





























































































































ing admitted in religious institutions
throughout Iran not voluntarily but pure-
ly as a measure of social compulsion.
Many members of the audience voiced the
opinion that “whatever may be the posi-
tion in Iran we will never favour our sac-
red religious institutions here in India to
be flooded by outsiders™.

Being quick to perceive the resentment
in the audience, Dasturji Bode adroitly
changed the topic and said that he
had never suggested that non-Parsis
should enter the fire temples and he had
not made any statement that he was in
favour of non-Parsis having access to our
sacred institutions.

Unfortunately for Dasturji Bode, the
meeting did not end there, and before it
concluded, Dasturji Bode was heard to
make a categorical observation that pros-
lytisation was not only permitted but en-
joined by the faith. He read out before
a vored audience, an antiquated resolution
passed by some priests suggesting that
there would be no objection in the Zoroa-
strian scriptures for permitting converts
into the faith. If, like the Christian mis-
sionaries, Dasturji Bode is prepared to
open the floodgates of conversion to all
and sundry, the audience wondered how
he could seriously assert that he would
never permit non-Parsis to have access to
our religious institutions. Once they were
converted, they will claim entrance as of
right. Conversion can only be aconven-
ience without conviction.

The contradictions in Dasturji Bode’s
theories did not end there. While dealing
with the rituals, Dasturji Bode stated that
the Nirangdin ceremony was not consis-
tent with the pure teachings of the Prophet
himself. “Nirang” means ‘the essence’
‘the gist” and it could not be equated with
a cow’s urine, but a auick interruption
came from the audience :

“Have you ever performed or arranged
for the performance of Nirangdin cere-
mony for your clientele ? and have you
pocketed the envelop ?

Answer :

“Yest, I have, at the time of the opening
of Fasli fire temple, my Trustees ordered

me to have the Nirangdin ceremony
performed and I was therefore required
to do so under compulsion.” Where
was the compulsion ? you could have
refused Panthakiship.

One would expect an acclaimed religious
leader to practise what he preaches. The
same difficulty arose when discussing the
“Vendidad” ceremony. Quoting some
few passages, Dasturji Bode pointed out
that the vendidad contained the most mun-
dane subjects like the flesh of a dead dog
and filth. He emphatically asserted that
if you draw a line in the centre of a page,
translate the Gathas on the one side and
the Vendidad on the other, you will find
that they cannot possibly stand together.
Concluding, he said that vendidad was a
ceremony evolved centuries later, and the
priests of a later date have placed words
in the mouth of the Prophet which he him-
self would not deign to utter. What blas-
pheny !? Do you wear your convictions
in your heart or in your pockets ?

To the question whether Dasturji Bode
had himself arranged for vendidad cere-
monies to be performed for his clients,
Dasturji Bode replied that he had not only
arranged for the performance of these
ceremonies but had personally performed

them himself. ( corollary : pocketed the
envelop)
The Chairman of the meeting rightly

pointed out that there is a dearth of good
instructors in the Parsi community. Con-
sequently any form of religious instruc-
tions is certainly welcome, but a commu-
nity is entitled to expect that the precepts
that are proclaimed from the pulpit have
a certain amount of sanctity about them.
Majority of the audience left more resol-
ved in their ancient religious beliefs and
confounded were not through a plethora
of Avestan couplets translated at random
and meant to awe the unwary. Every
Mobad knows a number of them by heart
and every Dastur both knows and under-
stands them; though we admit your ora-
tory is a gift of the gab.
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