoroughly,
and as worthily as the greal occasion

demanded. Cotiiied

Erratum _

In the last paragraph of the introduction
to the serial “The Parsi Punchayet Case™
{ Parsiana, January 1983) Justice Beaman
was inadvertently referred to as Justice

Daver. The error is regretted
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IN MEMORIAM

The Wit
and Wisdom

. of
Piloo Mody

R M Lala

Almost 50 years ago a skinny little boy
charging up the steps of Cathedral
High School came upon a virtual wall of
i fellow student. *Get out of my way,”
said the fat boy. The thin one gauged his
chances and slunk away. The fat boy
was Piloo Mody. The thin one, Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto. In the years to come the
relations between India and Pakistan
had 115 ups and downs, but the friend-
ship between Piloo and Bhutto endured.
In fact Piloo once told me that Pakistan
had prepared a highly lefist five or six
year Plan which he challenged Bhutto
about. Bhutto reacted sharply, but the
following day called his planning chief
and reversed his earlier ideas. “1 can
influence other countries more readily
than | can do my own.” he bemoaned.

Architect, editor, parliamentarian,
humourist, Piloo Mody willabove all be
remembered by those who knew him, as
a [riend. He brought into the dog-cat-
dog world of Indian politics a quality of
friendship that transcended political dif-
ferences. When he died in his sleep at the
age of 57. his political opponent,
Finance Minister Pranab Mukerjee
recalled how Piloo would advice him
and at times even snub him. Piloo and
Pranab Mukerjee had spent time
together only the previous evening.
Mukerjee lamented, “Life will go on,
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but without Piloo life for me, at least,
will not be the same.™

Piloo was not only a good fricnd but a
hearty host. He invited me to breakfast
one day and though he was abstemious
that day, | was served a two or three
course breakfast including eggs on
bananas. a Parsi delicacy. The only dif-
ference was that Piloo expected me 1o
eal all the three eggs!

Most visitors will remember him sit-
ting in his booklined study on a spacious
chair with his feet perched on a stool. He
looked like a Maharajah. From that
study wit and wisdom radiated. His
humour was never malicious and he had
the ability to laugh at himsell, He was
neither proud nor unduly humble. Soon
aflter the Janata victory (he was the only
Janata leader o lose the election) he
told me: “Not JP but | am the founder of
the Janata Party.™ He recalled his
efforts at finding a democratic alterna-
tive to Mrs. Gandhi's party and how on
his verandah prima donnas of the oppo-
sition like Charan Singh were brought
to work together. His humour and per-
suasive talents kept them together when
one or the other threatened to walk out,

When the Janata government came to
office, Piloo would have dearly loved to
be the foreign minister, but it was not to
be. Perhaps his absence from the
Cabinet deprived the Jarata of the
cement that could have held it together,
Maybe nothing could have, but Piloo’s
presence and humour may have made a
little difference.

In 1978 he was elevated to the Rajva
Sabha. After the 1980 debacle of the
Janata at the polls, Piloo continued his
political activitics. He kept intouch with
hundreds of people. His files and secret-
ariat were well organised. Scores called
on him.

Last March he told me he was plan-
ning to start a new party excluding all
the “old rascals™ alrcady in politics. He
wanted people from outside to come in.
It was an uphill task.

If Piloo could do all he did in 15 vears
of political life, it was because in his
American wife Vina, he had an under-
standing companion. She not only orga-
nised his home, but looked after his
architectural interests. At Banaskantha
Vina helped Piloo to raise money for
schools and institutions in his consti-
tuency. Piloo felt sad that the caste-
equation ruled out hisstanding in future
from there.

He took life as it came. In the years
1967 to 1975 he used to send little notes
to the Prime Minister addressing heras |
G and signing himself as P M. When the
Emergency came Piloo was arrested. He
was grateful that as the other cells were
occupied, in deference to his spacious-
ness, they landed him in the jail library.
He used this time to read, especially
books on the Parsis—a subject about
which he had known little.

“l can influence other
countries more readily
than | can do my own.”

Piloo was an integrated individual
with no pretences. He was as at home
relishing a meal at the Rendezvous as
squatting with a Gujarati villager in his
hut. And I think he was far more of a
socialist than those who flaunt the label,

After the 1971 elections | had a date
with him at 4 p.m. in his Brabourne
Stadium office. When | entered his
ollice | found every desk deserted. Nota
soul in sight. | went back to look at the
board lest 1 had come to the wrong
place. Conflirming it was Mody and Col-
gan, | knocked and pushed ajar the door
of a cabin. There was Piloo immersed in
a game of cards with his entire staff,
including peons, and they were all play-
ing for small stakes. | stood speechless,
He cleared the room,

That afternoon | realised the depth of
his love and concern for the country. He
was close Lo tears as he spokeand | saw
the face of another Piloo which was usu-
ally well-camouflaged with his wit,
repartce and occasional buffoonery,
The latter endeared him to our people
but it perhaps prevented them from
recognising Piloo’s intense concern for
the good of the country.

A few months before he died. Piloo
lost his mother. a most dignified lady.
He wrote me: “There is so much to be
learnt from her life and her death thatall
of us will be busy for many, many years
to come.”™ Piloo was not to be spared
those many, many years. Unexpectedly.
he has gone to join her. In life Piloo
enriched our public life with his humour
and humanity. In death, we are all the
poorer without Piloo,

Reprinted with  permissaon  from The  Sunder
Oaerver, February 6, 1983,



You can count
on fingers
the different brands
of certified

Fire -resisting
Record Cabinets
available

FIREBRAND from Steelage is one.
The only one.

The test of fire at the Central Building
Research Institute, Roorkee shows what souff
fire-resisting security equipments are made
of. The ultimate test that's often more severs
than real-life situation.

But then, not every fire-resisting cabinet 1s
built like the FIREBRAND from Steelage

Here's how the FIREBRAND graduated from
Roorkee, The FIREBRAND was loaded with
paper documents, files, ete., placed in a
furnace and subjected o a time-temperature
curve according to 150 R 834,

After one hour, the FIREBRAND was
removed and immediately dropped ona brick
rubble bed from a height.

The FIREBRAND was put back into the
fumace in a reverse position e, upside-down
and again subjected Lo the same Lime-

eI FATLEe CLMVE

As if this was'nt encugh, the FIREBRAND
was exposed to a hell fire temperature of
1026°C at the end of two hours

When the cabinet was cooled and opened, the
papers inside were neither burnt nor charred.
They were otally protected by FIREBRAND
That's precisely how FIREBRAND from

Steelage will protect your valuable
documents in case of fire, in real-life
situations.

FIREERAND

The Steelage Fire Protection Cabinet.

*FIREBRAND is the only fire-resisting cabinet in the country to pass
successfully the CBRI tests — both for fire-resistance and impact.

Steelage Industries Limited

Cpp PO, M-I;_ym Bombary 400 010, Phone: 352961/62, 29600665
Teha: 0114

Branches: Cabouma, Madre, Do, Kenpur, Bangalons

Dattaram-SA 96882
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TRIBHOVANDAS BHIMJI ZAVERI

241, ZAVERI BAZAR, BOMBAY 400 002.
TEL: 325115, 326135






