






















































































ters for the sole benefit of poor and mid-
dle class true Zoroastrians. As the Trust-
ees disallow gambling or smoking, or
such other unsocial or unzoroastrian cus-
toms, similarly they can stop them from
un-Zoroastrian ways of life.

I challenge these ill-informed Parsis to
show me any materialistic or spiritual
gain they obtained by following these
babas or if they can prove that such gurus
can give better religion than taught by
Prophet Zarathushtra. 1 consider them
as deva-yasni (devil worshippers). Illness
or natural calamity such as death do
occur and no guru can stop such calamity.
Man is most likely to suffer but it is for
him to keep faith in his Creator and no
one can reverse the law of Nature or
Ahura-Mazda,

I am of the opinion that the present
day religious education should be chan-
ged to cater according to the prevailing
circumstances. We must provide small
story books with pictures and sketches
depicting life of Prophet Zarathushtra
and well-known Iranian kings/warriors
and Zorcastrians. Also stories which may
create interest in small children so
that they may be attracted towards basic
principles of good thoughts, words and
deeds.

Your children will digest stories instead
of sermons. I feel that for children bet-
ween the group of 5 to 7 years age, such
story books will be of great assistance. In
this connection, we can learn from Chris-
tian missionaries who have made great
progress and I do not see any reason why
we should not copy them if that can
inspire young generation.

Second stage for religious education
should be by preparing children for Kusti
prayers including Sarosh Baj, Din-no-
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kalmo, etc., with their meaning and also
some stories of Shahnamah, and life ske-
tches of our great leaders. This program-
me should be arranged for the children
between 7/8 years to 12 years.

Next programme should be for child-
ren between 13 to 18 years and which
should enlighten them with a true concept
of Zoroastrian religion and readings of
various prayers with their meanings in
cluding Gathas, some Iranian history,
lives of well-known Zoroastrians etc. By
stages this type of education will enable
the children to digest the true aspect of
Zoroastrian religion and also learn about
our rich Heritage.

Although some attempts are bheing
made by Parsi schools and organis: ons
to impart religious education but al. our
efforts should be co-ordinated so that
proper steps are taken to give training in
every Parsi locality or colony outside the
schools and parents should take particu-
lar care to encourage their children * .
this.

Rahnumae Sabha can chalk out a de-
tailed programme with the assistance of
our Dasturjis, Scholars, Educationists and
should prepare small story books, text
books, prayer books and should start a
regular campaign in all colonies and Parsi
localities. If children are brought up in
proper type of religious atmosphere, and
parents themselves take particular care to
know or follow the teachings as given to
the children, then they will be able to
create enthusiasm in children and mould
their lives in the proper Zoroastrian way.

Yatha Jamyad Yatha Afri Nami.

Edulji N. Randeria.
23, Noshirwan Nar.an.
Parsi Colony, Karach-3
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