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In Memoriam
Mr Fali Meherji Variava
(Late) Director
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..Still going strong

Some things neuer change
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tourist attraction and important artery. ® Still going strong even though the load
and vehicular traffic on it is far greater today than was first planned. ® Likewise,
ACC — another modern Indian stalwart - numero uno in cement - a tireless leader
since 1936 - dedicated, dependable and reliable performance year after year.

A true testimonial of strength and durability.
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READERS’ FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent lo the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 882,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will net be published.

“Giving back”
It was most gratifying toread in "Giving
back™ (Parsiana, June 2002) that Dr
Phil Hansotia has succeeded after so
many years of effort in providing finan-
cial and other assistance to the medical
school in Nagpur where he obtained his
initial training. Hansotia's selfless per-
severance should inspire other alumni
as well as current students to give back
something to the educational institution
and community that nurtured them.
However, what most caught my at-
tention in the article was the reference 1o
Hansotia having pursued his lovely wife,
Marilyn, by switching partners during a
double date. In 1962, Hansotia’s sister,
Nina, did exactly the same thing to me
when we were students at Stanford Uni-
versity. As a result, we have been mar-
ried for 38 years, and [ am faced with
taking grandchildren to Disneyland, on
cruises and eventually even on my
kayaking, camping and fishing trips.
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It may very well be that Hansotia's
brother, Nash, employed an identical or
similar scheme to pursue his loving and
faithful wife, Hooty. who today must
not only take grandchildren to amuse-
ment parks, but shuttle between herhome
in Missouri and her new high plains
ranch in Arizona.

Don't you think it is time that a sys-
tem were devised to warn people about
what can happen when they double date
with Parsis? MIKEMYERS

Califormia. USA
“Be wary of ‘worshipers’”’
With reference to " Be wary of *worship-
ers'” (Readers’ Forum, Parsiana, April
2002), 1 am pained to read about the
views altributed to Dr Meher Master-
Muoos and Zoroastrian College who are
doing marathon work in spreading the
true teachings of Prophet Zarathushtra,

My association with Master-Moos
for more than 20 years has brought con-
fidence and a ray of hope that Zoroastri-
anism will grow toits pristine glory. Her
work in Tajikistan and other CIS (Com-
monwealth of Independent States) re-
publics will bear good fruit in the very
near future. Let us support her and our
Zoroastrian College.

Here in Russia and Ukraine [ have
met many groups who have accepted
Zoroastrianism. They have their own
teachers, few priests, do their own
navjole ceremony, make their own
kustis, have recently published the Avesta
in Russian script, maintain the Fasli cal-
endar and have a quarterly magazine
concerning Zoroastrian subjects. Afier
initiation into Zoroastrianism they stop
other modes of worship and they con-
stantly encourage other non members o
join them by convincing them with
books, lecture classes, general talks,
communal prayers, etc. Pavel Globa is
one of the important persons who is

spreading Zoroastrianism in CIS coun-’

ries.

He informs me that his family in his
great-grandfather's time were Iranian
Zoroastrians and for a long time they
have had with them sacred scriptures on
our religion, especially on Zervanism,
astrology, etc. He also initiates other
members into the fold, including se-
lected priests and leaders. They will be
soon constructing a fire-temple in St
Petersburg and their numbers are fast

increasing. Yes, in our sense¢ they may
not be Zoroastrians as their forefathers
were not Zoroastrians, but they say that
Prophet Zarathushtra was from the Rus-
sian steppes and they have in them the
ancient Aryan origin. In Byelorussia,
Zartosht Ataollahi, an Iranian person,
has started the Pasargad Cultural Foun-
dation for spreading the Zoroastrian re-
ligion and its activities.

The Parsis should learn a lesson from
these individuals who with all the prob-
lems of not being recognized as a com-
munity, dearth of books, scarcity of
priesis, el¢ are so strong in their beliefs
and faith in our religion. When told that
in India they will not be accepted in the
fire-tlemples, they said that they may
never become Parsis, but as they have
accepted and realized Lord Zarathushtra,
they are faithful Zoroastrians. They also
state that Lord Zarathushira has taught
the importance of following the right
path and they have accepted the path of
goodness i.e. to be good Zoroastrians.

Let us not stop any individual who
sincerely wanis to believe, learn, follow
and spread Zoroastrianism. Instead let
us give a helping hand by encouraging
these genuine groups in Tajikistan, Rus-
sia, Byelorussia, Ukraine and other C15
countries. BURZIN E. ATASHBAND

Ukraine

“Qur responsibility is to safeguard our
religious institutions from untoward in-
stances which are brought to our notice
from time o time... right to enter our
fire-temple without proving his Zoroas-
trian antecedents... just because some
instilutions based abroad accept the
bonafides of the so called Zoroastrian
College does not mean that we should
lower our scholarship standard...”

Thus spoke our Vada Dasturs Dr K.
JamaspAsa and Dr F. M. Kotwal in a
letter to Parsiana (“Be wary of "wor-
shipers,”™ Readers' Forum, Parsiana,
April 2002) over the Karani Agiary’
Master-Moos controversy. What they
said set me thinking...

How does one identify a Parsi? There
is no ID card, nor a certificate from
authorities who have initiated one in our
dharam (religion). Parsis don’tanymore
adhere to typical Parsi features due 1o
intercaste marriages. Also, the naviotes
of children born to Parsi mothers and
non-Parsi fathers are performed without
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any ruckus, and adopted children are
admitted into our community. How then
can you stop these children from be-
longing to the community? It is a totally
impossible task in the present scenario.

Walk into any agiary and you will
lind our dharampirtas (mobeds) lazing
on the benches on the verandahs of the
agiary. If you ask them to do any ritual
during their siesta lime, be prepared Lo
find them reluctantly shuffle and conde-
scendingly get up to wear the white,
turned off-white, habit in order 1o enter
the sacred sanctum to pray for our well
being. Do such prayers reach the Al-
mighty?

This is no time for mundane contro-
versies. It's time we accepted this as a
problem that needs to be immediately
addressed. In-depth training in religion,
a crash course in personality develop-
ment and in interpersonal relationships
within the community is the need of the
hour. Restoring the dignity of the mobed
15 a crucial step for the growth of and
well being of our community. Is this just

an idealist’s dream? RODA D. HAKIM
. Baroda

“Why deny prayers?” -
Roda Hakim's letter (“Why deny

N
N N
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prayers?" Readers’ Forum, Parsiana,
April 2002) about the stress our people
have 1o go through if they opt for a
different method of disposal is sad as
well as very true. Parsis are an enlight-
ened kaum (community), modem, edu-
cated, fun-loving, charitable and ame-
nable tochange within the parameters of
our ideology. Then how is it that sucha
member suddenly becomes an outcasie
if he opts for cremation or another
method of disposal? The priests. evenif
they are willing, do not perform the geh
sarna ceremonies, either because they
are afraid 10 do so or for the fear of
sanctions against them.

Does sucha person not have the right
o benefit from the manthras of our
powerful ceremonies which guide and
protect his soul to the land of light and
peace? Who has the right to proclaim
and enforce this cruel and inhuman
diktat? The priests? The orthodox?

To let the body of the dead person rot
and stink, or try oul some experimental
method of solar rays or herbal powders,
eic in the dakhma, is nothing short of
callous inhumanity and utter disrespect
to the deceased. For God’s sake let the
person decide how he wishes to meet his
Maker. A just and nobility-personified

Prophet Zarathushtrais nol going to say,
“Look here, you cannol come in here
because you did not enter through the
stinking dakhma.” And what about those
who live abroad and in places even in
our own country where there are no
dakhmas?

The dakhma system is outdated and
not at all appropriate in today’s times
and conditions which we should accepl
in all magnanimity as Parsi Zarathushtis.

GOOLOO MEHTA

“The Calcutta confluence”
The Bombay Parsi Punchayet chief ex-
ecutive officer B. T. Dastur reels off
figures for Parsi students sent abroad for
higher studies (“The Calcutta con-
fluence,” Parsiana, April 2002). I won-
der why he does not glorify the assis-
tance given Lo students for highereduca-
tion in India.

When we went abroad for higher
education in engineering and technol-
ogy in the early 1950s, there were hardly
any postgraduate institutions in India.
The Indian Institute of Technology (11T},
Kharagpur was just founded. Today,
there are seven IITs (Bombay, Delhi,
Guwahati, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Madras
and Roorkee) apart from IT-BHU (Insti-

VideoCD/Photo CD

Hutoxi Bomi Patel, Shahzad Bomi Patel, Rushad Bomi Patel
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tute of Technology-Benaras Hindu Uni-
versity), ICT (Institute of Chemical
Technology), Bombay and Indian Insti-
tute of Science (115c), Bangalore, offer-
ing MTech and PhD programs in the
field of engincering and technology. In
pure sciences there will be scores of
other universities apart from the seven
IITs mentioned above. If one gets
through the GATE (Graduate Aptitude
Testin Engineering) examination, gov-
ernment scholarships are offered. The
1ITs alsoaccept private candidates spon-
sored by industries.

Lt Gen (rewd) Adi Sethna rightly
sounded a note of dissent 1o Dastur’s
remarks stating that 72 out of every 73
children going abroad will not come
back.” (This means a 96 percent loss 1o
the community due to emigration.} My
experience at [IT, Bombay, indicates
that the migration figure may be close to
99 percent which [ believe is the primary
cause for the dwindling numbers in our
community since Independence. The
Americans are just oo keen to tap and
trap the cream of talent from India which
is detrimental to the progress of our
community and country here.

Khurshed Bhesania of Jamshedpur
countered Sethna by saying that “it
doesn’t matter where they are. We are
investing in them 2s Parsis.” What pur-
pose dozsany financial investmient serve
if it leads to shrinking numbers here?
Besides, it leads to a deanh of eligible
talented bachelors in the marrige mar-
ket which may also be a cause lor in-
creasing mixed marriages here.

These are not the only two detrimen-
tal lactors. Just take a look at the mar-
riages and births reported from USA
and Canadainthe same issue of Parsiana
(Milestones, April 2002). For USA all
the four marriages/births reported arc
mixed marriages or products of mixed
marriages. For Canadathe figure isseven
out of 10. At this rate the community
there may lose its identity in a few gen-
erations. Also, no religious items like
sudrehs, sukhad, loban, sapats, topis and
kustis are available there so they have to
procure these from India. By no yard-
stick can this state of afTairs be called an
investment in the community in USA
and elsewhere.

Instead of offering gifisand soft loans
for going abroad, the money could be
utilized for temporary financial assis-
tance for those returning from abroad
with higher qualifications until they find
a regular suitable job here, Those com-

pleting their doctoral program in India
could also be similarly assisted. Those
very keen to study abroad should go on
foreign scholarships or can borrow hard
loans up to Rs 10 lakhs from national-
ized banks and other organizations.

De P. D. SUNAVALA

“An avoidable divide”
Armin Wandrewala's thoughts (“An

avoidable divide,” Parsiana, January
2002) deserve both commendation and
comment. In these exasperatingly
troubled times for “our minuscule com-
munity” — there are communities like-
wise situated well beyond the confines
of Bombay — her observations are
timely. She has not, however, really
grasped the basis of this divide.

The clamorers are far from espous-
ing the Zoroastrian cause; they are merely
and tediously promoting varieties of
Parsiism which have little to do with
Zoroastrianism and even less with the
founder’s teachings. In fact, they go as
far as to mock our Preceptor and his
svsiem whilst falsely and abundantly
using his august name to cloak what
may best be described as dhongidoxy.
Indeed, they are not in the least con-
cerned with investigating and promul-
gating the unique doctrines which had
astonished and captivated the sages of
the ancient, mediaeval and modern
worlds.

OfF course nobody can afford the de-
structive luxuries of factionalism and
schism, but the differences are plainly
not based on ideological differences —
1o do this one must have clear notions of
what and where such differences lie. A
very long while back Parsiana had pub-
lished the general result of an enquiry
conducted by a Bombay University pro-
fessor into Parsi perceptions of their
religion. The findings were less than
salutary. If anything, things have since
zollen worse, as wilness the disgraceful
events reported recently in your journal.
It is not eccentricity but massive egos
which have fuelled the dissensions in
our ranks, and had these been confined
to Bombay, this writer would have
shrugged and not bothered to pen this
response. As it is, each time Bombay
sneezes, London servilely catches its
cold: London has irresponsibly signed
over its Parsi brain-pans to be filled in at
will by self-serving preachers and prel-
ates with their unfounded pretensions to
scholarship and leaming! To acquire
and maintain an ideology one has really
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to have gotten to grips with it.

Wandrewala's list of admirable quali-
ties, serialized as “our major strengths,”
require drastic amendment when speak-
ing of the dhongidox. Many correspon-
dents have for long pointed out several
instances of double standards and
double-dealing which we are certain she
would not define as integrity. All it
needs to spark off public controversy is
for some well-intentioned soul (o actu-
ally study our religious system and to
impart his/her findings. It has the added
bonus of atiracting the wrath of the un-
righteous who believe themselves ex-
empt from our ethical triad of good
thoughts, words and works.

Well indeed has she qualified the
orthodox and reformists as “so-called.”
In any religious or philosophic system,
the adherence to its founder’s tenets is
considered *orthodox.” Thus, for ex-
ample, Jews who follow the Torah,
Christians, the New Testament, Mus-
lims, the Koran, are all quite sensibly
regarded as orthodox. Those who di-
verge from these basic teachings are
branded as reformists. It was so, in a
general way, with the Platonists and the
Aristotelians. It is observably the con-
verse with the majority of Parsis who
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call themselves Zoroastrians: the two
are not synonymous despite their con-
ceit, and the “Gatha-onlyists™ who thus
should be, if anything, ultra-orthodox,
finish up being labeled “reformists!”
Condha (converse)-Parsio?

Concerning “inter-caste” marriages
we must maintain a cautious reserve, for
in the UK we can properly speak of
inter-faith marriage, caste not having
reared its ugly head here to date. We
have hitherto refrained from indulging
ourdisgust ata pretend priest’s opinions
on identity conflicts among the children
of inter-faith unions. Why the self-im-
portant priesthood should go unchal-
lenged when blatantly interfering in so-
cial matters on spurious religious
grounds is something our plaintiffs
should remain answerable for as long as
their ignorance lasis.

The dakhma divide is built on forms
of unreason and stubbornness, for the
Vendidad 1akes a firm line drawn on
hygienic and sociceconomic consider-
ations. The undersigned adheres to the
ancient system, but emphatically not
where it becomes impractical or pre-
sents real health hazards. The sagacious
compilers of those ancient regulations
would have been uniformly homifed
had they seen what it has resulted in on
Bombay's Malabar Hill! Nowhere had
they envisaged anything but khwarshed
nigerishnii — exposure to the sun and
the elements; certainly dalman-
khwarishnih (vulure fodder) was sec-
ondary to their careful directions for the
effective disposal of human cadavers.
UK priests have over the ages said
prayers over those whose remains have
been cremated or inhumed without un-
due fuss or open disrespect to their fami-
lies. Wandrewalais quite right when she
suggests tempering doctrinal absolutes
with temporal needs; the priests, egged
on by a raucous rabble, seem to have
forgotten this basic truth of a progres-
sivereligion. Theaviary projectis solely
calculated to give its proponents more
mileage than common sense warrants,
but such types are unstoppable in their
contrived religiosity, avidity for atten-
tion, and bogus knowledge of the breed-
ing and feeding habits of Bombay city
raplors.

Specifically on the subject of “bas-
tards” — a hitherto unrecorded Zoroas-
trian good word — our communities at
large may have missed, or quietly for-
gotten, the directive indicated in our
Vendidad s chapter XV.15-16 and its
Pahlavi version. The latter bluntly states:

*If doubt exists, there shall be rejoic-
ing!" The Pahlavi Rivayar of Emed-i-
Ashavahishran, answering Question 42
on children born out of wedlock, in-
structs that the father should not fail in
his duty to have the child's initiation
performed by the age of 15; if he fails,
then he becomes margarzan — merit-
ingdeath! Itisevident that the Mazdaean
priesthood of post-Sasanian Iran took a
sober-mindedly responsible attitude 1o0-
wards children from exogamous oreven
illicit unions; what contradictory lexl
can the self-righteous Ervad Marzban
Hathiram possibly be following for his
antisocial outburst?

There isin fact no**doubtasto whether
or not Zoroastrianism ever permitted/
encouraged proselytism.” A recently
published article states the case for,
strictly using our religious texts (from
which we pray before the sacred flame.
either indoors or publicly within fire-
temples), and the later commentarial
literature, all of which enjoined accep-
tance of converts without a single one
militating against it. Furthermore, why
is Wandrewala so very cautious in pro-
mulgating the Vendidad? It never was
intended originally to be a liturgical text
— its variegated conlents argue againsi
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such use. Let us not hasten, however, 1o
dismiss this valuable nask whose guid-
ing principles do still remind us of the
rural milieu for which it was composed:
they were right for the times and the
agrarian Mazdaeans for whom 1t was
intended. Conceptually they retain va-
lidity; practically, today they cannot.
Lastly, but not least, she has entered
a plea of not losing our identity. Should
she not here be addressing our ignorant
priesthood who have shown themselves
1o be no different from imams with their
indiscriminate use of Arabic terms o
express Zoroastrian ideas, and whose
arrogance and contempt towards the re-
ligion of Zarathushtra Spitama could be

better accounted for by a change of

turban color?

We wish everyone, regardless of sex,
color, creed and race to join us in truth
and wisdom on the long, difficult, yet
attainable path to Ahura Mazda.

FARROKH VAJIFDAR
Liondon, LK

“Missing monajats™

That my letter “Missing monajats”
(Readers’ Forum, Parsiana, September
2001) could evoke a response from a
German scholar, Beate Schmermbeck

S

\

\

N
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who 15 preparing a PhD thesis on
monajats (Parsiana, March 2002 ) speaks
volumes for the different aspects con-
nected with our Zarathushti religion and
the wide reach of Parsiana.

Would any of your readers please
explain the fascination we find mainly
amongst English and German scholars
to research, study and write on our reli-
gion? BHIKHAJ M. ADENWALLA
Options to dakhmenashini
In my interaction with many senior Zo-
roastrians in Bangalore, | got the im-
pression that many of them detest and
are against dakhmenashini as it exists

today due to the complete absence of

vultures and rapid urbanization near and
around the dakhma. In spite of this opin-
ion, several of them showed their desire
1o opt for dakhmenashini for no reason
other than their wish to be consigned
next to their near and dear ones who
were earlier consigned in the dakhma.

None of these Zoroastrians were
aware of the fact that the non-biode-
gradable remains like bones, teeth, skin,
hair, etc of their dear ones are no longer
there as these are periodically collected
and buried deep in the ground next o the
dakhma in the astodar
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It has come 1o the notice of Zoroas-
trians of Bangalore that in February
2002, four to five volunteers from
outside Bangalore were recruited 10
clean the dakhma and collect the non-
biodegradable parts of the corpses and
bury these in the ground just outside
the dakhma.

Many Zoroastrians opting for dakh-
menashini are unaware of the fact tha
corpses which are embalmed for rea-
sons of preservation or transposition are
not consumed by any carrion birds, big
or small, or even disintegrated by mag-
gots due to the embalming fuid which
consists of formaline and lead oxide,
and hence remain in a state of decay and
putrefaction.

Many Zoroastrians who have in good
faith opted for dakhmenashing, in the
belief of rapid consumption by vuliures,
feel betrayed and cheated that the major
part of the carcass is ultimately buried in
the ground which is the very antithesis
of dakhmenashini which specifically
forbids defiling the earth with pants of a
human body. To obviate this line of
thinking our prelates call such a process
as sukko naso (dry putrefaction) which
is permitted to defile the earth!

The practice of dakhmenashini as it
exists today has completely failed and
its ill effects cannot be mitigated by
spending crores of rupees in trying to
implement unscientific, impractical and
non-starter methods.

Can we not offer a dignified burial or
cremation toour dearand departed ones?
Burial will consume a large part of avail-
able land and a burial ground is very
expensive 1o maintain. The only logical
solution under the presentcircumsiances
is to undertake the disposal of corpses in
an electric erematorium which is cheap,
quick, hygienic and environment-
friendly.

Our anxiety to continue a defunct
system for the dead, at the cost of doing
some real good for the living, will never
be excused by posterity.

Dr M. D. DISAWALLA
Bangalore

Vadodara scholarships
Shree Parsi Panchayat, Vadodara in-
viles applications from Parsi or Iram
Zoroastrian students for two scholar-
ships for the academic year 2002-03.
The Prof Sohrab Manchershaw
Wadia Scholarship of Rs 6,000 would
be awarded to a student pursuing under-
graduate, postgraduate or research stud-
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ies at any of the following institutions:
any Indian Institute of Technology (I1T)
or Indian [nstitute of Management (ITM};
any all-India institute of repute like the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS),
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
University Department of Chemical
Technology (UDCT), eic, any national
laboratory or institute under the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research,
any foreign university or institute of
repute. Only outstanding students witha
consistently excellentrecord will be con-
sidered.

The Dr Rustom B. Cama scholarship
of Rs 5000 would be awarded to a
student who has obtained admission to
the First Year MBBS course in the cur-
rent academic year in any medical col-
lege after securing at least 80 percent
marks or an equivalent grade at the Std
XII examination.

Application forms may be obtained
by sending a self-addressed envelope
{4" x 9") 1o The Secretary, Shree Parsi
Panchayat, Hira Baug, Post Office Road,
Fatehgunj, Vadodara 390002, The last
date for receipt of filled applications
forms is September 30, 2002.

JAL PATEL
President. Shree Parsi Panchayat. Vadodara

BUZY donating

The Baroda United Zoroastrian Youth
(BUZY) was promoled as the youth
wing of the Shree Parsi Panchayat,
Vadodara several years ago. Since then
BUZY has registered itself as an inde-
pendent body with the charity commis-
sioner.

Over the years BUZY has conducted
several useful programs locally and at
the national level, the latest event being
the Heart Meet where at least six couples
found their soul mates.

In March 2002, under the leadership
of Cyrus Cooper, BUZY magnani-
mously donated a sum of Rs 14,50,000
to Shree Parsi Panchayat, Vadodara. This
amount will form a corpus lowards
‘BUZY Educational Fund," to be uti-
lized to encourage and promote excel-
lence among promising students in aca-
demics and entrepreneurship.

We trust youngsters across the coun-
try will emulate them for bettering fa-
cilities for the members of the commu-
nity. DARA A. HAKIM

Trustee, Shree Parsi Panchayat, Vadodara

Agiary restored
The trustees of the J. D. Amaria Soda-
waterwala Agiary at Marine Lines,

Bombay, are pleased 1o inform all Zoro-
astrians that afier prolonged litigation
lasting for over a decade, we have been
able to regain possession of the fire-
temple.

A new priest Ervad Parvez Karanjia
has been appointed as panthaky at the
Sodawaterwala Agiary. He 15 a navar
martab and is fully qualified to perform
all ceremonies such as baj, afringan,
farokshi, jashan, ijashni, vendidad,
navjote and wedding, as also funeral
rites, all ceremonies for the dead includ-
ing muktad.

This fire-temple has been a source of
solace and profuse religious inspiration
o many worshipers and distinguished
priests including the late Ervad Nadirsha
Aibara who had served the holy fire for
many years.

Unfortunately, the litigation has taken
its toll on the finances of the Agiary and
the Trust is undergoing a serious finan-
cial crisis. As amatter of fact some of the
trustees have made financial advances
personally in order to conclude the liti-
gation which was forced upon the trust-
ees, due to the recalcitrant attitude of the
past panthaky.

The Agiary is now in a very dilapi-
dated condition and requires heavy re-
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pairs, renovation, extensive plastering,
painting and tiling work. Even the old
electrical wiring has to be redone and
the broken wooden doors and windows
have to be repaired.

We thus make a fervent appeal 1o all
religious minded Parsi and Irani Zoro-
astrians, all charity trusts and philan-
thropists to come forward and extend
their help by giving generous and sub-
stantial donations for this worthy cause
at the earliest, as the cost of repairs are
daily escalating.

All donations will be gratefully ac-
cepted and may be sent by cross and
order cheques/demand drafts in favor of
“1. D. Amaria (Sodawaterwala) Agiary
Trust — Central Bank of India, Bori
Bunder Branch, $. B. Afc No. 2683, Dr
Melie R. Noble, Cfo A. F. Khan, Ad-
ministrator, Lady Hirabai C. Jehangir
Health Unit, J. N. Gamadia Building No
18, Gamadia Colony, Tardeo. Bombay
400007 or Mehli P. Colah, Deputy Chief
Executive and Financial Controller,
Bombay Parsi Punchayet, 204, Dr D. N.
Road, Bombay 400001, The flame of
Faith may sometimes flicker but it never
fades in a Zoroastrian heart. So long as
the flame burns, so long shall the flames
in our fire-temples blaze to the everlast-
ing glory of Ahura Mazda,

Dr NELIE R. NOBLE, MEHLI P. COLAH
DINSHAW F. VARIAVA. RASHID H.GORIMAR,

RUSTOM ). BALSARA
Trustees, ). [ Amaria Sodawaterwala Agiary

Art of kusti weaving

The art of kusti weaving forms an inte-
gral part of not only our religious ritual,
but even of our identity.

Tangible help is rendered by our BPP
{Bombay Parsi Punchayet) senior trustec
Minoo Shroff in importing Australian
wool at below-market rates, and by
trustee Dinshaw Tamboly, who offers

financial assisiance to the weavers,
mainly in Gujarat — Navsari, Vansda,
Surat and their environs — to keep that
art alive, by making it profitable to the
women.

The BPP distributed the following
quantities of Australian wool: 3,289
packets of 125 g each in 2000-01, and
3,361 packets of 125 g each in 2001-02.
Each packet enables an average weav-
ing of five kustis. On an average, a
weaver makes 10-12 kustis per month.
Thus, 16,445 and 16,805 kustis were
woven in 2000-01 and 2001-02 respec-
tively.

Given the tangible help from our two
trustees, we should see this religious
tradition continue and not fear the ad-
vent of mill-woven kustis.

Mehrwan Irani, vice president of the
Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman, Bombay.
confirmed that kusti weaving continued
to be an art in the Zoroastrian pockets of
[ran. He dispelled the rumor that the an
was extinct and kusti weaving was
mechanized.

May this art perpetuate. May those
who support it directly/obliquely live
long, and may every Zoroastrian per-
form hisfher basic duty to weara sudreh
and kusti to preserve our religious heri-
tage and identity! B.T.DASTUR

Chiel executive, Bombay Pari Punchayet

Old and lonely

During our youth, all of us seem o
dream about our future. A future which
is bright, and about an old age which
will be spent amidst the comforts of our
Family. But, let us imagine how our last
days would be if we were abandoned by
our own children and left to die inan old
people’s home! This is the state of most
senior citizens who lie on the beds of
these homes today. They too, just like
us, had dreams. but alas destiny had

something else in store for them,

[ came to understand their plight dur-
ing my visit to the old people’s home, F.
5. Parukh Dharamshalla at Khareghat
Colony. It was all thanks to Diana
Marfatia and her team that we students
of the Holiday Programme for Youth
(HPY) 2002 got an opportunity to visit
the home and to learn what reality is!

Our group was asked to comfort the
old women living there, Before the visit,
my concepl of an old people’s home was
rather different — somewhat like the
pavilion at Cusrow Baug, where senior
citizens would play cards and chit chat
during the evenings. However on enter-
ing the home that flowery picture disap-
peared forever. My eyes moistened on
seeing mostly sick and suffering old
Zoroastrians, some who could not hear
and speak and others who were almost
blind! It was indeed a very depressing
sight!

Though | was scared at first, I some-
how gained courage and began a con-
versation with Kumi aunty who shared
with me the saga of her life. The only
person who comes and meets her is one
of her three kids. She told me that she is
living only because she has God by her
side, to give her company, and to speak
to her!

Hilla aunty was very happy to see a
young face. Wespoke about many things,
about her family, about her life before
slepping into the home. A life full of
travel and excitement! She not only told
me about hersell but also advised me not
to marry a Bombay girl.

Shirin aunty and Nergis aunty were
no less enthusiastic. They sang happy
songs of the good old days bringing
tears Lo my eyes!

It was so sad to even imagine how
these gentle beings must be feeling.
Lonely and waiting for death, without

. Gram : AMBAR
Mry. & Mr. Daisy Hoshang Havaldar o (07325 51197, 55154
WISH YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR Fax 07325 55157
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SEW ELECTRICALS

Private Limited

Electrical Engineers
and Contractors

104, Shree Hanuman Ind Estate, 42-B,
G. D. Ambekar Marg, Wadala, Mumbai 400031

any one by their side! Though the home
was clean and beawtifully maintained,
there was something missing — love!

Soon the time arrived for me to say
good-bye. 1 felt really sorry to even
leave themand let themrotin loneliness.
Afler all, we too someday will grow old
and would want our loved ones by our
side!

That very night a vision appeared in
my dreams saying, “Remember, if you
children desert your parents and make
them cry, then someday your own chil-
dren will leave you in tears and will wait
for you to die!” FARZAN B. MAZDA

Dralanu

Hail the Hospital
Our baby boy was delivered at the B. D,
Petit Parsee General Hospital’s New
Wing which was recently opened with
the generous and kind donation of the
Zartoshty Brothers, Jokhi family and
the trustees of the Zoroastrian Charity
Funds of Hongkong, Canton and Macau,
The Hospital's operation theater/de-
livery room is well equipped. The food
served is of good quality under the able
supervision of their catering staff. The
services rendered by the staff members
and the management of the Hospital is

| (EPIL) EAGLE POONAWALLA INDUSTRY LTD. |
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KERAWALLA
AND COMPANY

Parsi caps, sapat, ladies and
gents sadras, lenga, Kusti, syaw,
hand embroidered scarves, net
sadras, German silverware and
presentation items, agarbattis,
tachho, vehar, loban, batti-
kakra, nara bundle, etc, etc
Sadras and lengas are
also made 1o order

R. N. Kerawalla
Provision and Stores

Dal-pori, bhakhra, ghari, khaman
laddoo, tarapori pattia, ginger and
garlic paste, sariya, custard, cutlets,
patties, Poona biscuits, Lonavla
Navratan chikki, E. F. Kolah
pickles and vinegar, chicken
broilers, Venky products, Al
Kabeer meat products and
provisions of reputed companies

Address:

218 Dr Cawasji Hormusji Si
Opp A. P. Market, Dhobi Talao
Mumbai SO0002
Tel: 2061343
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excellent.

Having found such good facilities,
we were disappointed to observe that
only three rooms were occupied in the
MNursing Home section. We would like
to urge Parsi couples to avail of the
facilities of the Parsee General Hospital.

JENNIFER AND RUZBEH DAVAR

Bilimora beckons

Parsis who desire 10 have a holiday at
affordable rates should visit Bilimora
and see for themselves the institutions
their ancestors built nearly a century
ago. We have historical links with
Gujarat. Itis our duty to visit our places
of pilgrimage and to renew our ties with
the villages and towns where our ances-
tors flourished.

Situated between Valsad and Navsan
on the Western Railway, at one time
there were 2,000 Parsis residing in
Bilimora. Presently the Parsis there are
about 150. The Bilimora Parsi Zarthushti
Anjuman Trust Funds (established in
1837) manages the Gabba Adarian
founded in 1899, The Tata Baug
Dharamshala, Rustom Baug and the
dakhmas. Bilimora has only one mobed,
Ervad Percy Gustadji Panthaki, a 26-
year-old eligible bachelor who looks

after the Adarian and the N. J. Wadia
dadgah.

The Tata Baug Parsi Dharamshala
has been recently renovated. It has a big
spacious hall and kitchen on the ground
floor. On the first floor are four rooms,
each with attached bath and toilet. There
is also a dormitory with five beds. Vispi
Hormusji Kika and his wife Viloo man-
age the Dharamshala and provide sump-
tuous and tasty meals. The charges are
very nominal at Rs 50 per head per day
for lodging and Rs 170 per head per day
for full day's meals. The Dharamshalais
located at Bazaar Street, Bilimora,
396321, tel (02634) 88092, about one
kilometer westof Bilimora station, State
Transport buses and autorickshaws are
easily available.

Mancherji Tata, a resident of Bili-
mora, built this Tata Baug in memory of
his late father Shapoorji Kooverji at his
own expense on March 9, 1912 at a cost
of Rs 39,200 (including furniture) and
entrusted it to the Bilimora Anjuman for
use as a dharamshala by all Zarathushtis.

The J. B. Petit Library and the bunder
on Ambika river are within a few min-
utes’ walking distance from Tata Baug.
The Petit Library founded 120 years ago
has rare books on Parsi history.

Mextto Tata Baug is Rustom Baug, a
spacious hall which is let out for use on
festive occasions. The late Rustamji
Merwanji (who died in Bombay on roz
Adar, mah Amardad, 1234 AY) built
Rustom Baug in memory of his late
father Merwanji Limjibhai at a cost of
Rs 6,000. [t was inaugurated on July 10,
1844,

The Mancherji and Ratanji Tata High
School wasbuiltin 1916atatotal costof
Rs 42,000 of which Mancherji Shapurji
Tata and Ruttonji Shapurji Tata donated
one half and the rest wgether with the
site was graciously contributed by the
government of Maharaja Gaekwad. In
addition to this donation Mancherji and
Ruttonji contributed a liberal sum of Rs
25,000 for converting Bilimora Anglo
Vemacular School into a high school
and maintaining it as such, and Rs 20,000
for suitable furniture.

Close to the Tata School is the
Mengusi Hospital founded in 1957 and
run by the Bilimora Nagarpalika, known
as the Burjorji Nusserwanji Mengusi
Sarwajanik Hospital and Manekbai and
Goolbai Mengusi Sarwajanik Maternity
Home. Munchersha Mengusi (Billimo-
ria) contributed generously a sum of one

continued on page 41

With the compliments of

GALLERY

(HEMOULD

A Gallery for contemporary art, tribal
art and service for framing your paintings
and photographs

Jehangir Art Gallery
1st Floor, M. G. Road, Mumbai 400023
Tel: 2844356, 2633640
Fax: 2836058

E-mail: gallerychemould@hotmail.com or
art@gallerychemould.com

With Best
Compliments From

A
Well-Wisher
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Events and
Personalities

New marriage registrar
Parsi Zoroastrians of West Bengal “have
finally got someone al hand to register
their marriages,” noted a write-up in the
Hindustan Timesof March 21, 2002. By
an order signed by the chief justice of
the High Court of
Calcutta, Adi Bapuji
Rabadi, president of
the Parsi Zoroastrian
Association (PZA) of
Calcutta and vice
chairman of the West
Bengal Minorities
Commission was ap-
pointed marriage reg-
istrar for the Parsis of
West Bengal under the Parsi Marriage
and Divorce Act 1936, according to a
communication from PZA honorary joint
secretary Dinshaw Surty.

Earlier Parsi couples who were
blessed with an ashirwad ceremony and
sought to emigrate found that the immi-
gration authorities would not recognize
this marriage, compelling them to regis-
ter with the registrar of Parsi marriages
in Bombay, losing much precious time
to obtain a legal sanction to their union.

“Now for a fee of two rupees per
marriage, [ can issue the certificate in a
day,” Rabadi was quoted in The Times of
India of March 25, 2002. To be gov-
emned under the Parsi Marriage and Di-
vorce Act, itis imperative 1o register all
marriages with the Parsi regisirar. All
unregistered Parsi couples should ap-
proach him either at the Minorities Com-
mission office at Bhawani Bhavan or al
his residence, urged Rabadi. First ap-
pointed as a member of the State Mi-
norities Commission in 1996 and now
officiating as vice chairman in his sec-
ond term on the Commission, Rabadi
explained that before 1996 there were
no Parsi representatives 1o press for a

Rabadi:

brought respite
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registrar. The chairman of the Commis-
sion K. M. Yusuf had reportedly taken
up the matter with the state government
at the behest of Rabadi.

In a community of 1,000 Parsis eight
to 10 marriages are held every year in
Calcutta, pointed out Rabadi adding that
“marriage will never again be a problem
for Calcutta Parsis.” (At the time of
going to press. Parsiana learnt of
Rabadi’s demise on July 24, 2002).

Mayor’s memento

On the sesquicentennial celebration of
the Surat Municipal Corporation 90-
year-old Dr Ratan R, Marshall was hon-
ored as an outstanding citizen of the
city. While the mayor of Surat Ajay
Choksy presented him a memento and a
shawl, the chairperson of the cultural
committee Darshna Jardosh referred to
Marshall’s contribution in the fields of
literature, history, theater, culture and
social work.

With his thesis on
*History of Gujarati
Journalism™ Marshall
became the first re-
cipient to earn a PhD
from the Bombay
University in the sec-
tion of Gujarati litera-
ture. Two years back Marshall: rare
the South Gujarat Uni- enthusiasm
versity had conferred and grir
on him the honorary
degree of doctor of letters.

Referring to the history of Surat and
the role played by Parsis in shaping 1,
Marshall recalled the contributions of
luminaries like Fardunji Marzban,
Bhimji Hadvaid, Byramjee Malabari,
Lovji Wadia, Ardeshir Kotwal and
Sorabji Adajania. In years past there
were nearly one lakh Parsis in Surat,
many of whom migrated 10 Bombay

along with the British, pointed out
Marshall. Today there are barely 3.500
Parsis remaining in Surat.

Having served the Surat Parsi
Panchayat for 66 years, he is presently
retained as special officer, mentions a
press release. During his years as secre-
tary of the Panchayat, he garnered ex-
perience in administering large funds
and officiated as the secretary of the
maternity home, general hospital, an
infirmary, primary and secondary
schools for boys and girls, technical and
industrial institutes for boys and women,
orphanages for boys and girls.

Marshall who had closely wilnessed
the Gandhian era and admitted to being
“tremendously influenced by it,” was
disillusioned with people who could
forget a struggle so fast. Having served
on the advisory committee of the po-
lice, small savings, district develop-
ment and rationing committees, Mar-
shall had played a prominent part in the
centenary celebration of the Surat Mu-
nicipal Corporation. Amidst thunder-
ous applause the enthusiastic nonage-
narian invited the mayor to grace his
birth centenary celebration in the com-
ing decade. A former treasurer of ths
Parvatibai Leprosy Hospital near Surat
al the request of the collector, Marshall
continues to be its trustee 1o this day.

Gujarat Gaurav

His commitment and involvement in
relief work activities over the last five
vears earned Sural businessman Burzin
M. Chiniwala the Henry Jean Dunant
International Award for Red Cross De-
velopment Work and the prestigious
Gujarat Gaurav-2002 award. The awards
were conferred on him by the governor
of Gujarat Sunder Singh Bhandan on
May 1, 2002 (Gujarat statchood day) al
Gandhinagar's Ambedkar Hall in the



With best wishes from

Mistry Engineers
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Chiniwala (inset)
receiving award
[from Bhandari

presence of several ministers, vice chan-
cellors, judges and other dignitaries,
notes a write-up from the Indian Red
Cross Society.

Chairman of the Surat district branch
of the Indian Red Cross Society and of
the Surat district center of the St John
Ambulance Association, Chiniwala had

been active with relief measures during
the cyclones in Orissa, Kandla and Andh-
ra, the earthquake in Kutch-Bhuj, the
Kargil war, the floods of 1997-98, the
organization of health camps and first-
aid training classes, mentions the press
release.

Chiniwala was selected as the recipi-
ent of the Dunant Award jointly by the
Commonwealth Association for Educa-
tion for Adulis (UNESCO affiliated
NGO). The Asian Institute for Human
Rights Education Global Open Univer-
sity (Milan) and the International Asso-
ciation of Educators for World Peace,
mentions the press release. The Gujarat
Gaurav was in recognition of his merito-
rious social work in the Surat region,

Smart scoring

Even as the community keeps deliber-
ating on the need for reservation of
seats for Zoroastrian students in its aca-
demic institutions, there are some oul-
standing students who have been con-
sistently showing brilliant results atcom-
petitive examinations,

Farzana Behram Wadia from Poddar
College with 89.83 percent at the
Maharashtra state HSC (Higher Sec-
ondary Certificate) examination scored

the highest among the commerce stu-
dents from Bombay. Arnaz Jimmy
Parakh cleared the Bombay University's
BCom examination with an impressive
80.86 percent, scoring 100 percent in
accounting and auditing, 99 percent in
computer systems and applications, and
90 percent in direct and indirect taxa-
tion. Poona's Sanaea Gaeve Dinshaw
stood first in third year BCom from St
Vincent's College of Commerce.

Wadia's achievement at the HSC
examination won her the state board’s
recognition and a Saraswati Award and
gold medal from the Rashtrawadi Con-
gress Party. A consistently brilliant stu-
dent, at the SSC (Secondary School
Certificate) examination 1wo years ear-
lier she scored 90.13 percent ranking
23rd at the board, first in the F North
Ward, first amongst all Parsi students
and first in her J. B. Vachha High
School for Parsi Girls, it was reported.
Every year in School she had always
stood first,

She enjoys the distinction of being
the only student from Bombay who was
declared the Dr Homi Bhabha Young
Scientist in both the junior (1995-96)
and senior (1998-99) category, winning
gold medals at these competitions orga-

“Pateti Mubarak™

(Pre-school to 10+2)

Wendy Group of Schools

H.O.: A-4, Hi-Rise Apts, 3/104, Vishnupuri, Kanpur 208002
Phone: 0512-547864, 544459, 552313 E-mail: f_nariman@satyam.net.in
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nized by the Greater Bombay Science
Teachers’ Association. Wadia had re-
ceived the Best Student Award in the
Creative Science Workshop organized
by the Nehru Science Centre and stood
sixth in the merit list in the Bombay
MNational Talent Search Examination held
by the Brihan Mumbai Teachers® Asso-
ciation. Besides academics Wadia ex-
cels in extracurricular activities wo. She
was the carrom champion in School,
participated in the inter-school volley
ball tournaments and has won prizes in
elocution, painting, music and prayer
competitions at different times.
Twenty-year-old Parakh scored the
highest in the University in two sub-
Jjects — accounts and computers, she
mentions. She stood 11th among the
successful students from Bombay's H.
R. College. Presently doing a one-year
posigraduate diploma course atthe Event
Management Development Institute, she
sees a future for herself in this field. She
assists her friends who operate in the
name of Ulumate Entertainment, serv-
ing as an instructor for their theater
workshops. “I love compering shows,”
says Parakh who is honing her skills al
the Xavier Institute of Communications.
Having studied at 5t Agnes High School,

she obtained 83 percent marks in the
S5C examination and 81 percent at the
HSC examination. She lists public speak-
mg and Indian music as her hobbies.

Dinshaw has been topping her class
for the last three years and has been
conferred the Best Student of the Year
Award, President of the student council
of St Vincent's College she was the first
lady University representative of her
College, mentions a press release. Al the
ICSE (Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education) examination when she scored
89.16 percent, she was awarded a
FOSTA (Forcastrian Student Teacher
Association) medal. Dinshaw has expe-
rience working in the accounts depart-
ment of a linancial company.

With the intention of encouraging
“young achievers who are intelligent
and capable of hard work to not let
money or fees deter them,” Rashid
Minocher of Bangalore cites the ex-
ample of Sam, the youngest of his five
children, who completed his two-year
MBA degree course [rom the Northeast-
ern University in Boston last year, placed
effectively among the top two percent of
nationwide business school graduates
for the year 2001,

Aswrites Rashid, “The funds required

Abeve: Waedia
(left) and Parakih
Alongside:
Dinshaw

forjust the first year
of a two-year
MBA course was ©f
341,000 (Rs 19 lakhs), enough to deter
the bravest heart... Employing a step-
by-step approach he succeeded in ob-
taining (grants and loans) of Bs 65,000
through the Parsi Punchayet and other
Parsieducational trusts in Bombay. This
covered his travel costs. Selling his per-
sonal effeets, he put together funds for
procuring $2,000 which he was required
1o put up front in cash when registering
at College. Contrary toall negative fore-
castsofimmediate campusemployment,
he impressed well enough 1o secure a
20-hour/week assistantship before
classes evencommenced. This gave him
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atotal waiveron his tuition fee of 325,000
and, in addition, a monthly cash stipend
which met the rent for his accommoda-
tion at the campus itself with a bit left
over for food, books, etc.”

Upon his graduation he was nomi-
nated and elecied to the Business Schools
of America Honor Society — Beta Gama
Sigma, for “outstanding scholastic
achievement™ as reads his citation. “His
F-1 student visa permitted him o work
as an intern for one year beyond his
graduation. He obtained placement with
the logisticsdivisionofone of the world's
largest multinational corporationsin the
field of transportation. The company
has now sponsored and obtained for him
H-1B visastatus forthe next three years.™

Rashid has information on loan pos-
sibilities within USA with alow interest
rate (six toeight percent) repayable over
20 years, the sole requirement being a
counter guarantee from a US resident
who is creditworthy. Those interested
can contact him at 32, Cunningham
Road, Bangalore 560052, Tel:
(0)2250323, (R) 2256296, 2088157.

Shimmering artworks
Four years after her last solo exhibition
at Gallery Chemould, Simeen Cyrus
Oshidar’s recent paintings were on view
at the same venue from April 11 to May
4, 2002. Nine months of painstaking
effort resulted in 12 of her paintings
being exhibited, the bigger canvases
sized 36"x48" and the smaller ones,
36"x30", Having explored with differ-
ent mediums at different stages of her
art evolution, the current exhibition
shows many of her oil paintings bearing
sequins.

Drawing heavily from civilizations
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as diverse as Egyptian, Vedic and Zoro-
astrian — the circular form is the com-
mon thread running through her work,
depicting the cyclical nature of life, be it
the swollen womb, the yolk of the egg or
the white moon. Inirigued by the subject
of creation Oshidar conveyed in an in-
terview in The Brief, 1 find mythology,
and more so, the personification of ele-
ments, to be fantastic visuals.” The artis-
tic landscape dominated by human form
showcases imagery, open
o viewer interpretation,
and is highlighted by the
lack of subtitles. “I started
by picking up from the
visual of a flat disc.” says
the alumnus of the Baroda
School of Art. As Oshidar
had conveyed to fellow
artist Mehlli Gobhai, "1 use
the symbolism of hair a
lot. I find it a strong sym-
bol of feminity, its fluid-
ity, its strength, its adapt-
ability. It has varied tex-
tures; itis mysterious, dark
and deep...”

Among her visuals
which leave a lasting im-
pression are ariverof light
flowing through a monu-
mental female form: a se-
quinned halo around the
head of a sensuous
woman; or the upside
down visual of an angel.
“This picture emerged after the Septem-
ber 11 (tragedy).” says the artist. “The
newspapers carried this visual of an Af-
rican American falling to his death.
Though very painful, the frame also
seemed peaceful because the man had
accepted the eventuality/ inevitability
of death. My painting brings a ray of
hope to the bleak scenario.” The pair of
wings attached to the man’s body not
only suggesis that
he is an angel, but
also conveys the
message that he, in
accepting his end,
will rise upward and
onward.

Six of her exhib-
its have already
found takers. Oshidar's favorite though
was the visual of a man portrayed almost
as & mute spectator to the drama unfold-

Oshidar with her 307x36" oil and
sequins painting
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Danseuse Khambatia
receiving certificare
from Mulla

ing within him. Quite
stark in presentation,
with his torso asunder. it
reveals the cosmic play
of sky and earth, per-
sonified by two se-
quinned blue and green
forms. “This painting
highlights that creation
is not only happening
allthe time, butalso hap-
pening within us,” says
aphilosophical Oshidar.
Thirty-nine year-old
Oshidarhas had foursolo
exhibitions since the first
one in 1991 and has par-
ticipatedinnearly adozen
group exhibitions sup-
porting innumerable
causes like the victims of
the Gujarat riots, Akanksha, Artists against
Communalism, Child Relief and You...

Dazzling dance
Making her presence felt on the stage
during her maiden solo dance perfor-
mance, Kathak Rang Pravesh, was 15-
year-old danseuse Khushnawaz Mahi-
yar Khambatta. Impressing the audi-
ence with her crisp footwork, grace and
style during her nearly two-hour pro-
gram on May 17, 2002 at Bombay's
Tejpal Auditorium, she was able to dem-
onstrate the finer nuances of Kathak, the
classical dance style of North India.
For the past six years Khambatta has
been honing her dance skills under the
guidance of her guru Hosi Mulla who
runs the Indian dance academy
ManGalam, jointly with Mahendra
Boricha. Mulla, in wrn, had received his
Kathak training from Gopi Krishna and
Vijay Kumar Shrestha and earlier he per-
formed withtroupes like Yogendra Desai’s
Kala Bhavan and Asha Parekh’s
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At Spenta, we commenced by addressing an important
lacuna in the domestic publishing scenario. Recognising
the clutter of magazines on the newsstands, we carved
a niche in the field of corporate publishing, launching
what has become India’s most successtul in-flight

magazine, Jetwngs, for Jer Airways.

Today, we have worked on customer relationship
!"rl.rl_:r.i[!'lrl'll,,"- '.'\'][h. organisanons i|k|.':

Jet Airways, Orange, Telco, Essar, Crossroads,

FedEx, Hindustan Lever, The Times of India Group,

VIP and The American School of Mumbai. Our strengths
lie in conceptualisation, editorial, design, marketing

and distriburion.

The logical next step in our growth was the launch of our
own magazines on the newsstands and strategically

aligning with organisations, complementing their strengths.
Spenta has brought Wisden, the biggest brand name in
Cricket, to India in the form of a monthly cricket magazine —
Wisden Asia Cricket. It has partnered with management

guru Dr. Gita Piramal in the publishing of The Smart Manager,
India's first world class management magazine.

At Spenta we also pride ourselves in offering
comprehensive solutions for corporate communications.
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Chauladevi and Anarkali and others. Un-
der the auspices of his own group called
Sarjan he has performed many dance
programs and choreographed ballets in
India and abroad. Having designed cos-
tumes for several shows, for Khambatta's
performance oo the costumes had been
designed by Mulla and Boricha.

After the pacans in honor of Lord
Ganesh and Goddess Saraswat, Kham-
batta brought forth the dazzle of Hoh
and described the colors and moods of
the different seasons. The chakkars or
the circular turns associated with Kathak
are included in every performance and
Khambatta took 27 consecutive chak-
kars 10 the delight of the audience. The
highlight of the post-intermission ses-
sion was the thali dance when she bal-
anced herself on a plate while maintain-
ing the rhythm of the dance. Her con-
trolled footwork when she could repli-
cate the percussion sounds through the
ghungroos she was wearing was highly
appreciated by the audience. A blister
on her foot just three days prior to the
performance necessitated o bandage on
the day of the performance, mentions
her mother Mahawaz. But absorbed as
she was imher dance Khambatta seemed
to have forgotten the pain and inconve-
nience. The songs soulfully rendered by
Soli Kapadia added a special magic to
the evening.

A standard X student of Bombay’s 1.
B. Vachha High School for Girls, be-
sides dancing, Khambatta’s other inter-
ests are singing and trekking. Bombay
Parsi Punchayet chairman Jamshed
Guzder and co-trustee Rustom Tirandaz
who were present for the dance show
acclaimed her performance. At a subse-
quent community event she won recog-
nition from Guzder and the Nowroz
Baug Play Centre,

Compiled by Parinaz M. Gandhi

Parsiana wishes
all its readers,
advertisers and
donors a very
happy Navroz
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lakh rupees in memory of his father
Burjorji and mother Manekbai and wife
Goolbai. The government of Bombay
builtthis Hospital atacost of Rs4,25,000.

The Bilimora Zoroastrian Club Build-
ing was built by Ruttonji Shapurji Tata
at his own expense and presented (o the
Clubon December23, 1921. Inthe same
compound there is a Seth Dhunjishah
Dadabhai Gabba Building which, with
the surrounding 39,950 sq ft of land and
trees valued at Rs 21,000, was gifted 10
the Bilimora Zoroastrian Club by Gabba
on May 23, 1920.

The Anjuman has sold a portion of
the land surrounding the dakhmas. It
plians to build a compound wall around
the dakhmas. The dakhma and sagdi
were built in 1880.

From Bilimora, one can plan atrip to
Gandevi (eight km away) and Chikhli
(10 km) both of which have agiaries or
to Vansda or to the Saputara hill station.

MARZBAN GIARA

Signal serial
Humata Hukhia Hvarshia is the only
program for Parsis which was able to

SAAL MUBARAK
TO ALL OUR ZARTHOSTI PATRONS

(ESTD: 1901)

Provision & General Merchants of Repute

R. R. ACHARIA

complete 52 episodes in spite of acule
financial difficulties. It is befitting that
the World Zoroastrian Organisation rec-
ognized the efforts of the able director
Cyrus Dastoor and his efficient band of
assistants.

On April 28a pleasant surprise awaited
me when | opened my television, The
same programwas onin full swing, buton
a different channel Alfa Zee,

The episode on May 26, 2002 of

Gustad Padshah and Lord Zoroaster
performed by schoolchildren was in my
opinion the most unique. This is what
religious minded Parsis and the other
communities like Hindus, Muslims,
Christians want 1o see.

DINSHAW D. NATERWALLA

The songs of Zarathushtra
Zarathushira wrote beautiful songs/
Teaching us how to live in unity/And
through a progressive mentality/Get rid
of what leads us to the path of wrong.
The Lord of wisdom was his inspiration/
He also contemplated nature and cre-
ation/In his untiring search for happi-
ness/Found the greatest treasure of righ-
leousness.

He asked a lot of questions/Looking for

adivine orientation The Wise one in his/
her dominion/Noticed his struggle for
wisdom/Long ago on a historical occa-
sion/There was a wonderful conversa-
tion/Ahura Mazda: What can [ do for
you?/Zarathushtra: [ want to find Spenta
Mainyu.../Ahura Mazda: It is achieved
through righteousness.../Which 1 cre-
ated to promote truth and happiness.
The leader of the world was born/As
Zarathushtra he was known/He elected
to rehabilitate the entire world/In a mis-
sion to praise his friendly Lord.
Zarathushtra made an impaortant plan/lt
was to spread the Gathic songs/All over
the surface of terrestrial lands/In order
to destroy the house of wrong.

Putting in its place a new foundation/To
build aschool of good mind/Where good
thoughts, good words and good actions/
Are the main steps to reach the divine.
The Gathic seeds are being cultivated/
Strongly the roots and leaves are grow-
ingMWith the sacred help of the “all-
knowing”/Soon infinite fruits with its
seeds will be spreading.

The beauty of Zarathushtra’s words/Is
that they were meant for the whole world/
In his teachings, universal was his goal/
Every person should meet their Gathic

Wisl—._ihg all cur Parsi patrons

Happy New Year

For the Wedding and Navjote
you've always dreamt of
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MATRIMONIAL

Matrimonial alliance invited
from good natured, tall, slim, educated
Parsi girl, 27 to 33 years, for 6'2° tall,
handsome, qualified boy, settled in
New York. Employed with a reputed
garment company, financially well
placed, having H-1 Visa. Girls from
USA/Canada preferred, girls from
India welcome loo. Please reply 1o
E-mail: ffd& rocketmail.com
andflor
Mrs Kumi Daruwalla
16, Rustom Baug, Gr fl, Sant Savta Marg
Byculla, Mumbai 400027
Pheone no: 3724492 and 3705512

MATRIMONIAL

Parsi gentleman, aged 66,
engineer, active, good
background, single, open to
relocation, setiled in Europe is
looking for a cultured lady,
preferably settled in Europe.

Write to:
The Advertiser
Parsiana, Matrimonial (Aug/4-2002)"
GPO Box 892, Bombay 400001

*Please make sure the reply envelope
bears the reference number cited hare.

soul,

Finally.../This is just the author’s im-

pression/From a leaming experience/

Obtained from an ancient orientation/

That was Zarathushtra’s legacy of be-

nevolence! Dr JOSI LUIS ABREL
Larshushinian Group and Spenta University

Bolivinian Republic of Yeneruela

Enduring all things

People in socicty today seem unable, or
disinclined, to put up with the misfor-
tunes which have always afflicted hu-
manity. It is true that some of these
misfortunes can be avoided by a rear-
rangement of the manner in which soci-
ety operates primarily in the West they
can be cured by reform. But the over-
whelming majority cannot.

There are things such as an unhappy
marriage, or ungrateful children/Tamily
members, frustrated ambition, unsuit-
able work, incurable disease, or loneli-
ness and the dreadful effects of old age
in limiting personal choice and mobil-
ity. This last condition, in fact, may
demonstrate how difficult it sometimes
is todistinguish between afflictions over
which there is virtually no human con-
trol and those which are the consequence
of avoidable choices.

The same medical advances that have
cnabled us 1o remove some Lypes of
physical pain have also, combined with
environmental improvements, produced
a lengthening of the average lifespan.
But for many, there are no clear reli-
gious or philosophical goals that are
considered the purpose of life — let
alone an extended one — and the addi-
tional years would seem to contribute
little either to human wisdom or Lo per-
sonal development. They are spent, in-
deed, in conditions of growing bodily
discomfort and emotional loneliness,

Without an identifiable purpose, life
in decrepitude can be a burden that few
would rationally choose, but very many
as a matter of record are seemingly glad
1o endure. Sometimes, of course, their
condition is involuntary — forced upon
them by well-meaning relatives who
urge every medical means of keeping
loved ones alive.

“Ethical considerations,” as defined
and practiced, are not much help, since
they are evidently devised by commit-
tees whose ethical criteria appear to be
supplied by an inclination to do what-
ever alleviates human bodily suffering
rather than by reference o any objective
or tracitional corpus of philosophical or

Computers
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Y ¥ Y ¥Y ¥V Y ¥
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Diploma in Business Mgt. (IMC)
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v Public Speaking
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religious thought.

The Zoroastrian religion teaches ac-
ceptance of personal misfortune, rather
than blaming others, and the conversion
of affliction into the raw material of
spiritual formation. Zoroaster told his
followers 1o love their enemies, to walk
the other mile, to forgive the brother
who sins against you and to endure the
sufferings of the present life.

FURHOK K. TANGREE
La Roche-sur-Foron, France

Roni, the ratheshtar

When noted scholar, author and orator
Roni K. Khan passed away suddenly on
August 2, 2002 the news sent a shock
wave not only among community mem-
bers in India but all over the world.
Friends fromthe UK (including the presi-
dent of the Zoroastrian Trust Funds of
Europe), USA and Canada started send-
ing condolence messages. I had known
Khan for about a decade and both of us
shared a common interest in religious
research and writing. Both of us also
shared a common interest in good food.
I remember travelling with him a few
years ago from MNasik to Bombay and
polishing off between the two of us four
double omelets at the Igatpuri railway

station. | also have happy memories of a
dinner we both had at a restaurant in
Colaba on the eve of a historic Parsi
public meeting that was to take place in
Bombay. Both of us were exhausted
after weeks of planning and the running
around. We ate like there was no tomaor-
row and he generously picked up the bill
on agreement that the next lime we re-
peat the celebration it would be on my
account. Sadly there was never a next
time.

Khan's scholarly articles in Jam-e-
Jamshed and other publications were
always a joy to read. When his book /s
the Zarathushirian Religion Univer-
sal? was published last year, he in-
sisted that only I should review it in
Jamé, which of course [ did with plea-
sure,

While researching and writing he
would go into great detail, often burn-
ing the midnight oil. And the finished
product would always be a work of
art. Khanwas such a wonderful
wordsmith that he could blend the
heavy pedantry of scholarship with
the simplicity of words. He was doubt-
lessly a gifted man and he used his
skills wisely, effectively and for the
good of the community.

He was a true ratheshtar (soldier)
and whether it was the controversial
issue of conversion, intermarriage,
dakhmenashini he would wield his pen
to demolish the lie and restore the truth.
And he always wrote with such grace
and felicity of the pen. He could make
his adversary see the lightning without
feeling the bolt.

When one group was playing havoc
with the religious sentiments of the Parsi
community, it was Khan who originally
thought of organizing the historic all
vada dasturs meeting at the Framji
Cawasji Hall in Bombay. He worked
tirelessly for this historic meeting, often
ringing me up past midnight and going
into minute details. 1 would often feel
stressed but | knew that this was a price
one had to pay for working with a per-
fectionist.

Khan held the late Behramshah Pitha-
vala in great esteem. His spirit survives
in the works of scholarship that he has
left behind for posterity. Khan was a
good friend of mine. But more impor-
tant than that is the fact that he was a true
friend of our community and a great
friend of our religion.

Edited by Parinaz M. Gandhi

Weth Beot Lompliments From

Z0ORO GARMENTS

Private Limited

(An Eligible Export House Recognised by the Govt. of India)

Manufacturers and Exporters of
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Address: C-3, Industrial Estate, Ambattur, Chennai 600058
Phone: 0091-44-6252416/6252497/6256215 Fax: (0091) 44-6257789

E-Mail: zoro@vsnl.com
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A royal visit

Arnavaz 5. Mama

British Zoroastrians welcome the first ever
royal visitors to Zoroastrian house

Itisa parallel of sorts. The Achaemenian
King Cyrus came to be the Anointed of
the Lord in the Old Testament for having
freed the Jews from their Babylonian
captivity and helped them rebuild their
temple in Jerusalem. The British monar-
chy remains gratefully etched in Zoro-
astrian memory for shielding theiremis-
sary Manekji Limji Hataria and nudging
the Iranian Shah Naseruddin Qajar, on a
state visil 1o London, into listening to
Parsi petitions for the amelioration of
their Iranian brethren. Aapri Victoria,
working through her ministers and am-
bassadors, is believed tohave facilitaed
the abolition of the Jazia Tax on Zoroas-
trians in Iran... Certainly, Sir Dinshaw
Petit received the glad tidings in August
1882 through the British Embassy in
Tehran.

Thus the Zoroastrians of the UK, as
faithful subjects of Victoria's fourth suc-
cessor Lo the British throne, celebrated
the golden jubilee of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I1. The thanksgiving jashan
had been held on June 1, 2002, the actual
50th anniversary of the Queen’s succes-
sion, followed by the world launch of A
Zoroastrian Tapestry—Art, Religion &
Culitire, a 762+ page illustrated volume
on the religion, art, history and culture
of the Zoroastrian people edited by
Pheroza Godrej and Firoza
Punthakey Mistree.

June 26, 2002 however
became the more historic oc-
casion when the Queen’s per-
sonal emissaries, her son
Prince Edward and his wife
Sophie, the Earl and Count-

Seated (from left) Kersey
Jasavala, N. Godrej,
Mistry, Countess, Prince
and Mayor

Photo: Kee Pholographics
Above: New Zoroasirian
Cenire af Harrow
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ess of Wessex, chose to visit the new
Zoroastrian Centre at Harrow.
Auspiciously bedecked with lime
decorations (chowk) outside the nuin
door, festooned
with garlands
and the Union
Jack, the former
Alexandra Cin-
ema provided
the backdrop to
the line up of
ZTFE (Zoroas-

trian Trust
Funds of Eu-
rope) office

bearers, trustees and past presidents —
and their wives — as flag waving chil-
dren welcomed the royal couple. To the
resounding bars of Richard Strauss” This
Spake Zarathushira, former ZTFE presi-
dem Beroze Mody dabbed vermilion
tilas on both their foreheads and show-
ered welcoming grains of rice in the
Parsi tradition followed by Mahnaz
Khosraviani and Ashraf Falahati sprin-
kling their hands with rose water, pre-
senting a mirror 1o their smiling faces
and a tidbit to sweeten the tongue in the
Iranian ceremony of welcome.

The youthful ZTFE president Dorab

Mistry, matching the Prince in age and

felicity of tongue, led in the entourage,
explaining customs and traditions and
introducing outstanding community
members lined up en route. Accompa-
nying the Countess was Shehnaz Mistry
while the Mayor and Mayoress of Har-
row were similarly escorted by ZTFE
vice president Farokh Sorab and his
wife Jesmin respectively.

The procession wended its way into
the Centre to the accompaniment of the
Farsi song Khan Ashem Vol and Bagu
Yarha Al and was greeted with vocif-
crous clapping onentering the Zartoshty
Brothers Hall
where nearly
700  persons
were gathered o
welcome the
royal couple.
Among them
were local mem-
bers of academia
like Profs John
Hinnells and
David Bivar, Drs
Sarah Stewart, Rashna Writer and Almut
Hinze, members of the Inter Faith Net-
work in Britain, notably its deputy di-
rector Dr Harriet Crabiree, Helen Bayne,
head of the Golden Jubilee Office at
Buckingham Palace, India’s attorney
general Soli Sorabjee, managing direc-
tor of Godrej Soaps Nadir Godrej, art
historian and editor Pheroza Godrej and
others.

When the dignitaries had taken their
seals in the pit of the former cinema
(splitlevel Mooring is a feature of the art
deco heritage construction of the Cen-
tre) the mobeds, standing in arow, litthe
fire in the sparkling afarganyu before
them on the stage, intoning
a prayer for the continued
well being of Queen Eliza-
beth, the House of Windsor
and the country of Great
Britain which was later
brielly explained in English
by fermer ZTFE president
Ervad Zal Sethna. While
the audience covered their
heads as tradinonally re-
quired, Mistry whipped out
a black satin skull cap and
placed 11 hirmly on the
Prince's head. If Edward
was taken aback, he did not
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(Frem left) 1. D, Mistry, Prince and
Countess: 2, Modvy welcoming the Prince;

3. Prince greening Shahrokh and Simin
Shahrokh, Rusi and Roshan Dalal;

4. B. Avari presenting memenio to
Covartess; 5. Munshi and Soral presenting
garid fo Connfess: 6, Iranian representanives
presenting bracelet to Countess; 7. J, Sorab,
Prince and P. Godrej: 8 & @ Counress with
Billimoria and Sarosh: 10, Sodhi with
Prince: 11, Deboo, Shahrokh Shahrokh and
Jifa; 12, N Avari presenting scroll 1o Prince
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ARMED FORCES

The regal ranks

An unprecedented number of Parsis are currently distinguishing
themselves in the armed forces

There is reason 1o feel secure. Among
those at the helm of India’s defence
forces are some Parsis who are currently
holding senior positions. Flying high in
the Indian skies are five Zoroastrians —
Air Marshals Teshter J. Master, Manek
B. Madon and Adi R, Ghandhi, with Air
Vice Marshals Ramyar K. Batha and
Fali H. Major. The earth bound can root
for the success of Lieutenant General
Rostum K. Nanavatty and Major Gen-
eral Arun D. Nargolwala who keep a
vigil on the land boundaries. Riding the
crest on the naval front is Rear Admiral
Rustom F. Contractor.

“It is perhaps for the first time in the
history of our defence forces that we
have so many senior Parsi...general, Mag
and air rank officers...at one time,” ob-
served Major who was instrumental in
helping Parsianaestablish contacts with
these respected individuals. Since 1t
would not have been possible to meet all
of them at their respective postings we
requested them to send us their life pro-
file to serve as an inspiration and en-
couragement to others contemplating a
career in the armed forces.

Overthe years, there are several Parsis
who have made their mark in a free
India. In the first 20 years after India’s
independence, Parsis who had reached
the pinnacle in the different arms of the
defence services were Field Marshal
Sam Maneckshaw as the head of the
army, Air Marshal Aspi Engineer as
chief of air staff and Admiral Jal
Cursetjee as chief of naval staff. Two
decades later shone out Lt Gen Adi
Sethnaas vice chief of the army staffand
Air Marshall Edul Dhatigara as vice
chief of the air staff. Among the others
to reach the rank of licutenant general
were Jangoo Satarawalla and Faridoon
Billimoria (see “The Gallant Decades,”
Parsiana, March 1991).

The three Parsis currently serving as
air marshals had been commissioned as

S0 Parsana August 2002

Parinaz M. Gandhi

fighter pilots in the Indian Air Force
(IAF)in 1963 and had carried oul exten-
sive missions during the Indo-Pakistan
wars in 1965 and 1971,

Prior to his current assignment as air
officer commanding-in-chief, training
command, TAF, Master was inspector
general of the IAF at the Air headquar-
ters. Besides his staff appointments at
Air headquarters and air commands he
was posted to the ministry of defence
production as planning officer (air)
where he was intimately involved with
various aviation projects. He was the
defence and air attache at the embassy of
India in Washington from April 1992-
March 1995. On his return from the
USA he was appointed commandant of
the prestigious College of Defence Man-
agement, Secunderabad.

Fifty-nine-year-old Master who has
an MSc in defence studies from the
Madras University, had served as in-
structor at the Defence Services Stall
College, Wellington. He has flown 2,500
hours comprising 4,000 missions on
various types of fighter aircraft and is a
founder member of the premier fighter
Mying establishment of the IAF for tac-
tics development and training of combat
leaders. For his contribution to the IAF
he was awarded the Ati Vishist Seva
Medal (AVSM) in 1992, The Param
Vishist Seva Medal (PVSM), which rec-
ognizes an individual s lifetime achieve-
ments and distinguished service of the
most exceptional order, was conferred
this year by the President of India.

Bom to Khorshed and Jall Master in
Bombay, Teshter's father was a man-
ager al the Sassoon and Alliance Silk
Mills for over 30 years. After studying
at the Rashtriva Indian Military Col-
lege, Dehra Dun, he proceeded to
Poona’s N. Wadia College and Bom-
bay’s 5t Xavier's College although he
had stood first in merit for entry 1o the
21st National Defence Academy (NDA)

course. His brother Jehangir and he
joined the IAF together in 1961 but his
brother retired afier 20 years of helicop-
ter flying. Teshier’s wife Daphne is an
educationist and their two children
Teshter Jr and Tina, presently in the
USA, are executives in the management
field. Travel, music, reading and good
cuisine are a family passion.

Prior to his present posting as air
officercommanding-in-chief of the east-
ern air command, Madon was senior air
stalfofficer at the western air command,
one of the front-line operational com-
mands of the IAF. Commodore com-
mandant of a front-line MiG-21 squad-
ron, Madon has flown almost all types
of fighter aircraft in the inventory of the
IAF and has approximately 5,000 flying
hours to his credit. A qualified flying
instructor as also a fighter combat leader,
Madon has served as senior directing
staffat the premier Tactics and Air Com-
bat Development Establishment,

An alumnus of the College of De-
fence Management, College of Air'War-
fare, National Defence College and
Administrative Staff College of India,
Madon later served as commandant of
the Air Force Academy in Hyderabad,
the alma mater of some of the finest
pilots in the world. At the ministry of
defence he was appointed project man-
ager, Aircraft Project Management
Organisation,

Twice he was awarded the Vayu Sena
Medal for his professionalism and acts
of gallantry. In the senior rank he was
awarded the AVSM for service of a very
high order, and in 2002, the PYSM.
Wife Yasmin, a teacher by profession,
has written, directed and acted in Hindi
and English plays and has served as
president of the Air Force Wives' Wel-
fare Association al Hasimara and
Hyderabad. Their daughter Farnaz and
son Kaizad are settled in Ausiralia,

Since May 2002 Ghandhi has taken
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over as air officer commandering-in-
chief of the western air command. Prior
1o that he was senior air stafl officer at
the western air command at New Delhi,
During his 39-year tenure of service
Ghandhi has served as chairman of the
AF sponts control board and in the office
of director personnel (officers) dealing
with manpower management of the en-
tire officer cadre of the [IAF. Before
taking charge as commandant of the
College of Air Warfare at Secunderabad.
the premier think tank of the Air Force,
Ghandhi had gained experience as the
directing staff (air) a1 the Army College
of Combat, Mhow and as director of Air
Stafl Inspection.

Ghandhi has flown over 5,300 sor-
tics on fighter aircraft during his service
carcer and as a young flying officer
fighting the 1965 war he was the young-
est pilot 1o be awarded the Vir Chakra
for having shot down a Pakistani F-36
Sabre atrcraft from his Hunter. A fighter
combat leader (directing staff) he has
served two tenures at the Tactics and
Combat Development Establishment
and is a master green pilol, the highest
professional grading and command ex-
aminer of long standing. The AVSM
was conferred on him in 1994 and he
wis also presented the three star cat-
egory for safe and accident free flying.
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From a young age Ghandhi wanted
1o join the armed forces and being a keen
swimimer he enrolled for the Sea Cadet
Corps where he had reached the rank of
leading seaman. However when he was
in his final year al Bombay's Campion
School in 1960 he was taken to see the
IAF air show off Marine Drive. After
seeing all the aircraft streaking across
the Bombay skyline he decided the Air
Force was a better option to the Navy!

Son of Dolly and Rustomji Ghandhi,
the love for adventure was inbom in
Adi. His father who owned the famous
Friend's Cabin restaurant in Bombay
had., along with Rattan Shroff and Keki
Kharas set off on a cycle tour around the
world in the 1930s, taking nine years to
cover 50,000 miles. Adi’s wife Matilda
had served with the UN Peace Force
along with an Indian Army Field Hospi-
tal in the Congo as an army officer in
1963. They have two daughters, Meher
who 15 settled in Sydney and Shanaz
who is pursuing her Phl in genetics at
the City College. New York.

Both the air vice marshals currently
function as assistant chief of air staff
and both are based at the Air Force
headquarters, Vayu Bhavan in New
Delhi. Batha's recent appointments in-
clude engineering and planning func-
tions at operational command and Air

o

{From left) Top row:
Nanavarty. Master,
Maden and Ghand¥i
Second row:
Nargolwala, Contractar
and Majer

headquarters. Having joined the 1AF
under the University entry scheme in
1964, Batha underwent training as aero-
nautical engineer al the Air Force Tech-
nical College before he ook up service
as techmical officer in fighter squadrons
and discharged middle and directional
level duties. He was awarded the Vishist
Seva Medal for distinguished service in
1996,

Son of Homai and Keki Batha,
Ramyar was bomn in Dhanbad in 1944
and studied at the Batha High School.
Panchgani initially before proceeding
1o the Patna Higher Secondary School
whence he matriculated. Afver his Inter
Science from Patna’s Science College
he did his BSc Engineering in electron-
ics and communications from BIT
Sindri. He is married to Behroze and
they have two daughters Anahita and
Farnaza.

With over S.000 hours of accident
free flying to his credit Major enjoys the
distinction of raising, forming and com-
manding the very first MI-17 squadron
of the IAF in 1985 and inducted this
helicopter for operations in the Siachen
glacier. Since he was commissioned in
the [AF in 1967 he has flown most types
of helicopters in the IAF and was even
instrumental in forming the first MI-8
flight in Air headquarters command
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The listing below shows the comparative ranks conferred by the army/navy/
air force on officers decorated with stars

Army Navy Air Force
ssxss  Field Marshal Admiral of the Fleet  Marshal of the Air Force
saws  Ceneral Admiral Air Chief Marshal
R Lieutenant General Vice Admiral Air Marshal
4 Major General Rear Admiral Air Vice Marshal
* Brigadier Commander Air Commander

squadron in 1983 for VVIP duties.

Among the other assignments Major
has handled are as air officer commind-
ing of an Air Force selection board, air
officer commanding of Air Force sta-
tion Leh, director operations (transport
and helicopters) at the Air headquarters.
Before he won the AVSM in 2002 Ma-
jor was conferred the Shaurya Chakra in
1992 and the Vayu Sena Medal (gal-
lantry) in 1991. Born in Secunderabad
to Homi Major, Fali’s early education
was at Wesley High School. He gradu-
ated from the National Defence College
and did his higher command course from
the College of Combat, Mhow. Fali and
his wife Zarin have two married chil-
dren: daughter Tooshna Homi Gandhi
and son Zubin,

The responsibility for military and

counter terrorist operations in Jammu
and Kashmir presently rests with
Nanavatty who has taken over as gen-
eral officer commanding-in-chief,
northern command. Earlier too he had
served as general officer commanding
the 19 Infantry Division in Operation
Rakshak in Jammu and Kashmir. As
general officer commanding or com-
mander he had conducted difficult op-
erations in the terrains of the Siachen
Glacier, Sri Lanka, Nagaland, Manipur,
Tripura, Mizoram and South Assam.
Besides serving as chief of staffat the
western and northern command head-
quarters, some of Nanavally's impor-
tant staff appointments in the past were
asdirectorcommandocell in Army head-
quarters, in the directorate general of
military operations, Indian Army liai-

son officer at the British Army’s School
of Infantry, Warminster, UK and as colo-
nel general staff in the Army headguar-
ters in the directorate general of per-
spective planning.

Among the awards conferred on
Manavatty are the PVSM, AVSM and
the Uttam Yudh Seva Medal which rec-
ognized his distinguished services ren-
dered in command of a brigade in Op-
eration Meghdoot in Siachen.

Born to Dhan and Kaikhushru
Manavatty at Karwar in Karnataka,
Rostum's schooling was at the Rajkumar
College, Rajkot after which he studied
at Bombay's St Xavier's College. His
father was the inspector general of po-
lice of the states of Bombay, Maharashtra
and Nagaland. Having joined the Indian
Military Academy, Dehra Dun as a
gentleman cadet of the 31st regular
course, Rostum earned the Sword of
Honour for being the best all round
cadet and the Rajputana Rifles Gold
Medal for tactics and leadership.

Nanavatty's wife Suniti is a teacher
and an active social worker. Their elder
son Rushad is studying for a postgradu-
ate degree ininternational relations while
Veer is studying architecture. An avid

With the compliments of

.S. Guzder
& Co. Ltd.

Neville House
Ballard Estate
Bombay 400038

54 Parsiana August 2002



With best compliments from **********

GUJARAT GHARDA
INSECTICIDES CHEMICAL
LIMITED LIMITED
el
A MARK OF QUALITY, COURAGE & COMMITMENT
Research — Based Products Manufactured by Gharda.
A Research — Based Company in the Service of Society.
GHARDA CROP PROTECTION CHEMICALS.
CHEMICALS LTD. *  Cypermethrin Technical Synthetic pyrethroid insecticide
Regd. Office: *  Alphacypermethrin Technical Broad spectrum insecticide
515, Jer Mansion, W.P. Varde Road, *  Fenvalerale Technical Synihetic pyrethroid insecticide
Behind Copper Chimney, Bandra (W), *  Quinalphos Technical Organo-phosphorus insecticide
Mumbai - 400 050, INDIA *  Carbendazim Technical Broad spectrum insecticlde fungicide
*  Isoprofuron Technical Wheal herbicide
*  Anilolos Technical Rice herbicide
GUJARAT *  Napropamide Herbiclde for oil seed rape and other crops
INSECTICIDES LTD. *  Mepiquat Chioride 50 AS Plant growth regulalor
Regd. Office:
P.Box No. 90, Plol No. 805-806.
GIDC Estate, Ankleshwar 393 002 INTERMEDIATES
Gujaral, INDIA. *  Cypermethric Acid Chioride
Tel : (02646) 22271, 51472, 50305 *  Metaphenoxy Benzaldehyde
Faue (91)02646-50116
OTHER PRODUCTS
GROUP *  (nyclozanide Vetennary anthelmintic
EUROPEAN OFFICE *  Ratoxanide Veterinary anthelmintic
Halbrook Housa, *  5ASA Anti-ulcer drug
72, Lower Addiscombe Road, *  Temephos Larvicide
Croydon CRS 6AD, England, *  Cypermethrin High Cis Anbi-eciopansile
Tel: 44-181-6554103
Fax 44-181-655-4102
NEW PRODUCTS
*  Metamiron Sugarbeet herbicide
GROUP *  Deltamethrin Synthetic pyrethroid insecticide
U.5. OFFICE *  Dicamba Broadleaf herbicide
1116 Taylorville Road
Suite 1
rasszington Crossing PA 18977 POLYMERS
Tel: (215) 321-8091 Fax: (215) 321-9097 * PES Polyether Sullone
* PPS Polyphenylena Sulfide
*  PPE Polyphenylene Ether
*  GADDS Additives for PVC (Processing Aids

& impact Modifiers)




“Mera Colgate”

Meri Big Super Shakti. Meri Big Suraksha.




football player who enjoys adventure
sports, Nanavatty was once a keen shikari
but is now interested in wildlife conser-
vation and environmental issues.

Chief of staff of a corps in an op-
erational area in Jammu and Kashmir,
Nargolwala had earlier commanded a
brigade in Nagaland and a division in
Rajasthan. Holding a bachelor’s de-
gree incivil engineering and a master’s
degree in defence science, he was com-
missioned in the Indian Army in 1965
in the corps of engincers and has over
the years held many distinguished
command, staff and instructional ap-
pointments. Fifty-seven-year-old
Nargolwala has represented the Army
and Air Force as defence advisor at
the embassy in Tehran. He has been
instructor at the Commando Wing,
College of Military Engineering,
Poona and the Defence Services Staff
College, Wellington. He is married
and has two sons.

The onerous task of coordinating the
precise anchoring of about 69 warships
including 24 naval warships from over-
seas and the Indian Navy during the
International Fleet Review — 2001 off
the Gateway of India as the ‘master of
the fleet’ fell on Contractor, At that time

he was commanding officer of /NS
Viraar, India’s flagship, his last com-
mand at sea. Presently he is assistant
chief of naval staff (information war-
fare and operations) at the Maval head-
quarters, New Delhi.

He has held staff and command ap-
pointments at the Naval headquarters,
New Delhi, headquarters, eastern naval
command, Visakhapatnam, as naval of-
ficer-in-charge, Port Blair and at the
Naval Academy, Goa. He has served
both aircraft carriers Vikrant and Viraar,
He was sent to Masan in South Korea to
oversee the building of India’s first off-
shore patrol vessel INS Sukanya which
he then commissioned and brought back
to India as her first commanding officer.
He has also commanded the Navy's
guided missile destroyers INS Rajpu
and NS Ranvijay.

When a super cyclone hit Paradip
port in October 1999 it was
Contractor’s “foresight and meticu-
lous planning™ of the relief operation
code named “Operation Sahajya” from
the eastern naval command in
Visakhapatnam which brought timely
aid 1o those in distress and made pos-
sible the reopening of the wrecked
port within four days.

For exceptional devolion to duty
which is in keeping with the highest
traditions of the service, Contractor was
conferred the Nao Sena Medal in 2002.
Filty-three-year-old Contractor is the
sixth Parsi to attain the rank of rear
admiral.

Born in Jabalpur to Hilla and
Faramroze Contractor, Rustom attended
St Francis De’Sales High School and
Hislop College at Nagpur before join-
ing the NDA at Khadakvasla as a naval
cadetin 1968, At the entrance examina-
tion conducted by the Union Public
Service Commission and subsequently
the Services Selection Board, Contrac-
tor had stood first in order of merit, He
specialized in navigation and direction
from the Mavigation School in Cochin
and spent a year at the Royal College of
Defence Studies in London, Married to
Thrity, they have one son and a daugh-
ler.

There is no knowing whether the
feat of the present eight senior offic-
ers in the armed forces will be re-
peated in the coming decades. Having
conducted themselves honorably, one
can only hope that the coming genera-
tion will gain from the lives of these
officers and gentlemen.
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ANJUMANS

The Surat impasse

The long simmering differences between the Surat Parsi Panchayat
trustees and its critics have resulted in overt acts of hostility

The impasse between the trustees of Lhe
Surat Parsi Panchayat (SPP) and the
members of the opposition who were
seeking o oust those in power had in the
past resulted in defamatory circulars,
COUr cases, pﬂ'ﬂ.CSE I'I'HJL'liIi]“'__!h and ¢ven
rally. But & new fury was
witnessed in the first week
of Apnl 2002 when the
trustees were mobbed on
two occasions al Lhe
Panchayatoffice and even
the intervention of the
police had to be sought.
The opponents were in-
sistent that president Dr
Sam Bhacca submit his
resignation and the chiefl
executive Sohrab Kaipi-
lia's services be lermi-
nated with immediate ef-
fect.

Pressing lor greater
transparency and accountability from
the trustees, especially Bhacca who has
been president for the last 16 years and
Katpitiawho has been with the Panchayat
for the past 50 years, the opposilion
members have been demanding elec-
tions for the last several years., They
have even gone o court on this issue and
as the charity commissioner was not in
favor of elections, they have appealed
against his ruling. The SPP, in fact, is
governed by the 1841 trust deed of the
Parsee Surat Charity Fund (PSCF)
whereby the right to appoint and remove
trustees on the Surat board vests entirely
with the Bombay based Fund.

On April 1, 2002 the vociferous and
virulent opposition gheraoed the office
of the SPP o show their displeasure with
Bhaccaand Katpitia, While Bhaccasub-
sequently issued a clarification in the
Press that his resignation had been sought
under duress and he still continues as
president, Katpitia insists that he has got
no official communication from the
Panchayat ierminating his services. An-
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Parinaz M. Gandhi

otheragitation followed on April 4 when
four of the eight trustees — Jamshed
Dotiwala, Noshir Dabhoiwala, Dr
Dhanjishaw Dumasia and Hormazadiar
Patel — signed a petition requesting
Bhacca to step down s president 1o

The headguarters of the Surat
Panchayvar

appease the community. Bhacea main-
tained that since his appoiniment came
from the PSCF he was bound to submit
his resignation only 1o the parent body
and not to anyone else demanding it
Following the unpleasant developments
Dr Khushro Laskari and Dr Sheroo
Sopariwala opted to resign from the
trust board. Dr Minoo Parabia, Homai
Shethna and Darius Master are the three
new trustees appointed on the board. Dr
Homi Dudhwala was absent at the time
of the April 4 agitation. Had Bhacca
resigned, Dumasia as senior trusice
would have been at the helm of affairs
which would have pleased the agitators
since Dumasia has been one of the key
spokesmen for the opposition fighting
from within the Panchayat.

“The trustees (of the PSCF) were
shocked and saddened to read and hear
about the present position prevailing in
(the) Surat Panchayat. Two trustees have

resigned and serious alleganons have
been made against its president...and his
colleagues on board have asked him to
resign. The trusices however leave the
matter o the conscience of Dr Bhacea,”
readd o letter sent 10 Bhacca by PSCF
trustees on May 2, 2002,

For the present the
PSCF "has decided 10 go
slow..issue an indirect
warning to Bhacea. We'll
watch the sitwation with
great care,” conveyed
Burjor Antia. Along with
Antia the others serving as
co-trustees of the PSCF are
Rustam Khusrokhan,
Firoze K. Vakil, Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, Dr Daraius T.
Muody, Dosan R. Limboo-
walla and Burjor N. Va-
keel. Until now the PSCF
was wont to play a neutral
role. When appoiniments of new trust-
ees had 1o be made, recommendations
would come from Surat and afier verify-
ing the information they would offi-
cially announce the nomination of the
new trustee whose tenure of of fice would
last until life or until hefshe chose 1o
resign. An occasion for removal of a
trustee had never arisen,

“*The hallmark of a good trust is ac-
countability, integrity and openness,”
maintains Antia, disappointed that dif-
ferences of opinion between warming
factions should result in a showdown at
the Panchayat. He believes that trustees
are bound 1o “deliver the goods and
make people happy: not have vested
interests... If someone were 0 make
allegations against me, I'd immediately
resign... file asuit for defamation against
that person...”

The many sins of omission and com-
mission said to have been perpetrated
during Bhacea's regime have resulied in
a “deterioration in (the) standard of
Panchayat run organizations,” noted a
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circular issued by the members of the
Surat Parsi Yuva Sangh (SPY5) in May
2002. The circular titled “Know the true
face of the president of the SPP, know
the irregularities and malpractice — the
putcome of dictatorial regime in the
working of the SPP,” mentions that the
“standard of education which once upon
a time was at parity with any convent
school has lost its reputation. Though
the School is in a Parsi locality, Parsis
have to send their children to far off
schools. Only 10 Parsi girls study in
Patel Girls School which shows 2 whop-
ping overdraft of Rs 51 lakhs.” Addi-
tionally the Surat Parsi General Hospital
“appears to be (a) warehouse of junk.
On an average eight 1o 10 patients are
admitted per month and the Hospital
runs in aloss of Rs 24 lakhs per annum,”
states the circular, continuing that hous-
ing, “which is the core problem of the
Parsis, has been totally ignored despite
(the SPP) having ample land and funds.
Projects are incomplete since the last 20
years. The Surat Parsi Orphanage is in
no beter shape.”

At a specially convened board meet-
ing of the Panchayat on June 1 10 meet
the Parsiana representatives (Arnavaz
Mama and the writer), the trustees in

attendance were Bhacca, Parabia,
Shethna and Master. Those whose pres-
ence was missed were Dumasia,
Dotiwala, Patel, Dudhwala and Dabh-
oiwala. Parsiana visited the community
institutions caught in a vicious circle of
inability o justify better facilitics at
higher costs because of poor patronage.
Special officer, 91-year-old Dr Ratan
Marshall explained how declining num-
bers, shifl in residence and duplication
of services (like those offered by the
orphanage and infirmary) in nearby
towns has resulted in the downfall of
these majestic institutions,

The Panchayat managed schools are
losing out on Parsi childrenin the absence
of a permanent principal to manage the
institution, asserts Dumasia. He alleges
that one of the watchmen had physically
struck an inmate of the Nariman Home,
that there was a fraud in the xerox depart-
ment, and that he found that no minutes
have been recorded for one year.

Dumasia maintains that he was plan-
ning to resign from the boardin 1994 but
“maaraa saahebé (he is a disciple of
Minocher Godrej Pundole) kaliyw taluné
nikaliaa nahi (do not quit) because you
will be chairman and serve the people.™
Last year Dumasia fought the trustees

by listing the board's alleged malprac-
tices and taking the case up to the vigi-
lance commissioner who ordered that
the charity commissioner conductanec-
essary enquiry into the workings of the
Yanchayal. His assumed role of a vigi-
lant prefect is resented by trustees like
Dabhoiwala who do not approve of
Dumasia accessing the records avail-
able to him as a trustee and then passing
on the information to the opposition.

Dumasia, who doubts the moral and
ethical character of some of his co-trust-
ees and of the Panchayat staff members,
insists that all his battles are an act of
“samaaf séva (social service)...We have
fought verbally. We have not hit him
(Bhacea),” insists Dumasia referring to
the early April episodes. "E loko ¢
lokonaa karam thi -t gavaa (Bhacea
and Katpitia's deeds brought theirdown-
fall),”" he added.

Inall their legal attempts to implicate
the Panchayat they have been unsuc-
cessful so they are now using intimida-
tory tactics, alleges Bhacca. And con-
sidering that most of the legal battles on
behalf of the Panchayat were fought by
Katpitia who felt that “the institution is
greater than the individuals,” he feels
miffed that after 50 years of service, the
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last five of which were in an honorary
capacity, he was reportedly shown such
disdain. Bhacca 00 was pressurizing
74-year-old Katpitia to step down on the
instigation of Dumasia who otherwise
threatened 1o continue with his roofan
(fights), claims Katpitia.

“Saalo chitki né béthélo chhé. Jaro
nathi (He is sticking to the seat; refusing
to move out)” were some of the com-
ments he had to take in his siride. Refer-
ring to the slow acts of mental torture he
suffered, the animosity created at the
work place and within his family,
Katpitia says he feels humiliated. He is
particularly aggrieved that Bhaceca, who
hitherto considered Katpitia his buffer,
redirecting all the salvos aimed at him
by saying. “Katpitia né malo (meet
Katpitia),” did not once defend him. In
fact atthe second gheraoon April 4, one
of the opposition members feigned to
ask of Bhacca how long he had been
president. Refusing to rise to the bait
Bhacca kept silent on this issue despite
persistent enquiries from the mobsters,
Finally one of them, unable to resist a
dig at Bhacca, pretended 1o give areply
on Bhacca's behalf, “Jaraa Katpitia né
poochhveo parsé (1 will have to consult
Katpitia),” a phrase purportedly repeated
by Bhacca whenever he sought 1o dis-

miss a difficult issue facing him.

Katpitia’s considerable knowledge
on all laws, be it the Bombay Public
Trust Act, Rent Act, Tenancy Act, La-
bor laws. Agricultural Ceiling Act, Town
Planning Act, Income Tax laws... re-
portedly enabled him to diffuse many
tense moments not only for the SPP but
also the Bombay Parsi Punchayet which
used his expertise to set their accounts in
order, “Should 1 not remain faithful to
the Panchayat by giving knowledge of
the laws [ know?" he asks rhetorically.
Having started as an assistant accoun-
tant, he gradually rose to become chief
executive officer. His alleged high-
handed, curt and dismissive autitude has
often been faulted as also his predilec-
tion to visit the Muslim dargahs. Butthis
does not make him any less a Zoroas-
trian, insists Katpitia who always covers
his head with atopi and is as regular with
his Zoroastrian rituals. “The target (of
attack) is Bhacca, not Katpitia,” he con-
veys the observation made o him. But
Bhacea does not realize that Katpitia is
an important pillar, he points out.

In response Lo the opposition’s alle-
gation that he tends to be secretive,
Katpitia notes, “*Had we told them, what
work would they have allowed us 1o
do? When offering free education to

Parsi students at the Panchayat managed
schools, the SPP decided to take depos-
its from non-Parsis and raised more than
one and a half crores of rupees. Bul this
move wias challenged by the opposition.
When the Panchayat sought to make the
Parsi General Hospital cosmopolitan so
that better patronage would mean an
improvement in facilities for the Parsi
patients, the opposition filed a suit and
there the matter languishes, he stated.
Referring to the impossibility of main-
taining a well equipped Matermity Hos-
pital exclusively for Parsis (the Parsi
General Hospital and the Maternity
Hospital on the same complex are 50
designed that whilst they have separate
entrances, the imerconnecting corridors
Facilitate sharing of services), Katpitia
gives the figures: There must be barely
1,500 Parsi females in Surat of whom
F00/800 must be over 60 and another
component of children below 15, How
many Parsi deliveries can you then ex-
pect in this city and in this Hospital?
Among the community instilutions
in Surat which require greater patronage
is the Hospital which until 1985 had 80-
85 percent occupancy but had only six
patients when Parsiagna went there on
June 2, 2002. According to Bhacea, the
per patient cost at the Hospital works out
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to Rs 546 perday. Dr 1. 5. Shah who has
been the RMO (resident medical of-
ficer) there since 1972 explained how
earlier patients used to come from
Amalner in Maharashtra and Bulsar for
medical treatment here. But as medical
facilities improved in the villages and
the population of Parsis moved to the
outskirts, they preferred using these ser-
vices in their immediate vicinity. Pres-
ently attached to the Hospital are two
physicians. four general surgeons, one
orthopedic surgeon, one ENT surgeon,
one ophthalmic surgeon, one derma-
tologist and two obstetricians/gynecolo-
gists. On an average there are 10/12
deliveries a year now in its matermity
wing as against 20/25 in 1985, states
Shah.

Having built up the corpus of the
Panchayat, having fought hard to get the
maximum price for the Panchayat on
land deals which were considered hope-
less, Katpitia says he is willing to face
the entire board of trustees to clarify his
stand on issues where mismanagement
and financial irregularities are alleged.

“Trustees badhaa bé paisé sukhi clilé
(are all (inancially comforiable).” stated
Dabhoiwala, annoyed with Dumasia for
assuming that everyone is out o make

personal financial profit from different

deals. Even in the case of purchase of

grains fortheircentral Kitchen which feeds
the inmates of the Nariman Home, the
Parsi General Hospital and the Maternity
Hospital as also the orphanages and the
atash behram, or the land ransactions
whichare inthe eve of the storm, Dumasia
believesonly heis “kharo (honest), beejaa
badhhaa joorfiaa (all others are liars),”
adds Dabhoiwala. Having given Rs 16
lakh in donation. having worked tire-
lessly for the last two and a half years with
his late wife to improve the lace of the
Doongerwadi in Surat, Dabhoiwala feels
offended when people like Dumasia cast
aspersions on his motives with statements
like “Saféd kapdaa vaalaad nakhod varia
{the man in white — Dabhoiwala’s sarto-
rial preference — has brought ruin).”
What has been Dumasia’s contribution?
he would like 1o know. When he fights the
Panchayat he expects the Panchayat 1o
finance his legal costs! noted Dabhoi-
wala.

Dumasia claims that he supports the
needy and deserving boys at the Parsi
Orphanage by taking them to the atash
behram every Sunday. sometimes in his
Ford: lecturing to them on the Zoroas-
trian religion...taking them to Udvada

and Navsari at the expense of the
Panchayat. 1 can speak for five hours
on Zoroastrianism,”” he mentions. Since
1995 he has been complaining in writ-
ing to Bhacca and keeping track of ev-
ery letter which bears a number, he
reports. 1 alone would fight. Katpitia
told me, ‘1 will see you in court.” so |
took the fight to the streets.”

At the board meeting on May 235
when the new trustees too were in atten-
dance, “"Bhacea né thapko aapyo (he
was reprimanded).” adds Dumasia with
satisfaction. Anticipating Parabia’s co-
operation, Dumasia stated, “Hamaaro
banéno vichaar saathé chaalsé. Lokoni
samaaj sévamaa chhaivé (We will work
in tandem for the benefit of the commu-
nity)."

Having attended some of the board
meetings since his appointment, Parabia
was happy with his co-trustees. “1 don’t
doubt their intentions. They were trying
to salvage the maximum from the land
transaction, worth crores, in the Laxmi
Dyeing case (when acting on the advice
of their lawyers the trustees tried o
*fight for the price, not the land” which
already had a third party inducted on the
premisesoriginally leased for business).”
And although Parabia was one of those
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who earlier insisted that there should be

~ greater transparency from the trustees,

he admitted that he would not be in-
clined to make the land deal public until
the transaction is completed. He does
howeveradvocate calling a public meet-
ing three times in a year to inform the
community of the developments in the
Panchayat. The community would then
“trust them and their decisions,” he feels.
“If you say ‘it is none of your business’
it gives wrong signals... L have informed
the youth that the trustees are reliable,”
says Parabia. “The trustees now say *We
were under great pressure.” Bul they
never came out with their problems.
They could have talked 1o (noted crimi-
nal lawyer) Shethna. She would have
been of great help,” says Parabia. “Now
(because of the new openness)there re-
mains no opposition,” he adds but clari-
fies, “They may go against me. They are
the tail twisters. They may twist my tail
if 1 don’t do something right. But they
are also honest people who would have
the good of the community at heart.”
With the appointment of the three new
trustees whose names were agreed upon
by the sitting trustees as also the opposi-
tion members, he was hopeful that the
Panchayat may be able to advance its

various schemes.

The recent provocation forthe gherao
came from the team of Zoroastrian
cricketers who represent Surat at the
Parsi Pentangular matches every year,
believes Bhacea. They had decided they
would go on a particular date to
Secunderabad-Hyderabad but Bhacca
insisted that respecting the sentimenis
of the hosts, they should go two days
earlier. The travel costs were to be bome
by the Panchayat but when the boys
reportedly presented some travelagent’s
bill which included extra costs for can-
cellation and repurchase of tickets,
Bhacca refused to sanction the addi-
tional service charge on the grounds that
the young boys were capable of going to
the railway office personally to save the
travel agent’s commission, Bhacea re-
lates the incident. This reportedly led to
araucous agitation outside his residence,
50 Bhacca says he filed a police com-
plaint and a police van came and carried
away some of the youths to the police
station. This reportedly angered the men
who subsequently tried o meet Bhacea
in person but were tumed away each
time. They finally became abusive at the
time of the gherao, and as seen on a
videorecording of the proceedings. used
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obnoxious language showing scant re-
spect for age and chanted slogans like
“Bhacca né maaro dhakka(push Bhacca
out)” along with their usual refrain
“Bhacca né Katpitia maling paisaa khai
gavaa {Bhacca and Katpitia have to-
gether usurped money).”

“A trust can’t sell land without the
charity commissioner’s permission,”
emphasizes Bhacea, He then gave the
details of the Doongerwadi property:
“We have 150 acres (around 7,26,100 ¢
yards) of land around the Doongerwadi,
We are permilted 37 acres (around
1.79.100 sq yards).” A part of their sur-
plus land, 70,000 sq yards, they decided
to sell when the semi government Agri-
culture Produce Market Committee of-
fered to buy it for their proposed veg-
etable and fruit market at nine crores of
rupees. Parabia, Eruch Lakdawala and
Noshir Daboo of the Jarthosti Dharma
and Samaj Seva Samiti led the opposi-
tion saying the trustees were undersell-
ing the property (see “Landing in
trouble.” Parsiana. August 2000). Un-
able o find a buyer who could fetch
them a higher price, the opposition law-
yer then suggested that the land could be
acquired by the government, alleges

Welcome to “Maidstone”™

Bhacca. And now the Panchayat is try-
ing 1o fend off an acquisition order!

When the government reportedly
asked Bhaceahow much land it required
for disposing its dead, 1o save the maxi-
mum possible for the community, he
stated that in the event of dakhmenashini
not being operational in the absence of
vultures, they may require considerable
land for burial. The SPYS circular
promptly dubbed this an “anti religious
statement.” Bhacca was also taken 1o
task for stating in a television interview
on May 4 that “90 percent of the Parsis
visit Udvada to have liguor.” Bhacca's
alleged tendency to laugh off all allega-
tions made against him and his col-
leagues, infuriates people like Katpitia
who was indignant that, at the board
meeting when Bhacea as president was
reportedly given a“rthapke,” he chose 1o
swallow it

In earlier times when Parsis num-
bered nearly 10,000 in Surat they used
to let out houses to other communities.
Today, although 1,200 or one-third of
the Zoroastrian population is housed in
community (Tats, the demand for subsi-
dized accommodation keeps increasing,
states Bhacea. Whenthe opposition takes

Wishing readers and staff of pﬂfﬁ@ﬁ@; a joyful Pateti

and vears of prosperity and sound health
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all land deals to court it means 32 flats
which could have been allotted in the
Zartoshty Brothers building and 24 flats
in Dhan-Parin Sadan are lying vacant
because the Panchayat cannot proceed
with the allotments, explains Bhacca.
He is particularly pained that mostof the
vociferous opponents themselves stay
in Panchayat owned buildings.

One of the circulars of the SPYS
declares: “One who dares to lift his head
against (Bhacca) would face: stop/non
payment of financial dues/bills; would
be deprived of all financial assistance
given to the needy, viz Behram rog na
paisaa; would be sacked from his/her
job: would be charged with criminal/
civil offence; would at any lime receive
i police raid; would receive threats over
telephone in the mostabusive language.”

The trustees faultthe oppositionmem-
bers for allegedly making a hoax call to
nonagenarian Marshall saying that his
only son in Ahmedabad had met with an
accident. When he recycles old enve-
lopes he is labeled “saalaa kanjus (mi-
ser).” Although he prefers not to take
sides in this community tug-of-war,
Marshall is convinced that the Surat
community does not nced elections.
“Saaro vargh nahi avsé (it is not the

cream of society who will hold power),”
he predicts having been with the
Panchayat for 66 years. In a population
of 3,500 Zoroastrians, assuming thal
1,500 may take an interest in the polls,
there is no need to spend on elections
when the money can be better ulilized,
he believes. How happy are the Parsis in
Bombay despite theirelections? he ques-
tions, referring to the latest disgruntled
opposition group starting the Alert Zo-
roastrians Association, purportedly to
make the trustees in Bombay account-
able.

The suit praying for elections in Sural
is pending in  court since the charily
commissioner ruled that the method of
governance as per the 1841 trust requires
no change. The 1841 trust deed of the
PSCF was formed after the fire in Suratin
1837 when a large sum of money was
collected for the relief of the poor inhab-
itants and placed in the hands of M/fs
Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy Sons and Company
of Bombay. After paying diverse sums of
money in the purchase of grain, clothes,
building materials and other necessities,
from the balance amount of Rs 1,10,300
it was decided to form two permanent
funds for the Hindus and the Parsis. The
fund for the Parsis, named PSCF, was
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invested in the names of Nowrojee
Jamsetjee, Framjee Cowasjee, Bomanjee
Hormasjee, Cursetjee Cowasjee,
Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Jejeebhoy Dada-
bhoy and Cursetjee Jamsetjee. To this
was added a contribution of Rs 23,732
and 35 reas from the “Parsis and others in
China,” and a sum of Rs 13,347 and 16
reas fromthe Panchayatof the Surat Parsis.
Under the trust deed it is considered law-
ful for the PSCF trustees to “determine
such difference of opinion between the
members of the said Panchayat or to de-
termine whoshall formsuch Panchayatio
exercise the powers herein before con-
tained or to nominate and appoint from
lime [0 Lime any seven or more respect-
able resident Parsi inhabitants of Surat to
pay and apply the interest, dividend and
annual income of the said trust funds in
the place and stead of the said Panchayat
and from time to time thereafter 1o re-
maove any one or more of such persons
and any other orothers in theirorhis place
or stead from time to time appoint and to
revoke such appointment and to reap-
point the Panchayat to act as aforesaid as
the said trustees or the majority of them
for the time being shall from time to time
think fit and expedient...” The substitutes
nominated were to be persons “being

Parsi merchanis or householders resident
at Surat or Bombay of substance, charac-
ter and respectability...”

Evenifasegment of the Surat popu-
lation may doubt their credentials, the
SPP trustees are happy that their do-
nors repose full faith in their manage-
ment. Among their major donors, as
listed by Bhacca, are the Variavas of
Blaze, the Zartoshty brothers, the
Gandhys of Allahabad who are ex-
pected to forward Rs 90 lakhs, the
Dorabjees of Poona who will pass on
50 percent of the proceeds of their
land deal... The corpus of the SPP
which was Rs 41,659,807 88 in 1985
before Bhacca took over as president
had risen to Rs 171,308,346.58 inend
March 2001, and their investments
have increased from Rs 30,893,217.15
in 1985 to Rs 156,730.984.53, ac-
cording 1o their audited statement of
accounts.

“Continuity, consistency, credibil -
ity” is the motto of the SPP as dis-
played on their letterheads. Despile
the obstacles strewn in their path the
trustees are trudging along for as
Marshall philosophically declared, *In
any institution, those who work the
most have to suffer.”
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Programming a future

Into its 16th year, the Holiday Programme for Youth continues to
provide fresh initiatives, including plans for a full length play

Arnavaz 5. Mama and Hilla P. Guzder

“The Holiday Programme for Youth
{HPY) has generated |2 marriages. That
is why the organizers have invited an
obstetrician to be the chief guest!” jested
famed gynecologist Dr Rustam
Soonawalla at the inaugural of the an-
nual event at The Byramjee
Jeejeebhoy Parsee Charitable
{BJPC) Institution on May 2, 2002,
The month-long program of the
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP)
aims to generale camaraderie
among Zoroastrian leenagers who
have just finished their secondary
school examinations, towiden their
intellectual horizons, to inculcate
self-discipline and a sense of pur-
pose.

“Discipline yourself. That's
what we lack in this country. It is
the crux for success, not only high
honors and high marks,” advised
Soonawalla. Disparaging his own
academic achievements, the doc-
tor stressed on such character at-
tributes as honesty, inlegrity and ac-
countability, and highlighted the value
of sports as it “teaches one how o win
and how 1o lose because you cannot
always be a winner.” And a short prayer
o “the superpower which guides you™
van make a critical difference in one’s
performance, vouched Soonawalla.

Guest of honor Vispi Balaporia, aca-
demic advisor to Jai Hind College, felt
that the youth of today had a variety of
opportunities tochose from. The month-
long initiation at the HPY would enable
them to clarify their goals and be more
aware of what is available to them.
Sounding a note of warning to those
who get carried away by a single idea,
she noted, “Sometimes we don't gel
what we set our heart on and we are
disappointed. Don'thave aclosed mind,
Examine other opportunities. Some-
times we look so longingly at the closed
door that we lail o see the one that's
open.” She also emphasized the moral
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imperatives that should circumscribe the
competitive spirit: “Competition is good
il it makes you strive for excellence but
not if it makes you so self-centered as to
think only of your getting ahead.™
“Ciracluation is unly a passport for an

LIDAY PROGRAMME;
E_Fun YoUTH H:“’J

s fiz Excetloms

Crganizing leam: creative and
Spaniancatis Photos: C. C. Gandevia

imerview, nothing else,” senior BPP
trustee Minoo Shrolf who chaired the
inaugural function told the youths at the
doorstep of their college careers. He
urged them to study the lives of achiev-
ers and see for themselves that apart
from a few academic highs, they were
well-rounded activists. Remarking that
alotof advice will come their way, ofien
unsolicited and unfocussed, he urged
the youths to “Listen 1o the elders, but
remember it's your decision and your
life.”

If they cultivate the will 1o succeed
together with a sense of humility, shun
overconfidence and not take themselves
oo seriously, they will “see the light at
the end of the tunnel,” he predicted.

Freny Mehita, principal of The Ale-
xandra Girls® English Institution, com-
mented on the students® collective sigh

of relief after the board exams and the
freedom to rest and enjoy that eveniu-
ally leads to boredom. The HPY fills the
gap with direction and molivation, an
opportunity o make more friends and
“enter college as bold and mature indi-
viduals." With its combination of
lectures, religion, career counsel-
ling, sports and social service the
HPY provides an ideal ground for
the youths from segregated schools
1o zel to know the opposile sex, she
noted. “Savor each day at HPY,
participate, get involved, come oul
us balanced individuals,” Mehta
told the youths, several of whom
had just emerged from her purview
i school.

A product of the academic ex-
perience of former BPP trustee and
ex vice chancellor of Bombay Uni-
versity Dr Mehroo Bengalee, and
the administrative and nurturing
acumen of former BPP chief ex-
ceutive, ex-IAS (Indian Adminis-
trative Service) officer Rustom Ankle-
suria, the HPY has grown instrength and
capacity since its inception in 1986,
largely due to the enthusiasm and orga-
nizing skill of Diana Marfatia who has
been coordinating the program for well
over a decade. Providing significant
background support is a dedicated BPP
team led by senior executive Sheroo
Master.

ShrofT felt reassured by the enthusi-
asm he witnessed among the 193 par-
ticipants {108 boys and 85 girls) and
their parents. While the majorily were
from Bombay, several teenagers hailed
from Zoroastrian settlements in Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Vapi, Porbander, Surat,
Baroda, Palghar, Dahanu, Deolali, Poona
and Panchgani, representing 20 of the
participating 67 schools. The BPP ar-
ranges the boarding and lodging for
outstation students. With the participants
paying only a nominal registration fee
of Rs 350, the month-long program is
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heavily subsidized by the Punchayet, look-
ing upon it not as an expenditure but as an
investment for the future of the commu-
nity, as noted Marfatia. The BJPC Institu-
tion, where Marfatia is principal, has sup-
ported the program through the free use of
its premises for the past seven years, “En-
sure regularity and good behavior,” she
advised the gathered youths. *What you
gain depends on what you put in.”

Two past HPY participants, Khush-
numa Mullaferoze and Mehrab Modi
spoke briefly of their experience of the
program where they spent over 12 hours
cach day readying for sponts, dramatics,
el al. “We leamt 1o compete in the true
spirit: we leamnt lo accept defeat; we learnt
1o win but continue 1o strive harder...”

With HPY sporting many a ‘first’
each year, this year’s program saw a girl
win for the first time the Best Sports-
person award. Rehnaz Karanjia stood at
the top of the podium not only for taking
partin the entire gamut of sports (cricket,
football, basketball, swimming, arm
wrestling, bowling, chess, elc), but for
helping her team to win as well. For the
first time too an imprompiu HPY
throwball team participated in the All-
Parsis throwball tournamentin Bombay,
going through two rounds to reach the

quarterfinals. The abundance of all-
round talent included national level bas-
ketball player Darayus Mehia (son of
BPP trustee Dinshaw Mehta), state level
swimmer Aresh Daruwalla (see*Splash-
ing success,” Parsiana, July-August
1997) and Zeenia Bharucha, an interna-
tional level throwball player.

The energetic efforts of HPY'iles in
the blood donation drive this year se-
cured an unsurpassed 184 bottles, an-
nounced Marfatia at the valedictory
function on May 30 at the BJPC Institu-
tion, with the Blood Bank so0 taken by
surprise that they did not have enough
bottles in hand to collect the blood!
Trustee Dinshaw Mehia expressed his
appreciation of the youngsters’ efforts
with a Rs 5,000 donation towards prizes.
Community consciousness was rein-
forced with the navjote of a Parsi child,
the cleaning of four agiaries, visits to
the F. S. Parukh Dharamshalla (old
people’s home), ete.

With HPY mixing the sober (lalks
on career oplions, religion, counselling,
etc) with the spectacular (fashion show,
personality contest, antakshari, etc), and
around 200 teenagers pitted againsteach
other in a series of caliber competitions,
the prize distribution witnessed noisy

acclaim. Lads in jackets and ties, lasses
in skirts getting annually shorter and
heels getting higher sprinted to the stage
to receive the fruits of their month-long
labor from the hands of the guest of
honor Dr Zarir Udwadia, eminent car-
diologist, and chief guest Keki Mistry,
managing director of HDFC (Housing
Development Finance Corporation).
“This is my second visit o your
program. Ten years ago | was invited to
speak as a “young achiever.” Today [ am
guest of honor. [ see nothing special to
justify my promotion!” quipped Ud-
wadia. *1 must confess I am a bit jealous
— you have done more exciting things
in the last month than | have!" Address-
ing the vexing question put by parents to
their children — *So, what do you want
to be when you grow up?”’ — Udwadia
termed himself “one of the lucky few
who knew from a young age what 1
wanted to do.” If undecided, “follow
your heart, talent and inclination. Be a
ballerina, an MTV host or an astronaut.
But do not do things which you dislike
or despise, or you will live life without
passion.” Udwadia expressed his belief
that today’s youngsters “born in the
dying years of the 20th century, with
their gaze firmly fixed on the 215t cen-
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From left. 1st row: Mistry,
Soonawalla, Udwadia,
Marfaria, M. Shroff

2nd row: Freny Mehta (at
mike) alongside BPP
trustees, officials and
invitees at the inaugural

From left. 3rd row: Bhujwalla: Pochkhanawala; Balaporia; Mistree, Zaiwala,
Udwadia, Mondegari. Ragine. 4th row: Karanjia; Xerves Khambarta; Dasiur,
Marfatia, Dinshaw Tamboly, Guzder, Rustom Tivandaz: Homai Medi, Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, Gandhi. Sth row: Ronisha Chinoy, Dadinath; Scherezade Shroff:
Rusiomjee Jeejeebhoy felicitated by Gandhi, Rustom Jeejeebhoy and 5. Shroff .
Alomgside: Zeenta Bharucha; Rhia Marshall
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tury, have an open mind and a free
spirit” and an abundance of energy and
intelligence. *You are our blessing and
our future,” he said. “You show us God
is not yet tired of man.” Udwadia’s
prescription of life included emphasis
on the religious and the spiritual. “As a
doctor 1 see our hold on life is very
fragile, very tenuous. There is a higher
power that guides ourdestinies and molds
our fate.”

“We are living in times of great
change,” stated Mistry. “Information
technology has breached all barriers
and connected the world as never be-
fore. Wonderful opportunities and chal-
lenges await you." Urging the teenag-
ers 1o have a purpose in life, Mistry
believed that one must aim high, as the
greater danger, in Michelangelo’s
words, is that our aim is too low and that
we've reached it! Do not be embar-
rassed or intimidated by failures, do not
accept them or stand on the sidelines
fearful, he exhorted. *One cannot be an
expert in everything — be a leader, a
captain in your area of expertise. De-
pression should find no refuge in you
either in your professional or personal
life,” he asserted.

The fabric of society revolves around
integrity and ethics, declared Mistry.
While contemplating any course of ac-
tion, the question to ask oneself, in the
words of H. D. Parekh, founder chair-
man of HDFC whom Mistry termed his
guruy, is: “Will it cause any embarrass-
ment or shame if it becomes Known?”
There is no pillow as soft as a clear
conscience, noted Mistry. Family,
friends and colleagues are indispens-
able — it is a fallacy to think that “you
have made it alone. Give credit 1o those
who make things happen.”

Endorsing Mistry's views that students
should not get over elated by success or
disheartened by disappointments, BPP
chairman Jamshed Guzder recommended
the virtues of “select reading, chaste writ-
ing, and erudite conferencing.”

With a battery of 11 ex HPYites
assisting Marfatia this year in orga-
nizing the kaleidoscope of activities,
she commended them for sacrificing a
month of their summer holidays cop-
ing with “noisy, chaotic youngsters”
and putting them through the paces of
events. Special Ffelicitations were
awarded to Khorram Siodia, in-charge
of indoor and outdoor sports for the
past eight years; Fabian Panthaki
“whose brainchild, the literary events,
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KHORDEH AVESTA BOOK RELEASE FUNCTICN IN HONOUR OF
IATE DR BEHRAMSHAH D. PITHAVAIA'S 1ST YEAR BAAJ

JIst July 2002 at Banaji
Atashbehram Hall, the 1st Baj
Anniversary of the Late Vice
President of Shah Behram Baug
Society wascelebrated by the book
release function of the unique new

English Language Edition of

KHORDEHAVESTA, having 18
colour illustrations pages of extra-
ordinary photographs of the
Human Aura, the sound vibrations
of the Avesta Manthras, and other
latest Scientific Technology based
photographs.

The Khordeh Avesta Book was
released by Dasturji Saheb
Khurshed Kaikobad Dastur of
Iranshah who continued a quarter
of acentury old tradition of his late
father. Speakers included the
Honourable Consul for Poland
Marek A. Moron, World famous
Astrologer Bejan Daruwalla, Retd.
Justice Dinshah Mehta, Prof. Sam
Doctor, Prof. Meher L. Pavri, Mrs.
Dinoo Cooper, Dr. Harishbhai
Dhutia and Mr. Keki Bala.

On behalf the family members
of Late Behramshah a Memorial
Volume was released for free
distribution
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10] Also available, Books by
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Contact Mazdayasnie
Monasterie office for com-
plete list of available books
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keep getting better and better;” Vinifer
Guandhi, master of ceremonies for the
valedictory function and “my right-
hand man this year™ in the absence of
HPY stalwart Priya Bhujwalla, and
Kaynaz Dadinath who has been an
organizer for two years.

Seeking to keep boredom at bay,
HPY organizers spend six months prior
lo the program working out the nitty
grtties and introducing freshapproaches
and  initiatives. This year HPY's new
baby was impromptu acting — “Whose
ling is it anyway?" — on the style of the
popular television show. With several
rounds demanding wit and instant cre-
ativity, the finals were judged by well-
known theater personalities Boman lrani
and Kunal Vijaykar. The tough butever-
popular JAM (Just-a-Minute), a literary
speaking event which requires great
aleriness and language skills, had Brian
Dias as JAM master for the finals. “They
dobrilliantly,” commends Marfatia. The
customary intellectual booster doses in-
cluded a debate on the currently hot
topic “India is equally responsible for
the Kashmir issue.”

Receiving top billing as the shows-
topper of the HPY month was the fash-

ion show competition, with Oorvask
Cooper and Scherzade Shroff voted the
best models and Kaiyan Mistree (who
was also adjudged the best Literary All-
rounder) and Meher Modi the best
catwalkers. Well-known models Karl
Patel and Jennifer Kotwal officiated as
the judges. The prestigious title of Mr
HPY 2002 was claimed by Rishad
Bhumgara, among the most diminutive
in size compared to several well-built
contemporaries all round! Shenaya
Pochkhanawala was adjudged Ms HPY
2002, Peshotan Kapadia and Meherna-
waz Mondegari claimed the runners-up
titles respectively, with T. Maheshwari
(Miss India Asia Pacific) and Nikhila
Palat (a former Miss India finalist) judg-
ing the contest. While Mondegari and
Mistree topped their groups as well,
Hormuz Ragina and Farhad Zaiwala
were the winners in the other two groups.

In her voite of thanks, Gandhi ex-
tolled the BPP trustees for being “silent
and constant supporters,” and thanked
BPF chiel executive Behram Dastur,
deputy chief executive Mehli Colah,
senior executive Sheroo Master, as well
as BPFP office assistants Bakhtawar
Dastoorand Persi Mistry fortaking much

of the load behind the scenes. She com-
mended the panel speakers, judges, trust-
ees of The BJPC Institution and a long
list of well-wishers and donors of gifls
who contributed to HPY "s success. The
“exquisite, imeplaceable Dee (Marfatia)™
received a standing ovation for her inde-
aligable efforts over HPY's 16 vears,
“I never thought 1 would ever take
part in the amount of activities that 1
took part in at HPY... It doubled my
confidence and 1 think my stage fright
has been minimized,” Natasha lrani who
passed out from Poona’s prestigious St
Mary’s School old Parsiana. *l have
learnt much more about life and my
fantastic religion,” asserted Misiree,
while Best Sportsperson Karanjia sum-
marized the program in the two-word
lingo of youth — “totally awesome!”
Scheduled for December 8. 2002 is a
follow-up event and bigger challenge
— a full length play, featuring the best
theatrical talents of past and present
HPYites at the Sophia Bhabha Audito-
rium. A professional director is slated to
spend a month taking the select few
through a series of workshops. Further
details on this event will be available on
e-mail: hpyhome @hotmail.com
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AWARDS

Academics to the fore

Of the 11 recipients conferred the Federation’s
awards for excellence, five have shone in the academic field

“We suffer from modesty,” commented
Keki Gandhi, joint honorary secretary
of the Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian
Anjumans of India, at the function on
June 15, 2002 to honor the 11 recipients
who were conferred the Federation's
awards for excellence. “Individuals,
anjumans and punchayets are not com-
ing forward with nominations,” he
added. Although the Federation has in-
stituted awards in 12 fields of endeavor,
the recipients recognized this year
showed brilliance in only select fields:
five in academia, three in sports, and
one each in the military, professional
competence and youth categories. There
were no takers for the other awards,
each of which carries a trophy, citation
and a gift of Rs 1,000.

All the 11 recipients were present al
the simple presentation ceremony at the
Indian Merchants’ Chamber to receive
their awards at the hands of the donors/
dignitaries. Six of the awardees were
recognized for achieving excellence in
the year 2001 while the remaining five
were conferred this honor for the pre-
ceding six years.

Air Marshal Manek B. Madon’s
prowess in the military field in 2001
earned him the Lt Col Adi B. Tarapore
Memorial Award which was presented
to him by Lt Gen Adi Sethna, vice
president (north zone) of the Federa-
tion. Air officer commanding in chief
of the Eastern Air Command, Madon
has served the Indian Air Force since
1963 when he was commissioned as a
pilot in the fighter stream. Presently
commodore commandant of a frontline
MiG-21 squadron Scorpios, Madon had
actively participated in the Indo-Pak
wars in 1965 and 1971. Decorated with
the Vayu Sena Medal, the Ati Vishist
Seva Medal and the Param Vishist Seva
Medal, Madon is a qualified flying in-
structor as also fighter combat leader
who has served as senior directing staff
with the Tactics and Combat Develop-
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ment Establishment and as comman-
dant of the Air Force Academy in
Hyderabad.

In the sphere of professional compe-
tence, Keki Minoo Mistry was con-
ferred the Nargis Adi Gandhi Memorial
Award at the hands of senior Bombay
Parsi Punchayet (BPP) trustee Minoo
Shroff. The Award recognized his out-
standing performance in 2000, the year
he was appointed managing direcior of
Housing Development and Finance Cor-
poration (HDFC). A Fellow of the Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants of India
and a member of the Michigan Associa-
tion of Certified Public Accountanis,
Mistry had joined HDFC as assistant
manager in 1981 and has since grown
with the company. Today HDFC boasts
110 branches, a market capitalization
of over Rs 8,400 crores, an asset base of
Rs 21,000 crores and profit after tax of
nearly Rs 500 crores for the financial
year ended March 31, 2001. Mistry,
according to the citation, has been ac-
tively involved in negotiations with joint
venture partners and in the formation of
HDFC group companies like HDFC
Bank, HDFC Asset Management Com-
pany, HDFC Standard Life Insurance
Company Limited. He has undertaken
consultancy assignments for the Com-
monwealth Development Corporation,
Mauritius Housing Company and the
Asian Development Bank.

All the three sports awardees were
young girls who were recognized for
theiraccomplishments in 2001. Jauzinah
Danesh Borzu, who is reportedly the
youngesl girl at the age of six to pass her
sho-dan (first degree black belt), was
presented her belt at the XVIIT All India
Tournament of the Japan Karate Asso-
ciation of India in 2001. Since the girls
under seven event was cancelled at that
tournament she competed with girls
under nine where she was declared run-
ner-up in the kata and won the kumite.
The young student of St Mary's School,

Dahanu maintained this position at the
next national meet, mentions the cita-
tion. BPP trustee Dadi Engineer pre-
sented her the Jiji D. Irani Memorial
Award.

Winning a gold in the XIlI Maha-
rashtra State Roller Skating Champion-
ship in Poona in 2001 in the girls above
14 years in artistic free and fhigure skat-
ing, Zeenia Khushru Patel was declared
the overall champion in her age group
in artistic skating, states her citation. A
student of Bombay’s J. B. Petit High
School, Patel has been receiving rigor-
ous (raining from national and Cana-
dian tutors since the age of 11. At the
XLVI National School Games in 2000
Patel won a bronze in artistic roller
skating in the girls under 17 group. The
Dr Dadi Balsara Award was presented
to her by Nariman Mogrelia, Federa-
tion vice president (south zone).

Participating in the Maharashtra State
Judo Competition in Nanded in 2001,
Zeenia Shahrookh Tafti won a bronze in
her category. Leaming judo for the last
three years, Tafti won a bronze in the
below 57 kg category at the inter-school
competition in Bombay in 2001 and
helped her school, The Alexandra Girls’
English Institution win the girls champi-
onship, notes the citation. The Manijeh
and Noshirwan Cama Memonial Award
was presented 1o her by Aloo Cama.

The youngsters recognized for their
brilliance in academic studies were
Danesh Sarosh Tarapore who received
the Dhunjishaw R. Gheyara Memorial
Award for 2001 from BPP trustee
Dinshaw Tamboly and Darayus Parvez
Bajan who received the same award for
the year 1998 from BPFP chairman
Jamshed Guzder. Binaifer Sarosh Patel’s
excellence as a student won her the
Dhunjishaw R. Gheyara Memorial
Award for 1999. She received her me-
mento from Engineer.

In the final year bachelor of engi-
neering course in compuler science and
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engineering, Tarapore stood first from
the Swami Ramanand Teerth Maratha-
wada University, Nanded in 2001, men-
tions the citation. e was firstamong 10
students selected from all over India for
admission-1o the MTech program in
information technology at the Indian
Institute of Technology., Bombay where
he was awarded the Ramarao Nilekant
Fellowship along with a full tuition
waiver. Atthe G level examination of
the National Centre for Software Tech-
nology held in January 2001, Tarapore
scored 98 percent

Three vears after quahifying as a cosl
accountant in 1995 when he stood 25th,
Bajan passed the chanered accountant
and chartered secrefary examinations,
Therealter the qualified navar-martab
chose to.do his MA in Avesta-Pahlavi,
studying at the Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy
Zarthoshti Madressa. Having passed the
examination in the first division he was
conferred the BPP's Seth Kharshedp
Fardunji Parukh Gold Medal. Presently
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assistant manager, linance. in the Stan-
dard Chartered Grindlays Bank, Bajan
also performs priestly duties at the
Mevawalla Agiary in Byculla

For standing first in the Gujarat Uni-
versity al the Third Year BCom examina-
tion in May 1999, Patel was awarded a
gold medal and prizes by the University
andthe H. A, Collegeof Commerce where
she was studying. Her pnncipal com-
mended her for being “a sincere, hand
working, intelligent, regular and most
outstanding student with an extremely
bright academic carcer.™ Patel has also

{From left) 151 row: Mistry,
Shroff. Madon, Sethna,
Basla and frani: 2nd row:
Cama, Desai, Bajan, 2.
Patel and Maogrelia; 3rd
row: B. Parel. Engineer,
Tarapore, Tambaly,
Pastakia and Guzder:

dth row: Borzu, Tafti,
Crandhi and Sheroo Master
Photos: Vanghess Fermdandoer

performed creditably in extracurmicular
activities, winning prizes in beauty, per-
sonality and fashion shows.

Two other academicians o receive
awards in the sphere of education were
Zarine Hoshedar Basla who was pre-
sented the Mazda Education Founda-
tion Award for 2001 by Federation vice
president (west zone) Eruch Irani, and
Dolly Rustom Desai who was conferred
the Mehernosh N. Cama Memorial
Award for 1995 by Aloo Cama,

Principal for the last cight years
Bombay's Maneckji Cooper Education
Trust School, the outstanding achieve-
mentsof the institutionearned the School
the Mational Udvog Excellence Award
and Basla the Jewel of India Award
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from the International Institute of Edu-
cation and Management in 2001. Incul-
cating in her students the love for learn-
ing, her School also won the finals of the
Limea Book of Records Quiz in Calcutta
in 2001 and her students have addition-
ally excelled in competitions in En-
glish, math and science, states the cita-
tion. Encouraging her students 1o be in-
volved in public causes and contributing
herself 1o the betterment of the city, Basla
has won acclaim from the I Love Bombay
Committee and the Special Executive
Magistrates’ Society for Education.
Erstwhile principal of Navsari’s Selt
Rustomjee Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy High
School from 1977-2001 and presently
in charge of the Bai Avabai Balmandir
at Navsari, Desai was the recipient of
the Gujarat State Best Teacher Award in
1995 and the Chandoria Foundation
International Certificate of Honour in
1999 for her meritorious services in the
field of education and culture, notes her
citation. She was also awarded the De-
voted Teacher Silver Medal by the
Shivaji Foundation Society, Rajasthan
for guiding her students at the First All
Gujarat Pratibha Khoj Pariksha 2000.
Desai has variously served as member
of the SSC Board Squad, president of
the Rashtriya Bhasha Prachar Samili,

Wardha and advisor to the
Maharashtra State Bureau
Text Book Production and
Curriculum Research.
Winning the Jamshed
and Shirin Guzder Award
as the best youth for 1996
was Khushroo Ardeshar
astakia who received his
award from Guzder. At the
Third Senior National
Strength Building champi-
onship for men and women in 1996,
Pastakia broke the natonal record by
registering a total of 140 kg — 70 kg
press behind neck and 70 kg bicep curl.
The same year he also won the Gujarat
State Power Lifting and Bench Press
Championships in the 100 kg class. Al
the Gujarat State Weight Lifting Cham-
pionship (above 99 kg category) he has
held the title from 1993 to 2002, notes
the citation. A posigraduate in com-
merce, Pastakia’s string of qualifica-
tions include LLB, CA and MBA. Also
keen on trekking and expeditions,
Pastakia successfully completed the
Babeli-Manala-Chanderkhani Pass
Route as a member of the National Hi-
malayan Trekking Expedition in 1996,
the same year he graduated in commerce
from the South Gujarat University.

The prize winners and a section of the
audience

The awardees who have excelled in
their respective fields need to be thanked
for serving as an inspiration to those
around them, smd Gandhi. He was also
appreciative of the sponsors of the dif-
ferent awards who had donated the sums
and commended the efforts of Delhi’s
Farokh Rustomji who was instrumental
in getting the trophies readied and Adil
MNargolwala for ferrying them to
Bombay. On behalf of the Federation he
expressed gratitude to the BPP secre-
tariat for organizing the function and
their perseverance in scanning repors
in the media to shortlist prospective
awardees, the achievers who inspire
confidence in the community.

With Best Compliments From

ANTELEC Limited
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BSERVATION

A helping hand

The tragic events in Gujarat prompted the author to cite examples of Parsi
charity that crossed the bounds of religion, caste and creed

It pains us to see that the state of Gujarat,
where the Parsis had migrated and
seamlessly settled in with the locals, 1s
a communal tinderbox today. In a few
months the carnage has claimed more
than 1,000 lives, destroyed over 10,000
homes and businesses and rendered
lakhs of workers jobless. The calibrated
violence, aimed at the Muslim commu-
nity, tore the very fabric of our plural-
istic society. As the numbers swelled in
relief camps, they were faced with ap-
palling conditions: shortage of food,
water and medical facilities. To as-
suage the suffering of victims, it is
paramount that measures be taken to
put an end to this carnage, rehabilitate
the homeless and punish the guilty. The
tragic events in Gujarat remind me of a
few incidents from Parsi history, which
inculcate lessons in national integra-
tion and convey the mature way in
which our forefathers interacted with
members of other communities irre-
spective of caste, color and religion.

An open heart and hand

The one quality, which distinguishes
Parsis from others, is their inherent
philanthropic nature. A name that im-
mediately comes to my mind is that of
the great philanthropist, Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy (1783-1859). In 1837, when
a great fire devastated Surat destroying
about 20,000 houses and a large num-
ber of temples, bazaars and shops,
Jejeebhoy chartered a ship for Surat. It
was loaded with rice, dal, hundreds of
bales of cloth and other useful items to
be distributed to all communities. He
traveled to Surat to personally ensure
that all needy persons were being helped
without distinction. Almost 10 years
later, in 1846, he helped out the Irish
when their country faced the potato
famine, and later the French when floods
ravaged their country. He showed that
true philanthropy extended beyond the
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parameters of one’s community or coun-
try, and reached out to those in need
irrespective of their religion or race. He
went on to contribute money for an art
school, a hospital, as well as many other
public services in Bombay and Poona.
Sir Cowasji Jehangir (1853-1934) also
gifted magnanimously, and his endow-
ments include among other things a
Convocation Hall, the Sir C. J. Hall, a
hospital as well as drinking water foun-
tains.

The political arena

Dadabhai Naoroji (1825-1917) was one
of the founders of the Indian National
Congress (INC) and his contribution
earned him the adoration of the masses
who affectionately called him the Grand
Old Man (GOM) of India.

Although he was a Parsi, Naoroji
looked upon himself as an Indian first.
As president of the INC, during his
presidential address in 1893 he said:
“Whether I am a Hindu, a Moham-
medan, a Parsi, a Christian or of any
other creed, 1 am above all an Indian.
Our country is India; our nationality is
Indian." These telling words are most
relevant today when assertion of one's
religion and drawing of one's identity
from this assertion has become pri-
mary.

Another great patriot who devoted
his life to the INC and to the Bombay
Municipal Corporation was Sir Pheroze-
shah Mehta (1845-1915), architect of
the Municipal Act of 1872. His love for
India may be gauged by his words: “To
my mind, a Parsi is a better and truer
Parsi, as a Mohammedan or a Hindu is
a better and truer Mohammedan or a
Hindu, the more he is attached to the
land which gave him birth, the more he
is bound in brotherly relations and af-
fection to all the children of the soil...”

Atatime when temples and mosques
are being destroyed in Gujarat with such

inhuman ferocity, an interesting example
comes to my mind from the life of that
great visionary Jamsetji Tata (1839-
1904) who laid the industrial foundation
of the country. Though a staunch Zoro-
astrian, his forward-thinking spirit is
evident in a letter he wrote to his son
from abroad in 1902, five years before
the site of the steel plant was finally
located. He asked his son to “be sure
there is plenty of space for lawns, play-
grounds and parks. Earmark areas for
Hindu temples, Mohammedan mosques
and Christian churches.”

The deep concern Jamsetji had for
the progress of his country is recorded
by his son Dorab. On February 8, 1911,
Dorab laid the foundation stone of the
Lonavla dam and thus commenced this
vital hydroelectric project. On this oc-
casion he recalled the lofty aims of his
father: “To my father, the acquisition of
wealth was only a secondary object in
life; it was always subordinate to the
constant desire in his heart to improve
the industrial and intellectual condition
of the people of this country.”

The fountainhead of progress

The three stalwarts, who made Parsi
philanthropy a byword in India through
constructing schools, libraries, hospi-
tals, university buildings, etc were Jejee-
bhoy, Cowasji Jehangir and Sir Din-
shaw Petit (1823-1901). When a public
meeting was called in Bombay on Sep-
tember 17, 1862 for the needy textile
workers of Lancashire, the Parsis do-
nated more than any other community
for the cause. The three hospitals in
Bombay till 1886 were all built by
Parsis. Out of the nine hospitals in
Bombay in 1909, six had been estab-
lished or built by large donations from
Parsis. In 1932, Dorab Tata established
a fund for research in blood diseases
which led to research projects in Paris,
MNew York and Copenhagen.
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Jamsetji Tata's vision of higher edu-
cation was progressive. He wished 1o
contribute towards “real universities,
which will give fresh impulse to learn-
ing, to research, to criticism, which will
inspire reverence and impart strength
and self-reliance to future generations.”
In September 1898, he announced a
donation of Rs 30 lakhs from his private
estate to establish a science university.
With the inauguration of the Indian In-
stitute of Science in Bangalore in 1911,
Jamsetji's dream was f{inally realized.
Dr Homi Bhabha and other scientists
have studied at this Institute, and their
efforts paved the way for significant
contributions in the scientific field for
the nation as well as other researchers.

The N. M. Wadia Charities, founded
in 1909 by an illustrious scion of the
family of Lowjee Nusserwanjee Wadia,
the shipbuilder, is a totally cosmopoli-
tan trust which today has a corpus of
about two crore rupees. Its aims include
poverty relief, education, medical aid
and assistance for natural calamities. It
has over the years donated amounts to
relief funds all over the world: Oxfam
{Oxford Famine Relief Fund), Iran Earth-
quake Fund, Holland Flood Relief Fund,
Japan Flood Relief Fund, La Croix
Rouge, Belgique, among others.

Thus, drawing from lessons in Parsi
history, we realize that the munificence
and vision of many of our forefathers
has helped enrich the lives of people
from different communities and walks
of life. Their contributions emphasize
the importance of placing the progress
and welfare of the nation above personal
or political gains. One can only hope
that intimes ol ¢risis as faced by Gujarat
and the nation today we can remember
the lives of those who gave generously
to build a strong and pluralistic India;
whostrengthened the pillars of the coun-
try even as they were firmly rooted in
their raditions.

Founder president of the
World Zarathushti Cultural
Foundation and a scholar
of Zoroastranism, Dr Homi
Dhalla has representedihe
community at various in-
ternational conferences

5 and interfaith meets.
Among the community prejects heis involved
in are the conservation of Bahrot caves, the
Sanjan excavation, documentation of Parsi
history and the infroduction of solar concen-
trators at Bombay's Doongerwadi.
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Wishing all Zoroastrians
a very happy New Year

With Best Wishes From
Zubin Gandhi and Amol Walke
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Tel: (0832) 362337/362898/362904 Fax: (0832) 362257

E-Mail: venus.goa@sma.sprintrpg.ems.vsnl.net.in

Mumbai Address
Hari Niwas, 1st Floor, 19, Mathew Road, Mumbai 400004

Tel: (022) 3630466/3610523 Fax: (022) 3611285

Website: http://www.venus-goa.com
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COMMENT

Democratic ideals versus autocratic diktats

Where do Zoroastrianism and Zoroastrians stand in an age of
fundamentalism? asks the author

Living in these harsh days between two
fundamentalisms in India, a slowly re-
forming one in Iran, and a “Bible belt’
oneinthe USA, most Zoroastrians would
seem to think that they are above and
beyond such violent oppressive aberra-
tions. They have for centuries been a
sensible pragmatic minority, and have
both survived and succeeded without
threatening others with any form of
jehad. None of us is threatening the
destruction of the Rajabai Tower in
Bombay. Yet we need to ponder on the
implications of fundamentalism for
important external and internal reasons.

First the external. We are not in
isolation. We and our children are part
of a wider society in which we have our
being, whether in the Indian subconti-
nent, Iran, USA or elsewhere. These
societies impinge on our lives, even in
the semi-seclusion of the Bombay baugs.
The Parsis of Bombay then, and of
Ahmedabad and Baroda now, have re-
spectively felt the terrible fires of fun-
damentalism in 1992-93 and in 2002,
Besides, they cannot be unrealistically
isolationist. They have a high civic
tradition of being involved in the soci-
eties in which they live; unhappily not
as much now in more lumpen days as in
earlier more genteel ones. In non-po-
litical, philanthropic, intellectual,
social and creative spheres they still
play a widespread role, even without
the Dadabhai Naorojis, Pherozeshah
Mehtas and Homi Bhabhas. They have
always been significant in many fields,
disproportionate to their insignificant
numbers. That old tradition of ‘sugarin
the milk® must not die. As the smallest
minority — a tribe threatened with de-
mographic extinction — in nations of
minorities in India, USA, UK and Aus-
tralia, the tenets of Zoroastrianism com-
pel us to play that role, to make ushra ré
{happiness unto others) meaningful in
the wider world we live in.

Second, there are important internal

89 Parsiana Avgust 2002

Aspi D. Moddie

reasons oo, If we are very largely non-
fundamentalist, do we know what in
Zoroastrianism makes us so? In con-
trast, if some of us exhibit fundamental-
ist traits in internal conflicts, do we
examine how far these are truly Zoroas-
trian, apart from not being humane and
rational, and not promoting ushra té?
One way or the other, we need 1o under-
stand better our place in wider social
developments, and why we are what we
are in this age of Huntingdon’s Clash of
Civilizarions; be conscious of those tec-
tonic *faults’ or fragile boundaries which
cause religious groups to quake and
destroy.

In contrast to Semitic religions, Zo-

roastrianism is non-prescriptive. It does
not have prescribed commandments to
do or not 10 do. Three thousand five
hundred years ago Zarathushtra taught
man to use his VYohuman, the higher
mind, in making a responsible choice in
the eternal conflict between good and
evil:
“Hearken with your ears to these Best
Counsels,/Reflect upon them with illu-
mined judgment,/Let each choose his
creed, with that freedom of choice each
must have at great events (Gathas, verse
30.2).”

Each such thoughtful Vohumanic
choice is a great event for the indi-
vidual, the family and society. In days
when ruler, prophet and cleric laid down
faith, belief and ritual, Zarathushtra left
it to our conscience, our Yohuman — a
democratic choice beyond the edict of
kings or the ‘fatwa’ of religious clerics.
He pointed out that the karpans and
usigo “gave the world up to violence,”
and the kavis, the rulers, “grow strong
with raid and rapine (read narcotic jehad
now),” caring not that the world should
strive and progress through truth’s law.

In faimess to Prophet Mohammed,
Group Captain M. Kamal Uddin of the
Bangladesh Air Force has reminded us
that Muslim soldiers on the field of

Badar were given Rules of Engagement,
which were clear and humane: not 10
harm the old, women and children, nor
priests: not to harm working men (i.e.
non-combatants), norto cut trees or dam-
age crops; not to plunder or mutilate
dead bodies, etc. All of which is quite
contrary to recent jehadic practices
taught by fanatical mullahs and tribal
war lords.

Far from fanatic rigidities, Zara-
thushira taught that man's life was a
progress from imperfection to an ulti-
mate state of perfection or huveretar.
This perfection istobe achieved through
Vohuman, the Good Mind, together
with frasho-kereti, translated by Mary
Boyce as “healing renewal.” This pro-
cess of seeking perfection with healing
renewal through stages of imperfection
implies the examination of change and
the evolution to higher states.

In Among The Believers, V. S. Naip-
aul offered the simplest explanation for
recent [slamic fundamentalism: It lay
in Islam s difficulty in coping with mod-
ernizing change and resulted in frustra-
tion, anger and aggression. It is perhaps
the best historical and social explana-
tion for the recent phenomenon of Is-
lamic fundamentalist jehad in which
clerical, military and tribal leaders have
exploited the uneducated, poor masses.
In his laterbook, Beyond Belief, Naipaul
cogently and sequentially sums up the
autocracy in Khomeini's Iran in the
words of Mehrdad: “Why do you think
the religious people lay such stress on
rules? They are the rule-makers. If you
deny the rules, you deny the rule-maker.
If you put the rule-maker away, you
deny the leader (Khomeini in this case;
Bin Laden and mullahs in others). If you
oppose the leader you are against the
Holy Prophet. If you are against the
Holy Prophet, you are against the Holy
Book, and the Holy Book comes from
God. Somcone against God must be
killed. But who does the killing? Only
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the rule-maker. Not God.” The absolute
logic of harsh dictatorial killing.

Zarathushira’s teaching has, in con-
trast, taught Zoroastrians to cope with
change for a happier life of ushra ¢,
through the perfecting processes of
huveretat. And all this through the demo-
cratic Vohuman of individuals,

Unlike the strong recent Islamic fun-
damentalist discrimination against
women — witness the regressive, inhu-
man treatment of women by the Taliban
regime — Zarathushtra taught that all
people, men and women, are equal.
This equality goes with the underlying
pursuit of happiness, not the enforced
hair-shirt or brrkha, and with the appli-
cation of Vohuman, the higher mind. by
all, in all problems of existence. Not the
imposed views of uneducated and big-
oted clerics.

So Zoroastrianism is a conditioning

of open minds striving towards happi-
ness and perfection, by means of ratio-
nality, science, the pursuit of truth in a
changing world. In Ha 45.9 of the
Gathas, this pursuit is given practical
shape:
“through His Sovereign Authorily pros-
per our/peasantry, our workmen, and
our herds./And through the holy law of
truth, establish the/Rule of the Good
Mind (Vohuman) among the people.”

For “peasantry and workmen™ in our
time read all economic activities: for
“herds” read all natural resources and
technologies. Prosper with open, exam-
ining minds — no ‘fatwas’ of obsolete
clerics — and make the world a better
place. It is shocking to read of funda-
mentalist Muslim clerics in Uttar
Pradesh, India, preaching against polio
vaccinations for children on the falla-
cious misrepresentation that this was
the state’s dreaded sterilization policy,
thereby denying Muslim children free-
dom from this terrible disease. If obscu-

antism can give children a living hell,
killing fanaticism is only a small next
step.

Every religion has a fundamentalist
element. Even in the USA, elements of
the Bible belt have been known o be
violent, to burn clinics on the issue of
abortion. So far, Zoroastrians have been
spared physical violence by Zoroastri-
ans. But have our extreme elements
been free from violent thoughts and
expressions, from fanatic exclusivity in
the sphere of inter-faith marriages (the
term ‘mixed’ is unscientific in this age
of biological science and the genome);

in the abusive “bastardization™ of the
children of such marriages by contem-
porary karpans and kavis presuming to
exercise “the insolence of power;” by
rigid practices in the disposal of the dead
in changing or changed circumstances,
and not least, by discriminationin priestly
services of the navjote between rich and
poor inter-faith families? Are our lay
trustees free from that same “insolence
of power ™" in schemes for housing, health
and education?

By and large, the Zoroastrian com-
munity everywhere has been liberal, due
to liberal assimilation and education
policies in earlier modernizing genera-
tions since the reformists of the 19th
century. Hence we have known none of
Huntingdon's “clash of civilizations™
in our hearts, unlike other Asian com-
munities. But we need o be on our
guard, Those liberal ideals of Zara-
thushtra can always be in peril, inter-
nally and externally. In Zoroastrian be-
lief Ahriman has a long life, and always
needs to be contended with, within and
without. And if the achievement of
huveretat is an endless process, there is
no place for final fatwas, no matter from
what self-righteous source.

A management consullant, Aspi Moddie is a
former Indian Administrative Service officer
whao early in his career opled for the privale
sector. His voice was
evident at the Fourth
and Fifth World Zoro-
astrian Congresses.
His book, Zarthush-
tras “Frasho-Kereli™:
Renewal in Our Time
waspublishedin 1996
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HISTORY

Parsis at the post

Besides India, Iran, Pakistan and UK
have issued stamps with a Zoroastrian flavor

“Stamps, especially commemorative
issues, are like signposts, reflecting his-
torical landmarks in the progress of a
community or a country,” says char-
tered accountant Noshir M. Lam, for-
warding to Parsiana his collection of
stamps and first day covers which fea-
ture Zoroastrians or Zoroastrian institu-
tions and achievements. While the gov-
ernment of India has issued 21 such
stamps over the past 50 years, Iran,
Pakistan and Great Britain are the other
countries who have issued stamps with
a Zoroastrian flavor.

The imagery on the stamp, the tones
and techniques, the design and compo-
sition provide perspectives not just on
history, but geography, science, indus-
try and the lives of great men as well,
believes Lam. While the value of a
stamp undoubtedly goes up with its
antiquity, stamps which have a flaw or
mistake in printing also go up in value.
There may be mistakes in perforation,
he elucidates, or a head may be mistak-
enly printed in reverse. Such mistakes,
far from detracting from the stamp’s
vilue, make it a rarity and of interest to
the connoisseur!

Besides stamp collecting, which he
has made one of the passions of his
septuagenarian life, Lam has been a
regular contributor of articles to finan-
cial journals and is the author of two
books — Comprehensive Handbook for
NRIs, and Mauritins — International
Business and Tax Strategies which is
co-authored with Mayur Nayak and
Mitil Chokshi.

In 1971, on the 2,500th anniversary
of the charter of Cyrus the Great, the
Islamic Republic of Iran issued a stamp
in the denomination of 5 R (rials), fol-
lowed 19 years later with two stamps in
denominations of 100 R and 200 R on
the occasion of the Ferdowsi Interna-
tional Congress in 1990,

The Indian government 0o com-
memorated the 2,500th anniversary of
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Cyrus’ charter with a 20 paise (p) stamp
released on October 12, 1971, in black/
brown, with no watermark and 13 per-
forations along its edges. “MNot all stamps
have watermarks,” elaborates Lam,
though the watermark obviously makes
the stamp difficult to duplicate, just as
in currency notes.

Pakistan issued its first — and thus
far its only — stamp commemorating a
Zoroastrian on January 7, 1988 on the
birth centenary of Jamshed Nusser-
wanjee Mehta (1886-1986). In a three-
rupee denomination, the stamp features
Mehta's visage against a picture of the
Karachi Municipal Corporation of
which he was the president for 13 con-
seculive years.

As part of the British Millennium
series, a 19 pence stamp honoring
Freddie Mercury was released on June
1, 1999 in the UK 1o honor the lead
singer of the rock group “Queen™ who
was born in Zanzibar as Farok Bulsara
and whose boyhood was spent in
Bombay's Dadar Parsi Colony. The
Farok became Freddie during his school-
ing at St Peter's in Panchgani and he
later changed his sumame to one more
commensurate with rock culture, be-
coming virtually an icon to fans all over
the world. The Mercury stamp was is-
sued as part of a set of four.

The Indian stamps cover achievers/
achievements in businessfindustry (six),
philanthropy (two), politics/statecraft
(eight), science (three) and individual
contributors (two). With the Tatas even
today among the heavyweights of In-
dian industry, it is no surprise 1o note
that the Tata group's founder, Jamsetji
Tata, has featured twice (" 58 and '63), 1.
R. D. Tata, the father of civil aviation in
India, also twice ("82 and "94) and insti-
tutions which bear the Tata name — the
Tata Memorial Centre (TMC) and the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR) have one stamp each, i.e. a total
of six stamps incorporating the Tata

name. Commemorating 50 years of the
steel industry (1908-1958), the 15 naiye
paise (np) stamp honoring Jamsetji Tata
is in orange red with watermark, with
the special cancellation bearing the date
March 1, 1958. The first day cover shows
the interior of the steel mills with blast
furnaces. Jamsetji features againona 15
p stamp and though the occasion is not
mentioned, it carries the dates of his
lifespan (1839-1904), with the imagery
showing a line of electricity pylons and
molten iron, probably denoting the Tata
group's pioneering role in electricity
generation and industrial progress. The
special cancellation date on the first day
cover is January 7, 1965,

The philatelic beacon denoting In-
dian civil aviation's half century (1932-
82) came in the form of a Rs 325 p
stampshowingJ. R. D. Tata, all in while,
standing afore his red Puss Moth on a
pure white background, Released on
October 15, 1982, the first day cover
depicts the progression from propeller
to jet aviation with Air India’s distinc-
tive red and Indian Airlines’ orange
logos on the respective aircrafis. J. R. D.
Tata (1904-1993) featured again on a
iwo-rupee stamp released on November
29, 1994, the year afier his death, with
both stamp and first day cover carrying
symbols of progress and indusiry.

The two-rupee white/beige stamp of
the TMC released on February 28, 1991
depicts the hospital building, with the
first day cover portraying the evil ef-
fects of smoking and its concomitant —
cancer. The TIFR stamp has an inset
photo of India’s foremost nuclear sci-
entist, Dr Homi Bhabha, set against an
azure background of sea and sky and an
aerial view of TIFR’s beautiful com-
plex. Released on Februury 9, 1996 in a
two-rupee denomination, the date on
the stamp reads 1945-1995, while the
first day cover is illustrated with a
pelletron accelerator and a giant
metrewave radio telescope, a pointer to



Dream floors
Of em/{/nﬂinﬂ beaut

Bharat Floorings & Tiles offers an exclusive
and unique range of heritage and
designer floors for your home and office.

l Bharat tiles are synonymous with exclusive
] heritage and classic designs. These tiles are
handcrafted from original moulds, processes
and designs, and re-introduced in India
for owners of residences, bungalows,
farmhouses and elegant offices.

* e
Premium Mosaic Tiles
Bharat also offers a wide range of high-quality
mosaic tiles. From premium tiles with large Italian
tessellated chips in terrazzo designs to standard mosaic
tiles in white, grey or coloured background.

Also available are delicately engraved tiles and
borders, mini tiles, and tiles in hexagonal and octagonal
shapes in a rich range of colours.

Vibrant Colours

Choose your own combination from 28 exclusive
colours for an artistically-designed floor that is as
vibrant or muted as you want it to be... creating your
own dream floor of enduring beauty.

Bharat Fh:-&ring:i & Tiles (Mumbai) Pvt. Ltd.

32, Mumbai Samachar Marg, Next to Stock Exchange, Fort, Mumbai 400023 Tel: 2654837, 2654965
Fax: 2651751 E-mail: bharatfloors@vsnl.net Website: www.bharatfloorings.com




Bharat provides complete
flooring consultancy -
from supply of tiles to floor
installation, renovation
and restoration.

Skills and expertise

* Advice on selecting the right flooring and
wall cladding.

* Preparing samples and prototypes.

* Presenting proposals and quotes.

* Manufacturing, sourcing and supplying tiles,
marble, granite etc.

* Laying, fixing and polishing of all types of floors.

* Advice on floor maintenance.

* Consultancy and supervision services.

Materials and applications

* Installation of floors, counters, lobbies, lift facades,
stairs using marble and granite.

* Flooring and wall cladding work of fine quality
using mosaic and ceramic files.

* Flooring renovation and restoration,
including polishing.

* External applications including floors, pavements,
driveways, compounds and facades.

* Bathrooms, including tiles, plumbing and fixtures.
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Bharat Floorings shows you

HOW TO PROFIT FROM A CLEAN
WORK ENVIRONMENT.

A clean work environment offers visible and
tangible benefits essential to your organisation’s growth.
And, a cleaner, safer world for you and your staff.

One-Stop Floorcare From Bharat Floorings

As a Marketing Associate of Roots MultiClean Ltd, we offer
cost-effective, long-term cleaning solutions for organisations
like yours. Our products include a wide range of floor-cleaning
equipment: from mops to sweepers to scrubber-driers to
vacuum cleaners. Lightweight or heavy-duty ride-on models.
For indoor or outdoor applications. Along with supply of
spare parts, accessories, detergents and chemicals.

Floor-cleaning with adifference

Our range of floor-cleaning equipment include:

* EzeClean - a lightweight, manually-operated mop,
ideal for domestic and commercial applications.

* Flipper - a manually-operated, rotary-brush sweeper,
ideally suited for sweeping dry floors.

* Wizzard - a compact and convenient scrubber-drier
suitable for all types of floors.

* RE43 - a machine that wet-scrubs and dry-vacuums
the floor in a single operation.

These floor-cleaning equipment and their accessories
have been specially designed to suit Indian conditions.
And, supported by a strong service network.
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From left, Ist row: Cama, Jejeebhoy, Ardaseer Wadia; 2nd row: Jamsetji Tata
(first and second), D. N. Wadia; 3rd row: J. R. D. Tata (first and second),
Bhabha; 4th row: Naoraji (first and second). Godrej centenary; 5th row: Tata
Memorial Centre, A. D. Shroff (left in 2nd row), Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research: 6th row: Charter of Cyrus the Great; Freddie Mercury (first from
left), Panday School; 7th row: Jamshed Mehia
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India’s nuclear progress. Bhabha(1906-
1966) had earlier been featured in the
year of his death on a 15 p stamp,
showing Bhabha's pensive profile
against the backdrop of a nuclear reac-
tor, with the first day cover bearing a
Bombay GPO

(General Post Of-

With a Parsi father, the assassinated
Prime Minister of India Rajiv Gandhi
(1944-1991) feawred on a one-rupee
stamp titled “Rajiv Gandhi: A life for
India” released on August 29, 1991. His
brother Sanjay's first death anniversary
was marked by a
35 p stamp and

fice)dateof August g PNy e cover portraying
4, 1966. s s _,-:q;-.;'i‘x OE Sanjay (1946-
Just overa year TU sl 0f T | | st 1980) amidst the
after the first | '-'-:g'!i.;r."-'-’, . people of India,
Jamsetji  Tata B— gAY B e erooll released in
stamp, Indian Posts -l EES Bombay on June
and Telegraph hon-  smmess == oy 23, 1981.
ored India’s first Master ship-
knightand baronet, Rajiv (below) and Sanjay Gandhi builder Ardaseer
Sir  Jamsetjee Cursetjee Wadia

Jejeebhoy (1783-1859) on the occasion
of his death centenary in 1959. A pio-
neer of trade with China and philanthro-
pist par excellence, the Ashokan
watermarked, 15 np stamp features a
bust of the baronet, while the first day
cover incorporates drawings of his main
munificences — the Sir Jamseljee
Jejeebhoy Parsce Benevolent Institution,
the Poona Bund, Sir J. J. Hospital, the
Mahim Causeway and the Sir J. 1. School
of Art.

Two political stalwarts were the next
to be honored in 1962 and 1963 respec-
tively. Madam Bhikaiji Cama (1861-
1936), intrepid crusader for India’s free-
dom and unfurler of India’s first flag.
was remembered on her birth centenary
with a 15 np stamp and first day cover
issued, aptly enough, on Republic Day
(January 26) 1962. The Grand Old Man
of India, Dadabhai Naoroji (1825-1917),
was honored thrice — with a 15 np
stamp released on Septemberd, 1963;in
1985 on the occasion of the centenary of
the Indian National Congress (INC) with
asmall visage of Naoroji pictured along-
side other Congress stalwarts, in a block
of four one-rupee stamps in the orange,
white and green colors of the Indian
flag; and in 1993 in a six-rupee stamp
commemorating the centenary of his
election to the British House of Com-
mons.

India’s other Parsi political stalwart,
SirPherozeshah Mehta(1845-1915) was
enshrined on a one-rupee stamp and first
day cover showing Pherozeshah in Parsi
attire as late as 1996, on the occasion of
his 150th birth anniversary celebrations.
Earlier a small portrait of Pherozeshah
had featured alongside Naoroji and other
Congress leaders on the set of stamps on
the Congress centenary.
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(1808-1877) and his multi-masted,
sturdy sailing ships were portrayed on a
20 p stamp and first day cover, first
franked with the date May 27, 1969,

Besides the Tatas, the only business
group to have a philatelic testimonial to
achievement is the House of Godrej.
The three-rupee stamp without water-
mark issued on the Godrej centenary
and released on July 11, 1998 carries
two oval insets of founder Ardeshir and
consolidator Pirojsha Godrej set amidst
a background of Godrej factories and
products. The first day cover illustrates
the Godrej commitment to social causes
with a picture of the students of its
Udayachal School.

In the scientific field, geologist Dr
D. N. Wadia (1883-1969) is depicted
on a one rupee stamp, released on Octo-
ber 23, 1984 with the Himalayan Insti-
tute of Geology in the background.

Jal Cooper (1905-1972), popularly
perceived to be the father of Indian
philately with several books on the sub-
Ject, was featured on a 10-rupee stamp
issued on December 15, 1997. One of a
set of four released to mark 50 years of
Independence and the Post Office Theme
on the occasion of the World Philatelic
Exhibition — Indepex 1997, the stamp
depicts Cooper alongside a set of rare
“cancellations” used on postal mails in
the 19th century and onwards in the
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras post of-
fices and a cancellation used in 1871-72
in Aden cantonment which was, accord-
ing to the Indian Posts and Telegraphs
brochure, “annexed to British India in
1839.”

The mostrecent of the “Parsi™ stamps
is the one of eminent economist A, D.
Shroff in a three-rupee denomination,
issued as one of a set of four 1o mark

“India’s march towards progress and
development.” The first day cover bears
the stamping date of October 9, 1999,

Two Parsi schools, one madressa,
one association, one agiary and one
individual have been commemorated
with special covers and cancellations.
A special cover marking the centenary
(1891-1991) of the Byramjee Jeejee-
bhoy Parsee Charitable Institution and
Junior College prominently displays the
Institution crest and a small oval portrait
of the school's founder Byramjee
Jeejecbhoy, with youth activities all
around. The special cancellation of
March 16, 1992 incorporatesthe school’s
magnificent heritage building.

The Bai Ruttonbai F. D. Panday Girls’
High School also brought out a special
covertomark its centenary ( 1898-1998),
with portraits of the School’s founder,
Sir Dinshaw Manockjee Petit, first bar-
onet, his wife Lady Sakerbai and their
young daughter Bai Ruttonbai Framji
Panday in whose memory this school
for girls was founded. The special can-
cellation of September 11, 1998 incor-
porates the School erest.

The special cover of Dadar’s Athor-
nan Boarding Madressa in celebration
of its platinum jubilee depicts the
Madressa building, an afarganiu with
fireand two cow-headed, crossed maces
alongside, with the special cancellation
of December 22, 1995 incorporating
the afarganiu.

On the religious theme too, the plati-
num jubilee special cover of The
Bombay Parsee Association shows the
asho farohar, afarganiv, Khordeh Avesta
and Humata, Hukta, Huvareshta within
a circle with the date 1920. The special
cancellation of August 22, 1996 has the
asho farchar on it

The special cover of the 150th birth
anniversary celebrations of Sir Pheroze-
shah Mchta portrays in an oval frame a
resplendent Mehta with his trademark
pugree, and a small crest of the Univer-
sity of Bombay with which he was asso-
ciated for long years. The special can-
cellation of February 24, 1996 includes
a drawing of the University's Rajabai
Clack Tower.

The most recent of the special cov-
ers is the one marking the 150th anni-
versary of the Seth Nusserwanji Hirji
Karani Agiary (1847-1997) at Cusrow
Baug, which displays a drawing of the
Agiary, with the cancellation of Feb-
ruary 7, 1997 depicting an afarganiu
with flame.
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COMMENT

Of fire-temples and fire-vases

The old fire-temples of Iran and the new fire-temples of North and
South America are sources of peace and joy, says the author

India and Pakistan

In the early 1940s, while still a student
of the late Dastur (Dr) Maneckji N.
Dhalla, I was encouraged by my firsi
preceptor Dr Maneck Pithawalla, prin-
cipal of the B. V. 5. Parsi High School,
Karachi, o hold elementary
Avesta and Pahlavi classes for
Parsi friends of almost my own
age, on the School premises. One
of them was a martab, a fully
qualified priest. One day he sug-
gested that I accompany him to
the fire-temple. | said: “Bu |
can’tenter.” He said that most of
the Parsis thought me 1o be an
Irani (*bom™ Iranian Zoroastrian)
and that no one will stop me. |
said: Sl one thing stops me.”
“What?" “My conscience,” was
my reply. My conscience did not
permil me 1o 20 o a place where
the board read "For Parsis Only.”

Again m 1971, when [ at-
tended the World Zoroastrian
Congress in Bombay, I'was taken
by a dear friend of the family to
the Petit Fasli Atash Kadeh. |
stopped at the gate. | pointed to
the sign “For Parsis Only.” He
said that it meant for Zoroasiri-
ans. [ said, *Yes, but | would visit a fire-
temple only after the sign is removed o
welcome any sincere visitor.”

My wife Amy and I have visited
Delhi twice to meet our Parsi friends
and 1 o give a talk at the community
hall and have stayed at the Dharamshala,
and yet told the priests — first the late
Darius Bagli and then his son— before-
hand that we would not enter the fire-
temple. Both of them thanked us for our
restraint on an issue that was a source of
concern for some members of the com-
munity.

| have not and 1 shall never violate
the “law" governing the fire-temples in
India and Pakistan, but I am looking
forward to the day when they will be
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voluntarily open to all, the way we have
been having it in Iran for decades. The
voluntary open-door policy by the Ira-
nian Zarathushtis has made a difference.
Those who visit, including the orthodox
Muslims, see (or themselves that Zoro-

Zarathushirian Assembly fire altar

astrians are nol fire-worshipers but only
{ace the fire altar 1o pray to God alone.

In Pakistan, there was, however, one
small exception. 1 was invited by the late
Tehmina Bhandara, another dear friend
of the family, to visit and give a talk on
“Fire in Zoroastrianism™ at the new loca-
tion of the fire-temple in Lahore within
the mainchamber before the consecrated
fire was removed from the old building
and enthroned on its new sacred seal.
Amy and [ were well out of the temple
before the holy fire arrived. We have,
until 1982, attended informal religious
functions, gahambars, navjotes and wed-
dings in Karachi, Rawalpindi and Quetta

when invited to do so where lre-vases
glowed to enlighten.

I cherish the memory of visiting the
Parthian fire-temple at Taxila, north of
Islamabad in Pakistan and the two
Achemenian fire-plinths at some dis-
tance in the same area. Candles
and prayers to Ahura Mazdawere
my humble offerings. The
Parthian temple, now more than
2,000 years old, stands as & ma-
jestic monument among the
Achemenian, Parthian and Sas-
sanian ruins. It has become a
tourist attraction,

Iran

Amy, our children and [ returned
to Iran in 1956 and settled in
Tehran. We were welcomed by
the Zoroasirian community as
spon as we declared our posi-
tion. My talks, classes and ar-
ticles on the Good Religion at
the Tehran Zoroastrian Anjuman,
the Zoroastrian Women's Orga-
nization, the Zoroastrian Youth
Organization, Faravahr and the
Ancient Iran Cultural Society fol-
lowed suit, 1 have visited and
prayed atevery fire-lemple, Shah
Bahram [zad and dar-e mehrs in Tehran,
Yazd, Kerman, Isfahan and Shiraz. In
Yazd and again in Kerman, 1 was asked
by the priest-in-charge to join him in
praying at the fire-altarunder the gonbad/
gunbad, the sacred chamber. At the
wedding ceremony of two students of
my Garhaclasses, held withinthe Tehran
Dar-¢ Mehr, I represented the “father™
of the bridegroom.

We — my wife, our second daughter
and mysell — remember well our first
visit to the Yazd fire-temples and Pir
shrines, especially the old temple at
Zainabad with its three “sleeping™ fires
maintained in the sanctuary. The altar at
each shrine was lit by the caretaker
{atashband) for us to pray. On the occa-
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sion of the Pir-e Sabz festival, | sug-
gested to my students that they set up
loudspeakers at different levels of the
shrine, from the top of the mountain to
the ground level, so that the five Gah
prayers with translation may be heard
by the pilgrims and that regular congre-
gational prayers and talks be added 1o
the program, I saw the suggestion work-
ing well during my last two visits before
[ left Iran in 1981,

The ceremony | remember often is
the yasna (Parsi Gujarati, ijashni —
Zartoshti Persian, jashan) ceremony at
the Yazd Atash Behram in which the
two priests (joti, the leading priest was a
visiting Parsi ervad), Amy and [ were
the only persons who went through the
entire four-and-a-half-hour ceremony.
Others came respectfully, sat silently
and left quietly. And we partook the
haoma juice as a part of the ceremony.

While visiting ancient fire-temples
and shrines in Iran, including the
Achemenian, Pasargadae and Nagsh-e
Rostam fire-plinths, and the Sassanian
fire-temples, Azar Goshnasbin Azerbai-
jan and Azar Farnbagh in Nishapur in
Khorasan, [ had lit my candlesand prayed
at what had once been fire places.

And I cherish much my visit in 1960

to Kharg Island, now one of the largest
oil terminals in the world, to write a
script on its history for the Iranian Oil
Company. | was taken by an elite native,
whom I had told about my religion and
my field of studies, to the top of the hill
where a Sassanian Chahar-tagh fire-
temple surveyed the Persian Gulf waters
around. A candle and a prayer, and the

Those who visit,
including orthodox
Muslims, see that

Zoroastrians are not
fire-worshipers but
only face the fire altar
to pray to God alone

usual ensuing Ushta, radiant happiness,

To trn to fire-vase, I saw that the
youth at Faravahr in Tehran poured a
little methyl acetate in the vase and lit it
for inaugural prayers at functions held
in the yard oron acamping ground. That
gave me an idea. I took a fire-vase (afar-
ganiu) to a gas-stove repairer. | asked
him if he could fix a picnic gas-can in it

and see that it gave a natural flame. He
asked the purpose. I said: "' am a Zoro-
astrian and [ want it for functions out-
side the fire-temple.” He asked me to
return after two weeks. When 1 re-
turned, he had itready with golden flames
leaping more than two feet high. And he,
aretired oil engineer from Abadan, made
ita gift to the “religion of his ancestors.”
How could 1 thank him! That was the
beginning of gas-lit fire-vases and fire-
altars.

It may be recalled that we had gas-
fed fire-temples since the Parthian and
Sassanian days. Archeology has shown
that the temples were located in oil-rich
regions from Khuzistanin the southwest
to the former Soviet Azerbaijan west of
the Caspian Sea in the northwest, We
had what is now known as Masjid-e
Soleiman north of Abadan, an old gas
fire-temple; Azar Goshnasb, now called
Takht-¢ Soleiman, one of the three chief
fire-lemples where Sassanian emperors
were crowned, in Iranian Azerbaijan;
and the Baku fire-temple, restored by
the Azerbaijani government as a lourisl
attraction. Masjid-e Soleiman and Baku
are 600 miles apart. Recent archeologi-
cal works in Takht-e Soleiman have
discovered pieces of the original baked
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clay pipeline (yes, pipeline) that con-
veyed the gas from its natural fountain
1o the temple altar. One of the ways for
Iranians to save their old monuments
from destruction at the hands of Arabsin
the early Islamic period was to ascribe
such places to pre-Islamic Jewish proph-
ets, particularly King Solomon (Persian
Soleiman). It has worked well and we
owe many relics to their cleverness.

In Iran, the navjotes were performed
before the child reached his/er 10th
anniversary. Many Iranians in Yazd and
Kerman villages could not afford to
have it done, mainly because of eco-
nomical problems. A few of my students
(one betrothed and nearing her mar-
riage) wanted to have their initiation
done. I succeeded in convincing the late
chief mobeds Rostam Shahzadi, Arde-
shir Azargoshasb and Firuz Azargoshasb
that the given age in the Avesta and
Pahlaviis 15 years and above, and never
under 10. They permitted it, and my
students and 1 arranged several such
ceremonies in which the late Mobed
Rashid Shahmardan, famous for his ini-
tiations of more than 200 Iranians into
the Good Religion, including me, took a
leading part to initiate from four to nine
candidates on each ceremonial occasion

held at the Tehran Zoroastrian Anjuman
Hall, Zoroastrian Women's Organiza-
tion hall and Kashk-e Varjavand, the
large park donated by the late Dr Farei-
dun Varjavand for youth camps and
large gatherings in Tehran. I too offici-
ated in the case of a few, especially of a
hearing impaired young girl of Kerman,
who could read and write but was re-
fused by the mobeds there because of
her speech disability, and at that time
had come to participate in the youth
camp and to be initiated by me.

This encouraged ZICA (The Zoroas-
trian International Cultural Association),
established and run by Parsi residents of
Tehran, to offer to bear the expenses for
the Iranian youth who could not afford
to have their navjotes done. l undertook
to arrange it. The initiation of the first
group of 33 boys and girls, all teenagers,
was performed by nine Iranian and Parsi
mobeds in Yazd. The procession of ini-
tiates was led in the Rostam Guiv Hall
by the head officiating Parsi mobed who
carried the spectacular gas-lit vase. Af-
ter my speech on the significance of the
initiation, | came down the platform to
witness the ceremony from the opposite
side. The ceremony was inits last stages
when [ overheard an old lady tell her

friend: “Do you notice that the fire-vase
is burning for over an hour now without
being fed? A miracle!” I hastened to the
platform to give the concluding words
and to explain that the fire was lit by gas
and was no “miracle.” The second group
of 33 boys and girls had their ZICA
navjotes in Kerman and the third group
in Zahedan with the same vase lighting
the ceremony. The move introduced the
Zroup navjoles, now so common in Iran
and North America, held under the aus-
pices of the Kankash-e Mobedan (Coun-
cil of Priests), and of course, the Zara-
thushirian Assembly.

North and South Americas

With me attached to the newly founded
California Zoroastrian Center as
teacher/scholar/office manager, Amy
and I settled in Orange County, Cali-
fornia in 1982. The Center’s head-
quarters alrcady had an electric lamp
lighting its prayer room all day and
night and a fire-vase lit on the occa-
sion of religious festivals. Simple for
many and revolting for a few, Soon
the Center was able to purchase a
piece of land and an architect genius,
an Iranian Zartoshti began work on
the Rustam Guiv Dar-e Mehr. I rec-
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ommended a gas-lit altar that would
overlook the main hall yet the Dar-¢
Mehr proper would have its own en-
trance with a washbasin and caps and
scarves for the faithful. It was ap-
proved. The large fire-vase was do-
nated by Ervad Jehangir Turel of the
Shahenshahi Atash Behram in Surat,
India. The inseription on it mentions
that it had been donated by two
Kapadia brothers Temulji and Edulji
to the fire-temple in the year 1257
Yazdegardi, 114 years ago. It was
transported to Los Angeles by a
founder trustee of the Center.

The new Dar-¢ Mehr, an imposing
building. was inaugurated with a jashan
held by ateam of 11 mobeds, cight Parsi
and three Iranian priesis on (3 Farvardin
3724 Zanoshti Religious Era,) March
23, 1986. With flames rising high, the
fire-vase was majestic and revered not
only by more than 600 participants in
the main hall but seen by the people on
the opposite street for quarter of amile.
Every religious function at the Dar-¢
Mehr begins with the officiating mohed
standing behind the altar facing the main
hall and praying aloud. It is the most
radiant smokeless vase | have seen and
a frequent point for the visiting faithful,

Iranis and Parsis, to come and pay their
respect. Sandalwood agarbatties (incense
sticks), lit by praying personfs, spread
the ftagrance.

A year passed by and I was told that
Ervad Turel had come and would hike 10
see the Dar-e-Mehr. 1 welcomed him and
his company, showed him around the
entrance of tall Persepolis columns, the
main hall overlooked by the sacred cham-
ber where the fire-vase stands across o
clear wall of glass, the dining hall, the
kitchen and theclassrooms. Then we went
out in the yard and entered the Dar-e-
Mehr proper. We performed padyab-
kushti — ablution and re-girdling of the
kushti. [ raised the fames to the highest
We faced the altar. He chanted the Arash
Nivavesh loud and sweel. It was awe
inspiring. He felt pleased to see the fire-
vase in ils new reverential place. 1 sull
cherish the occasion.

Al its present headguarters in Ana-
heim, California, the Zarathushtrian
Assembly has. in the main hall, its altar
made on the Achemenian model with
three tall mirrors behind, Itis gas fed. It
is pleasing to see the flames refected as
if the altar has four fires.

The altar lights and enlightens many
a solemn occasion — gahambars,
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navjoles, marriages, memorials, congre-
gations and individual meditations. And
a few weeks ago, [ it the fire-altar at the
Assembly for two visitors — a Christian
priest and his friend from Portland who
had come 1o have a friendly discussion
on “Zoroastrianism and its influence on
Christianity.” [ felt very happy at the
open discussions and the respect shown
to our altar.

The Assembly has fire-vases that
light and enlighten people in Europe
and South America. The fire-vases in
Anaheim and Brazilian and Venezu-
elan branches use readymade firewood
for open-air functions. I remember
and cherish the flaming fire-vases that
brightened the faces of the initiates
for navjote as well as the attendants in
Ciudad de Ojeda, Venezuela and Goib-
nia, Brazil. Venezuelan Zarathush-
trians have acquired a large picce of
land to build the first fire-temple in
their country and the Brazilian Zara-
thushtrians have made for themselves
the fire-altar in the new building they
have leased in the heart of Goibnia
city. They are also looking for a piece
of land to have their temple.

During our next visit to Brazil in
September/October 2002, fire-vases

will Iare forth in many more cities.
Another delegation is scheduled to
leave on a European tour where fire-
vases will be lit. The Assembly is
blazing the way for the universal doc-
trine of Zarathushtra Spitama in ev-
ery part of the glowing globe.

At our humble home, we have a
small vase we light with wood, plain
and sandalwood. And, learning from
the late mobed Jimmy Makujina of
San Jose, whose loss is still very fresh,
we have a night-lamp lit day and night
to remind us of fire, the divine light,
heat and energy that lightens and en-
lightens our mind,

A founder director of the Zarathushirian
Assembly and a founder trustee of the
Cyrus Society, Dr Ali
Jafarey's fields of spe-
cialization include indo-
Iranian history, geog-
raphy, cullure, religion,
linguistics and litera-
ture. Authorof 16 books
in Persian and English
on the Zarathushtrian religion and lranian
cullure, Jafarey has taught at various uni-
versities and instilutions in Iran and
Pakistan.

BHARUCHA STONE
AND SAND WORKS

PRIVATE LIMITED

India’s first commercial sand making plant
set up in Pune using complete Swedish technology imported
from Svedala, Sweden for a world class product.

Manufactured out of black basalt rock,
this sand caters to all the needs of the
construction industry in the Pune region

Registered office

“Kutika” 31/1, Pune-Sholapur Highway, Pune 411013
Tel no: 91-9520-6870030, 6870494 Fax no: 91-9520-6870094
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BUSINESS

Spurs to success

From racehorse breeding to vaccines and engineering, the
Poonawalla brothers are in the country’s top league

They are known to be frontrunners in
their field — in the stud Farm, at the
racecourse, in the making of vaccines
and the manufacture of mechanical seals.
Their thoroughbreds ride the wind 1o
win prestigious races all over Indiu, their
champions have streaked past
the winning post in Hongkong
and Malaysia. Their annually
sponsored race — The Poona-
walla Breeders® Mulii-Million,
now in its [3th year — is an
elegant “see-and-be-seen™
event, attracting not just the die-
hard racegoer but families look-
ing for fun, fashion and fortune
as well!

But behind the glamor, the
Namboyance, the hats and ci-
gars of Dr Cyrus Poonawalla
and the winning smile of brother
Zavaray as they lead in their winners lie
shrewd business brains and long vears
of hard work. Their Serum [nstitute of
India Limited (SIIL) has cantered past
many 1 competitor 1 become, accord-
ing to their factfile, the largest exporter
of vaccines and immuno-biologicals in
India. With a wumover of Rs 403 crores
for the year ended March 2002, SIHL s
export turnover stood at a substantial Rs
276 crores! “The Serum Institute is very
much my baby,” states Cyrus, the chair-
man of the Poonawalla Group, adding
that the foundation stone of the Institute
was laid the day after his wedding in
June 1966 and their company was the
firstinthe entire developing world 1o get
recognition as early as 1993 from WHO
{World Health Organisation) forthe DTP
{diphtheria — tetanus — pertussis) and
MMR (measles — mumps — rubella)
group of vaccines. “Today, one out of
every two children in the world 1s
innoculated by vaccines of the Serum
Institute.” he notes, with products ex-
ported to 137 countries (as on January 1,
2002) across South America, Africa,
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Asia, the Pacific islands and some parts
of Europe as well!

Announcing the launch of their
GeneVac-B, their Hepatitis-B vaccine,
in July 2002, Cyrus termed it “the mos
affordable Hepatitis-B vaceine in India,

Seli Poomawalla f:‘f;:f:”.‘_jf}.rmrdq‘r' af
the Farm

with a production of 100 million (pedi-
atric) doses annually, GeneVac-B is
manufactured using the latest German
recombinant technology, with a supe-
rior yeast vector — a genetically engi-
neered process which requires sophisti-
cated and advanced infrastructure —
and is made at the Serum Institule’s state
of the art new laboratories at theirsprawl-
ing Hadapsar complex in Poona,

With over 2,000 employees in the
Poonawalla Group, of which Zavaray is
the president, the companies have surged
ahead at the dawn of the new millen-
nivm to reach a wrnover of more than
six billion rupees, according to their
brochure. Their 1SO-9001 centilied en-
gineering companies — Eagle Poona-
walla Industry Limited (EPIL), Inter-
valve (India) Limited and El-o-matic
{India) Private Limited — are market
leaders in the manulacture of mechani-
cal seals, industrial valves and pneu-
matic actuators, exporting them to dif-

ferem countries as well,

“My career has been basically con-
centrated on two activities which ran
parallel — my quest for being number
ane in horse breeding and control of
racing administration in India, and on
the other side my professional
career in the development of
immuno-biologicalsin the Serum
Institute. In both spheres, by the
grace of God and without setting
it a5 a goal, we have come into
number one position,.” elucidates
Cyrus whose PhD thesis from
Poona University in 1985 was on
“Improved technology in the
manufacture of specific anlitox-
ins (anti snake venom serum) and
its socioeconomic impact on so-
ciety.” In the early years when
the breeding indusiry was nol
blossoming, it was his wile Villoo who
insisted that he persevere with the de-
velopment of the Stud Farm as well,
adds Cyrus.

“Because of its high profile nature |
am obviously better known in the the
horse breeding and racing field,” con-
tinues the experienced administrator who
has won several awards including the
Leading Breeders Award. Cyrus hasbeen
chairman of the Royal Wesiern India
Turf Club as well as chairman of the
apex body, Turf Authorities of India, as
also chairman of the Stud Book Author-
ity of India. He has represented India on
several international racing conferences
as the permanent representative to the
governing council of the Asian Racing
Federation. His lavish lifestyle encom-
passes beautiful bungalows and classy
cars. “In my vounger days [ loved sports
cars — Jaguars, Maserattis, etc. | had
even built a car in my college days and
kept it in driving condition,” he smiles,
sitting relaxed in his expansive office
dominated by a huge chandelier and
glittering trophies. soothing greenery
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outside his window, From sports cars 1o
vintage cars, the Poonawallas® present
stable of cars include custom-buill
stretched limousines!

With Cyrus grooming his son Adarto
take over the reins at the Serum [nstitute
(*not now, but gradually, when he's
ready,” notes the Tather), Adar told
Parsiana that he's “very happy 1o be
back in India.” In his early 20s, Adar did
part of his schooling abroad. and re-
cently completed his Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration from King's Col-
lege in London, as well as biotechnol-
ogy courses in the UK. His
immediate focus, he declares,
is “to take on Indian markets
— to increase the disiribution
of present and future products
in this country.” Adar aims 1o
do his PhD “probably in im-
munology and immunological
responses,”

Devoting his energies
mainly to the breeding and
rearing of racehorses, Zavaray
declares: “The Swd Farm is
my life,” as wedrive past neat,
white-fenced peaceful pad-
docks at the Theur breeding
division, about 10 kilometers
from their main complex at
Hadapsar. *Yes, we keep our
horses out in the open all year
round,” he says smilingly, in
response to Parsiana’s expres-
sion of surprise at the tho-
roughbred’s ability to with-
stand Poona's searing summer
sun! “We believe in making
them tough and wiry right from
the beginning, thus betier able
to withstand the rigors of the
race.”

At his command, the
grooms lead outontothe green
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{Aleneside)
Zavaray and
Cyrus: (below)
e owners Purviz
{second from
left) and Rusy
{second fromt
right) Shraff
with Astonish
in Honghkong:
| (bottom)
Villoo (left)
aned Cyrus
with Desert
Warrior

outside the Equine Viewing Gallery two

of their champions and successful sires
— Exhilaration, named horse of the year
'88-'89, whose glistening coat and ma-
jestic mien even atage 16 proclaims his
pedigree, and Astonish whose surprise
debut win at the Sha Tin racecourse in
Hongkong under the ownership of
Hongkong residents Rusy and Purviz
ShrofT astonished that city’s puniers.
“The horse has bitten me twice and
stood on me, but | can forgive him after
today!” Hongkong trainer Lawne
Fownes was quoted in The Sunday Sran-

dard, Hongkong of January 9, 1994,
With many a win in [ndia before he was
exported to Hongkong as the Nirst com-
mereinl Indian-bred export, the bay colt
was required to reside for six months in
the USA before being permitted enlry
into Hongkong (as per their sirimgent
quarantine rules), by which time he had
turned six and had passed his prime!
“That was my proudest moment,” says
Zavaray, adding: “When Astonish was
taking a lap of honor before leaving for
the USin April "93, wecould see hall the
crowd giving an ovation and the other
hall cracking jokes (as to an Indian
horse's ability to win on foreign turf) —
varas véchva nikalvoch (this man will
make a fool of himself!).” When Aston-
ish returned after his victory in the Red
Room Handicap, which is a class one
race, “the entire crowd gave us a stand-
ing ovation,"”

Their four farm estates at Hadapsar
and Theurencompass computerized state
of the art horse walkers and training
tracks developed by their research and
development (R and D) wing. The auto-
mated feed mill produces various com-
binations of freshly prepared feed, with
the result that their strong and well-
nutrited equines have gal-
loped ahead to win over 240
classic races on different
racecourses, including five
consecutive Indian Derbies.

Their website,
www.poonawalla
group.com shows the
Poonawalla Stud Farms
placed at the top of the table
in the ranking of stud farms
in India for the period No-
vember 1, 2000-October 31,
2001, according to the for-
mulaadopted by the Turf Au-
thorities of India for graded
and other races, but the Usha
Stud of Delhi pips them to
the post in the points total of
graded races. On stakes
earned, the Poonawallas
emerge clear winners with
118 wins from 206 starters
— the highest total number
of victories for any stud farm
inIndia! Asof April 15,2002,
131 of their “equine million-
aires” (colts and fillies) have
won stakes of more than one
million rupees each! “1 be-
lieve the filly is faster,” ob-
serves Cyrus,
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{From feft) top row: Group chairman
Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, presidemt
Zavaray Poonawalla; second row:
plasmapheresis machine, Serum
Institure’'s laboratory; third row:
Bending vessel of vaccines. quality
control and instrumentation {abora-
tory, El-o-matic's products; fourth
row; bellows seal, butterfly valve,
varieties of seals
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Looking beyond the shores of the
subcontinent, the Poonawallas have ex-
ported horses to Singapore, Malaysia,
Mauritius, Sri Lanka, Hongkong and
USA. Among their successes abroad
have been Adler, the Dr Vijay Mallya-
owned, Rashid Byramji-trained thor-
oughbred, the first 1o win in the USA,
Placerville who won at Royal Ascot,
Diffident at Abu Dhabi and Smart
Chieftan who set the track afire on many
anoccasion o become the highest stakes
earner in India with a phenomenal Rs
16.8 million before he g
Wis cxp:}rlud Lo
Singapore viathe USA!
“We could have been
international much ear-
lier, but because of the
restrictions on foreign
exchange (prior to the
economic liberalization
of India) horses of only
acertain grade couldbe =~ -
brought in. But even

worth. Careful selection

of pedigree, heavy infusion of funds,
technology and thought, tremendous
dedication and hard work of our willing

Lare Dr Jal Mehia:
these have shown their  Saising internationally

staff have all contributed to the success
of the Swud Farms,” says Zavaray.

The reputation of the Indian horse in
the early "90s (in the international mar-
ket) was a big zero, he adds. In "95, it
was acknowledged that the Indian horse
could be fleet of foot, in December 2001
their Saddle Up was invited by the Emir-
ates World Cup Championships Orga-
nization 1o run in Hongkong, Zavaray
explains the progression. But behind the
fame and fortune have been “tremen-
dous traumas — the colds and the colic,
accidental collisions
and injuries, the deaths
of foals or their dams.
The "50s and "60s were
very difficult — it's
surprising [ haven'thad
a nervous breakdown
or developed ulcers!™

Zavaray commends
his wife Behroze (they
celebrated their 33rd
anniversary this year)
for being “wonderful,
supportive of me at all
times,” whose efficient hospitality man-
agement has impressed many a foreign
investorand visitorto the farms. Of their

three children, the eldest Yohan's ener-
gies are focussed mainly on the engi-
neering companies. Afier his schooling
at Poona’s Bishop's School and MCom
from Wadia College, Yohandid his MBA
in "97 from the American College in
London. With the engineering compa-
nies Jocated also in the Hadapsar com-
plex, Nagship company EPIL has plants
in Poona and Vapi and branch offices all
over India. from Guwahati in the north
to Cochin in the south. Enjoying a 50
percent share of the mechanical seals
marketin India, EPIL was established in
1975, “Prior to our tie-up with Eagle
Industry Company of Japan we were
restricted to India. We now have offices
in the Middle East and South East Asia
and are looking at Europe and USA as
well, as territories for export have been
allowed,” asserts Yohan. EPIL s R and
D facility is the only one in the country
recognized by the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology of the Govern-
ment of India as an R and D unit for
mechanical seals, according to their bro-
chure.

Intervalve (India) set up in 1987
manufactures a wide range of valves
based on designs from Intervalve, Hol-

In Service of the Suffering

@ Mazda Medical Electronics (st 1972)
Burjis N. Khursedji & Co

104, Amit Industrial Estate, 61, Dr S. S. Rao Road

Parel, Mumbai 400012

Tel: +91-(0)22-4135468 Fax: +91-(0)22-4130148

E-mail: mazdabnk@vsnl.net
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land. With a major market share in In-
dia, the company also exports its prod-
ucts to South East Asia, the Middle East,
UK. Europe, etc, state company SOurces.
El-o-matic {India) established in "89isa
prime supplier of pneumatic actuators
for automatic valve control in collabo-
ration with El-o-matic International of
Holland, not only to the domestic mar-
ket but to its parent company and to El-
o-matic USA. "Customer satisfaction is
our priority,” declares Yohan, as inte-
rior designer wife Michelle (née
Vazifdar), who lived in London before
their marriage, nods heragreement. “We
aim to slowly hand over the engineering
group to Yohan,” declares Cyrus.
Yohan's 26-year-old sister Simone’s
head and heart is with the Stud Farm.
With a 45-acre annexe 1o the main stud,
Simone manages the Youngstock Divi-
sion and has her own stafl. With a strong
emotional attachment to horses, Simone
watches with tender care the newborn
foal struggling for survival after the death
of its mother on the morning of the
Parsiana visit. “These long-limbed ani-
mals often have difficulties in foaling,”
she explains. In the pipeline is the set-
ting up of a modern surgery at a substan-

tial cost which should be ready within
two yeirs, states Zavaray, “The success
of the farm is very much Dad’s doing.
He's never satisfied, he sets high goals,”
says Simone. After her schooling at 5t
Mary's in Poona and BCom from Ness
Wadia College, Simonedid adiplomain
Horse Business Management in Geelong
in Australia. She also did the “hands-on
and study” Irish Mational Stud Course
where the student staff tend the horses.
Simone worked for a while for yearling
sales in a Kentucky stud farm in the
USA,

Simone's twin Delna is into fashion
designing. having studied the subject in
London, and is now with noted designer
Manish Malhotra in Bombay. “Delna
loves horses. In fact | think she loves
them more thanall of us,” asserts Simone.

“1 tell my children, you must do at
least one hour of social work a day.”
observes Zavaray who has won the Rajiv
Gandhi Excellence Award and Vijaya
Shree Award for his achievements in
equine breeding, as well as socioeco-
nomic activities like promotion of edu-
cation and family planning among stud
farm workers and surrounding villag-
ers. When the Poonawallas offered to

widen and upgrade the old Sholapur
Road up to Poona Municipal Corpora-
tion limits, which has been named after
their father Soli, little did they anticipate
the spanners that officialdom often puts
into the implementation of any good
cause! It took six years of "tearing and
pulling out our hair™ to get the work
done, notes Zavaray, The Gool Poona-
walla Park in the Salisbury Park precinct
of Poona has also been built by the
brothers for the public in memory of
their mother Gool.

The Poonawallas trace the beginnings
of their ancestral business to the firm of
Adurjee and Brothers set up in 1896, It
was father Soli, dealing in real estate and
furniture, who set up the Swud Farm in
1945/46, because of his “complete love
for horses,” at a time bloodstock breed-
ing was in its infancy in India, narrates
Cyrus. Tracing the family tree, Cyrus
explains that ancestor Dhunjisha Ankle-
saria was acivil contractor, “aright hand
man of the British government who
gifted him what is known as Poona’s
East Street, He developed and built over
100 properties and became commonly
known as *Poonawalla seth.”™

Cyrus terms the late Dr Jal Mehta

With Compliments From
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(see“Savior for the scourge,” In Memo-
riam, Parsiana, April 2002) as a great
contributor to the development of the
Serum Institute. “Jal was a totally self-
less and dedicated social worker who
toiled relentlessly, more towards the lat-
ter years when he was able to assist me
tremendously in getting the WHO ac-
creditation which led substantially to
the Institute's turnover.” Mehia's com-
petent handling of scientific and techni-
cal matters atinternational level enabled
him (Cyrus) to devote time to the breed-
ing and racing aspect as well, he ac-
knowledges.

With Satish Mundra, Manohar Borkar
and Subash Kapre being other major
contributors, Cyrus recalls the “lucky
day" he visited the Haffkine Institute in
Bombay many years ago and met “one
more selfless person in the form of Pesi
K. Sholapurwala, who joined Serum In-
stitute as development advisor in 1970,
consolidating the marketing set-up.
*When he joined me, he had vowed to
retire at 65. But his never ending quest
for new products even at the age of 80
plus and his total dedication to S1IL’s
growth has self-motivated him to con-
tinue, and we are very happy Lo encour-

age him to do so till such time as he
desires to stop,” smiles Cyrus.

“Our products are on par with any
international supplier,” states Dr 8. §.
Jadhav, executive director in charge of
Quality Assurance (QA) who has been
with the Institute for 23 vears. The Se-
rum Institute of India Research Founda-
lion, set up in 1977, is officially recog-
nized by the Indian Council of Medical
Research and the department of science
and technology of the Government of
India. All research is conducted in ac-
cordance with international GCP (Good
Clinical Practice), states their brochure.
Showing Parsiana around the new Hepa-
titis-B and other facilities donning pro-
tective robes, caps and shoe covers which
are then discarded, Dr Rustom Mody,
director of the Research Foundation,
points out the distinetly separate sec-
tions, the special airlocks and negative
(air) pressure work areas, (e.g. while
working on the rabies vaccine) the bold
Bio Hazard labelstodenote places where
entry is strictly prohibited. Dr Pralhad
Patki, deputy director (medical) esti-
mates there to be around 40 million
carriers of the Hepatitis-B virusin India.

As the largest supplier of vaccines
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for the Government of India’s EPI (Ex-
panded Programme of Immunization),
FDA (Food and Drug Administration)
inspectors regularly visit their produc-
tion facilities, WHO inspectors check as
perinternational benchmarks. Maintain-
ing the price line is of prime importance,
says Jadhav, stating that their “low pro-
file” company which started exporting
the measles vaccing at one dollar, 10
cents in "94, today sells it at one dollar,
six cenls, with no price increase even
after eight years. The usual batch size
for DTP vaccines, notes their brochure,
is a massive two million to four million
doses — a real challenge for QA! Using
Iyophilisation (complex process of
freeze-drying) to increase shelf life and
stability, DrRajeev Dhere, director, vac-
cine production. points out that SIIL
produces 400 million doses of the
measles vaccine and 120 million doses
of rubella vaccine annually, and the vac-
cines undergo over 30 tests before they
can be released!

SIIL" s product portfolio includes anti
snake venom sera for Indian, Asian and
Central African varieties of poisonous
snakes, anti cancer and infertility drugs.
R and D efforts are focussed owards
development of more combination vac-

cines which necessilate just one prick of
the.needle instead of several (“mothers
would appreciate that,” notes Cyrus),
exploring of alternative routes like nasal
inhalation, a rabies vaccine on human
diploid cell and maybe even a vaceine
against AIDS, which is, Cyrus stresses,
still far away in time.

Never one to flinch from airing his
views forthrightly, Cyrus believes Parsis
of today “lack drive,” and Zavaray con-
curs. Terming himself a “fair and gener-
ous employer who enjoys the respect of
his staff”” Cyrus laments India’s missed
opportunities for progress. “With the
present government [ can’t see quick
progress, [ can't see any accountability.
But at least the politicians are willing to
meet you. It is the bureaucrats, with their
delayed, high-handed and negative deci-
sions,” who are sometimes problematic.

Though “very proud to be a Parsi,”
Cyrus observes “very few Parsi families
have grown because they have lost their
business acumen and zest o work.”
Though conversion does not find favor,
and “1 don’t want to encourage inter-
marriage,” he is not opposed, he says, 1o
boys marrying out but “am dead against
girls marrying out, because 1 believe
Parsi men make excellent husbands!™ IT

children of mixed marriages are not
taken into the community, it will die out,
he foresees.

Lambasting the akabars of the com-
munity for “lacking the guts 1o take the
right decision,” Cyrus views the present
disappearance of vultures over Indian
skies as an act of God, thus forcing us 10
look for alternatives.” Fully respecting
the religious sentiments of priests and
the veneration of fire, Cyrus does nol
advocate cremation as a solution. “But |
do not see any objection to burial which
is the obvious choice. | can’tsce why the
arthodox part of the community is not
going the burial way, especially when
there is evidence that Cyrus the Great
was buried. When we were burying in
the past, there is no logic now,” he
opines.

With the Poonawalla brothers” sig-
nature style firmly etched over the ac-
tivities of the Group, Cyrus and Zavaray
assert: “As we look back over the past 50
vears, we feel a sense of pride and
achievement.” With the hands of the
second generation also firmly on the
reins, the Group looks to stay the course
over the next 50 years as well, continu-
ing the name that has become synony-
mous with success,
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COMMENT

The open-minded
Anjuman

The liberal atmosphere in Delhi encourages
out-married Zoroastrians to retain their ties
with community institutions

Ava Khullar

1 arrived in Delhi in early July of 1965
for a job interview with a social science
research organization called the Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies
(CSDS). As destiny took over, I went
oul that very day with friends to see a
Hindi movie, in one of the very old
theaters of Old Delhi, and met my hus-
band-to-be, Gopal. Six feet, four inches,
and towering over us all, he stood out
with his friendly demeanor and gallant
ways in the midst of our Parsi group.

[ moved in with my dear friends
Hilla and Parvez Banker, now both
sadly no more in our midst, inside the
army residential complex in the Red
Fort, until the sudden war with Pakistan
in 1965 that sent Parvez (Major Banker
then) 1o the front. Gopal became our
friend and guardian, looking after us
and Hilla and Parvez's two kids, Dinyar
and Nazneen. We went through the air-
raid drills inside the Fort and had a few
anxious days taking Gen Ayub Khan's
boast of *taking tea inside the Red Fort’
quite seriously. When the family had to
move to smaller non-family accommo-
dation, | experienced living in Ms
Mody's guest house, amidst other Parsi
residents in the heart of Connaught
Place, until Gopal and | got married in
October 1967 and moved to our home
in Defence Colony.

I found my relationship with Gopal
no hindrance. He was friendly with
many Parsis and in fact was a regular in
the billiard-playing group at the Mengusi
Dharamshala club. Ervad Darius Bagli,
the panthaky at Delhi’s Kaikhushru
Fallonji Katrak Dar-¢-Meher, often jok-
ingly said, “Laan tooné sudreh-kusti
pehrav (come, I'll make you wear the
sudreh-kusti).” Gopal recalls an amus-
ing incident when a new chasniwala,
who was used to seeing him at the club,
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assumed he was a member and came
running to him to confirm if two broth-
ers, both rather dark in complexion,
were Parsis and should be allowed to
enter the agiary!

The Delhi Parsi Anjuman (DPA)
scene was active during those years of
the late 1960s. The Social Centre, as
well as the Amateur Society, had their
dinners, picnics, summer mango out-
ings to India Gate on late evenings,
tournaments, sports, Christmas parties
and drama (both Gujarati nataks, enthu-
siastically directed by Bagli, and En-
glish plays) and the annual Amateur
Society's fete in winter, which was our
effort tocollect funds for the year-round
activitics and have a fun time. [ was an
active participant in these events.

It was around this time that the early
settlement of Parsis in Kashmere Gate
started to slowly change as families
resettled in south Delhi and other parts
of the spreading metropolis. A spurt in
the arrival of families from Calcutta, in
the wake of the Naxalite menace in
West Bengal, created a growing cluster
in south Delhi (Greater Kailash, De-
fence Colony, etc) creating close com-
munity interaction in this area. The *70s
and "8(s saw a lot of interaction amongsl
the community members as a whole.

The 1978 North Zone meeting of the
Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anju-
mans of India hosted by the DPA was a
watershed in the growing awareness of
the Delhi Parsis regarding the socioeco-
nomic and demographic trends among
the larger community in India. At this
meeting it was decided to carry out a
“Socioeconomic and Demographic Sur-
vey of the Parsis of Delhi,” and CSDS
agreed to undertake it. I was in charge
of the survey and along with the team of
researchers, we decided to make this a

comprehensive 100 percent survey of
all households. However, while we had
the list of families who were members
of the DPA, we had this nagging feeling
that there were many more that had not
joined the Anjuman and we were deter-
mined to ferret them out. Through let-
ters in the major English dailies and by
word of mouth we came to know of an
additional one-third number of families
in Delhi. But what was most revealing
was that these were mixed-marriage
households. Coming as they did from
the more orthodox areas of Bombay,
Gujarat, etc where they faced ostra-
cism, they had shied away from con-
tacting the Anjuman in Delhi, fearing a
similar response. The research findings
also showed that a larger percentage of
Parsi women, with higher education
and occupational profiles, were mar-
ricd out and their non-Zoroastrian
spouses also came from the upper so-
cioeconomic strata of their communi-
ties. In other words, this was a fairly
high profile group.

Shiavax Nargolwala (ICS), the DPA
president for many years, was a man
with a broad vision and moderate views.
He immediately realized that the DPA
was losing a crucial segment of the
community whose alienation bode il
for the health of the community. He
proposed to the board of trustees that
the DPA rules be amended to accom-
modate these Parsis and their families
as members, with the proviso that the
non-Zoroastrian members would enjoy
only the social privileges and not any
religious rights, or the right to be elected
trusiees of the DPA. This created a
healthy environment and happily ex-
panded the Delhi Zoroastrian frater-
nity. The Parsi spouses and their chil-
dren, after their navjote was performed,
could avail of the facilities of the Dar-
e-Meher and aramgah, while their non-
Zoroastrian spouses were welcome 1o
all social gatherings and activities.
Delhi’s response to the changing limes
was in line with the more progressive
Zoroastrian communities in North
America and other western countries.

The other result emanating from the
project findings was a growing concern
about the community’s survival stakes.
The project showed conclusively, as
other similar studies had shown, that we
were a fast aging society, with the 60-
plus age group far exceeding the norm
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required for a healthy growing popula-
tion, and the 0-5 years age group much
below the required norm. There was
also a growing concern that religious
education of the young was sadly ne-
glected and unless remedial measures
were taken, their ties with the commu-
nity would get weaker and weaker. The
young mothers of the 4-14 years age
group worked oul a teaching program
of religious education with the guid-
ance of elders like Piloo Jungalwalla
and Dr Sabar Havevala and the Young
Farohars was born some years later.
The classes served the dual purpose not
only of religious instruction, but cre-
ated friendships and camaraderie within
this young group. Keeping in mind that
friendships made at this age are a life-
time bonding, this was a fruitful bonus
to ensure that when these children grew
up they would have a circle of friends
from within the community.

Margolwala as president had, in his
methodical and efficient way, put the
Anjuman house in good order. His sud-
den passing away in a car accident, a
few months before the golden jubilee
celebrations of the Anjuman in 1986
when the priests’ quarters were 1o be
inaugurated, was a sad blow 1o his
family and the Delhi Anjuman,

The Delhi Parsis did however find,
as on previous occasions, the right per-
son for the right job. Lt Gen Adi Sethna
was unanimously elected as the
new president, and the same
moderate, liberal leadership is
taking the community forward.

This open, democratic and
liberal manner of functioning
of the DPA suited my particular
temperament and situation per-
fectly. Coming from a liberal
athornan background, 1 had al-
ways been closely associated
with the community and its ac-
tivities from my early years in
MNagpur. The Nagpur Parsis, a
majority of whom came to the
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Alongside: A jashan
celebrating the 40
anniversary aof the
Kaikhushru Pallonji
Karrak Dar-e-Meher
{belfow)

city because of Jamsetji
Tata’s firstindustrial ven-
ure, the cotton textile
Empress Mills, was a
close knit group. My ma-
. ternal grandfather, Ervad
I*tlut_u.c Kanga was the first head priest
of the Nagpur agiary. Realizing the de-
clining role of the priesthood and the
latty’s indifference to their role and
position, he consciously did not allow
his three sons to become navar martabs.
However, regular daily prayers, visits
to the agiary which was nearby, and
observance of all the religious festivals
was a firm part of our upbringing. |
realized later how insular our lifestyle
had been at that time, when on looking
back I could not recall a single instance
when [ visited or was invited to a non-
Parsi home, until my last years in col-
lege. | also understood that this was not
a deliberate, conscious isolation but a
natural consequence of a happy and
fulfilling community life which pre-
cluded any need or desire to go beyond
it. Since I went to The J. N. Tata Parsi
Girls School, most of the friendships
formed were also amongst Parsis. [ did
have a few good non-Parsi friends, with
whom 1 have still kept close ties, but
that was a small fraction of my circle,
My marriage outside the community
did not lead to any tension or break with
the Parsis of Delhi. In retrospect [ real-
ize how fortunate 1 was that my life
continued in the same even tenor afier
| chose a pariner outside my commu-
nity. Perhaps it would have been differ-
ent if this had occurred in another city.
Since the 1970s this trend of mixed

marriages has accelerated considerably
and its widespread prevalence has led
the larger community to accept this
phenomenon philosophically.

There are, however, certain pockets
where unpragmatic orthodoxy still op-
poses this trend as un-Zoroastrian and
therefore unacceptable. There is a sig-
nificant dimension to this phenomenon
that the orthodox need o understand.
Dwring the course of our Delhi project,
I came to know and interview almost all
of the Parsi men and women married
outside the community. What was re-
vealed again and again was that in none
of these cases had the choice of a mar-
riage partner outside the community
been an act of revolt against, or rejec-
tion of, the Zoreastrian faith or the
community, but was a consequence of
the particular situation in which those
Parsis found themselves at a stage in
their lives when they were ready for
marriage. While they would have liked
and found it easier to seitle with a Parsi
spouse — after all in day-lo-day living
a person from a similar background is
more likely to be a compatible partner
— they either did not find a suitable
Parsi, or, working with non-Parsi col-
leagues, they got attracted to one of
them and got married. Since the small,
minuscule Parsi community has always
had a strong hold on its members, the
Parsis marrying out held on 1o their
Zoroastrian faith and the values incul-
cated through this faith.

The vocal orthodox lobby does not
appreciate this, and rather than work
oul some sensible measures to curtail
this trend, or accept the inevitability of
it, they just end up opposing it. This is
proving detrimental for our small group
that cannot afford (o lose even a single
member. A good percentage of Parsis
married outside the community are more
conscious of their roots, and see their
earlier lifestyle and value system which
they had otherwise taken for
granted with greater appre-
ciation. In other words, they
tend to become more con-
cerned and better Parsi Zo-
roastrians.

This was especially 50 in
my case, as my association
with my non-Parsi in-laws’
family made me see my com-
munity as an interested ob-
server from the outside. |
could see in a clearer per-
spective the magnificent
heritage we Parsis were privy
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to as well as the declining trends in
socioeconomic, demographic areas. |
observed also a growing psychological,
attitudinal and identity crisis type situ-
ation overtaking the community. This
led to my involvement and participa-
tion in research studies concerning the
Parsi settlements in several towns and
cities in India, since the 1978 swudy of
Delhi. This interest still continues.
However, responsibilities in bringing
up my daughter, Sonali, led me 1o resign
from my job at the research center in
198 1. The need to keep myself fruitfully
accupied continued to urge me to take up
some venture which [ could combine
with my role as housewife and mother. 1
took 1o creating embroidery designs for
clothes. [ started in a small way, design-
ing for family and friends. My interest in
the rich heritage of creative designs com-
ing from different parts of India led me o
weave logether these different strains 1o
create my own designs. What started as a
hobby venture became a business, albeit
a small one. | had never ever considered
getting involved in anything remotely
connected with business but now found
this a natural extension of my creative
work and under the name “Sonava”™ |
started marketing my clothes through

periodic exhibitions in my hometown,
MNagpur, and in Delhi. The close historic
links between the Parsis and the Chinese
design tradition as illustrated in the pro-
fusely embellished garas, jhablas and
borders which most Parsi families still
treasure as heirlooms now directed me
into another avenue in creative design-
ing, and I started adapting these Chinese
designs into my clothes.

Alongside thisbusiness involvement,
my association with the activities of the
DPA has continued. In the last decade
there is a conscious effort by the DPA to
open up the small, progressive Parsi
communily and project itself through
festivals and presentations to enlight-
ened members of sister communities.
There is now far more awareness about
the Parsis, their faith, their special con-
cerns and their achievements among
non-Parsis in the capital.

As | go over the three decades of my
stay in Delhi. | believe we as a commu-
nity have grown and matured, and while
we are second to none in keeping the
community spirit alive and cherishing
our religious values, we are moving out
of the insular shell and making our
presence felt ina meaningful way among
the wider cosmopolitan population in

Delhi.

The spirit, in which the Parsis of
Delhi have worked harmoniously, is a
telling compliment to the level of our
moderate and progressive leadership. If
on occasions there have been some mis-
understandings or discord among mem-
bers as there are bound to be, they have
always been toned down and under-
played, helping thus towards compro-
mise and peace, rather than acrimony
and groupism. Living under such a dis-
pensation is therefore comfortable and
enjoyable.

Edited and reprinted with permission from
Dipanjali, December 2001.

A trustee of the Delhi Parsi Anjuman, Ava

. Khullar is a social scien-
tist, who was for 17 years
associated with the Cen-
tre for the Study of Devel-
oping Societies (CSDS).
a research organization
in Delhi. Since 1978 she
has been studying the demographic trends in
the community and he problems facing the
Zorgastrain population. Recently she has
started an embroidery busingess in the name
of Sonava,
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A ROYAL VISIT
comtinued from page 48

show it and manfully wore the cap,
returning it to Mistry only on exiting the
premises. Sophie followed suit, using
her own scarf.

After the prayer recital the couple
were ushered to the stage, where they sat
flanked by community bigwigs listen-
ing first to former president Shahrokh
Shahrokh's welcome in Farsi and then
to Mistry's recital of community and
British interactions beginning with
Rustom Maneck Sett obtaining the trade
concession from Moghul Emperor
Aurangzeb on behalf of the East India
Company. Mistry's phraseology as much
as the content of his speech had roused
the Earl and Countess’ attention:

“The British gave India what is popu-
larly called the three *C's — the civil
service, the civil and criminal justice
systemand above all the game of cricket,
The Zoroastrian contribution 1o the In-
dian Civil Service as well as to cricket
has been a tall one. Not so long ago, of
the 11 members of the Indian crickel
team, four used to be Zoroastrian, in-
¢luding the captain. Howeverithas been
tallest in the field of civil and criminal
law and it is in this context that it is very
fortuitous that we have in our midst
today, India’s long serving attorney gen-
eral, our Zoroastrian brother Soli
Sorabjee.

*The British also brought 1o their
colonies the
virtues of sell
help and of pri
vale enterprise
Zoroastrians
were the first
communily Lo
as 1l were “lake
the ball and
run’ in the field
of business and
industry. Jam-
setji Tata, aZo-
roastrian from Nav-
sari, pioneered mod
ern industrial India.
Another Zoroastrian
industrial house was
that of the Wadias ol
Surat, They were

Abaove: Hinnells
with the Countess
Below: Countess
with S. Mistry
greeting children
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master shipbuilders. It s a little known
fact that the oldest warship still afloat in
the British Navy is HMS Trincomalee,
built by the Wadias in India. We are
delighted today 1o be joined by Nadir
Godrej, grandson of Pirojsha Godrej,
one of three great Zoroastrian industri-
alists of modern India.

*The Zoroastrian contribution to pub-
lic life in Britain has been greatest in the
field of politics. In 1892 one of the
founders of this association, Dr Dadabha
Naoroji became the first person of Asian
descent 1o be elected to the House of
Commons. He was quickly followed by
Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggree in 1895
who won the seat of Bethnall Green and
Bow for the Conservatives — the last
time the Tories won this seat! Bhow-
naggree was followed in 1922 by the
remarkable Comrade Sak — Shapuriji
Saklatvala who gained the distinction of
firstly being the first colored MP from
the Labour party, secondly of splitting
his local Labour party and getting ex-
pelled for being too left wing (a consid-
erable achievement in that day and age)
and thenin 1926 becoming the only man
in history to be elected to the House of
Commons as a Commumist!™

Mistry recounted how three of the
four Engineer brothers who enrolled in
the Air Force won the Distinguished
Flying Cross in World War II, how
Dastur (Dr) Sohrabji Kutar, high priest
of the community in Europe, had seen
service with Field
Marshal Bernard
Montgomery in
MNorth Africa and
that icon of British
showmanship, the
late Freddie Mer-
cury, had been a
Zoroastrian. He re-
terred 1o the afore-
mentioned discreet
suggestion from
the Palace that en-
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Voluneeer mobeds of ZTFE led by
Rustom Bhedwar (second from right)
chaming the benedictions

abled Dadabhai Naoroji, secking the
amelioration of Iranian Zoroastrians, to
gain an audience with Shah Naseruddin
Qajar.

Thisis the London community s third
official home in London. Earlier ad-
dresses had been in Olympia and West
Hampstead which continues in use until
the Harrow center in suitably refur-
bished. On the anvil is the project Lo
create aconsecrated atash dadgah on the
adjacent plot of land.

A message from philanthropist

Mehraban Zar-
toshiy, whose lar-
gesse had enabled
the ZTFE to ac-
quire the Harrow
property, as read
by Mistry, noted,
“Zoroastrians all
over the world are
indebted to the
British monarchy
which has always
promoted the vir-
wes of religious
tolerance and understanding. My grand-
parents always recalled their debt of
gratitude to Her Majesty Queen Victoria,
Empress of India. It was during her
reign that Manekji Limji Hataria was
able 1o travel in Iran under Crown pro-
tection and work for the betterment of
the dire living conditions of Zoroastri-
ans in Iran. The British monarchy spear-
headed the supreme will of the British
people and those of the Commonwealth
to preserve freedom and liberty through
two World Wars. Today, we rejoice at
the goldenjubilee of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth Il and send her and the royal
family our felicitations and best wishes.

“My family and | are especially hon-

ored that the special service ol thanks-
giving is being held in the Zartoshty
Brothers Hall...”

The oldest Zoroastrian community
outside of Iran and India also sent its
greetings. The message from the 180-
year-old Incorporated Trustees of the
Zoroastrian Charity Funds of Hongkong,
Cantonand Macau conveyed best wishes
on the occasion and added, “Indeed
Hongkong, as an ex-colony, has also
had 2 period of unparalleled prosperity
and peace over 50 glorious years of Her
Majesty's reign, which we are very
grateful for.”

In the course of the ZTFE s 141-year
history, as documented in its archives,
the community has asserted its alle-
giance to the British Crown on various
occasions, Copies of scrolls presented
1o Queen Victoria, King George V and
King George VI are now joined by the
scroll addressed 1o Queen Elizabeth 11
rend by ZTFE trustee Noshir Avari:
“On this oceasion celebrating the golden
jubilee of your reign, we, the Zoroas-
trian communily of the United King-
dom pay our most sincere and humble
tributes with gratitude and respect for
Your Majesty’s huge contribution to-
wards the just rule of our country, the
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Mayoress with children

United Kingdom of Great Britain. We
praise Your Majesty’s sense of duty and
care to the nation as our monarch, du-
ties which Your Majesty has discharged
50 admirably during your reign over the
last 50 years.

“As head of (the) Commonwealth,
Your Majesty has been a unifying force
for the people of differing cultures, soci-
ety and religions worldwide. Today, the
Zoroastrians of the United Kingdom and
indeed all Zoroastrians throughout the

world rejoice inhav-
ing in our midst the
presence of His
Royal Highness
Prince Edward, the
Earl of Wessex and
his wife Sophie, the
Countess of Wes-
gex, 1n the celebra-
tion of the golden
jubilee of Your
Majesty sreign, We
are indeed honored
in His Royal High-
ness Prince Edward
accepling loconvey
the warm and re-
spectful tributes of our community (o
Your Majesty.

“We join in prayers to the Creator
Ahura Mazda to grant Your Majesty and
all members of the royal family good
health, long life and happiness, always.”
The scroll tied with a gold ribbon, was
then presenied by Avari to Edward.

The royal couple were obviously re-
galed by Nadir Godrej's recitation of his
versified version of Zoroastrian theol-
ogy and history. Godrej's tact and hu-
mor were particularly appropriate to the
Anglo-Indian experience (see “The Zo-

roastrigns,” page 151).

Othertributes followed: Alarge glass
etching of Zarathushtra, commssioned
by ZTFE in Bombay, was presented to
the Prince. The Young Zoroastrians (Y'Z)
wing of the ZTFE had a traditional red
garo, presented by YZ chair Farmeen
Sorab, and members Zubin Writer and
Rohinton Munshi, to an obviously
pleased Countess. On behalf of the Ira-
nian Zoroastrians of the UK Simin
Shahrokh, Khosraviani and Falahari
laiched a gold fravashi bracelet on her
wrist. Art historian Pheroza Godrej pre-
sented acopy of her book A Zoreastrian
Tapestry to the Earl with a few choice
words of greeting and a special mention
of Prof Mary Boyce's help through the
ning years it took to put the volume
together. Burjor Avari, president of the
Zoroastrians of the North West pre-
sented the lady with a glass memento.
Packets of mawa ni machhi were pre-
sented o Edward and Sophie by local
philanthropist Khorshed Sodhi and
former president of the Federation of
Zoroastrian Associations of North Ame-
rica Framroze Patel, respectively.

Mistry requested the Countess to
present packets of the mawa ni macchi
to Karan Billimoria, chairman of Cobra

ST
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Beer, Crabiree, Bayne and ZTFE's
longstanding Inter Faith representative
Jehangir Sarosh.

Afier the floral presentations to all
the dignitaries on the dais, Misiry, 10
everyone's surprise (and the secret joy
of the Prince who said he thought he
would be able 1o get away without hav-
ing to speak) declared this part of the
function over! Within a split second
however he had realized his “faux pas”
and smilingly apologized.

Promising to “pass on your good
wishes and greetings to Her Majesty™
Edward hinted at more royal visitsin the
future because “You say it took 140
years (for us) to get here to acknowl-
edge the fantastic contribution (your
community) has made to the nation as a
whole.”

Moting “our pleasure to join you,”
Edward emphasized, “We are celebrat-
ing not only the Queen’s 50 years (of
rule) but we are celebrating 50 years of
this nation’s vibrant life.”

The speeches were followed by a
documentary recounting achievements
of Zoroastrians in Britain put together
by Mistry and ZTFE joint honorary
secretary Malcolm Deboo and a brief
recount of how the Alexandra Cinema

premises were o be refurbished in tune
with the Zoroastrian vision without com-
promising their heritage status, The for-
mal part of the event ended to the strains
of Chhatyé hamé Zarathosti (followed
by Mercury's Fwani to break free) asthe
royal couple wended its way to the exit,
meeting and greeting several more com-
munity members en route. At the door
the Prince returned his topi 1o Mistry
with a quiet word of thanks.

The winsome couple's graceful ac-
ceptance and easy response to individual
greetings made the day for the assembled
community who had come from distant
parts of this extensive metropolis.
Though the Mayor of Harrow Brig John
Smedley and the Mayoress, and the
deputy Lord Lt of Harrow Cmdre An-
thony Barrett were a part of the royal
entourage, there were no security offic-
ers or aides-de-camp crowding the ap-
proach to the Prince.

The 90-minute visit had unfolded
with clockwork precision. The mor-
ning's two comperes — joint secre-
taries of the ZTFE Deboo and Pau-
rushasp Jila — had performed with
aplomb. Jitter bugs of the rehearsal
night had been transmuted into an
archival entry.

With Best Wishes From

Mr Rusy M. Shroft, msE.

Mrs Purviz R. Shroft

and
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

The Zoroastrians

Nadir Godre|

About four thousand years ago,
Civilization's early dawn,
Saw nomads always on the go
Use their strength, their sheer brawn
To plunder, pillage and destroy.
The settlers then could not enjoy
The well-earned fruits of all their
labors,
They lived in dread of raiding
neighbors.
Bul one man pondered on this hate.
“Why is there evil in this world?
Could God have possibly unfurled
This ugly thing?" It was his fate
To state a doctrine then quite new.
The universe was shaped by two

Opposing spirits struggling on.

And one of them created good,

A single God, quite early on,

Ahura Mazda, proudly stood.

But evil wasn't his creation

For that would be an aberration.

So Angra Mainyu or Ahriman

Was the chosen name for the one

Responsible for evil's role.

The role of man was to bravely fight

For good and always spread the light.

Defeating evil was the goal.

Good thoughts, good words, good
deeds, the way

His followers could always stay

Engaged in this important battle.
This was the teaching of Zoroaster.
And [ think it is no idle prattle,

To state that he was quite the master.
Religions then placated gods.

The people tried to fight the odds
By sacrificing what was dear

To any force inspiring fear.

But now we see a newer height,

We should ensure that good prevails
And ultimately evil fails.

We are important in this fight.

And ethics is religion’s pillar.

Mot that all else is just a filler,

For rituals have a role to play.

Above all else they help to guide,
They help to show the righteous way
They remind us that we’re on the side
Of forces fighting for what’s right.
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And on this day we'll see the sight
Of priests in prayer offering thanks.
The power of prayer surely ranks
Extremely high. It's not the meaning,
However great, alone, that can't,
Explain the power of a chant.

In fact I think that [ am leaning

To the view that just the sound

Can influence all things around,

Zoroastrianism next hit a peak
When Cyrus built a vast empire.
The emperors had a tolerant streak
The Jews maintain that the entire
Temple of Jerusalem

Was reconstructed just for them.
And they acknowledge gratefully
Their freedom from captivity.
Perhaps at this stage it would be wise
To talk about the exchange

Of ideas over a wide range —

The devil, hell and paradise
Around this time spread to the West
As many scholars can attest.

For a thousand years off and on

Zoroastrians were at the helm.

Three continents they ruled upon,

It was a civilizing realm.

Then from Arabia came the hordes.

And Persia fell beneath their swords.

King Yazdegird was cruelly killed.

The true believers were instilled

With dread and yet they kept the
flame.

But when they could take it no more

They just set sail for another shore.

And I don’t think that we could
blame

The Indian prince who saw them land

For taking a suspicious stand.

His land was full, he had no need
For people from a distant land.
Refusal wasn’t in his creed
And so he thought they'd understand
If he could cleverly convey
There was no way that they could
stay.
A pitcher full of milk was sent.
The Persian priest read the intent.
But he could not accept a no.
He slipped a lump of sugar in

And sent it back. And what a win!
The community began to grow.

But like the lump it stayed quite small.
In sweetness though, we have it all.

In Gujarat they settled down.
For their honesty they were known
When the British came they went
Lo lown.
They really came into their own,
They moved with ease from East to
West
As go-betweens they were the best.
They built the ships, they went o sea,
Excelled in trade and charity.
Nowroji Seth came to these shores
To plead his case and protest
His wrongful treatment and arrest,
And luckily he won his cause.
Returning home he could declare
The British had been very fair.

Receiving twenty thousand pounds,
Which then was an enormous sum,
Was certainly sufficient grounds.
Others then began to come.

I can’t tell tales about them all.
And so I'll have to make a call.

I'll talk of Mr Naoroji

Who was a Liberal MP.

For forty years he served you well,
Your longest serving president.

He had the courage to dissent

And in his book he chose to tell
The British to just walk the talk
There was no cause for them to balk

In giving India democracy.
“UnBritish rule” he then decried
And thanks to him today we're free.
But in deference to the British side

I do declare they did some good.

For English is now understood.

And even on a sticky wicket

Indians learned to play good cricket.
And why not also praise their trains?
Although we struggled to be free,
From them we learnt democracy
And the means to break our chains.
They also brought hygiene and health
And of course the Commonwealth.

Back to MPs, for I digress,

Sir Bhownaggree KCIE

For ZTFE did no less.

About a quarter century

He presided after Naoroji.

He was no Liberal MP

The Conservatives it was that sent



The local foundry
exporting cylinder
liners world wide

This MP on to Parliament. And her glorious jubilee.
One more Zoroastrian was MP In times to come she will be seen
Labour and the Commies As one who brought prosperity.
sent And though she 1sn°t here
today
We should be able 1o convey
Your faithful pledge of

Comrade Sak 1o
Parliamenl.
No! He didn’t head

ZTFE. loyalty
Al that tme you could To the nation and its Royalty.
find We bow to the Countess and

the Earl
We hold them both very dear
And thank them both for being here.

Parsi heroes of every kind.

ZTFE in various forms

Has lived for 140 years. I am quite dazed and in a whirl.
But all the same against all norms | pray my audience wasn't bored.
I will not bore you o tears My poem’s done, peace is restored.
With every little change of name.
Few in numbers but rich in lfame Theology and history in verse was recited by
Your illustrious members from the Madir Godrej, managing director of Godrej
past Soaps, 1o the appreciative Earl and Countess
Have made quite sure your fame of Wessex on June 26,
will last. 2002 at the thanksgiving
And Britain has been nobly served jashanby the Zoroastrian
By this group from distant shores Trust Funds of Europe
Who bravely fought in all her wars, (ZTFE) to celebrate the
And your success is well deserved. golden jubilee of the reign
And Brtain, [ am sure will see of Queen Elizabeth II.
Much more of this loyalty. The author has a pen-
chant for rhyme and has published a book of
And that brings me to the Queen poems.

With best wishes
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HISTORY

The Eden they made Aden

Parsi enterprise helped turned the
Arabian port city into a thriving commercial center

It was in January 1838 that two intrepid
Parsis, following the tradition of the
community, set forth with Capt Haines
on his mission to capture Aden and to set
British imperial power in the strategic
Red Sea and Persian Gulf region, com-
pleting control of
the Indian Ocean
peripheries. Here
again Parsis were
amongst the first
to venture into
new lands near
and far, as they
had done earlier,

Merwaniji

Sohrabji Khareghat had joined ILun-.:.

as acommissariat clerk and Nusserwanji
Mancherji as kopar. They were the pio-
neers of a community which quickly
established itself as a very active and
important group in the social and eco-
nomic life of Aden. As a community of
not more than 300 atthe heightof Aden’s
prosperity, it established a very distinet
identity of its own whichstood oul promi-
nently in the development of Aden,
Aden lies on the southemn fringe of
Yemen. Its strategic geographical posi-
tion made it a very important port in the
region. With two harbors, the outer and
inner, of which the latter was well pro-
tected from storms and
gave a calm shelter to
ships, itserved asarest-
ing place for ships com-
ing from the Red Sea,
going towards the Gulf
of Aden and then into
the Indian Ocean. Ships
trading between Egypl,
North East Africa and

Above: Seth Cawasji
Dinshaw dar-e-meher
Right: Cawasfi
Dinshaw and Broth-

ers’ pet lion with staff -

of the firm
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the Arabian coast into the Indian Ocean
also found it a very convenient stopping
point. The British, after becoming mas-
ters of western India, were ¢ager 10
control the route from Arabia, Persia,
Egypt and East Africa to the western
coast of India
and further to
the East, which
meant control
of the Indian
Ocean. Aden
was a pivotal
spot in this
scheme  of
things.

‘r'clm,n dl!!d ."\.L!LH had been through
many conguests and had come under the
rule of many empires circa 30 BC, when
they were part of the Roman empire.
When the Sasanians of Iran defeated
Rome, this region came under their rule.
The Sasanians then got control of the
seas and started extensive trade in the
Red Sea and Indian Ocean region mak-
ing Aden an important port. The Iranian
rule here extended up 1o 631 AC, i.e. 1ill
the advent of Mohammed, when Islam
started its domination and ulumately
took over Iran. The Moslems seem to
have treated the Iranians less harshly

than their other conguests due 1o an

important historical reason. One of
Prophet Mohammed's confidantes was
Salman-e-Farsi, alias Dastur Dinyar, to
whom a charter of religious recognition
and freedom called the "Ahd-namel was
granted. The ‘Ahd-nameh guaranteed
this to him and his descendents and to all
Zoroastrians for posterity. A second
‘Ahd-nameh was granted reinforcing
this. In view of these guarantees, it is
difficult to believe that Dastur Dinyar
converied to Islam, as some have
claimed.

Afterthis, Yemencameinto the hands
of various Arab chieftains and constant
internecine fights occurred. With the
advent of the Europeans in the Indian
Ocean, the Porwuguese, Dutch and En-
glish, Aden became an important halt
for theirships. The Europeans were gen-
erally suspect and treated very harshly
by the Arabs. None of them could gain
an entry to do steady trade in the region.
The British however kept up their at-
tempts to gain influence, and freedom to
trade in Aden and near about towns, but
could not succeed till they had enough
clout after winning western India in the
early 1830s.

Preparations forcapturing Aden were
setafootin 1829 when the British parlia-
m...uq decided to make Adcn a ‘coaling

: station.” Belween lhcn
and 1838 the British
made various sorties into
the region, but were un-
successful, till in 1838,
the Bombay government
sent Haines in a battle-
ship with enough men
and guns 1o attack the
port of Aden. Haines
opened fire from the ship
and got its surrender. He
was followed by Major
Billy who landed in Aden
with a brigade of Indian
and English troops and
captured the city. The
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British lost 15 men, and the Arabs 150.
Thus, by 1839, the British got Full con-
trol of Aden and the sultan was made a
tributary by a treaty of subsidiary alli-
ance in the same style as those imposed
on the Indian princes. A British resident
was installed as a chief administrator
and to overlook the sultan’s activitics.
The sultan was given a pension by the
British.

Peace descended on Aden for some
time and an influx of traders, business-
men and government officials began to
enter Aden. As noted, the Parsis were
amongst the first to do s0. In the next
few years a number of Parsi entrepre-
neurs came over o take advantage of
the opportunities opening out in Aden
under the British.

Parsis prosper

The main goods traded in Aden were
coal, leather, coffee, grains, dates, feath-
ers, perfumes, ivory, metals, gum and
pearls. Aden itself produced only pum-
ice stones, saltand feathers. From neigh-
boring countries Aden imported jowar,
corn, sissam wood, dyes and many other
articles. There was no farming possible
in or around Aden. A great deal of food
was therefore imported from India such
as grains, rice, pulses, as well as to-
bacco, cloth and jewellery. The exports
to India consisted mostly of coffee and
gum. The majority in Aden, Arabs and
Somalis, worked as laborers, The most
important occupation was that of load-
ing coal onto the ships as Aden was the
chief port in the Red Searegion for coal
storage. Parsis were foremost amongst
those supplying coal to Aden. The local
people were also engaged in working in
salt pans, spinning and weaving, extrac-
tion of oil, dyeing cloth and fishing. The
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Jews were particularly engaged in li-
{'[uﬂr p[“l;ll..lt.‘liul'l.

The Europeans after 1838 had set up
printing presses, binding works, and
manufactured soda and ice. They also
established photographic studios and
installed machinery 1o desalinize salt
(sea) water. After 1860, when Aden
was made a free port, the Greeks im-
ported tobacco and manufactured ciga-
rettes with cheap local labor.

Coffee was an important import for
transhipment. The best came from Sanaa
in Arabia and was called *"Mocha' cof-
fee. Another brand came from Harare
and was called *Buraki’ coffee. Some
coffee was also grown in the hilly areas
of Yemen. This variety was very popu-
lar with the Europeans. Atone time, the
docks of Aden were known for ship-
building, particularly *Baglas.” The ma-
jor occupation in Aden
was therefore that of
collection of goods and
their rranshipment to all
parts of the world.

By 1856 there were
about 61 Parsis in the
town and by the end of
the century there were
325 Parsis among a
population of 39,986
which at the beginning
of British rule had been
reckoned at 6,000. The peaceful and
organized lifestyle of the colony after
the British takeover enabled the Parsis
to become one of the principal partici-
pants of the economic and social life of
Aden and make their presence felt.

They entered many fields of occupa-
tion, both skilled and professional, into
trade and business, and were employed
by the government and private business

Alongside from
Srom far fefi:
Cerwersji anel
Jerbai Dinshaw;
Sir Hormasii aned
Muaneckai with
chifdren Ala,
Framroz, Din-
shaw and Nusser-
wan, Below:
Meherwan Baug
bueifr in 1842

as clerks, accoun-
tants, supervisors,
ele. A considerable
numberopened big
shops selling Euro-
pean goods. Amongst the skilled were
carpenters and Kopars,

The first Parsi trader tocome to Aden
was Sohrabji Cawasji Kharas, He had
made a firm contract with Pestonji
Hormasji Cama of Bombay to open a
shop and a hotel for Europeans. Later he
was joined by Khareghat and they started
the first Parsi business house in Aden,
the Merwanji Sohrabji Company. They
were followed by Mancherji Edulji
Sopariwala who came 1o Aden as the
regiment agent and founded his own
company. Dinshaw Hormasji Darji
{ Adenwalla) joined the firm as the man-
ager in 1843, His son Cawasji followed
in 1845. He also worked with Messrs
Sopariwala and various other traders,
learnt the elements of business and
started his own firm in 1855, Another
son, Dorabji Dinshaw Adenwalla, came

as head clerk of the P&O Company in
1854 and then joined his brother
Cawasji's firm. In 1876, Cawasji, who
by now had become a leading business-
man of Aden, was appointed as their
consul by Spain and Portugal, receiving
a seven-gun salute! This was a rare po-
sition offered to an Indian at that time,
and that oo in a foreign country. It
speaks volumes for the caliber and sta-
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tus of Cawasiji. In 1892, in recognition
of his services the King of Portugal
invested him with the order of *Com-
mander of the Royal Military Order of
our Lady of Conception.” Next to start ;1
trading company together with
Mancherji Kamod was Nusserwanji
Bhaya.

The fifth company to be established
by Parsis was that of Edulji Manekji
Colabewala wha started Mancherji
Edulji Manekji and Sons Company.
under the name of his son Mancherji
Edulji in 1850, Apart from being sup-
pliers for the British regiments, the finm

undertook to install tanks and condens-

ers W remove salt from the sea water
and make it potable. Every day, about
4,000 gallons of sweet water was thus
made available to the wwn. They also
produced one ton of ice every day. By
the end of the century, there were nearly
10 big Parsi business houses in Aden of
which the Adenwallas were the mos
prominent and influential. These com-
panies traded with Africa, Egypt, Eu-
rope and the Arab countries. The major
business was transhipment of goods
which came to Aden from Africa and
India to Europe, and European goods to
Africa and India. They also acted as

Kaikobad Cawasji Dinsleaw

agents for big European and American
companies. For instance. Rustomji
Sohrabji Kharas and Sons were agenls
for the Amold Hays and John Betram
Companies. Later, seeing the enterprise
and worth of Kharas, the Americans
started branches in Aden and appointed
Kharas as their manager.

As these companies grew instrength,
and as more and more demands were
made from Europe for Indian and Afri-
can goods, especially after the opening
of the Suez Canal, many companies
established branches in London, Paris,
Marseilles, Geneva, Trieste, Amsterdam
and Hamburg. The Adenwallas were
the foremost in the spread of their com-
panies abroad.

Expanding to East Africa
Another important activity of these en-
trepreneurs was o start trade with the
East African ports of Zanzibar and
Kenya, The Adenwallas and others
openad branches there and established
Parsi settlements.

Zanzibar was important as a supplier
ol ¢cloves and ivory. With the opening
ol the Suez Canal those Parsi business
houses which had started branches here
now traded directly with Europe, and
only sometimes through Aden. Other
ports on the coast of Kenya, particu-
larly Mombasa, were also developed by
the Parsi traders. The f(irst Parsi trader
1o reach Zanzibar was M. A. Mistry in
15435, followed by about 26 others be-
tween 1870 and 1890, Zanzibar became
so lucrative that the Adenwallas shifted
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their base from Aden to Zanzibar In
1884. Here as in Aden, the Adenwallas
dominated community life. The social
life of about 184 Parsi expatriates
evolved round the fire-temple, burial
ground and the anjuman by the end of
the century.

Mombasa was similarly populated
by Parsis during the late 19th century.
As Prof John Hinnells has stated, the
first Parsi to settle here was Jehangir
Bhedwar who developed the port with
Sorabji Mistry who built most of the
administrative buildings for the British

government. As in Aden, a number of

Parsi professionals such as engineers,
contractors, accountants, lawyers, doc-
tors and bankers settled in these colo-
nies and were instrumental in carrying
out the work of building the infrastruc-
ture of the cities and ports. By the
1930s, there were about 250 Parsis in
Mombasa., Nairobi was another city
where Parsis settled afier the North East
African Railway was built. Here also,
the settlement consisted of about 200
Parsis. In Nairobi too, the community
identity and closeness was maintained
by the development of an anjuman build-
ing, prayer room and cemetery where
everyone gathered during all important

Seth M. Raranji Patel bungli builr in
[883

occasions of the community. Asin Aden,
the Parsis here were an important part of
business and administrative develop-
ment of East Africa.

The Parsi business houses, especially
the Adenwallas, were also active in
shipbuilding in Aden and some of them
owned ships of their own which plied in
the Indian Ocean carrying goods from
India to East Africa and Aden and other
Arabian and Persian Gulf ports. Cawasji
Dinshaw and Brothers owned ships that
sailed along the Somali coast 1o Berbera,
Bilahar, and along the Red Sea 1o Mo-
cha, Hadesa, and the Arabian coast 1o
Mukalla. These ships were instrumental
in the Adenwallas having a large share

of most of the trade in this region.

Persons of consequence

Az a result of all these activities,
the Parsi entrepreneurs of Aden
were persons of consequence and
played a major role in the port’s
development. The Adenwallas
along with others were respon-
sible for the development of the
roads, telegraph, water supply.
amongst other things. As these business
houses increased in strength and num-
ber, we find an increase in the number of
Parsis in Aden. Each groupbroughtalong
their relatives, as well as other fellow
religionists o work in various corpori-
tions.

The contribution of many of them
was recognized by the British Govern-
ment and we find a numberof them were
honored by the British. Some were
knighted, like Hormasji Dinshaw
Adenwalla, Rustomji Mancherji Dholu
was made Khan Bahadur and also given
the title of CIE (Companion of the In-
dian Empire).

The majority of other Parsis were
either professionals or government ser-
vants and formed a largely educated
middle ¢lass section. There were in fact
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very few poor amongst the Parsis in
Aden. Going through the list of Parsis
as shown in the Zoroastrian calendar
{panchang) of 1907, one gets the fol-
lowing picture: The biggest business
firm by that time was that of Cawasji
Dinshaw Adenwalla and the largest
number of Parsis were employed there
as managers and clerks. We also find
them as accountants and cashiers em-
ployed in various Parsi firms. Only a
few Parsis, it seems, were employed as
clerks, accountants or cashiers in Euro-
pean firms. A small number were in
these positions in the government of-
fices. some being head clerks. A few
were managers of Parsi companies. A
considerable number were general mer-
chants having their own shops. A num-
ber were employed as officers in the
government as superintendents, trea-
sury officers and police inspectors.
Amongst the skilled workers was a car-
penter in the Port Trust, a printer and
teller for press composing. There were
two schoolmasters and about three
priests.

Amongst the unskilled were three or
four cooks, two of whom were attached
to the Cawasji Dinshaw family. Two or
three were assistants in the agiary, to
carry the dead bodies and do other
manual work. They were well looked
after by members of the community.

Thus, the community was largely a
prosperous, educated entity. The lead-
ers of the community were the owners
of the wealthy business houses already
mentioned. Under them, the Parsis or-
ganized themselves into a united com-
munity bearing a distinct identity. They
came o be known for their communal
solidarity. A few years afier the first
Parsi settlers arrived a few families
joined them. The first 1o arrive was that
of Hormasji Jamasji Mogra, who came
as the British commissariat head clerk,
sometime in the 1850s, It is reported
that the women of the family were
afraid of the Arabs and came down from
the steamer in burkhas, and for some
time continued to use them in the town
too. From all accounts it appears that
the sex ratio was always very adverse,
Women formed only aboul one-third of
the total Parsi population till the middle
of the first half of the 20th century. For
instance, al the beginning of 1372, there
were 28 women to 93 men, and simi-
larly in 1921, there were 86 women Lo
237 men. This was perhaps one of the
reasons why they felt the need for com-
munity solidarity and support in the

absence of their families.

Religious infrastructure

The need of the community to come
together for commaon purposes wis met
by Khareghat, In 1842, the small group
of Parsis appealed to him 1o provide
them with a common meeting place.
Merwanji, thereupon, bought some
property from the government and built
a big hall, with a kitchen, a fresh water
well, and a small adjoining room to be
used for religious ceremaonies. In 1847,
Meherwan Baug, now also known as
Parsiwadi, was gified by Merwanji o
the Parsi Anjuman, now called
punchayet. A proper legal document 1o
this effect was completed on March 27,
1854, In 1858 the trustees of the
punchayet decided to build a Bungalow
for their meetings and offices. Built
next to the dar-e-meher (which was
consecrated in 1854), it was used as a
club by the community and was looked
after by Mobed Cawasdaru Dadachanji,
Meherwan Baug became the center of
all community activity. With the estab-
lishment of Meherwan Baug, the com-
munity leaders from the business and
trading world came logether o form the
anjuman to look after the community
affairs, particularly to arrange impor-
tant functions. They also began to col-
lect funds to make paymenis for the
common activitics, ceremonial and oth-
erwise. It began to be used for gather-
ings of all the Parsis during seasonal
festivals and the monthly ghambars
{communal feasting).

At every festival and ghambars reli-
gious ceremonies such as jashans had o
be performed. Originally volunteers
from priestly Families would perform
these ceremonies or somebody was
called from Bombay. As these functions
and jashans became popular, the need
for a regular priest became necessary,
and with the consent of the communily,
a mobed was invited to come to Aden
from Navsari. Eruchji Cawasji Gara,
belonging to the Bhagaria panth, ac-
cepted the offer and took over charge of
the Aden panthak. He proved o be ex-
tremely efficient and painstaking and
endeared himself to all. The anjuman
members began toaddress himas Mobed
Badshah. Besides his priestly duties, he
was often asked to arbitrate in financial
and other disputes between Parsis, He
was paid by the anjuman and he lived
with Khareghat's family. His arrivalinto
Aden witnessed an expansion in activi-
ties promoting the common good.
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Rattanji Sorabji Khareghat, the younger brother of
Merwaniji, was the first Parsi to die in Aden in 1846, The need
fora dakhma was now realized. Temporarily his body was put
in a coffin and buried in a corner of Meherwan Baug. Al this
time, Merwanji vowed Lo put his brother’s body in a dakhma
and accordingly builtadakhmaby April 1847 inthe Meherwan
Baug compound with his own money, and put his brother’s
corpse in it. A plague was attached to the dakhma at the time
of consecration giving all these details. For a Parsi, one of the
most significant markers of communal identification is the
plaque inscribed near the base of the dakhma.

The next important event in the community was the
building of adar-e-meher. Up o now, asmall room next to the
Kitchen in the Meherwan Baug Bungalow was used as a
dadgah where religious ceremonies were performed. Ithad by
the 18505 become decrepit and too small for a community
which was now about 60 strong and the need for a proper
agiary was realized. Cawasji Dinshaw rose to the occasion
and in 1854, built the dar-e-meher in memory of his first
deceased wife, Bai Aai at his own cost. On September 20,
1854, it was consecrated amidst great joy. A jashan was held
and a feast offered 1o all Zoroastrians which, it seems, was so
sumptuous that it was remembered in Aden for the next 50
years!

With the dakhma and the dar-e-meher functioning prop-
erly, and an increase in the number of Parsis, the sole mobed,
Gara was over burdened and requested for another mobed to
share the religious duties. The anjuman agreed to this
and...Mobed Cawasji Hormasji Dadachanji was recruited
from Navsari in 1863. Both the mobeds came without their
families and now stayed in the fire-temple complex and were
paid by the anjuman. They seemed to be always busy with the
increasing number of ceremonies commissioned by the com-
munity. Commemorating the contributions of their co-reli-
gionists who had passed away by holding yearly baj in hisfher
name was first done in memory of Nusserwanji Mancherji
Kopar who was one of the first two Parsis (o arrive in Aden
and who spent the rest of his life here and died in 1883 at the
age of 83. A fund was collected in his name to carry out the
baj ceremonies.

By the 1860s, the small dakhma built by Meherwanji had
to be abandoned as it was in the center of the town near the
camp area which had become extremely congested. The
government ordered all communities to move their cemeter-
ies outside the town area. The anjuman had to carry out the
order and look for a new place to build a dakhma. Naturally,
the elders looked towards the hills of Aden and found a
suitable spot near Meherwan Baug. However, in spite of the
old dakhma being closed, it seems that the anjuman was
dragging its feet about starting any construction for the new
one. Gara took it upon himself then to arouse the Parsis to the
need to act fast in this matter. It was he who explored all the
hills and chose this particular one and got the sanction from
Col Cogden to build on it. He also got the blueprints approved
by the Public Works Department. The anjuman started the
construction in early 1866 with funds collected through
public subscription from Parsis in Aden, everyone contribut-
ing to the fund according to their capacity, ranging from Rs
2,500 from businessmen to the smallest sum of three rupees.
The only outside contribution was that given by Mancherji
Hormasji Cama who passed through Aden at that time, on his
way back home from London. In spite of this, the work had to
stop midway due to lack of funds, which was made good by
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Cawasji Dinshaw. The construction was
completed by August and the dakhma
consecrated and opened for use on Au-
gust 31, 1866. When the communily
started using this new dakhma, they
found it very difficult to carry the corpses
up the hill without a paved road. The
corpses were usually carried by rela-
tives and friends in the absence of pro-
fessional nassessalars, Tosolve this prob-
lem Edulji Manekji Colabewala, one of
the first successful businessmen, had a
proper road built at his own cost for Rs
10,000, Soon afterwards, he also had the
sagdi built near the dakhma.

Another importantevent in the life of
the community was the consecration of
a new dar-e-meher on October 8, 1883
with great pomp and festivity. The first
one built in 1854 by Cawasji Dinshaw
needed much repair. Cawasji decided to
rebuild the dar-e-meher from the start
on 2 much larger scale befitting the
stength and prosperity of the commu-
nity. It should be noted that the dar-e-
meher builtin 1854 and reconstructedin
1883 were the only fire-temples 1o be
built outside India by Parsi settlers after
leaving Iran. (At that time, in spite of
Parsi settlements in Hongkong,
Singapore, London, Zanzibar havingrich
punchayet funds, they still did not pos-

sess their own agiaries.) The Parsis of
Aden were, therefore, very proud of
their achievement.

Another Facility needed was a spe-
cial room to keep the dead bodies and
perform the religious ceremonies. So
far, a room in the Mecherwan Baug
Bungalow was being used, On an ap-
peal by the Parsis in 1883, Mancherji
Rattanji Patel Siganporia had a small
structure built next to the dar-e-meher
and furnished it with chairs, tables,
utensils, and a big clock. The opening
ceremony of the building was done
with a jashan on March 7, 1883 with the
whole community participating and fe-
licitating the generous donor. Rattanji,
noting the increasing burden of work on
the two mobeds, arranged for an addi-
tional mobed 1o be employed by the
punchayet, and provided a special fund
for the purpose.

Thus, by the end of the 19th cen-
tury, the Parsis of Aden had all the
religious and social infrastructure
needed to provide for a proper Parsi
identity. The closeness observed
among the Parsis was proof of a very
strong and distinct identity. It was
this which had made the Parsis, though
a very small minority, a very visible
and important section of Aden’s popu-

lation. They were recognized by the
government and the public as people
of consequence.

Generously endowed

The descendants of the original settlers
and prominent families, such as the
Adenwallas, carried on the good work
in and outside the community as their
fathers and grandfathers had done. Par-
ticular mention needs to be made of
Hormasji Cawasji Dinshaw Adenwalla,
who, in some ways, outdid his very
enterprising and successful father
Cawasji.

The leaders of the community not
only did everything possible for its pres-
ervation, but were also the most socially
conscious group, building schools and
hospitals for the general public. The
sons and grandsons of the first settler
formed a sort of ‘island’ unto them-
selves, but at the same lime, were re-
sponsive to others, interacting in social,
cultural and economic fields.

After the establishment of the Port
Trust in Aden in 1891, the government
nominated Hormasji Adenwalla and
Rustomji Dholu, secretary of the
punchayet, as trustees. They took promi-
nent part in the financial activity of the
colony as members of various commer-
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cialinstitutions. For instance, Hormasji was an active member
of the Chamber of Commerce and represented it in 1912 at an
international conference on world trade.

Parsis. as mentioned, were also foremost in cosmopoli-
tan public charities. In 1895 Cawasji Dinshaw established
the Jerbai Charitable Dispensary. Earlier in 1838, Edulji
Maneckji Colabewala, Cawasji Adenwallaand Aga Hasali
together donated a surgical ward 1o the Civil Hospital in
the town. They also contributed towards the Prince of
Wales Charitable Dispensary in 1876.

After the Second World War and the emergence of new
political entities in the Middle East and Africa, the Parsis
began to leave Aden closing their establishments and
making Bombay their headquarters. The Adenwallas con-
tinued for some time in East Africa but by the 1950s, had
closed their establishment there also. Thus, the once flour-
ishing and vibrant Parsi community slowly vanished from
Aden, as from 50 many other places. The fires no longer
burn in the dar-c-meher and Meherwan Baug is all bul
deserted. The course of history has taken its toll on the
Parsis, here as ¢lsewhere.

Edited and reprinted with parmission from the K. B. Cama Ovigntal
Instifute’s souvernic for the Third Infernational Congress.

A historian interested in Parsi history, Dr Mani
Kamarkar is vice president of The Asiatic Society of
Bombay. She was former director, College Develop-
ment Council, of the 5. N. D. T. Women's University
§ in Bombay. She has also served as principal of the
i MNanaval College.
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The Childline challenge

Operational in 38 cities in India, the Childline service initiated
by Jeroo Billimoria proffers help to the destitute and forsaken children

Their parents may have forsaken them.
Their surrogate guardians may have
deserted them. Their peers may have
ostracized them. To
whom can these chil-
dren in need of care and
protection turn? There
is help at hand with the
initiation of Childline,
India’s first 24-hour,
free phone outreach ser-
vice which on receiv-
ing a call on their toll
free number Ten-Nine-
Eight (1098) responds
to the emergency needs of the child and
also links children to services for their
long-term care and rehabilitation. This
institution which is today operational
*in 38 cities in India, receiving 1.1 lakh
zalls a month, coordinating with nearly
116 non governmental organizations, 1s
basically my baby.” acknowledges the
unassuming Jeroo Billimoria.

Having nurtured and weaned
Childline since its inception in 1996,
she is confident that it can now function
without her as do the other organiza-
tions — United Homeless Organiza-
tion, Meljol, Special Unit for Investiga-

Billimoria:
“I love the
streels”™

tion on Institutional Abuse — in all of

which she had played a key role when

Someone who cares is a phone call away
24 hour notionol froe emengency phone oufreach sendcoe for

children in need of core ond perolection

Supporied by

Above: The sireer children rejoicing at
Billimoria's wedding

Alongside (from left): Desai, A. P. Singh

and Billimoria

172 Farsang August 20028

Parinaz M. Gandhi

its foundations were being laid. 1 have
a policy in life. never to stay with one
organization for more than five years,”
Not that she severs her ties. “I'm in
touch with all of them.” she maintains,
impressing on the need “to streamline
an organization, let it run without you
and then move on Lo other social service
ventures...

“Nothing is ever enough. You don’l
need a lot of money to do social work,”
she believes. “You can be content with
five sets of clothes. You don’t have o
travel in a private AC car. You can use
the public transport.” As execulive sec-
retary of Childline India Foundation
(CIF) she is paid a salary like the 29

other staff members but she prefers to
gift her remuneration to Childline, sat-
isfied with the monetary support she
receives from her family. From Child-
line, 36-year-old Billimoria will now
be proceeding to Amsterdam to join her
husband Bertjan Janzen whom she wed
early this year. They met in 2001 when
he was deputed by Pricewaterhouse Coo-
pers to collaborate with Childline. She
appreciates that he is “very supportive
and understands my work.” While in
Amsterdam she expects to be involved
with yet another venture, having earned
the distinction of being chosen as a Fel-
low of Schwab, the Geneva based foun-
dation which recognizes social entre-
preneurs anden-
courages an in-
ternational net-
work. As Fellow
of Ashoka Inno-
vators for the
Public, the Wa-
shinglon based
international or-
ganization
which honors
those with inno-
vative ideas by
conferring on
them a stipend
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for two years plus the opportunity to
link with other Fellows, Billimoria is in
a privilezed position.

Another valuable lesson Billimoria
has learnt along the way is that when
working “with government systems, the
impact ultimately is much greater, Even
though it is difficult to

spate of calls during examination time,
for south Bombay, most of the alarm
signals are in the monsoons when the
children seek a roof over their heads.
After the control room gets a call, one of
the volunteers reaches the child and
then puts himv/her in touch with a sup-

port agency in the vi-

work with them and
easiertoeriticize them™
she happily reports that
CIF is a project of the
ministry of social jus-
tice and empowerment
in partnership with non
governmental organi-
zations, the corporate

“Nothing is ever
enough. You don't
need a lot of
money to do
social work”

cinity which can meet
hisfher needs.
Childline interven-
tion has helped 4.5 lakh
children over the years,
says Billimoria, Those
helped are mainly street
children, including
those abandoned and

sector, bilateral agen-

cies, street and community youth and
concerned individuals. “The whole con-
cept is partnership. We refuse 1o repon
to them, otherwise we would be like
lackeys. We are firm in what we believe
and they respect us for that,” mentions
Billimoria.

The 11-member governing board of
CIF has Asha Das, the secretary of the
ministry of social justice and empower-
ment (MSJE) as the chairperson, Tata
Engineering director Farrokh Kavarana
as treasurer and Billimoria as the key
office bearers. The joint secretary of the
ministry Dharmendra Deo, deputy sec-
retary Atul Chaturvedi, educationist Dr
Armaity Desai, Arthur Andersen part-
ner Ameet Parikh, Byramjee Founda-
tion trustee Khushrooh Byramjee,
deputy chairperson of Tata Consultancy
Services F. C. Kohli, director of Tata
Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) Dr
R. R. Singh and Ogilvy and Mather
managing director Ranjan Kapur con-
slitute the rest of the board. The contri-
bution of Damania Panday as internal
auditors and 5. R. Batliboi as external
auditors is valued by Billimoria too. By
the completion of the 10th Five Year
Plan in 2007, Childline hopes to oper-
ate in 260 districts.

Having reeeived 20 lakh calls in the
last six years, the main need of most
runaway children is medical assistance,
according to Billimoria, Through their
nodal and support agencies Childline is
also able to provide rescue and long-
term rehabilitation for those in disiress
with the cooperation of allied systems
like the police, railways, hospitals;
media, and welfare and educational
homes. The nature of calls received
differs from city to city. While the
control room in north Bombay gets a
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missing, abused chil-
dren (including bonded labor and do-
mestic workers), victims of the Mesh
trade, children affected by HIV/AIDS,
differently abled children, child addicts,
children in conflict with law, those af-
fected by conflict or disasters, child
political refugees and children whose
families are in crises. In its efforts 10
evolve a comprehensive child protec-
tion strategy, Childline conducts re-
search on relevant issues and advocates
changes in law and policy relating to
children’s issues, according to their in-
formation leaflet.

The office of the CIF is located on
the second floor of the Nana Chowk
Municipal School where they are ex-
pected to pay just Rs 136 as rent per
room. “Adpre ék motto chilté (We have
one motto): FOC (free of cost),” she
gives her disarming smile. The finan-
cial support of the Ratan Tata Trusts,
Adi Dubash of Concern India Founda-
tion and donors like Byramjee “who
bail us out every lime we are broke”
prompts Billimoria 1o gratefully ac-
knowledge their contribution. They are
now approaching the Tata Trust for a
revolving grant 50
that in the event of *
gﬂ‘-"ﬂrﬂll‘.ﬂ:l'ﬂ f__!l'lil'llﬁ
getting delayed they
can fall back onthese
resources. Hitherto
the staff has stayed
on despite delays in

Billimoria family
{from left): Rustom,
Homai, Shahiaz,
Arzan and Anosh
celebrare Jeroo and
Bertjan's marriage
Photo: Spectra Vision

salaries. “Commitment is above every-
thing else,” declares Billimoria.

While Byramjee and Kavarana are
like her “two big brothers,” she tums to
Desai, "my guruji” for policics and
program inputs. Desai was her profes-
sor when she was doing her masters in
social work at TISS after which, “using
all Tata charities™ Billimoria went to
New York's New School of Social Work
to do her masters in management at the
first non-profit management college in
the world. The Coalition for the Home-
less was started while she was training
as a social worker there.

Over the years, most of her work has
been focussed on the homeless. 1 love
the sireets: the spirit and vitality inher-
ent there.” mentions Billimoria who
used 1o continue her voluntary work
with the street children even when she
was a lecturer at the TISS. Al that time
there were four/five street organiza-
tions in Bombay. Today there are nearly
40), she informs us.

“I'm a product of my upbringing
and lots of good luck,” admils
Billimoria. “I've learnt all my values
from my parents.” Her mother Homai
was the social worker instrumental in
starting the Bombay Parsi Punchayet’s
{BPP) school counselling project to
assist Zoroastrian students from select
schools in Bombay adjust 1o academic
and familial demands. Her late father
Mehervan was an accountant and a
silent social worker. She recalls her
own disinterest in studies while a stu-
dent at the J. B. Petit School and the
motivation to improve the quality of
education imparted to children. Thus
in association with Gloria D'Souza of
St Mary’s School she happily formu-
lated the environment education pro-
gram for the schools selected by the
BPP. Before she joined TISS she was al
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the H. R. College of Commerce and
Economics.

Through the organization Unnati she
endeavored to create a national network
for repatriating school children. “But the
organization failed, teaching me what not
to do when we started Childline,” can-
didly declares Billimoria. With Meljol,
which covers nearly 1,000 schools, stu-
dents are taught to be responsible for their
own environment and are imparted val-
ues for better citizenship. She has even
co-authored fictional books on this sub-
ject whereby children can relate to the
character named Aflatoon. The Special
Unit for Investigation on Institutional
Abuse, an offshoot of Childline, is meant
to inspect complaints about abuse at resi-
demtial care institutions, provide with in-
terim administration and work out a reha-
bilitation plan as a solution. This Special
Unit in Maharashtra is a collaborative
e¢ffort by the MSJ E, the National Institute
of Social Defence and CIF. To enhance
credibility in the voluntary sector she is
secking aself-regulatory framework from
within the alliance in the interests of good
governance, transparency and account-
ability.

In all her initiatives Billimoria has
found that Parsis are “the greatest do-

nors and supporiers. Parsis are essen-
tially philanthropists. When Parsis are
approached for help, eight out of 10
times you get a donation.” There is need
for professional social workers "o re-
structure the charity organizations
within the community to make them
more effective” bul as Billimoria real-
izes, “The money is not with the profes-
sionals.” Commenting on the commu-
nity beneficiaries, she notes, “Parsis are
too charity dependent and yet there are
so many really needy whoe do not ben-
efit from these trusts.”

Feeling the need to practice reli-
gious synthesis, Billimoria's wedding
rites extended from the traditional
mandav-saro to 2 mass in church (her
husband being born a Catholic), 1o a
street wedding where there was an ex-
change of garlands according to Hindu
rites and a mehendi ceremony as per the
Muslim custom. “I don’t go much to a
fire-temple but 1 do believe in God. |
meditate every day. 1 say my prayers. 1
wear the sudreh-kusii. I've taught our
prayers to my husband also,” Billimoria
is happy with her credo. While she has
taught him a bit of Gujarati and Hindi
she hopes tolearn Dutch when she moves
there.

The “shuddh (pure) feminist” that
sheis, Billimoria insists on retaining her
maiden name. Equally strong loyalties
she has to the country of her birth, say-
ing, “l can't give up India. I love India.”
According to the mutually agreed ar-
rangement with her husband, initially
she will try to settle down in Amsterdam,
If she is not comfortable there, he will
come down to India. I he 15 not happy
here they will move to a neutral third
region.

“The community should be more
dynamic like it used to be,” she recom-
mends. “Traditions were created for a
time and place, sentiment is more im-
portant.” Considering that the concept
of charity is interwoven in the dakhme-
nashini tradition Billimoria feels that in
the present scenario the death rituals
should be so “adapted that we can do-
nate organs of use to others.”

Timely intervention “can make or
break acase,” has been the experience
for Childline as reported in their news-
letter Hello Childline. It is the same
relentless attitude which spurs Billi-
moria to pursue the tasks before her
for as conveyed in the newsletter,
“What i most important is not giving
up!™
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SPORTS

From fiction to football

English literature college reader Novy Kapadia's expert
comments on the recent World Cup soccer matches
provided an insight into the nuances of the game

Mavroze (Novy) Kapadia®s was the first
Parsi family o settle in Delhi. It was his
great-grandfather
(after whom he is
named) who made
the pioneering
move in 1880,
“There are two leg-
ends about why
Mavroze (5Sr) shif-
ted from Broach,
Surat. The first has
it that there was a
drought and he was
told by his family
to move either to Bangalore, Calcutia
or Delhi.

“The second and more plausible one
is that he was transferred by his com-
pany, Lever Brothers,” according to
48-year-old Novy. “He played a pio-
neering role in the community. He would
regularly walk to the railway station
and meet Parsi families traveling on the
Frontier Mail on the five-day journey
from Bombay to Peshawar, encourag-
ing them 1o settle in Delhi.” His extro-
verted and affable ways obviously won
over many of them.

Novy himself has many sirings to his
bow. He is a legend in Delhi football
circles, having played club football in
the capital since he was 13 years old. He
also runs the Ashoka Football Club
{FC) which he founded in 1973, He still
turns out in the Delhi league for the
team, apart from coaching the players
and handling the administrative side of
things.

For the duration of the recent foot-
ball World Cup he was busy ona ‘double
shift,” shuutling to the studios twice a
day as he gave his expert comments in
both Hindi and English on the STAR
News channel. For the last 20 years he
has also been a part-time sports journal-

Kapadia: a
legend in Delhi
SJootball circles
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ist, balancing his writing between his
full-time job as reader in the English
department at 5. G. T. B. Khalsa Col-
lege which he joined in 1977 immedi-
ately after completing his MA from
Delhi’s prestigious St Stephen’s Col-
lege.

“Our family is very attached to Delhi
University. There has been a Kapadia
teaching there for a century now,” says
Novy who has inherited his great-
grandfather’s affability along with his
name. Novy's daily routine during the
college term is to teach in the mornings
and then head straight to the Ambedkar
Stadium in the heart of the city for his
beloved football.

“l inherited my love of literature
from my mother Soona (née Sethna),
now 80, who was also a teacher. It was
while recuperating from a knee injury
suffered while playing football as a
schoolboy that my mother encouraged
me to read.” Novy's late father Minoo
ran a tailoring business in Delhi which
was destroyed in the Partition riots as it
was mistaken for a Muslim establish-
ment. Minoo later became a minor part-
ner in a shop of silversmiths, but he
“never recovered” and passed away in
1985 at the age of 70.

MNovy's love of reading and football
combined under for-
tuitous circumstances
during the national
football champion-
ships in Jammu in
1978 where a journal-
ist friend, Tarun Basu
encouraged him to try
his hand at sports jour-
nalism. The experi-
ment proved o be a

Kapadia at the STAR
News channel studio

success. Movy has been a sporis
*stringer” for the Telegraph newspaper
group of Calcutta since 1982 and was
also a regular contributor to their maga-
zine, Spartsworld that was launched in
1978 and folded up in 1999,

Today he writes for dozens of Indian
and foreign publications and is an ac-
knowledged expert on Indian football.
He has also covered four World Cups,
three European championships and four
Asian Games and has contributed ar-
ticles on Indian football for 2 number of
books in India and abroad. In 1986 he
won the Wills Award for Excellence in
Sports Journalism for his article, “The
Other Side of the Medal” published in
the Business Standard newspaper in
October 1984, He has been sports con-
sultant and sports editor for the Limca
Book of Records since 1993,

Besides, Novy has also done exten-
sive commentary on radio and TV on
football and other sports as well. Right
now he is planning to write a book on
Indian football, having helped compile
a list of eminent Parsi sporispersons for
the Delhi Parsi Anjuman. He edits their
journal Deepanjali on special occasions
such as for the 40th anniversary cel-
ebrations of their Kaikhushru Pallonji
Katrak Dar-e-Meher last December,

Editorof Parsi Fic-
rion (two volumes), it
is his eighth book on
literature (see “Feed-
back on Fiction,”
Books, Parsiana,
April 2002). It was
done in part to help
clear up the many mis-
conceptions about the
community as well as
to explain the unique-
ness of Parsi authors.

MNovy says even to-
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With mother Soona: a love for
literature

day he gets phone calls wishing him
Merry Christmas — which is why the
first part of the book is a history of the
community. “I found that in the Univer-
sily there was a certain amount of confu-
sion in relation o Parsi authors. There
was aneed to explain their identity crisis
to a wider audience and also ceriain
reference points which constantly crop
up in these novels relating to the
community's unique social problems.”
MNovy touches on the declining trend
of higher education in the community
with fewer Parsi youngsters joining IITs
(Indian Institme of Technology), busi-
ness management schools or clearing In-
dian Administrative Service exams. The
community also faces the dilemma, he
feels, of whether to seek minority status
and reservations or opt for quality and
compete with the best. Zoroastrians abroad
face a crisis of “whether to share the
cultural life, traditions, moral codes and
loyalties of the adopted couniry or 1o
remain closely wdentified with India.”
While lack of societal pressure, as
exists in other communities, may have
contributed to increasing intermarriage,
MNovy believes the children of mixed
marriages “‘should be allowed to have
their navjotes if they and their parents
50 desire.” He is also in favor of indi-
vidual choice regarding the mode of
disposal of the dead, be it “the electric
crematorium or burial as we have in
Delhi.” Conversion should also be al-
lowed by mutual consent, he feels, “il'it
can be ascertained that the conversion
is not just for reasons of property, et¢.”
Movy has an elder sister, Bunny who
is married and lives in England. He is

single and football is obviously the great
love of his life. “My family was never
oo keen on my playing football. It was
considered a rough sport, one unsuit-
able for young Parsi boys. But call it an
omen, | was gified a football for my
navjote in 1963 and 1 could not stop
playing with it,” says a nostalgic Novy
with a chuckle. Growing up in the Old
Delhi area of Kashmiri Gate, he was
surrounded by football, *The majority
of the neighbors were Bengalis and Mus-
lims and football has always been a
passion for them. Ifat all Indian football
is alive today, it is due to their efforts
alone.”

The Mengusi Parsi Dharamshala is
on Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg (also
known as Delhi’s Fleet Street for its
NUMErous newspaper offices) and the
young Novy would slip across to the
Ambedkar Stadium just across the road
to watch football matches. He started his
playing careeras a schoolboy forward in
the second division for Union FC, moved
onto Young Bengal Clubandalso played
for the President’s Estate FC in the first
division before establishing Ashoka FC.
He represented the Delhi X1 throughout
the *70s and played in the Durand and
DCM tournaments, the main fixtures in
Delhi’s football calendar,

Novy despairs al the sorry state of
Indian football which enjoyed a glon-
ous period in the "50s and "60s but today
languishes at number 123 in the current
FIFA (the world football body) world
rankings. For this he squarely blames
the apathy of the All India Football
Federation: *The game is dead in North
India where it used to be s0 popular.
Today it is confined to a few states —
Bengal, Kerala and Goa. Traditional
areas like Hyderabad and Bangalore
have declined and there has been no
effort to spread its popularity. In Ben-
gal wo cricket has become a strong
counter-attraction thanks to the success
of (Indian cricket captain) Sourav
Ganguly.” He feelsthisdecline s largely
due to the fact that whereas at its peak
there used to be 125 to 130 national
level tournaments played the year round,
today there are barely 15 o 20.

“Further, there is no public identifi-
cation with the national football team
as, unlike the cricket team, they hardly
play a few international matches throu-
ghout the year.”

Literature and football may seem an
unusual mix, But in Novy the two are in
perfect harmony.
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Serene at Sherwood

The Palias' new venture, Sherwood Resort in Mahabaleshwar, offers a choice
of bungalows, suites and duplex rooms set amidst lush forest

The name suits the surroundings. Tak-
ing many a leaf out of Robin Hood's
legendary Nottingham forest, Sherwood
Resort is set amidst eight acres of lush
land on the secluded slopes of Mahaba-
leshwar's Blue Valley Ride, off the
Satara Road. On a shady May morning
Parsiana waiched the mist take a walk
over the mountains. The blue water of
the swimming pool, set on the hilltop,
seems to merge with the infinity of trees
and sky.

The famed Mahabaleshwar lake,
crass commercialization eroding
nature’s bounties, is far away. The air is
clean, at Sherwood the sound of silence
prevails, punctuated occasionally by
the rev of car engines as guests arrive at
Mahabaleshwar’s newest resort.

“It is very difficult to set up any
project in Mahabaleshwar,” asserts
Meher Palia, ininator and director of
Sherwood Resort, whose love for the
hill station situated at an altitude of
around 4,500 it spurred him 1o embark
on this venture. Man and mountain posed
many i problem. “This being our first
foray into hoteliering, we had no idea it
would involve so much toil and sweat,”
smiles the Bombay-based Palia, who s
also the joint managing director of
Champion Jointings Limited, founded
by his father Kekiin 1960, which manu-
factures and exports Champion brand
ashestosfnon asbestos, fiber jointings
sheets, cloth, packings, seals, elc.

On Christmas day last year, the Re-
sort opened its 38 air-conditioned and
non air-conditioned rooms, four bunga-
lows of three bedrooms each and four
suites each with hall, one bedroom and
kitchenette, “We were completely full
this season,” states Meher's wife Zeubin,
also a director of the Resorl. “People
have been very encouraging and appre-
ciative. We feel proud and victorions.”
Sharing his parents’ love for Mahaba-
leshwar is 20-year-old Neville, a third-
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year B.Com student in Bombay's H. R,
Caollege who spent much of his summer
vacation helping out at the Resort,

While closeness to nature and tran-
quility form the Resort’s USP (unique
selling point), the hotel has not over-
looked the requirements of city dwellers
in whose equation nature means bore-
dom! There is a color TV with numerous
channels in each room, a small gym for
the fitness freaks, a recreation reom with
pool table, chess, carom, table tennis, a
children’s park with slide, seesaw, swing,
ete. Livening up evenings for restless
teenagers is a spon-to-be-opened disco-
theque, ensconced some distance away
from the rooms and made soundproof!

For the adventure lovers, there are
nature walks all around — the arbore-
ous paths and bird conversation of
Helen's Point, the blustery, approxi-
mately 4,700 plus ft height of nearby
Wilson (Sunrise) Point where the rays of
the rising sun struggle to slice through
the moming mist. And for the brave
heart, the cold waters of the pool beckon.
“We are very happy with our “infinity’
pool,” says Zeubin, “Arun Kumar, our
landscape consultant, has done a fine
job on it.”" Zeubin also commends re-
nowned interior designer Elizabeth
Kerkar whose “excellent and accurate
drawings, at reasonable cost™ at the ear-
lier stage helped the management com-
plete the rooms. Describing Meher as a
“perfectionist” who oversaw every de-
tail of civil construction, Zeubin says
the plans had to be adjusted many times
to meet the requirements of the plot's
topography.

The land, originally belonging to the
Raja of Sangli, was bought by the Palias
in the late 1990s to develop as a four-
bungalow scheme. Once the bungalows
were ready, it was decided to add a main
building and incorporate the bunga-
lows into the Resort, explains Meher,
“Ideally the main structure should have

been at the highest point, but there was
no clearing big enough, so the structure
is situated at a lower level,” elucidates
general manager Ramesh Gaur, adding
that there is little skilled workmanship
available in Mahabaleshwar and things
move laboriously. “What can be done
in a couple of days takes a month in
Mahabaleshwar,” he laments.

Ironically enough, in a hill station
where around 250 inches of rain belt
down every year and five rivers (panch-
ganga) — the Krishna, Koyna, Venna,
Gayatri and Savitri — are said to find
their source, Mahabaleshwar faces wa-
ter shortages every year! More than half
the forest cover has been depleted in the
last 20 years with 250 hotels, boarding
houses and small lodges mushrooming
over the hillsides, asserts Gaur.
Sherwood has preserved the plot’s origi-
nal forest cover, notes Neville proudly.
A kitchen garden is planned with a view
to sprouting the ofltimes ignorant City
dweller's interest in flora. “We are also
keen to have a small animal farm with
rabbits, geese, ducks, ete,” asserts
Neville.

A sewage treatment plant is in place,
with the aerated filtered water used for
gardening. Gaur mentions that much
ecological damage to the hill station
has been done because people just al-
low the sewage to {low out!

The tariff at the Resort varies with
the category of room (double bed, du-
plex or suite) high or low season, elc.

"The large restaurant, with its wind-

swept verandahoverlooking the wooded
slopes of the saddle mountain, serves an
eclectic buffet, incorporating Indian,
Chinese, European cuisine. A gourmel
cook herself and a member of the Gour-
met Circle in Bombay (where each
member has to cook and serve a gour-
met sit-down meal for 20 people once in
a month), Zeubin plans to introduce
some of her recipes at the Resort. With
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Top row, from left: Zeubin
and Meher Palia on chalet
balcony (Photo: Hilla Guzder),
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2nd row: Neville Palia and
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Reputed makers of fine alcoholic beverages. Also superior quality ENA from grain and molasses.

BAPUNA GROUP

Registered Office : Mount Road Extension, Nagpur 440 001. Tel.: 520286, 520293.
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Experience the warmth
and hospitality of
WEST END HOTEL

offered at competitive rates

CONVENIENTLY CENTRALLY LOCATED

* Large, well-equipped Deluxe
Rooms & Suites
* Superbly designed Air-conditioned
- Terrace hall, banquet rooms for
conferences, wedding receptions
and other functions
* 7 leading cinemas at walking
distance
* Best of Mumbai’s saree shops and
other boutiques & shopping centre
round the corner

West End Hotel

45, New Marine Lines, Mumbai - 20

Tel: 2039121/2057484 Fax 91-22-2057506
E-mail: westhotel@vsnl.com

Website: www.westendhotelmumbai.com

porcelain painting among her hobbies, over 100 of the arti-
facts she has made adorn the resta wrant, lobby and the rooms,
“It took me almost two years to complete them,” she smiles,

For those who put a premium on privacy, the bungalows
are rented out per day, per week or per month. Dining at the
restaurant is not mandatory. The bungalows are suitable as
company guest houses or holiday homes, declares Meher.
Sherwood also targels corporate clientele with a fully car-
peted, air-conditioned conference hall which “can seat 150
people in theater style and about 60 in round table style,” Gaur
informs us, and has all the modem requirements of conferencing
in place. In the few months since it~ inauguration, the hotel has
also been booked by marriage paries, with the bridal couple,
families and friends enjoying the ¢ hange in venue from stuffy
marriage halls in a big city to the cool clime, outdoor barbeque
and expansive views of a hill station.

Mahabaleshwar was founded s a summer retreat by the
British in the 18205, and Zeubin’s family association with the
hill town dates back 106 years when the ancestral firm of
Adurjee and Brothers was established in 1896. Cousin of
Poona’s well-known racehorse owners and breeders Dr Cyrus
and Zavaray Poonawalla (Zeubin’s father Dhunjishaw and
Cyrus and Zavaray's father Soli being brothers), Zeubin’s
father changed his surname to Anklesaria when he was around
45 vyears old, she narrates. Adurjee and Brothers was a fine
departmental store where you could get everything, she adds.
The business prospered and encompassed running a house
agency. furniture hire and two hotels — Victoria Hotel (only
for British guests) and Race View Hall. The properties in
Poona and Mahabaleshwar were inherited by the different
branches of the family during subsequent generations.

Since it was her father’s wish that Adurjee and Brothers

With Best Compliments Of

HOSHANG J. BUCHIA & CO

ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

4/24, Tata Mills Co-op Housing Society Ltd
Elphinstone Road, Bombay 400012
Tel: 4112539
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Mr Jehangir N. Medhora & Mrs Jeroo J. Medhora
& Miss Zenobia J. Medhora & Mr Viraf J. Medhora
Wishing a Happy and Prosperous Pateti and Navroz

Mubarak to the Parsee community

JEHANGIR MEDICAL
ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES

ASSOCIATE COMPANIES
JEHANGIR ENGG ASSOCIATES

JV BIOMEDICS INTERNATIONAL

Tel No: Factory 4922782 /4930853 Fax: 91-022-4930853
Web-site: www .jehangirmedical.com E-mail: vilu@indy= com

PRODUCTS RANGE
Manufacturing Cautery Machine and
Physiotherapy Equipments

* ELECTROTHERM Portable 350 Watts Unit (Short Wave Diathermy)

* THERASONIC Portable Ultrasonic unit

* ELECTROMYODYNE STD-3 Muscle Stimulator
* FARADYNE Faradic Stimulator
* NEBULISER Portable .
* CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION UNIT (CPM) unit
* TRANSCUTANEOUS NEURONALGESIA (TENS)
* ELECTRONIC TRACTION FOR CERVICAL & LUMBAR
* TRACTION TABLE FOR TRACTION UNIT
* ELECTROSURGICAL CAUTERY ‘MEGATOM-MEGATOM CLASSIC-ACE-200-ACE-300

& BIPOLAR COAGULATOR (HAVING UNDERWATER FACILITY)

Pioneer in manufacturing of Physiotherapy and Electrosurgical
(Cautery) in our vast country.

All correspondence lo

Factory: Unit Ne 308 & 209, Bussa Heavy Industrial Estate, Off Ferguson
Road, Hanuman Lane, 5. N. Path, Lower Parel, Mumbai 400013
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should not be closed down for at least
100 years from inception, Zeubin con-
tinued to run it even after his demise in
1985. Functioning as house agenls
Adurjee and Brothers currently looks
after over 60 bungalows in
Mahabaleshwar, providing ser-
vices like payment of bills, prop-
erly maintenance, etc as per the
owners' requirements. In addi-
tion Zeubin runs a seven-room
lodging house in a new block
constructed there,

Adurjee are also the agents lor
the celebrated MAPRO
{Maharashtra Agricultural Pro-
duce) products— in atown where
the visitor is bombarded on every
street comer by colorful procla-
mations of the merits of jams and
jellies, syrups and squashes,
crushes and cordials, dessert toppings
and fruit-flavored ice creams!

Easy for the first-time visitor to lo-
cate because of Sherwood's many sign-
boards, luminescent in the dark, point-
ing the way, Meher and Zeubin credit
MNeville with doing much of the hard
work in this regard. Eldest son Danesh
has completed his BCom, is doing his
MBA and works with his father in Cham-
pion Jointings: the youngest Delna is in

R
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standard 10 in Cathedral and John
Connon School.

*My father took all his six brothers
into the business withhim,” says Meher,
with the lirst factory being established at
Andheri and subsequent ones at Dahisar,

The 106G-year-old firm of Adurjee and
Brothers (Photo: Hilla Guzder)

Vapi, Tarapur, Daman and near
Kamshet. “For my children, I have kept
joining the business as an open option,”
With both Danesh and Neville having
done their navar-martab ceremonies
from H. B. Wadia Atas Bahram, Neville
says he is very happy that the priestly
tradition continues in the family.
Commuting regularly between

Bombay and Mahabaleshwar, (“that's
the most difficult part,” Zeubin sighs),
the Palias give their fledghng Resort
their personal attention. Despite
Mahabaleshwar's many lures the
boating, the panoramic Points, the neat
rows of strawberries in the fields,
and the charm of its sibling
Panchgani — the linde town of
tableland and boarding schools set
amidst tall silver oaks, the tourist
traffic fluctuates. Events like the
_ Gujarat earthquake and the recent
riots there have affected the flow
of visitors to the hill station in the
last couple of years.

The Reson proposes to remain
open even during the heavy
Mahabaleshwar monsoons, speci-
fies Meher, as “everyone seems 1o
have found it a better idea to con-
tinue, albeit at reduced strength, during
the rains.” The hotel will soon be apply-
ing for its star rating.

Sherwood Resort can be contacted
on tel: 935-2168-61177/70070/70077/
70099 at Mahabaleshwar ortel: 8367311
Ext. 555/8381448/2581577/99, Fax
8381447 in Bombay. E-mail:
sherwoodresort@indiatimes.com
sherwoodresort@post.com Website:
www.sherwoodresorts.com

With compliments from

Autogenous Welding
and Repair

Company Private Limited

Mel Superweld
Private Limited

Boiler Plant and Pipework Engineers

63 Fergusson Road, Lower Parel, Mumbai 400013
Tel. 4927331, 4927332, 4929781, 4954403 Fax: (022) 4953671

E-mail: autogenous @vsnl.net
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BUSINESS

Cool 1n Cottons

Learning from past experience Behroze Singh of Jaipur has
succeeded in building up customer loyalty for her Cottons outlets

“The biggest problem when 1 started my
own business was loneliness. 1 had no
one 1o talk 10." Behroze Singh, whose
company Indiawear has under its um-
brella created Cotions as a brand and
retained that name for its two shops,
wias quoted in Everyday Entre-
prencurs, a 1 1th standard text-
book by Aruna Bhargava
brought out by Vikas Publish-
ing House Private Limited. The
10-page chapter profiles
Singh’s accomplishments and
experiences when starting her
shops — in Civil Lines, Jaipur
and in the Sanwshti Complex,
Delhi. Supplying her products
to stores in Bombay, Delhi
and Poona as also exporting to
the UK, Austria and Australia, customer
satisfaction is of prime importance Lo
Singh. She relates that initially her em-
ployees were mostly tailors and unskilled
workers who depended on her 1o solve
their problems. She couldn’t go to them
with hers. Working long hours and on
holidays as well, at first Singh had no life
except work. She needed someone 1o
discuss policy matters, someone (o con-
sult with regard to critical decisions she
had to make. As Coltons grew she was
able o hire one designer and then a
second one,

[tis important to have your own tailor-
ing unit. That way you can control the

quality of your products which is of

prime importance in any business. This
was among the important lessons Singh
had learnt during her 10 years at Anokhi,
an export business with retail slores.
Her list of regular customers may
include well-known socialites Shweta
Bachchan, Rajmata Gayatri Devi, Hema
Malini, Princess Bhargavi of Mewar,
Bhicoo Manekshaw... but the savvy
Singh, based in Jaipur, realized that
there was no point in selling one salwar
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Singh: comforts
for shoppers

Parinaz M. Gandhi

suit for thousands of rupees and then
nothing for two months. She opted to
keep her profit margins low so she
could have a high wrnover, Starting
with children’s clothes she then moved
on to men’s Indian clothing, both ca-
sual and dressy. women's
readymade salwar suits and
woven fabrics from south In-
- dia. Gradually her range ex-
' panded to include home fur-
nishings, tablecloths, bed
covers, handicrafls, jewelry
and such.

Marriage 10 Mrityunja
Singh, her peer at Bombay's
St Xavier's College, took
Behroze 1o Jaipur where she
was warmly welcomed by the
Rajput family. Her mother-in-law "Jane,’
the name given to her by her English
nanny who could not pronounce Prafulla
Kumari, ran a small export business and
encouraged Behroze 1o become an entre-
preneur too. But Behroze felt she first
needed to leam about running a business.

Jane's brother John (actually
Jitendra} and his British wife Faith then
used to run Anokhi and mentored many
aspiring entreprencurs in Jaipur, But
sometimes Anokhi had excess stocks or
theirconsignment was rejected for some
reason or the other so Behroze and
Mrityunja offered to start a retail store
to sell these surplus goods for Anokhi.
Around this time the Indian Air Force
intimated them of their shopping center

Santushti in Delhi and enquired if

Anokhi would be interested in cpening
a shop there. The timing was perfect.
Behroze and Mrityunja moved to Delhi
and started managing the retail store
which was a huge success with the
Anokhi products in great demand.
After a couple of years Mrityunja
left Anokhi and joined his mother's
export business while Faith and John

taught Behroze everything about run-
ning a business and made her director
with full authority and responsibility
for running Anokhi in Delhi. They al-
lowed her freedom to run the store the
way she wanted. She made mistakes
and she learned. Behroze worked hard
to expand the business to Bombay and
Poona. In Bombay she renovated an old
and crumbling Parsi home and con-
verted itinto abeautiful store for Anokhi
whilst maintaining the architectural
beauty of the original building, thereby
winning the heritage award. In Delhi
she started another store for Anokhi in
Khan Market.

When Faith and John decided to
retire and their children joined the busi-
ness, Behroze felt it was time for her to
move out on her own. Her father-in-law
Lt Gen Himmeth Singh bought her two
shops next to the Anokhi store which
she called Indiawear. She broke the
wall between the two shops and con-
verted them into one large store. Not
wanting to compete with Anokhi she
decided 10 sell children’s clothes but
soon realized that it had a limited mar-
ket. She bought another shop in Civil
Lines and called it Cottons, operating
under the same company name,
Indiawear. She looked at what Anokhi
was not doing. Anokhi specializes in
prints, she focussed on weaves. Anokhi
docs exports, she decided to cater Lo the
local market — from men's clothing, to
women's clothing to home furnishing,
the possibilities were infinite.

Behroze has some important guide-
lines for those seeking 1o start a busi-
ness:

*Train somewhere and gain experience
before starting out on your own. You
have to learn to work through the laby-
rinth of government bureaucracy for
licensing, insurance, sales tax, etc. There
is also much to learn aboul man man-
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Behroze Singh (right)

The interiors of her shop Cottons in
New Delhi (above) and (below) with
her family (from left) Vijay, Nandika
and Mritvunja

agement.
*Take an interest in your employees and
help them out in their time of need.
They will remain loyal to you. Never
argue with an employee in front of
others.

*Always pay your employees on time.
Pay your creditors within a week of
receiving their invoice.

*Keep good control over your finances.
Don’t leave it all to your accountant.
«[f your product does not sell, change it
but stay within your area of knowledge
and expertise.

*At first rent a place for your business
rather than buy. Cut down on decor but
spend on air-conditioning especially in
India where it is hot eight months of the
year. People like to go to air-condi-
tioned shops. When they are cool
and comfortable, they linger and
they buy. At her shops Behroze
has comfortable couches with
bright cushions for the conve-
nience of husbands!

Twice a month Behroze goes
to Delhi, which is just four hours
away from Jaipur, to supervise
the functioning of her outlet which
in her absence is managed by a
team of capable people. Regular
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contact over the phone and fax ensures
smooth coordination, she states.

“I think we Parsi women definitely
have an inborn sense of honesty, integ-
rity and sensitivity. We work hard and
do not look down on any work,” 41-
year-old Behroze comments on the spirit
of entrepreneurship among Parsi fe-
males. Her younger sister Parivaz with
her husband Ronnie run the Pearline
Hotel and a chikoo farm in Dahanu. She
gives credit to her maternal grandfather
Aderji Irani who had a flourishing flower

o L

chikoo farming in Dahanu. Bomn in
Bombay 10 Silloo and Kemas Irani,
Behroze is a product of Queen Mary
School. It was her mother who pushed
her into doing things, acknowledges
Behroze. “She sent me 1o practically
every class in town so by the time | got
married [ had done my typing and short-
hand from Davar's College. baking from
YWCA (Young Women's Christian
Association), computers from NIIT (Na-
tional Institute of Information Technol-
ogy), art and sewing classes... | even
worked briefly at Diner’s Club.”
Behroze and Mrityunja’s 16-year-
old son Vijay who s studying in the 1 Ith
standard at Mayo College, Ajmer plays
football at the district level and 15 a
budding golfer, reports the mother.
Twelve-year-old daughter Nandika
Kumari (all Rajput girls are called
Kumari) is in the
seventh standard at
the Maharani
Gayari Devi Girls
Schoaol in Jaipur,
“l read the
Mushkil aasaan
Behram yazad
story every Friday
whilst Vijay shells
the chana (grams).
My daughter says
the Yarha Ahu
Vairve every day.
: : My husband is not
particularly religious sothe children have
been exposed to a bit of all religions,”
states Behroze. 1 have a little prayer
space in my bedroom with pictures and
idols of assorted gods and goddesses
including Zarathushtra, Shirdi Sai Baba,
Mother Mary, Ganesh, Shiva, Hanuman
alongside photographs of my parents
and father-in-law who are no more. We
have the divo lit 24 hours a day and if |
am out of town, my husband and chil-
dren ensure it is always lit,” she adds.
The Parsi influence rubbed off on
their household is dhansak which “is
served at practically every party
and relatives from my husband’s
family regularly demand marghi
na farcha...” As for the Rajput
customs she hasimbibed, Behroze
touches her mother-in-law’s feet
every morning and again while
saying goodnight but she is not
expected to keep her head cov-
ered or wear traditional clothes
except at weddings “which is fun
continued on page 242
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Now, with UBI's Flexi Deposit Scheme you can just sit back and relax, while you enjoy the
high returns of a Fixed Deposit in your regular Savings Account. In other words, reap the best |
of both worlds! What's more, you get the convenience of a free ATM Card. |

Good people to bank with... you can say that again!

Eligibility : = All individuals eligible to open Savings A/C and to Non-Resident Indians who are eligible
to open account as per the existing rules. Amount of Deposit : « Minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/~ to be i
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CINEMA

e is of medium height, fair and
handsome. He is a well-known
model and actor, has a pleasant

disposition and is earning fabulously. A
matrimonial advertisement? No way.
We are talking about 10-year-old
Parzaan Dastur who has played small
roles in films such as Kuch Kuch Hora
Hai (Something or the other happens),
Zubeida, Mohabbarein, Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham,

He also received offers for bigger
roles in other films but that would mean
missing 301040 days of schooling which
was not acceptable to his parents
Maharukh and Tehmiton. Says Maha-
rukh: “Although he had tiny roles in the
films he has so far acted in, those were
big banners and were shot during vaca-
tion time. We want our child to give first
priority to studies. It is only under un-
avoidable circumstances or in a dire
emergency that Parzaan would be al-
lowed tomiss school for acting.” Parzaan
studies in standard six at 5t Mary’s High
School (ICSE), Mazagaon.

Parzaan’s upcoming films are Kefira
Hai Dil Bar Bar starring Jimmy Shergill
and Kim Sharma, the shooting of which
took place in the US. The shoot was for
four days only but Tehmton and
Maharukh took the opportunily 1o see
the US and stayed there for a month,
Another film to be released is a
children’s film, Haathi Ka Anda. pro-
duced by the Children’s Film Society
where Parzaan (Kinto) plays the lead
role. The movie brings out his relation-
ship with Vallabh Vyas (Baba), the
owner of a raddi (secondhand dealer)
shop.

Parzaan ko
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai

Rashna Ardesher

Parzaan has also acted in a couple of
episodes of the television serials,
Sanjivani and Rishte, and has been co-
anchor with Divya Duttaon Doordarshan
in Hum Tum Ek Camere Mein Bandh
Ho, a weekly show. He is a regular on
the advertising scene 100,

Yarzaan was interested in dancing
and singing from early childhood. As a
two-and-a-half-vear-old, he would ca-
vort at home in front of the mirror. At
the age of three, Parzaan participated in
a fancy dress competition at the New
Activity School as an onion and potato
vendor. A year later he joined Meher
Jehangir's elocution classes. One day,
Kashmira Vazifdar, Maharukh's sister,
who assists Jehangir, received a call
from White Light Productions. They
wanted a few children to dub the 51l Jam
advertisement. Parzaan was one of the
many sent for the purpose. He was not at
all nervous. But, surprisingly, Maharukh
and Tehmton were: “We were anxious
that he should perform well and behave
well. Although never a mischievous
child, supposing he wasn’t able to per
form? Afer all, a child’s a child...”
But the production house was so
impressed by Parzaan’s manner of
singing jingles and reciting a few
lings that they not only selected
his voice, but also asked for
some of his photographs
for fulure advertising cam-
paigns.

Thus began Parzaan’s journey
in the advertising/modelling world,
Within a month he got offers {rom
White Light Productions for do-
ing advertisements for Polaroid,

Child artiste Parzaan Dastur has acted
in several Bollywood blockbusters as well as
popular television serials

BPL and Whirlpool. However, the roles
were very small. Parzaan’s most re-
markable role in the advertising world
is for White Light Production’s Dhara
advertisement which shows a happy
child eating delectable jalebis fried in
Dhara oil. At one o'clock on the day of
the shoot Maharukh, a sofiware pro-
gramer with ICICI Infotech Limited,
received a frantic call at her office from
White Light Productions, who were
desperately in need of a small boy to do
this advertisement, reguiring a subsu-
tute at the nth hour. They requested
Maharukh o get Parzaan immediately
afierschoolat 1.30 p.m. Recalls Parzaan:
“I was so hungry after school that [
gobbled all the jalebis on the plate!”
Parzaan loves jalebis. Mo wonder Dhara
is his favorite advertisement! It gave
Parzaan such a good exposure that soon
he started receiving calls from other
production houses such as UTV, Candid
Creations... for advertisements for
Pepsodent. Johnson's Kids soap,
Kelvinator, Splash Candy, ' Cold, etc.
The Dhara advertise-
ment also opened up a
new avenue for little

Parzaan — Bolly-

wood. The boy sun-

doubted potential

brought several of-
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NO FAST FOOD
NO JUNK FOOD

ONLY GOOD FOOD

1. Swi h (Tel: 6817413)

Fondu, Raclette. Rostl, etc. We alse serve Indian food.
Lunch/Dinner throughout the week

2. Greenfields Jazz Garden (Tel: 6817412)
ltalian, Mexican and regicnal Indian culsing.
Live music on Wednesdays. Saturdays and Sundays

3. Salg Thai (Tel: 6817414)
Authentic Thal served to you by a Thal Chef.
Numerous inputs are grown at our farm. (Tuesday closad)

4. Golconda (Tel: 6817415)
Senving speciality Hydercbadi Food
5. Monalisa (Tel: 6818883)

Authentic italian cuisine

&. Toro’s - Spanish Restaurant (opening shortly)
Authentic Spanish cuisine

7. Firepits and Pizzas (Tel: 6833573)

Our Ethnic Indian Cooking in Firepits with a fuslon of
People’s Pizza of high quality and low price... Rs 20/- only

[ e e e —— — —— — — e e e e — — — — — — — . S — ———— S S S — —— —

MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS AND LOTS OF CHEESE
Available at our dairy and three shops :-

1. Dairy :- 5. No. 35/36, Koregacn Park, Ghorpadi Tel: 6876555
2. Shop - 95 M. G. Road Tel: 6348438
3. Shop :- Brij Bhavan, Salunke Vihar Road, Kondhwa Tel: 6833573
4. Shop::- Stall No. 80 & 81, Shivaji Market, Pune Camp Tel: 6356019

» A.B.C. Farms Dairy Parlour 281182

» Cantorian - Thai Restaurant 281875
+ Arabian Nights - Opening shortly
Restaurant and Bar 281653

Address: No. 1/281, Gaurovaddo, Calangute, Bardez,
Goa 403515 » Fax: (0832) 281181

Visit us at www.abcfarmsindia.com
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{From left) 1si row: Parzaan in New York with Maharukh, Tehmion and

iR

Rushad; off 10 school with Rushad; 2nd row: Shooting for the Tata Tea adver-
tisement with Juhi Chawla; with Shahrukh Khan and Rushad on the sets of
Kabhi Khushi Kabhic Gham; in the Jolmson's Kids soap advertisement

fers for acting in films. But Tehmion
and Maharukh were very firm about
Parzaan nol missing a single day of
school. So things didn’t work out. Soon,
however, came the offer for acting in
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai starring Shahrukh
Khan and Kajol. Director Karan Johar
of Dharma Productions had noticed
Parzaan in the Dhara advertisement. The
production house took a few photographs
of Parzaan, and Johar approved of him.
The shoot was conveniently timed in the
month of May when Parzaan had his
school holidays. Parzaan fondly recalls:
“We really had fun in Ooty. We were a
hundred children in all. They (i.e.
Dharma Productions) had cordoned off
the whole area and employed security
guards, Since the land was barren, even
the grass was put there by them!
Shahrukh Khan also played with us on
the sets. There were small cottages built
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for us. There were lots of books, games
and soft toys to keep us occupied when
there was no shooting.” To date, his best
actor (and friend!) is Shahrukh Khan
and best actress, Kajol.

Enacting the role of a Sardar child at
a summer camp, Parzaan was shown
counting stars. When this writer jok-
ingly enquired whether he was really
counting the stars in the sky, Parzaan,
with a twinkle in his eyes, said: "My
shooting was at 8.00 p.m. But there were
hardly one or two stars in the sky. The
stars they showed, including the falling
meleor, were computerized.”

Apart from Qoty, there was another
place, far distant, from which Parzaan
didn’t feel like returning — Salzburg,
Austria, where he was acting for the
Donear Suitings advertisement for 10
days in the month of May.

Despite the showbiz, Parzaan is very

well mannered. He has been mobbed
several times on the roads, but never
does he misbehave or get iritated. He
smiles, shakes hands and talks to people
(until and unless they ask stupid ques-
tions)!

No special attention 15 given o
Parzaan, either in the house or in school.
It is only when his schoolmates see him
in a good advertisement that they re-
mark noticing him on television. But,
yes, he is thoroughly pampered on the
sets. Says Maharukh: “He is offered
Pepsi, chocolates and other goodies.
Even if he asks for something and if it 1s
not available on the sets, one of the unit
persons goes out of his way to go and get
it for him. Therefore, it is important o
maintain a balance at home so that he
remains down-to-earth and does not have
any airs about himself. After all, all this
is very short-lived.”
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Parzaan balances his studies and act-
ing career quite well. His day starts at
seven in the morning, he leaves for
school at eight. After school, it is on 1o
maternal grandmother Silloo Patel's
house at Khareghat Colony at 4.15 p.m.
when after some homework he plays
with Colony friends. At 6.30 p.m. either
parent picks him up to go 1o Ness Baug
where he resides with his parents and
father's maasi, Meher Mody. Then it's
more study under Maharukh’s supervi-
sion, or piano practice, watching TV,
playing games on the CD or funtime
with younger brother Rushad, studying

Hailing from a family
of priests, Parzaan is
working towards
becoming a navar,
studying the navar
prayers with his
grandfather

in 5t Mary's High School in standard
one.

Scoring more than 85 percent marks
in his siudies, Parzaan’s favorile sub-

jects are maths and sci-
ence. He takes part in
school dramas and con-
ducts assemblies. Be-
sides elocution where he
has passed three Trinity
College examinations,
Parzaan has already ap-
peared for one Trinity
College pianoforte exam
under Sabrina Billimo-
ria’s wtelage, standing
first amongst 104 st-
dentsin Bombay in2001.
No wonder, he wants (0
become a music director
when he grows up!
Mohammed Rafi and
Kishore Kumar's songs
are his favorites. He also
enjoys watching child-
ren's filmsin Englishand
Hindi or reading.
Hailing from a family of priests,
Parzaan is working towards becoming 2
navar, studying the navar prayers at
home under the able guidance of his
grandfather, Pesi Dastur, a priest him-
self, and his father, who is not only a
priest, but is senior accounts officer
with Sight Savers International.
Parzaan's initiation as a navar will be a

Four-vear-old Parzaan in
his first advertisement for
Polaroid Camera

couple of years later at
the Iranshah. Tehmton
remarks: “We tell him
that prayers are very im-
portant. He is too young
just now. But I am sure
he will gradually under-
stand the value of
prayers towards his be-
coming a better human
being.” Parzaan’s inspi-
ration are both his mom
and dad who, in spite of
their hectic work sched-
ule, accompany him on
shoots.

As a child artiste
grows, offers often star
waning. There are few
accolades, people may
not even recognize the
artiste and the child may
fade into oblivion. But
Parzaan is not at all worried: *1 don’t
think I'm going to miss it. [ know that it
is just a passing phase and all this will
be for a few years only, at least so far as
my connections with Bollywood go.
Now, as studies get heavier by the day,
it is time for me 1o concentrate more on
them rather than on films. After all, 1
wanl to become something in life.”

Jal’s

PDetective and Protection Services
(Jals Consultancy Services
Security Consultants and Confidential Fnvestigations

Founded By

Jal B. Contractor

Dy. Commissioner of Police, Mumbai (Retd.)

We provide:

Security Guards * Body Guards (armed and unarmed) * Cash and valuable escorts
Disciplined and experienced personnels

Office: Jer Baug, 293, Dr Ambedkar Road, Byculla, Mumbai 400027
Tel: 3770094, 3770235, 3775707 Fax: 3770233
E-mail: jals@bomS5.vsnl.netin = Website: hip:fwww,webseva.com/cofjalsdetective.im
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FOOD

Far Eastern cuisine - 1

The control of the heat, cutting of the ingredients, aroma and taste
are critical to Far Eastern cuisine, says the author

The peaple of each country belicve that
their cuisine is the best and most unique.
While one may prefer one’s own cui-
sine, yet one can’t surely be so parochial
as 1o believe that it is the best in the
world! There are so many distinctive
and sophisticated cuisines that a
prejudiced palate is surely miss-
ing outon alotof pleasure in this
world.

It is essential to have a feel of
a country before writing on the
subject of food. As the Chinese
say, food is of the first impor-
tance. and one can never really
do justice to the cuisine of a
couniry unless one has been
there. L have consulted at least 30
books on this subject and feel
quite overwhelmed by it all.

The cuisines of China, Japan,
Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia,
Cambaodia, the Philippines and Indone-
sia have been clubbed together as Far
Eastern cuisine. This could well be be-
-ause they have certain ingredients in
common, like Hoisin sauce, oyster sauce,
light and dark soy sauce (the light one is
used mainly in Japan), fish sauce —
called nam pla in Thailand, prohok in
Cambodia, nuoc mam in Vietnam and
myolchichorin Korea, Though Far East-
e cuisine has been influenced by In-
dian, Muslim, Dutch, British and French
cuisines, China because of its huge land
mass has dominated it for a long time.
As food tastes in the world are getting
more adventurous, each individual cui-
sine is now gelting its due importance.,

In all Far Eastern food, the control of
the heat, cutting of the ingredients, aroma
and taste play a predominant role. As
cutting affects color, aroma and taste,
this is a very important aspect. Slicing,
dicing, shredding, cubing, mincing and
puréeing of ingredients are what gives a
dish 1ts characteristics. Flavorings are
sweet, sour, pungent, fragrant and bit-
Ler.

Rice and noodles are used in differ-
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ent forms in all these countries, along
with chillies, which were brought in by
the Portuguese. Lemon grass, galangal,
coconut, wheat and rice wrappers,
sambal and balchu are all parts of differ-
ent cuisines. Pork is the favorite meat

Dim Sum, Hong Kong's favorite
breakfast or lunch Photos counesy Hong
Keng Tourist Association

eaten in all but the countries dominated
by Istam. While there are many varieties
of rice grown in the different regions,
white glutinous rice is grown and con-
sumed almost throughout Southeast
Asia.

The first instalment in this series of
Far Eastern cuisine carries recipes from
China, Japan and Thailand while the
subsequent instalment in the September
issue will carry recipes from Korea, Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Cambodia, Philippines
and Indonesia,

China
I was once presented with a Chinese
cookbook by their embassy while I was
the catering consultant at the India Inter-
national Centre in Delhi. The very first
words were ‘The epicurean civilization
isin China.” Butthe polite and courteous
people that they are, the book said these
words were written by a foreign travel-
ler.

Teawas ‘invented’ in Chinaand isan

indispensable part of their daily life,
They drink it before and after meals, but
never during one. The word tea is de-
rived from dih, the tea plant and they call
the drink cha hence chai in the Indian
subcontinent, Tea-drinking in China,
Japanand Vietnamis devoted
to a ceremony laden with in-
tellectual meanings and aes-
thetic significance.

The different varieties of
tea and the flavored teas are
brewed in the teacup and re-
filled with hot water when it
is two-thirds empty. Thissec-
ond infusion has the best fla-
VOr.

The Chinese keep a bal-
ance between foods that are
cool — yin, and heaty food
— yang, very similar to our
own traditions.

Most of our readers have numerous
recipe books on Chinese cooking, and
s0 have I, but I must make mention of a
delightful Chinese cookbook 1 have
come across, called Chinese Gastronomy
by Hstang Ju Lin and Tsuifent Linthey,
the wife and daughter respectively of
Lin Yutsang, the famous and eminent
Chinese writer and artist.

Since most of the Parsiana readers
must be well versed in cooking Chinese
dishes, I have chosen some unusual ones
and I hope you enjoy them.

I am giving you a recipe for a cream
stock. It is used in making soups and
other dishes. I find it s0 good that | feel
it should be just drunk by itself. You can
make it, freeze it as small ice cubes, and
then use it as required. Don’t be alarmed
by the ingredients. It is laborious but
worth the time,

The following steps should be taken

for a perfect result:
*Breaking the bones: The bones are bro-
ken into 2-inch pieces, thus the marrow
is exposed to cooking. The ribs and the
thigh and drumstick bones are richest in
MEATOW.
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*Slashing the meat: Permits the juices of meat and marow 1o
enter the stock.
+Removal of scum: Most important for the final result. Bring
the liquid 1o the boil, lower heat, simmer and keep removing
the scum as it is formed.
*Rinsing: Now this is unusual. 1 have never heard of this
method before. This is done because the meat juices coagulate
on boiling and clog the meat, which prevents other juices
coming into the stock. Rinsing and rubbing the meat in cold
walter unclogs it and releases the other juices. This procedure
thus helps a second lot of juices 1o come oul inta the stock,
This rinsing water is added to the stock at a later stage.
*Simmering: This is important, as the flavor of the stock
comes out from the meat juices by simmering. After this stage
the meat is discarded and only the bones are retained to
complete the cooking of the stock.
*Removal of fat floating on top: The richness of the soup
comes out from the suspended [at, but the excess is removed
as it floats on top of the soup.
*Rapid boiling: This is done in this particular recipe. [t should
not be done for ordinary stocks. Generally after a stock comes
to the boil, the heat should be reduced and the stock surface
should be moving gently — smiling — as | used to tell my
students. The boiling resulis in a creamy quality; hence its
name. The stock is not actually milky, but golden and rich. If
the liquid is reduced too much during rapid boiling, add the
rinsing water, filtered through a fine cloth,
*Finishing the stock: filter through a muslin cloth.
*Use of stock: The rich stock sets on cooling and can be kept
refrigerated for a few days or frozen for further use. Itis best
to use it aday after it is made so thatall the rich flavors are well
absorbed,

Note: I would use this method for all stocks, except for the
step of rapid boiling, as we usually want our stocks clear.

CREAM STOCK

(makes 1 liter)

Duck ¢/, kg)

Chicken (2 kg)

Pork rib bones (%4 kg)

Pork fillet (350 g — undercut or tenderloin)

Spring onions (3 large — sliced)

Ginger (50 g — sliced)

Separate and cut all joints into 2-inch pieces and slash flesh of
duck and chicken. Place all ingredients in a large pan with 6
cups of water. Bring to boil, skim off scum as it rises to the
surface, lower heat and simmer for 15 minutes. Place 6 cups
cold water in another large pan. Remove stock from heatand
put a few pieces of meat and bone at atime in the cold water.
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skimming constantly. Meanwhile bring
the rinsing water slowly to the baoil,
skimming off the scum as it forms, and
cool.

Strain the stock and return it to the
pan. Remove the meat from the bones
and discard the meat. Remove fat from
the face of the stock and return all bones
to the stock. Bring 1o boil and boil cov-
ered for 2% hours to reduce stock by
evaporation. Add portions of the rinsing
water every half hour. Place a fine mus-
lin or cheesecloth over a clean pan and
gently ladle the stock intoit. There should
be about 2 cups. Add about 2 cups of

An Oriental spread

walter to the bones,
bring to boil, filter the
liquid through the
clothinto the same pan
to mix the 2 stocks to-
gether. Cool, allow the
stock o set and care-
fully remove the film
of fat on top. Add salt
if needed.

SPINACH IN
CREAM STOCK
(serves 0)

Spinach (Y2 kg)

Water (12 cups)

Cream stock (1 liter)

Blanch spinach in boiling water. Drain
immediately and rinse under cold water
until thoroughly cold. Wring out leaves
thoroughly and cut into half-inch pieces.
Wring again. Heatcream stock, add spin-
ach, heat through and serve.

FRENCH BEANS WITH GARLIC
(serves 6-8)

0il (2 tbsp)

Garlic (3 cloves — crushed)

French beans (Y2 kg — trimmed and cut

into 2-inch pieces)

Soy sauce (4 tsp)

Sugar (1 tsp)

Diry sherry (1 thsp)

Heat oil in a frying pan and sauté garlic

for a few minutes. Add beans and stir to

coat with garlic and oil. Sauté for 1-2

minutes. Add soy sauce and cook for 2

minutes. Stirin sugar and sherry, reduce

heat and cook for about 10 minutes until

French beans are tender, but crisp.
Excellent served cold.

BAMBOO SHOOTS WITH
MUSHROOMS

(serves &)

This recipe is from Couwrt Dishes from
China by Su Chung.

Soya bean oil (18 thsp)

Bamboo shoots (%, kg)

Ginger (5 tsp — chopped)

Garlic (3 1sp — chopped)

Mushrooms (350 g — julienned or
sliced)

Soy sauce (9 tbsp)

Sugar (1% tsp)

Water ( 1%z cups)

Bring 15 tbsp oil to just below smok-
ing point in a wok or frying pan and
fry bamboo shoots for 1-2 minutes
over high heat, stirring briskly. Re-

FARROKH KHAMBATA

CATERING & ALLIED
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move from pan. Add ginger and garlic
lo the pan and fry for a few seconds.
Stirin bamboo shoots and mushrooms
and cook for | minute. Add soy sauce,
sugar and water, stir well and bring to
boil. Lower heat to moderate and sim-
mer uncovered until very little liquid
remains.
serve hot or cold.

VELVET CHICKEN

(serves 4-0)

Strong chicken stock (6 cups)

Spring onions (4 — chopped)

Ginger (about 30 g — 4 slices)
Chicken (about 1¥2 kg — trussed)

il (as needed)

Bring stock to boil with spring onions
and ginger. Immerse chicken, breast-
side down and bring to boil quickly.
Cover immediately, remove from heal
and cool 1o room temperature. Leave at
oo '[L'I‘.Ill)l_‘r.'.i[llrl..‘ rﬂl’ 5-0hours or over-
night. Remove chicken from pan, drain
well and remove trussing string. Rub oil
very lightly overchicken and chill to set
the juices in. Cut into small preces and
serve with any of the sauces given be-
low,

SESAME SOY SAUCE

Soy sauce (5 thsp)

Chinese sesame oil (1 thsp)

Mono sodium glutamate (Y2 1sp — op-
tional)

Mixall ingredients together. Spoon sauce
over chicken.

OYSTER SAUCE

Oyster sauce (4 thsp)

Chicken stock (3 thsp)

Sugar (22 tsp)

Oil (4 thsp)

Mix all ingredients together. Stir until
sugarisdissolved and pour over chicken.

GINGER SAUCE

Spring onions (2 tbsp — chopped)

Young ginger (tender, withoul fibers, 2

tbsp — finely chopped)

Salt (1 sp)

Qil (4 thsp)

Mix together all ingredients except the

oil. Put o1l in another pan and heat to just

below smoking point. Pour oil over the

remaining ingredients and allow to stand

for 15 minutes. Spoon over the chicken.,
These dips can be used over any

vegelables — blanched or raw.

Japan

Japanese cuisine is uniguely refined,
subtle in flavor and extremely Fastidi-
ous. Denved from Chinese cuising, it
has over the centuries evolved its own
style. The main factors here are aes-
thetic eye-appeal, freshness of the raw
materials, preserving of the natural Ma-
VOIS,

Freshness is highly prized, and thisis
as it should be. I have never been able to
understand the recent trend of the newly
rich people who spend vast sums of
money on food that is out of season and
therefore tasteless as well.

Theoutstanding characteristics of the
cuisine are the tiny-sized portions, along
with their artistic platers and serving
dishes. Culinary artistry 15 115 greatest
attribute and cooking seasonal ingredi-
ents the keynote.

The Japanese prefer to retain the in-
dividual tastes of the ingredients used,
rather than merging their flavors, and
are very particular about the presenta-
tion and appearance of a finished dish.
Sushi, of course, is one of their famous
snacks.

This cuisine is greatly appreciated by

* Brun pav

» Spanish Buns at:

YAZDANI BAKERY

CAWASJI PATEL STREET, FORT, MUMBAI 400001 TEL.: 2870739

Your Daily Bread

» Mawa cakes,
e Shrewsburry biscuits,
 Seven grain bread,

* Apple pie,
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people who have a delicate palate.

CHAWAN MUSHI

(serves 6)

This is a most delightful soup.

Dashi (3 cups — see below)

Light soy sauce (2 tsp)

Mirin (sweel rice wine or sweel wine,
preferably white — 2 tsp)

Salt (a pinch)

Eggs (8 — beaten until blended)

Bean sprouts (50 g)

Chicken breasts (2 — boiled, skinned
and cut into large dice)

Prawns (12)

Dried white mushrooms (6 — prefer-
ably shitake mushrooms, soaked for 30
minutes, drained and sliced)

Snow peas (12)

Pickled shredded ginger, for garnish
(see alongside)

Bring dashi, soy sauce, wine and salt
o boil. Remove from heat and cool,
Mix with beaten eggs and divide mix-
ture into 6 ramekin dishes. Add bean
sprouts and chicken pieces to each
dish. Position 2 prawns in ¢ach dish so
that their tails are above the mixture.
Place the snow peas and mushrooms
on top of the custard. Place ramekins

in a large baking tray and pour water
into the tray to come halfway up the
ramekins. Bake in a medium oven at
180°C (350°F) for 15-20 minutes or
steam for 15 minutes until the custard
is firm and cooked. Garnish with pick-
led shredded ginger.

DASHI

{makes 3 cups)

Dried bointo flakes (30 g)

Kelp (4-inch piece)

Water (3 cups)

Lightly score the bointo flakes with a
knife and put into a pan with the kelpand
waler. Place pan on high heat and re-
move from heat just before it starts to
boil. Use as required.

Note: You can use fish stock in place
of dashi, or use 3 cups chicken stock
combined with 2 tbhsp fish sauce, but
don’t tell a Japanese cook that you have
used these as a substitute!

PICKLED SHREDDED GINGER
Ginger (100 g — grated)

Lime juice to cover ginger

Salt and sugar 1o taste

Mix all ingredients together and keep
bottled in a glass jar in the sun for about

aweek. Store in arefrigerator and use as
required.

TEKKA MAKI (A VEGETARIAN
SHUSH! DISH)
Dried seaweed (5 sheets — you can get
them in sheets or discs)
Sushi rice (3 cups — see below)
Wasabi (horseradish — 1 thsp)
Cucumber (1 small — finely sliced)
Place seaweed on a sheet of brown pa-
per or foil or cling film, or better still a
bamboo mat for rolling. Spread a layer
of rice on it then spread a litle wasabi
over the rice, Cover with sliced cucum-
ber. Roll and cut the roll into 1-inch long
roundels. Arrange on a dish and serve.
Mote: Wasabi is available in pow-
dered form in tins or in a paste in tubes,
If using the powder, mix with an equal
quantity of water and stand for five
minutes before use. The tube should be
refrigerated and the powder can stay
indefinitely. Our (Indian) horseradish
and the Japanese one are similar in pun-
gency but the flavors are not the same.

SUSHI RICE
Sushi rice is used in the famous sushi
dishes. The rice is unlike our basmati

World class fresh frozen meat and ready to
cook items: Chicken Biryani, Samosa,
Tikka, Seekh Kabab, Burger,

Mutton: Samosa, Seekh Kabab, Burger,
Vegetable: Samosa, Burger, Spring Roll,
Paneer Samosa, Green-peas

More than 8,000 shops in eight countries

stock AL-KABEER Products

Now available in Bombay, Delhi, Madras,
Bangalore, Pune, Goa, Lonavala and Hyderabad

Al-Kabeer Exports Ltd

91, Jolly Maker Chombers Mo 2, Nariman Point, Bombay 400021
Tel: 2025768/2029361 Telefax: 2028475/2836897 E-mail: alkabeer@bomd.vsnl.net.in
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“Happy and Prosperous
New Year”
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Homi K. Sidhwa
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rice. Use any short, round-grained rice.
Rice (short, round-grained — 2% cups)
Water (3 cups)

Vinegar mixture (see below)

Wash rice under running water until the
water runs clear, Drain in a strainer for
one hour. Place rice in a pan with a tight
fitting lid. Add water and bring to boil.
Reduce heat and boil for three minutes.
Lower heat further and cook for 12-15
minutes more. Remove from heat and
take offthe lid. Cover withacleanclothor
towel, replace the lidand keep aside for 15
minutes. Place rice in a thali or large
serving plater. Spread out the rice 1o
separate the grains, sprinkle with vinegar
mixture and mix lightly. Do not add too
much liquid to the rice, as it should not be
mushy.

VINEGAR MIXTURE

Rice vinegar (5 tbsp)

Mirin (sweet rice wine — | thsp)
Sugar (3 thsp)

Salt (2 sp)

Combine all ingredients and cook over
gentle heat until sugar has dissolved.
Remove from heat and cool. Use as
required.

VEGETABLE TEMPURA

(serves 6-8)

il for deep-frying

Carrots (2 — peeled and cut into 2%%-
inch long and Y-inch wide strips)
White radish (1 long — peeled and cut
into 2%-inch long and Y%-inch wide
strips)

French beans (round variety, 100 g —
trimmed and cut into 2%2-inch pieces)
Cauliflower florets (1 cup)

Broccoli florets (1 cup)

Small whole okra (bhindi — 2 cups)
Batter

Flour (2 cups)

lce-cold water (2 cups)

Egg yolks (2 — beaten until blended)
Sali (a pinch)

Combine all ingredients for the bat-
ter. Heat oil in a wok or kadhai. Fry
one type of vegetable at a time. Dip

the pieces in the batter and fry until

crisp. Do not fry more than 4-5 pieces
at a time. Drain well and place in a
strainer lined with brown paper. Serve
with a dipping sauce.

MNote: Prawns may be cooked in the
same way. Shell them but keep the
tails on. Cut down the length in the
center and devein. Spread out the two
sides and make four cuts on either
side to flatten them. Dip in scasoned

flour first, and then in the batter and
deep-fry.

GOMA-JOYU (SOY SAUCE
WITH SESAME SEEDS)

White sesame seeds (3 thsp — dry-
roasted and ground into a paste)

Soy sauce (1 cup)

Combine both ingredients just before
serving and use as required.

Thailand

The cooking of Thailand is outstanding.
The Thais have made themselves fa-
mous with their sauces. Their cuisine is
influenced by Szechwan, Malaysian,
South Indian and Arabian cuisines, but
with all these influences, they have de-
veloped a cuisine of their own,

Nem pla, the fish sauce and nam prik,
the chilli sauce, coconut milk, fresh cori-
ander, chillies, kaffir and basil leaves are
the characteristic ingredients here.

The Thais are famous for their artis-
tically carved and crafted fruit and veg-
etables. Some of their food, like the red
and green curries, can be quite spicy, but
still retain their own distinct Mavors,
Riceisserved withall dishes, but noodles
are consumed as much as rice. They are
sold by street-hawkers with a variety of
hot soups which are seasoned and fla-
vored with nam pla and nam prik, by the
customer.

PAD THAI
NOODLES)
{serves 6-8)
Qil (8 thsp)
Garlic (4-6 cloves — finely chopped)
Lemon or lime juice (4 thsp)

Fish sauce (3 thsp)

Oyster sauce (2 thsp)

Chilli powder (1 1sp)

Sugar (1 tsp)

Peanuts (4 tbsp — roasted, chopped)
Dried ground shrimps (4 thsp)

Dry rice noodles (250 g — soaked in
waler for 20 minutes until soft, then
drained)

Eggs (2 — beaten until blended)

Bean sprouts (60 g)

Spring onions (4 — chopped)

Chinese cabbage (150 g — shredded)
Carrot (1 large — julienned)
Coriander leaves (50 g — chopped)
Lime wedges for garnish

Heat oil in a wok or kadhai. Add garlic
and stir-fry until golden. Add lemon or
limejuice, fish sauce, oystersauce, chilli
powder, sugar, peanuts, shrimps and
noodles. Mix well and add eggs, stirring

(THAI FRIED
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till well incorporated. Add all veg-
etables. Stir-fry for 1-2 minutes and
remove from heat. Add coriander
leaves and serve garnished with
wedges of lime.

SATTAY

(serves 6)

Sauay is cooked using different flavors
in most Far Eastern countries.
Coriander seeds (2 tsp)

Cumin seeds (2 tsp)

Chicken breasts (6 large)

Light soy sauce (4 thsp)

Salt (1-2 1sp)

Qil (8 thsp)

Curry powder (2 tbsp)

Turmeric powder (1 thsp)

Coconut milk (240 ml)

Dry roast individually, coriander and
cumin seeds, taking care not to bum them,
Keepshaking the pantoroastthemevenly.
Cool and powder finely. Cut chicken
breasts into slices lengthwise, about 3-
inch long and a Y4-inch thick. Combine all
ingredients and marinade the chicken for
eight hours or overnight. Preheat an elec-
tric or charcoal grill (charcoal is best).
Thread the chicken pieces on wooden
sattay sticks, or any other wooden sticks
soaked in water for four hours, drained
and dried. Thread two pieces of chicken
per stick. Thread them in and outasifyou
were seaming a piece of cloth or gathering
material. Grill until the chickenis cooked,
basting with the leftover marinade. Use a
brush todo thisand keep tuming the sticks
so that the pieces are well browned. Do
not overcook, as overcoocked chicken
breasts tend to get tough. It should take
about 5-8 minutes. Serve with peanut
sauce and cucumber pickle.

Note: Vegetarians, do not despair!
Use paneer, red and green capsicum
and baby onions. Cut paneer and cap-
sicum into 1-inch chunks and thread
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them onto the sticks after marinating
in the same paste for one hour, Grill
for 4-5 minules.

PEANUT SAUCE

Oil (4 tbsp)

Garlic (6 cloves — finely chopped)
Red curry paste (2 thsp — see below, or
you can buy it ready-made in packels)
Chicken or vegetable broth (1 cup)
Coconut milk (1 cup)

Sugar (2 tbsp)

Salt (1-2 1sp)

Lime juice (2 thsp)

Peanuts (12 tbsp — roasted and ground
Lo a paste) or peanut butter

Heat oil in a frying pan until hot. Add
garlic and fry until golden. Lower
heat a little and add curry paste. Mix
well and cook for 2-3 seconds. Add
broth and stir for about 1 minute. Stir
in coconut milk, sugar, salt and lime
juice and stir well for another minute.
Mix well in peanut paste or peanul
butter. Remove from heat, pourinto a
bowl and serve with satlay.

RED CURRY PASTE

Dried red chillies (10 — seeded and
broken into small pieces)

Coriander seeds (1 thsp — ground)
Cumin seeds (| thsp — ground)

White pepper (1 tsp — ground)

Garlic (2 thsp — chopped)

Lemon grass(2stalks— finely chopped)
Coriander roots (2 thsp — flinely
chopped. Our roots are not so long, 50
use a bit of the stems as well)

Lime leaves (1 tsp — finely chopped or
| tsp finely grated lime rind)

Galangal or ginger (l-inch piece —
chopped)

Shrimp paste (2 tsp)

Salt (1 tsp)

Grind all ingredients to a fine paste and
use as required,

With Best
Compliments From

M/s PATEL
PLASTIC
CORPORATION

4/5, New Nandu Industrial
Estate, Mahakali Caves
RBoad, Andheri (East)
Bombay 400093

Tel Mo. 6BT3754/6870315
Fax: 6518961
E-mail: Silloo@bom2.vsnl.netin

KAO-MAN-SOM-TOM (PAPAYA
RELISH)

Dried red chillies (1-2)

Small green chillies (4-5)

Garlic (10 cloves)

Black pepper (1 tsp)

Jaggery (2 thsp)

Fish sauce (2 thsp)

Tamarind water (2 thsp)

Lime juice (2-3 thsp)

Dried ground shrimps (¥2 cup)

Raw papaya (4 cups — chopped)
Lettuce leaves for serving

Seed red chillies and soak in water for 10
minutes, Grind together red and green
chillies, garlic and peppercoms to a fine
paste. Add jaggery, fish sauce, tamarind,
lime juice and shrimps. Gently pound the
papaya and mix with remaining ingre-
dients. Serve on a bed of lettuce leaves.

Bhicoo J. Manekshaw, a graduate of the
prestigious Cordon Bleu
School of Cookery, Lon-
don and author of Tradi-
tonal Recipes of India
and Parsi Food and Cusg-
foms, has been associ-
ated with many haute
cuising organizations in

the country.



Wishing all Parsis a very
Happy New Year
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“This monumental work’

The most complex and ambitious publishing effort in the
community culminated with the launch in London and Bombay
of the seven kilogram tome, A Zoroastrian Tapestry

The jam packed audience in the Ballroom
of Bombay's Taj Mahal Hotel reflected
the variegated textures and hues of A
Zoroastrian Tapestry — Art, Religion &
Culture. Between the elegant Indian silk
brocade of Pheroza Godrej and the re-
splendent gara and gorgeous net sudreh
of Firoza Punthakey Mistree, co-editors
of the seven-kilogramencyclopedic tome,
hundreds of hues, styles and fabrics en-
dorsed the fabled Parsi joi de vivre. Also
present were a host of friends from other
communities to witness the launch of the
book in India by the then govemor of
Maharashtra Dr P. C. Alexander on June
7, 2002.

The world launchof the book, printed
in Singapore (priced at Indian Rs 7,500,
UK £ 175, US § 195) had taken place
earlier at London's Zoroastrian House
when the Zoroastrian Trust Funds of
Europe (ZTFE) had commemorated the
golden jubilee of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth II with a jashan on June 1,
2002. Unlike the high social overtones
of the Bombay event, in London it was
Prof Nicolas Sims-Williams of London
University’s School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS), who performed
the honors while an array of academics
in the field of Zoroastrian and Iranian
studies, many of whom had contributed
original pieces to the Tapestry, eulo-
gized the final product.

Congratulating the editors for “this
monumental work™ which documents
the art, religion and culture of the Zoro-
astrian people from antiquity to 1947,
Alexander urged them to produce a
companion volume documenting the
Zoroastrian contribution to the “politi-
cal and national evolution of India, of
the Indian identity, business and the
professions. Only then can we say that
the ‘Zoroastrian lapestry’ is complete.”

Rephrasing a question posed by the
late Roshan Sabavala to Godrej (“Why
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has the community not been able to
throw up another Jamsetji Tata?")
Alexander asked, *Why has this coun-
try not produced another Jamsetji Tata?”
and proceeded toanalyze the great Tata’s
thought process: “He was the first to
realize that merely political indepen-
dence was notenough without economic
development and underpinning... the first
to realize the linkage between political
independence and economic indepen-
dence. 1 take very special pride in salut-
ing his memory.” The Taj Mahal Hotel
which Tata founded in 1903 — the first
[ndian luxury hotel and one of his sev-
eral gifts to India’s development — will
be celebrating its centenary next year, as
noted its vice president Ajoy Mishra in
his welcome address,

The governor proceeded to ask,
“What is the importance of this (Zoro-
astrian) community? What is the im-
portance of the teachings of Zarathushira
to this community? What influence did
those teachings have among the people
of the world?” He analyzed the initial
birth of religion in man’s fear of the
unknown. Time and understanding led
to the quest for God through the “differ-
ent manifestations of this unseen
power,” endowing the deities with hu-
man attributes like jealousy, rage and
lust for power.

Though others like the Assyrian
Hamurabi and the Egyptian Akanathan
had inklings that “there is only one
power, one embodiment which we can-
not see but is behind everything we can
seeand feel... (itwas) Zarathushtra (who)
tried to educate people to the concept of
monotheism.” Alexander differentiated
the exclusionary revengeful Isracli god
of the Qd Testament (who fought their
wars, ensured their prosperity, incul-
cated the belief in an eye for eye and a
tooth for a tooth) from Zarathushira's
concept: “For the first time ethics be-

came the foundation of religion. With
Zarathushtra's triad of good thoughts,
words and deeds there was no place for
revenge, confrontation, conflict or hy-
pocrisy.” This triad was based squarely
onthe foundation of rightecusness, acon-
cept practically unknown before Zara-
thushira's time, emphasized Alexander,
“This is what you have inherited from the
great prophet — ethical behavior. If Zo-
roastrianism has survived and influenced
others, it is because of this great dimen-
sion to the concept of god.”

Alexander recalled how Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru had thought it fit to
include a Parsi in his small cabinetof 16
or 17 ministers in 1947. “In today’s
society when numbers matter in elec-
tion politics, the community has been
sidelined... (And though) your numbers
may decline, your influence, never.”

Facing a host of well wishers, Godrej,
a dedicated social activist and art histo-
rian, declared herself *“touched and over-
whelmed by the welcome to the book.”
She admitted to pride in her published
work and also “a tremendous sense of
humbleness.”

The book, which took over nine years
to put together, contains over 1,200 il-
lustrations, “many of them not previ-
ously published,” noted Godrej. Their
location in various museums, fire-
temples and Parsi homes and their iden-
tification took up a major part of the
lime, she added.

The book, whose launch had been
originally planned at the Seventh World
Zoroastrian Congress in Houston, “had
a spirit and life of its own. It increased
in size whenever we decided to call a
halt,” laughed Godrej. Despite its size,
there are aspects of community involve-
ment like music, sports and the profes-
sions which have not been covered, she
admitted. Largely based on the Zoroas-
trians of Yazd and the Parsis of Bombay
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and western India, the editors drew the
time line at the 1947 Independence of
India because they felt “we were not
equipped to tackle contemporary his-
tory and current issues.” sand O« wlrej,
adding, “Our intention was 1o create a
visual panorama so that yvoung Zoroas-
trians the world over can be inspired by
the heritage of the commumity and feel
proud of being Zoroastrians.”

Though the mitial impetus came from
Prof Richard Frye who suggested 1o the
late Sabavala to entrust the book o
Godrej and Punthakey Mistree, the sup-
port and commitment of Prof Mary
Boyce over all the nine years enabled
them 1o complete the book. Godrej said
that Boyce “put them in touch with
scholars — all specialists in their fields

and nudged them 1o support us with
hitherto unpublished work.” Faced with
a “lot of intellectual wrestling,” Boyce
advised them, *Do as your conscience
tells you." Godrej also acknowledged
the encouragement of her husband
Jamshyd’s uncle, the late Sohrab( vodrej,
in seeking and maintaining a balanced,
consensual approach when faced with
contentious issues, A thread of inher-
ited value system runs through the book.
We hope to leave it to the future genera-
tions just as we have received it from
the past,” observed Godrej.

The final hurly-burly of organizing
the book launch was “on war-footing
(like)a marriage,” sherecalled. “Thanks
to the Taj we were able to put this
function together,” she expressed her
gratitude as also to the Godrej and
Mistree families for their support de-
spite “the incessant badgering they suf-
fered at our hands.”

“Everyone at the Taj has been a part
of the extended book family™ quipped
Punthakey Mistree in her vote of thanks.
The religious educator and researchist
had a special word of gratitude for Bipin
Shah, director of Mapin Publishing Pri-
vate Limited, for the firm's “patience
with the many deadlines we missed!”
The designing by Kirti Trivedi, the pro

L to R) Top row: Punthakey Misiree,
Alexander and Godrej at the Bombay
launch. Second row ZTFE president
Dorab Misiry, Sims-Williams and
Malcolm Deboo at the world launch
in Lendon. Third row: Punthakey
Mistree and Godrej. Fourth row:
Jamshvd, Pheroza, Raika J. Godrej,
Firoza, Bipin Shah, Mapin art
director Paulomi Shah and Khojeste;
B. Shah
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cessing by Pankaj and Ashvin Mehta
and coordination by Sudha Seshadry
{who was also the evening's compere),
all added up 10 make every page of A
Zoroastrian Tapestry “picture perfect,”
noled Punthakey Mistree.

Among the book's major sponsors
were Citibank, Godrej and Boyce, Stan-
dard Chartered Grindlays, Housing De-
velopment Finance Corporation and Zo-
roastrian Studies. Rumi Majoo of Godrej
was credited with “hundreds of hours”
of work on the computer entering the 39
articles that make up the contents of the
Tapestry and many of the contributors,
especially the local ones, were individu-
ally acknowledged.

Commending Godrej's “persistence
and unwillingness to give up the project,”
Punthakey Mistree noted, “There could
be no more supportive teammate.” She
also publicly acknowledged the support
of her husband Khojeste Mistree and his
help and training in the understanding of
Zoroastrianism,

The hour-long function formally
ended with Punthakey Mistree’s final
word of gratitude addressed o “India as
a nation, for opening her arms and wel-
coming us so readily when we came as
refugees in the 10th century.” Cocktails
and snacks followed by a sumptuous

dinner in the Crystal Room brought the
evening to a close.

In London Sims-Williams iermed the book
“a wonderful example of cooperation
between members of the Zoroastrian com-
munity and scholars who have studied
Zoroastrianism and its history.” Noting
that three former SOAS colleagues and
three pupils there were among the con-
tributors to the book, he felt he had “some
sort of responsibility for the contents!”
The expensively produced limited edi-
tion was an heirloom, he noted.

*Almost every major artefact of Zo-
roasirian antiquity has been repro-
duced,” noted Prof David Bivar. He
particularly commented on the 19th cen-
wry Parsi costumes and portraiture by
English, Indian and Chinese artists, es-
pecially since the images are not famil-
iar internationally. The book’s “unprec-
edented” range of topics, glossary, clear
and readable style made it a “monumen-
tal resource for education and under-
standing,” he added.

The editors had not been able to
attend the London launch but their mes-
sage relating to the genesis of the book
and its goal was read out 1o the gather-
ing. Some of the contributors like Shirin
Simons, Dr Sarah Stewart and Dr Alan

Williams were present 1o give the audi-
ence 2 hint of their involvement. Health
problems prevented Boyee and John
Hinnells from attending, though
Hinnells” message was read. Dasturs
{Drs) KaikhusrooJamaspAsaand Firoze
Kotwal, Khojeste Mistree, Jamsheed
Choksy, Dr Philip Kreyenbroek and
Farhang Mehr, all of whom have con-
tributed articles to the book, were present
in word and spirit though not in person.
The day’s compere, Malcolm Deboo,
injected audience participation by in-
viting them to name the two female
devolees worshipping at London’s
Setayesh Gah in a photograph accom-
panying Hinnells" article on Zoroastri-
ans in Britain. The winning entry would
receive a case of General Billimoria
wines on Navroz, he promised.
Drawing the event 1o a close ZTFE
president Dorab Mistry noted that ZTFE
has “a history of being involved in the
propagation of Zoroastrianism.” As early
as 1856 it had launched a book in Ger-
many at the behest of Hormusjee Cama,
the first president of the association.
“We take great pride at being the first to
launch A Zoreastrian Tapestry,” he
added. The evening ended with a
ghambar sponsored by award winning
entrepreneur Shernaz Engineer.
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The secretaries’ role

The Effective Secratary by Dr Khorshed D. P.
Madon, Published in 2001 by Tata McGraw-
Hill Publishing Company Limited, 7, West Patel
Magar, New Deihi, 110008. Pp: xxiii+299.
Price: As 120,

Times change and so does the role of a
secretary. Butas author Dr Khorshed D.
P. Madon remarks
in The Effecrive
Secretary: “Thereis
always a demand
foracompetent sec-
retary. Every ex-
eculive, every pro-
fessional, doctor,
lawyer, chartered
accountant, needs Madon: provid-
the services of a ing fresh insight
well-trained confi-

dential secretary, a person who is well-
organized, who not only has the basic
skills of shorthand, typing, telephone
operating and computer applications,
but is also unflappable and dependable,
who has loyalty, patience and a profes-
sional attitude towards her work, who
considers herself an exiension of her
boss, who always strives 1o acquire
more knowledge and the latest techno-
logical skills to near perfection.”

The book covers in great detail the
role of a secretary who strives for per-
fection. Topics such as “Travel Ar-
rangements,” “Time Management and
Prioritising,” “Stress Management,”
“Importance of Atitude,” "The Chang-
ing Role of the Secretary” and “To-
wards A Perfect Secretary” provide fresh
insight into the demanding secretarial
work and how best it can be dealt with.
Poised and active even at the age of 80
plus, Madon is the principal of the
oldest college of commerce in India,
the Davar’s College of Commerce (now
First Counter), a pioneer of the Personal
Secretaries Diploma Course in India in
1964 and author of several publica-
tions. Madon writes: “She (i.e. today’s
secretary) must take change in her stride
and treat it as a challenge she must face
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cheerfully. In fact she must welcome it
as an opportunity to show her adapt-
ability to a changing environment. This
will help her towards promotion, lead-
ing ultimately 1o an administrative or
managerial position.”

The chapter, “Importance of Adti-
tude,” struck this reviewer the most
Madon gives some hints 1o enable sec-
retaries acquire the correct attitude:
+If you are assigned work just 10 min-
utes before leaving time, accept it cheer-
fully and give of your best even if it
means sacrificing an appointment 10
which you were looking forward.
*Before your boss goes on a vacation sit
down with him and discuss how he
wanls you to work in his absence.

*[n his absence do not take any days off,
Be punctual and responsible to see that
his work does not suffer in any manner.
*Work never reduces, 50 a secretary
should have the capacity and the right
attitude 1o take up whatever responsi-
bilities come her way.

*Never look down on your present ca-
reer no matter what it is. Respect the
work you do and the people in your
office.

«Control your temper. Remember, an-
ger is the acid which burns the vessel in
which it is stored, so
relax. Arelaxed per-
son can think much
better than an angry
one.

“Business Eli-

L e :
quette” is another CRODITADY

informative chap-
terthatcan helpen-
hance a secretary’s
personality. This 5
chapter, as the title
suggests, teaches
good behavior in
office and how 1o
deal with people in
different situations,
One of the many in-
teresting situations
mentioned in the

'i‘ K D P MADON

book is dealing with the wolf in the
office: “You will probably come
across someone who will try to get
fresh with you. You can deal with
such a person firmly, indicating that
you dislike such behavior. Try toavoid
running into him but if that is impos-
sible, be sure you do nothing to en-
courage him. You can take the matter
up with your boss as a last resort if the
person conlinues Lo persist with un-
welcome advances.” But what if a
SeCrelary COmes across a senior co-
worker who constantly runs her down
without any fault of her own? This is
one situation, not mentioned in the
book. which comes Lo the reviewer’s
mind. How does one tackle such a
situation?

The chapter, “Office Site and Lay-
out,” lists various factors the secretary
should consider while selecting the of-
fice site. This, especially, is relevant in
today's age when so many companies
are shifting office from south Bombay,
due 1o escalating costs, and moving 1o
the suburbs or even out of Bombay.

The Effective Secretary does not end
with teaching secretarial functions. It
zoes beyond and teaches how to apply
for a job, how 0 move ahead in your
job, what would be
an ideal boss-sec-
retary relationship,
etc. Appendices
comprising case
studies, check lists
and quizzes lax the
< | reader’s brain and

X teach some impor-
tant practical les-
SONS,

If you are ambi-
tious, then joining
as secrelary is just
the beginning. You
can mave up the
corporale ladder,
step by step, gradu-
ally, to become an
execulive.
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The book is a well thought out and
useful guide to secretaries of all ages,
irrespective of whether they are be-
ginners or experienced and working
in different sectors of business. It 1s
an ideal book even for executives to
know and understand whal to expect
from their secretaries. Cartoonist Priva
Raj's delightful and clean humor has
done justice 1o the book.

Madon dedicates the book not only
1o the memory of her father, Prof Sohrab
R. Davar, who established this College
in 1900 at the age of 20, but also to her
beloved students — past, present and
future. But does she know how in-
debted her students are to her and to the
Davar's College of Commerce? The
book shows her missionary zeal to pro-
vide well-qualified, excellent secretar-
ies and, above all, good human beings
1o sOCiety.

‘Noble ideals’

Zoroastrianism may not have the equiva-
lent of a Bildle or Koran that governs our
lives, but the most cherished and re-
vered text that we have is the Garhas.
Thus it is no wonder that translations of
the hymns of Zarathushtra abound. Not
only are there translations from the

Gathic language but there are numerous
interpretations often derived from study-
ing the translations in Gujarati and/or
English.

One such book
is Thus Preached
Zarathushtra by
Irach 8. Kuka
whose third edi-
tion was pub-
lished in Bombay
in October 2001,

£

Priced at Rs 20, 2 4
this hard back Kuwka: citing the
129-page issue Gathas

has a modifica-

tion in the title from Thus Spake
Zarathushira to Thus Preached
Zarathushera. The author mentions that
the first two editions received a warm
response and hence the third revised
edition came into being, but what Kuka
does not state is how the third edition
differs from the first two, besides the
change in title.

The author states, * ¢laim not schol-
arship of our religious scriptures. Nor
do [ claim to be a teacher of Zoroastrian
theology. But as a humble student, (I)
have attempied to bring out the gist of
the profound and noble ideals, as could

be pathered, from the writings of the
holy Garhas.

“While preparing this book | have
depended upon the Gujarati translation
— Gatha-baa-maaeni — of the pro-
found Avestan savant, the late Ervad
Kavasji Edulji Kanga and greatly on the
English translation — The Garhas of
Zarathushira — of my “gury,’ the late
Dr Irach J. 5. Taraporewala. So, what-
ever worth that may be observed from
this book will be the result of the learn-
ing and wisdom of these great departed
souls.”

Stating that Garha means ‘poelic
prayers’ Kuka notes: 1 have humbly
endeavored to give “gists’ of free ren-
dering of the translations of the Gathas
in poetic style.” “The renderings are
free but faithful,” Dastur Navrooz
Minochehr-Homiji had stated at the time
of the first edition. “While auending
ceremonies (a Zoroasirian) may go
through this (book) with enhightened
advantage.” Kuka has seven other pub-
lications in Gujarati and English to his
credil.

Those wishing to acquire copies of
Thus Preached Zarathushiva may wrile
to the author at Band View, 665, Parsi
Colony, Dadar, Bombay 400014,

p
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Opp. S. T. Stand, Bableshwar 413737, Dist Ahmednagar. Tel: (02422) 53594
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Drape a saree designed by

Naju Daver

and watch those heads turn!

Select a sequinned
or hand-embroidered
Naju Daver Creation, and
make your special
moments memorable!
Sarees artistically executed
to suit individual
choice & budget

Contact

Naju Daver
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2nd Floor
6-B, Forjett Cross Lane
Sai Baba's Mandir Lane
Bombay 400036
Tel 3866052, 3862640

Miss Mehr Jesia, Miss India 1986, wearing a ‘Gara’ made by Naju Daver



MILESTONES

This issue of Parsiana carrics
Milestones data for May and June
2002. Also published herewith
are inlercommunily marriages
registered both at the Old Cus-
toms House and at the MHADA
office in Bandra (East) for the
10-month penod of March 10
December 2001, However,
names that could not be con-
firmed as Zoroastrian have been
omitted from the list.

The Old Customs House reg-
istered 47 intercommunily mar-
riages plus five civil marriages,
whereas the MHADA office reg-
istered 34 intercommunity
unions and one civil marriage.

A scanning of the Chandan-
wadi crematorium registers re-
vealed the names of seven Zoro-
astrians cremated between Au-
gust to December 2001,

The ageof Zoroastrian brides
(as listed in this issue) ranged
between 21 and 57 years, the
arithmetic mean (the total num-
berofindividual ages divided by
the total number of brides) being
30 years. The corresponding fig-
ures for the grooms were 21 and
86 years, averaging at 35 years,

One hundred and Ofty-one
Zoroastians breathed their last.
Compared to this only 26 births
ook place in the two months. As
usual heart disease was the ma-
jor killer claiming 61 lives of
whom 28 were above the age of
80 years. Pneumoniaflung dis-
ease (claiming 24 patients), can-
cer (11) and septicemia and old
agefgeneral debility (nine vie-
tims ¢ach) were the other killer
diseases. Six patients succumbed
to brain disease, five to diabetes
and four to Kidney failure. Hy-
pertension took a wll of three
lives whereas two Zoroastrians
each fell prey to asthma, liver
discase and anemia, There were
11 isolated cases for May and
June: hacmatemesis (vomitling
of blood}), uremia, epilepsy,

Parkinson'sdisease, Alzheimer’s
disease, polyneuritis (multiple
inflammation of  the nerves),
nervous disorder, cystic bron-
chiectasis (dilation of the bron-
chial tubes following infection),
peritonitis (inflammation of the
serous membrane which linesthe
abdominal and pelvic cavities),
hemiplegia{paralysis of one side
of the body) and infected pros-
thesis (artificial substitute for a
missing body part). Two still-
born baby boys were also lost o
the community. The eldest o
breathe her last was a centenar-
ian, compared to the youngest, a
41-year-old male. The Zoroas-
trian life expectancy 2t birth for
May and June, in Bombay, was
T5 years.

The data on births, marriages
and deaths has been compiled
from information supplied by
various newsletters  and
anjumans in India and abroad,
courts and hospitals. This infor-
mation is not always complete or
consistent: we are unable wocarry
data from arcas where the
anjumans do not furnish the par-
ticulars; the birth figures for
Bombay are supplicd by two
hospitals — births in suburban
hospitals and privale nursing
homes are not included unless
individuals send us information
together with a copy of the birth
certificate. There may be an in-
advertent repetition of names in
the marriage list when a civil
marriage precedes a religious
ceremony. In the breakup of
deaths according 1o illnesses,
especially of the elderly, deathis
often due 10 a combination of
several discases,

If readers have any births/
marriages/deaths they would like
published, some proof to ensure
the veracity of the report would
be required. We are sure our
readers would appreciate this re-
quirement and cooperate with us.

AHMEDABAD

MARRIED

Delna Khambatea, daughter of
Persis and Arecz, and Rustwm
Bayee, son of Roshan and Sam
on December 4, 2001

Perzin Bharucha, daughter of
Franak and Farokh, and Burzin
Daruwala of Hillsboro,
Oregon, USA, son of Kety and
Aspi: December 24
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Parinaz Faredoon Havewalla
and Rohinton Viraf Talati;
April 18, 2002

BARODA

BORN

A girl, Arnavaz, 1o Ruby and
Kairus Talari; April 13

MARRIED
Anahita Sheriar Behramji and

Hormuz Phiroze Mukadam;
February 17

DIED
Minocher Faredun
Pestonjamasp (83). March 18
Shapoor Behramji Bhumgara
{56}, April 22

Najamai Jehanbux Manekshaw
(81); May 1

Rolinton Rustomyii Mirza (84):
May |

Pervez Jehangivji Mysorewalla
(T6); May 24

BOMBAY

BORN

A boy to Ferzin and Vispi
Elavia; May 4

A boy, Shehryar, 1o Binaifer
and Burzin Edibam, brother 1o
Rukhshar; May 5

A boy 1o Mazmin and
Mehernosh Gotla, May 5

A girl to Yenisha and Firdosh
Gagrar, May 11

A girl to Meher and Rusrom
Jesia; May 15

A girl to Parizad and Cyrus
Parel; May 15

A boy, Kiyvemesh, 1o Mahvash
and Khushroo frani, May 17
A girl to Dinaz and Zarir
Bharucha, May 21

A girl to Despina and
Hushedar Mehta, May 22

A girl to Dilbwr and Cyrus
Langrana, May 23

A girl to Farzana and Vistasp
Batfiwala; May 25

A boy, Zerius, 10 Jennifer and
Ruzbeh Davar, May 26

A boy to Reshini and Fireg
Seonawalla; May 28

A girl 1o Rorak and Shapur
Wadlia, May 29

A girl to Payandeh and Dinyar
Billimoria; June 3

A boy 1o Vabiz and Sharukh
Pavri; June 3

A girl to Nifoufer and Nawzer
Bharucha; June 4

A girl to Sabrina and Dinshaw
Shraffi June 5 :

A boy to Dinci and Nadir
Karanjia: June 6

A girl to Neeta and Porus
Khareghar, June 13

A boy 1o Tasneem and Neville
Razmi; June 20

A girl 1o Roxanne and Darius
Vakharia: June 20

A girl to Lyla and Zubin
Marker: June 24

A girl o Khurshid and Zarsis
Merchanr, June 24

A girl to Kesfimira and Cyrus
Partel: June 24

A girl to Mafeer and Kaiomerz
Desar; June 26

MARRIED
Marting Wiedemeyer and
Cyries Nariman Mody;

March 1, 2001

Trupii Shamblunath Narsule
and Simy Pirosha Wankadia;
March 4

Rashna Jehangir Sethna and
Anamitra A. Dasgupra;

March 8

Rashna M. Zainabadi and
Rinhas 5. Jhaveri; March 18
Zia Aspy Adajania and Rahul
Gautam Divan: March 19
Dilshad Rusi Cooper and Amit
Maohansingh Akali; April 15
Varsha Pinoo Soneja and
Aaresh Nariman Patel;

April 16

Shobha V. Devre and Syrus
Golwalla: April 18

Tasneem Mustafa
Lokhandwala and Neville
Boman Razmi; April 26
Delnaz Viraf Dadachanji and
Ashish Chhiibler; April 27
Garima Sinshal and Melvin
Aspi Mehita, April 27
Benaifer Vispi Lakdawalla and
Torak Adi Paver, April 30
Shiraz Khambarra and Sanjay
Sadanand, May 3

Pushpa V. Gohil and Carl J.
Sethna; May 4

Ashikeen Belvram Balsara and
Vaibhav 5. Dharamsey; May 5
Soria Ashok Panjwani and
Zarir Rumi Parel; May 15
Pervin Fali Pardiwala and
Ganesh T. V. Narayan;

May 18

Malreukh Meherji Bhot and
Thaiparambil Suby Mathew;
May 24

Tina Keki Mobedjina and Hiral
Jaychandra Mehta; May 24
Maria Cseko Tunde and Nishat
Pervez Elavia, June 6

Geeta Dalysingh and Carl Adi
Cooper, June §

Bina Chakko Jacob and
Kaizad Lim Patel; June 22
Perween Nowrojfi Gandevia
and Samir Nataverlal Trivedi,
June 29

Nainaz Aspi Tarachand and
Kannan Veilumuthu Nadar;
July 2

Thrity Aspi Asa and Romsonlal
Rajan; July 2

Simone Dossu Paymaster and



Rahim Karim' Premji; July 6
Mary Flocy D" Souza and
Nozer Jal Sethna; July 16
Jennifer Davar and Steven
Oswald D Souza: July 17
Hovevda Firdaus Parel and
Anirnddha Subroto Nandr,
August 4

Thelma Walter 1" Silva and
Desmond Divecha, August 7
Andrea D*Meonre and Peeran
Phiroz Billimoria; August 17
Teresa Soares and Homi K.
Dastoor, August 18
Tangtemphi Luikham and
Kavzad Pervez Hiramanek;
August 23

Sheetal Salian and Homi B.
Tarapore: August 23
Harsha Girdhari Jaisinghans
and Jal Kersy Godiwalla;
August 31

Namira Kamlakar Glogare
and Rohinton Minoo Wadia;
August 31

Monika Chandri Hirarnancdeani
and Mehernaosh Pheroze Parel;
September 10

Meena Afshin Bakhtiary

and Nevil Fanibanca:
Seprember 18

Nahida Hanif and Cyrus
Bhikhaji Makufina;
Seprember 24

Rakhi Chotwlal Bhargav and
Abel Beharam Patrawala;
Seprember 24

Samantha Ann Samuels and
Karl Babhadur Wykes;
September 27

Preepa Damaodaran and
Sharokh A. Yezdegardi,
September 27

Ami 8, Fernandes and Rashid
8. Mefua; September 29
Karenina " Sonza and

Almost every

third marriage

IS outside the
community

Jamshed Vazifdar; Ociober 9@
Pereena Soral Colabawala
and Devkrishnan Kanwal
Lamibea; Ocrober 12

Sheetal Dactatray Kadam and
Manek Toos Anklesaria;
Ocrober 20

Kainaz Bilimoria and Kalvan
Karmakar; October 22
Difnaz Farokh Kanga and
Malcolm Keki Shroff,
Oclober 24

Firnza Adi Kavarama and

Rl Nalin Sharme,
October 25

Kainaz Kavejii Mirza and Rohir
K. Singlr, October 29
Fenobia Bapu Mithaiwala and
Bhwipesh Pramod Velaskar;
October 31

Pervin Gustad Gandhi and
Aspi Feroze Batliwalla;
MNovember 5

Shibani Puran Gokloni and
Aariz Hoshang Flavia;
November 8

Bhargavi Manalar Kakkad
and Newzad Jimmy Irani;
November 8

Shamim fhayani and Kerman
Kearwe; Movember 8
Gitanjali Hanspal and
Farzoed Roliinton Engineer,
MNovember 9

Shirley Pesi Moos and
Husain Hasanali Merchant;
Movember 9

Tehnaz Parvez Avari and
Shishir Garg: November 12
Avi Serel Shroff and Diwn
Homi Sethea; Nobember 12
Zarine Pervez Vesuna and
Clayren Tyrone Ram,
MNovember 15

Smtira Remdas Gupra and
Soral Jelumgir Variava,
November 15

Khushnum C. Dastur and
Miresh Difip Dhin;
Movember 19

Shema Anand Jaiswar and
Yezdi Fardun Beramji;
Movember 20

Yenieta Arvind Bhansali and
Yezdi Jehangir Kutky;
Movember 21

Peacho gl and Minoo
Ghasvala; November 22
Relini Flora Teward and
Mirron Unwalla; November 22
Farah Sarosh Comtractor and
Darran Geoffery Davis;
November 23

Rajite Darshan and Berjis
Patel; November 27

Daisy Soli Sidlwa and Niker
Muralicthar Pradiven;
Movember 27

Teania Fermandes and Adi
Echapaoria;, November 28
Rukhshar 2. Fiver and Alok R.
Triperthi; November 29
Neevia D, Ramaiva and
Zoru Darayus Bhathena;
Movember 30

Mehernaaz Adi Mody and
Gy Miles Davie Green;
December 3

Git Jen Yuan and Percy K.
Liminowalla; December 4
Daisy Rusi Keapadia and

With best compliments from

M. Dinshaw

& Company Private Limited

Master Stevedores & Contractors

2nd Floor, 77, Mint Road, Fort, Mumbai 400001

Tel: 2693389, 2690403, 2679937/38 Fax: 2679783

Telegraphic Address: SALTWATER Mumbai
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Agostinho Pledade Fernandes,
December 7

Ruby Bejan Vapiwala and
Sumeer Sitaram Kamath;
December 10

Pooja P. Bhaveani and Carl
Neville Bokdawala,
December 11

Natasha Adi Banajee and
Mehu! Nagindas Shalr,
December 11

Delnaz Darins Darewala and
Divesh Pravinchanedra
Damania; December 13
Rupal Phivoze Daruwala and
Devendra Shreeram Raval;
December 13

Yakuta Kashalkar and Zubin
Sarkari; December 14

Rizina Cyrus Parel and
Monishankar Subrara
Chaterji: December 18

Jer Bahadur Darnwalla and
Chintan Ishwarfal Mistry;
December 18

Krupa Mahesh Gajjar and
Zubin Sorab Gandhi;
December 21

Anahira Darains Amaria and
Mark John Lobo; December 21
Shubhangei Karkannavar and
Rofinron Antia; December 27
Unhana Jamalkhan Sirguroh
and Kersi Telmurasp

Daruwalla; December 27
Naazreen Kersi Minwalla of
Mira Rd, Thana and Khushroo
Kekoo Traniz: May 7, 2002
Sanober Naval Charma and
Cyrus Nariman Parel, May 7
Hutoxi Raransha Saher and
Kaizad Minpo Master; May 13
Nilowfer Melterji Frenchman
and Fredy Soli Bhesania;
May 18

Sillow Faram Balsara of
Ambarnath, Thana and
Sharukh Minoo Engineer:
May 19

Persis Nariman Bhagwager
and Nezar Cavas Bharncing;
May 20

Sanober Adi Kharolivalla and
Hanez Yazdi Bubariwalla;
May 20

Persis Gev Fiteer and Fakir
Sorabji Siganporia; May 24
Nifeafer Zahir Guzder and
Yezdi Maneck Bluthena;
May 26

Benaaz Perve: Magra and
Cyrus Pervez lrani: May 26
Roshnee Dedi Sanfana and
Komeran Beliram Amooyan.
May 27

Niloafer Viraf Hansotia and
Jangoo Bahadur Broacha;
May 27

Roshan Gev Goimewala and
Sham Geudref Irani of Poona;
May 27

Mazarine Dara Parel and
Hanoz Hosharne Panthaki;
May 30

Meher Keki Desai of Delhi

In 2001, 65
males married
out as versus

50 women

and Rustom Belram Falafars;

May 31

Dinaz Jal Guzder and Percy
Dadi Talari; June |

Nuvana Behruz
Zarthoshtinaresh and
Hormuzd Minoo Khasrave,
June 2

Benaifer Dinyar Mistry and
Ravomand Soli Nilgirivala,
June 6

Jai Dady Wadia and Vispy
Jehangir Mistry: June 18
Rubsy Shapur Mody and
Muaneck Rustamji Capiain:
June 19

Roshna Ardeshar Irani and
Yezdi Sohrabji Zoiwalla;

June 20

DIED

Mani Nariman Patel (T7),
residing at 9, Ratan Manor,
Garden Rd, Colaba, 400039;
August 10, 2001 (cremated)
Zal Khwrshed Lalkaka (T1),
27, Mayfower, Carmichael
Rd, 400028; Augusi 20
(cremated)

Dina Edulii Bilimoria (56),
Oceana, Marine Drive,
400020; August 24 (cremated)
Sorab Rustom Modi (77). 32,
Tulip Apts, 71, Mapean Sea
Rd, 4000006; Seprember 2
(cremated)

Jamshed Shiavax Lord (73),
50, M. Karve Rd, Marine
Lines, 400002; September 4
(eremated)

Dina A. Ghadially (82), Df2,
Alpa Apis, Pochkhanawala Rd,
Worli, 400016; September 26
(cremated)

Jehangir Sorab Sorabji (70),
12, Wirmala Mhl, Cumballa
Hill, 400026: October 18
(cremated)

Shera Faramroz Bardi (96),
Multani Bldg, Khambata
Lane, Khetwadi, S00004;
May 1, 2002

Navroz Mubarak

USTANG

szj}:}y Fhe @#/éren ce
Designer socks for:

Gents * Ladies * Children
Sports * Casual * Party * School Socks

Designer Accessories For Children
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Licensee of :
PoPoyd %%NEF

GARFIELD
«o¢ ODIE
MUSTANG ENTERPRISES / APPARELS PVT. LTD.
219, Milan Ind. Estate, T. J. Road, Cotton Green, Mumbai 400033
Tel: 022-4711453 = Fax: 022-4716319
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Grams : Stostwool E-mal - stewnis@nagpur.dotnetin




Aspi Meherwan Engineer
(89), Jehangir Villa, 107,
Waodehouse Rd, 400005;
May |

Barjor Cawasshaw Paymaster
(90), Bf2, 5. B. Bharucha
Baug, S. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; May 1

Dossabhoy Hormasji
Bhiwandiwala (72), 3/13,
Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; May 2

Darabshah Pallonji
Palkhiwalla (84), 101, Blue
Bird Apts, Off Carter Rd,
Bandra (W}, 400050; May 2
Jerbanoo Ardeshir Daver (91),
8710, Rusiom Baug, Victoria
Rd, Byculla, 400027; May 3
Homai Hormusji Irani (86),
Khush Villa, 621, Khareghat

Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;

May 3

Alamei (Aloo) Jehangir Mehra
(93), Socicty Bldg. 655,
Firdoshi Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; May 3
Phiroze Manecksha Durwalla
(73), Ff5, Malince Apls,
Mahakali Caves Rd, Andheri
(E}), 400093; May 4
Faramroze Nadirsha Kyas
(78). 219, Auburn Hse, Forjeu
51, 400026; May 4

Cyrus Ernchsha Lalkaka (80,
904, Cumballa Crest, 42,
Peddar R, 400026; May 4
Dhunmai Noshir Machlivala
(78). Bacha Manor Quthouse,
600, 1. J. Rd, Matunga,
40001%9; May 4

Jaloo Piloo Sarkart (T1), 7.
Darvwalla Bldg, Taa Blocks,
5. V. Rd. Bandra, 400050;
May 4

Dian Kaikhushroo Mady (79),
MNavroze Apts, B. Desai Rd,
400026; May 5

Soli Vicaji Parel (69), P13,

5. B. Bharucha Baug, 3. V.
Rd. Andheri (W), 400058;
May 5

Amy Soli Sanjana (58), Viuhal
Bhavan, Khetwadi 6th Lane,
400004: May 5

Khorshed Rustomji Bharucha
(86}, Cassinath Bldg no 2,
Cassinath St, Tardeo, 400034;
May 6

Dosamai Rustomji Dhapla
(82), Shapoor Baug, V. P. Rd,
400004; May 7

Sam Dinshaw Khodarna (67),
521, A. H. Wadia Baug. Parel
Tank Rd, 400033; May 7
Baladur Nadirshaw Parel
(673, Mumiaz Manzil, 63,
Wodchouse Rd, Colaba,

400005; May 7

Katy Dinshawji Subedar (96),
4, Parsi Towers of Silence,
Kemp's Corner, 400036,
May 7

Jal Ratanshah Chaksey (30,

14/8, Hendre Bldg, Sleater Rd,

400007; May &

Dz Merwanji Ghadivali
{70}, Petit Block no 1, Avabai
Petit Lanc, Balaram St,
400007; May §

Dinshew Nusserwanfi Siodia

Twice the
number of
Zoroastrians
(24) in 2001 as
versus 2000
(12) opted
for cremation

(86), 8, Khareghat Clny,
Hughes Rd, 400007; May &
Homi Rustomji frani (45),
E/95, Shree Mahavir Apis,
Ratan Ngr, Dahisar (W),
400068; May 9

Naval Shavak Karanjia (78),
Desai Bldg. 668, Katrak Rd,

Wadala, 400031; May 10
Vifeo Ratanshal Karkaria
(88), 6, Jehangir Mans, st
Marine St, 400020; May 10
Merni Rustom Stelliwa (96),
222/A, Rustom Palace, Tardeo
R, 400007: May 10

Keki Sehvabjee Engineer (92},
66/D, Sconaiji Ter, Gowalia
Tank, 400026 May 11
Nergish Telurasp Randelia
(81), 5/5, Gamadia Clny,
Tardeo, 400007; May 11
Perinkumari Jamshedji
Ratnagar (67), Metro Bhavan
(Chmb), Dhobitalao, 400002;
May 11

Pilloo Ratanshaw Swratia (64),
22/A, Wellington Ter,
Wellington 51, Dhobitalao,
400002 May 11

Sei Cawasji Vesuna (90),
Godiwala Hse, Gilder Lane,
O Lamington Rd, 400008,
May 11

Kashmira Marazban Mistry
(503, 604, Jatan Apts, Datta
Mandir Rd, Malad (E),
400097, May 12

Hilla Phiroze Shraff (79). 3,
Framroze Coun, 205, Manne
Drive, 400020; May 12

Fali Phirojsha Desai (69),
Forjen Hse, Forjeu St. 400036;

With Best Compliments From

and Company
Specialised in

Pallonji Compound, Dadoji Kondev Cross Marg,

Victoria Garden, Bombay 400027

Tel: 3745863, 3722550, 3745825 Fax: 3704930

R.NOWROJEE

MICR Cheques, Public Issue
and Multicoloured Offset Printing
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May 13

Homi Pirojsha Ghadiali (74),
R. C. Sethna Bldg, Zoroastrian
Clny, Parel Tank Rd, 400012;
May 13

Sorab Faramroze Lali (86),
Home for the Aged, Andheri
(E), 400093; May 13

Dara Kaikhushroo Surti (64),
Dehrm Bldg. Opp Laxmi
College, B. A. Rd, Parel,
400012; May 14

Dolly Dossabhai Balsara (63).
402, Mount Unique, Mount
Mary Rd, Bandra, 400050;
May 15

Khorshed Kaikhushroo
Dadivmal (86). F. 5. Parukh
Dharamshalla, Hughes Rd,
400007: May 15

Darayus Rashid Irani (41),
/A, Mancck Bldg, Off
Lamington Rd. 400008;

May 15

Aloo Faramji Cooper (86),
Bf6, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; May 16

Piroze Belramfi Gandhi (77),
5, Parsce Anjuman Bldg,
Doodh Naka, Kalyan, 421301;
May 16

Ardeshir Jehangivji Paowalla
(91), Mistry Blidg, 695, Dr
Dinshaw Master Rd, Parsi

Clny, Dadar, 400014; May 16
Kaikobad Jamshedji Antia
(78). 141, Venus Apts, Cuffe
Parade, 400005; May 18
Jamshed Eduljee Mistry (87),
31, Green Acre, Union Park,
Rd no 5, Khar (W), 400052;
May 18

Ratansha Manekshaw
Kandawalla (82). 2/14, Tata
Clny, Sir Ratan Taia Rd,
Tardeo, 400034; May 19
Nergish Dhun Misiry (72), B,
Banoo Mans, Cumballa Hill,
400026; May 19

Bachamai Bejonji Surty (38),
9, Alu Jamasp Taa Bldg, 38th
Rd, Bandra, 400050; May 19
Homei Bomanshaw Buchia
(86). BT, Jer Baug. Ambedkar
Rd. Byculla, 400027; May 20
Jamshed Bomanji [rani (81),
Meher Muncher Mans, 512,
R. P. Masani Rd, Mawnga,
400019; May 20

Bacha Daral Masani (74),
669, Katrak Rd, Wadala,
400031; May 20
Meherwanshaw Rustomji Patel
(95), 6/16, Panthaky Baug,
Andheri (E), 400069; May 20
Khorshed Khurshedji
Bharucha (82), Khurshed Hse,
604, Lady Jehangir Rd, Parsi

Clny, Dadar, 400014; May 21
Kersi Rustomji Vaid (52), 20,
Doctor Bldg, 5. B. Bharucha
Baug. 8. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; May 21

Dinshaw Sorabji Bhathena
(81}, 401, Varun Apt, 123, Dr
Ambedkar Rd, Parel, 400012:
May 22

Rusi Minocher Deboo (57),
C, Muncher Manzil, 35/C,

Life expentancy
at birth for
Bombay Parsis
is 75 years

Jairajbhai Lane, 400008;
May 22

Bomi Jamshedfi Dubash (69),
Sagar Villa, B. Desai Rd,
400026; May 22

Noshir Sorabji Parel (66),

2, Parsi Punchayet Staff Qns,
Kemp's Corner, 400036,
May 22

Noshir Darabsha Shraff (76),
C/16, Rustom Baug. Victoria
Rd, Byculla, 400027; May 22
Noshir Framroz Darnwala
(71), 127/5, Shree Punjab

Co-op Hsg Soc, Andheri (E).
400093; May 23

Soonamai Kaikhashroo
Ghunnawalla (100), 94,
Aderbad, Hughes Rd, 400007,
May 23

Rusi Pheroz Jall (68), S02/8,
Seth M. A, Patel Co-op Hsg
Soc, Pali Ram Path, Andhen
(W), 400058; May 23

Homi Hoshang Jalnawalla
{77}, 21, Maleolm Baug,
Jogeshwari, 400102; May 23
Rustom Ardeshir Jesung (75),
Damania Bldg, Chikalwadi,
Tardeo, 400007; May 23
Maneksha Dhunjizha
Wadiwalla (7). 213, Tata
Clny, Tardeo, 400034; May 23
Cawas Nariman Bilimoria
(73}, 24, 41443, Police Coun
Lane, Fort, 400001; May 24
Rusi Jehangirji Damania
{47}, BA10, Misiry Bldg, Dr
Shiredkar Rd, Parel, 400012;
May 24

Rusi Jehangirji Patel (G5),
E/7, Captain Clny, Haji Ali,
400034; May 24

Cawas Nasarwanji Chiney
(700, 17. Rustomji Bldg.
Sleater Rd, 400007; May 25
Edul Framroze Postwala (80),
AlS, Daswani Apts, Four

Do you have a

G6PD enzyme deficiency?

THE%"

PAHSIANA \
BOOKOF ..

IRANIAN &

NAMES ™ f

The Iranian names of boys and girls

along with their meanings which

originally appeared in Parsiana have
now been reprinted in an attractive

& s 24-page booklet. The book, which is
_& priced at Rs 40, is available

" “ on sale at:
'p Kaiser-E-Hind, 300 Perin Mariman
Street, Behind Reserve Bank of

India, Fort, Bombay 400001.

Faredoon and
Burjor Sandalwood Shop,
Princess Streetl, Bombay 400002,

Union Press, 13, Homji Street,
Bombay 400001,

The GEPD enzyma ceficioncy, COMMON among
the Parsis, makes them highly suscoptible to
cerlain drugs.” The deficioncy may cause
jaundico in the newbom and severs hemolytic
crisis (destruction of red blood celis) in adults.
Ask your family doctor 1o armange for a blood lest
1o detect whether you have GEPD enzyme
deficiency. Hyou happentobea GEPD-Dpatient,
itis essential that you canry your card at all imes
g0 that in any emergency you would recene
appropriate treatment.

*Analgesics: Anglanilid, Acotylsalicylic acid,
Asprin, Acetophenetidin (Phenaceting, Anlipyring,
Pyramidons.

Sulfenamides and Sullones: Sullamlamide,
Sulapyridine, N2 Acetyisullanilamide,
Sullacetamide, Sullisoxazole (Gantrisin),
Thiazolsuldone, Salicylazosullapyridine
(Axulfading), Sulloxone, Sulfamethoxypynding
(Hynix).

Antimalarials: Primagquine, Pamaquine,
Pantaquine, Quinacring (Alabrina).
Nonsullonamide anlibaclerial agenls:
Furazolidone, Mitrofurantoin (Furadanting,
Chigramphenicol, Para-aminosalicylic acid.
Miscellancous: Napthalene, Vitamin K (Water
soluble analogues), Prodenecid, Trinitrololuens,
Methylens blue, Dimercaprol (BAL), Pheny-
ihydrazine, Quinine and Quinidine; Sulpha
containing compounds including Septran, DDS
and Daraprim; Nitrodurantoin, Nabdixic acid
including all derivatives of this group, Anlistine,
Diphenylhydramine, Pronestyl, Nitrites, Large
dasesol Chioroquine, Chloromycetin, Vit CE K,
CQuinoline group of dnigs, in particular cipro-
Tioucacin.
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Bglws, Andheri, 400058;

May 25

Haby boy of Zarcen 1.
Rillimora (stillbom), 690,
Dinshaw Master Rd, Parsi
Cloy, Dadar, 400014; May 26
Keki Jal Chawda (76), Adl,
Petit Block, Avabai Petit 51,
Grant Rd, 400007; May 26
Amy Jehangir Jesia (86), T/6,
Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; May 27

Pervaz Jamshedji Daruwalla
(45), 13, Lam Bldg, N. M.
Joshi Marg, Lower Parel,
400013; May 28

Pirvojsha Faramroz Kararia
(%4, 4/A, Mcher Mans, 1. Petit
St, Gram Rd, 400007; May 28
Tehmi Nariman Mirza (81),
VB, Mchta Bldg, Pasta Rd,
Dadar, 400014; May 28

Raby boy of Niloufer Shahrukh
Mondegan (stillborn), 267,
Pancheela Apts, Dr Babasaheb
Juikar Marg, 400002; May 28
Parvez Phirozshah Parel (73),
4. Doctor Bldg, S. B, Bharucha
Baug, S. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; May 28

Sehangirgi Jamshedji Aga (78),
9, Neel Kamal Apts. Proctor
St Grant Rd, 400007; May 29
Sorah Minocher Trani (63),

2/A-6, Gul Villa, 5. V. Marg,
Mahim, 400016; May 29
Dara Sorabji Umrigar (74),
22, Tamta Blocks, Bandra (W),
400050; May 29

Rattansha Dhunjibhay
Bamboat (91), 576,
Chandanwadi Comner, J. 5. 5.
Rd, 400002; May 30

Firaz Jahangir Sethna (63),
Ef20, Shapoor Baug. V. P. Rd,
400004; May 30

Nergish Vikaji Tadwalla (68),
L-1/34, Merwanji Cama Park,
Cama Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; May 30

Rusi Cawasfi Davierwalla
{78), Nimakwala Bldg, 34/38,
L. D. Lane, Fort, 400001,
May 31

Banoo frani (77). Najoo Mans,
Sleater Rd, 400007; May 31
Rati Godrej Tavadia (13),
A-1/10, Mew Khareghat
Clny. Babulnath Rd, 400007,
May 31

Homi Ardeshir Engineer (76),
14, Jer Bldg. Khetwadi 6th
Lane, 400004; June |

Perin Dara Mobedji (66), 1,
Mody Hse, Padamji St,
400004 June |

fai Manchershaw Shroff (83),
F. 5. Parukh Dharamshalla,

Hughes Rd, 400007; June |
Cashmeera Minoe Sanjana
(44}, TI7, Dalal Esi,
Lamington Rd, 400008; June 2
Shapwr Rustam Damri (83),
Ben MNevis, B, Desai Rd,
400026; Junc 3

Jerbanoo Bamanshaw Deboo
{87), 3/5, Tata Mills Co-op
Hsg Soc, Elphinstone Rd,
Parel, 400012; Junc 3

Mani Keki Riveina (80), 40,
Razak Manzil, Lady Jamshedji
Rd, Mahim, 400016; June 3
Kharmen Jamshed Trani (83),

Riverside, Dahanu, Dist Thana,

401601; June 4

Dolly Parvez Master (80),
Apurva, 662, Palamkote Rd,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
June 4

Shirin Hormasji Rustomji (84),
1245, Wadia Block, Malcolm
Baug, Jogeshwar (W),
400102; June 4

Cernni Darabsha Dhaber (73),
Dhan Bldg, Sam Gadge
Maharaj Lane, Dadar Cross
Rd, Dadar, 400014: June 5
Shirin Faredoon frani (83).
A-1/4, Above A-1 Restaurant,
Proctor St, Grant Rd, 400007;
June 5

Nergis Sehabux Conrractor

(76), MG, Merwanji Cama
Park, Cama Rd, Andhen (W),
400058; June 6

Roda Ardeshir Tata (86), 1, La
Belle, Bomanwada, Andhen
“-':.]1 400099; June 6

Cyrus Ardeshir Wadia (75),
17/B. Kalpana, Marine Lines,
400002; June 6

Sarabji Darabsha Miscry (88),
S1/A, Hill Rd, Bandra,
400050; June 7

Aloo Nowrafi Daroga (82),
171, Baj Bldg, Khetwadi Back
R, 400004 June 8

Saker Darayus Kalyaniwala
(83), Spenta, 677, Katrak Rd.,
Wadala, 400031 June 8
Bachamai Shapursha
Nalladaru (75), Mistry Bldg.
816, Jame Jamshed Rd, Dadar,
400014; June 8

Befvram Munclhersha
Mancherjee (91), 13, Clover
Soc, 21/A, N. B. Marg,
400007; June 9

Jimeny Hormasji Cooper (86),
/6, 5. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; June 10

Piraja Darabshaw Sinor (84),
245, Kapadia Hse, Dr Cawasji
Hormusji 51, Dhobitalao,
400002; June 10

Roda Phiroze Bhathena (66),

Progressives

The lens for uninterupled vision at different ranges

distance, mid-distance & reading

Progressives are multifocal lenses without the tell-tale lines of bifocals
Progressives need professional care

For the best resulfs come o Baliwalia & Homi.

One of the finest optomelrists & contact-lens practiioners in the country.

(B

Baliwalla & Homi

Private Limited

Pared: J Menwani Street, Parel, Bombay 400 012 Tel: 412 6051

Flora Fountain: 355, D, D.N Road. Bombay 400 001 Tel 287 4016, 287 1762 @ Dhobi Talac: 614, J.5. Seth Marg, Bormbay 400 002. Tel? 201 4906
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301/B, Ketayun Mans, Shahaji
Raje Marg, Vile Parle (E),
400057; June 11

Jamshed Pestonji Thanewalla
(59), 2, Namdar Hse, 89, Hill
Rd, Bandra, 400050; June 11
Mary Keki Udwadia (71), 762,
Mancherji Joshi Rd, Parsi
Clny, Dadar, 400014; June 11
Freny Kaikhashroo Cooper
(82), D12, Malegamwalla
Bldg no 2, Station Rd, Mahim,
400016; June 12

Goolbai Bahadur Lashkari
(81), B/13, Mistry Bldg, Dr
Shirodkar Rd, Parel, 400012;
June 12

Dhun Khurshed Sanga (78),
Moshirwan Mans, Henry Rd,
Electric Hse, 400005; June 12
Fardoon Sheriar frami (90),
Readymoney Bldg, Tata Clay
Lane, Tardeo, 400034; June 13
Nargish Manekshaw Vadiwalla
(78), F. 5. Parukh
Dharamshalla, Hughes Rd,
400007 June 13

Dossabhai Limjibhai Elavia
{87}, 5, Tumer Bldg, Gamadia
Clny, Tardeo, 400007; June 14
Merwan Kaikhushroo frani
(72}, 21, Laxmani, Gulmarg
Park, Andheni (W), 400049,
June 14

Firoze Jahangirfi Mobedjina
(78}, Tf4, Dalal Est,
Lamington Rd, Bombay
Central, 400008; June 14
Dolar Jehangir Aga (76), 9,
Neel Kamal Apts, T/A, Proctor
Rdl, 400007; June 15

Shera Framvoze Boyee (93),
10, Old Khareghat Clny,
Hughes Rd, 400007; June 15
Nowrasii Jehangir Gamadia
(82), 31, Napean Sea Rd,
400026 June 15

Katie Manek Bengali (86),
B/25, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Byculla, 400027; June 16
Mehra Kersi Gandhi (84),
MNf21, Godrej Baug, OfF
Mapean Sea Rd, 400036;
June 16

Hirabai Minocher Jijina (89),
287392, Transit Camp, Cuffe
Parade, 400005; June 16
Dhun Nariman Gheewala (74),
Fr41, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; June 17

Soli Shavakshaw Wadia (77),
A-1/12, Proctor Rd, 400007;
June 17

Rusi Ardeshir Irani (56), 1st
Block, Jamshedji Petit St,
Balaram St, 400007; June 138
Meherwansha Pallanji
Panthaki (92), 19, Doctor

Bldg. S. B. Bharucha Baug,
5. V. Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; June 19

Nergish Firoze Antia (30),
Dhanesh Bldg, Laburmam Rd,
Gamdevi, 400007; June 20
Dossablioy Minocher Raja
(53). Minoo Manor, Cuffe
Parade, 400005; June 20

Adi Jamshedfi Boga (58), 165,
Manibai Bhuvan, Khetwadi
Back Rd, 400004; June 21
Nadershaw Sorabji Gazdar
(79), 273, Mani Bhuvan,
Thakurdwar Rd, 400002;
June 21

Mani Palonji Bharucha (79},

10/B, Mehta Bldg, Pasia Lane,

Dadar, 400014; June 22
Bakhrawar Rusi Billimoria
(52), 68/10, Godrej Hillside
Clny, Vikhroli (E), 400079;
June 22

Minoo Jamshedji Shroff (76),
B/11, Cusrow Baug, 5. B. Rd,
400039; Junc 22

Keki Barjorji Bhathena (79),
Danawalla Bldg, Opp Nowroz
Baug, Lalbaug, 400012;

June 23

Kary (Coomi) Phiroze
Khariwalla (90), 202, Jer
Mans, 19, Gazdar 5t, Chira
Bazar, 400002; June 23

Pesi Byramji Ranji (74), 204,
Royal Gate, Yari Rd, Versova,
Andheri (W), 400068; June 23
Piloa Ardeshir Italia (69),
30946, Zaveri Bldg, R. R. Rai
Rd, Girgaum, 400004; June 25
Keki Jamshedji Driver (75),
(-5, 5. B. Bharucha Baug,
Andher (W), 400058; June 26
Hoshang Muncherji
Khursigara (79), Sheri Hse,
Cawasji Patel 51, Fort, 400001;
June 27

Ardeshir Kaikawoos
Neowshinvani (73), Ald, New
Sai Niketan, Mazgaon,
400010; June 27

Jerry (Jer) Ferdun
Pochkhanawalla (79), 95/K,
Khaau Mans, Oomer Park,

B. Desai Rd, 400026

June 27

Najamai Bhikaji Sidhwa (84),
M/28, Mowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; June 28

Raui Dinyar Writer (87).
Mithu Villa, 749, Rd no 6,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014,
June 28

Burjor Jamshedfi Vania (78),
AS10, Popular Apts, Four
Bglws, Andheri (W}, 400053,
June 29

Jer Selvabji Billimoria (97),

SUN-UP BOTANICS Pvt.Ltd.

Manufacturers of

‘ROOSTER’ MOSQUITO COILS,
MATS AND LIQUIDS

SUN-UP PLANT CARE SYSTEM
‘PLANTAKOLA’ Plant Micronutrients

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING NURSERIES

788/1 G.LD.C. Industrial Estate, Vapi 396195, Dist. Valsad, Gujarat
Tel: (02607 413077, 432933 E-mail: sunupvpi@sify.com
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A
% With Best Compliments

From

WELL-WISHERS

* Sawn Timber
* Doors & Windows
* Kiln Seasoning

* Chemical Preservative
Treatment

* Packing Cases &
Pallets

* Furniture Components

B. F. Wadia & Sons

142, Reay Road
Bombay 400010

Tel: 3721934, 3720235
Fax: 3738373

Thx: 11-74571 BFW IN

With best compliments from

PHIROZE KARAKA
& CO

Sanitary Engineers and Fire
Fighting Specialists

27, Tamarind Lane, 1st Floor
Block No 11, Rajabahadur Compound
Opp Allahabad Bank, Apollo Street
Fort, Bombay 400001
Telephone nos: 2650066, 2652986
Fax: 091-022-2655834
E-mail: karakaco@vsnl.net

With best
compliments from

PERKS
ENGINEERING

Manufacturers of:
Automatic shrink wrapping
systems * Pallet shrink and
stretch wrapping machines

* Automatic neck band
shrink sleeve applicators

* Rotary air filters

* Hydraulic beam lifting
trollies * Material
handling equipments

B-24, New Empire Industrial
Estate, Shri Ramakrishna
Mandir Road, Andheri (E)

Mumbai 400059

Tel: (022) 8326349/8347745
Fax: (022) 8354001

E-mail: phiroze @bom2.vsnl.net.in
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5/C, Salsete Parsi Clny, Opp

Pump Hse, Andheri (E), FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
400093; June 30 Bombay India World
Thisissue 2001* 20020 Thisissve 2001* 20020 Thisissve 2001% 20025

CALCUTTA
DIED BIRTHS
Beji Minoo Bulsara, husband Boys 9 97 29 1 10 2 [ 10
of Aloo and father of Rayzad Girls 17 98 46 1 7 9 2 ag 7
and Behnaz; May |
Rari Jamshedji Dandiwalla, MARRIAGES
sister of Pesi; May 30 Parsi 26 258 123 7 20 10 S 3
Dinsiurw Navroji Medhora,
husband of Dhun and father of mﬁm[ 46 63 = = i — 1 6 1
Sorab, Soona, Nilufer and Females marmied out %8 50 = G i = 3 5 3
Neville; June 1
Parveen M. Hukku, sister of DEATHS
Minoo Aga and Freny Aga: CONSIGNED
June 21 Males 81 432 213 16- <95 =120 8 4 14

. Females 70 454 232 9 39 30 4 H 8
l.l):::s\l,l’bk CREMATED
Rusi Dorabji Panveliwalla Males 4 12 T 5 7= = T3 = =
(67), husband of Freny and Females 3 12 =T = = = e ™ -
father of Ruzan; June 8

*Running totals for 2001 (January 2001-August 2002 issues)

MADRAS “Running totals for 2002 (January 2002-August 2002 issues)
e st Overseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremaled.
A boy, Kaizan, W Fehmida : i1 ) { i
and Beliram Kabrajee; *These figures pertain to information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
May 15 total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.
NASIK Indore, husband of POONA (80}, 3, Sano-Lai Apt, 457,
DIED Jasmine and father of Vispy: DIED Salisbury Park, 411037;
Fali N. Bharucha (58) of May 9 Kekee Ravanshaw Parakh January 2

With Best Compliments From

LEACH & WEBORNY

When in Bombay Contact us
for attending to your laundry.

We are Launderers & Dyers of repute.
We will also attend to your carpets

for cleaning or dyeing.

66, Off E. Moses Road, Worli, Bombay 400018
Phone: Head Office 2654294 Factory: 4924384, 4925644
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41 years of dedicated service to industries, worldwide

[:HAMPIﬂ“®

Manufacturers and Exporters of

“CHAMPION” BRAND

Asbestos/non-asbestos, fibre jointings
sheets, cloth, packings, seals, PTFE, spiral
wound metallic and CAF gaskets
Gram: “CAFJOINT" Andheri. Telex: 011-79003 FIRE-IN

Fax: 091-22-837 02 47 091-22-838 14 47
Telephone: 8321071, 8367311-15

CHAMPION JOINTINGS LIMITED

15, Parsi Panchayat Road, Andheri (E), Bombay 400069
Web address: http:/IMCnet.org/home/champion
E-mail: champion@bom3.vsnl.net.in
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Nergesh Kekee Parakl (82). 3.
Sanc-Lai Apt, 457, Salisbury
Park, 411037; February 25

SECUNDERABAD

MARRIED

Roda frani, daughter of
Zenobia and Jamshed, and
Rasheed Bastawala, son of
Shireen and Ardisheer;

April 28

Shanaz Bhathena, daughter of
Hufrish and Shapoor, and
Cyrus Godref, son of Dinoo
and Farokh: May 9

Ginelniarr Rusrom Hansorfa and
Kerman Darwwala, son of
Margis and late Keki: May 26

BIED
Khorshed Barjorji Kanga (77),
sister of Gool, Jinnie, Dhun,
Feroze, Adi, late Godrej, Ratan
and Jehangir; March 15

Astad Erachshah Chinoy (80),
husband of Feroza and father
of Saam and late Sanober
MNoshir Marker: May 25
Maneck Ditria (73), wile of
Dara and mother of Zubin, late
Kaisad and late Piroja; June |
Homi Beramji Darvwalla (53),
brother of Khorshed Vasaigara,

Banoo Mehta, Anoo Amaria
and Daisy Saher; June 7

SURAT

HED

Alamai Framji Darvwala (88),
Mazda Mans, Jahlod Rd, Opp
Overbridge, Dahod, 389151
May 10

Rusibhai Jalejer Karkaria
(64), Nariman Home and
Infirmary, Shahpore, 395003;
May 12

Kaikhushron Hormasji Docror
(80}, Parsiwad, Siganpore;
May 17

Karavun Kaikhshroo
Chiniwala (76), Bglw no 16,
Sangita Park, Rander Rd,
395003; May 25

Jalbhai Ervchshaw Kalabhai
(82), 122628, Aganovad,
Sayedpura, 395003; May 25
Firojshaw Darabshaw
Bhagvager (75). 12, Sarvodaya
Soc. Kanjari Rd, Halol,
389350: May 30

Fali Rustomji Sethna (84),
Mear PO, Main Rd,
Rustompura, 393002; June 9
Selveamai Bomansha
Mehernose (87), Bibiniwadi,
Sayedpura, 395003; June 17

AUSTRALIA

MNew South Wales
MARRIED

Kainaz Khandadia and
Fardaad Choksey;
January 19

CANADA

British Columbia
MARRIED

Trity Poserbahrami and
Perer Capak in Vancouver;
May 19

MED
Kevkhosrow Monfared (52),
husband of Mahnaz and
father of Kaveh, Shinn and
Yasmin in West Vancouver;
March 22

Parviz Forowuan, hushand
of Banu and Father of Shirin
in Vancouver; May 14

Ontario
BORN
A boy, Belrram, 10 Zenia and
Rusrom Hachi in Windsor;
April 16

A girl, Aisha, o Kainaz

and Junaid Ladha, sister to
Vahaab in Toronto;

May 2

DIEL
Shiwax Pallonfi Damania,
hushand of Susan; March 8
Mithoo Jehangici Bharucha,
maother of Yezdi and Sarosh in
Toronto; March 11

Dhurmai Jamshed
Buhariwala, mother of
Kerman, Goshasp, Khoorshed
and Shahernaz in Toronto;
June 1

MEXICO

MARRIED

Mejgan Poulad-Noshiravan
and Sean Purcell; May 22

PAKISTAN

Karachi

DIED

Gl Minwalla, mother of
Zarin Balsara; May 20

Bawalpindi

DIED

Pestonji Burforii Parell (71),
hushand of Perin and father of
Adil and Jasmine: May 26

SOUTH AFRICA
Transvaal

DIED

Cursegjii Mancherjee, father

Down with Wrath!
Crush cruelty,

you who would maintain, through Truth,
the widespread penetration of the Good Mind
in whose company walks the just man.
Such dwell in Your House of Song, O Ahura.

(Gatha Spenta Mainyu, Yasna 48.7,, translation by Piloo Manavulty)
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With Best Wishes From

PENOSH

94-A. M. Gandhi Road, Pune 411001

Telephone (020) 6345161/3
Fax: (020) 6345166
E-mail: penosht@yahoo.com
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of Hosie in Johannesburg;
June 19

UK

London

DIED

Savak F. Caprain, brother of
Shahpur; June 17

USA

California

BORN

A girl, $hehrezad, o Kashmira
and Befiram frani in Loz
Angeles: November 25, 2001

MED
Jimeny Adeshir Makujina (65),

husband of Amy and brother of
Abaan in San Jose; June 13,2002

linois

BORN

A boy, Kvle Ross, 1o Laura
and Shakiriar, brother 1o Sarah
in Winfield: February 21

MARRIED
Bethany Panepinto, daughter
of Tracy and Russ, and Firoze
Dhwnjisha, son of Freya and
Farrokh in Chicago: May 13
Zenobia Mehta, daughier of
Mergish and Kayomarsh, and
Erthan Sribnick in Chicago;
June 15

Bombay: The Telling Figures

The number of Parsi and inter-
faith marriages in Bombay, 371,
was more than double the figure
of 181 in 2000, The intercom-
munity marriage figure rose from
50 in 2000 to 113 in 2001; the
numberof Parsis marmying within
the community increased from
131 in 2000 to 258 in 2001. The
2000 marriage figure was the
lowest in the last four decades,
as reported in “Bombay: The
Telling Figures,” Parsiana, Sep-
tember 2001, And as observedin
years past. the year proceeding
the leap year invariably shows
an increase in marrages.

The percentage of intercom-
munity marriages rose from 28
last year to 30 percent in 2001 if
calculated as aratio of intercom-
munily marmiages to the total
number of marriages (113:371).
If calculated as a ratio of inter-
COMMuURity 1o cCommunity mar-
riages (113:258) the pereentage
increased 1o 44 as compared to
38 in the previous year.

As has been the trend in the
last five years, barring 1999 when
an equal mumber of males and
females married out of the com-
munity, more males than females

opt for non-Parsi spouses. In
2001 there were 63 males who
marricd out as versus 30 females
who contracted intercommunity
marriages. Thus we know that
56 percent of Zoroastrian males
married out of the community in
2000, In 2000 the percentage
was 54, in 1999 it was 50, in
1998 it was 53, in 1997 it was 54
and in 1996 it was 36,

The number of binths in 2001
oo registered an increase from
171 in 2000 to 195 in 2001,
From the data available 1o us
from two hospitals in central
Bombay, the birth count of boys.
97, rose by 10 from last year's
count of §7. The number of fe-
male births, 98, rose by 14 from
last year's tally of 84.

The death count in the
Bombay community declined by
26 over last year's figure of 936
1o give a count of 910 in 2001,
Among the deceased, 886 were
consigned to the dakhmas of
whom 432 were males and 454
were females. Last yearthe count
was 463 males and 461 females.
As versus 12 Zoroastrians who
opied for cremation in 2000,
twice the number, 24, opted for

cremation in 2001, An equal
number of males and females
opted for cremation in 2001 as
versus eight males and four fe-
males who were cremated in
2000, But while there are five
crematoriain Bombay, Parsiana
accesses data from only the
Chandanwadi crematorium in
south Bombay.

Based on data made avail-
able 10 us by the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet the Life Expectancy
at Binh (LEB) calculated for
those consigned at Doongerwadi
was 75 years in 2001, [t was
highest in the month of Septem-
ber and lowest in February and
June.

Given below are the 2001
figures pertaining 10 the Bombay
Zoroastriancommunily based on
records available to Parsiana.
Born: 195
Males 97, Females 98
Married: 371
Parsi 258
Intercommunal 113
Died: 910
Consigned: 836
Males 432, Females 454
Cremated: 24
Males 12, Females 12

Massachuselts

BORN father of Shirin, Parinaz and December 9, 2001 North Carolina

A boy 1o Teresa and Jahangir  Esfandiar in Boston; May 7 DIED

Nakra in Boston; April 21 New York Pervin Nozar Satarawala (73),
New Jersey BORN maother of Soonu, Pearl, Zarin

HED BORN A boy, Davin, W Ferzin and Zerxis; February 17

Jamshid Zartashiy (76), A boy, Zahan, 1o Zarin and Rajan Patel in Pomona;

hushand of Paridokht and and Michael Meyer March 27, 2002 Compiled by Roxana A. Driver

COOL IN COTTONS

continued from page 192
anyway,” she remarks.

Social functions for
Behroze who views herself as
a “people person” are occa-
sions to make new friends, her
potential customers. The best
public relations officer for her
company she has succeeded in
creating wealth for hersell as
also 40 others who are in her
employment. The credit for her
flourishing enterprise should
also goto her family, acknowl-
edges Behroze saying, “1 have
been lucky that my husband
and in-laws accept me for what
I am and have encouraged me
towork and form my own iden-
tity.”
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N. DAVAR
& Company

Painting Contractors

Decorators

2, Commerce Centre, Tardeo

Mumbai 400034
Tel: 4944856, 4943210
Fax: 4947151
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Wishing all our fellow Zarthostis a very happy
and prosperous Saal Mubarak

Farokh S. Todywalla

* Coins * Medals * Banknotes * Curios
* Antiquities * Collectibles

We buy, sell and export:

* Coins * Medals * Banknotes * Numismatic books * Cigarette
cards and old postcards * Advertising memorabilia * Glassware
and porcelain objects * Old and vintage furniture * Ephemera
and paper collectibles * Old advertising pub jugs

Please call us, without any obligation for a personalized
appraisal of your collection at your convenience

Todywalla House
80, Ardeshir Dady Street, Khetwadi
Mumbai 400004

Tel: +91-22-385-4733, 3800757 Fax: +91-22-380-9328

E-mail: indiaart@vsnl.com
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IN MEMORIAM

Life was a journey

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Died: Homi Kaikobad Lala, 77, partner
of H. K. Lalaand Company, and founder
president of the Maharashtra State Tour
Organisers Association, on April 26,
2002 in Bombay following pneumonia.

“Lala Tours...was a fa-
vorite of all our students and
teachers for almost five de-
cades.” wrote Freny Mehta,
principal of The Alexandra
Girls' English Institution in
her condolence letter, add-
ing, “Lala was indeed a very
large-hearted man and made
sure that each and everyone
was well looked after
throughout the tour...He
used to do his best w main-
tain a rapport between the school au-
thorities and his organization.”

Echoing these sentiments was Bapsy
Chubb, principal of the Cumballa Hill
High School, who noted. “His cheerful
winning ways, his arrangements for
tours...will always be remembered...He
was always there with guidance and
understanding. At Lala Tours his gentle
dignity will be sorely missed...”

*He must have taken generations of
our School children all over India on his
wonderful tours,” recalled Shirin
Darasha, principal of the J. B. PetitHigh
School for Girls. In fact, the first tour
Lala was emboldened to organize was
for the students of his alma mater St
Xavier's High School, when he was yel
in college, relates his wife Roshan. Fol-
lowing this successful maiden venture
came a request from the parents of 1. B,
Petit students asking for a similar tour
for their daughters. Then came a spate
of wurs for schools, colleges and the
public, mainly organized during vaca-
tions.

In 1956 he started H. K. Lala and
Company with Pesi Khandalavala as his
partner. By then the business was mush-
rooming, with pleasure and educational
tours popular in all seasons. Since cer-
tain destinations like Delhi, Agra and
Fatehpur Sikri were more favored than
the others, at the Republic Day festivi-
ties in January there would be a char-
tered train which served as home to the
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thousands of swdents from dilferent
schools and age groups who journeyed
together for those eight days.. Many
youths gol an opportunity to travel o
different regions as his helpers while
earning some pockel
money. “He was very par-
ticular about the caliber of
the persons chosen as his
tour leaders and helpers as
his clients® safety and com-
fort always came first with
him,” reveals Roshan.

Whenthe Foreign Travel
Scheme was introduced in
1970, under the banner of
Lala Tours he pioneered the
first kitchen bus whencooks
and ingredients from India would ac-
company the passengers to bring down
the cosis of travel and keep them com-
fortable with a familiar cuisine. At that
time a tour to Europe for 30 days was
priced at Rs 7,500, all inclusive. Today
this amount is not even enough to cover
the visa costs, relates Roshan.

Love for the outdoors, camps and
hikes Lala had developed during his
years of association with the Scout move-
ment. Vice president of the East Bombay
Bharat Scouts and Guides District As-
sociation, at a condolence meeting con-
vened on June 23, 2002 by the 13th East
Bombay St Xavier's High School Scoul
Group it was acknowledged, “Scouter
Lala was the oldest Scouter in our
group... All of us present here have
benefitted from the training and guid-
ance imparted by him... In spite of his
failing health (a fracture in the hip had
reduced his mobility), he made ita point
1o be present. whether it was a regular
Sunday meeting or a training camp...”

Having joined the 167th Boy Scout’

Group in 1936, over the years as he had
risen from scouter to group leader to
group leader emeritus, district scout
master, assistant district commissioner,
district commissioner, vice president and
chairman — fund raising commiltee, he
had played an important role which was
recognized with awards and medals.
Several of his juniors recalled his contri-
bution. As noted Phiroze K. Wadia of

Chicago, “Homi always challenged us
to be better individuals and test our own
limits. We have to count our blessings
that we all had an opportunity to come in
contact with him during our formative
years.” His childhood friend Air Mar-
shal (Retd) Eruch Lala referred 1o the
lessons he learnt “about scouting in par-
ticuliar and histrionics in general”™ from
Lala.

Through scouting he was associated
with blood donation drives, the physi-
cally handicapped, the blind, etc, notes
Roshan. “When there was 2 major ex-
plosion in the Bombay Docks in 1944
when the ammunition warship 5 5.
Fort Stikine exploded, Homi was at the
Carnac Bunder Bridge and at great risk
to his life saved the lives of two per-
sons...” recalled Phiroze Chaina, group
leader of the 51st West Bombay Scout
Group, referring to Lala as “an institu-
tion. His wit and ready humor along
with his many faceted talents were al-
ways apparent...” In the mid 19808 a5
he was riding along Marine Drive on his
two-wheeler his courage and rare pres-
ence of mind saved his life when the
glass coated string of a Kite cut through
the skin of his neck and his fingers
requiring prompt medical attention.

Adventure and travel fascinated Lala.
Initially it was meant 1o be a hobby.
Alter his graduation in science from 5t
Xavier's College, he graduated in law
from the Government Law College on
the insistence of his father who was a
senior partner of Payne and Company,
solicitors. Until 1956 Lala worked as a
junior partner of Bennett and Company.,
government auctioneers and valuers, al-
though during his vacations he would
happily conduct tours.

He loved children and any excursion
was a good enough reason to be with
them. Those with whom he came in
contact “gained immeasurably from his
wisdom,” as acknowledged Dr Winston
Tellis, assistant professor of informi-
tion systems and operalions manage-
ment at the Dolan School of Business,
Connecticut, adding, "1 use so much of
what [ learned from Homi in my daily
life, both personally and professionally.
That is a tribute that is more lasting than
anything else.”

The daring traveller is survived by
his wife Roshan, son Dinyar and daugh-
ter Dr Kamal David Masaki.




Reputation for indulging

our guests and getting them
addicted to ‘Lagan nu Bhonu’

and fusion food

Fort, Mumbai 400023

FAMILY RESTAURANT & BAR Lo 2o snoocom

NM ' B o 11 Bank Street, Vikas Bldg,
‘\ y Off Hornimon Circle, Opp State Bank,

20% discount for Parsiana Subscribers




«» Rozana o« Utsav!

rasna rozana and rasna utsav

a celebration of good health and great taste.
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