


And so, at L&T, tomorrow is past history.
All our yesterdays that wera once our
tomorrows were thought of years ahead.
To take one example, we did not wake up
to nuclear technology the night before
the nation planned a major shift towards
nuclear power. We spent a whole decade
developing nuclear technology. Finally the
great moment came. L&T was able to
manufacture critical equipment for India’s
nuclear power projects.

This kind of activity results in a chain
reaction releasing the energy for greater
development. From the nuclear
technological base we launched into
space technology. And long before that,
in 1938, we developed Indian manufac-
turing capability. Then it was restricted
to dairy equipment. Today, we have

the know-how and can do in every field
of engineering —food, chemicals,
petrochemicals, fertiliser, cement, steel,
paper and pulp, power...

LARSEN & TOUBRO LIMITED
where technology moves with time
P.0. Box 278, Eombay 400 038

And in today already walks tomorrow

—Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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In Memoriam

Mr. Fali Meherji Variava,

Director

BLAZE ADVERTISING PVT.

AND ASSOCIATE COMPANIES.
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Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community
and should be sent to The Editor,
Readers’ Forum, Parsiana,

G.P. Q. Box 892, Bombay 400 001.
Letters are subject to editing

for reasons of space and clarity.

Karachi Mobeds

[ have read with interest the article
The Smouldering Embers of the Kad-
mi Priesthood, (Parsiana March 1980).

We in Karachi have been worried
for sometime about the shortage of
mobeds and thought it wise to form
a trust for their welfare. This 15 a
collective effort to make this profes-
sion more sltractive to the young. We
have received tremendous support from
the Parsis of Karachi, and work to-
wards the betterment of the mobeds
has already started.

It is high time that the Indian
Parsis thought of some collective
effort for their mobeds. Anybody in-
terested in receiving further informa-
tion regarding this trust may wrile to
the undersigned at 206 Al-Saddar
Bldg., Bhickaji Street, Saddar Karachi
3, Pakistan,

I' have been a practising priest since

1965, and agree with Valayau “that it
is a very difficult life’, but those of
us who are truly interested in this
profession must continue to try and
make improvemenis in the basic struc-
ture of Mobedi, niaking this dying
profession more attractive to  the
young.
PAURUSASE D, MAGOL
Karachi.

Tribute to Vakeel

Those of us who had the good fortune
of coming in contact with Hilla
Vakeel, citizen par excellence, who
passed away on May 6. would en-
dorse my wview that to see Hilla was
to like her and to know her was (o
respect and love her: it made no dif-
ference wheiher they be known names
like Verrier Elwin, Aubrey Mcnen,
Balraj Sahni, Mulk Raj Anand, P. L.
Tandon, Gulahdas Broker or a college
student who participated in the dis-
cussions at Nalanda. This gentle and
dedicated soul was one of the civiliz-
ing influences of Bombay,

I1 is said that in a democracy the
hichest office is that of the citizen.
Hilla Vakeel's book, The Good Ciri-
zen conveyed this message.
that efforts are made to make the book
compulsory reading for our school go-
ing children so that they may becoms
proud citizens of a great city.

ARVIND A. DESHPANDE

Ji. Hon. Director. Bombay Civie Trust,

The Calcutta Parsee Club

You have reported on the first Zoroas-
trian Athletic Championships hosted
by the Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations for Welfare And Culture
(Parsiagna, December 1980, Events and
Personalities, FOZAW AC's Amatetir
Athletics). Readers may be interested
to know about the Calcutta Parsee
Club, which has as its principal ob-
jects the provision of opporiunities
and facilities to Zoroastrians ta play
and participate in games. sports, and
athletics. The club also holds sports
events and social functicns.

The Calcutta Parsee Club was
founded in 1908 by five sporting en-
thusiasts and had for its premises a
small tent on the maidan. Today the
Club has about 700 members and a
spacious tent which is one of the larg-
est on the maidans. The membership
strength will appear even more formi-
dable when it is realised that there are
currently about 1,600 permanent Parsee
Zoroastrians in Calcutta,

The sporting activitics of the Club

I do wish .

cricket, hockey, football.
basketbal!, badminton, table-
tennis and athletics. The Club started
as a cricket ciub and continued as
such for quile ometime.

In the years gonc by, some of our
cricket players have played in the
Ranji Trophy Championships and one
had e¢ven made the all-India grade.
One of our girls has also represented
the State.

On at least three occasions. our hoc-
kev team has annexed the All-India
Parsee Cyclists Challenge Cup played
at Bombay. Our ladies too, have taken
to hockey since 1947. Our team plays
in the ‘A" Division of the Calcutta
Women's Hockey League which they
won on more than one occasion.
Several of our girls have represented
Bengal and one has represented India
on three occasions,

In football, the Club’s team plays
in the Bengal Soccer League. Although
our standard is not very high, a num-
ber of years ago we had annexed the
coveted Lady Hardinge Shield.

In order to cncourage the younger
generation o 1ake to sports, the Club
holds morning tournaments in hockey
and feotball on Sundays and holidays.
About 50 to 60 youngsters participate.

The Club’s senior basketball ladies
team has been playing in the ‘A’ Divi-

include
tennis,
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Here’s how
we take care of your cargo
—safely, quickly.

LAIRFREIGHI can handle just about everything in
air cargo, both international and domestic.
From pins to tigers. Efficiently and quickly,

so that your cargo arrives exactly on schedule.

We pick up
your cargo so
. you don’t have to
> bother about
cartage. Freight forwarding
3 is done thro’ leading
international
airlines.

Customs clearance is
managed by a special

We secure special

department. No delay here. ;
25 commodity rates
when applicable.
We arrange for consolidation
and charters where needed.

AIRFREIGHI .o

Regd. H,0: Neville House, Nicol Road, Ballard Estate, Bombay 400001
Branches: Bangalore, Bhadohi, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kanpur,
Madras, Pune, Srinagar and Trivandrum.
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sion for many years and recently won
the League Championship. A number
of them have played for Bengal and
some still do.

In table-tennis, our members have
shown a fairly high standard and some
have represented Bengal in the Natio-
nal Championships.

Our Club is one of the wvery few
clubs on the maidans 10 have as many
as three tennis courts. At one time we
were the only Club to have four tennis
couris, but we later converted one in-
10 a basketball court. We hold annual
tournaments in five or six events and
also held a tin-and-bottle tournament
every year on Christmas Day.

One of our plavers has won the
tennis Singles Championships in the
South India, Delhi and Bengal Lawn
Tennis Championships. Another play-
er has been a member of the junior
squad which participated in wvarious
European tennis championships and
at Wimbledon.

The Club’s first Athletic Sports were
held in 1933 and have been an annual
feature since then, drawing a large

number of participants and an even
larger number of spectators. A few
of those first participanis were 10 be-
come leading athletes of the State.

Of late our standards in athletics
have fallen and our annual  sporis
meels have become more of a gym-
khana affair.

On the social side, the Club orga-
nises dances. dinners, lunches, indoor
games evenings, film shows, etc. But
the two major events are the annual
children’s party, including a fancy
dress contest and the annual Jamshedi
Navroz variety entertainment show-
cum-d la carte dinner. Both these
functions attract a large number of
community members.

One of the unigue features of our
Club is the nominal monthly mem-
bership fees. With a view 1o giving
all Zoroastrians an  opportunity of
participating in sports, athletics and
social events, the fees charged vary
from Rs. 1 to 5 per month.

On weekends and holidays, the Club
runs a canicen where tea and snacks
are sold at very low rates,

Another unigque feature of our Club
is the spirit of bonhomie and camara-
derie which prevails among members.
There are no cliques or groups or
petty politics. Elections at the annual
eeneral meetings are conducted with-
oul bickering and with near unani-
mity.

The Calcutta Parsee Club is an in-
stitution of which any Parsee can be
justly proud,

JEHANBAX A. KAPADIA

Caleurta,

The Strange Case of

George Edalji

I refer to Virasp Mehia's request
(Parsiana, December 1980) for infor-
mation on the name of the second
Parsi converted by Dr. John Wilson
in 1839,

The other convert to Protestant
Christianity according o Dr. J. H.
Moulton in his The Treasure of the
Magi, Pg. 214, (Oxford University
Press 1917), was Hormazdji
Pestonji.

FARROKH K. KAVARANA
Zug, Switzerland.
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LET’S BUILD THEM TOGETHER! )

for putting up the imposing
Muscat Palace complex

Whather it's a five-star hotel,
a Sultan’s Palace, a hospital,

a chemical factory, a fertiliser
plant or a housing project —
we have the expertise and
exparience —to handle any
turn-key construction project
amywhera in the world.

Ower the last 100 years we
have not only pioneered the
conslruction industry in

our country but spread our
wings to Muscat and the
Middle East—where against
competition from the bast
construction companies,

we won the contract

of His Majesty the Sultan of
Oman—and completed

it in time.

The multiplicity of projects
carried out by us over
several decades has resulted
in the building up of
expeartise in numerous
aspects of the construction
industry. We proudly offer
this expertise lor any
construction project

and proposals for joint
veniures would be
welcome

SHAPOORJI PALLONJI & CO. (PVT.) LTD.
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Events and
Personalities

Peerbhoy Polytechnic

The Akbar Peerbhoy Women's Poly-
technic, dedicated to assisting women
*to stand on their own feet. .. io eam
their livelihood and to be economi-
cally independent” was formally in-
augurated on April 24 by the Chief
Minister of Maharashtra A. R.
Antulay,

Ms Homai Peerbhoy, noted social
worker and chairperson of the Poly-
technic established in her Jate hus-
band’s name, speaking on the occasion
noted, ‘ my husband was deeply inter-
¢sted in education, cspecially the edu-
cation of girls, for he strongly believed
that to educate a girl was to educate
a whole family.”

A well-known lawyer, the late Peer-
bhoy was keen “to see the Muslim
gommunity stand shoulder to shoulder
with other communitics and take its
rightful place in the progress and
prosperity of the country”, said Ms
Peerbhoy. “He always felt that by
working for his community he was
working as much for the whole coun-
try, because a chain is as strong as
its weakest link. The Akbar Peer-
bhoy Girls Polytechnic is open to all,
irrespective of community, casic or
creed.”

The late Peerbhoy had bequeathed
Rs. 10 lakhs to his Parsi wife with
the proviso that the money be used
after her lifetime towards the creation

Peerbhoy: “shoulder to shoulder™.

of a women’s Polylechnic. But Ms
Pcerbhoy set about creating the Poly-
technic within her own life time.
“Though the Polvtechnic siarted
functioning since last June, we did not
have a formal inauguration till today,
because the building was not com-

Peerbhoy speaking at the inauguration of the Polytechnic
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pleted,” said Ms Peerbhoy. “But al-
rcady over a 100 girls have passed
through the portals of the Polytechnic
and a 100 more will do so next month.

*We have started the departments
of cooking, dress-making, embroidery,
beauty culture and hairstyling, fabric
printing, making of soft toys and typ-
ing and shorthand. More departments
uill be started from next term.

“Already many of our girls have got
jobs and have started carning. We
have a programme of learn and earn.
We have started a production centre
in a modest way and the articles are
displayed for sale.”.

Among other donors are th: Sir
Ness Wadia Foundation, and the
Dorab Tata and Ratan Tata Trusts

Magstrate, society hosless, journa-
list, social worker, smiling, soft-spok-
en Ms Peerbhoy is a vice president of
the Anjuman-I-Islam — a 104-year
old endowment trust that oversees and
maintains 51 charitable cultural and
educational organisations of the Mus-
lim community in Maharashtra. The
late Akbar had been its president for
17 years and his wife spared no
effort to help him with his work.

Indeed, in the Muslim community
which tradinonally holds women at a
discount, Homai, the Anjuman’s only
female vice-president since its statutes
were amended three vears ago, has a
prestigious niche. She is the chair-
person of the new Polytechnic and
vice-president of the Anjuman, in
charge of the Akbar Peerbhoy Col-
lege of Commerce and Economics and
the Panchgani High School, a flour-
ishing English medium public school
open to all communitics.

Much of her time away from the
activities of the Anjuman-I-Islam is
gpent in the pursuits of the Friends of
Children Society of which she is the
founder president. The Society has
built two homes for destitute chiidren,
a dormitory for the Panchgani High
School, a wing for Bombay's Jerbai
Wadia Children’s Hospital and equip-
ped the J. J. Hospital, Bombay, with
a children's operation theatre. It runs
2 nutrition programme for 100 chil-
dren while continuously sponsoring



approximately 40 children and their
families. The Society also donated a
lakh of rupees to the Polytechnic.

Explaining the genesis of the So-
ciety, Ms Peerbhoy recalled the
Panchshet Dam disaster and “the
harrowing tales of children roaming
the streets. Y. B. Chavan was then
chief minister of Maharashtra and
Akbar knew him well. He agreed to
build a home for the children if we
could collect Rs 50,000, We register-
ed the society and collected the money
in two years."”

A metropolitan magistrate sitting
at the Juvenile Court, Ms Pecrbhoy is
a past presidents of the Maharashtra
State Women's Council and a mem-
ber of its executive and management
committees, states her bio-data, A
member of the Governing body of the
SNDT Women's Polytechnic, she is
the Chancellor’s nomince on the sen-
ate of the SNDT University.

But the young Homai Romer had
“wanted to be a barrister, the son my
father did not have, to carry on his
tradition.” The ex-inter collegiate bad-
minton champ recells how on a visit
to the UK. after graduating from
Elphinstone Colleze, Bombay, she
pleaded with her parents to permit
her to remain in London to become
a barrister. “But they wouldn’t budge.
I had to come back and do my LL.B.”
But Ms Romer registered her dis-
pleasure by refusing to practise. “In
those days you couldn’t praclise at
the High Court unless you were a
barrister,” she rationalised.

Dosu Karaka, *a good friend,” in-
troduced her instead into journalism
and she joined him on March, a Bom-
bay Chronicle Publication; then fol-
lowed him to The Current. The fea-
ture on the establishment of the Aarcy
Milk Colony and the article on a slum
colony near Parsi Gymkhana at Ma-
rine Lines, Bombay, are two journa-
listic forays she remembers today,
smiling at the memory of her “young
son Rutton” (by a previous marriage)
and “his fascination with those little
huts, so new to the Bombay scenc
then.”

As a commentary to the changing
skyline of Bombay, Ms Peerbhoy sur-
veys her well appointed split level
apartment in Advent: “When we,
Akbar and I, bought this place it had
such a magnificent view—clear all the
way to Malabar Hill. We thought at
least in our lifetime that would not
change. The developments you'd ra-
ther not have are those that arrive
earlier.”

(Interview with Ms Pegrbhoy
by Arravaz Mama)

The Mehta Memorial
Lectures

In the memory of the late economist,
Professor Jamshed Kaikhusroo Mehia,
the Allahabad University has decided
to institute the Professor J. K. Mehta
Memorial Lectures.

Mehta: pioneering the theory of
wantlessness.

“Commencing

from 1981, once
every year, eminent men from the
fields of economics and other social
sciences would be invited to deliver
lectures in the department of Econo-
mics, Allahabad Universily,” notes
Vinod Anand, head of the economics
department at Allahabad University,
in a letter appealing for grants and
donations to create an endowment Lo
finance the lectures.

Said to have been the pioneer pro-
pogator of the economic theory of
wantlessness, the need to minimize
wants, on which most of his work is
based, Mechta died on 9 August 1980
at the age of 79. Professor and head
of the department of economics at
Allahabad University, his original
contribution to economic thought
jed him to be acknowledged as an
cconomist of international repute.

Mehta’s book, A Philosophical In-
terpreiation of Economics was nol
appreciated by economists in  this
country, “but the world now recog-
nises the need for consumption con-
trol and lesser emphasis on purely
material pursuits,” notes J. 5. Mathur,
honorary director of the Institute of
Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies,
and Professor and Dean of the facul-
ty of commerce at the University of
Allahabad. The book has now besn
rated as a classic and translated into

several
Mathur.

Besides economics, Mehta “was a
master of nearly all branches of aca-
demics, He was at his best in the
sphere of psychology, philosophy, reli-
gion. sociology, mathematics and even
medicine,” states Mathur, who writ-
es: “He (Mehta) was an eminent
homeopath . ..”

Mehia's willingness to help those
in need, his kindliness and punctuali-
ty (“We could correct our watches by
his arrival and departure,” mnoted
Mathur), have won for him the
respect and admiration of those who
have come into contact with him.
“Professor Mehta_ always reminded
us of the Rishis of Vedic times — al-
ways calm, composed, radiating and
spothing. To meet him was to feel
relieved of one’s anxieties and worri-

foreign languages, adds

es. His guidance and advice was
avzilable to  everyone,” recalls
Mathur.

Born in 1901 in Rajnandgacn, fifth
in a line of six children, Mehta obt-
sined him M.A. in economics, and
joined Allahabad University as a lec-
turer from where he retired in 1963,
according to a life sketch in a book
of commemorative essays in honour of
Mehia entitled Essays in Contempo-
rary Economics, edited by P. €. Jain
and D. N. Chaturvedi. to which
eminent economists have contributed.

The Entrepreneurs of Old

“As a peopls we tend to be so negat-
ive — anybody will give you six reas-
ons why a thing can’t be done”, stat-
es R. D. Aga, managing director of
Wansons (India) Ltd., speaking on
“Management of Constraints in the
Private Sector” at the 12th Annual

Aga: “sterner stufi”
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When Jerbanoos' husband Bomsi died he
left her a tidy sum. That started the trouble.
Just how to invest it?

Her lazy son Diniar had just the scheme
in mind—Monthly Interest Deposit Scheme.
“Just imagine — a regular income
every month—and no work involved.”

But daughter Kerbanoo counted on the
Money Multiplier. ""Think of the family's
future requirements—the money will
more than double in 8 years."”

The air grew thick with schemes. Freddy,
business-like, opted for the Current
Account, Putlibai sighed about the
Fixed Deposit.

But they all agreed on one thing.
Central Bank. Bomsi after ail had
made his monay there.

Come drop in at your nearest Central Bank
branch. We'll advise you, as we did
Jerbanoo, how best to invest your money.

8

Central Bank of India

(A Governmant of Indi Underiaking)
The Bank that moves oul to people and places
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£ jation,

Convention of the Bombay Manage-
ment Association (BMA) in 1950. In
his talk reproduced in the BMA jour-
nal Ambit, of December 1980, Aga
compared the gumption and foresight
of the pioneers of Indian industry, not-
ably Jamshedji Tata. Cawasji Dawar
and others, to the Indian entrépreneurs
of today, whom he feels would rather
operale from behind a facade of com-
plaints and constraints than take the
opportunities that come their way
with a positive outlook. “An entre-
preneur, almost by definition, is a
person who does nol accept constra-
ints as limiting factors,” says Aga, “if
an entrepreneur or manager fails, he
has only himself to blame.
“Whenever [ read the proceedings
of the Annual Meeting of a Chamber
of Commerce or a Management Assoc-
where a Cabinet Minister.
is usually the Honoured Guest, T am
amazed at the catalogue of woes that
are spewed out by scions of the private
sector — M.R.T.P., FERA, licensing,
price controls, shortages of power,
cement, wagons, credit restrictions, in-
flation. tax structure, labour legisla-
tion, Company Law. the list is endless,
I am sure part of it is for effect al-
though one would imagine that entre-
prencurs, being as resourceful and
result-oriented as they are, would,

= after 30 years, have realised the in-

effectiveness of these monologues. Bult
let that pass. What 1 find difficult to
appreciate is the pre-occupation of
these spokesmen of the private seclor
with constraints instead of opportu-
nities . . .

“There was a time in our history
when industry was started, when en-
trepreneurs were made of sterner
stuff ... I refer to the century bet-
ween 1850 and Independence. when
Indian entreprencurs had to work
under a hostile, alien government
which put every possible cbslacle to
their survival and growth.

The first modern cotton mill was
started by a gentleman called Cawasji
Dawar in 1851. Thereafter a number
of textile mills were set up. But the
attitude of the British Government
was distinctly hostile. They actually
levied a countervailing excise duty on
cloth produced in India, while allow-
ing imports duty-free to protect the
mills of Lancashire. Can you imagine,
what would happen to industry today
if imports are allowed duty-free and
countervailing excise was levied?

My hero, where private enterprise
is concerned, is Jamshedji Tata. The
story about his forays into the Lond-
on capital market for funds for his

BOYS’ TOWN .
Public School
Nasik 2
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for Indian Merit Scholars. Excel-
lent Climate — All-round
Education :

All Academic Subjects—Tech-
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Maintenance, Carpentry & Farm-
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through Elected Boys® Office
bearers. Games—Physical Train-
ing — Daily Assembly with
Congregational Prayers — Week-
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Students.

Apply to—

THE MANAGING
TRUSTEE

P. N. MEHTA EDUCATION
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Cooks Building, 324 Dr. D. N. Road,
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Put simply, Ahura
are Pioneers in the
manufacture of Process
Chemicals in India. Throughout

4 decades of association with
industries Ahura Research

has led to the timely production of
vital Process Chemicals to industries.
Ahura have been witness to the emer-
gence of an entirely new spectrum of
industrial activity in India and have ksm\-ﬁv
pace with their ever widening demands.

Quality Process Chemicals to satisfy

every conceivable need of industries is ¢
Ahura’s aim. Ahura is in the [
service of industries since 1936.
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proposed steel plant is  well-known
One eminent financier in  London,
who was sceptical about the capabi-
lity of an Indian entreprencur to sect
up and run a steel mill, is reported lo
have said that he would cat every
pound of steel produced in India. He
died of indigestion a long lime ago.
What is not so well known is that the
then British Government refused to
give to Jamshedji Tata the data it
had on the iron ore available in east-
ern India which had been surveyed
by the Geological Survey of India.
Jamshedji Tata had to carry out his
own survey under the most adverse
circumstances. TISCO is a symbol of
his enterprising spirit and dedication.
This is the stuff of which entreprens-
urs are made™.

Studio Chief

The new president of the Association
of Motion Picture Studios for 1981-82
is Hosi Wadia, a prominent business-
man in the film industry.

Managing Director of the Bombay
Film Laboratories, a partner of Bom-
bay Sound Services, said to be one of
the largest sound recording studios in
India, and a director of Bombay Film
Enterprises, Wadia, is also treasurer
of The Cine Laboratories Association,
according to a press release.

A Commerce graduate of Bombay
University, Wadia, 42 also represents
the Association, of Motion Picture
Studios and Cine Laboratories Asso-
ciation on the Raw Film Steering
Committee, is a corporate member of
the British Kinematograph Sound and
Television Society of UK. and a
member of the Society of Motion Pic-

Wadia: behind the silver screen

ture and Television Engineers of the
U.S.A.. notes the release.

Driving Force

Zarine Taraporevala, newly appoint-
ed secretary of the 21,000 member
Western India Automobile Associat-
icn (WIAA), has been appointed Ho-
norary Secretary of the Federation of
Indian ~ Automobilc Associations
(FIAA), from 1 May this year, accord-
ing to a press release.

Taraporevala: motoring improvements

“With her at the helm of affairs,
the WIAA, the FIAA and the motor-
ing public generally can look forward
to an era of progress and growth and
an improvement in motoring condi-
tions and facilities for the members.”
notes the release.

Taraporevala, who has been in the
textile field for the past 25 years, is a
graduate of Bombay's Elphinstone
and Government Law Colleges. where
she is said to have won all the coveted
awards, including the Kinloch Forbes
Gold Medal,

The FIAA is the parent body ot all
automobile  associations in India,
whose interests it safeguards on the
national and international level. A
road atlas of India has also been
compiled by the FIAA with informa-
tion for tourists.

The WIAA, established in 1919,
provides members with a break-down
service, facilities for paying taxes, re-
newing driving licences. and issuing
international driving permits. Mem-
bers also get the benefits of a five
percent rebate in motor nsurance
premium, and are offered a discount
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of 10 percent at sclected hotels, notes
the release,

Silent Success

Aban Nadir Unwalla of Bangalore
was chosen the deaf woman of the
year 1980 by the Quota Club of
Bangalore, according to a Canara
Bank promotional release in the Dec-
can Herald of 9 January 1981. “Not
content with working as a punch ope-
rator in Canara Banks head office,
Aban requested a transfer to a morz
challenging position”, notes the publi-
city write-up, adding that Unwalla
was given “the opportunity to prove
herself at the counter of the Benson
Town branch at Bangalore.

“Aban today has more than justifi-
ed the faith placed in her. She has
worked hard to establish an excellent
rapport with every customer. Her ir-
repressible smile more than makes up
for her silence and her efficiency has
impressed not only Canara Bank..."

Her father, Ervad Nadirshaw Un-
walla is the panthaki of the Banga-
lore agiary.

Holiday in the Hills

The picturesque western ghat hill
station of Lonavala has its first 5-star
holiday resort, thanks to the reputed
Bombay hoteliers and constructors,
M/s. B. Jamasji Mistry Pvt. Ltd.

A sister concern of the Fariyas
Hotel in Bombay, Fariyas Holiday
Resort was designed by architects
M/s. Dara B. Mistry and Pariners
who won a competition held by the
promotors to select the best design.

“Several siles near Bombay were
considered,” noted Pesi M. Shaw

Technical Director of the Fariyas

An artists impression of the Fariyas Holiday Resort.

Hotel, “but after a thorough market
survey and feasibility study, Lonavala
was finally selected being the most
easily accessible hill station.”

According to a report prepared by
the. architects, the design was based
on the requirements spelt out by the
management which consisted of 50
Guest Rooms in the ‘First Phase’ and
40 Rooms in the ‘Second Phase,” a
conference room for 100 persons, two
speciality restaurants, a coffee shop,
card room, bar, health club, an all
weather glass enclosed swimming pool
and other ancilliary facilities.

“The main concept of the design
is based on the idea of a plaza, sur-
rounding the swimming pool, where
there is a sense of happening with the
people exposed to maximum partici-
pation in the activities surrounding
them and promoting visual continuity
with various public rooms and the
landscaping so as to offer a totally
new style of living”, note the archi-
tects.

The man behind the hotel and
construction company is Hosi Mistry,

Mr and Ms Mistry: classic entrepreneurs,
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a graduate of the J. J. School of
Architecture who is said to have star-
ted his firm with a capital of
Rs. 10,000. The classic entrepreneur,
Mistry built his modest partnership
firm into the thriving construction
companies of B. Jamasji Mistry Pvi.
Ltd. and Bomanji Mistry Pvt, Lid.
which have built some of the finest
multi storeved structures in Bombay
such as Woodland Apartments, 1l
Palazzo. W.LA.A. Club., Persepolis,
Fariyas Hotel and Harbour Heights.

“In 1970 when the Government
gave an incentive to the Hoteliers,
Mistry started the construction of Fa-
riyas Hotel at Colaba and proceeded to
Europe for further studies for the
planning and interior of new modemn
hotels,” notes the firm’s  write-up.
“The word Farivas has been derived
from the names of his first two daugh-
ters Farida and Yasmin and the hotel’s
restaurant ‘Abanara’ has been named
after his third daughter Aban.

“Fariyas Hotels Pvl. Ltd. was the
first hotel to get a loan from the Go-
vernment of India Hotel Development
Loan Board and was also the first to
return the loan in 1980 before the
stipulated period.”

Mistry's wife Amee looks afier the
house keeping and interior decoration
of the hotel. An affable out-going
person, Ms Mistry mentioned at the
press conference that the company’s
staff pitched in whole heartedly for
the Lonavala venture. For the press
conference to announce the opening
of the resort, one of the staff mem-
ber’s wives, Ms Murthy had embroid-
ered a design of the holiday resort.

The Lonavala Holiday Resort is the
second hotel venture undertaken by
the Mistry’s. “The management is
confident of making this resort a suc-
cess,” notes Ms Pamela Malkani, mar-
Keting and sales manager. “Fariyas
will provide great employment poten-
tial, the project will be a great boon
to the local economy as well as the
w?in'l‘ community in and around Lona-
vala.




Filling a Cavity

The Zoroastrian Dentists Organiza-
tion, (ZDO), based in Bombay, has
plans 1o collect funds to sponsor de-
serving Zoroastrian studenis to under-
go training in dentistry, notes a re-
lease from the ZDO on the occasion
of their first Scientific Session, held
on 24 May at Bombay's Radio Club.

A small committee has reportedly
also been formed by ZDO to hold
dental camps in the rutal areas of
Nargol and Udvada for poor and
needy Zoroastrians, for which a den-
tal chair and other equipment was
donated by noted Bombay dental
surgeon and president of the Dental
Council of India, Dr. Fali Mehta, who
chaired the day's proceedings, states
the release,

The Scientific Session featured an
audio-visual, talks and a question-
answer session followed by lunch,
notes the release, these activities were
preceeded by an Extraordinary Gene-
ral Body Meeting. “the basic purpose
of which was to spruce up the
organization’s constitution and 1o re-
gister life membership.”

Ir. Kotwai reading the manpatra.

Founded 27 years ago, the ZDO
has around 20 members, with Dr. D.
Sorabjee as president, and seeks 1o
invite more members from India and
abroad to enrol, according to Dr, Soli
Javeri, joint honorary secretary of the
organization. Life membership is for
Rs. 25 while Patron membership is
for Rs. 100 in India and for those
abroad, $25 and 5100 respectively,
notes the release. Inquiries may be
addressed to Dr. 5. M. Javeri, 8/31,
Grants Building, Arthur Bunder Road,
Colaba, Bombay 400 005.

Panchgani Dar-e-Meher Gold
The Seth Nanabhoy Bezonji Choksi
Dar-e-meher, situated at the piclures-

Dentists (L. to R) S. Sahukar, Ratan Doctor, Mehia, Sorabjee and Porus Turner.

que hill-station of Panchgani celebrat-
ed its 50th anniversary with a jashan,
contributory dinner, kirfan and other
events. Hormuzdiar Dinshawji Chok-
si. grandson of Nanabhoy Choksi.
spoke on the origin and development
of the Dar-e-meher whose birth date
falls on Adar Mah Adar Roj (1 May).

A manpaira  was  presented by
Dr Mavroze S. Kotwal, great grand-
son of the founder. to Ervad Pavri
who has served the Dar-e-meher for
30 vears. A casket. shawl and purse
were also presented in recognition of
his services.

Among those participating in the

functions were Dastur

Hormuzdyar
Norshirwan Dastoor of Pune, Dastur
Hormazdyar Mirza of Udvada, Sir
and Lady Jamshedji Jeejesbhoy, Kir-
tankar Parver Katrak. relatives of the
founder and others.

Promoting Peace
Heading the Indian delegation at the
Fourth Asian Regional Council Meet-
ing of the People to People (PTP)
International Meeting at Taipei, Re-
public of China, was Behram S. Sidh-
wa, president of the Bangalore Parsi
Zoroastrian  Anjuman, notes a press
release,

Sidhwa was chairman of the Work-
shop for Expansion of the PTP Orga-

nization at the conference.

A former banker, Sidhwa is =aid
to be the backbone of the PTP Nat-
ional Centre, having founded two im-
portant PTP chapters in Bombay and
Madras, organized the Tenth Decen-
nial Anniversary Celebrations of the
PTP National Centre in Bangalore
and staged the fourth PTP World-
wide Conference at Bangalore.

The PTP was founded in 1956 by
the late President Eisenhower to pro-
mote world peace and understanding.

SPOTLIGHT

The first Indian woman (o be awarded
the Chevalier de I'Ordre des Palmes
Academigues by 1he French govern-
ment is Kaity Nariman, vice-president
of the Alliance Francaise de Bombay.
The award is given to those who are
dedicated to the diffusion of the
French language, literature and cul-
ture. (Times of fndia 12 April 1981).

The new director-general of the Mon-
treal Symphony orchestra is Zarin
Mehta, brother of Zubin Mehta, con-
ductor of the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra. The Montreal Symphony
is scheduled 1o tour the Canadian and
American  west  next  fall.  (fadian
Express 6 June 1981

Mr. R. Hormazdiyar, sccretary of
Ahura Chemicals, Bombay, has been
elected president of the Indian Che-
mical Auxiliaries Manufacturers Asso-
ciation for the year 1981-82, accord-
ing to The Economic Times.

Jal H. A. Vakil, a retired magistrate
and administrator of Seth Charities
has been elected president of the
David Sassoon Library and Reading
Room, the oldest library in Bombay.
(Free Press Jowrnal 20 May 1981).

Naval H. Tata, noted industrialisc and
president of the Employers Federation
of India. has been re-elected for an-
other three-year term to the new Go-
verning Body of the International
Labour Office, Geneva. (Indian Ex-
press 200 June 1981).
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

Navjots in Yazd

The largest navjot ceremony ever to
be conducted in Iran, was reportedly
that of 33 boys and girls in Yazd, on
20 March this year, according to a re-
lease from the Zoroastrian Inter-
national Cultural Association (ZICA).

“Considerable efforts had to be put
in by the Tehran-based ZICA Com-
mittee for staging the Navjotes”, not-
ed Russi Surti ZICA president, ad-
ding, “In view of the various difficult-
ies prevalent in Iran these days, speci-
al steps had to be taken to coordinate
with helpers in Yazd. Likewise, very
special efforts had to be made in view
of the fuel rationing, to arrange for
two buses to transport 72 ZICA
members and well-wishers 700 kilo-
meters away to Yazd.

“The function opened with a de-
votional song sung by nine of the 33
initiates, this being an auspicious nu-
mber because of the 33 Amshaspands
(angels) or Ratus (chiefs). This was
followed by a speech by the renown-
ed Garhic scholar Dr. Ali Akbar Jaf-
farey, who expounded on the virtues
of each individual having the liberty
to choose for himself whether he
wished to be initiated as a Zarthoshti.

“Not surprisingly, therefore, the
age of the new initiates was between
nine and 21 years. This speech was
followed by the main event with
Mobed Kerman Katrak first praying
the Havan-geh and Atash-nyaish ac-
cording to the Iranian custom, while
the initiates and Mobeds remained
seated on the s'age. Thereafter the
Mobeds conducted the Navjotes in
groups of nine, so as to complete
them in four groups. This was follow-
ed by Dastur Meherwan from the

ZICA committee members

Yazd Atashbehram reciting the Do-
ova Tandarosti . .. the function termi-
nated wih traditional dried fruits, tea
and Yazdi cakes being served to all
present.”

The release notes that ZICA was
“able to meet the expenses for the
Navijotes from funds built up over the
years mainly through membership
subscriptions and the net proceeds of
its various functions. The peramnis
to the initiates came from donations
by well-wishers. The gifts to the initi-
ates included Dr. Ali Akbar Jaffarey's
Stor-Yasn, Gathic Text of the Aves-
tas  with Persian Translation and
Commentary, copies of which were
donated by Sazmane-Farouhar, a
Tehran-based association for Zartho-
shti youths.”

ZICA was formed in Tehran five
years ago by “a few enthusiastic Zar-
thostis mainly from India and Paki-
stan in order to render cultural and
other services to the community”,
states Surti, adding that, “over the
years, it was necessary to coordinate
increasingly with local Zarthoshtis
and Iranian Anjumans, as a result of
which ZICA was proud to have more
than 50 percent of its 200-strong
membership comprising of local Zar-
thoshtis.”

The ZICA managing commiitee
consists of president Russi Suorti, vice-
president Navroze Mamlatdar and
members Homai Mistry, Rustom
Zarrapoush, Kersi Bhesania, Arde-
shir Zonji, Firdosh Shroff, Khodaram
Gavashni, Mehmosh Surti and Nari-
man Mavelwala,

Service to Singapore
A Keki and Nargis Medora Block,

has been added to the Singapore Lep-
rosy Relief Association (SILRA), in
“recognition of more than 23 years
service” by the Medoras to SILRA,
notes a release from the Association.

The late Keki Medora was the “pil-
lar and architect” of the Association,
while his wife, Nargis, has served the
SILRA in various capacilies, includ-
ing that of president, since she first
joined as an ordinary member in 1953,
states the release.

It was during her term as president,
according to the release, that “the
present SILRA Home for the desti-
tute was built at Lorong Buangkok Off
Jalan Woodbridge for those unfortun-
ate  victims who were shunned by
their own kith and kin and from soci-
ety. These destitutes lived in isolation,
in extremely sgualid conditions not
fit for human habitation.

“It is through her initiative and
valuable advice that it was possible
for the Association to embark on this
project of building a Home for these
unfortunate ones. Today, there are
about 100 former lepers being accom-
modated who enjoy all the decent
modern healthy conditions.

“Workshops for basket-making,
carpentry etc. were introduced in the
Home for the benefit of these folks
who could earn an extra income for
their pocket-money.”

Besides her work at SILRA, Med-
ora 15 also president of the Women's
and Girls' Home, president of the St.
Andrews' Hospital Board, a commit-
tec member of the Parole Board, on
the finance committee of the Y.W.C.A.
and vice-president of the Singapore
Sports Council for the Handicapped,
according to the release.

Mohed Kerman Katrak

Katrak with initiates during the ceremony
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- Adoption

The emotionally charged issue of who
is a Parsi, is once again being raised
by the Adoption of Children Bill,
1980, now before the Indian Parlia-
ment.

According to the bill, an adopted
child will have the same rights, pri-
vileges and benefits as a natural born
child. The question thus arises that if
Parsi parents adopt non-Parsi child-
ren will the children be considered
Parsi and will they be entitled to all
the Parsi religious and trust benefits.

To safeguard against non-Parsis
being considered Parsis, several anju-
mans and individuals have writlen to
the Prime Minister and ministsr of
law, justice and company affairs. to
exclude the Parsis from the scope of
the bill or to amend some of the clau-
ses as suggested by Rustom Gae, a

“Can the trustees be com-
pelled to grant the benefits to
non-Parsi children?”

senior advocate of the Supreme Court
and a former law sccretary to the
Government of India.

Gae's suggestion, and that of sever-
al others, is that the adoption bill be
so amended as to prevent non-Parsis
from receiving any of the benefits,

rights, privileges, efc. reserved for
Parsis.
Gae's clause  states, “Where the

child adopted belongs to a race or
community or has a religion differeni
from that of the adopter or adopters,
nothing in this section, shall effect the
race. community or religion of the
child, and the adoption shall not by
itself confer on the child any rights
in regard to matters relating to race,
community or religion of the adopler
or adopters, which the adopted child
would not have had, if it were not
adopted.”

In a letter to the Prime Minister,
Ms Roda Mistry, a member of Lhe
Rajya Sabha from Andhra Pradesh,
stated, “It has come to our knowledge
that some Anjumans on their own
without consulting their general bodi-
¢s have written to your kindself requ-
esting that the Parsis may be exempt-
ed from the purview of the Adoption

and the Parsis, 1981

Bill which is before the Parliament...

“In this connection, the undersign-
ed has written letters to over a 100
Anjumans all over the world asking
for their opinion after consulting their
general bodies, especially the youth
and eminent Parsi Zoroastrian Advo-
cates of the Supreme Court. Their
opinion will be compiled and for-
warded for your information as soon
as it is received.

“It is hoped Madam, that you will
give us time to do a proper study and
inform you in due course before any
action is considered to exclude Parsis
from the purview of the Bill.™

Shiavax Nargolwala, the contro-
versial president of the Delhi Anju-
man and a vice-president of the Fe-
deration of Parsi Zoroastrian Anju-
mans of India in a letter to the Prime
Minister stated, “It is. .. very essential
that the Adoption of Children Bill,
1980, should be made applicable to
the Parsi community in the same way
as to all other communities except
the Muslims...

“Due to various socio-economic
reasons, and emigration from India,
the Parsi community in India is
dwindling in size. Due to housing
shortages and economic difficulties,
many Parsis are unable 1o or marry
very late. Consequently, the fertility
rate has dropped and, as each succeed-
ing census shows, there is a sharp de-
cline in the Parsi population of India...

“Inter-community marriages are on
the increase not only amongst Parsis
but amongst other communities also.
Spouses in such marriages should
have the unfettered right to adopt a
child and to bring up the child in the
religion of the adoptive mother, or
the adoptive father. This would be in
the interest of the welfare of the ado-

pted child.”
A note on adoption prepared by
Keki J. Gandhi, the Federation’s

honorary secretary, states “Can the
trustees of the existing funds... be
compelled to grant the benefits to
non-Parsi children adopted by a Parsi
parent?

“The answer to this legal issue
would depend on the terms of the
Trust Deeds. These generally provide
that the beneficiaries would be Parsi

Zoroasirians, and give unfeitered
powers and absolute discretion 1o the
Trustees to decide without assigning
any reasons, whether to deny or to
grant the benefits under the Trust
Deeds to a particular individual, and
if so, to what extent. Hence even
when the Adoption Bill, in its present
form and without the proposed am-
endments, becomes law, it would be
left to the discretion of the Trustees
of cach Trust whether or not they
should grant the benefits under the
Trusts to non-Parsi children adopted
by Parsi parents.

“Even if the above contention is
for any reason found to bes incorrecl,
the Trustees, if they so desire, would
be able to deny the benefits of the
Trusts to non-Parsi children adopted
by a Parsi parent on the ground that
the settlor’s express wish was to con-
fer benefits, on Parsi Zoroastrians
only.

“It would therefore seem that there
are enough safeguards built into the
Trust Deeds and the Trustees of the
individual Trusts will be free to de-
cide this issue on their own without
any interference or compulsion.”

The most important criterion for
determining the contents of the Bill,
should be the sentiments of the adop-
ted child and the parents-to-be.

Would Parsi parents

tell their adopted children
to follow another religion
or none at all?

If Parsis adopt a non-Parsi child,
and this may be the only recourse
for couples where Parsi children may
not be available for adoption, is the
child not to be brought up as a Parsi
Zoroastrian? Would Parsi parents tell
their adopted children to follow an-
other religion or none at all?

Or should childless Parsi couples
who cannot find a Parsi child to ad-
opt, never have adopted children?

The community has to search for
an answer based not only on customs
and beliefs, but also compassion and
understanding.
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THE

‘GAHAMBAR STYLE’

Gahambars, which went out of vogue
in the metropolitan cities, are making
a comeback. For the last three years,
the once Iraditional, seasonal commus-
nity feast has been held on Jamshedi
Navroze on the Cricket Club of India
(CCI) lawns in Bombay. And more
recently the Mancherji Joshi Parsi
Colony. Dadar, hosted a gahambar to
mark its 60th anniversary.

The idea for reviving gahambars in
Bombay was mooted by Katie Mehta,
partnzr in the noted Bombay law firm
of Mulla and Mulla and Cragie Blunt
and Caroe and her husband Dr. Fre-
die Mehta, a noted economist in
Tata’s. The Mehtas who are active in
community affairs and who gave the
noted scholar preacher Khojeste Mi-
stree his initial boost in the Bombay
community, thought of the gahambars
after several visiting Zoroastrian
scholars, amongst them Professor Will
Oxtoby. John Hinnells and Cyrus

Pangborn, spoke of the need for the
community to get together and how
the gahambars once fulfilled this
function. -

“Just being together is important—
for the individual, for the family and
for the community... communal life
and culture grow and prosper when
the communily congregates together
and lives together”, emphasised Nadir
A. Modi, noted Bombay lawyer,
speaking at the Dadar gahambar, held
at the Dadar Parsi Gymkhana grounds
on 21 March, where he was the guesl
of honour. Modi. the founder of ths
Young Collegian’s Zoroastrian Asso-
ciation (YCZA), and his wife, Homai
took on the onus for organizing the
CCl gahambars from the informal
commiltee of doctors, housewives and
professionals. who organized the first
gahambar three years ago.

The number of guests at the gaham-
bar exceed 2.000. making it amonpst

The CClI Gahambar: “Chaiye hame Zarthosti”

{Top right) Hambandagi with Khojeste Mistree (right) the Gahambar Jashan
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the largest Zoroastrian communily
get-togethers in the world, more than
even the number at the Third World
Zoroastrian Congress held in Bombay
in 1974

At the CCI gahambar, a jashan,
followed by a hambandagi led by
Khojeste Mistree, a play — Zarathosti
Jeegar, an episode from the Shah-
Nameh, compiled and directed by
Homi Tavadia and Tehmi Daman-
wala was enacted by Parvana Irani.
Farokh Dotiwalla and Dinyar Tiran-
daz, and an audio-visual, Tavarikh,
based on the enterprising “spirit of the
Parsi pioneers, especially Jamshedji
N. Tata, was screened.

At the Dadar gahambar, besides the
customary fashan, three navjoles were
performed by Ervad Rattansha C.
Panthaki, priest at the colony’s Rust-
omframna Agiary, and Ervad Rusi-
omji Panthaki, principal of the Dadar
Athornan Boarding Madressa, assist-




ed by some of the Madressa students.
Other programmes performed by
colony residents included an Iranian
dance, choreographed by Pearly Bat-
tiwalla, song and dance items and a
costume drama on the Jamshedi
Navroze tradition — Vare-Jam-Kard,
written and directed by Mithoo Jesia,
the dynamic rallying force behind the
colony’s activities, in consultation
with Ervad Rustomji Panthaki, with
sound effects and recording by Sam
Poonawalla. Ms. Jesia’s tableau pre-
sentation, Amar Jvori Zarathusira,
was recently performed at the Nation-
al Centre of Performing Arts’ Tata
Theatre, and has run to several pack-
ed houses since it was first performed
last year.

An innovative touch to the proceed-
ings was the colony youngsters dress-
ed in Iranian costumes greeling guests
with a sprinkling of rose water as
they entered, popping a sugared con-
fection into their mouth, and a glass
of falooda on the house.

The gahambars have attracted cri-
licism from several quarters in the
communily, who state that the gaha-
mbars were traditionally free and
open o the entire anjuman of the
place. The Bombay gahambars charge
between Rs. 20 and 25 which barely
covers the costs. Whatever amount 1s
left over is used for charitable pur-

poses.

The criticism led some of the orga-
nizers to term the C.CI. evening a
‘gahambar style’ function. But as peo-
ple realize that it is not possible 1o
feed all the Parsis in Bombay free of

The Dadar Gahambar: (clockwise)

the song-skit, ‘Darling tari mari sathe
peheli moolakat chhe’; a token of
appreciation from the colony residents
to Mithoo Jesia, presented by Soli Morris;
the mavjot ceremony; and Vare-Jam-
Kard — a costume drama on

the Jamshedi Navroze tradition.

cost on any given day at any given
time. the affixed ‘style’ will gradually
be dropped as the community comes
to accept the modified 20th century
version of the age-old feast.

“The Gahambars are six holidays or
periods of holidays, each of the dur-
ation of five days, that occur at stated
times of the year,” according to Jiv-
anji Jamshedji Modi’s book The Reli-
vious Ceremonies And Cusioms Of
The Parsees.

Modi notes, “the first object of the
celebration of the Gahambars was lo
offer thanksgiving to God for the in-
stitution of the different seasons, on
the regularity of which depended the
prosperity of the world. To this pri-
mary object was latterly added the
object of offering thanks for the cre-
ation of the six best and grand objecis
of Mature — The Heavens. Water,
Earth, Vegetable Creation, Animal
Creation, and Man...

“The Gahambars are generally ac-
companied with solemn feasts, where-
in members of the family, or resi-
dents of a street, or a town particip-
ate. Gahambar-ni-chasni, 1.e. the cere-
monial and communal eating of the
things offered in the Gahambar cere-
monies, forms an important part in
the Gahambar celebration,

“It was considered to be the duty

of a Zoroastrian to celebrate the Ga-
hambars. Then how were the poor 1o
celebrate these? The Afringan of the
Gahambar suggests a way for that. Tt
says that all may participate in the
public Gahambars and pay their mite,
however poor, according to their
means.

“Every Zoroastrian nead not cele-
brate a Gahambar separately. There
may bz public Gahambars, celebrat-
ed by the members of a family or by
the inhabitants of a particular streel
in a town or by those of a particular
village or town. All may parlicipate
in these public Gahambars...

“Of all ceremonial occasions, the
Gahambars were considered to be the
principal occasions for ceremonial
gatherings. Universal  Brotherhood,
which we often hear spoken of, was
one of the principal objects aimed at
in the public Gahambars. The rich
and the poor — rich and poor not
only in wealth but in intellectual
knowledge — of the town were ex-
pected to meet together and 1o learn
from each oilher.”
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Parsis’ Housing Right Upheld
Judge S. F. Rego at the Bombay City
Civil Court gave a ruling affecting
the rights of minority communities,
and upheld the right of the Parsis to
maintain the Dadar Parsi Colony area
as an exclusive Parsi  residential
preserve,

Bust of Mancherji Joshi: Founder-
father of the Dadar Parsi Colony.

The decision was delivered in suits
filed by the Parsece Central Associa-
tion Co-operative Housing Society, the
Zoroastrian Building Society and two
other Parsi plot holders in the
area against builders who had pur-
chased properties in the area and were
threatening 10 sell the additional fiats
constructed in the buildings to persons
who were not members of the Parsi
Zoroastrian community, in breach of
a covenant cntered into between the
original plot holders and the Zoroas-
trian Building Society.

The plaintifis contended that the
Deed of Covenant restricted the use
and occupation of the buildings built
on about 103 plots in the Dadar-
Matunga estale only to Parsi Zorous-
trians. This was under a building
scheme formulated in 1926 by the
Zoroastrian  Building Socicty, in con-
junction with the then City of Bombay
Improvement Trust, to meet the hous-
ing needs of the Parsis.
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The 103 plots comprised. in the
scheme were agreed to be leased o
the Zoroastrian Building Society for
999 years in°1926. In turn, the Zoro-
astrian Building Society allowed the
leases to be taken in the names of its
nominces, or substituted tenants in
consideration of such nominec execul-
ing the deed of covenant, whereby he
agreed that the buildings would be
given for use and occupation or resi-
dence only to members of the Parsi
Zoroastrian community.

The defendants, who were owners
of the plots in question, the builders
and the non-Parsi purchasers of flats,
contended that such a covenant did
not run with the land so as to be bind-
ing on the successors in title of the
original contracting parties, and that
in any event, after the coming into
force of the Constitution of India, such
a covenant was void as being opposed
to public policy and also violative of
the defendants’ fundamental rights not
to be discriminated against on grounds
of religion, and to reside and settle in
any part of India.

The judge negatived the contentions
of the defendants and held that funda-
mental rights did not apply to the
field of private contracts and were
available only against the State and
against State action, The judge upheld
the plaintiffs’ contention that living to-
gether was essential for and helped
minority communities like the Parsis
to preserve and protect their culture
and language and their essential cul-
tural identity, which protection was
afforded to all minority communities
by Article 29 of the Constitution.

The judge found in favour of the
plaintiffs on the issue of the building
scheme and granted to the plaintiffs
an injunction restraining the defend-
anis by themselves, or by their ser-
vants and agents or persons claiming
through or under them from, inter alia,
parting with possession of or letting
out or otherwise dealing with the flats
in the suit buildings, for being used
and occupied by persons who were not
members of the Parsi Zoroastrian
community.

Mr. N. A. Mody, Mr. B. R. Zai-
walla, Mr. F. E. DeVitre and Mr. J. P
Avasia appeared for the Plaintiffs. Mr,
Y. H. Muchhala, Mr. A. Rajabali and
Mr. K. H. Modi appeared for the de-
fendants in the main suit.

Mr. K. 5. Cooper and Mr. D. §.
Parikh appeared for the Parsi Pan-
chayat, who were allowed to inter-
vene in the matter. Mr. P. K. Pandit
appeared for the Municipal Commis-
sioner.

(fndian Express 30 April 1981)

Rich Indians who sided

with British

The Jeejechhoy papers in the Bombay
University library  collection throw
light on the obstacles that nationalists
like Dadabhai Naoroji faced during
the last century from affluent Indians
who were outright pro-British.

Naoroji: ‘purely selfish’

" The Jegjeecbhoys and Sasoons do-
minated the commercial and political
life in Bombay before the advent of
the Tatas,

Sir Jamsetji Jeejeebhoy, who carried
on a profitable China trade in cpium,
cotton, tea and gold with Jardine
Methesor at the Canton end, in a letter
now at the archives, wrote to Gover-
nor-general Northbrook: “My opinion
is that the government with the very
best of intentions is making a mistake
in giving the masses very high-class
education at too cheap a rate. As a
rule, the natives do not seek or appre-
ciate this high education for its own
essential value but simply in the hope

Jeejecbhoy: making a mistake
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of obtaining thereby advancement in
the government service.”

Some of the Jeejeebhoy papers run-
ning into 11.000-0dd sheets in 4% copy-
books, are now here for repair and
preservation. The most interesting of
them is the correspondence of Sir Jam-
setji *with  British  officials, friends,
bankers and business houses during
1826-1876.

In another letter, the biz business
baron wrote: “l have no sympathy
with men like Nowrojee Ferdoonjee
and Dadabhai Naoroji who [ look
upon as merg political agitators who
pretend to have at heart the interest
of their countrymen but whose aims
and purposes are purely selfish”,

{The Times of India 8 June 1981}

Lifer for Cne in Pithawala

Murder Case

One person was sentenced today Lo
life imprisonment by the Surat sessions
judge, Babubhai Patel, for having
caused the murder of Nariman Pitha-
wala, former vice-president of the
Surat district panchayat, on September
3 last. Six others charged with the
same crime were acquitted.

Raman Chittu Patel, alias Gomla,
was convicted under section 302 read
with section 34. He was, however.
acquitted of charges under section 302

Dilip Desai, Shantilal Patel, Bikku
Chittu, Kalidas Dhamiji, Jayanti Surji
and Channu Chinda were acquitted of

Ferdooniji: pol.i.ﬁml agitator

charges under section 302 read with
sections 34, 148 and 149

Nariman Pithawala, president of the
Surat jilla poultry farmers co-opera-
tive society, Chalthan, was driving to
his office on September 3 when a truck
dashed against his car on the outskirts
of Chalthan.

When Pithawala got out of the car
and tried to run away, sIX Or seven

driver, surrounded him and baliercd
him with sticks, rods and other wea-
pons. They left him bleeding about
50 fect from the car. He succumed to
his injuries in the civil hospital in
Surat.

The sessions judge held that the
prosecution had firmly established that
six or seven people delivered blows
and caused injuries and also that onc
external injury and six internal injurics
were sufficient to cause death.

The judge held that the prosecution
had proved beyond doubt that the
main accused, Raman Gomla, was
among the assailants who caused the
murder.

The judge also held that the prose-
cution had failed to, prove beyond
reasonable doubt that the others
accused had committed the alleged
offence.

Mukund Joshi appeared for the pro-
secution and Bipin Hazari for the
accused.

{The Times of India, 9 June 1951}

Life for Accused in Parsi

Fire Temple Case

A servant of the Parsi fire temple al
Fort, Bombay, who had murdered
another employee of the temple last
year, was sentenced to life imprison-
ment by Justice B. J. Rele.

read with section 148 and 149, people from the truck, including the The trial for what came to be
| —— S ——— e e m—
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known as the Parsi agyari murder case
had started on May 8. The killer,
Homi Minocher Karanjia was sentenc-
ed to rigorous life imprisonment under
section 302 of the Indian Penal Code
and to a further rigorous imprisonment
for two years and to pay a fine of
Rs. 500 under section 437.

Homi had been charged with the
murder of Darabshaw Cawasji Elavia,
who had been working at the Vatcha
agyari at Dr. D. N. Road, Fort, for
several years.

While trying to get away with the
temple valuables, Homi had been
nabbed by Darabshaw on the night of
September 3 last year. In the scuffle
that ensued, Homi reportedly assaulied
Darabshaw with a knife and a wooden
log and after killing him, threw his
body in a well situated in the temple's
compound.

Homi, who fled from the spot, was
subsequently nabbed by the men and
officers of the Palton Road police
station. Darabshaw's body was re-
covered from the well after the culprit
had confessed and was taken out by
the fire brigade. The blood-siained
clothes of both Homi and Darabshaw
were also recovered by the police.

The judge dismissed the defence of
the accused that some outsiders had
committed the murder. The accused
was defended by Mr. Singh and pro-
sccuted by Mr. Golwalla,

The case was investigated by sub-
inspectors Yengde and Gaonkar under
the supervision of inspector M. F.
Irani.

(The Times af India, 29 May 1981)

Dadi Bulsara’s Superb Show

A sleek blus Ambassador slowly rolled
on to the stage and stopped and Shihan
Dadi Bulsara slipped under its rear
wheel, A karate cry from Bulsara and
the car passed over his groin as the
8,000 crowd watched in disbelief at
the sprawling St. Thomas school pre-
mises in Calcutta,

Bulsara claims it to be a unique
achievement as according to him no-
body in the world has ever attempted
to pass a car over the groin.

But this was not the only spectacular
feat Bulsara, branch chief, director
and controller of the All-India Kyoku-
shin Karatedo, achieved. He had earlier
broken eight slabs of ice, each weigh-
ing 70 Ibs., to create another world re-
cord, surpassing the record created by
M. Nakamura of Japan, who broke
six slabs of ice at the karate Olympics
at Tokyo in 1979,

{The Times of India 12 May 1981)

A Hundred Years Ago

A movement of considerable interest

has sprung up within the last few
weeks among the Parsee community
here, a movement which may have the
most important results for that com-
munity if taken up by leaders who are
thoroughly and intelligently in earnest,
but which will, of course, end in no-
thing if left in the hands of Parsees
who care for an agitation of the kind
chiefly as an occasion for displaying
their verbosity. It has been variously
described as a movement in favour of
religious education, or as one for re-
ligious reform, but as it calls also for
the religious education of the priestly
class, who ought to be the educators,
and as its chief aim is to ascertain
what the Parsee religion really is, it
may be described with more accuracy
as a movement in favour of a revival
of true Zoroastrianism among profess-

ing Zoroastrians., The circumstance
which gave rise to the present discus-
sion on the subject was an article on
the Parsees, by Professor Monier
Williams, in the March number of the
Nineteenth Century, but the readiness
and zeal with which the Parsees them-
selves seem to be taking the matter
up show that there exists a widespread
feeling of both need and room for
such a revival. There is another and
more recent circumstance popularly
assigned as the occasion of the present
movement, but although Mr. K. R.
Cama seemed to lend colour to thal
surmise in his recent lecture. the
Parsees are really indebted to Frofes-
sor Williams for their present atten-
tion being directed to the purity of
their Zoroastrianism.

{The Times of India 2 May 1981}
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THE TOWERS OF SILENCE

The people sit, all dressed in white
Their eves well up with tears.
They're paying homage to their dead
They know their time oo nears.

The incense burns with sandalwood
The smoke clowds up the place.
The people sit. Staring, Staring.

Ar the corpse's bloodless face.

The incense burns with sandalwood
The priests' voices infone

Pravers to Alwra Mazda

“A sinner’s siny condone”

The pravers end, the priests are through
The men in white file past

Thev pay iheir respects to their dead.
Ir's all over ar lasi.

The pall bearers showulder the corpse,
Men hardened and dour.

Followed by grieving men in white,
They proceed to the Tower.

Beside the path, the peacocks dance,
Softly sway the trees,

For just a while the sorrow’s forgot
i In the whispering, wafting breeze.

: Upon the pleasant winding path
l Sudd'nly a shadow falls,
High np above the swaying rrees,
A vilture fioarsely calls.,

In grim and silent majesty

The Tower of Silence stands

To greet the corpse that once did live
Greer @t with outstretched hands.

At last the trail comes to a halr
Before the Tower's doors

The shouldered corpse is carried in,
The birds unfurl their claws.

| The hunger siricken beady eyes,

Glare balefully in flight

Sharp beaks open on seeing the corpse,
And swoop down out of sigh.

The mourners’ eves well up once more,
The vulture — death on wings,

Rears its ugly head and feasts,

Afar, a peacock sings.

Rohinton B. Mody
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SPORTS

The Daroga

The Darogas are one family that be.
lieve in carrying their own weight —
and a lot more. Rusi, Vispy and
Neville have all made a name for
themselves in the muscle tensing sport
of weight lifting.

Vispy, the second brother has con-
sistently broken national record after
record, and at the National Weight
Lifting Championships which werc
held in New Delhi this March, he
claimed the middle-heavyweight title
by creating a new national record.
Earlier this year, he captured the
bronze medal at the Commonwealth
Weight Lifting Championships held
in Auckland, New Zealand.

Not to be outdone by his older
brother, Neville won the super heavy
weight title at the National Weight
Lifting Championships, and earned
the title of the strongest man in the
country,

Rusi, the eldest brother, who won
the Maharashtra State Championship
in the light heavyweight class in 1978,
and the Greater Bombay Champion-
ship in March 1980, is still an active
contestant, and was the first of the
young men in the old Parsi Bombay
bastion of Balaram Street to take up

the sport.
Their father, Keki, a gymnast who
taught at the Marwadi Vidyalaya

High School, gave the boys the impe-
tus to take up the sport.

Vispi, who represented India at the
8th Asian Games held in Bangkok
where he stood fourth, recalls the en-
couragement given to the brothers by
various persons and instilutions. At
the Sir Cowasjee Jehangir High Scho-
ol and Behramji Jeejeebhoy School,
the school staff helped out, with
Ms Roshen Driver, the principal of
the Jeejecbhoy school ensuring he
received a glass of milk during the
short recess,

Later on Dinshaw Merchant, an
active community member who has
assisted numerous Parsi sportsmen,
gave him a “diet allowance.” In order
for a weight lifter to indulge in the
sport, a protein rich diet is crucial but
expensive. The brothers down six eg-
gs around the time of competitions.

At the Burhani College, Vispi was
given “full facilities” and a scholar-
ship. Rusi, who first took up body
building and then switched to weight
lifting, notes that a person cannot do
both things. “You have to decide
which muscles to develop.”

He bemoans, “the lack of scientific
training” for the sport in India. Most
of what he learnt was gleaned from
Russian and German weight lifting
magazines,

Neville, started out ‘hating’ weight
lifting. “My brothers forced me to go
with them. I used to sit and watch
and then 1 became enthusiastic.

MNeville: Strongest man in India.

Vispi: doing a squat snatch.

Brothers

Weight lifting is ve for the
health, if it’s done i?r tmght man-
ner.”

The peak years of weight lifters lie
between 30 and 33 years, according
to the brothers; with Vispi and Nevil-
le, in their early 20°s, and Rusi. still
o approach the mid 30's, the Daro-
£a’s have a healthy and a ‘heavy’ fu-
ture before them.
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AEK ATMAKATHA

REFORM AND REBUKE

The life of Dastur Dhalla XV

Aek Atmakatha is the autobio-
graphy of the late Dr. Manek
Nusserwanji Dhalla, high priest
of the Pakistan Parsis and a
religious scholar of world regute.
This is the fifteenth edited

and condensed extract from the
English translation of the book—
‘Dastur Dhalla-—-The Saga of a Soul’,
by Gool and Behram Rustomiji,
published by the Dastur Dhalla
Memorial Institule, Karachi.

THE STORY S50 FAR

Born to a poor dastur family in
Swrat on 27 Awugust 18735,

Dhalla moved with his family to
Karachi three vears later. He was
married o five-vear-old Cooverbai
when he was eight years old.
After failing his matriculation,
Dhalla sought employment while
educating himself in religious
matters. The Parsis of Karachi
made arrangements for him 1o
study for his masters degree in
franian languages at Bombay
University. While in Bombay
Dhalla came into contact with
several prominent Parsis of the
times, with whaose assistance he
went to New York's Columbia
University. There under the -
guidance of Professor AV.W,
Jackson, the well-known
Zoroasirian scholar of the wesi,
Dhalfa was awarded his Ph.D.

in 1908, Four years in the west
had alftered Dhalla’s owtlook 10
life and religion. He was now the
propogator of new concepts,
examining Parsi customs and
traditions in a scientific [ieht.

On his retirn to India, Dhalla
was nominated the Dastur of
Karachi, on 19 September 1909,
his 35th birthday, Dhalla wished
to elevate the status of the
priestly class by encouraging priests
to educate themselves in religious
matters and ro voice their opinions
irrespective of the wrath of the
orthodox in the community,
Dhalfa advocated reforms in the
established religion and felt rhat
the priests were best suited lo do
this.

One of the first guestions that de-
manded my complete attention was io
establish a kind of association that
couid orgamize @ Zoreastrian Confer-
ence to ponder wpon and discuss pro-
blems pertaining to the progress and
stterment of the community. Il was

.my desire and hope that all the das-

turs, mobeds and ervads of all the
varied-sects could meet on a common
platform and ponder upon their own
condition.

It was my idea to offer the chair-
manship of the first conference to one
who by birth was a befidin but a trus
dastur in conduct 2nd in wisdom—
Ulema Khurshedji Cama. But fate had
ordained otherwise and, within a week
of publishing my circular, all of a
sudden his heart failed and he passed
away to meet his Maker.

The suggestion to hold a Zoroas-
trian Conference was welcomed with
enthusiasm by a large majority, but in
order to make it more cffective many
people from Bombay advised that the
Conference be thrown open 1o the
entire community so that any commu-
nal question regarding its improvement
could be discussed.

It was decided to hold the Confer-
ence at Bombay on 16th, 17th and
18th April 1910. 1 personally met
many leading men of the community
and won their sympathy for the move-
ment. 1 persuaded. the learned Dastur
Darab Sanjana of the Wadiaji
Atashbehram to accept the chairman-
ship of the adhoc commiltez and re-
quested the deputy Dastur Rusiom
Sanjana to work as the secretary. The
first three meetings of the commiltice
were held under the chairmanship of
Dastur Darab and the work went on
smoothly.

Upto this time the community had
welcomed the preliminary Conference
with one accord. Daily and weekly
newspapers spared no pains in giving
it their whole-hearied support. Yet
within a short span of time, it was
whispered that the Conference was not
in realty all that it appeared io be
in public’

Our adventurous, forceful. daily
communal newspapers, through eight
editorials a week and 12 articles

scribbled during the 12 hours between
dawn and dusk, completely confused
the community, The more conserva-
tive members resigned from the com-
mittec and the Zoroastrian Conference
that had its birth and ils existence
without any sect or party or opinion,
suddenly came to be regarded as a
separate, extreme, reformist party and
henceforth took the semblance of what
it was not.

Accusations of two kinds were
levelled against the Conference. Un-
circumscribed, fiery, accusations alleg-
ed. that the organizers of the Confer-
ence were endeavouring to coat with
a veneer of the west, the customs of
the community. Others were definite
and pointed out that the Conference
was irying to seize the Gahambar
funds: that it was determined to limit
the burning of sandalwood. that it
desired to throw open the gateways
of the community 1o non-Zoroastrians,
and that it was advocating cremation.

The complaint regarding the
Gahanibar fund was not entirely un-
founded. Instead of conserving lakhs
of rupees for communal dinners on
certain days of the year in Bombay
and other places, they could be utiliz-
ed in more beneficial ways to the com-
munity. The most that the Conference
could have done about it would have
been to try to cultivate communal
opinion about it.

The question of sandalwood arose
because there is a vast difference bet-
ween the fragrant fuel that was used
in Iran ages ago, and is still being
used there, and that which we are using
since we came to India. We use ex-
tremely expensive items like sandal-
wood and frankincense most lavishly.
This was not done in Iran. Ahura
Mazda does not estimate a man's faith
according to the weight and valuc of
sandalwood and frankincense.

If it could be proved that the Con-
ference was being invited only to re-
vive the joodin question that had jusl
recently abated, then it would become
so unpopular in the community (hat
it would be suicidal. And the opposi-
tion spared no pains to do so.

Just as the opposition towards the
Conference had driven away the ortho-
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dox group from us, it had at the same
time, bought into our fold many in-
different individuals of more reformist
views who had not bothered to concern
themselves with communal questions
or o take part in any of its movements,

Gradually the Conference became a
reformist body, although serious. bal-
anced moderates like Jeevanji Mody,
Meherwanji Cama and others continu-
ed to take an enthusiastic interest in
it. In such an inflammatory atmos-
phere the work of the Conference was
inaugurated.

As I crossed the threshold of dastur-
hood, the majority of the community
frowned on me. The violent opposi-
tion leaders succeeded in branding me
guilty in the eyes of the masses. Mak-
ing capital out of my not being a
maratab, messages started pouring in
from Bombay not to recognize or ac-
knowledge me as a head priest. From
all sides I was accused of having
presented Zarathushtra as an ‘ordin-
ary’ man.»l was charged with harbour-
ing vain presumptions of reforming the
religion of Prophet Zarathushtra. I
was labelled a dangerous dastur and
an irresponsible reformist.

As 1 was not wont to writing or
speaking in public to explain the in-
justices done to me, 1 had to endure
them patiently.

A mammoth meeting of the opposi-
tion party was called at the Faramjee
Cowasjee Institute to read out the pro-
tests against the Zoroastrian Confer-
ence that had been collected from vari-
ous cities of Gujerat by string-pulling

from Bombay. At this meeting I was
attacked in unrestrained language.

A very highly qualified university
graduate, well-known for his impe-
tuosity, with the purpose of playing
upon the sentiments of his audience,

Ahura Mazda does not
estimate a man’s faith according

to the weight and value of
sandalwood and frankincense.

even crossed the limits of common
courlesy to say that only a wretched
community like the Parsis would tole-
rate such an insult to their Prophet.

Such incitement would not alwavs
fall on deaf ears. Some weak-minded
men would surely try to act upon il
To write anonymous letters is an un-
fortunate weakness of our community:
hence it was but natural that I started
receiving threatening and  profane
letters.

My co-religionists of Karachi had
sent me 10 Bombay to crown the Con-
ference with success. The opposition
party left no sione unturned to stop
the meetings from being held.

Rumours had alrcady reached the
realm of my dasturship even before my
return to Karachi that T had been dis-
graced in Bombay and that the Parsi
stalwarts of that land had made it in-
cumbent upon me to flee from the
Conference Hall by the backdoor.

At Karachi, a very strong party was
in the opposition. Under the leader-
ship of the managing trustee of the
Saddar Daremeher, 25 people made

an impassioned appeal to the com-
munity through handbills, to dethrone
me from the seat of the high priest.
The leaflets that were printed in Guje-
rati were freely distnbuted amongst
Hindus, Vohras, Memons and Khojas,
while through letters in English they
tried to impress wpon European
officers not to consider me as the high
priest of the Parsis any longer. Since
the Conference had beea held in Bom-
bay, these men did not forget to
apprise the Governor of Bombay also.

1 did not scorm the sentiments that
had been growing against me in the
community. My views were not o
conformity with those of my cnilics,
vel I respected them.

1 listened to all that was said against
me, read everything that was writlen
to run me down. If anyone wished 1o
seek an explanation, 1 did not grudge
him the time or the opportunity. Those
who met me personally, usually left
as friends.

Most of the things that were spoken
or written about me were nol fruc-
they did me injustice. Yet I refrained
from replying to anyone. My suppor-
ters were displeased with this attitude,
but I persuaded them that my work
Wils WMy answer,

During this period 1 commenced
publishing a monthly magazine en-
titled Asha, containing valuable arti-
cles on Zoroastrian ethics, history,
philosophy, etc. Due to insufficient
circulation it faced a deficit and had
1o be abandoned. Strange as it may
seem, the number of orthodox sub-
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A Parsi at Persepolis, 1981 A.D,

Here we are

Among Kings of Kings
Foreshadowed in flight

By Farovahar’s wings

His umbrella

And shoe

Now they bear him a cow
Now butter

Now a lamb

Now wool

Who are these bearers?

How much have they borne?
Where are bearings?

What makes the markings of a King
Or of a stone Farovahar's wing?

I Write English

[ write English

Avestan dead

Hindi in the cinema

Parsi Gujarati engraved in tomes
I've no one to blame

The Raj went

Bombay's not a homeland

Nor an island :

England America Iran. . . .

A moneyed minority’s unpitied
If charity’s in-bred

There’s no color to plead
Ahura outlawed deviation

All merry and weak

There’s nothing to fight
Malabar Hill, Ooty Races
Doongerwadi, ‘Dharamsalas’
All variously decaying

We've neither Vampire nor Camille
We've Boeings to fly

Nuclear reactors for fission
Birds to feed on the dead

As Lady Chichi said

‘Have a poet’

My skin neither black nor white
A Persian dusk

grows green

Hoshang Merchant
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Avesta gives no evidence of the
completeness and correctness
to be expected of a language
that may be conceived as
celestial.

scribers was greater than that of re-
formists.

Till the beginminz of the last cen-
tury the system of the priests of our
commumity giving religious  instruc-
tion to their Sock through sermons
was mkpown: nor did the literate
ity spread apy such knowledge to
the masses through lectures and talks.

After Sarat came under the jurisdic-
ton of Bombay in 1600, its Governor,
Sir Jomathan Duncan, sanctioned a
monthly salary of Rs 50 to Dastur
Cowasie= Rustomji, the high priest of
the Shanshais of Surat, instructing him
that m order to remain loyal 1o the
government it was incumbent upon him
to give religious teaching to the Parsis
from time to time, and whenever the
government requjred any explanations
regarding the customs and practices ol
the Parsi community, the same should
be supplied.

During that period the community
bad commenced being educated to
some degree and a new group of young
meén who had studied English had
been created.

Navroji Darabji Chandaru, the ac-
tive and alert editor of the Halkaru
{the Herald) and the Chabuk (thz
Whip) of Bombay, gave a talk in Guja-
rati at the Town Hall on The Customs
and Practices of the Parsis. Later,
when Reverend Wilson waged a jihad
against Zoroastrianism, he gave talks
refuting the same.

From ancient times the pulpit has
been an integral part of the Christian
Church. Under the direction of Re-
verend Wilson the youth of our com-
munity who had acquired English
education, were attracted to Christian
churches to listen to their sermions
and were deeply influenced by them.
It was their earnest desire that our re-
ligious leaders should give them similar
service.

The Rahnumai Mazdayasnan So-
ciety, which had been established in
1851, later organized sermons and lec-
tures from time to time. But we did
not conduct regular Sunday services or
sermons as in Christian churches. The
reformist press  and the  educated
youths of the community were con-
stantly calling for them but no practi-
cal steps were taken to cater to their
needs.

During my stay at New York, 1
frequently attended one church or an-

other on Sundays. At that time 1 had
made up my mind that on returning
to Karachi I would arrange to orga-
nize regular prayer meetings at  the
Daremeher on the four Hamkaras of
each month. This hope of mine was
fulfilled on my attaining the head-
priestship.

With the eager co-operation of some
enthusiastic youths and the sympathy
of our leaders, an organization, based
on the principles of the world-famous
Y.M.C.A. came into existence amongsi
the Parsis of Karachi and it was called
the Y.M.Z.A. (Young Men's Zoroas-
trian Association), From the inception
of the association we gave prime im-
portance to congregational — prayers
and sermons on every Hamkara.

But as the initial excitement abated,
the congregation gradually thinned.
For seven years we continued these
Hamkara prayer-meetings, despite very
poor participation. But when it  be-
came impossible to atiract people, we
had to end this religious movement
meant to foster a feeling of devotion.

A question which is as old as the
hills, yet always seems fresh, is the
question of praying in a current and
comprehensible tongue.

In one of our issues of the Rahnuma
of 1926, I had penned an article about
this. Some passages from which are
quoted below:

“From the beginning of the last cen-
tury, the youth of the community be-
gan to study English literature. Many
years of the students were spent in
acquiring this knowledge. This was the
first time that Zoroastrian youths were
availing of such high and wide educa-
tion and spending 15 or 17 years of
their lives in its pursuit. The new age
of religious and social movements had
set in, first in the Province of Bengal
and later in Bombay.

“In the middle of the 19th century
our community too came under the
influence of this new age. There was
a clash of new and old ideologies and
heated debates ensued on certain ques-

tions. One of these quesiions was this
topic of prayer in an intelligible
tongue.

“This question of praying n a lan-
guage that can be understcod was
born of the group of youths who had
attained this new type of education.
They feit that to pray in a tongue
which was beyond its ken was mere
mcaningless babbling ... Despite the
lapse of seven decades its demand has
not been met. Its appeal continuecs
and the opposition too, is as strong
as when it started. This question is of
grave imporlance to the religious life
of the community.

_“The foremost and strongest oppo-
sition against the request to pray in
an intelligible language was that
Avesta was a celestial language . . .
Avesta was the language of Iran when
Zarathushtra began to compose his
verses. He had studied in that Jangu-
age and it was also in common use,
hence it was natural that he should
write in Avesta,

“Should it be presumed that Avesta
is composed by Ahura Mazda, Him-
self, and that its source is spiritual,
then its prime quality must needs be
its perfection. But Avesta is not in-
fallible. Avesta gives no evidence of
the completeness and correctness to be
expected of a language that may bc

‘conceived as celestial.

“The perfect writings of a spiritual
language should be such as would
apply equally to mankind at every
stage of his existence. But the major
portion of what has been written is
merely a portrayal of the local move-
ments, traditions, superstitions, cus-
toms and the social life of the people
of those times. It is impossible to
apply them to changed times and
climes, conditions and circumstances.
Man’s work is never perfect. Even so
the Avesta, written by man, is not
perfect.

“Whatever Awveslan writings are
existing with us are utilized as pray-
ers. These prayers can be divided into
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Faith is not concerned with the
prayer of the supplicant —
it is sufficient that he prays.

two parts, The first class is comprised
of the Gehs, Nvashes, Yashts and cer-
tain portions of the Khordeh Avesta,
which make up our daily prayers. The
second contains the Yajashnes, Vis-
parad, Vendidad, Afringan, Afrin and
other liturgical prayers recited by
priests in ceremonials.

“It is thought that all this religious
literature from beginning to end is
prayer. The truth is completely con-
trary to this belief. A very small part
of all that is recited is actual prayer,
A variety of subjects like theolugy.
ethics, religious sayings, rituals.
legends, psychology, history, geo-
graphy, sociology, political economy,
jurisprudence, genetics, physiology,
pathology, hvgiene, science of the umi-
verse, astronomy, geology, botany,
zoology, biology, etc. are included.
Even those who have not studicd
Avesta can easily find this out by read-
ing the late learned Ervad Cowasji
Kanga's - Gujerati translation of the
entire Avesta,

“The Avesta is an invaluable docu-
ment of the development, thinking,
customs, and conduct of our fore-
fathers who lived more than 3000
years ago. But history, geography,
pathology, and biology are not prayer.
Only some verses of the Gathas, a few
passages of later Avesta, and a couple

of lines that can be gleaned on close
examination can be termed prayer. All
clse is only a composite collection of
the various aspects affecting the life
of the Iranian nation of those days.

“We are told that all the Avestan
writings are allegorical, ambiguous
mystical, concealed. figurative and
svmbolic, What can be read on the
surface i not the truth—the under-
lying purport is completely different.

“These translations are not the out-
come of the linguistics of the so-called,
modern, materialistic age. On reading
any of the translations it will be readily
seen that the subjects enumerated
above as contained in the Awvesta
scriptures are correct, and the same
has been declared with one accord
by Pahlavi, Sanskrit, Persian and
Guijerati translations in different ages.

“Mankind has always painted the
past as perfect and has glorified 1t as
‘the golden age’ and held it up as an
example worthy of emulation by the
present generation. But merely be-
cause this has always been done, i
is not necessarily right. Man’'s life in
the past was as replete with vices and
virtues as it is today. It is not as if
men exist in the present age whereas
angels inhabitated the earth in by-
gone days......

“Three decades ago a Pahlavi book
entitled Boman Yasht was prescribed
by the University in the sy?labus for
the study of Persian languages. In our
existing Avestan literature the Boman
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Yasht is not to be found. but all sorts
of stories about its miraculous powcrs

have been prevalent amongst the
superstitious section since  ancient
times.

“It is said that formerly the mag-
cal power of the Boman Yasht was so
great that anything could be achieved
by merely reciting 1t. But people began
to misuse it and to utilize it to destroy
their enemies and to derive selfish
benefits through it, so the Almighty
retrieved that Yashr. When this text
was first printed and published for
college students, some enthusiastic
publishers of the Khordeh Avesta be-
ean to include this Pahlavi Boman
Yashi also in their Gujerati version
of the Khordeh Avesta.

“No prayer, that is written in Pah-.
lavi, which has a mixture of the Semi-
tic tongue, is ever recited, nor is this
a prayer. It is an essay wherein its
authors write about the rise and fall
of the Persian Empire, of the evil days
that are to befall it at the hands of the
Romans, Turks and Arabs and they
write as though they are foretelling the
end of existence,

“In sheer ignorance many recite
this Pahlavi document as a prayer and
believe that they are reaping a harvest
of virtue. Without the slightest doubt
and with complete conviction many
innocent  co-religionists  recite this
narrative as a miraculous prayer, hence
it is not at all surprising that they
derive a mental relaxation and a sens¢

371483




‘of physical well-being from it. Blind
faith can move mountains.

“When other nations have spiritual
literature sufficient to submerge @
secker, ours is suffering from a
drought. Due (o unfounded and ima-
ginary fears that the Avesta would be
forgotten and forsaken, any attempt
made in the. direction of supplying
such necessary prayers, is nipped in
the bud. .

“The jihad that was waged against
Ervad Bharucha, a true and noble
Athornan scholar of the last century.
for taking the initiative about 50 years
ago, to Tecite prayers in Gujerati to-
gether with each verse of the Avesta
and to sing Gujerati devotional songs
during the sermons delivered by him,
under the auspices of the Rahnumai
Mazdayasnan Society, is still fresh in
people’s mind.

“Such perversity is responsible for
stemming the creation of devotional
literature in understandable language
in our community. Fanatical reli-
giosity keeps the devout and thirsty
soul starving and unsatisfied—our im-
poverished ~devotional literature 13
gasping for breath.

“Fantastic legends that Avesta is
mystical and  supernatural,  that
strange vibrations are wafted heaven-
wards by the merc uttcrance of its
words, exerting miraculous influences,
do not enhance its worth. Such a con-
cept of prayer pulls it down from its
spiritual heights to the lowest rungs
and instead of inspiring, turns it into
sorcery.

“To him who has absolute faith
and undoubting belief, prayer whether
in a language that is understood or
not, is just the same. Faith is not con-
cerned with the prayer of the suppli-
cant—it is  sufficient that he prays.
With uplifted hands and a humble
heart he reads and recites the narra-
tive of the conflict that is carried en
between the angel of rain and the
demon of drought (i.e. between Tishtar
Yazad and Apaosh) or, in a melodious
voice he prayerfully chants the des-
cription of the length and breadth of
the River Ardivisur.

“The man in whom faith has in-
fused serenity, contentment and joy,
questions not the need for compre-
hensible prayer. But the awakened soul
and the questioning mind are not at
peace. Our excessively orthodox peo-
ple prohibit any questions concerning
incomprehensible prayer. As a result
a section of the community is being
reared today that does not pray at all
because it believes not in unintelligi-
ble mumblings and is faced with a
barrier against its urge for intelligi-
ble prayer.”
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IN MEMORIAM

Dicd: Hilla Vakeel, 77, author, and
cultural catalyst, who co-founded
Nalanda., a group dedicated to  pro-
mote Indian studies; on 6 May 1981,
after a months illness in Bombay.

*Her writing was read and won her
admirers, among them Aubrey Men-
en, an old friend who repeatedly urg-
ed her to write more.” wrote Adil
Jussawalla, the noted poet, in an in-
terview with Vakeel published in the
Sunday Standard of 31 August 1980
entitled Twe Sisters. “But she argued
then that English was a foreign lan-
guage and that she’d never be able to
write in it as an English person.”

A former editor of the first Indian
journal for women, [ndian Home.
Vakeel was a regular columnist for
the Kaiser-E-Hind weekly and  also
wrote for The Bombay Chronicle,
The Asiatic Digest and several other
publications, dnd authored the book,
The Good Citizen, a compilation of
advice for children.

Over the 25 years of Nalanda's exi-
stence, small groups of people would
gather in the sisters’ rustic home in
the Bombay suburb of Bandra to
talk about and discuss subjects rela-
ting to India. "I always want it said
of me that I plucked out a thorn and
planted a flower where 1 thought a
flower would grow”, Vakeel had said
in the interview with Jussawalla.

“Hilla had a wide circle of friends
from whom she collected donations
for many a needy individual, charita-
ble cause, and institution. For noted
anthropologist, Verrier Elwin's work
among the tribals, Hilla organised the
Neplune Ball 1, and Neptune Ball II
for the Bai Jerbai Wadia Hospital for
children at Parel,” notes her sister,
Dossan, in a letter.

Hilla had strong views on her com-
munity and in the columns of the
Kaiser-E-Hind sh= “berated the average
Parsi boy for being a ‘hopeless prig’
and the community as a whole for
being ‘artistically bankrupt’ eternally
gripped by gluttony.” Jussawalla not-
es that Hilla held her father's view
that “the servants in Hyderabad arc
more polite than the Bombay Parsi.”

Hilla was educated at St Joseph’s
Convent, Bandra and later completed
an Oxford correspondence course.
“Inspired by her brother, she took 1o
journalism, and at the age of 17 pub-
lished her first article in The flustrac-
ed Weeklv of India, writes Dossan.

While Hilla was editor of Indian

Home. and in her thirties. she repori-
zdly bad a nervous breakdown which
resulted in her being confined to her
home for the rest of her life. Her
sister too, stopped going oul. In the
Sunday Standard interview, Hilla not-
ed. “1 have such a fright of distanc-
es... Aubrey Menen used to tell me
that meant I did’'nt want to go to
hzaven.”

Hilla is survived by her sister Dos-
san, elder to her by five years.

Died: Ardeshir F, Cama, 61, onc of
the founder members and honorary
secretary of the Borivili and Suburb-
an Zoroastrian  Association (BSZAJ),
on 29 March 1981, following a sud-
den heart attack.

“By his fervour. enthusiasm, inle-
grity. prudence and his approach lo-
wards work, the Association has
reached its pinacle within a short span
of five years. The void created by his
death 15 difficelt te fill and the
loss irrepairable,” noted a resolution
passed at a condolence meeting of the
BSZA on 17th April.

In the five years that Cama helped
suide the BSZA, varlous activiti-

Cama: ‘cared enormously”

es. programmes, 2 business service
and library, sale of low priced exer-
cise and text books to students, were
inaugurated. Cama edited the most
regular newsletter of any Zoroastrian
association in India

Yakeel: “plucked out a thorn and planted a flower™




A Bachelor of Engineering from
Pune University, Cama sftarted his
career with the noted construction
firm of Shapoorji Pallonji and Ilater
began a plumbing business which in-
volved him in the construction of the
Reserve Bank of India’s new build-
ings at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay.
till he retired in 1979.

Cama moved to the Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) township in Bori-
vili in 1974 and with the help of other
enthusiastic community members or-
ganized a successful Defr month jash-
an and Navroze function attended by
Zoroastrian residents of Borivili and
its environs. Encouraged by the res-
ponse, the BSZA was formzd and
formally inaugurated on 25 January
1976.

“In the passing away of Mr. Cama
we have lost a gentleman who lived
deeply. thought profoundly and cared
enormously for the welfare of the
community and of human bzings at
large,” noted an obiluary in the May
BSZA newsletter,

Cama is survived by his wife, Sillo,
and sons, Soli and Dinshaw.

IYed. Dr. Sam Khurshed Dastoor,
54, noted contact lens specialist; of
kidney failure, on 5 May 1981, in
Bombay.

A pioneer in the field of soft con-
tact lenses in India, Dastoor founded
the Dastoor Contact Lens Laboratory
in 1965, and was reportedly the first
to fit continuous wear soft contact

Dastoor: lens pioneer

lenses in India. He is also said to
have conducted a project for fiiting
contact lenses for the poor suffering
from conical cornea. free of charge.

Dastcor was presented the Service
Recognition Award of the National
Eye Research Foundation, Chicago,
in March this year, for his contribu-
tion to the eye care activities of thsz
Foundation, according to his bio-data.
His papers on contact lens read al
various meetings of the All India
Contact Lens Praclitioners Associa-
tion symposiums, wen him honors
and he also presented papers at the

Fourth and Fifth World Contact Lens
Congress in Tokyo in 1972 and Las
Yegas in 1976, notes a press release.

A Charter Member of the Lions
Club of Bombay and on its board of
direclors for two years. Dastoor is
said to have rzceived. the first achieve-
ment award for the first project of
Lionism in India — establishing the
Lions Eye Glass Bank.

Dastoor obtained his doctorate in
Optometry from Pennsylvania State
University, and underwent a special-
ized course in contact lens fitting in
the U.K. He was admitted as a fellow
of the Association of Contact Lens
Practitioners in London. and a fellow
of the American Academy of Opto-
melry in 1964,

- Dastoor is the author of the book.!
Micro-Corneal and Soft Contact Lens-

&8 Prescribine and Fitting Techni-
qles,

Dastoor is survived by his wif2
Roshan.
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