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The CER Victory

It was an astounding viciory, a triumph
of concerned citizenry over entrenched
powers. By an average margin of
around 1,000 votes, the Commitiee
for Electoral Rights (CER), a group
of lay individuals who banded together
barely six months ago, swept 224 of
the 227 seals in the crucial Bombay
Parsi Panchayat (BPP) Anjuman Com-
mittee ‘D" Register elections.

The results, which were formally re-
leased to the Press on April 24, came
over five weeks after the polling ended
on March 15. One reason for the delay
in the announcement is the archaic and
complex electoral system in which
voters had to elect 227 candidates out
of a total of 475 aspirants. Another
reason, is the threat of lawsuits on the
BPP by disgruntled losers.

In the “A’ Register in which CER
endorsed candidates won 45 of the 46
seats, the last one being tlied, one of
the candidates Jal M. Pawvri, alleged
electoral malpractices. His plea was
reportedly dismissed. In 1974 the A’
Repister had been swept by BPP
Trustee Nelie Noble and her Pundo-
tite group, followers of the late mysti-
cal leader, Minocher Pundole.

Of the 227 Committee of United
Zoroastrians” (CUZ) candidates only
three won: Dastur Dr. Firoze M. Kot-
wal, high priest of the Wadiaji Atash
Behram in Bombay, (3,741 votes), Jal
B. Contractor, a former deputy com-
missioner of police (3,641 votes), and
Dr. Dinyar M. Gamadia, president of
the Cusrow Baug United Sports and
Welfare League, (3,628 votes), Dr.
Sarosh Wadia, a well-known Bombay
homeopath who narrowly lost, was the
228th candidate with 3,598 votes.

The most humiliating defeat was
Noble's in the ‘D" Register (rank: 242,

votes: 3,155). In 1974 she was the
second highest vole getter after B. K.
Boman-Behram, the present Chairman
of the BPP. But this time, she trailed
several of her other parly members
who were routed.

A controversial person, MNoble was
disliked by many of her CUZ allies
who resented having to rely on her
band of volunteers for much of the

More than anything else, it
was the electoral system with
its inherent defects that
alienated the BPP from the
community and led to the
CUZ downfall.

campaign organization. Noble has on
several occasions clashed with Boman-
Behram and it was only the election
that brought them together. While
pressure on her to resign from the BPP
trusteeship is mounting in light of her
defeat, it is doubtful the feisty medical
practitioner and social worker will
oblige.

With the exception of Dastur Kotwal
who ranked 156 in the list of wvictors.
the community by and large voted
along party lines. The independent
candidates, many of whom canvassed
hectically, ended up at the bottom of
the list, most of them lagging behind
the lowest CUZ candidates by margins
of 500 to L1000 votes. The highest
independent vote getter was  Freny
Ponda, (1,304 votes), a lawyer and one
of the six women to take the BPP to
court on the voter registration rights
of Parsi women married to non-
Parsis but professing the Zoroastrian

faith.

The cross voting made no impact
on the final outcome other than affect-
ing the rank of the contestants. Doc-
tors topped the list of successful can-
didates with Dr. Pilloo Pervez Hakim,
a noted ear, nose and throat specialist,
securing the largest number of votes,
4,261. The other top vote getters are:
Dr. Aloo Billimoria, 4,219, Dr. Sam
Edulji Batliwala, 4,164, Dr. Kersi
Mavroji Hozdar. 4,140, Dr. Ratan Hor-
mazdiar Doctor, 4.126.

The reasons for the CER victory are
as many as for the CUZ defeat. The
CER  built its election campaign
around the economic and social plight
of the Parsis, claiming religious re-
forms were a matter for priests and
scholars. Through a series of public
meetings, printed leaflets and news-
paper advertisements, the CER pul
their message across (0 a communily
that had tired of the past leadership.
The CER. also had some of the best
managerial and legal talent on its side,
not to mention three of the four lead-
ing Parsi publications.

That onslaught, coupled with the
community's disillusionment with the
BPP, proved too much for the dis-
pirited CUZ campaigners. Though the
CUZ had the support of the BPP
chairman and the Jam-e-Jamshed daily.
which in the final weeks of the cam-
paign virtually blanked out all litera-
ture supporting the CER, the CUZ
could not overcome their biggesi
liability. the past record of the BPP,
The party, as one one crilic put it,
had to “defend the indefensible™. Many
of the CUZ leaders appeared unaware
as to how much hostility there was
towards the BPP. It was only at the
later stages of the campaign that the



CUZ took to attacking the BPP in
order to salvage credibility. But then
it was too late. Both Noble and
Boman-Behram had identified too visi-
bly with the CUZ.

Another mistake the CUZ made
was atlacking Nani Palkhivala, the
eminent jurist, for stating his personal
views on Zoroastrianism. However
incompatible his opinions may have
been with the CUZ, Palkhivala is
greatly respected in the community,
and by denigrating him, the CUZ lost
considerable support even  from
amongst its own members.

But in the final analysis, the CUZ
hardly ever functioned as a party. It
was basically an electoral alliance of
disparate, often warring factions with
no common ideology or purposc other
than winning the elections. Their total
election campaign was based on the
charge that the religion was in danger,
and the threat arose from the CER
which was a front for an evil force
of reformists. The CER quickly coun-
tered this charge and directed the
public’s attention to the economic ills
facing the community.

The CUZ, disheartened and without
any tangible leadership, could not
effectively counter, Their earlier argu-
ment that things should continue the
way they are and God will look after
the Parsis was poor comfort to a com-
munity that is economically and
socially floundering.

The CUZ did not correctly conceive
the felt needs of the community nor
comprehend its aspirations. Like the
Panchayat they chose to champion,
they were alienated from the commu-
nity they claimed to represent. The
leader of the CUZ, Cowasjee N. Din-
shaw, was selected because his candi-
dature was acceptable to all the fac-
tions rather than as a person who
could weld the various parties to-
gether.

The CER in the course of the cam-
paign inducted many new members
into its decision making processes
while the CUZ by contrast, atrophied.

But while the results brought cheer
to the CER camp, the voter mandate
brought also a responsibility to deli-
ver the goods which the CER charged
the past administration had failed to

do.

The CER’s first priority, and a step
dear to many of its members, is the
professionalization of the Panchayat
office. This would include a thorough
study of the existing situation, followed
by a rehauling and streamlining of
the various syslems, accounts proce-
dures, delegation of powers and a long
term plan for uplift of the community.

But these reforms may take years
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to bring about as the only responsi-
bilities the Anjuman Committee has
are to elect trustees as and when
vacancies arise, and to move the courts
of law for changes in the electoral
system.

It will be towards the end of the
year that Boman-Behram's second 10-

The popular vote was not so
much against orthodoxy as it
was against the establishment.

year term of office expires. At that
time the CER can elect its candidate
to the board of trustees. After Boman-
Behram, the next election is that of
Noble’s in 1984, The CER's main ally
on the existing board is Trustee Jam-
shed N. Guzder. The others are either
impartial or hostile.

Thus the CER may find its pro-
grammes stymied for a number of
years, unless the other trusitees co-
operate. Trustees, Dr. Aspi Golwala,
Eruch Desai, Maneck Hodiwala and
Jal Vimadalal have stayed aloof from
the political squabbling and should
therefore be in a position to work with
the new Anjuman Committee. But
MNoble, whose relations with Guzder
have been strained ever since he con-
tested for the trusteeship, remains an
enigma. Therefore, the new Anjuman
Committee’s first line of action is
limited to amending the electoral
system. This is a reform the CUZ also
propounded and the community fav-
ours. More than anything else, it was
the electoral system with its inherent
defects that alienated the BPP from
the community and led to the CUZ
downfall.

In the meantime, the CER’s ability
to offer some succour at the present
juncture, its capacity to act innova-
tively as it has in the past, with very
limited resources in an exceedingly

short period of time, may well deter-
mine its ability to make the BPP into
a vibrant, responsive and accountable
institution,

The popular vote was not so much
against orthodoxy as it was against
the establishment. The majority of the
community are ignorant as to the
powers and resources of the BPP. In-
stead of educating and informing the
public about the Panchayat's role, the
BPP and CUZ unwittingly made the
institution appear a far more potent
body than it is in actuality. Having
thus attempted to build up the image
of the Panchayat, they were, in the
final analysis, hard put to explain why
the once venerable institution had
failed to deliver the goods.
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How the Candidates fared

3 - » 25. Baji A. Khambatta 136 62, Godrej M. Pundol 125
e L pieas DR
: . Penicher A. Baksha 4, Parver D. Mithaiwala
List of candidates according 2. Siloo D. Zaiwalla 136 65, Fali B. Dastoor 125
votes secured. The first 46 candid~- 9. pjloo M. Maneckii 136 66, Roshan H. Daruwalla 125
ates have been elected to the 30, Savaksha D, Udwadia 136 67. Hoshang B. Charna 125
Anjuman Committee. The winners 31. Nadir F. Langrana 136 68, Darayus M. Talaly 125
are CER endorsed candidates in 12, Dee A, Irami 136 69, Behroz R. Crg;vl'lfcrd :%i
alliance with a group led by 33. Jimmy D. Adajania 135 70. Faroukh R. Sidhwa
= 34. Minoo M. Antia 135 71. Parver J. Rabadi 124
Dinshaw R. Mehta. 35. Jehanbux M. Wadia 135 72. Jaloo F. Dastur 124
. Sohra ishaw . Perc . arna
Rank Candidate Veotes 32 111 Ollia 135 74, Gm{ M. Unwalla 124
1. Dr. Gustad Patel 142 38, Dara B. Sidhwa 135  75. Baji J. Bharucha 124
2. Khurshed J. Bardi 140 39, Marzi M. Antia 134 76. Jal M. Pavri 124
3. Kaikhushru N. Navroji 139 40, Maval R. Mistry 134 77, Sherry F. Sidhwa 123
4, Armni M. Sethna 139 41, Sheru P. Navroji 134 78. Homi P. Mehta 123
5. Rusi N. Sethna 139 42 Rustomji C. Suntook 134 79. Bomi K. Sidhwa 123
6. Jamshedji J. Khambatta 133 43, Gool D. Qomrigar 133 80, Mahrukh B. Sidhwa 123
7. Sheroo C. Sanjana 138 44, Minoo R. Shro 133 81. Soli R, Hataria 123
g, Jamshed K. Sanjana 137 45, Scylla R. Vatcha 133 82, Fardoon M. Bajana 123
9. Minoo F. Patel 137 46. Khodabad B. Irani 129 83 Gool P. Dalal 123
10. Minocher D. Mistry 137 47, Dr. Ratanshaw K. Pavri 129 84, Jeroo D. Chhayela 123
11. Behram $. Engineer 137  48. Dinyar R. Panthaki 1286 £5. Minoo 5. Mehta 123
12, Mani M. Antia 137 49, Maneck D. Engineer 128 £6. Rusi M. Gandhi 123
13. Faroukh J. Irani 137 50. Hoshang M. Unwala 128 £7. Framroz Yariava 123
14. Shapur J. Irani 137 31, Dr. Minoo R. Bambot 127 88, Kersi B. Makihatana 122
15. Pesi A. Khambatta 137 52, Jehangir J. Hansotia 127 %9 Faram H. Kerawalla 122
16. MNoshir R. Mchia 137 53, Maj. MNoshir M. Pundol 127 90. Banoo B. Makihatana 121
17. Ratan D. Surveyor 137 54, Firoze M. Pundol 127 91. Spitman R. Panthaky 120
18, Darius R. Madon 137 55, Dadi J. Burjor 127 92. Bakhtavar M. Charna 118
19, Naoroji F. Tata 137 56, Tehmuras N. Anklesaria 127 93, Navroji Kutar 14
20. Homi R. Khushrukhan 137 57, Fali K. Sidhwa 126 94, Dr, Hoshang R. Mobedji 11
21. Jal M. Mistry 136 58, Armaity P. Mithaiwala 126 95. Firoze K. Sholapurwalla 10
22. Jimmy D. Talaty 136 59, Aspi C. Sidhwa 126 96, Khorshed 1. Cooper [
23, Bomi M. Mehta 136 60, Hormuz D. Anklesaria 126 97. Minocher 5. Patel 5
24. Gev F. Kharas 136 61. Mahtab P. Daruwala 125 98 Keki C. Kararia 3
~ 1 * 9, Burjor Paymaster 328 3. Dr. Nergish P. Dastur 262
C REngter 10 Dadlatcﬂui%t;gaji 318 32 F‘I::.-.a.r;?l Eg.rl(l:walléa : %i&
L i ¥ 11. Homi Chibber in 33. Dr. Perin C. Kerawalla
ot of caudidates In arder of 12. Zenobia P. Daroga 308 34 Dr. Syrus Darvish Irani 215
votes secured. The first 30 13. Adi Confecti 306 35, Burjor M. Mehta 211
didates Rave teabto . Adi Confectioner . Burjor M. Me i
candi been elec 14. Rustom F. Taraporewala 304  36. Jehangir M. Shastri 211
the Anjuman committee; 29 helong 15. Homi Mehta 303 37. Aspi N. Katgara 210
to the United Orthodox Group. Tg. Ei:ojahp:i lE~~u‘;1_1_g,v|:rl'.’.':lII11 ggg gg _Ilgal:y Adi ;.E'“EEE“"‘ Eg
CER , 17. orshe . Tarapore . Tehmton M. VATana i
E:he 30 :’;ﬂmﬂ only 18 1§, Manck Medhora 295 40, Maneck B. Vakil 206
= 19. Dadabhoy 5. Bovee 294 41, Adi P. Madan 205
20. Tehmi R. Damanwalla 290 42, Phiroze M. Banaji 205
Rank Candidate Voies 21. Gool D. Kolah 289 43, Jal J. Wadia 201
22. Kausy K. Kalapesi 288 44, Naoroze D. Baria 200
1. Meher Mastermoos 386 23. Firdaus P. Bhathena 284 45, Merwan P. Khambata 200
2. Perviz F. Dotivala 359  24. Kamal D. Dotivala 283 46, Murzban M. Master 198
3. Dr. Behram S. Pardiwalla 356 25. Dinshaw Spencer 283 47, Dorab R. Sopariwala 198
4. Dr. Minoo F. Wadia 354  26. Firoz Patel 278 48 Rusi D. Lakdawala 191
5. Dr. Rusiom Hakim 153 27. Adi Doctor 278 49, Framroze M. Gotla 188
6. Roshen P. F. Driver 347 28 Dr. Adi H. Dastoor 269  50. Amy Sam Darvish Irani 151
7. Jal Vakil 342 29. Mcher P. Khurodi 265  51. Dara Moshir Vania 143
8. Feroz N. Dotivala 329 30. Phiroze Tarapore 264 52, Gustasp Behramji Forbes 49 -
‘D’ Regi ter 3, Dr. Sam Edulji Batliwala 4164 17. Kali Jal Shavaksha Banaji 1993
Lt ot ng t%r }]icrsi ?&vmji ‘li-lomd?)r ::;g :E %hcmnp[)am B(gabl'm‘ gggﬁ
i i i 5..Dr. Ratan Hormazdiar Doctor . Firoz Peston)i Gandhi
A “:emdd“.;f'; Srcex ok 6. Shireen B. Motivala 4085 20, Dady Kaikhushru Contractor 3975
otes secured, The first 227 can- 7. Dinyar R. N. Contractor 4084 21, Dr. Sam Framrore Boyce 3969
fdates have been elected to the 5. Drh Sam Minocher Mahalaxmi- - %g g.l;::sha; *?Sk'l:l[ ]éil:amhata %gg?
juman ittee: walla 4084 23, Shava eki umgara
nr:jfmm tE:nénEn:“’dm “fl.‘hem 9. Ardeshir Mancherji Joshi 4072 24, Jehangir Dadabhoy Daroga 961
. and three from 10. Nariman Framroz Kanga 4060  25. Sohrab Edulji Morris 1958
the CUZ (see main arficle), 11. Dr. Dina Nanabhoy Patel 4052 26, Dr. Adi Kaikhushroo Sahiar 3958
12. Jehangir Eruchshaw Palkhiwalla 4046 27, Zal Kaikhushru Contractor 3955
Ranl: Candidate Voles 13, Dr. Yasmin Khurshed Vajifdar 4024 28, Parver Jamshed Tata 3953
; 3 14, Jamshed . Kanga 4021 29, Firoze Darabshaw Ghevara 1953
1. Dr. Pilloo Parvez Hakim 4261 15, Persis Jehangir Banaji 4001 30, Koover Cawasji Vajifdar 3952
2, Dr. Aleo Phirozshaw Billimoria 4219 16. Ervad Sam Sorab Panthaki 3994  31. Ervad Dadi Framroze Vacha 1943
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. Rustom Ardeshir
. Rusi Kaikhushroo Choksi

. Sohrab Framroze Ranji

. Pilloo Cyrus Aga

. Hoshi Hirji Malgham

. Rustom Framroze Zaiwalla

. Jamshed Framroze Motafram
. Ardeshir Nusserwanji Chinoy
. Katy Keki Baam

. Firoze Rustomji Kanga

. Minoo Faramroze Balsara

. Eruch Kavasji Tarachand
. Rustom Sapurji Sagar

Rohinton P. Chiniwala

. Tehmurasp Erachshaw Limath-
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. Milam Khurshed Kanga

. Fali Ardeshir Poncha

. Dr. MNoshir Sorabji Hadvaid
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walla
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. Thrity Edul Bharucha

. Pesi Jamshed Paymaster
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. Rustom K. J. Khambata

. Homi Phirozshaw Daruwala

. Gev Homi Irani

. Hoshie Jalejar Daboo

. Dishaw Keki Arsiwalla

. Kersi Minocher Gharda

. Mergis Rusi Unwalla

. Jivangi Maneckji Jamadar

. Zarin Erich Pithawalla

. Aspandiar Rashid Irani

. Burjor Darabshaw Thanawalla
. Pervez Homi Dastur

. Jamshed Rustom Mistry

. Hira

Bomanshaw Tavadia

Hormusji Hansotia

Sorab Pithawalla
Mariman Khurshedji

. Ardeshir Framroze Cama

Havovy Jehangir Unvalla

. Pilloo Dworab Khambatta

. Aernevaas Peshotan Kakalia
. Aspi Framroze Banker

. Jal Hormusji Hansotia

. Ararmie Fali Poncha

. Jamshed Khurshed Setna

Perver Bomansha Bhesadia
Khushrooh Pheroz Byramjee
Marzban Dorabji Doctor
Roomi Minocher Shroff
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. Silloe Kaikhushru Kavarana

. Minoo Jehangir Poncha

. Aloo Jehangir Colah

. Jehangir Khurshedji Screwvala
. Adil Jamshed Patuck

. Adi Rustomjee Engineer

Kersi Pirojsha Gazdar

. Dara Fali Master
. ¥era Dara
. Vispi Rusi Balaporia

. Dolly Pesi Jagus :

. Minoo Dinshaw Siodia

. Jamshed Dorabjee Engineer

. Mariman Eruchshah Mehta

. Sam Ardeshir Bharucha

. Jehangir Jamshedji Wadia

. Firoze Jehangirji Damania

. Rusi Moshir Kapadia

. Zarir Parvez Poonawalla

. Adil Polad Irani

. Aloe Sam Bharucha

. Rusi Pirojshaw Jesia

. Arnavaz Adi Patel

. Freny Minoo Presswalla

. Marjman Sam Kotwal

. Keki Manabhoy Shroff

. Maval F. Damania

. Bapsy Pesi Chubb

. Rusi Phiroreshaw Mistry

. Behram Jamasji Fatakia

. Rusi Nusserwanji Wadia

. Mariman Ratanshah Daruwalla
. Perin Erach Marker

. Farokh Mariman Katgara

. Dhunji
. Faredoon B. Meherii

. Firoz Darabsha Bhathena

. Jerry Kumana

. Mani Framjee Davar

. Kerzsi Savakshaw Setna

. Samy 5. Engineer

. Heroo Dhanjee Cooper

. Dasturji Dr. Firoze Meherji

Mehta

Cawasjj Nalerwalla

Kotwal

. Russi Fram Balaporia
. Dadiba Ratansha Driver
. Meher Dadi Powvala

Diana MWani Davar

Jesse Ruttonsha Kavarana
Hormasji Edulji Billimoria
Dara Tehmurasp Marfatia
Jaloo Behramji Randelia
Framroze Tehmuras Gorimar
Edul Phiroze Bharucha
Peterasp Rustom  Dubash
Maneck Madirshaw Goiporia
Zarsis Dorabsha Udhnawala
Mariman Edulji Mehta
Daulat Phiroz Mugaseth
qucr Phiroz Karbhari
Minoo Shapur Sethna
Behramshaw Jal Kalianwala
Minoo A. Kheshwalla
Farida 5. Patel

Dara Kaikhushroo Parakh
Sarosh Hormasji Batliwalla
Rustom Fruch Bharucha
Adi M. Patel

Phiroj Bhikhaji Bagwadia
Cawas Nariman Wadia
Hosi F. Mistry

Dolly Rusi Choksy

Cyrus Burjor Toorkey

. Rohinton Jamshedji Magra

Fali Jehangir Kavarana
Pheroze Pestonii Kharas
Homi Sorabji Talau

Perin H. Cabinctmaker
Shahrukh Eruch Bharucha
Shavak Bomanji Choksey
Homai Jal Hansotia
Jehangir Merwanii

Astad Madir Parakh

Savak Piruphaw Ghadially
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Farokh Moshir Rivetna
Phireze Hormusji Patel
Farokh Pheroze Munsill
Dali Maneckji Bhathena

201, Pola Burjor Mistry
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. Sheroo
. Kersi Kaikhusroo Commissariat

. Dhanjisha Framroze Ichhasporia
. Burjor Pirojshah Randeria

. Hosi Minoo Bhathena

. Kali Sohrab Mehta

. Sohrab MNavroji Billimoria

. Sam Nariman
. Kaiyos Tehmurasp Marfatia
. Adi MNariman Mogrelia

. Eady Jamasjee Eduljec

. Bakhtawar Nozer Karbhari

. Jehangir Tehmurasp Parekh
. Shernaz N, Munshs

. Lily Sheriar
. Ardeshir Kaikhushru Kathawalla
. Phiroze Cawasji Pithawalla

. Homi Phiroz Kanga

. Sorab Edulji Shastri

. Dara Masserwanji

Kateli

Khandhadia

Vaghchhipwalla
Jal Bomanji Contractor

. Rusi Jal Currawalla
. Ardeshir N
. Dr. Dinyar Maneckji Gamadia
. Gayomard Miroo Kathawalla

. Jeri Soli
. Mehernosh Homi Kapadia
. Perveen Mariman Mehta

. Dr. Sarosh Ratonji Wadia

ltalia

Doctor

Ervad Dr. Peshotan

Framroz Peer

Keki Sorabji Bharucha
Jehanbux Jehangirji Gandevia
Prof. Khurshed Cavasji Sheriar
Jehangir Framroz Shroff

Dr. Homi Burjor Dhalla
Madirsha MNavroji Aibara
Dr. Jamshed Ardeshir Modi
Ervad Ratanshah Cavasji
Panthaky

Ervad Wadir Eruchshah Turel
Kaikhushru MNavroji  Dastur
Dr. Rustom Behram Panthaki
Ervad Faramroj Behramii
Panthaky

Dr. Nellv Rustomiji Noble
Adi 5. Dhondy

Rustom Behramji

Furdoonji Kuka

Dorab Fruch Tata

Dr. Sconu Khurshed Sheriar
Bomanshah Hormusji
Minocherhomiji

. Mani Maneck Vajifdar

Dr. Rusi Maneck Billimoria

. Dr. Moshir Maneck RBillimoria
. Noshir Nariman Vajifdar

. Bomi Burjorji Shroff

. Hormazdiar Dinshahji Choksey
. Rustom Moshirwan Panthaki

Dr. Jal Hormusji Amaria
Maneck Billimoria

Col. Pesi Sorabji Cama
Aspi Framrose Langarana

. Rustom Jamsetjee Jeejechbhoy
. Dr. Rumi Ferdoon Byramjee
. Dr.
. Perin Manecksha Godrej

. Zarin Kersi Commissariat

. Faramroz Kaikobad Faramroz

Maneck Homi Pawri

Madon

. Kaikobad Jamshedji Antia

. Farokh Jehangirji Sidhwa

. Hoshang Shavaksha Kohina

. Homi Jamshedji Elavia

. Arnavaz Framroz Pestonji Khan
. Kobad Rustomji MNoble

. Edulji Hormusji Tura]

. Burjor Framroze Pavri
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. Shirin Tehmurasji
. Jal Merwanji Khan

Beluam Kaikhushru Mistry

. Homi Pircjsha Minocherhomji
. Jimmy Firej Khan

. Khorshed Soli Daboo

. Hilla Moshir MNagarwalla

. Ervad Fali Shapurji Master

(Elavia) '
Mariman Cawasji Panthaki

. Rohinton Burjor Dadachanji

. Darayas Khurshed Guezder

. Baji Sorabji Khambatta

. Pacterasp Darabshah Patel

. Coomi Shiavax Khambatta

. Eddie Pirojshaw Behramkamdin
. Dinyar Framroze Panthaki

. Shera Jehangitji
. Farokh Framji Govadia

. Pheroja Musserwanji Seervai
. Rusi
. Kaikobad Deorabji Katki

. Khushru Ratanshaw Zaiwala

. Homai Kavasji Boman-Behram
, Kersi Framroze Langrana

Bagwalla

Mavroji Katrak

Rustom Kecki Sethna
Hathiram

Ava Kavasji Boman-Behram
Adi Darabshaw Mehta

. Dinyar Bomanshaw Marfatia
. Rustom Jehangir Balsara
. Jal Musserwanji Kutar

Perviz Rohinton Engineer

. Margis Kaikhushroo Master
. Sam Shavak Choksey

. Jal Framroze Langrana

. Minoo Behramshah Aibara

. Maneck Khurshed Nariman

Dinoo Byram Desai
Kavas [jdivarji Sarondawala
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2886
2878
2873
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2852
2849
2845
2843
2843
2840
2837
2835
2828
2823
2820
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312. Rustomji Edulji  Billimoria
. Burjor Dinshahji MNargolwalla
. Roshan Behram Desai
. Jamshed Shavaksha Bharucha
. Dinshaw Faramroz Variava
. Peterasp Nariman Vajifdar
. Shirin MNoshir Guzdar
. Hormazdyar Shapursha Dalal
. Freny Keki Sethna
. Adi Manecksha Cooper
322, Shiavax Manchersha Todywala
323, Behram Cawasji Vajifdar
. Sapal Rustomji Dalal
. Homi Hiraji Vimadala
. Perviz Khushru Patel

Jiny Rustom Hormazdiar
. Kersi Behramshah Khergam-
walla
. Rusi Maneckshaw Mehita
., Margish Darayus Guzder
331, Sorab Navroji Adajania

332, Farokh Faramroze Panthaki
333, Roshni Moshir Pundole
334, Arnavaz Nariosang Desai
335, Meville Dinshawjee Madon
336. Farrokh Ardeshir Daver
337. Furdoon Kawvasji Mistry
338, Jeroo Kaikhushroo Lalli

339, Minocher Darabsha Patel
140, Khurshedji Maneckji Patel
34]. Rustom Kaikhushroo Patel
342, Percy Sorabji Charna

343, Kersi Rustomji Amrolia
344, Phirore Framji Driver
345, Aspi Ardeshir Daver

346. Freny Fredoon Bajan
347, Piloo Sheriar Bharda

148, Sam Nusserwanji Pithawalla
349, Freny Dinshah Madan

350. Vera Framroze Variava

2747
2743
2741
2739
2737
2735
2734

2722

2719
2718
2717
2714
2710
2709
27045
2703

2703
2699
26498
2697
2697
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2692
2692
2691

2689
2689
2687
2683
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2680
2676
672
2671
2670
2659
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2638

151. Pirojshah Dosabhoy Parakh
352, Dinshaji Dadabhoy Kapadia
353, Soli R, Zaiwalla

144, Ratanshah MNanabhai

3155, Farida Kaikhushroo Parakh
156, Homiyvar Keki Wadia

157, Dr. MNoshir D. Daruwalla
358. Freny Parvez Colah

159, Sapur Merwanji Batliwalla
360, Roosi Kaikobad Talati

i61. Maharukh Hoshang Charna
362, Gool Ardeshir Daver

163, Dinar Noshir Desai

364, Bomi Nariman Billimoria
365, Woshir Minoo Pagdiwalla
166, Maneckji Khershedji Patel
367, Pervin R, Mehta

I68. Samm Noshir Guzdar

169, Jamshed Pestonji Damania
370, Ketty J. Aibara

371, Shiavak Rustomji Mistry
372, Mariman Pirojsha Dalal
373, Soli Dhanjishah  Sukheshwalla
374, Shavaksha Dadabhoy Bhathena
175, Tehmton Jal Shroff

176, Mehroo Kersi Langrana

377. Sohrab Pestonji Irani

3178, Rustom B. Karbhari

179, Jimmy Burjorji Garda

380. Jeroo Kaikhushru Avasia
1%1. Darabshaw Bomanji Colaba-
walla

Manek Framroze Chama
Firore Pestonji Sahiar

Perin Jehangir Daruwalla
Furdoon Dorabjee Cooper
Dara Manchersha Divecha
Mehroo Ardeshir Daver

332,
383,
334,
AB5.
3R6,
387.

2656
2655
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2653
2651

2651

2650
2643
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LET’S BUILD THEM TOGETHER!

for putting up the imposing
Muscat Palace compiex

of His Majesty the Sultan of
Oman—and completed

it in time.

The multiplicity of projects
carried out by us over
several decades has resulted
in the building up of
expertise in nUMErous
aspects of the construction
industry. We proudly offer
this expertise for any
construction project

and proposals for joint
ventures would be
welcome.

Whether it's a five-star hotel,
& Sultan’s Palace, o hospital,
a chemical factory, a fartiliser
plant or & housing project—
we have the expertise and
experience—to handle any
tum- key construction project
anywhaere in the world.

Ower the last 100 years we
have not only pioneered the
construction industry in

our country but spread our
wings to Muscat and the
Middle East—where against
competition from the bast
construction companies,

we won the contract

rions Div'sio
uction Co




COMMENT

PILGRIM’S
PROGRESS

The newly formed Zoroastrian
Association of Metropolitan Wash-
ington (ZAMW) wishes to establish
an Atash Dadga, if not a full—ﬂedggd
agiary in the North American capital
city of Washington D.C. Adi Daver,
president of the ZAMW and
Dinshaw Joshi, both senior officials
of the World Bank in Washington,
were in Bombay some months ago
and explored the possibility of
raising funds for such a project. They
are also investigating the possibility
- of taking an atash from India to
Washington if an Agiary or Atash-
Dadgar were to donate it and some
funds. A donation of Rs 20,000
from the Bombay Parsi Panchayat,
says Daver, has been the first
favourable response towards the
establishment of a fire-temple in
the West. Below the ZAMW tells
its story.
This is the story of hope for a new
beginning and of a determination to
survive. It is a story, where with hope
and determination, the quest for the
survival of our Zoroastrian faith, will
succeed.

The story began some 50 years ago,
when some Zoroastrians from India,
Iran, Burma and Pakistan, began to
settle in England and later, in Canada
and the USA. Since then, sizeable Zo-
roastrian communities have grown
there.

These settlers initially clustered
around Toronto, Chicago and New
York. However, more recently, new
ones have been settling around Wa-
shington D.C., the capital of the USA,
and in the adjacent states of Maryland,
Virginia, Delaware, West Virginia and
the Carolinas.

With the recent sizeable number of
emigrants from Iran, the Zoroastrians
in this area of the USA, are roughly
estimated at over 400. Until the early
'70s, the number was no more than 30.
The increase took place around 1975,
and especially after 1978,

Since the Washington community is
50 young, it is not affluent, unlike
some of the established ones in MNorth
America. All are struggling to estab-
lish themselves in a new land, they
now call home.

The Will to Survive

However, what marks this young com-
munity is not merely the will to grow
and prosper. What marks it singularly,

G

is its determination to plant the Zoro-
astrian faith into the new alien soil of
their homeland, and with love, devo-
tion and determination — to nurture
that plant — into a strong tree which
can flourish for gencrations.

The pressures against which these
Zoroastrians, as indeed similar settlers,
have to contend, are formidable. The
USA is not known as “the melting pot
of cultures”, without cause. The Ame-
rican culture exerts a subtle but power-
ful force, which melts any culture over
time, and melds it with others into
something distinctly American.

Despite this inexorable process,
other religious communities like the
Jews, Sikhs, Moslems and Hindus
have still been able to retain their res-
pective faiths, while they are Ameri-
cans in all respects. Can their ap-
proach offer an object lesson which a
young Zoroastrian community like the
one around Washington can emulate,
and succeed in its quest to ensure the
survival of the Zoroastrian faith in
that area?

The leaders of these religious com-
munities in North America, sought and
obtained the financial support of those
still in their home countries, to build
an environment and infrastructural
facilities designed to ensure the survi-
val of their faith. However small the
numbers, these facilities were built,
with a determined sense of purpose.
When the preservation of one’s faith
and identity is concerned, costs can
hardly be measured in economic terms.

The indispensible facility which
these religious communities built as
soon as possible after settling, was a
centre, and ultimately, a place of wor-
ship. It served as the focal point for
community gatherings, learning more
about their faith and acquiring a sense
of cohesiveness and belonging. It is
not surprising that this approach work-
ed so well for them. If we think back,
we will also recall that a “feeling”
about our faith was kindled in us,
when our parents took us as children
to social and religious gatherings of
the community, as well as to Afash-
Behrams and Agiaries. That feeling
was then ignited easily into a flame, as
we grew older and comprehended the
basic tenets of our Prophet’s teachings.

That is what the community around
Washington now needs urgently, in its
quest to perpetuate the Zoroastrian
faith in that area. They have the neces-
sary zeal and determination. However,
their zeal will not be sufficient, unless
it is firmly buttressed by a minimal in-
frastructure, just like other religious
communities have built in America.

Accomplishments
These Zoroastrians incorporated them-

selves into a non-profit religious orga-
nization in May 1979, styled the Zoro-
astrian Association of Metropolitan
Washington. A simple, but far-sighted,
constitution and by-laws were adopted,
at a large community meeting. The
community elected a dynamic Board
of Trustees, to govern its affairs. A
staunch Zarathushti like Nani Palkhi-
vala, eminent jurist and India’s former
Ambassador to the U.S.A., became its
Patron Member. To institutionalize
the Association, the Trustees have ini-
tiated the practice of producing an An-
nual Report and Accounts, which are
discussed and approved at an Annual
Mesting. To foster in-depth manage-
ment ability for directing the commu-
nity's affairs and produce future com-
munity leaders, the Trustees have con-
sciously organized some members hav-
ing such potential, into a Religious/
Cultural Education Committee and a
Social Committee. These Committees
now organize the activities of the As-
sociation, with policy guidance pro-
vided by the Trustees.

The former Committee has organiz-
ed a series of monthly talks and semi-
nars, designed to provide a basic
knowledge not only of the religion, but
also a clear awareness of Zoroastrian
heritage, history and values. This com-
bined approach is so necessary for
those living in the US “melting pot”,
in - order that they may proudly pre-
serve their religious identity and be-
liefs, while being, at the same time, a
living part of American society.

To ensure the attendance of the
young, despite large distances in the
Metropolitan Washington area, a uni-
que approach of having talks on the
same topic, for the young as well as
the parents who bring them, was suc-
cessfully tried. At least 50 persons re-
gularly attend them. In addition, talks
by visiting dasfurjis or eminent Zoro-
astrians, have been frequently arrang-
ed. These have consistently attracted
substantially larger audiences. A libra-
ry of literature on Zoroastrian themes,
is being gradually built. Its meagre
collection, is already wvery much in
demand. An elementary book on reli-
gious instruction, has also been repro-
duced. To build an acceptance of this
community, based on knowledge and
awareness, in the American society in
which it has to survive, Americans are

zing encouraged to attend such talks
and seminars and to use the Library.

The other Committee organizes a
jashan, together with a Hambandagi
and dinner, on Jamshedi Navroz, Pat-
eti and New Year. Nearly 75 percent
of the members attend; some travel
300 to 400 miles to do so. A welcome
wagon, to make new settlers feel at
home, has been organized. A quarterly



Newsletter is published. And, a shop,
offering Zoroastrian accoutrements to
its members, has just been started.
However, because the community
has no physical facilities, and their
rental is prohibitively high, all these
activities take place in the homes of
one or two members. That so much
has already been organized despite this
handicap, offers testimony to the
demand within this young community
for activities designed to preserve the
Zoroastrian faith and heritage. That
what has been so far organized, is so
well patronized, is a further proof of
this community's sense of purpose.
It should be rather heartwarming for
all Zoroastrians to know about the ef-
forts of the Washington Association.
It hardly appears to support the thesis
of some, that communities like these
in North America, should be consider-
ed “lost to Zoroastrianism”. On the
contrary, the desire of this, and simi-
lar, groups to perpetuate our faith, ap-
pears to be as strong as that of our 700
forcbears who settled in Sanjan.
Despite the fellowship provided by
thousands of Zoroastrians in. India, as
well as the infrastructural facilities like
Atash-Behrams, Apgiaries, libraries,
meeting halls and Madrassas, besides
priests and other institutional arrange-
ments, it is continuously being debated;
“Will Zoroastrianism survive here for
long?” How much more difficult the
task of young and growing communi-
ties like the one in the Washington
area must be, without even a shred of
such infrastructure or institutions.
If these Zoroastrians are to be help-
ed in their quest to perpetuate the
faith, one cannot understate the impo-

riance of assisting them in esta-
blishing the nucleus of such an infra-
structure,

The Trustees of the Washington As-
sociation are waging a difficult strug-
gle to secure the necessary financing to
build a small and modest Zoroastrian
Centre. They realise that it cannot be
built in one scoop, and it will have to
be built in phases, as funds and dona-
tions become available. Their initial
target is to first build a small hall,
which could include a library, reading
room and three rooms to be used
either for classes and periodic meetings
or daily contact among the community
members and their friends; the move-
able partitions between them could be
opened up, to provide space for large
community gatherings like jashans.
navjotes, gambhars, annual meetings
etc. They envisage a later phase, when
the Center could also have facilities 1o
house new settlers temporarily, besides
visiting Zoroastrians and full-time
mobeds they consider so important to
have. The hub of the Centre, ultimate-
ly, would be an Arash-Dadgar, if not
an Agigry, attended by two well train-
ed and enlightened mobeds. They con-
sider that these should be employed
full-time, to minister to the commu-
nity's needs, and not have religious
duties as a part-time vocation. They
would also envisage that one such
mobed could travel to other commu-
nities in North America.

Should, and when, this far-sighted
project is realised, it will be the first
Arash-Dadgar in the West. Strange as
it is, only Darbe Mehers exist so far,
in that part of the world. With nearly
10,000 Zoroastrians in North America,

is it not necessary that one should
eventually be established? What place
can be more fitting for the very first
one, than “the capital of the Ameri-
cas”? If and when established, it could
well become an “Udwada™ of the
Americas. And it would be so fitting,
lo entrust the responsibility for it, to a
growing and dynamic community
which lives, there, and which, despite
its lack of affluence, has the zeal to ac-
cept that responsibility.

The phased project will involve con-
struction of no more than about 5,000
square feet, for the whole Centre. In-
clusive of a Trust, from whose incoma
full-time mobeds would be paid decent
monthly salaries, the total cost is
roughly estimated to be around US
5 600,000. However, because mosl
Zoroastrians in the Washington area
are new settlers struggling to establish
themselves, they can hardly make a
dent in meeting this cost, despite dig-
ging deeply into their pockets.

What they therefore need, are gene-
rous contributions from each and
every Zoroastrian in India, Pakistan
Iran and England, to bring their much-
needed project to fruition. It should
not be difficult to collect this amount,
especially if individual contributions
are buttressed by substantial contribu-
tions from the well-known doyens of
our community.

The Zoroastrian Center, eventually
with the first Atash-Dadgar in the
West, is an exciting cause. Its establ-
ishment will not only enable a grow-
ing community to plant the Zoroastri-
an faith firmly in that part of America,
but offer a living testment that the
quest for the survival of our faith, can
succeed.

Continwed From Page 5

388. Farrokh Nariman Chinwalla 2608
389. Maharukh Jimy Kathawalla 2608
390, Coomic Pesi Engineer 2606
391. Dara Purdoonji Devlaliwalla 2606
392, Minoo Jamshed Damania 2605
393, Mehmosh Firoze Vaid 2604
394, Dolly Rusi Gandhi 2604
395. Farokh Fredunji Kerawalla 2603
396, Gool Eruchshah Bajan 2601
397. Behram Pestonji Sarkari 2601
398, Rusi Kaikhushru Anklesaria 2601
399, Jangoo Cowasji Enginecr 2600
400, Homi Dhanjishah Daruwalla 2600
401. Dinaz Percy Charna 2599
402, Dossan Kaikhushru Avasia 2599
403. Kaikhushru Manecksha Bhomisa 2597
404, Viloo Tehmton Shroff 2596
405. Rustom Jehangir Mehta 2595
406. Kersi Behramsha Pithawala 2595
407. Farokh Homi Magra 2593
408. Rati Farrokh Chinwalla 2591
409. Coowver Hormusji Chothia 2590
410. Homai Soli Zaiwalla 2590
411. MNoshir Minoo Jalnawalla 2589
412, Beroz Erachsha Wadia 2587
413. Roda Rusi Bastani 2585
414, Minoo Sorabji Sarkari 2586
415. Pervez Ardeshir Gadiwalla 2584
416. Eruchsha Dinshawji Balsara 2581

417. Amy Behram Vajifdar 2580
418. Hutoxi Behram Karkaria 2577
419, Farida Dhun Pardiwala 2577
420, Freny Shiavak Mistry 2576
421, Meher Khushru Zaiwalla 2570
422, Zaver Kaikhushru Daruwalla 2569
423, Hira Ratan Crawford 2567
424, Arnavaz Hormaz Anklesaria 2566
425, Maju Soli Sahiar 2566
426, Homi Keki Miller 2565
427. Rohinton Jamshed Damania 2565
428. Mani Dinshaw Hathiram 2565
429, Jimi Madirshaw Kathawala 2561
430, Maharukh Pesi Lentin 2558
431. Dinshawiji Darabshah Kerawalla 2556
432, Minoo Rustomiji Maju 2550
433, Parvez Bahadur Ichhaporia 2549
434. Rashna Percy Charna 2548
435, Dhun Eruchshah Pardiwala 2547
436. Hosang Framjee Vicaji 2546
437, Silloo Musserwanji Pochee 2531
438, Rati Dinshaw Hathiram 2530
439, Maval Sorabji Achhadwala 2526
440. Perin Adi Pithawalla 2522
441, Coomi M. Karma 2519
442, Dhun Shavak Bhathena 2515
443, Zarin Parvez Vapiwalla 2509
444, Behroz Parver Ichhaporia 2505
445, Shahnaz Minoo Patel 2503
446, Baimai M. Karma 2593

447. Hutoxi Nariman Khandeshwalla 2476
448, Yasmin Kersi Makihatana 2474
449, Mehroo Musserwanji Pochee 2473
4350, Nariman Ratansha Khandesh-

walla 24635
451, Maneck Kaikobad Dastur 2444
452, Amy Hormasji Mehta 2432
453, Mani Minoo Maju 2411
454, Freny Harshed Ponda 1304
435. Sam Darvish Irani 1038
456, Dr. Farida P. Sholapurwalla . 1071
457, Frainy Keku Driver (nee Vakil) 8351
438. Cyrus Peshotan Dastur 524
459, Tehmasp Rustomji Mogal 494
460. Rohinton Bomansha Anklesaria 463
461, Rustom Shavaksha Pardiwala 439
462, Gustad K. [rani 432
463. Amy Rustomji Kavarana 384
464, Jal Madirshaw Badshaw 375
465, Faredoon Phiroz Cooper 365
466, Xerees Hormusji Panthaky 346
467, Nanabhoy Schrabji Banaji 315
468, Behram Minoo Wadia 308
469, Hamyar Darabsha Sukheshwalla 308
470, Rummy Pesi Shroff 284
471. Yerdi 5. Homavazir 279
472, Sheriar Nariman Iram 272
473. Shiraz T. Cama 265
474, Fredi MNoshirwan Bisney (Gimi) 215
475, Bomi Rattanji Mushi 215

7



‘To Thee | Wed'’ sounds poetic, isn’t it,
An enduring promise that has sustained as
a vital part of living.

Though not in so many words did Ahura
express their closeness, they have
nevertheless kept up to the truth.

In the last 40 years of
association with industries,
Ahura have religiously
maintained their quality
while serving the various
and varying needs of the
demands of industries. Ever
willing to serve industries
in meeting many of their
Process Chemical needs,
Ahura are a vital part of
the industrial life of
the country.

...wedded

together for

Industrial
Productivity.

AHURA CHEMICAL PRODUCTS PRIVATE LIMITED

84, Sion Road, Sion (East), Bombay 400 022, Phone : 473351,
Grams: AHURACHEM, Telex: 011-3917
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