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In Memoriam
Mr Fali Meherji Variava
(Late) Director
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READERS' FORUM

Readers’ views are welcome on any
subject of interest to the community and
should be sent to the Editor, Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, G.P.O. Box 892,
Bombay 400001. Letters are subject to
editing for reasons of space and clarity.
Unsigned letters or those without an
address will not be published.

Be wary of ‘worshipers’

It is with great disdain that we have
learnt about the untoward incident at
the Karani Agiary in Cusrow Baug on
Sunday, February 17,2002 (mah Meher,
roz Hormazd).

We are informed that two gentlemen
of dubious ancestry entered the Agiary
on the pretext of listening to a religious
discourse by a Parsi lady. It was only
when she announced at the end of her
lecture that those present became aware
that the gentlemen in question were
from Tajikistan professing the Zoroas-
trian (1) religion.

The lady under discussion is con-
ducting a so-called *Zoroastrian Col-
lege’ and issuing degrees not recog-
nized by any university in Bombay or
India.

We write this to inform the respected
trustees and panthakies of all atash
behrams and agiaries to be wary about
such persons so that such adverse and
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unfortunate incidents do not oceur in
future.

All our religious institutions in India
and Pakistan such as atash behrams,
agiaries, dakhmas and bunglis, conse-
crated places of worship are specifi-
cally intended for the use of Parsi Zoro-
astrians only. They are not open to any-
one merely professing the Zarathushti
faith.

Dastur (Dr) KATKHUSROO M. JAMASPASA

High Priest, Anjuman Atash Behram
Dastur (Dr) FIROZE M. KOTWAL
High Preest

Meher Master-Moos, presidemt of the
Zoroastrian College, replies

It is indeed astonishing that the letter
writer duo rushes into Press on mere
hearsay without bothering to ascertain
the correct facts. On what basis does
this duo arrogate authority to itself to
tell people to violate the Constitution of
India?

The two Dasturs are misinformed as
to what occurred on February 17, 2002
at Karani Agiary, Cusrow Baug. In fact
I was to deliver a discourse after the
Hormazd roz, Meher mal jashan at the
Agiary. These lectures 1 have been giv-
ing for over 15 years, when the late
respected panthaky Nadirsha Aibaraand
I used to take wms every month on
Hormazd and Behram roz since these
lectures were first started. On February
15, 2002 Sohrab Dehmobed of the Ira-
nian Zoroastrian Anjuman sent a gentle-
man named Ardeshiri to the Mazda-
yasnie Monasterie office informing us
that he is from the Tehran Zoroastrian
Anjuman and had come from Iran to
Bombay to study the Zoroastrian reli-
gion. He came to the Karani Agiary hall
on February 17 to listen to my lecture,
[ was praying in the kebla and I was
informed after | came out of the kebla
that the panthaky had asked him to go
out of the Agiary hall. My lecture
began immediately. He waited outside
the Agiary door till my lecture was over
10 meet me.

As regards the second gentleman
Prof Rustom Fuzaylov, head of the
English Department of the Technologi-
cal University of Tajikistan in Khujand,
ahighly respected University academic,
he is a Zoroastrian gentleman of old
original Iranian stock, whose navjote
was performed by the Iranian Mobed

Jamshedi Kamran, after Tajikistan
gained independence from ex-USSR.
He is in India for the purpose of writing
the entire Avesta in Cyrillic Tajik script,
to make it easier for the persons of old
Zoroastrian stock in Old Iran, now
named as the modern republics of
Tajikistan, elc, to read our Avesta prayer
book in their script presently in use.
This has been done from time to time;
just as Tehmuras Sethna of Karachi
wrote the Avesta prayers in Roman
seript to make it easier for Zoroastrian
children living in Pakistan, UK, USA,
Canada, even India, and just as Ervad
Kavasji Kanga during his time wrote
the Avesta prayers in Gujarati script;
because Zoroastrians in India and other
countries had forgotten how to read
Avesia prayers in the original script.

In fact, Fuzaylov was invited to share
the lecture platform with me at the
Karani Agiary as | was speaking on the
subject of Navroz, and the Navroz
Scrolls discovered in the “Kuh-e-Mogh”
mountain (mountain of the Maghavs) in
Tajikistan. Many highly educated per-
sons were attending my lecture includ-
ing persons from the legal profession,
and they complimented both of us after
the lecture.

The two Dasturs say that the Zoroas-
trian College (ZC) is “issuing degrees
not recognized by any University in
Bombay or India.” In fact the correct
position is that ZC has affiliation/col-
laboration with eight international uni-
versities including inter alia, the World
University (Arizona, USA), the Open
International University for Comple-
mentary Medicine (Sri Lanka), the
United Nations (UN) Peace University,
the Tajikistan Technological Univer-
sity. The degrees issued through ZC are
recognized in every country of the world
which is a member of the UN General
Assembly and signatory to the UN Peace
University resolution. The Government
of India is a signatory to the resolution,
asalso Pakistan, Sri Lanka, UK, Canada,
USA, etc and the degrees by research
thesis issued through ZC are recog-
nized in these and all other signatory
countries.

It is astonishing that the duo states
that it writes to inform trustees and
panthakies of all atash behrams and
agiaries “to be wary about such per-
sons.” Precisely what do they mean?
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Under the Constitution of India, every
Zoroastrian has a right to enter and pray
in places of worship meant for Zoroas-
trians in India. How can anyone stop
any Zoroastrian from entering and pray-
ing in any agiary or atash behram? It
would be a violation of constitutional
rights. Nobody in India has any author-
ity to violate the Constitution, least of
all trustees and panthakies of agiaries
and atash behrams.

The last para of their letter is even
more astonishing. As indicated in the
book Zoroastrians Worldwide at the
Millennium released at the Seventh
World Zoroastrian Congress in Hous-
ton in December 2000, there are Cana-
dian Zoroastrians, British Zoroastrians,
and Zoroastrians in Europe, USA, Ira-
nian Zoroastrians, Australian Zoroas-
trians, Pakistani Zoroastrians, Indian
Zoroastrians, etc. Iranian Zoroastrians
include those living in the present po-
litical boundaries of Iran and also those
living in old Iran provinces of the Sasa-
nian empire such as Khorrasan, Bactria,
Soghdiana, the Caucasian Mountains,
etc which historically came under the
suzerainty of Communist USSR for a
period of about 80 years in the 20th
century and are now independent re-
publics such as Tajikistan; as also those

Iranian Zoroastrians living outside Iran,
in UK, USA, Canada, Europe, Austra-
lia, ete. How absurd of the two Dasturs
to think, let alone write in the public
Press, that religious institutions in India
and Pakistan such as atash behrams,
agiaries, dakhmas, bunglis and conse-
crated places of worship are “intended
for the use of Parsi Zoroastrians only."”
Do they seriously mean to say that
when Zoroastrians from USA, UK,
Canada, Iran or anywhere else come to
India, they are to be prevented from
using the Zoroastrian places of wor-
ship? This is nonsensical.

The term dastur is derived from
“dastagir = to lead by the hand.” These
two Dasturs appear to have acted hast-
ily without bothering to ascertain the
correct facts and in fact their letter is
both misleading and defamatory. They
should take greater care in future; oth-
erwise they will lose the respect of the
orthodox behdin community.

Prof Rustom Fuzaylov replies

Spitama Zarathushtra first taught the
Paegam of Ahura Mazda to our ances-
tors in the court of KaiVishtasp in my
country. For thousands of years, my
people have preserved and practiced
these teachings. Till today in the re-

mote villages in high mountainous re-
gions the local dialect spoken by the
people is very close to Avesta. In the
20th century my people came under the
Communist regime during which time
all religions, Zoroastrianism, Islam,
Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism were
prohibited; and places of worship closed
down and converted into bazaars and
offices.

Since 1991 when my couniry was
liberated from ex-USSR, in our repub-
lics we are free to worship and revive
the faith of our forefathers.

[ am the head of the English lan-
guage department at the Tajikistan Tech-
nological University in Khujand, an
ancient city over 5,000 years old.
Tajikistan is the modern name for the
geographical area previously known as
Khorrasan, Soghdiana, Bactria, and
other provinces of the Iranian Empire
from the Kyanian dynasty. Many mil-
lions of Tajik people are of ancient
Kyani rokfuon (lineage). So our govern-
ment is reviving the Avesra. Even the
new hotel built by the government in
Dushanbe is named “Avesta.”

In 1992, our Tajik government held
the first World Avesta Conference to
celebrate our first republic anniversary
and invited many scholars from other

WHITE CLOUD FILTER PADS
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Filter Pads in the Country and Merchant Exporters

We are an IS0-9002:1994 Company
and our Quality and Management Systems have
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412, Gultekdi Road, Mukundnagar, Pune 411037
Gram: Filterpads Phones: 4263476, 4262236, 4261078
Fax: 0091-020-4270923 E-mail: wefp@vsnl.com

6 Farsiana March 2002



In investments, as in life,
the right partner makes

g all the difference

e Stock Broking * Govt. Securities & Bonds
e Mutual Funds e Fixed Deposits

" TATA D WATERHOUSE

The complete stock broking house

wiww. tata- ;d 1w, com Where trust meets technolo 7y

TATA TD WATERHOUSE SECURITIES LIMITED  SEBI Regn. MNos: (NSE) INB 231158537; (B3E} INB 010664 1 S0

Forr: Ralli House, Ph: 022-2370000 = Army & Navy Buildin *h: 022,24 4197 = Mahim, h 53 * Santacruz
'k A TR L f L1064 ! .05 i & v (1% i New Delhi:

Fh: 01 1-



With best compliments from

BAMBOAT
& Company

Sanitary and fire protection
engineers and contractors

Specialists in industrial
water supply and
pneumatic pipe lines

Head Office:
56, August Kranti Maidan,
Gowalia Tank, Bombay 400036

Tel: 3864317

Pune Office:
E-9, Geeta Hsg Soc,
Synagogue Street, Pune 411001
Tele Fax: 6138661

Pimpri OMice:
Plot No. 68/70, Yashwant
Magar, Pimpri, Punc 411018
Tel: 771488

countries, including Zoroastrian Col-
lege delegates. In 1994, our Tajik gov-
ernment held a UNESCO supported
conference to mark the 1,000th anni-
versary of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. Zo-
roastrian mobeds from India knowing
Persian were invited to Tajikistan to
perform the navjotes of our people, but
due to the then Tajik war they could not
come. In 1996, our Tajik government
held the second World Avesia Confer-
ence. In 1999, our Tajik government
held a Conference for Somonid. Mobed
Jamshedi Kamran, a Persian-speaking
Iranian mobed, was invited and he per-
formed the navjotes of Tajiks in
Dushanbe. In 2001, on our 10th repub-
lic anniversary our Tajik government
held the third World Avesta Confer-
ence when the entire Avesia translation
in Persian, written in Cyrillic Tajik
script, was released. Kamran was again
invited and he performed the navjotes
of persons, including myself, who were
trained and ready.

I have come to India for the purpose
of writing out all the Avesia prayers lo
publish a standard textbook of Avesta
prayers in Tajik Cyrillic seript; so that
my people can read the Avesta prayers
more easily. This would help more per-

sons to be trained and ready for navjotes.
We lost this knowledge of performing
ceremonies during the Communist pe-
riod in my country. Now we have o
revive it. So [ have come here for this
purpose, and to learn from the respected
Zoroastrian priests in India, as the cer-
emonies are still performed here. | have
visited and prayed in many agiaries and
atash behrams in India since coming
here, and stayed in Zoroastrian
dharamshalas in several places in India,
[ am thankful to all the educated, kind,
good and hospitable Zoroastrians who
have helped me throughout India, in
Delhi, Bombay, Hyderabad, Sanjan and
elsewhere, in my endeavor to revive our
faith in my country.

I am really surprised how these two
‘Dasturs’ can write such a letter in the
public Press, which is all full of wrong
statements about me when they have
never met me. In my country to be
*disdainful’ is a very shocking attitude
of mind for any person who is educated.
[ expect better cooperation from the
Zoroastrian priests in India,

“Address Access”

In “Address Access” (Parsiana, De-
cember 2001), the address appearing

MAZDA EXPORTS

Distributors of Chemicals

Soda Ash, Sodium Bicarbonate, Bromides,
Salts and Caustic Soda Lye
Office: 404, Apeejay House, 4th Floor

130 Bombay Samachar Marg, Mumbai 400023
Telephone: 2834065, 2833780, 2833941, 2833891

Fax: 2855818/2043874
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Parsi ‘Gara’ from our wide
range of designs all
hand-embroidered by master
craftsmen using fine

silk very close to the
original Chinese influenced
unique designs. We also
offer a wide variety of
pure silver zari (Zardosi)
borders and French lace
sarees embellished

with Swarovski diamond
crystal. Moreover we
quarantee our products
against any manufacturing
defects and for

pure silver used.

Please contact:

Mr Rayomand F. Workingboxwalla

6, P. C. Shroff Building,
Gamadia Colony, Ground Floor,
Tardeo, Mumbai 400007

Tel no: 4966679

E-mail: rayo1 @rediffmail.com

(By appointment only)

We also buy and sell old
chinese garas and borders




for the Zoroastrian Association of Que-
bec is outdated. The new address should
read: Zoroastrian Association of Que-
bec (ZAQ), Ness Lakdawala, President,
Post Office Box 35, Station Beacons-
field, Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada
HOW 5T6; Tel: (514) 334-9609; Fax:
(514) 334-9184 E-mail: crashondeck
(@sprint.ca PHERGZ M, AUSTIN

Secretary, Zoroastnian Association of Quebes

“Disawalla’s dismissal”

“Disawalla’s dismissal™ (Parsiana,
November 2001) makes startling read-
ing and bears testimony to the high-
handed and arbitrary behavior of the
trustees of the Bangalore Parsee Zoro-
astrian Anjuman (BPZA). Itis unequivo-
cally a case of discrimination and vic-
timization on the alleged ground that he
does not believe in dakhmenashini as
provided in article 4.1 of the Rules and
Regulations of BPZA. This is conspicu-
ous by the trustees remaining silent
spectators as regards other Parsis not
believing in the said system. Dr M. D,
Disawalla is a long-standing resident of
Bangalore, having held high positions
in the medical field, and commands
great respect in Bangalore. Being
singled out for dismissal attaches a

stigma to his untarnished reputation as
a respecied elder of the community.,

The ground given by the trustees is
merely a subterfuge. The real ground is
that Disawalla does not toe the line of
the trustees, and has the courage and
pragmatism to fearlessly criticize not
only them for their acts of omission and
commission but also the clergy for un-
called for interference in BPZA's af-
fairs.

Though Disawalla is a strong be-
liever in the burial or cremation system,
he has never influenced any member of
the community against the dakhme-
nashini system, but has on the contrary
assisted those who believed in that sys-
tem. In view thereof enlightened mem-
bers of the community will not be mis-
guided by such vindictive treatment
meted out to him by the trustees.

On examination of the views of emi-
nent scholars [including Dastur (Dr)
Maneckji Dhalla], the Mysore High
Court held that the dakhma and aramgah
can co-exist and that any Parsi is free to
select the system of burial, even where
the dakhma is in existence. In view
thereof article 7.4 providing for dis-
missal of a member not believing in
dakhmenashini, being repugnant to the

judicial principle laid down by the High
Court as above, is liable to be chal-
lenged as being null and void and inel-
fective in law. (Similar principles apply
to article 4.1 and clause 14 of the trust
deed regarding BPZA.) In this connec-
tion Prof A. R. Wadia, a renowned
scholar of the University of Bangalore,
succinctly observes in his book on the
above case: “We have established the
principle that dakhma is not a matter of
religion.” A fortiori dakhmenashini is
also not a matter purely relating to
religion, but is a matter governed by the
relevant provisions of the trust deed,
clause 14 in the present case.

In view of the above when the rel-
evant trust deed governs the field, the
view expressed by the high priests and
religious fundamentalists against burial
and cremation is not justified and should
not be given undue weight and impor-
tance in the matter,

Much as Disawalla or some other
persons might like to see a baule in
court revived, I would not. I am afraid
that would split the community in India
which is already greatly diminished.
We must wait for a meaningful consen-
sus for the purpose. It will also come in
time. Being an octogenarian, it will not

BHARUCHA STONE
AND SAND WORKS

PRIVATE LIMITED

India’s first commercial sand making plant
set up in Pune using complete Swedish technology imported
from Svedala, Sweden for a world class product.

Manufactured out of black basalt rock,
this sand caters to all the needs of the
construction industry in the Pune region

Resistered office

“Kutika™ 31/1, Pune-Sholapur Highway, Pune 411013
Tel no: 91-9520-6870030, 6870494 Fax no: 91-9520-6870094
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Wish one and all a Happy
Jamshedi Navroze Mubarak
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4
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Navjotes, Birthday Parties and
Socials to be a grand success

Tel: 4968138/4944808
Mobile: 9821279013

be in my lifetime, but hopefully it will
be in the lifetime of some of the readers
of this letter. In the meantime wiser
counsel demands that parties concerned
discuss objectively the whole matter
and come to a negotiated settlement in
the larger interests of the community.
RUSTOM GAE
Bew Delhi

Dismiss (terminate!) a life member?
Never heard of nor imagined. A life
member, by definition, means a mem-
ber for life and/or the life of the organi-
zation. Since Disawalla is alive and
well, the said organization, BPZA has
to be liquidated before its life members
may have their designation terminated.

To the trustees and officers of the
BFZA we say: grow up, wake up, and
live up to your assumed stature and
corresponding responsibilities. Your
petly squabbles amount to no more than
“1 said, you said, he said, she said.”
Take counsel from Zarathushtra’s words
recorded in Yasna 30.2 instead of in-
voking antiquated statutes dusted off
the bookshelves. Be introspective rather
than egoistic: it's our deeds that we
ultimately take with us — not our egos.

Who loses? Surely not Disawalla,

but the Zoroastrian community of Ban-
galore for not acknowledging and in-
corporaling the expertise and wisdom
of this man. May good judgment pre-
vail and the debacles cease,
Dr MEHROO M. PATEL
Weuchester, llinois, USA

We were deeply grieved to learn of the
unilateral, autocratic and disgraceful
act, perpetrated by the clergy/BPZA, to
castigate and expel from its member-
ship a well respected gentleman, a dis-
tinguished senior citizen and a true and
genuine Zoroastrian — Disawalla.
During our long stay in Bangalore,
we had found members of our commu-
nity extremely friendly, helpful, coop-
erative and have fond memories of the
good times we had there. The members
of our community are well educated,
endowed with sufficient knowledge,
common sense, are thoroughly enlight-
ened and fully capable of taking care of
themselves. They do not require diktats
from the clergy/BPZA. The clergy/
BPZA seems to have assumed the role
of schoolmasters to prepare the stu-
dents to be fit enough to cross the
Chinvat bridge. Do as you are told,
otherwise how will you cross the bridge

Navroz Mubarak

Aspi Noshir Gandhi

Member of Ahmedabad Stock Exchange

NSE-BSE

Office: 7, Central Bank Flats, Near Hirabag,

Ambawadi, Ahmedabad 380006

Tel: (079) 6464050, 6465040, 6564642, 6564643
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and go to heaven? Please God forgive
them for they know not what they are
doing!

Theclergy/BPZA seemtohave found
an excuse — a rather untenable one —
to castigate and expel Disawalla from
the membership of the BPZA, just be-
cause his ideas were not in tune with
those of the BPZA in regard to dakhme-
nashini. Due to certain unfortunate in-
cidents which had taken place in 1982,
[ had conveyed to the clergy my inten-
tion to be cremated. Many others who
are members of the BPZA as well as the
Gathic Anjuman held the same view.
The question arises. why were they not
expelled then?

Disawalla, being a qualified and
experienced medical practitioner, is well
versed with all the aspects of hygiene
and environment and therefore compe-
tent to talk on dakhmenashini. Perhaps
he is the only one amongst all the Zoro-
astrians of Bangalore who can speak on
the topic with authority and from the
scientific point of view. [nstead of heed-
ing his advice, the clergy/BPZA have
thought it fit to expel him from the
membership of BPZA. Is this a justi-
fiable act?

The body of a dead person is nothing

but flesh and bones. It does not matter
how it is destroyed. But it can be done
with dignity to the satisfaction of the
people who have lost their dear ones.
For how long are you going to remain
adamant on the old system? Adopt cre-
mation, the simplest and the most ap-
propriate method.

The two recent incidents in Banga-
lore, namely the expulsion of Disawalla
and the insult and humiliation meted
out to Rustom Gae of Delhi, have per-
turbed us deeply. These issues are of a
very scerious nature, requiring prompt
action in order to maintain peace and
unity within the community. Unknow-
ingly the clergy/BPZA are riding a high
horse, disregarding normal behavior of
decency and decorum, which clergy,
trustees, anjumanfinstitlutions are ex-
pected to abserve. Let us not tarnish the
good name and goodwill builtup by our
ancestors whose hard work, toil and
sincerity have paid us great dividends.

It is only great and noble souls who
have the courage to shed their ego
and accept their mistakes.

DALLL GUNDEVIA

“Zoroastrianism enjoins...”
I refer to the anticle “Zoroastrianism

With the best compliments from

HONEY WELL TRADERS

‘Dhun Building,” 827 Anna Salai, Madras 600002

Registered Office

Phone: 8521644
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enjoins conversion” by Kaikhosrov D,
Irani and Farrokh Vajifdar (Parsiana,
October 2001) wherein scriptural refer-
ences on conversion are given from the
Gathas, the Vendidad and the Fravardin
Yasht.

I would like to add one more refer-
ence from the Khordeh Avesta by Ervad
Kavasji Edalji Kanga in Sarosh Yasin
Vadi-ni-Nirang, wherein we pray Sarosh
Yazad-ni-Panha Hojo for “Hamé Ira-
nian (all Iranians), O Pairo-Dakeshan
Gehan Daman (all living beings)...
Behdinan (behdins)... Tajione Beste-
kustiaan,” which is translated as “kusti-
tying Arbo (Arabs who have accepted
the Zarathushti religion).”

This proves that conversion was per-
mitted and enjoined even during the
time of Prophet Zarathushira.

DARA DARABSHAW ARIA
Bangalore

Much of today’s practice of our faith is
as per the view of the conservative “no
change is the best change” lobby.

If these views and practices are ac-
ceptable to the majority of the laity of
an anjuman or punchayet, so be it. But
let the righteous not frighten the gull-
ible, innocent, trusting and simple-

minded sections of the community, that
anything contra is un-Zoroastrian.

The opposite view can be practiced
and propagated to prepare people for
change. One day, the minority may
become the majority.

Aha, but that is exactly what the
diehards would not wish. Stamp oul
pragmatism and reasoning — and if the
community goes the way of all nature’s
endangered species, 5o be il.

Controversial subjects such as con-
version, intermarriage, navjote of chil-
dren with one Zoroastrian parent, dis-
posal of the dead, to name a few, are
basically self serving Parsipanu, not
religion.

Readers of Parsiana (“Zoroastrian-
ism enjoins conversion,”) would have
digested the research and views of two
respected Zoroastrian experts stating
positively that the Zoroastrian religion
enjoins conversion.

In 1944-45, it was stated in court
under oath in the deposition by Dr
Jamshedji Maneckjee Unvala, MA, PhD
of Bombay and Heidelberg University,
Germany, a scholar of Avesta and other
ancient languages, that a sub-commit-
tee appointed by the Parsi Punchayet,
comprising men of great eminence like

Dasturs Kaikhusroo Jamasji and Dorab
Peshotan Sanjana, Behramjee 5.
Anklesaria, Ervad Bomanjee Nusser-
wanji Dhabar and seven others was of
the unanimous view that the Zoroas-
trian religion enjoins conversion. He
stated, however, that apart from him-
self (who did not subscribe to this view)
there is not a single student who says
that the Zoroastrian religion does not
enjoin conversion.

In conclusion, the above witness is
recorded to have stated, “It is particu-
larly on the basis of custom that we
Parsi Zoroastrians have ceased o prac-
lise conversion.”

This letter holds no brief for conver-
sion but it does behove the preachers
and leaders to be honest with the laity.
The same Unvala in the same testimony
clarified that there is no religious firman
{obligation), either in Avesta. Pahlavi
or Pazand texts, which stipulates that a
dakhma and aramgah cannot coexist.
Several customs for which the Vendidad
is said to be the authority are *...primi-
tive and nearly impossible to perform
or observe today... most of these cus-
toms are not observed today even by
those who should observe them.”

Unvala stated that the first Parsis

With best compliments from

Hotel Rutt-Deen
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at a reasonable rate
to a well-known
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Mr Daruwalla
at 3865868

came to India in the beginning of the
ninth century. Yet, the first record of a
dakhma in India is found only in the
14th century. The dakhma in Tehran
was closed before 1926 and burial is
practiced,

[ do not decry customs, which are
Parsipanu. But let not these customs be
equated with religion, the non-obser-
vance of which brands an individual as
un-Zoroastrian or non-Zoroastrian,
Zoroaster preached good thoughts, good
words, good deeds. This is the bottom
line of the Zoroastrian faith. To sack
people from the community, or to call
the child of one Zoroastrian parent a
bastard brands the perpetrators and not
the victim as bigots of the Zoroastrian
faith. RASHID MINOCHER

Bangalore

“Missing monajats”
In “Missing monajats” (Readers’ Fo-
rum, Parsiana, September 2001}
Bhikhaji M. Adenwalla regrets that the
old and famous tradition of reciting
monajats is about to fade away from the
memory of the Zoroastrians.

As amember of a research project on
Zoroastrian rituals at the University of
Heidelberg (Germany), 1 am currently

preparing a PhD thesis on monajats.
Some of these monajats in Persian and
Gujarati are preserved in a few old
editions of the Khordeh Avesta. Some
other specimens are kept in public li-
braries such as the Meherji Rana Li-
brary and the K. R. Cama Oriental
Institute,

Probably, some additional monajats
are to be found in private libraries
spread all over the world. Whereas 1t
was comparatively easy Lo get access Lo
these old editions of the Khordeh Avesta
and the monajats which are kept in
public libraries, it is unfortunately very
difficult to get any information about
monajat manuscripts belonging to pri-
vate owners. Most of the private librar-
ies in India mentioned by Cawasji
Katrak in his book Oriental Treasures
(1941) do not exist any longer or hap-
pen to be in the possession of people
unknown to me. Therefore, 1 would
request any reader who might be aware
of the whereabouts of these libraries
(such as in Surat the libraries of Mobed
Pirojshah Framjee Pavri, Ervad
Eruchshah Bomanjee Dastur Kumana,
Dosabhoy Hormasji Dalal, Ervad
Bomanji Aspandyarji Dastur Rahadina,
Ardeshir Nosherwanji Dastur and in

MEHER DISTRIBUTORS

Private Limited

Wishes all our patrons Saal Mubarak
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Beautiful Bungalow
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Well maintained Parsi
owned new bungalow of
1,800 sq ft on one acre land
with ample water (boring
and well), mango, chickoo,
sopari and other trees with
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before Udwada village.
Contact:

Mr Meherwanji Dastoor
Dastoor Streel
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Fin 396180
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Bulsar the library of Dastur Khurshedji
Phirozji Pestonji) to kindly get in touch
with me.

Moreover, | am keen to rediscover
an oral tradition of the monajats. This
task brought me to Iran where | had the
opportunily to record some of these
unpublished, orally transmitied mona-
jats. Only old people still remember the
monajats while the young Zoroastrians
find this kind of prayer old-fashioned
and worthless to preserve. Accordingly,
it will be only a matter of time until the
monajats will totally disappear from
the memory of the (Iranian) Zoroastri-
ans. In order to prevent this old prayer
tradition from fading away without leav-
ing any traces, | am looking forward to
any kind of assistance in obtaining more
information about this important and
beautiful part of Zoroastrian devotional
traditions. My e-mail is BSchmerbec
@aol.com BEATE SCHMERMBECK

University of Heidelberg (Genmany)

Antiquity and necessity
I am referring to “Antiquity and neces-
sity,” by Home K. Behram (Readers’
Forum, Parsiana, September 2001)
stressing on a vegetarian diet.

Of the nine daily firmans (obliga-

tions) enjoined in the Zarathushti reli-
gion, one is ‘Nithaisnithisim® meaning
ahimsa, and sympathy for all creatures,
to earn the blessings of Bahman Amesha
Spenia, the protector of the animal king-
dom,

There are many references in the
holy Gathas to kindness, good behavior
and a vegetarian diet.

The natural formation of teeth in the
mouth of human beings is similar to that
of vegetarian animals like cows, bul-
locks, goats, lambs, horses, donkeys,
camels, kangaroos and such others who
live only on grass, leaves, fruits, grains
and vegetables. There are no special
long grinding teeth in the mouth of
human beings as found in carnivorous
animals like tigers, lions, wolves, dogs,
leopards, bears, foxes, elc.

It is worth noting here that vegetar-
ian animals are strong enough to bear
heavy weights, and lead vigorous, ener-
getic and useful lives, For good health
too, a vegelarian diet is advised by
doctors, NOSHIR DABOO

Ahlmedabad

“Kanpur’s past glory”
My stored memories were revived read-
ing the article “Kanpur's past glory,”

O

Look forward to style from the past...
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Malabar Mansion, 37 Garden Road, Colaba, Mumbai 400039
Tel: 2833078 or 2361398. E-mail: yezdi@bom3.vsnl.net.com

and rare array of garas,
antique Chinese coats,
Parsi sari borders,
silk Swiss embroidered
borders in pure silver
and gold and eejars
in pristine condition.
These are sourced
from old Parsi homes
and families.

i =
Roshan Daver
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(Parsiana, August 2001). 1 have very
fond memories of Cawnpore as Kanpur
was then known, and [ try to search out
old acquaintances from there. [ lived in
that town for eight years with my uncle
Dr Manchershaw E. Vanava, who was
the younger brother of Dr (Capt)
Hormusji E. Variava, These two well-
known doctors had their practice on
Mall Road, then known as Thandi Sarak.
Many Parsi families were magnani-
mously helped by them. It is of histori-
cal significance to mention that when
Subhas Chandra Bose was running un-
derground he was helped by Dr Katiar,
a physician who practiced across the
road from M. E. Variava, On Katiar's
request, Manchershaw helped him. In
the carly 1940s many Parsis held re-
sponsible positions in various mills and
were well off. It was quite common
among the car owners to give alift to a
Parsi walking on the road. I had the
privilege many times. Education was of
prime importance amongst the Parsi
families. During festive occasions, there
were concerts and piano recitals. These
were excellent and entertaining. Dur-
ing private family get-togethers the older
people entertained with Hindi songs.
One such was Noshir Byramji, a gold

medallist from Poona’s Engineering
College.

Our ladies often hosted the English
cricket team, who enjoyed their deli-
cious curry-chaaval, dhansak and
kababs. It used to be a delightful day at
Green Park with players’ families and
friends. A few families were bristle
merchants during those days and there
was a significant number of Central
Bank managers who helped the Parsi
community to thrive. Though our com-
munity performed all the religious cer-
emonies that were well attended we had
no real education of our religion in
school or at home, MINU K. PATEL

Westchester, lllinois, LISA

Aid Junglewasi Ghambar
Over 100 years ago several Zoroastri-
ans resided on the seashores of Nargol,
Saronda, Davier, etc. The menfolk toiled
in the jungles for the major part of the
year, only occasionally visiting their
families as in those times it ook them
almost two days to reach their homes.
Realizing that though they were born
and brought up in the same village they
could hardly meet one another, in 1916
they decided to establish the Shree
Junglewasi Jarthosti Ghambar Fund so
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that they could meet at least once a year,
in the jungle area on the east of the
railway line where they had their agri-
cultural activities. This Ghambar origi-
nally was for males only which we
gradually opened up for females and
children.

We have religiously preserved the
traditions of our forefathers and we
organize one Ghambar every year when
Zoroastrians in large numbers come
from Bombay and other places. This
year the Ghambar was scheduled for
March 17, 2002 in Surangi.

In the past we got sponsors at regular
intervals coming forward to bear the
entire expenses of the Ghambar in the
memory of their dear departed rela-
tives. But with the expenses of one
Ghambar mounting up to Rs 50,000 we
have not had sponsors for the last five
years. While the expenses are increas-
ing, our interest income is decreasing.
We therefore appeal to you for sponsor-
ship or donations in cash or kind, which
may be sent to Rohintan M. Daviervala,
Treasurer, Khan Bahadur’s Bungalow,
Sanjan (W. Rly) 396150; Tel. (0260)
376229, 5764359, Cheques may bedrawn

in favor of “Shree Junglewasi Jarthosti

Ghambar Fund.” Your generous contri-

bution will go a long way in preserving
our ancient culture and tradition,

RUSTOM M. VAID

President, Shree Junglewasi Janhoati Ghambar Fund

Zoroastrianor Rastafarian
As a regular reader of your magazine,
currently resident in the UK, I have
been looking for a good quality short
essay on the basic tenets of our religion
and a short history of the Parsis and the
once powerful Persian empire.

The article should be suitable for
any Zoroastrian living abroad (or to a
greater extent suitable for people who
live outside the Bombay/Gujarat areas)
to give to an interested friend or col-
league who may not have previously
heard about the religion, Rather than re-
invent the wheel, | would be grateful if
any of your readers could please either
let me have a copy of any suilable
article or the name of any relevant
workfauthor. My e-mail address is
javidcanteenwala@hotmail.com

Perhaps Parsiana could also include
a suitable article (as a special pullout} in
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its next Pateti or Navroz issue. | am sure
several corporate advertisers would be
willing to sponsor a well written article
that can be handed down generations.

A few years ago, a close friend of
mine was asked about his origins and
religion (at a dinner reception after a
medical conference in Europe). He
launched into the usual Jadi Rana and
the milk and sugar story, mentioned our
position as probably the oldest mono-
theistic religion in the world, our flight
from persecution and oppression in
Persia, etc. On finishing what he be-
lieved was an enlightening précis of the
history of the Parsis, a lady asked him if
that meant that he believed in the holi-
ness of Emperor Haile Selassie (the last
king of Ethiopia). She had wrongly
concluded that Zoroastrians and Rasta-
farians were synonymous.

I am sure that our several color con-
scious, ‘we are better than the rest’
aunties (fiis, kakis, masis and mamis)
will indignantly rally around and find a
suitable essay to dispel any such simi-
larities, albeit in name alone.

JAVIDCANTEENWALA
Essex, UK

Buffet
Dinner
for
10 Persons

Take away
and
TeaTime
Snacks

Pure
Vegetarian
Food

€ Sure Relief of All

Madhivala

Liniment

Aches & Pains?

Pain-Balm

For @ Pain in Joint

® Muscles ® Neck @ Back
@ Knee trouble

and other

body pains. Especially for
-Chronic Complaints a
really effective medicine.

Manulactured by:
Remedies
Pharmaceuticals
127, Wadala Udyog
Bhavan, Wadala,
Mumbai 400031,
Phone : 411 8034
Telalax : 414 7642

24 Farsiana March 2002



Agents / Distributors for

Atul Ltd . Reactive, Vat, Disperse, Sulfur & Acid Dyes
ICI India Ltd (Unigema) : Textile Auxiliaries/Surfactants

Vam Organic Chem Ltd : Polyvinyl Acetate Emulsions, Acetic Acid
Birla 3M Ltd : Scotchgard Protective Textile Finishes

ISP Alginates (UK & USA) : Alginates (Sodium Alginate, Propylene Glycol

Alginate, Ammonium Alginate & Potassium
Alginate), Alginic Acid and Specialty Blends

CP Kelco (UK & USA) : Xanthan Gum (KELTROL/XANTURAL/
KELZAN) Gellan Gum (KELCOGEL/GELRITE)
Whey Protein Concentrate (SIMPLESSE)
Specialty Blends

Head office: Readymoney Bldg No. 1, Sir Ratan Tata Marg
Tardeo Road, Mumbai 400034
Tel: 4944616, 4921255 Telefax: 4930283
E-mail: burzin@bom3.vsnl.net.in

AHMEDABAD OFFICE:
59 Manek Baug Soclety, Surendra Mangaldas Rd, Ahmedabad 380015 Tel: 6431201, 6462703
E-mail: burzinahm@icenet.net

25 Parsiang March 2002



In praise of spring

Western writers generally link tulips to
Turkey simply because the Dutch mer-
chants first brought the tlip from Tur-
key some 408 years ago in 1594. But
rarely do they tell you that it originally
came to Turkey from Persia. Tradition-
ally Iranians (Zarathushtis and non-
Zarathushtis), when decorating the haft
shin table at Navroz, would always
have tulips along with hyacinths and
daffodils. Here is my poetic effort for
Navroz:

Ahura Mazda's gift to mankind 1s here/
For which we sing Him praise/And
praise to thee, Oh Navroz/For the beauty
of your days.

Oh praise to the coming of spring./For
there is beauty and music in your name./
Asthe blustery cold and dull days wane,/
“Rejoice, Navroz is here,” all Zarathus-
hti hearts proclaim.

Mavroz wakes up a sleepy dew dropped
world/As newborn buds and leaves peek
through the icy earth/Sonbels (hya-
cinths), tulips, daffodils fill the air/
With their fragrance so heavenly and
rare/For all mankind to revel in the
loveliness of colors they wear.
Navroz truly is a precious time/When
greelings and prayers ascend from grate-

ful hearis/To make these days the most
blest. RUSI SORABII
Campbell, Califomaa, USA

Band banning

It is futile to complain against the noise
pollution in Bombay. I am not com-
plaining about the ear shattering festi-
vals. I am not complaining of the literal
bombing during Diwali. [ am not com-
plaining of the loudspeakers, during the
Mavratri festival in every galli (lane),
chawl and society in Bombay, blaring
Choli ké peechhé kya hai? and Chhaiyan
Chhaiyan at deafening decibels, with
50-year-old loudspeakers in today’s age
of technology!) emitting 50 percent
music and 50 percent distontion.

I am not complaining of the Ganpati
processions with all the pomp and glory,
dhol and dhamaka. 1 am not complain-
ing of the daily call for namaaz at the
mosques at 5 a.m. In fact, [ am a firm
believer in the freedom Lo practice one’s
religion, as per one's beliefs.

If T am not complaining what is the
point of all this? Well, 1 am a Parsi
Zoroastrian and feel very deeply, for it
seems to me that we, the minutest of
minorities have a different set of rules
laid out for us, to be followed for our

weddings and navjotes!

I believe Bombay has standing or-
ders from the commissioner of police
regarding the timings and intensity of
music allowed, for all occasions and
functions. These laws seem to apply
only to us — the Parsis and Irams,

We Parsis and Iranis have to shut
down our music, in Albless Baug,
Malcolm Baug, Colaba Agiary at 10
p.m. sharp and at Saher Agiary and
Cama Baug at 9.30 p.m. sharp.

Five minutes after that, if our musi-
cians orour disc jockeys have not closed
*shop,” we always have to reckon with
an inspector and a group of constables,
gatecrashing the baugs, reminding us of
the law.

Is this so-called law put into practice
only because we are law-abiding cili-
zens? Is it put into practice because we,
as a community, are peace loving? As
per our custom, our weddings can only
be performed after sunset. The cer-
emony and prayers take approximately
an hour. How much time does that leave
us to dance, enjoy and make merry? By
the time the guests get into the mood,
after a drink or two, to shake a leg, the
party is forced to come to an end!

If an august body like the Parsi
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Punchayet takes this matter up, I am
sure this unnecessary disparity in the
law can be avoided. It is not a problem
that cannot be solved. A relaxation of
even one hour will help to make the
evening a happier one for an occasion
that may be the most important and
joyous day of their lives.

NOSHIR NADIRSHAW SANJANA

Anomaly in name

We Zarathushtis sing Chhaiyé Hamé
Zarathosti with all the justifiable pride
and gusto at our command. Yet when
one of us is asked what religious faith or
denomination one belongs to, in the
same breath, pride and gusto one an-
swers: ‘[ am a Zoroastrian.’

Itdoes not need a religious scholar to
perceive this huge incongruity occur-
ring consistently in this department of
our lives. Just recently I received a
calendar from our august body, the
World Zoroastrian Organisation
(WZ0). Right on the frontispiece this
same incongruity hits the eye where it
reads ‘The World Zoroastrian Organisa-
tion’ immediately followed by *The
World Zarathustrian Trust Fund.” To
quote another example, our august as-
sociation Zoroastrian Trust Funds of
Europe has recently acquired the pre-
mises at Harrow and has called it *Zo-
roastrian Centre’ but no sconer you
enter the main hall you read the plaque
announcing the munificent donation by
the *Zartoshty Brothers.” Not long ago
we read in Parsiana (“The poetic rise of
enterprise,” March 2001) about the
launch of the International Zoroastrian
Chamber of Commerce at the Houston
Congress. Is it not enough lo cause
immense perplexity to any stranger?

The sole purpose of writing this let-
teris to bring forth this glaring anomaly.
Could we not form a body of eminent
coreligionists and decide once and for
all what we want to call our minuscule
fold of, [ understand, less than 100,0007
We are extremely proud of being the
faithful followers and disciples of our
beloved prophet Spitama Zarathushtra
which, as a youngster I was told, means
the ‘Light of the Golden Star.” It is said
it was the Greeks who first called him
Zoroaster and it later got anglicized as
such. In the light of this it is my opinion
thatour fold, faith and institutions should
be rightly called *Zarathusti’ (not Zara-
thushtrian) universally and our prophet
by his correct name *Zarathustra.'

Let us all unite and get rid of this

blundering anomaly once and for all.

Admiuedly this transformation cannot

be made overnight. We will doubtless

get there eventually and earn our be-
loved Prophet’s celestial blessings.

SOLIMASTER

London, UK

Beware of marrying out
From your articles 1 find that you seem
to condone mixed marriages and also
revolutionary unorthodox views,

I am opposed to both boys and girls
marrying outside our community be-
cause it poses an ethnic and demo-
graphic threat to our Parsipana. [twould
be interesting Lo carry out a survey of all
Parsi girls and boys who have taken non
Parsi spouses to ascertain how they are
faring. 1 find most of the jamais (sons-
in-law) are gharjamais (residing with
the girl's family).

In my district and surrounding areas
[ daily read of wife burning and dowry
deaths. How can a Parsi girl ensure that
the boy she is marrying is taking her
only out of love and affection? Many
conmen are surrounding our simple Parsi
girls. Beware!

When a boy begins earning well his
parents have great expectations from
him. They would least accept an out-
cast marriage. DARA M. DOSABHAI

Ghazipuar, Uttar Pradesh

Unsung hero

A large number of Shiv Sena leaders
and followers including Member of the
Legislative Assembly Dinaz Patrawala,
Member of the Legislative Council,
Vilas Avchat, and ex-Corporators Dnya-
neshwar Gavde and Saroj Kapadia at-
tended the funeral of Darabji Bomanji
Ghadiali who expired on December 8,
2001 at his residence in Bombay. Fol-
lowing a severe heart attack on May 20,
2001 he had been confined to bed.

A public condolence meeting was
also held on December 17, 2001 at
Narandas Wadi, Fort, Bombay where
handsome tributes were paid to the
memory of Ghadiali who in 1966 was
selected to be a leader of the Shiv
Sena's Fort unit. In 1969, he was se-
lected as its first shakha pramukh (area
chief) which office he held for almost
14 years, the longest term for a shakha
pramukh.

In the formative years of the Shiv
Sena movement, when there was stiff
opposition from all quarters, Ghadiali
stood like a solid rock behind it and



| believe that nothing can

be greater than a business,
however small it may be, that

is governed by conscience,

and that nothing can be meaner
or more petty than a business,
however large, governed
without honesty and

without brotherhood.

— The First Viscount Leverhulme
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ensured that every program chalked out
by it was a thunderous success. He
happens to be the first and lone Zoroas-
trian who identi-
fied himself with
the sons of the soil
theory much be-
fore the same was
adopied and prac-

ticed by the Shiv \
Sena. / E{“ a‘;
Ghadiali con- - |

Ghadiali: on the
Sorlarn path

tested the Bombay
municipal polls in
1978 against a for-
midable rival, securing the second high-
est votes, His was a dynamic, enthusi-
astic and inspiring personality, an assel
indeed 1o the Fort unit. He was ever
ready 1o help the people irrespective of
their community.

Bom on October 24, 1923 Ghadiali
hailed from Nargol. He started his ca-
| reeras a fire officer in the Bombay Fire
Brigade. Later on he left his job to join
| his father’s business in watches —
“Napolean Watch Company™ situated
at Perin Nariman Strectin Fort, Bombay.
For many years, he was the president,
Fort Traders’ Association and also
served as president of the Ganesh Utsav
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Mr Jehangir N. Medhora & Mrs Jeroo J. Medhora
& Miss Zenobia J. Medhora & Mr Viraf J. Medhora
Wishing a Happy and Prosperous Jamshedi Navroz

Mubarak to the Parsee community
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Mandal, Fort. He was the vice president
of the Rustom Baug Residents Associa-
tion, Byculla, Bombay.

This unusual Parsi gentleman strode
quite a forlorn path by choosing to join
the Shiv Sena movement during its
heyday and remained steadfast with it
till his last breath.

GOPINATHBHALEKER

Religious representation
The religious leaders in Europe who
met at the World Conference of Reli-
gions for Peace (WCRP) decided 1o
form a European Religious Leaders
Coungcil. The Council will consist of the
world’s major faiths (including Zoroas-
trianism). The Council will have 30
members and we shall have one seal.

Forty-two percent (269 million) of
the population of Europe which is Ro-
man Catholic will have five seats on the
Council and we Zoroastrians 0.000018
percent (12,000) shall have one seat.
This shows the generosity and change
in mindset that numbers are not impor-
tant. What is important is that every
single individual counts when working
for the common good.

Now we, the Zoroastrians, have the
opportunitly to be heard and with that
comes responsibility. We must ensure
that we offer the wisdom of our tradi-
tion for the common good that will lead
to the final renovation of the good cre-
ation, by cooperating in common ac-
tions.

This needs
sindividuals willing to offer their ex-
pertise on issues that concern us all, e.g.
poverty, drugs, HIV, religious freedom,
asylum, education, support for the youth,
equality for women, elc;
sfunding to enable persons to partici-
pate in the appropriate meetings;
sresearch to evaluate what our scrip-
tures have to say on the various issues.

I hope our community will fully
participate and offer support. Those
interested can contact me at 18/20 Vale
Road, Bushey Herts, WD23 2HE; Tel:
01923 211168; Fax: 01923 211169,
Web: www.religionsforpeace.org

JEHANGIR SAROSH

President, World Conference of Religions for Peace

Europe

“Pilgrimage of peace”

Leaders of 200 world religions Nanked
the Pope in Assisi on January 24, 2002
in an unprecedented “pilgrimage of
peace” in opposition to the use of vio-
lence in God's name. Commitments to
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work for peace were received in 11
languages including Hebrew, Arabic,
Farsi and Punjabi.

In response to the September L1,
2001 attacks in New York the Pope
said: “Humanity is always in need for
peace. We wish to do our part in fending
off the dark clouds of terrorism, hatred,
armed conflict, which in these last few
months have grown particularly omi-
nous in humanity’s horizon."”

The peace day began early with a
colorful twist, when the various partici-
pants in their robes, beards, dog collars,
skullcaps and turbans boarded a train at
the Vatican's private station bound for
Assisi, where the 13th century Saint
Francis, a warrior turned friar, who
wrote the prayer beginning “Lord, make
me an instrument of Thy peace” is
buried. On its way towards the Umbrian
hill town, the train slowed at stations for
crowds to greel the passengers.

On arrival, the Pope was ferried
through Assisi's crooked streets. As
the religious representatives walked
up the aisle to the large tent covering
the square by the Franciscan monas-
tic complex to greet him, an audience
of several thousands clapped and
cheered.

The Pope's address followed vari-
ous “testimonials to peace” given by
key religious speakers. Later, after
prayers and a “frugal” lunch in the
monastery refectory, participants made
acommitment that religion would never
be used again as a pretext for war,
conflict or violence. The prayer ses-
sions, which took place in the Franciscan
complex, were the highlightofthe event,
Among those present was a delegation
led by the Russian Patriarch Pitirim
whose arrival was read as signalling a
thaw in the frosty relations between the
Vatican and the Russian Orthodox
Church. As the Christians prayed to-
gether, groups representing other reli-
gions prayed in separate rooms and
cells in the adjacent monastery. Later
when the representatives met in the
afternoon lo give their commitment to
oppose religion being used as an excuse
for violence, the Pope, followed by
other representatives, lit the candela-
bra. It will remain in Assisi as a testi-
mony to their undertaking. All involved
then exchanged wishes of peace with
each other and the Pope.

FURHOK K. TANGREE
La Roche-swr-Foron, France

Edited by Parinaz M. Gandhi
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Events and
Personalities

Flying high

Just five days after he was appointed
Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Air Command (EAC), Air Mar-
shal Manek Bomanshaw Madon was
decorated with the
Param Vishist Seva
Medal (PVSM) by
the President of In-
dia on January 26,
2002, notes a com-
muniqué from the
EAC headquarters in

L4, Shillong. The PVSM
Madon: recognizes his life-
distinguished  time achievements
service and distinguished

service of the most
exceptional order.

Prior to assuming his new responsi-
bilities he was senior air staff officer at
Western Air Command (WAC), one of
the most operational commands of the
Indian Air Force (IAF). His other staff
appointments include project manager,
Aircraft Project Management Organisa-
tion at the ministry of defence, senior
officer in charge administration at the
Central Air Command and air defence
commander at the WAC, notes the write-
up summarizing his accomplishments.

For nearly 40 years Madon has been
associated with the IAF, being commis-
sioned as a pilot in the fighter stream in
1963. He is known to have flown almost
all types of fighter aircraft in the inven-
tory of the IAF with approximately
5.000 flying hours to his credit. Having
commanded a frontline MiG-21 squad-
ron “Scorpios” in 1983-85 he enjoys the
distinction of presently being the com-
modore commandant of the squadron,
adds the write-up.

In the Indo-Pak wars of 1965 and

At the WZO felicitation for Frohar
Films from {left): Jesia, Dadi and
Silloo Engineer with insets of
Dastoor (left) and Mahava
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1971 Madon was an active participant
and the Su-7 aircraft that he had flown
in the Khemkaran sector in the opera-
tional combat mission in the 1971 war
earned him a Vayu Sena Medal. A
qualified flying instructor as also fighter
combat leader, Madon has served as a
senior directing staff at the premier
Tactics and Combat Development
Establishment. An alumnus of the De-
fence Service Stafl College, College of
Defence Management, College of Air
Warfare, National Defence College and
Administrative Staff College of India
he was commandant, Air Force Acad-
emy in Hyderabad, the alma mater of
some of the finest pilots in the world.

Signal serial

The Parsi community has been a sub-
ject of curiosity and discussion and
sometimes even misconception. What
is their religion? Whom do they wor-
ship? Where do they come from? The
teleserial Humara Hukhia Hvarshta has
through its 52 episodes filled this void,
acknowledged Dadi Engineer, presi-
dent of the World Zoroastrian

Organisation (WZ0), India at a felici-
tation at the Dadar Athoman Boarding
Madressa on January 5, 2002, Congrat-
ulating the director of Frohar Films,
Ervad Cyrus Dastoor and his commit-
tee, Engineer described their efforts as

“a labor of love because all the mem-
bers work completely gratis,” mentions
a press release summarizing the pro-
ceedings.

In addition to Dastoor who was pre-
sented a plague, WZO (India) also
felicitated his team members: Silloo
Mahava (production in charge and pub-
lic relations), Yasmin Charna (admin-
istration and projects), projects coordi-
nator Dr Amavaz Havewala, produc-
tion executive Aban Baria, cinematog-
rapher Pervez Irani, set designer Sam
Kerawala, and committee members
Merzban Bhesania, Darayas Chachaand
Maharukh Driver.

Giving due credit to the Cama
Athornan Institute for equipping him
with the requisite knowledge to under-
take this project, Dastoor referred to the
harrowing times when there was no
money to pay the technical staff until an
ameshaspand or angel would come forth
with guidance to continue the project.
The cooperation of the high priests,
scholars, speakers, the Athornan Mandal
and the Dadar Athornan Madressa, as
also the donors was commendable,
stated Dastoor. He was hopeful that
through the telecast of the serial every
Zarathushti would be fortified with the
necessary understanding to impart the
basic principles of the religion to others.

The audience that evening gol an
opportunity to view the highlights of
the 52 episodes already screened as also
glimpsesof the forthcoming ones. While
outlining the history of the serial, Mithoo
Jesia referred to its conception, its first
few episodes when high priests were
shown giving talks on religious sub-
jects, the subsequent ones when inter-
views with well-known personalities
were conducted, the entertaining ones
when children of the community were
given an opportunity to showcase their
talent and culture.

The soundtrack and music for
Humara Hukhra Hvarshra was com-
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posed by Kersi Mistry. A new audiocas-
selle that includes the songs, monajats
and melodies used in the teleserial was
released by Silloo Engineer. The 52
episodes of Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta
arcavailable on compact disc and video,
announced Jesia, urging the commu-
nity to buy them to educate those seek-
ing knowledge.

Health unit

Four bright young medicos are raring to
go at the Lady Hirabai Cowasjee
Jehangir Health Unit at Bombay's
Gamadia Colony. The Unit's adminis-
trator Arnavaz Khan hosted a special
meet on January 24, 2002 to introduce
dental surgeon and consultant periodon-
tist Dr Tanaz Boyce Mirza, ENT sur-
geon Dr Vikram Jaisinghani, derma-
tologist Dr S. P. Sirur and consultant
ophthalmic surgeon Dr Cyres Mehta to
the Parsi Press.

Also meeting the doctors and the
Press was Jasmin Jehangir. Khan hoped
toinvolve Jehangirin the administration
of the Health Unit founded by her grand-
mother-in-law, the redoubtable former
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) chair-
person Lady Hirabai Jehangir.

The 53-year-old institution located
at Tardeo caters to the community, rang-
ing from the middle class to the down-
and-out, at costs ranging from 75 to
zero percent of what would be payable
elsewhere, emphasized Khan,

The addition of the four young doc-
tors to a substantial existing team led by
cardiologist Dr Dinyar Gamadia aims
at reopening departments like oph-
thalmic and ENT surgery which had
been discontinued some time ago, Khan
noted. With a donation in hand she is
hoping to reprovide the facility to the
community once an elevator is installed
to service the adjoining Khan Hospital
(also known as the Cottage Hospital)
where a contingent of about six nurses
and as many ayahs and ward boys care
for a maximum 31 patients at a time.

Mehta, who returned from the US in
mid 2001 after acquiring professional
fellowshipsin phacoemulsification cata-
ract surgery, advanced non-invasive
glaucoma surgery and refractive sur-
gery, referred to India as the home of
cataract and glaucoma blindness be-
cause of its huge population and insuf-
ficient eye-care facilities. The high in-
cidence of diabetes among Parsis espe-
cially impacts the eyes, he noted. De-
claring the results of average cataract
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surgery as “quite bad,” Mehta suggested
the induction of a phaco machine whose
price now ranges between six and eight
lakh rupees but is cost effective in the
long run as it requires less anesthesia
and aftercare and the patient “can go
back to work fast.” Until then he seemed
willing to bring his own mobile unit
when required.

Sirur, who sees mainly bacterial in-
fections, warts and boils among his
patients at the Health Unit, suggested
the addition of a cautering machine and
a biopsy punch graph in the operation
theater.

Boyce Mirza, who specializes in
gums and gum diseases, notices teeth
which are “mobile” because of bone
loss. She described her technique as
“putting in bone graphs with surgery.”
It would require an ultraviolet ray cur-
ing light which, along with its compos-
ite material, would mean an outlay of
Rs 25,000 and may not be needed at the
Unit just yet. The Unit is “decently
equipped” for normal extractions and
fillings, she says, emphasizing its very
high level of sterilization. Full-mouth
scaling is also on offer at the Unit and
Boyce Mirza is pained that younger
members of the community do not avail
of these benefits, preferring to patron-
ize private practice instead.

As the age group that has been fre-
quenting the Health Unit is 50+
Jaisinghani has largely been seeing hear-
ing disorders and a need for hearing
aids. He suggested that the BPP, which
runs the Health Unit, should evolve a
procedure to provide these gadgets. He
also suggested that when investing in a
microscope for ophthalmic use it might
be possible to find a model which is also
compatible with ear surgery.

Noting that the Health Unit's re-
sources were more restricted than that
of the B. D. Petit Parsee General or
Masina Hospitals, Gamadia suggested
“we could look into instrumentation in
future.” He also wanted to avoid surgi-

cal procedures “because (we are) not

adequately equipped for high anti-sep-
sis requirements.” He referred to the
need for funds when “in a fair number
of cases people feel they should be
treated free.”

Boyce Mirza and Jaisinghani felt the
need to counter two misconceptions in
the community: that the Health Unit is
a facility only for the aged and that
charitable institutions (like this one) do
not offer quality health care: “The level

of sterilization is very good. We use
only disposable syringes and needles,”
she affirmed. The current charge of Rs
10 per year for a case paper was consid-
ered totally inadequate and reinforced
the popular myth of professional inade-
quacy, they maintained. “We are will-
ing to work; we are sad when there are
no patients,” noted Boyce Mirza.

The Health Unit, which also offers
pediatrics, gynecology, orthopedics and
physiotherapy, runs a free milk and
nourishment scheme as well as a fund
for providing expensive medicines to
impoverished patients, welcomes do-
nations from the community. Cheques
favoring the Lady Jehangir Health Unit
may be addressed to the institution speci-
fying the end use for the contribution.

Medical services available at the
Health Unit:

*Cardiology: Gamadia on Tuesdays at
11 a.m.; Dr Vidya Doshi on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at 4.30 p.m.
*Dentistry: Orthodontist DrS. M. Javeri
one Wednesday amonth at | p.m.; DrS.
Divecha on Tuesdays at 2 p.m.; Boyce
Mirza on Thursdays at 1 p.m.
sDermatology: Sirur on Thursdays at 9
a.m.
*ENT: Jaisinghani on Wednesdays at 9
a.m.
*Gynecology: DrD. 5. Dalal on Wednes-
days at 4.30 p.m.
*Homeopathy: Dr D. D. Gamadia, first
and third Mondays at 10 a.m.
«Medical: Dr M. A. Nalladaru, Monday
to Friday at 9 a.m.
«Ophthalmic: Dr R. J. Patel on Fridays
at 10 a.m.; Dr H. H. Vakil on Mondays
at 10.30 a.m.; Mehta on Thursdays at 10
a.m.
*Orthopedics: Dr V. H. Jokhi on Fri-
days at 12.30 p.m.
Pediatrics: Dr S. H. Mullan on Satur-
days at 10 a.m.
*Physician and acupuncture: Dr S.
Kothari, Monday to Friday at 1.30 p.m.
*Physiotherapy: Dr M. Z. Khatkhate on
every working day at 8 am.

Amavaz 5, Mama

Sound and secure

Managing 13 trusts/funds, the Surat
Parsi Panchayat (SPP) board is the cus-
todian of a total corpus of Rs
171,308,346.58 according to the au-
dited statement of accounts forwarded
by their president Dr Sam Bhacca for
the financial year ending March 31,
2001. While SPP itself showed a corpus
of Rs 76,451,989.44, the next highest
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corpus of Rs 29,703,931.32 was shown
by the Nariman Home. The Alpaiwala
Institute recorded the lowest corpus of
Rs 188,730.59. The SPP controlling
immovable properties valued at Rs
16,404,633.82 earned rent and income
from land valued at Rs 455,442 and
expended Rs 1,044,859.44 in respect of
properties while the Patel School show-
ing the next highest figure of Rs
4,826,554.08 for immovable properties
gets a yield of Rs 127,536,

In keeping with the trend of preced-
ing years, the SPP expended the largest
sum of Rs 11,534,023.10 on secular
education this year as against Rs
10,724,712.62 the year earlier. For
medical relief the amount expended
was Rs990,858.50 as againstRs 783,513
in 1999-2000. Towards relief of pov-
erty, the sum spent was Rs 848,470.50
of which Rs 374,560 were distributed
as doles to poor Parsis.

During the year under review the
SPP received donations from individu-
als amounting to Rs 226,359 and from
public trusts, Rs 128974.75 with Rs
45,000 specifically earmarked for earth-
quake relief, bringing the total 10 Rs
400,333.75. In the previous year they
had received Rs 312,026.71 as dona-
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tions from individuals and public trusts.
Among the other institutions which
expend sums on educational causes are
the Nariman Parsi Zoroastrian Girls
Orphanage which spent Rs
1,305,859.83, the Bai P. M. Patel
Singanporwala Girls School, Rs
1,548,420.90, the Surat Parsi Boys'
Orphanage which spent  Rs
1,542,300.46, The First Dastur Meherji
Rana Trust Fund Rs 88,748, the Seth
Sorabji Nauserwanji Parukh Polytechnic
Institute Rs 70,932.20, Sorabji Burjorji
Dastur Darab Pahlana Trust Rs 56,700
and the Seth K. H. Alpaiwala Industrial
Institute for Women and Girls Rs 38,293,
The Bai G. N. Mehta Maternity Hos-
pital spent Rs 196,055 on medical relief
ascompared to the Seth R. D. Tarachand
Parsi General Hospital which showed
Rs 1,209,052.58 and the Nariman Home
and Infirmary Rs 1,955,572.98. The
Dastur Darab Pahalana Trust spent Rs
40,000 towards medical relief.
While the SPP has been forwarding
a copy of their audited accounts for the
last many years, this year they also
reported that they had kept their ac-
counts open for inspection by commu-
nity members at 13 institu-
tions in Surat, notable among
them being the Kadmi and the
Modi Atash Behrams, Bisn,
Goti, Rustompura, Saiyed-
pura and Baug-e-Padshah
agiaries, the Nanpura and
Ookedji Dharamshalas, the
Rustompura and Andrews
Libraries, the anjumans al
Gopipura and Manpura,
Even before Parsiana
could study the SPP accounts,
we were forwarded a copy of
the Gujarat Samachar of Oc-
tober 2. 2001 wherein it was

Dinshaw Bapuna's family

gather at the unveiling of
the patriarch’s portrait
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Headquarters of the
Surar Parsi Panchayat
Photo: Ashvin Mehta

reported that on the basis
of a complaint filed by
SPP trustee Dr Dhanji-
shaw Dumasia alleging
mismanagement of funds
and autocratic function-
ing by certain trustees and
officials, the central vigi-
lance commissioner had
initiated an enquiry via the charity com-
missioner. On enquiring with Bhacca,
Parsianawas promptly furnished asheaf
of documents with a caution that since
“reopening of the enquiry (makes it)
sub judice, we are advised by our law-
yers that at present it should not be
published.”

In the meantime the SPP keeps aug-
menting its funds and continues invest-
ing the sums, with their auditors D. N.
Shukla and Company attesting “that no
money of the public trust has been
invested contrary to provisions of sec-
tion 35 of the Bombay Public Trust Act,
1950; that no alienation of immovable
property contrary 1o the provisions of
section 35 have come to our notice.”

President’s portrait
To honor the memory of the late
Dinshaw Bapuna who had served as
president of the Nagpur and Kampthi
Parsi Zarthosti Anjuman for 23 years
his portrait was unveiled by his succes-
sor Edul Bhagwagar at the Bilimoria
Brothers Parsi Dharamshala Hall on
January 23, 2002.

The young and old members of the

Parsi community gathered in full
strength to pay respect to the doyen of
Central India’s Bapuna Group of Com-
panies who died on July 31, 2001. The
entire Bapuna family too had come
from different corners of the globe to
honor the patriarch, Among those who
had graced the occasion were Nagpur’s
well-known politicians, businessmen,
industrialists, lawyers, doctors and
sports personalities. The congregation
was later treated to a grand dinner hosted
by the Bapuna family, according to a
report sent by Shiraz Gimi, president of
the Nagpur Parsi Gymkhana.

A few weeks earlier Bapuna’s por-
traits had been installed at the Bai
Hirabai Mullan Dar-e-Meher at Nagpur
and the agiary at Akola, states Gimi. It
was during his tenure as president of the
Anjuman that the Nagpur Agiary was
renovated and restored on the occasion
of its centenary. When building a com-
plex for middle-class Parsis in Nagpur,
the philanthropic Bapuna had ensured
that funds were never a problem for the
deserving. His charities extended to
diverse social and sports causes.

Zoroastrians’ ‘just’ war
“Why are Parsis so prominent in the
apposing professions of war and medi-
cine? What is there in the Zoroastrian
religion that so inspires them?” Re-
search professor at the University of
Derby and visiting professor to London
University's School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) Prof John
Hinnells posed these questions to him-
self as he addressed the topic “War and
Religion in Zoroastrianism™ al
Bombay's K. R, Cama Oriental Insti-
tute (KRCOI) on January 17,
2002. He was in the city in
connection with a book on
the Parsis of Bombay in col-
laboration with Dastur (Dr)
Kaikhusroo JamaspAsa,
High Priest of the Anjuman
Atash Behram,

Unlike the “Hellenstic
dualism of spirit and flesh,”
Zoroastrian theology per-
ceives the material world as
a fulfilment of the spintual
world, said Hinnells, adding,
“Zoroasirianism gives sanc-
tity to the material world as
no other religion does.” Con-
ceiving evil as a “force
trapped in the good material
world.” it is referred 1o as
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drij or the lie and equated to disorder,
violence, chaos and destruction. “Fight-
ing the lie is the primary duty of Zoro-
astrians. The doctor and the soldier are
fighting the lie in their respective
spheres,” remarked Hinnells, A warisa
just war when it is fought to restore
order and harmony as determined by
the principle of Asha.

In the light of the exhortation to
charity so deeply embedded in the Zo-
roastrian psyche, the Parsis have over-
whelmingly subscribed to medical chari-
ties, both personally in terms of enter-
ing the profession and financially by
way of setting up hospitals, wards, clin-
ics, dispensaries and sanatoria. This is
one prong of the Zoroastrian fight
against the druj of disease and physical
suffering.

According to the Pahlavi texts
“Hormazd declares himself a healer
and a priest. The priests were the best
healers. (It was their) divine function,
not merely human. The Prophet himself
was a priest, which is not true of any
other prophet.” The interaction between
the spiritual (menog) and temporal
(gerig) worlds being governed by righ-
teousness in thought, word and action,
the doctor, the warrior and the priest are

all involved in maintaining the divine
harmony. “Wherever a Zoroastrian sees
violence or disorder, he sees the need
for a just war,” maintained Hinnells,

The lecture had first been given at
SOAS in memory of the London high
priest, the much loved Dastur (Dr) Sorab
Kutar. Initially an army doctor, Kutar
had been decorated for bravery in the
MNorth African campaign by Field Mar-
shal Montgomery. Hinnells narrated that
Kutar had frequently renounced the
safety of the camp to rescue afflicled
soldiers in the field.

In the course of his opening and
closing remarks KRCOI trustee
Muncherji Cama referred to an old Arab
saying “Heaven forbid you live in inter-
esting times,” adding, *“We are living in
interesting though twrbulent times.”
Later recalling how the warring city
states of medieval Dtaly, home of all
kinds of charlatans, criminals and power
hungry rulers and usurpers, had spawned
the great Renaissance of art and ¢ulture
which remains a high point of modern
history to this day, Cama hoped that the
developments of our own chaotic times
may also produce similar milestones in
the cultural history of the world,

AS M.
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Site for the scouts

Enjoying the distinction of being the oldest continuously
running scoul group in the country, claiming three genera-
tions of members, Sethna's 18th West Bombay Scout Group
recently launched its website. Creating its presence on the
Internet and the world wide web the new site was undertaken
*with an aim to keep its members in Bombay and those all
over the world...in touch with what is happening at the
troop,” notes an e-mail forwarded to Parsiana by Marzban
Giara,

The website hup:/fsethnas.org offers an interesting in-
sight into the history of this troop, its long list of honors,
awards and milestones with an array of information on boy
scouting and current happenings at the troop. The design and
technical aspects of the website were handled by Rover
Arzan Wadia with the coordination of Rover Homiar Hathiram
and advice of Rover Yazdi Patel and other managing com-
mittee members of the Sethnas Scouling Society, states the
news report.

Nearly all the contents of the site need to be credited 1o the
late scouter Khurshedji Mistry who had joined the troop asa
small boy in 1914 and retained his ties for the next 81 years,
meticulously documenting the group’s activities and accom-
plishments.

Originally known as the 18th-19th Bombay Scout Group,
the troop has its origin in the foresight of Rustomiji Edulji
Sethna who stumbled upon a book on the then relatively
unknown activity of boy scouting. Seeking to make young
boys into great citizens, he guided them on their quest o
excel in the everyday world. After joining the group in the
cub pack at the age of around six, they advance to the scout
troop or the sea scout troop when they are 11 and excel as
scouts until they reach maturity when they become rovers
and then take on the duties as guardians of the group.

“As the years have gone by and our old boys have gone
into different parts of the world to chart their own fate and
futures, we hope that the website will become a virtual
meeting ground for them, a place where they can come back
and revive memories of their younger years,” states the press
release,

Cultural cohesive

“The desire to hear lilting old Parsi melodies seems firmly
embedded in the Parsi ethos,” writes Dhun Fram Billimoria,
committee member of the Parsi Zoroastrian Association
(PZA) of Calcutta giving an account of the musical program
they organized at the Mehta Atash Adaran hall on December
30, 2001.

Gujarati music generates the spirit of Parsipane and
evokes religio-cultural sentiments that bring the community
together, remarked president Adi Rabadi. Guest artiste
Jamshed Kotwal from Bombay who had come to regale the
audience with songs from his first musical album Ame Parsi,
Ame Grear referred to his life’s work interspersed with
humorous anecdotes.  He then rendered a series of inspiring
religious songs including one which was not in the album,
Minoi thi geti maa aavi, amaari din Zarthosti which were
highly appreciated. But the ones which were an instant hit
were the humorous songs Daddy, Daddy, Ghoro Karao, Oh
Dear Mumbai, My Dear Mumbai and the evergreen Ame
Parsi, Ame Grear. In deference to audience requests he also
sang a few Hindi film songs.
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Tardeo, Mumbai 400034
Tel: 4944856, 4943210
Fax: 4947151

To show their appreciation the PZA
presented a silver salver and a bouquet
of flowers to Kotwal as joint honorary
secretary Dinsha Surti read the vote of
thanks.

The popular Chhaiyé Hamé
Zarathosti sung with zest by all present
in the hall reinforced that songs are a
strong link that bind the culture, cus-
toms and religion of the community.
The sumptuous dinner catered by Ervad
Soli R. Kotwal brought to an end a
memorable evening.

Dance to divinity

Dividing her time between New York
and Bombay, between teaching, re-
searching and performing, contempo-
rary dancer Uttara Asha Coorlawala’s
dedication was rewarded with yet an-
other distinction — the Dadabhai
Maoroji Intemational Award for Excel-
lence and Lifetime Achievement. The
Award conferred on her on May 25,
2001 in Bombay honors her “for creat-
ing a contemporary dance vocabulary
for India and for having wrought a
profound and permanent change in the
Indian dance environment,” notes a press
release. Instituted by the Dadabhai
Naoroji Parliamentary Centenary Com-

miltee, the award recognizes service Lo
the nation and society.

Her seminal work is archived in the
Dance Research Collection of the New
York Public Library, Lincoln Centre,
Mew York and finds a place in the
International Encyclopedia of Dance
published by the Oxford University
Press. Sections of her doctoral thesis
and other writings are required reading
for courses at Barnard, Columbia,
UCLA (University of California at Los
Angeles), Temple University and other
dance programs, according to the press
release. She is a professor at Long Is-
land University and also teaches at
Barnard College and Princeton.

Her lifelong aim has been to create a
fusion between eastern and weslern
forms of dance. She undertook inten-
sive courses in yoga and Bharat Natyam,
graduated from Smith College, trained
under the legendary dance diva Martha
Graham in New York, and performed
with the Pearl Lang Dance Company
and America's other great dance com-
panies including Alvin Ailey and Merce
Cunningham.

In 1970 her performance of Yakshi
{inspired by the stone sculptures she
had seen at Sanchi as a teenager) that

With best compliments from

M. Dinshaw

& Company Private Limited
Master Stevedores & Contractors

2nd Floor, 77, Mint Road, Fort, Mumbai 400001
Tel: 2693389, 2690403, 2679937/38 Fax: 2679783
Telegraphic Address: SALTWATER Mumbai
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fused Indian sensibilities with western
dance techniques propelled her into the
post modern movement. To ensure a
continuous interaction between cultures
she formed the Mandala Dance Theatre
Company comprising eight young New
York based dancers. “In 1974 they
embarked on a nine-city tour in India
and despite initial bewilderment, the
tour changed perceptions about modern
dance, giving the rich tradition of In-
dian dance a new direction and adding
a new chapter to dance history,” men-
tions a write-up by Gopika Vaidya. “A
year later Coorlawala’s dance changed
dramatically through a chance meeting

7 %
&y

with Swami Muk-
tananda Param-
hansa (who) chris-
tened her ‘Uttara’
after a princess in
the Mahabharata
who was taught
dance by Prince
Arjuna in his 13th
avatar. Asha became Uttara Asha and
with this emerged a new quest for truth
through dance,” adds Vaidya.

Over the years she has embarked on
20 international dance tours sponsored
by cultural and government agencies.
She is the past recipient of the JDRIII
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Tel: 4121799/4140344 Email: superstarvideolabs @ excite.com

SUPERSTAR

VIDEO LABS

Coorlawala:
embodying
the essence
of dance
{alongside)
and con-
ducting a
class ar the
Leipzig
Conservi-
fory of
Dance (far

left)

Rockefeller Fellowship in USA and the
Homi Bhabha Fellowshipin India. With
dance remaining an essential and cen-
tral part of her being she is credited with
having helped to reconceptualize the
place and role of India in the global
history of dance. Coorlawala lives up to
the words of her guru Martha Graham
that dance should “energize the specta-
tor into keener awareness of the vigor,
the mystery, the humor, the vanety and
the wonder of life.”

Spirit and speed
“I believe you must always first treat
yourself to the absolute finest and very
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best that life has to offer. Second best is
never good enough... | place great value
on aspiration...] drive my motorcycle
each day to enjoy that sheer driving
pleasure, elan and luxury it holds,”
mentions motivational speaker Cyrus
Jehangir Sataravalla, credited by Busi-
ness India (January 7-20, 2002) as be-
ing “the only person in India with a

Sartaravalla: “believe in the powers
within focussed thought™

1,000 ¢cc BMW motorcycle.”
Although happy with his material
possession Sataravalla was quoted in
Business India as stating, “For me the
BMW and Rolls Royce are not acquisi-

\

tions but symbols from my subcon-
scious to reach beyond the normal set
standards.”

“The BMW has the undisputed repu-
tation of being the finest motoreycle in
the world; the ultimate touring machine
— quiet, reliable, super smooth, very
expensive...BMWSs endure and they
command respect as superb machines,”
wrote Sataravalla in re-
sponse 1o Parsiana’s que-
ries.

Builtin 1978 and priced
at $4,195 (around Rs
63,000 at that time) ac-
cording to the Business
India report, model R 100
S came to him in 1999
after years of correspon-
dence with the Munich
based Bayerische Motoren
Werke AG. The com-
pany's historical archives
sent him a rider's manual and technical
data with the warning: “Keep them
well, they are normally not available
anymore,” They are meant to last a
lifetime and to be passed on to the next
generation, states another news report.

In one of his missives to Parsiana,
Sataravalla puts it succinctly: “I'm a
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man who passionately believes in the
powers within focused thought. What
happens 1o you is never as important as
what you tell yourself inside. Your life
is not one of chance. It is one of specific
choices — decisions made during each
ordinary everyday moment... Dreams are
meant o come true in the here and
now.”

For Sataravalla these words are par-
ticularly meaningful for way back in
1977 after a grueling 13-hour life sav-
ing surgery his entire large intestine
was removed in USA and 15 years later
two feet of his small intestine. But the
optimist describes the scenario: “This
time it was not just life smiling upon me
with this great blessing but destiny point-
ing a direct path I was to traverse. What
remained was what counted, my inborn
spirit and hidden awesome creative
powers...That is the specific domain,
that magical realm inside that my semi-
nars focus on, guiding each to awaken to
the crackle of that lightning bolt within
urging you to strike way beyond tempo-
rary limitations, to tune instead into an
altogether higher plane of awareness.”

After studying at 5t Stephen’s Col-
lege in New Delhi he began his voca-
tion as a tea taster in Calecutta in 1979

with Goodricke to be followed by 10
years as a fire extinguisher salesman
with Minimax. “Today [ set alight and
fan that creative fire within people,”
mentions Sataravalla who under his
Quantum Success banner conducts ses-
sions for clients like Atlas Copco, Bajaj
Auto, Dr Beck and Company, Garware
Wall Ropes, Kirloskar Brothers, Mahin-
dra and Mahindra. He then set out to
recommission a shut down tea factory
on a desolate hilltop in the Nilgiris
where he spent nine months out in the
wilds often surviving on wild honey
when hunger gnawed, learning what
“survival, danger, endurance and
commitment meant.”

Currently he is engaged 17 hours a
day to complete his book Beyond
Guts, the hard cover English edition
of which is due to be published in
April 2002, The feedback from in-
ternationally acclaimed best-selling
author Dominique Lapierre, who
found the foreword “exciting, warm,
touching,” Sataravalla feels is “a won-
derful beginning for my coming
book.”

Stage savvy

I had occasion to see the novel perfor-

mances of the Parsi Theatre which
{were) eye-catching, for they had some
excellent acting. They were also neater,
compact and did not drag on like the
others.” Noted poet Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay's interface with the the-
ater which had been reporied in her
memoirs, fnner Recesses Outer Spaces
was relived at the exhibition curated by
Ranesh Ray on the occasion of her birth
centenary celebrations at Delhi’s India
International Centre from October 22-
31, 2001, mentions Naira Ahmadullah,
Some other nuggets about the Parsi
theater in the last quarter of the 19th
century can also be gleaned from her
wrilings:

“The Zoroastrian Natak Mandali
went back to the '80s. Other Parsi com-
panies followed like Elphinstone,
Alfred. A repertory was formed in Urdu,
Shahanama, that performed colorful
shows like Arabian Nights as also
Shakespeare. Among actors in my time,
Baliwalla is best remembered as the
most innovative and daringly adven-
turous. He took his troupe abroad, vis-
ited England, played before Queen
Victoria and was rewarded by her in
token of her appreciation, a fact very
few seem to know. Some of these Parsis
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were resourceful in stagecraft besides
histrionics. They used for their themes
Sanskrit and Persian mythology, medi-
eval legends, historical events from di-
verse races and peoples, made adapta-
tions to suit local conditions. They
brought women on the stage and the
artist Gohar attained much fame. They
also did pantomimes. I regret that those
who never saw these plays constantly
malign them contemptuously. They
were a passing phase by their very
nature but nevertheless carried a flavor
of their own which made considerable
impact even on seasoned theater artists
of the time.

“Jt was the Parsi Theatre that intro-
duced the Hindi drama to the Calcutta
audience. Though matured, the audi-
ence seemed to have fallen for it. Even
a veleran artiste and one of the pioneers
of modern Bengali Theatre, Sisir
Bhaduri, joined the Bengali Theatre of
the Madans who ran the Parsi Theatre.
It is equally interesting that Prithviraj
Kapoor, the veteran actor of Bombay,
had his first innings in the Calcutta
Parsi Theatre.”

Compiled by Parinaz M. Gandhi

Best wishes for
Jamshedi Navroz to
All Zoroastrians

“A moment’s insight is
sometimes worth a
life’s experience.”

0. W. HoLmes

Nergish-Russi-
Karishma-Shaan

With Best Wishes
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ZOROASTRIANS ABROAD

At the economic helm

As Sri Lanka's minister of finance, Kairshasp
Choksy is working to revive the country’s paralyzed economy

As the United National Front govern-
ment undertook to rebuild a civil war
shattered Sri Lanka after the seven-year
rule of the People's Alliance party, the
incoming Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe chose President's
Counsel Kairshasp Choksy as his fi-
nance minister. Choksy, the country’s
first “full-time fi-
nance minister after
14 years,” inherits an
economy “'torn at its
seams. The losses are
astronomical. The
deficits are gargan-
twan,” Ravi Laddu-
wahetty describes Sri
Lanka's financial landscape in a pre-
lude to his interview with Choksy pub-
lished in Daily News (January 28, 2002),

In the published interview Choksy
himself describes the economy as “in a
state of paralysis. Economic growth,
for the first time in our history, is below
zero. Inflation is running at around 15
percent. The budget deficit last year
was as much as 11 percent of GDP
(gross domestic product). Recurrent
expenditure has exceeded revenue, The
outstanding public debt is Rs 1,414
billion. This means that taken as an
average over Sri Lanka's population,
every citizen of Sri Lanka carries a debt
of Rs 76,000.”

It will require an iron will for
Choksy to push through his pro-
gram of reducing current ex-
penditure while maintaining
capital investment, simplifying
the tax structure, dercgulating
business transactions, pushing
Rs 25 billion worth of stagnant
projects through to productivity
and effectively utilizing the US

Choksy {above and alongside)
assuming ministerial responsi-
bility with Freny, Kharsheed,
Visheasp and their wives
Pervin and Sirina looking on
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S 700 million annual allocation in for-
eign aid that, he says, has remained
unutilized since many ycars. Al a time
when government revenue is facing a
projected decline of Rs 30 billion, it
will maintain the additional payment of
Rs 1,250 million in salary increases 1o
public servants and Rs 750 million in
additional pension costs which the out-
going People’s Alliance had promised
to the electorate, as per the interview
article.

Choksy's task could hardly be en-
vied by any economist in the world,

' That Wickremesinghe has handed it to

Choksy could be because of the latter's
proven talent for finding his way through
political landmines: he had steered Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa to victory
in the Sri Lanka Supreme Court in
1988, routing Sirimavo Bhandaranaike,
the former Prime Minister, who had
challenged Premadasa’s election on the
grounds of intimidation et al. The hear-
ings which spanned 525 working days,
examined 910 witnesses and covered
26,000 pages in recorded proceedings
entered The Guinness Book of World
Records as the longest trial in history.

Refusing to be pinned down to a
“fixed timetable.” Choksy was banking
on “the ongoing ccasefire (with insur-
gent LTTE to) help reduce military
expenses.” He hoped o revive the pri-

vate sector in the course of his
government's peace talks with the LTTE
and also “contain inflation... through
the increase of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI)," greater deregulation and
trade.

To establish the transparency and
accountability that the business com-
munity is secking in a land where “cor-
ruption and kickbacks were rampant”
for 25 years, as noted Ladduwahetty,
Choksy said that all large tenders would
need the approval of the finance minis-
try. Choksy expected to maintain ap-
parel exports and revive lourism in view
of the prevailing ceasefire; to promote
small and medium scale industries in
the rural areas to create employment
opportunities; to improve management
in the public sector by chairing a com-
mittee that will “frequently review and
coordinate the progress of each project
to ensure efficient and timely imple-
mentation.” By these and other con-
comitant measures like curtailing the
budget deficit, Choksy hopes 1o rev up
the currently projected -0.6 percent
growth rate of the cconomy to a positive
five percent.

Choksy is a respected constitutional
and commercial lawyer. A trustee and
the most high profile of the 60 odd
Parsis who now constitute the Ceylon
Parsi Anjuman Trust, Choksy had had a
berth in an earlier United
MNational Party govern-
ment. In a chat with Par-
siana in 1998 he had as-
cribed the reduced num-
bers of the community
from an earlier estimate of
350 10 the change in citi-
zenshiplaws that mandated
that a person and his'her
father had to be Sri Lanka
born to qualify for citizen-
i ship. Half the community
had then chosen to retun
to India. When the study
of Sinhalese became com-



pulsory, it triggered a migration to Aus-
tralia, Choksy had told Parsiana (see
“The Zoroastrians of Serendip,” Par-
siana, January 1999).

Choksy, his wife Freny and their
three sons, chose to remain. While
Jamsheed pursues his academic career
in the US as associate professor of Near
Eastern Languages and Cultures at In-
diana University, Vishtasp is a lawyer
and Kharsheed, aresearch manager with
the US Agency for International Devel-
opment in Colombo.

Jassawalla’s artificial heart
Congestive heart failure, a degenera-
live progressive disease, kills 500,000
Americans every year, informs The
Gateway (August 14, 2001), the bulle-
tin of the Rotary Club of Bombay.
There are only two treatment options
available — a heart transplant or the use
of an artificial heart. With only 4,500
donor hearis available worldwide, the
demand for antificial hearts is reckoned
at 100,000 a year all over the world.
The Gateway ascribes these figures
to a talk given by Jal 5. Jassawalla who
is said to have spent his entire working
life developing an implantable artifi-
cial heart which received the approval

of the US Federal Drug Agency (FDA)
two years ago. Since then 1,300 pa-
tients have received a new lease of life,
notes The Gateway.

The World Heart Corporation’s se-
nior vice-president,
Jassawalla, with 15
patents for implant-
able devices under
his belt, is said to be
working to develop
the next generation
of heart assistance

Jassawalla: systems.
giving a new The topic of
lease of life Jassawalla's Rotary

lecture was “Chal-
lenges in the making of an implantable
artificial heart.” This integrated pump
drive unit is placed in the upper left
quadrant of the abdomen. [t has an
inflow connection to the left ventricle
of the heart and an outlet connected to
the aorta, the main artery of the body.
The device is designed to be sell-regu-
lating, he said.

Describing the advantages of the
artificial heart as compared 1o a trans-
plant, Jassawalla said, “First, you leave
the normal regulatory mechanisms in-
tact if you leave the heart in place.

Second, the heart can act as a back-up
should you have a problem with the
device. And third, in a few patients we
have removed the device after a pro-
longed period of support. We call this a
‘bridge to recovery application” which
we would not have been able to do had
we removed the patient’s heart.”

Powered by a pair of batteries, the
device is made of material that is bio-
compatible, inert and not capable of
triggering the body’s rejection mecha-
nism, notes the The Gareway article.

The durable miniature device trans-
fers power without damaging the body’s
tissues and is blood compatible. It has
been designed to keep pace with the
human heart which beats 15 million
times a year, notes the write-up. It is
monitored with a remote so that non-
invasive intervention, if ever required,
is possible.

The artificial heart was subjected to
long-term bench testing, animal ex-
periments and clinical trials spanning
18 months, which invelved comparison
of survival with “controls™ (patients
treated with the best available medical
therapy). The device recipients recorded
a survival rate of 87 percent against the
comtrols’ survival rate of 35 percent,
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winning it the FDA approval. More-
over, the patients who survived enjoyed
a better quality of life, leading normal
lives, Jassawalla told his audience.

Developed at a cost of $ 250 million,
the device has been implanted in pa-
tients throughout the world whose aver-
age age is reckoned at 48 years, Jassa-
walla informed the gathering that the
next generation systems will be smaller,
simpler and “more forgettable™ for the
recipient. His team is also working to
extend the product life of the device
from the current five 1o 10 years and 1o
reduce the cost from the present 370,000
{(which does not include hospital stay
and other expenses) as well as the over-
all cost of the therapy, said Jassawalla.

The son of Roshan and Sohrab
Jassawalla, Jal is a former student of
Bombay's Cathedral and John Connon
High School who completed his mas-
ters in mechanical engineering from
Stanford University in 1970 and his
MBA from Berkeley in 1978. Mar-
ried to Diane, Jassawalla enjoys a
good read. The couple have two chil-
dren, a daughter Amisa, 16, who has
just graduated from high school and a
son Mikhil, 14, informs their grand-
mother Roshan.

Repaying the community
The Bank of America’s vice president/
business partner relationship manager,
supplier diversity and development
(5D& D) groupin Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, USA, Rustam Wadia advises mi-
nority business enterprises: “Don’t be
content with merely being a supplier —
position your company as a pariner;
forge an alliance,” as notes the Minority
Business News USA (Movember 15-
December 15, 2001). The article fur-
ther observes that Wadia provides lead-
ership expertise, information and solu-
tions to SD&D “champions” and their
teams to help them achieve the Bank's
goal of spending at least 15 percent of
its procurement dollars with minority
owned businesses.

Reinforcing a corporate culture that
“welcomes, values and promotes diver-
sity,” Wadia serves on the finance
group'sdiversity businesscouncil which
provides information, arranges forums
and makes recommendations to senior
management “on how to achieve the
Bank's associate diversity goals,” as
per the publication.

The son of Shirin and the late Noshir
Wadia, Rustam schooled at St Mary's,
Bombay and acquired his commerce

Dolly Malva, president of the Zoro-
astrian Association of California,
presented Mobed Zarir Bhandara
with a shawl to commemorate a de-
cade of veluntary community service,
moral and spiritwal guidance, reli-
gious education, the performance of
ceremonies, interfaith representation
and spiriteal healing

graduation from Sydenham College
before proceeding to Lynchberg Uni-
versity in Virginia for his MBA. Wadia
has been with the Bank of America
since 1986 when he joined as a manage-
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ment associate in Virginia. As a rela-
tionship manager in 1991 for the Com-
munity Development Banking Group,
he successfully executed the Bank’'s
community development initiative for
the western and nap T
south western re-
gions of Virginia, g
notes the report.
Moving to Char-
lotte in 1997 as a
product specialist,
Wadia assisted re-
lationship manag-
ersoversee several Wadia: providing
national, non- leadership
profit alliances. expertise
Strongly moti-
vated to help others, Wadia has been
active in the non-profit, affordable hous-
ing and community services areas. Be-
sides housing, his focus of attention has
included the environment, a museum of
African-American culture and the local
chapter of the American Red Cross, He
was a full-time loaned executive with
the United Way of Roanoke Valley's
1987 campaign. Married to Farida who
shares his community concerns, Wadia
enjoys reading and listening o western
classical music, says his mother.
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COMMENT

“The 1nfidels
do not inherit”

Farhang Mehr

Injustice done to Zoroastrians in Iran
is condemned by the author

A recent event has confronted the Ira-
nian Zarathushti community with a di-
lemma: to stay in Iran and face gradual
exlinction, or 1o migrate and be assimi-
lated in the melting pot of international
communities abroad!

This isthe event: A Zarathushti called
Behrooz Foroodian had embraced Is-
lam some years ago.
His mother and fa-
ther died on June
22, 1999 and April
25, 2000 respee-
tively. Foroodian
has five siblings,
three brothers and
two sisters. Under
the current Iranian
Islamic Civil Code,
Behrooz claimed
all inheritance as
the only Muslim
heir. His siblings
maintained that the Zarathushti Reli-
gious Code, which is recognized by the
Islamic government, applied to the de-
ceased parents and should therefore
govern the inheritance. The dispute
reached the law court. In the meantime
Foroodian wrote a letter 10 Ayatollah
Khamenei which read (in translation}:

“The supreme leader, your augusl
reverend Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

“After respectful salutation, 1 seek
your sanctified verdict on the following
issue: Ifone of the members of a Zartushui
family, (living) in Iran under the jurisdic-
tion of the Islamic Republic regime, em-
braces the Shia Islam, and subsequently
the parents die, how should the inherit-
ance be divided among the several chil-
dren, having regard to the fact that only
one child has embraced Islam?

“Wishing an increasing success for
all Muslims and with thanks.

Behrooz Foroodian™
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Fire hiewsed in the Pir-e-Sabz
Photo: Zend M. Zend

Underneath the letter is writlen
(translation): “In the name of the Mosl
High

“With a Muslim heir, the infidels
{Kdfers) do not inherit.” The curt re-
joinder bears the seal of the Ayatollah.

Consequently, the “Tehran Court No.
515 gave its judgment in favor of
Behrooz Foroo-
dian and deprived
the other heirs of
their share of the
inheritance.

A few years
ago, under differ-
ent circumstan-
ces, a married
Zarathushti wo-
man wis enam-
ored of a Muslim
man who hap-
pened to be a
Pasdar (2 mem-
ber of the Revolutionary Guard). She
obtained her divorce from her
Zarathushti husband and brought an
action in the court for custody of their
children, The former Zarathushti hus-
band, in order to retain custody over
their children, had no aliernative but 1o
become Muslim, even in name.

Unfortunately, such sad events may
repeat themselves in the name of Is-
lamic justice and lead to the extinction
of the Zarathushti community, From
the beginning of Islam, financial gain
has been offered as an incentive in
fighting for victory in its religious wars,
for avoiding payment of jazya (per-
sonal tax) and now for gaining inherit-
ance.

The new Iranian law (Aricle 881
annex), depriving Zimmi (minority com-
munity, viz Christians, Jews and
Zarathushtis) heirs of their lawful in-
heritance has no basis in the Keran. It

was enacted only 10 years ago. It pre-
scribes that if a member of a Zimmi
becomes Muslim, the other family mem-
bers will not inherit,

In June 1996, when my wife Pari-
chehr and I visited Iran at the invitation
of the Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance to participate in the Sixth
World Zoroastrian Congress (WZC), an
[rani Zarathushti had alerted me to this
new law. | discussed it with Parviz
Ravani, the then Zarathushti represen-
tative inthe Parliament {Islamic Majlis).
He indicated that before enactment of
the law he had protested but to no avail.

I had therefore been on a lookout for
an appropriate occasion to bring that
question up, to some high-level Iranian
authority. Fortunately, the right time
came during the course of the Sixth
WZC. At the invitation of the Office for
Religious Dialogue (within the Interna-
tional Studies and Research Center of
the Organization of Islamic Culture and
Relations), a one-day conference was
arranged between the Muslim and Zara-
thushti scholars. On the Islamic side the
participants included Ayatollahs
Taskhiri, Seyed Mohamad Khamenei
{leader's brother), Hojatolislam Dr
Hojati Kermani and several Tehran
University professors. On the Zara-
thushti side were the late Mobed Rustam
Shahzadi, Mobed Dr J. Oshidari, Dr
Mahyar Ardeshiri (president of the Sixth
WZC), Ravani and Dr Khusrow Dabes-
tani (present Zarathushti representative
in the Parliament), Dr K. Vafadari,
mysell and my wife and a few others.

After a discourse by Kermani on
Islam and its treatment of other reli-
gions and by me on Zoroastrianism and
its treatment of other religions, a ques-
tion and answer session started. That
provided the best opportunity for me to
raise the new law concerning inherit-
ance and diel (blood money).

After quoting the *Article 881 an-
nex” of the Civil Code, 1 requested the
Muslim scholars to indicate the relevant
Koranic basis for that law. None was
offered. Then [ explained that this prac-
tice only started in the early 17th cen-
tury when a Christian (Armenian) boy
in Isfahan embraced Islam. His father
died a few months later. The boy claimed
all the inheritance. The matter was re-
ferred to Mohammad Bager Majlessi,
the great Mujtahed of the Safavid court,



who gave his verdict in favor of the
newly converted Armenian. This rule
was extended to other religious minori-
tiecs — Zarathushtis and Jews, during
the Qajar dynasty period, until the sec-
ond half of the 19th century, when it
was repealed by Nasser-al-Din Shah at
the urging of Maneckji Limji Hataria,
Unfortunately it has been reestablished
under the Islamic Republic. After my
explanation, Ayatollah Seyed Moha-
mad Khamenei asked one of the Tehran
University professors to study the mat-
ter and subsequently report to him.

Ancient
waler
reservoir in
Nasarabad
Phata: Zend M.
Zend

What had
encouraged
me o raise
the issue in
this 1996 Di-
alogue mee-
ling were the
pronounce-
ments of Ay-
atollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, the religious
leader, and Hojatolislam Hashemi
Rafsanjani (the then President of the
Islamic Republic of Iran), during their
meetings with Zarathushti delegations
to the Sixth WZC.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei had said
(translation): “Friends and my Zara-
thushti compatriots! This is a new and
sweet meeting for me. Although in our
dear Iran, the followers of all religions
live together in an atmosphere of friend-
ship and peace the Zarathushtis have a
closer bond with the Muslims. First,

because Iran is the birthplace of the
Zarathushti religion. This is a matter of
pride for this country to be the birth-
place of one of the divine religions, Few
lands have had the privilege of being
graced with a divine religion and one of
its natives being selected by God to be
a prophet and receive revelation.”

Rafsanjani had stated (lranslation):
“Centuries before the arrival of Islamin
this country, our dear Iran witnessed the
birth of the Zarathushti religion, which
is a divine religion, and Zarathushtra is
one of the divine prophets. Islam has
acknowledged the divinity of this reli-
gion and has recognized it as such.”

Needless to say, in the light of these
stalements, as well as one made subse-
quently by Hojatolislam Mohammad
Khatami, (the present President of Iran)
which 1 shall describe below, T was
quite bewildered when [ saw the ruling
in 2000 with the seal of the religious
leader, underneath the leuwer of For-
oodian. [ still want to assume that it was
wrilten without Ayatollah Khamenei's
knowledge!

Let me now recall the September
1998 meeting of Iranian immigrants
with Khatami. During the President’s
visit to the United Nations, again 1
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medium schools in Pune,
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established hostels for girls
and boys.

The hostels, a home away
from home have all the ame-
nities to make the children
feel comfortable and ensure
that they are well looked
after. We have an excellent
mess facility catering to veg
and non-veg food for the
students, and an extremely
high standard of hygiene is
maintained.

The quality of education is of
a very high order and the
schools have an unsurpas-
sable record in the field of
academics and sports. Com-
puter studies is a compulsory
subject. Extra curricular acti-
vities include Karate, Band,
Indian and Western Music
and Games.

Students are prepared for
Hindi, Marathi, Drawing,
Maths and other Scholarship
Exams controlled by the
Government,

Our schools have constantly
won laurels in inter-school
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level.
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deserving students may be
considered.

Parents desirous of enroll-
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Schools' Hostels from Std
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to immediately write to or
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brought up the unjust law on inheritance
to the atention of the new President.
When I asked for the floor, | mentioned
that I was Zarathushti and my question
concerned Zarathushtis in Iran. The
President was magnanimous enough to
recognize me by saying that “Iranian
higher education, learning and culture
are truly indebted to you™ and then
admitted that all Iranians have
Zarathushti roots. He continued that the
Zarathushti religion today stands as one
of the great four divine religions: Chris-
tianity, Judaism, Zoroastrianism and Is-

A Zoroastrian dharamshala in
Esfahan endowed by the Zartoshiy
brothers Photo: Zend M. Zend

less of the degree of his or her relation-
ship to the deceased, and regardless of
the fact whether such a relationship is
through consanguinity (blood} or af-
finity (marriage). This law is unjust
and has indeed frustrated the advan-
tages of the law that religious minori-
ties, in matters of their personal affairs,
are subject to their religious laws and
customs. So far as I have researched,
this new law has no

lam.

This was my ques-
tion to the President:
“The Islamic Repub-
lic Constitution, like
the previous 1906
Constitution, has rec-
ognized three minor-
ity religions in Iran:
Zoroastrianism,
Christianity and Juda-
ism, and has allocated
certain seats to them
in the [slamic Majlis.
Also the Civil Code

If a Zarathushti
is murdered or
killed through
manslaughter,
or receives bodily
harm in any way,
no blood money
will be paid to
him or her

basis in the Koran. Ac-
cording to universally
accepted practice, it is
the personal law of the
deceased that should
govern inheritance,
not that of one of the
heirs. This is the law
accepled by all na-
tions, in all religions.
In your speech today
you referred several
times to ‘civil society’
that you would like to

of the Islamic Repub-
lic, like the Civil Code of the previous
regime, has allowed the followers of
these religions to observe the rules and
customs of their own religions in the
matters of personal affairs such as mar-
riage, divorce, inheritance and wills.
Unfortunately in 1991, alaw was passed
(Section 881 bis of the Iranian Civil
Code) which adjoins that if a member
of a religious minority family becomes
Muslim, that person will become the
sole heir when the parents die, regard-

see in Iran, You also
spoke of justice. In the name of those
noble goals, [ earnestly entreat you to
issue an order for investigation of the
matter, and for establishment of jus-
tice.

“The other issue that I would like 1o
raise is in connection with payment of
the blood money (dieh) to a victim or
the victim’s heirs. In the Iranian Crimi-
nal Code payment of blood money is
assessed for Muslim men and women,
but there is no provision for payment of
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blood money to the victims from reli-
gious minorities. Consequently, il a
Zarathushti is murdered or killed
through manslaughter, or receives
bodily harm in any way, no blood money
will be paid to him or her as the case
may be. Again, since you stated today
that in a “civil society,” all people must
enjoy equal rights and those who have
been treated unjustly should demand
their rights through the existing legal
channels, | earnestly request you 1o
issue an order for the matter 1o be
investigated and the injustice be re-
moved. I believe that in the Iranian civil
society all people who are proud to be
Iranians should enjoy equal human dig-
nity and every effort must be made
within the legal framework to attain
equality.”

President Khatami replied, 1 am not
familiar with these laws. You have the
right to express your views. 5o long as
a law is on the books, it will be im-
plemented. But if there are different
views, these must be expressed and we
must make efforts to bring our views
closer to what goes on in today's world,
and try to understand them. Mindful of
the prevailing interests of the society,

our laws should be more encompassing.
Citizens of all religions, just because
they have accepted Iranian citizenship,
must benefit from all the rights of citi-
zenship. And presently, all this exists to
a great extent; if it seems that in some
cases there are shortcomings, they must
be resolved through discussion and dia-
log.”

Despite these reassurances for the
equally dignified position of religious
minorities, review and possible changes
in the law, made by the Iramian au-
thorities at the highest levels in 1996
and 1998, nothing seems to have been
done. Hence the Foroodian case and the
injustice done to Behrooz's siblings, is
a case for Dabestani, the present
Zarathushti representative in Parlia-
ment, to seek justice, jointly with repre-
sentatives of other religious minorities
in the Majlis within the directives of the
President himself. It is a test to Iry
out both the Iranian government’s sin-
cerity and its ability to deliver on its
promises.

About three months ago the Arme-
nian representative in Islamic Assem-
bly Majlis declared that because of
legal discriminations in Iran, many

Armenians have migrated to North
America, Australia and Armenia and he
feared that in a few years, the Armenian
population in Iran will drastically
dwindle. [ hope that would not happen
to the Zarathushtis. Every reasonable
effort must be first made in the interest
of justice, welfare of the Zarathushti
community, and the preservation of the
Zarathushti community, religion and
culture in Iran,

With the reelection of President
Khatami and serious efforts by Dabe-
stani, [ pray that these unjust laws will
be repealed and that Zarathushtis will
be able to live in Iran, the cradle of the
Zarathushti religion, in peace and with
dignity.

Scholar, author and aclivist Farhang Mehr was
Iran’s formerdeputy prime
ministerwho left the coun-
Iry during the lslamic ravo-
lution. A professor emeri-
tus of Boston University,
Mehris presently editorof
Humata, the journalofthe
Centerfor Ancient lranian
Studies. This article has been reprinted from
Humata, Fal 2001.
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OBSERVATION

For many that grew up and hive away
from the main Zarathushti homeland
areas, Zarathushti culture may be a
concept and a heritage and not as much
a part of their everyday life. But for
those living in the main Zarathushii-
populated areas, it is a matter of being
aZarathushti every day and everywhere,
growing with i1, seeing and feeling it
and living the Zarathushti heritage as
an integral part of their close and homo-
geneous community.

The pace of change was almost non-
existent in the small cities of Kerman,
Yazd, Shiraz and Isfahan for many de-
cades, where Zarathushtis found a
peaceful way of coexisting with the
majority Muslims. Families lived to-
gether and maintained their traditional
way of life very dearly. The strict Mus-
lim environment, in a way, brought
Zarathushtis even closer. The younger
generation easily accepted the old ways
and felt a sense of duty to safeguard the
heritage.

It was noon again at Iranshahr Male
Elementary School in Kerman. Mehr-
ban, the school administrator standing
at the classroom door, lined up the
students, except for the few non-
Zarathushti ones, who were excused,
The line was heading across the street lo
the atash kadeh (fire-temple) where the
students said their daily prayers before
they were allowed to eat lunch,

The young boys took turns every day
to read aloud from the Avesra, while the
others whispered along, This daily ritual
was a part of every Zarathushti elemen-
tary student’s life for six years. The late
principal, Mirza Borzoo, ook personal
interest in checking
this daily event and
giving a short speech
on Zarathushti values,
Almost all male
Zarathushtis in the
town have gone al one
point through this over
40-year-old tradition,

Zarathushti schools
were recognized as the
best in the country.
Many non-Zarathushti

Bazaar in Isfahan
{top) and {along-
side) a rooftop
Jashan in Yazd
Photos: Amavaz 5. Mama
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The best place to
grow up in

Mehran Sepehri

Images of his Iranian homeland flash
through the author’s mind

families took pride in taking their chil-
dren there, as did many teachers to
teach in these progressive schools. Most
of the school properties were donated
by Zarathushtis. Lifelong dedicated
teachers and staff here had a reputation
for devotion, hard work and discipline.
Their products moved on 1o pursue
successful careers.
~""°1 I was born in
1 Kerman in southern
Seig  lran at a period when
Zarathushtis enjoyed
relative freedom.
From my high priest
grandfather and tea-
cher parents, my fam-
ily was steeped in edu-
cation and community
work. Most Zara-
thushtis made their liv-
ing from either farm-
ing or commerce, The
prevalence of Zara-
thushtis in these pro-
fessions and occupa-
tions is partly due to
restrictions imposed

on minorities in government and mili-
tary jobs, but mostly due to their suc-
cess and reputation for honesty and
dedication.

Zarathushtis were better educated,
employed and involved in the commu-
nity than other minority groups. Zara-
thushti doctors, teachers and tradesmen
were highly respected and trusted. Many
Zarathushtis were either in the middle
or upper class.

It was very common for a son o
work with and 1o take over the father's
business. Many larger trades had all
Zarathushti workers, who started as
young clerks and assistanis and later
earned partnership status. Several Zara-
thushti families owned large farmlands
and enjoyed wealth and influence in the
community. The informal system of
charity, elders as mentors, and regular
religious, ritual functions helped keep
the community together.

In addition to the main atash kadeh,
there were many other dedicated, sa-
cred properties named afler Zarathushti
‘angels’ (Varahram Izad, Oshtad Izad,
etc). On the day of the month whose
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name matched the location, Zarathushtis
crowded the property with religious
functions and rituals. It was a combina-
tion of a social gathering and religious
beliefs that brought scores of Zara-
thushtis 1o an atash kadeh on a certain
day each monith.

In a town of reportedly 10,000
Zarathushtis, this minority group was
closely knit and enjoyed strong ties.
Most Zarathushtis knew each other.
While this helped to foster a feeling of
belonging and support, its downside
included some undue gossip.

There were horror stories from a
generation earlier about discrimination
and severe hardship for Zarathushtis.
They were required Lo pay a tax for not
being Muslim and their food and be-
longings were considered unclean.
While the community lived in peace
and harmony with the majority Mus-
lims, the feeling of separation and dis-
comfort helped keep the community
even closer together.

In the later years of the Shah's re-
gime, as Iran was being modernized,
many younger Zarathushtis migrated
from the villages to the main towns and
from the towns to the capital. Tehran
was known as the land of opportunity
and the Zarathushti community there
began to flourish. Zarathushtis, as the
main minority, gained the right to one
representative in Parliament. They were
mentioned with respect in the media
and in publications.

Life may never be the same for the
immigrants who left Iran for the West.
Most of them left in a hurry shortly after
the revolution, adapted to the western
way of life, and established careers and
life in North America. They could no
longer practice the same religious-cul-
tural functions as frequently, belong to
a homogeneous community or relate to
their heritage as fellow Zarathushtis did
back home, but they kept up the ties and
pride in their ancestral heritage.

As much as the newer Zarathushti
generation here persists in questioning
the old ways and assimilates into the
western lifestyle and mentality, the older
generation has remained faithful to their
ecarly upbringing and not forgotien the
relatives left behind. Itis always a joy to
hear news from back home, have a
personal contact or a visit, or even jusl
talk about the good old days in the
motherland.

Edited and printed with permission from
FEZAMA Journal, Spring 1999,
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RELIGION

The fire’s fortieth

The Delhi Parsi Anjuman celebrated the
ruby anniversary of the Katrak Dar-e-Meher with
a jashan and reasoned discourse

Text and photographs by Arnavaz S. Mama

In reverent service to Ahura Mazda's
“most potent symbol... the fire of the
temple, of the hearth, of the heart” in the
words of Delhi Parsi Anjuman (DPA)
president Lt Gen (retd) Adi Sethna, the
Parsis of Delhi celebrated the 40th anni-
versary of the founding of the Kaikhushru
Pallonji Katrak Dar-e-Meher with three
days of intellectual stimulation and jol-
lity starting with the commemorative
jashan on December 21, 2001, Made
“soot and smoke free” thanks to the pro-
fessional expertise of architect Prof
Kavas Kapadia, refurbished in granite,
the flower-bedecked Dar-e-Meher
sparkled in the afternoon sun.

Why were they celebrating its 40
years? “There can’t be more than five or
six of those present when the fire was
enthroned. Don't think they'll be around
10 years hence,” noted Sethna in the
course of his sentimental salute to those
present and past at the inaugural function
that followed the jashan. Even as he
acknowledged the aid of Kapadia and of
DPA vice president Dadi Mistry who
collected the donations that funded the
project, Sethna recalled the Dar-¢-Meher
fire's first tender, Ervad Daraius Bagli,
the rerecording of whose prayer cassette
was released on this occasion by FPZA]
{Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anju-
mans of India) east zone vice president
Homi Bodhanwalla of Jamshedpur.
Termed “the ‘dancing dasturji” by local
papers,” the late Bagli “had looked after
his flock as a good shepherd, yet wrole
plays and played games,” according to
Sethna. Lauding the “great work and
great donations” of Daraius’ wife Dhun,
son Cawas who officiates as the DFA
head priest and his wife Benaifer, all of
whom daily maintain the Anjuman com-
plex comprising the Mengusi Dharam-
shala, the Dar-e-Meher and the Bhiwan-
diwalla Hall, Sethna's homage to the
Bagli family was roundly endorsed by
the Delhi Zarathushtis packing the
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Bhiwandiwalla Hall. Also released on
the occasion was the latest edition of
Dipanjali, the periodical of the DPA.

Also on offer were two exhibitions —
the work of photo journalist Homai Vya-
rawalla in the basement of the Bhiwan-
diwalla Hall and of textiles (tanchois,
garas), period pictures and artefacts in
the Jungalwalla Hall organized by Dadi
Pudumjee and Diana Khambatta.

Another institution of which the DPA
is proud is The Farohars, the second
generation religious class for children
aged four to 14 originally begun by
scholar Piloo Jungalwalla and now run
according to Jungalwalla's guidelines
by her old students, notably Kerman
Mehta and Rukshana Shroff. The two
“pillars of strength whose persistence,
hard work and enthusiasm had helped
maintain Parsi traditions,” in Sethna’s
words, were presented mementoes as
were all the present and past Farohars
who had remained with the class for
those 10 years of their lives. Several
individuals who had helped the DPA in
a number of ways, were thanked and
honored with mementoes, especially the
TCI [Travel Corporation (India) Lim-
ited] and its Parsi links in Delhi— Behram
Dumasia and Jamshed Sidhwa.

After a brief variety performance by
The Farohars, keynote speaker Dr Lokesh
Chandra of the International Akademy
of Indian Culture (1AIC) was introduced
by Jungalwalla as the “distinguished son
of a distinguished father.” The library of
the IAIC contains fabulous Tibetan, Mon-
golian, Iranian and Sanskrit manuscripts
collected by Chandra’s father over many
years of travel in Central Asia, including
a cupboard full of books on Zoroastrian-
ism, and several tankas of which one
featured four giani Buddhas at the cor-
ners and the seven Amesha Spentas in a
circle at the center, noted Jungalwalla.

Addressing the topic, “Moral values
from the teachings of Zarathushtra,”

Chandra noted that ancient Avestan lexts
describe the geography of eastern, not
western Iran — the mountain ranges of
the Hindukush and Seistan, modern Af-
ghanistan and neighboring regions,

Hence the origin of Zoroastrianism
should be sought in eastern Iran. He
spoke of the Ashinov, Iranians of the
Vedic period, who were great physicians
and surgeons, providing artificial limbs
to those who had lost theirs in war.

The scholar, who was equally famil-
iar with a varicty of languages and tradi-
tions, deftly criss-crossed the borders
between Hindu, Zoroastrian and Bud-
dhist thoughts to the amazement (and
bewilderment) of the audience.

The major concern of the Iranian mind,
according to Chandra, was to find the
nobility of the human being, not the
divine being. “Existence should be the
primary concern of human beings. It
transcends parochial concerns.” He said
Zarathushtra prohibited the slaying of
bulls. Chandra called it *“the first clear
statement against the eating of beel” and
wondered whether Indian vegetarianism
was the influence of Iranians, Describ-
ing Eastern Iranians as trilingual — they
knew Sanskrit, Persian and Greek —
Chandra noted that the turquoise, con-
sidered 1o be an auspicious gem, was
used in meditation and thercfore also
used by Tibetan monks.

Referring to the violence unleashed
by the Taliban who consider themselves
soldiers of God, Chandra noted that “the
clash of civilizations should lead tosome-
thing higher.” Deseribing the Zoroas-
trian approach as “ethical rather than
spiritual,” Chandra noted, “The Avestan
tradition has not been duplicated. In the
cold, simmering climate of distrust and
hate Zarathushtra is walking. Take him
along... You with all your culture, all
your wealth, can create a world of re-
sponsibility in relationships. Existence
is for transcendence, transcendence for

existence,” he advised.

When former solicitor general Tehm-
tan Andhyarujina questioned the speaker
on the Iranian tradition vis-a-vis Juda-
ism, Chandra noted that because of
Zoroastrianism's positive concern for
man “Zoroastrianism can illuminate the
dark corners of hate and negation. In
Judaism man does not hold the central
position.”

Lawyer and crime novelist Armin
Wandrewala asked, “Is there any such



Navroze Mubarak

To all our
ZOROASTRIAN PATRONS

From

PHIROZE M. DASTOOR & CO

SINCE 1904

NEW TECHNOLOGY « OLD VALUES

OPTICIANS » CONTACT LENSES +« LASER VISION CORRECTION

FOUNTAIN + NEPEANSEAROAD + SANTACRUZ
2880123 3695493 6490028

DADAR + ANDHERI
4130546 6285192

Email: phirozedastoor@vsnl.com Hotline: 4101234




Navroze Mubarak
from

Jewellers

188 Zaveri Bazar
Opp Bullion Exchange
Mumbai 400002

Telephone: 2405526

78 Parsiana March 2002

thing as absolute truth? And would abso-
lute truth be dangerous in today's terms
where one person’s faith is another’s
fundamentalism?"’ Answered Chandra:
“{There are) no absolutes from my point
of view in the Avestan tradition. Best
truth is not equal to supreme truth. The
divine becomes relative because the ac-
cent is also on the human,”

The morming of the second day was
devoted to “The societal issues affecting
the Parsi community™ with member of
parliament, diplomat and scholar Dr L.
M. Singhvi in the chair who spoke of
Zoroastrianism as the “living bridge be-
tween moral issues and the community
as it perceives itsell and as others per-
ceive it... It is importam for all of us to
understand the remarkable continuity of
Zarathushira’s traditions and teachings.”
He spoke of the Prophet's teachings as
“not only a Parsi community heritage but
of the world. He inspired what in Vedic
tradition is called dharma, the concep-
tion of order and moral values.” Flag-
ging off demographer and DPA trustee
Ava Khullar’s presentation on “the demo-
graphic crisis of the Zoroastrian commu-
nity,” Singhvi noted, “Parsi demogra-
phy is running in the opposite direction
to the Indian phenomenon. Mumbers are
important to continue polity and to take
polity to heights that the Parsi commu-
nity has taken ir.”

Ascribing the declining numbers to
“almost total urbanization and modem-
ization” Khullar said the community was
facing the “predicament of progress” —
small family norms as well as non-mar-
riage o ensure a materially richer exist-
ence. Though the phenomenon of anega-
tive growth rate (more deaths than births)
affects all progressive western commu-
nities, the total strength of the Zoroas-
trian community is too low to withstand
this annual decline, she explained. “The
overwhelming concern for identity is
overshadowing the more crucial matter
of our long-term survival,” Khullar
opined.

While 30 percent of Parsis (over 45
percentin Delhi) have non-Parsi spouses,
10 percent of Parsi marriages within the
community end in divorce and 15 to 20
percent of men and women remain un-
married, the orthodox lobby devotes its
energy to attack those who deviate from
tradition rather than considering the need
to evolve with the changing time and
situations, rued Khullar. In contrast to
the rural history of the Parsis when out of
wedlock children fathered by Parsi men
with the dubra tribal women of Gujarat
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were quietly navjoted and brought into
the Zoroastrian fold, Khullar noted that
99 percent of non-Parsi spouses in Delhi
were from the educated upper strata of
othercommunities yet their children were
not being accepied. She referred to re-
cent events — viz the atiempts Lo set up
a council of high priests and the use of
terms like *bastard’ 1o denote children of
mixed marriage — as a regressive ap-
proach to community problems.

Do these traditions have religious
sanctity? Khullar quoted the words
*Daad din behmazdayasnan, agai ravahi
goafrangani baad, hafra keshvar zamin;
aidun baad" which form part of the con-
cluding stanza of every yasht. Iis mean-
ing, according to a translation by Irach
Taraporevala that Khullar quoted, reads,
“May the knowledge, extent and fame of
the commandments of the excellent
Mazda worshipping religion ever in-
crease over the world, over all its seven
regions. So may it be.”

The way forward according to Khullar
was to counter the low aspiration levels
of the middle segment of Parsi youths in
Bombay; generate the striving for excel-
lence; encourage early marriages; tap the
genetic pool of Iranian Zoroastrians; keep
mixed marriages within the fold. "It is

very difficult to change the thinking and
lifestyle of a people... Once members of
a community have enjoyed the advan-
tage of non-marriage and low fertility,
the process is almost irreversible,” ad-
mitted Khullar. Hence, she advised that
we desist from confrontation and con-
flict, and focus, with vohu mana, on
cohesion, growth and reasoned debate.

Neurologist Dr Nadir Bharucha of
Bombay who spoke of the community’s
medical problems noted that a concep-
tion exists that Parsis have a high inci-
dence of psychological or mental disor-
ders. While he hadn’t studied this aspect,
Bharucha felt that eccentricities tend to
be exaggerated in a small community,
With passing reference to GG6PD and
breast cancer, Bharucha concentrated on
neurological problems, He spoke of a
1985 survey which he had conducted at
Bombay Hospital's Department of Neu-
rocpidemiology where he was helped by
his father Dr Eddie Bharucha. Of the
14,010 persons comprising 4,500 house-
holds in Parsi colonies up to Mahim who
had been surveyed, 2,014 people had
said they were suffering from neurologi-
cal disorders. He said they encountered
cases of peripheral neuropathy, sciatica
and spondilosis butno leprosy. Bharucha

noted that the study recorded essential
tremors at 1663.1 per 100,000 — one of
the highest in the world. It is a benign
condition, not o be mixed up with
Parkinsons and is probably inherited, he
added. The study recorded one of the
highest findings of Parkinson’s discase
(328.3 per 100,000) whose cause may be
a genetic predisposition or may be due to
environmental factors, Though the cause
is not really established the incidence of
disease increases withage. Bharucha said
cases of stroke at 842.3 per 100,000 was
the highest in the world. Comparing
stroke cases with a parallel controlled
population he found that stroke patients
were also suffering from high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, transient ischemic attacks,
heartdiseascor harbored high cholesterol
levels.

Consanguinity (cousin marriages) is a
factor only in cercbral palsy, mental retar-
dation and epilepsy, noted Bharucha. The
prevalence of multiple sclerosis is compa-
rable to that in Europe, he added. One in
four Parsis over the age of 20 registered
hypertension though one-third of the af-
fected people were unaware of it. He also
noted that 25 percent of patients were not
complying with the treatment which in-
cluded diet and lifestyle changes neces-
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sary to combat neurological disease.

Introducing Andhyarujina, Singhvi
said, “Maybe, he'll be able to tell us what
would happen if Parsi law is more appli-
cable to Parsi demography.” Responded
Andhyarujina, “Parsi problems of de-
mography do not affect the statute law of
Parsis but the customary law which has
failed to keep pace with changes in the
community. Unless we change custom-
ary law, statute law cannot keep pace.”

Andhyarujina noted that the migrant
Zoroasirians did not carry a body of law;
they acquired some through the Rivayars
(a body of letters between the Zoroastri-
ans of India asking questions and the
Zoroastrians of Iran answering them).
When the Punchayet system was adopled,
it laid down customs and laws for the
community. There were anomalies under
the British: in presidency towns English
law was applicable; in the mofussil, En-
glish law did not apply. The law of primo-
geniture (inheritance/succession of eldest
son) however did not apply to Parsi suc-
cession nor did the English ecclesiastical
law of restitution of conjugal rights (the
legal enforcement of an unwilling spouse
to continue the marriage) after the Privy
Council overruled a British judge's ruling
on appeal, said Andhyarujina.

When the Parsi Law Association was
formed under Joseph Arnold, it led to the
promulgation of the Parsi law of mar-
riage and divorce in 1365. Having two
wives had been a mark of prestige prior
to 1865. Now suddenly bigamy was out-
lawed. “Itwas acurious spectacle,” smiled
Andhyarujina. The first Intestate Suc-
cession Act was also passed in 1865.
Both Acts have been amended subse-
quently, the most recent amendments
having reached the statute books in 1988
and 1991 respectively.

“The statute is sufficiently pro-
gressive, but there are issues where the
Parsi community is at odds,” noted
Andhyarujina citing the adoption issue.
He also noted that the continuance of the
jury system in the Parsi Marriage and
Divorce Act was an anomaly which
“today serves no purpose except busy-
bodies getting prurient satisfaction.”
Minety-nine percent of Parsi matrimo-
nial matters are resolved by understand-
ing, connivance and collusion which is
not officially admitted, he added.

On the adoption front while Hindus
have a very successful guardianship and
adoption act, the obstacle to conversion
stands in the way of adopting the child of
a non-Parsi father. In the 1908 Parsi
Punchayet Case it had been held that the
customs of the community superceded
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tenets of the religion because in India
Parsis had become a caste, noted
Andhyarujina. Inthe Bella Case the Privy
Council had upheld the 1908 judgement
and declared that it was up to the trustees
of the Rangoon Agiary to allow or disal-
low the auendance of Bella, a Parsi
mother's child.

Can these judgements be challenged?
*Any litigation will be bitter and acrimo-
nious and should be avoided. It splits the
community in an undesirable way. Live
with the problem and convince the other
side that times are changing.” Though
Andhyarujina “refused to subscribe to
the view of clerics that intermarriage is
adultery or that its issues are bastards,”
he urged the audience “to understand
that large scale conversion would lead to
the dilution of the community™ and im-
pact accommadation in Parsi baugs.

Registrar — general and census com-
missioner J. K. Banthia registered his
appreciation of Sethna’s help in rousing
interest and information in the commu-
nity. One result of the interaction with
Sethna was the administrative step taken
by the census authorities that the form be
countersigned by the head of the house-
hold to ensure that the information was
correctly recorded.

“Is the community living? Is it ac-

cepting the challenge of a dynamic soci-
ety oris it a passive observer of its declin-
ing numbers?" asked Banthia. Citing the
example of the smallpox vaccine which
the Parsis were the first to accept among
the Indian communities in the 19th cen-
tury, Banthia related how successive
smallpox epidemics claimed fewer and
fewer Parsi victims in Bombay where the
progressive prelates had issued no fatwa
against it while the priests of Navsari and
Surat had threatened the parents of vac-
cinated children with excommunication
on the grounds that it would pollute the
pure Parsi blood. Faced with the biggest
epidemic in Bombay in 1871, “the com-
pulsory vaccination act was invoked but
the Parsis of Fort Bombay had woken up
15 years earlier.”” Noting that less than
100 Parsis died of smallpox between
1871 and 1947 Banthia stated, “Progres-
sive people in society can take up the
challenge of religious obstacles.”

By the late 19th century Parsis were
already comparable to European com-
munities because of their low fertility
and low mortality: 30 percent of women
in Ireland did not marry but those who
did had more than five to six children,
Banthia cited the figures. He also com-
pared the Parsis to postwar Japan and
Eastern Europe where populations de-

clined very fast due to high abortion rates
— adding that the practice of abortion
was not common to the Parsis. Register-
ing his willingness to assist in a special
epidemiological study of the community
he urged the punchayets and the commu-
nity to help themselves by providing a
data base,

“The Parsi community needs to be
innoculated with the resolve to multiply
and replenish,” noted Singhvi in his sum-
ming up of the session. In “danger of
losing the pinch of sugar in India’s glass
of milk,” Singhvi suggested that a com-
parative study of Zoroastrians in India
and in Iran would be useful for a social
understanding of the Parsi community.
Considering himself “a non-Parsi
Zarathushti so that there can be no legal
restraint,” Singhvinoted, “Zarathushtra’s
message is as relevant today as the day it
was disseminated. In terms of that tradi-
tion there would be millions of Zoroas-
trians in the thought processes of the
world."”

The afternoon session saw poet, nov-
elist, DPA trustee and former IPS (In-
dian Police Service) officer Keki Daru-
wala chair the panel discussion on “Parsi
creativity in the 20th century.” Noting
that poet Adil Jussawala and poet, play-
wright, painter and medical practitioner
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L 1o R {5t row) Kamerkar,
Daruweala, Dhalla, Giara,
Dhondy, Wandrewala,

{2mef roow) Farokl Rustomiji and
K. Sedma; Manekshaw, Rinchen
Nargolwala and Malcolm
Deboo: Dumasia and A, Sethiea:
{ 3red row ) Vvarawalla with a
porirait of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Pudumjee, Kapadia (1op)
and Dhawan;

{dth row) Garas, jhablas and
other textiles ar the Jungalwalla
Hall; Khullar
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Gieve Patel had “refused to come be-
cause they do not subscribe 1o the Parsi
label,” Daruwala remarked that the Parsi
novel had acquired prominence because
of Rohinton Mistry and Bapsy Sidhwa,
He described Mistry's Such A Long Jour-
ney and Boman Desai's Memory of El-
ephanis as sociological novels i the
time warp of the Bombay community
when these authors left India for the
West. The poets on the other hand, have
remained here and belong to the older
generation, said Daruwala,

Contributing her views on “writing’
to the session, Wandrewala noted, "A
wriler is to a great extent dependent upon
the reader... at the mercy of the reader’s
perception, the reader's interpretation.
Often, a work of fiction has layers woven
into a seemingly simple text, hidden
meanings, allusions, which may mean
different things to a divergent cross-sec-
tion of readers. A reader may sometimes
discover meanings not intended by the
author! *Creative reading’ is a reality, as
much as ‘creative writing!™”

To the question, what is Parsi creativ-
ity? Wandrewala noted, *A writer writes
from his/herimagination and experience,
not necessarily consciously as a Parsi...
A writer, poet, playwright who happens
to be a Parsi is indeed likely to find the
Parsi ethos finding its way into the work.,
But I agree with Keki and the other
writers/poets he mentioned about es-
chewing labels like ‘Parsi writer/Parsi
poet/Parsi playwright!” Creativity can-
not be circumscribed by definitions or
companiments.”

With passing reference 1o the nataks
of Adi Murzban and Dorab Mehta,
Wandrewala read excerpis from two se-
rious plays: Patel's Misrer Befiram and
Cyrus Mistry's Doongaji House and from
her own crime novel The Turning, end-
ing with a reference to the genre of cook-
ery books, one of whose prominent prac-
titioners, Bhicoo Manekshaw, was
present in the audience. (Manekshaw’s
specially prepared malido, partly for the
jashan, had delighted Parsi and non-Parsi
Buests.)

1 don't know what is Parsi creativ-
ity,” argued puppeteer Dadi Pudumijee
who, according to Daruwala, had won
every award in the field. He referred 1o
his teacher Meher Contractor who had
helped him formalize his hobby and went
on to explain the four puppetry tech-
niques: string puppets which are ma-
nipulated from above; rod puppets ma-
nipulated from below; glove puppets
which the puppeteer wears and shadow
puppets worked from behind the sereen,
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The Farohars rendermg a monajat

Describing the puppet as “something like
a vessel in which I put my imagination
and you put your imagination and that
gives it life,” Pudumjee noted, even “if
the technigue is very strong but the mes-
sage is nol relevant, you won't hold the
audience.” The picces are generally re-
lated to social issues, political satire, mu-
sic and movement, he noted. When
Parsiana adopted his puppet for its let-
ters column in 1976, it was the closest he
came o “Parsi creativity,” he noted,

Speaking on Parsi theater Asiatic So-
ciety vice president De Mani Kamerkar
harkened to the Parsi patronage of
Shakespearcan drama afier settling in
Bombay. The next step was (o initiate
moves towards a native theater which,
originally viewed as a lowly profession,
got a shot in the arm with the foundation
of the Parsi Matak Mandali by the
Elphinstone Dramatic Society in 1850.
With Kaikhusroo Kabraji and others,
Hindu mythological themes were adopted
and appreciated by the native audience,
said Kamerkar,

Introducing Navroze Dhondy of Per-
cept Advertising as a votary of photogra-
phy, poetry, travelog and “half a novel,”
Daruwala teased, “Do three half novels
equal one full novel?” and quoted Ogden
Mash who once said, “Thou shalt not be
on friendly terms/With those in advertis-
ing firms!™

A genial Dhondy strode to the mike
and asked “Why me? Because the Gen-
eral said, *We want some comic relief!™
Equating advertising with creativity and
Parsis with creativity he solved the theo-
rem of Parsi involvement in advertising
which according to him, began with the
classic sugar and milk story of the Sanjan
landing — “Parsi creativity at its best!”

Moting that Parsis were generally
copywriters in the advertising agencies
while the artists were Maharashtrians,
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Dhondy's roll call of advertising per-
sonalitics included Kersey Katrak of
MCM, Nergish Wadia of Interpublicity,
Sam Balsara of Madison and B. G,
Nariman of the exhibition cell. The late
Freny Variava's Blaze was the Parsi firm
that pioneered cinema advertising while
the Gimis® Selvel did likewise with out-
door advertising and advertising films.
He attributed the community’s success
in the advertising field to their attributes
of being “jovial, happy, vibrant, classy,
enjoying life and spreading the joy.”

Professors R. K. Dhawan and Novy
Kapadia, co-editors of the two volume
publication Parsi Fiction along with
Jaydipsingh Dediya, launched the set,
offering the Rs 1,000 work to those
present at the session at a special dis-
counted price of Rs 600. A reader in
English at the University of Delhi,
Kapadiasaid Parsi writing is being taught
as part of Indian writing in English.

In the discussion that followed, the
audience asked “Where is our Parsi iden-
tity increativity " *Does adrama written
by a Parsi become Parsi drama?” Though
Daruwala maintained that there is no
such thing as Parsi poetry or Parsi drama,
he conceded to Parsi fiction. Kamerkar
maintained, “Parsi identity is your way
of living, in all your activities.” Wandre-
wala noted, “Zubin (Mehta) conducts as
a musician; Jehangir Sabavala's paint-
ings can't be classified as Parsi.”

The third panel discussion the fol-
lowing day saw eminent cultural person-
ality of Delhi Dr Kapila Valsyayanin the
chair who was introduced by Sethna
quoting the late Field Marshal Cariappa’s
words “Esi saal ki jawan (versus) athara
saal ke buddhé (80-year-old youth; 18-
year-old old man)"

Scholar, speaker and founder of the
World Zarathushti Cultural Foundation
(WZCF) Dr Homi Dhalla gave a video
presentation of the WZCF's activities.
Defining culture as “a totality of the past

and the present... a way of relating to the
carth, the plants, animals, fellow human
beings,” Dhalla spoke of the anxiety of
weakening cultural traditions in the glo-
balized scenario. Noting that Gujaratis in
the UK and Maharashtrians in the US are
keeping their culture alive, Dhalla com-
mented that in the recent decades Parsi
emphasis had been on religion: there was
lide done to preserve the culture and
history base of the community.

With the community divided into vari-
ous segments from the ultra orthodox 1o
the totally reformist without a religious
or social leader of world standing and no
common ritual accepted by all Zoroastri-
ans 1o bring different generations to-
gether in an enjoyable environment,
Dhalla noted, “Death is not the greatest
loss in life. The greatest loss is what dies
within us while we live.”

The WZCF is involved in putting
Dastur Kaikhusroo JamaspAsa's 70
manuscripts, ranging in age from 500 o
800 years on CD Rom to preserve them
for future generations. It is involved in
reprinting rare books, runs Gujarati
classes where 400 Parsi children are be-
ing taught Parsi poetry and is in the
process of publishing an anthology of
the work of Ardeshir Khabardar and
Behram Malabari who wrote in Gujarati,
English and Urdu. A project to save the
Bahrot caves is receiving the WZCF's
prime attention.

Welcoming author Marzban Giaraand
India’s first lady press photographer
Vyarawalla was Dr Shernaz Cama, coor-
dinator of the UNESCO sponsored Parza
project that aims to document various
aspects of the Parsi community in India.
She noted that 90,000 pages of rare books
in the Meherji Rana Library of Navsari
were being microfilmed as part of the
UNESCO project.

Giara, who has published various in-
formative books on Parsi institutions,
told the audience that his latest book on
Parsi statues was inspired by a girl he met
on the landmark walk in Bombay orga-
nized by the British Council to celebrate

its anniversary in 1998. Is there a list of

Parsi statues? she asked. Giara's book
lists 226 Parsi statues in India, Pakistan
and [ran.
Vyarawalla's photo documentation of
the history of Indian independence and
the early decades thereafter was arevela-
tion to the young and jogged the memory
of those who had witnessed the passing
parade. Even more stunning was the oc-
togenarian Vyarawalla’s clear memory
of names, events and incidents that were
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encapsulated in the brief captions below
the pictures. She and her late husband
Maneckshaw had learnt the technique of
photography through trial and error, de-
veloping the striking black and white
prints that had weathered 50 years in her
tender care. The time had its advantages
— the film and paper were cheap; there
was “no securily nuisance;” there was no
eve teasing and she could bicycle home
alone in Delhi at 3 a.m., without fear,
because “law and order was so well en-
forced,” she said. On the other hand
photography was comparatively in its
infancy and each flash meant the use of a
fresh bulb. Apart from the bulky camera
the photographers had to carry two bags
— one of new bulbs, the other for the
used ones. Being a woman among a host
of male photographers was “neither an
advantage nor a disadvantage” for
Vyarawalla who never saw herself as
different from her colleagues. By 1970
however “all the gracious, nice people
were followed by badly behaved people
(who) started pinching foodstulf from
the tables.” Also, the security officers in
Indira Gandhi's time became overbear-
ing, got in the way, prevented photogra-
phers moving around freely. The final
straw was the shortage of material be-
cause of India's precarious foreign ex-

change position: Vyarawala decided to
quit.

Vatsyayan remembered secing
Vyarawalla on the night of August 14/
15, 1947, the night India became inde-
pendent. Recalling Vyarawalla's spright-
liness then and on various occasions at
Teen Murti, Jawaharlal Mehru's resi-
dence, Vatsyayancommented, “[t"s won-
derful to see her exactly as she was. The
world was afraid of Homai Vyarawalla!™

“] always had a stern aspect. | must
have been formidable with my cameras!™
laughed Vyarawalla,

Noting that his “good friend Adi
Sethna had been in school with me in
prehistoric times,” philosopher-prince-
politician Dr Karan Singh enjoyed the
photographic exhibition. "1 have met
everyone of the people in the pictures...
We were the privileged generation; we
met these legendary figures. The later
generations haven't had this opportu-
nity.” Providing the valedictory address
on “The Parsi community — an example
of individuality and integration” Singh
spoke of the “multiplicity and pluralism
of cultures” in India. “The Vedas say,
‘Let noble thoughts and ideas come to us
from every side.'” Referring to Cyrus
and Darius as “some of the greatest kings
in the world,” Singh referred to the Zoro-

astrian landing in Sanjan and that the
community “kept its word to the king of
Gujarat.,” They never proselytized or
harassed and “made outstanding contri-
butions to every facet of national life.”
Moting that “Jeh (J. R. D. Tata) was
chairman of Air India (Al} when I was
tourism minister,” Singh recalled the
*whole group of bright executives that
made Al one of the five best airlines in
the world — today one of the five worst,
but that's another story!™ Recalling
nuclear scientists the late Dr Homi
Bhabha, and Dr Homi Sethna, Field
Marshal Sam Manckshaw, Adi Sethna
and other owtstanding defence person-
nel, and politician-diplomat the late Homi
Taleyarkhan, Singh noted, “The point is
that individuality and integration are not
mutually exclusive. It can be maintained
evenina globalized society... if there isa
firm spiritwal center. If not, (one can)
become excentric/eccentric and psycho-
logically disturbed... The fire-temple is
symbolic of this inner fire... in each hu-
man being... Toencapsulate a spark of the
divine in the deepest recesses of our being
(is) the final goal of human destiny. All of
us bear a very powerful responsibility (1o)
fulfill our individual and collective des-
tiny.”

Sethna had a special word of appro-
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bation for the Anjuman’s trusiees whose
time, money, energy, effort made this
anjuman “one of the best anjumans of the
Parsi community in the world." MNoting
that Dhun Bagli had been associated with
the anjuman for 50 years — 10 years
before the Dar-e-Meher came into being,
she was presented with a gold chain by
Khorshed Sethna on behalf of the Anju-
man. Dhun was deeply moved when all
the Dharamshala staff trooped in with
garlands that reached above her ears.
“I'd like to say I've loved my time with
you all and would like to stay, with the
approval of you all.” All meals for the

event had been catered by the Baglis.

Recalling the late Daraius Bagli who
was at the bedside of families when re-
quired, Mistry informed the gathering
that Daraius’ father had presented him a
shaw! when the agiary was consecrated.
“It has now been passed on by Dhun to
their son Cawas.”

The Sethnas and the Jijinas who had
recently celebrated their golden wedding
anniversaries were presented gifts on
behalf of the DPA. Remembering the late
Shiavax Nargolwala, president of the
DPA for over 25 years whose determina-
tion had led to the establishment of the

Dar-e-Meher in 1961, Mistry also ex-
pressed the Anjuman's gratitude for the
generous donation from industrialist
Dhunjishaw MNeterwala and his family
toward the expansion of the Dharamshala
with six additional rooms on the second
floor. The symbolic foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony was organized behind the
Dar-e-Meher with the participation of
Feroze Neterwala who represented his
fatherand other members of the Neterwala
family. Mistry gave a commitment to
complete the project by March 21, 2002,
for, as Sethna had noted, “The task of
leadership is to look ahead.”

In the light of the Gathas

The Delhi community’s respected se-
nior citizen, Piloo Jungalwalla (née
Manavutty) had been conferred a Padma
Shri in March 2000 by the President of
India in recognition of her seminal pub-
lication The Gathas of Zarathushira,
Hymns in Praise of Wisdom. Published
by Mapin India in 1999, the work is
both a translation and a commentary on
the Garhas. A religious scholar in resi-
dence, the Delhi Zoroastrians were
profuse in their appreciation of Jungal-
walla’s role in the religious education
of their youth as reflected in the genera-
tions of the Farohars.

Revealing that an outstanding Hindi
translation of her book — the first ever
Hindi translation of the Gathas — is
being readied for publication, she noted
her intention 1o now concentrate on the
parallels and differences between the
Gathas and the early Vedas in the course
of a chat with Parsiana at the end of the
Delhi Parsi Anjuman celebrations.

Jungalwalla’s first translation of the
Gathas, co-authored with the late Dastur
Framroze Bode in 1952, has been am-
plified, updated, annotated and illus-
trated in her present work. Specimens
of the early scripts displayed in the
book include the gold tablet of Ariar-
amnes, the twin brother of Cyrus | —
Cyrus the Great's grandfather — which,
as Jungalwalla informs us, led to the
deciphering of the Behistun rock in-
scriptions of Darius [ in Iran. The visual
presentation enables the lay reader to be
aware of the many different scripts in
which our forefathers documented their
ideas.

Providing a description of society in
Zarathushira's time on the basis of ar-
cheological and anthropological find-
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ings, Jungalwalla illumines the reader
about the social standing of the Karapans,
Kavis and others whom the Gathas deni-
grate. They were respectively, assistant
priests who murmured the prayers and
powerful chieftains under whose pa-
- tronage bands of
villagers called
ratheshtrars (chari-
oteers, from rath,
chariot) raided the
peaceful villagers.
“The poorest of
the poor were the
Drighu, probably

Jungalwalla: orphans whom the
scholar in tribe adopted even
residence as they still do in the

villages of India. In
the Gathas, Zarathushtra claims to be
Zaoter, chief officiating priest. Yet he
deliberately identifies himself with the
Drighu. This word oceurs in our basic
prayer, the Ahuna vairya, also known
as the Yatha Ahu Vairyo.”

In her introductory chapter on the
legend of Gaush Urva, literally the soul
of the cow/ox/cattle, Jungalwala says
she has illustrated the cruel ritual sacri-
fice of the cow in Aryan history and
drawn on the various attitudes to the
cow, including the Indian symbolism
that equates the cow with the light of
dawn (“Tiny cirrus clouds streaking
across the sky are described in the Vedas
as young heifers,” she notes) and also a
young girl, similar to the English usage
of “lamb" or “lambkin.” Jungalwalla
says there is a “striking resemblance”
between the lament of Gaush Urva,
embodying the soul of creation, in Yasna
29and a passage in the Srimad Bhagvata
Purana. A picture of the Elamite figu-

rine of Gaush Urva, about three inches
high at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York, shows her holding a
large carafe, possibly her own milk, in
her front proofs.

Disappointed that the Parsis of India
are not reading the study which concen-
trates on the relationship between the
various divine powers, the Amesha
Spentas and their role in the life of
human beings, Jungalwallasays nosuch
comparable study has been attempted
since Dastur M. N, Dhalla’s monumen-
tal Zoroastrian Theology. She says her
work depicts the modernity of
Zarathushtra’s teachings and their rel-
evance today — how wrath, cruelty and
the lie (or druj) vitiate human exist-
ence. This concept of evil reappears in
the middle Persian Andarz literature:
“Ahrimandoes notexist... heis ashadow
in the mind."”

“All the divine powers of Ahura
Mazda dwell in every man,” waiting to
be manifested in the actions of his
daily life, waiting for him to become
the saoshyant or savior who estab-
lishes truth, justice and goodness, wail-
ing for him to help renew the world
through good thoughts, words and
deeds, says Jungalwala. Zarathushtra,
she says, teaches each one of us to be
responsible for our thoughts, words
and actions.

Underscoring the rigid discipline in
her translation, Jungalwala says, 1 was
not allowed to get away with a single
assumption” by scholar Farrokh
Vajifdar of London who helped shape
the content of the seven-year effort. For
example sherefers tothe word *Bendwa'
“which appears in two verses of the
Gathas and nowhere else in the Avesia,
sighing, *(I am) just as much in the dark
here as anyone else.”
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MEDICINE

Looking at diseases
with new eyes

Dr Noshir Wadia found that neurological
diseases in India and the West tend to manifest
in different ways

Arnavaz 5. Mama

“Dr Noshir Hormusji Wadia is a role
model for physicians and his evolution
as a master clinician neurologist ex-
traordinary of India has charted a course
which young aspirants choose to fol-
low... Thousands of neurological pa-
tients have sought his advice and he has
served them with a god-given touch of
compassion regardless of their social
status,” reads the citation to the first
Rameshwardas Birla National Award
(1999) for an outstanding clinician prac-
ticing modern medicine. The presenta-
tion at the hands of Dr Hari Gautam,
chairman ofthe University Grants Com-
mission was organized by the Bombay
Hospital Trust's board of management
at their S. P. Jain Auditorium on August
4, 2001.

In his acceptance speech Wadia
counted his blessings with humble non-
chalance, “A caring doctor is amongst
the privileged few who gets paid to do
what he enjoys doing most, whilst mil-
lions strive simply and even boringly to
earn their daily bread.”

The 1. J. Hospital and Grant Medical
College's consultant neurologist for life
(a gazetted designation formulated for
him by the Government of Maharashtra
when he retired from active duty there
as honorary doctor and tutor earning Rs
250 per month at the end of 25 years of
service in 1982), Wadia continues as
director of the department of neurology
at Bombay's Jaslok Hospital and Re-
search Centre.

He has garnered sheaves of honor in
45 years of service to his profession and
society including the conferment of the
doctor of science, honoris causa by the
Benaras Hindu University in March
2000. Its citation notes that the “inter-
nationally acknowledged™ Wadia, presi-
dent of the Neurological Society of
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India (1963-64) and founder member of
the Epilepsy Association of India, “is
the only Indian to have the distinction
of being elected as first vice president
of the World Federation of Neurology.”
The award presented by All Physicians
of Maharashtra State at MAPICON 2001
notes: “You turned each obstacle into
opportunity for us with your extraordi-
nary brilliance and unmatched wisdom...
Your knowledge has no bounds. Your
humility has no limits. You have left an
indelible mark on our hearts... With a
deep sense of gratitude we remember
you as our wonderful teacher and seek
your blessings for ever.”

Wadia is currently president and
chancellor of Sree Chitra Tirunal Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences and Technol-
ogy in Kerala. “Serendipity has strange
ways to bring men and ideas together
for a good cause,” he writes in the
Institute’s silver jubilee souvenir about
to be published as Silver Lines. Initially
restricted to two major specialties —
medical and surgical neurology and
cardiology — the Institute was the prog-
eny of Maharaja Sree Chitra Tirunal, of
the erstwhile state of Travancore, C.
Achuta Menon, the sagacious chief
minister of Kerala and the government
of India which placed it under the min-
istry of science and technology (not
health) to provide high grade service,
education and research in medicine and
biotechnology and to innovale new
medical devices. A third wing, started
shortly after inception for health sci-
ences studies, conducts research and
training in public health, epidemiology,
biostatistics, efc.

Run by an independent body of repu-
table men from all walks of life, it was
mandated that the president of the 26-
acre Institute be an individual of high

public repute and integrity without po-
litical affiliations, notes the Silver Lines
article. Wadia has succeeded G.
Parthasarathi, India's former perma-
nent representative at the UN, and jurist
Mani Palkhivala in that honored post
after serving on the Institute's govern-
ing bodies for over 20 years. Recog-
nized as an “Institute of national impor-
tance” and a deemed university, the
Institute offers 21 degree and diploma
courses including speciality nursing.
The constantly expanding facilities are
provided free of charge to the poor and
at half or less than half rates to low
income groups. Only about 20 percent
of patients pay the full charge for the
expert medical care but nospecial rooms
or services are provided to them, notes
Wadia,

Silver-grey serenity envelopes the
short, slightly thick-set man smiling
benignly at our confusion over neuro-
logical nomenclatures as he speaks of
the three-fold evolution of his medical
skills — as healer, teacher and re-
searcher. Referring to the treatment of
patients as a doctor's primary duty,
Wadia describes “the joy you feel, the
inner salisfaction, when a patient gels
well. It is amazing how people react to
you in India. The emotional attachment
to a doctor which we have here is very
rewarding and not comparable in any
other part of the world!”

Equally important o Wadia is teach-
ing. If you have not *passed on the knowl-
edge painfully acquired... you have not
carried out your mission in life,” he
declares, viewing in his mind's eye the
generations of students now “making
their name all over the world.” [t is a
mission he has inherited from his “he-
roes” Dr Minocher Mody and Dr R. V.
Sathe during his undergraduate years at
the Grant Medical College, from Sir
Russel Brain and Dr Douglas McAlpine,
surgeon Dr G, Rowbotham and DrRonald
‘Henson during five years of neurology
apprenticeship in the UK. All these dedi-
cated men performed miracles with clini-
cal insight and human compassion when
the “CT (scan) and MRI and much else
had not been bom, when all we could do
to make a {neurological) diagnosis was to
put a little air into the brain, record EEGs
and perform myelograms withoily dyes...
McAlpine was a superb bedside teacher
and it is to him that I owe much of what-
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ever ability I have to teach (as also to Prof
Kothari who enlivened chemistry by his
lectures at Bombay's St Xavier's Col-
lege),” acknowledges Wadia in his "Au-
tobiographical musings" published in the
Evolution of Newrosciences in India —
Biographical Sketches of some Indian
Neuroscientists edited by Prof K.
Rajasekharan Nair.

“Minocher was a fantastic physician,”
says Wadia who closely observed the
benign Mody as a student even though
he did not have the opporiunity to work
as a resident under him: "His whole
approach, demeanor was sympathetic. |
learnt a lot from him. He never did
research but he looked after his patients
and taught superbly!”

Of Brain, an international authority
on neurology “whose book 1 had read
many times through long hours of post-
graduate study,” Wadia notes, “(He)
was a big man in every way. He had
published the first edition of his book a
little before he reached his 40th year. It
was an instant success. He was the
president of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians then, chairman of a Royal
Commission, member of many national
and international committees, editor of
Brain, etc. He was consulted by pa-
tients, often high and mighty, fromhome

and abroad, including Winston
Churchill, but he showed equal concern
for his NHS (National Health Scheme)
patients in the hospital wards, Despite
all his commitments, he read voraciously
and wrote profusely on a variely of
divergent topics... He was a quiet man
of few words, appearing pompous and
remote to those who did not like or
know him, but really a shy, concerned,
unassuming man. He never talked about
himself or his achievements which were
many. He could cope with his enor-
mous load of work and commitments
by being thoroughly organized, punc-
tual and to the point. For example,
when we residents wanted to talk to him
about ourselves, we had to ring his
secretary, Ms Marwood, for an appoint-
ment. He would come the next day with
a smile and say, ‘Ms Marwood says [
have to talk to you for 15 minutes.” This
is how he saved or | should say shared
his personal time. To some, this would
appear superficial and pompous, dis-
courteous or even ridiculous, but 1o
those of us who knew him and worked
with him it was quality time. In 15
minutes he would grasp our problem
(whether in research, career develop-
menl, personal, elc), give a solution and
promise to help if he could. And he was

FORAEE VERY
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Goa 403515 e Fax: (0832) 281181
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as good as his word.”

The great human beings that his
mentors were seem to have led Wadia
to consciously cast himself into a simi-
lar mold. His Indian teachers said,
“chaal, (neurology department) shuru
kar (come and start).”” He recalls the
enthralling 19505 when a newly inde-
pendent India was embarking on a jour-
nev of modernization, “the heady days...
of Jawaharlal Nehru with his ‘promises
to keep.,'” that made the neo-scientist
itch to return home to partake in the
joyous task. “There was no desire o
stay back.” he writes, adding, “Sadly,
those invigorating days are no more for
the young... Now the rules, the red tape
don’t let effective people give of their
best,” he rues.

When Wadia joined the J. J. Group
of Hospitals as an assistant honorary
neurologist under Dr Menino D" Souza
he was the first in the field except for Dr
Eddie Bharucha at the King Edward
Memorial Hospital. However, “The con-
trast with London was stark. There was
a somewhat unbridgeable time. vision
and sound gap.” His London students
had been confident and cutgoing. The J.
J. lot were shy, uncertam and tongue-
ticd. He recalls other contrasts: 1 had
been used o a secretary, a dictaphone,
a large neurology library. a medical
records department which produced
back records of 30 vears in a few hours
and OPD by appointments. Back home
there were no special neurology beds,
no records worth their name. open walk-
in-out patients. notes were what you
wrote and not dic- :
tated. and an old ir-
reparable EEG ma-
chine. It ok some
adjustments, but af-
ter some moments of
uncertanty and hesi-
tation, | decided to
meel the challenge
and plunged into the
uncharted waters of
Indian neurology. There was no going
back.” But all in all, “it was an exciting
time with things taking shape despite
many handicaps,” under the visionary
guidance and support of the doyen of
surgery Dr Shantilal Mehta who was
the J. 1."'s medical superintendent. The
neurology department expanded briskly
from six to 100 beds within four hectic
vears. Alas, political imerference led
Mehta 1o resign in the early 1960s and
to be replaced by a bureaucrat from
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Baroda who refused to grant Wadia any
further facilities with the words, “There
is no milk for patients in Baroda. and
you want more x-ray plites!”

The third ray of the Wadia prism
reveals the academic man. Though not
alaboratory trained researchist, Wadia's

: ability to look at dis-
cases with new eyves
led him o realize that
disease in India dif-
fered from its mani-
festations in Europe
and England. Not
only do environment
and genes change the
pattern, there is stll
much infection
abounding in India which has been
rooted out in England. “In India when
you treat brain tumors you think of TB
tumors™ which can now be medically
treated unlike gliomas, commeon in the
west, which are cancerous and require
surgery. Wadia was the first to realize
the whbercular origin of these tumors
which are found in abundance in India
but had not been seen by him during his
years in UK hospitals and in those ini-
tial years even tubercular tumors had 1o

= Alongside:
Wadia (3rd
from left)
receiving the
Rirfa award.
- Relow: The
three generi-
tions of the
femily cned
Naoshir and
Firaja
(Bortrermt )

be operated.

Another Wadia observation was that
multiple sclerosis which is so common
in northern Europe has a very low inci-
dence in India with the exception of
Parsis. He guotes its all-India preva-
lence at 0.5 to 2.0 per 100,000 as against
24-30 per 100,000 among Parsis. He
conjectures that Parsi genes make them
prone 1o the disease as the climate and
environmenl are common factors o
both populations.

The early 19705 had seen an epidemic
of conjunctivitis. At that time there had
also been manifestations of polio-like
disease among adults and Wadia says he
found that each of these adult polio pa-
tients had had the “red eve™ disease. “Four
to- five months after the conjunctivitis
epidemic abated the neurological polio-
like discase (also) disappeared,” recalls
Wadia, The conjunctivitis pandemic had
spread from Ghana o Japan affecting
millions in its wake, Wadia informs us,
The virus was identified by Japanese
virologists, and Wadia forwarded o them
the refrigerated sera of his patients, They
matched the Japanese specimens. In 1981
when the epidemic came back of India,
Wadia says he collecied 551 patients
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who had the viral infection which en-
tered through the eyes to produce polio-
like disease in adults. His astuteness won
Wadia the fellowship of the Indian Sci-
ence Academy which is among his prized
POSSESSIONS.,

A founder member of the Multiple
Sclerosis Society of India, the Cerebral
Palsy Association of India and the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Society, Wadia says
he encourages his students to do like-
wise, help patients and their relatives,
spend time with them, help them raise
funds through contacts. “The doctor
must do this to give something back to
society,” he believes.

We offer:

Enjoy your stay in Udwada at
Hotel Majestic

The field of ataxia also bears the
Wadia imprint. A disorder of the small
brain or cerebellum which shrinks or
degenerates, alaxiaaffects several mem-
bers of the family through generations.
It manifests itsell in a drunken gait and
speech, the patient becoming bedrid-

den over lime, says Wadia. The first of

this group of diseases was originally
identified by a German in 1861 but
working in the 1960s Wadia noticed his
Indian patients (Parsis excepted) also
displayed very slow eye movements. It
was first described by Wadia and his
colleagues and proved in post mortems
in collaboration with British scientists.

e A cosy room with a T.V.
e Hotel facing sea front
o All at reasonable rates

o Authentic ParsifMughlai food

For booking contact: Mumbai - 343 9284, Udwada - (0260) 340 282
\_Managed by: Mr. Percy Pagdiwala

>
=
Hotel Majestic

Gymkhana Road
Zer Villa, Udwada Town — 396 180,
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Unfortunately, genetics not having been
developed in India, the credit for the
discovery of the relevant gene wentloa
scientist in Cuba.

Parsis are more susceptible tostrokes,
paralysis, Parkinsonism and Alzhei-
mer's discase, says Wadia, “because
we live too long.” Primary neurological
cases in the community are rare, he
notes, adding that when one surfaces at
the B. D. Petit Parsee General Hospital
(PGH) he transfers the patient to the
Jaslok Hospital as a separate neurologi-
cal department at the PGH is not war-
ranted, given such few patients.

The son of Hormusji and Dinamai,
Wadia was born in Surat in 1925 and
was still studying when his father died.
Unfazed, his elder brothers Jal and
Jimmy soldiered on with the family’s
timber business to give young Noshir
the opportunity to finish his vocational
education. Married to Dr Piroja (née
Irani) a clinical neurophysiologist who
joined their speciality team at the 1. J.
and thereafter at Jaslok, Wadia's affec-
tion includes her two sons Ruiyntonand
Kaikhushru from her previous marriage.
Both are now established chartered ac-
countants and bankers and the four grand
children complete the Wadia family.
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Formerly anactive sportsman (Wadia
refers to his cricketing forays that
strengthened the professional team spiril
in his autobiographical musings) Wadia
is now content to watch the sports chan-
nels on TV, savor the pleasure of his
garden in Khandala. The shared joy of
classical music, both Western and In-
dian, is an additional bond between
Wadia and his wife.

While Wadia says he would prefer
the children to marry within the com-
munity he concedes that “many circum-
stances today lead them to seek partners
outside the community,” adding, “I don’t
think one should fight and destroy their
life. I am not so sure that we have such
happy unions within the community that
once married out, they should be ostra-
cized.” He goes to the next logical step
and asks why out-married women, who
“wear the sudreh and kusti, continue
their Zoroastrian prayers even better
than many of us,” should not have the
privilege of raising their children as
Zoroastrians?

Very proud of their religion — nei-
ther Wadia nor Piroja would like it to
change or die out — they nonetheless
believe it is “wrong” that a dead man’s

non-Zoreastrian wife of long standing
is made to sit out and not attend the
prayers.

“If 1 die, I'll go to Doongerwadi,”
asserts Wadia, adding, *(It's) the natu-
ral thing, done over generations. But
there is room for an alternate mode of
disposal of the dead.” The original dis-
posal of the dead in Iran must have been
functional, reasons Wadia. He alsonotes
that there are any number of places in
the world without dakhmas. Do souls
in UK or USA not go to heaven?”

Expressing personal doubts about the
practicality of breeding vultures at
Doongerwadi Wadiasays, “Circumstan-
ces are leading us to accept change...
reality is pointing elsewhere. We
shouldn’t drive people away from the
religion. We are too small a community
to become so pedantic!™

Neurological nuances

At Parsiana’s request Wadia differenti-
ates between the two common types of
dementia. When neurons (or nerve cells)
degenerate, it is called Alzheimer's dis-
ease. When a series of small strokes
interfere with blood supply to the brain
it is termed vascular dementia. Diabe-

tes, old age and smoking could also
contribute tothe latter. New drug therapy
has been created for the treatment of
Alzheimer's, says Wadia but the snag is
to differentiate between normal aging
with memory lapses and early
Alzheimer's, wherein the doctors are
dependenton diagnostic technology like
the MRI scanner and SPECT.

Wadia is liberal with his time to edu-
cate Parsianaand its readers in the vari-
ous hi-fi equipments that probe cur men-
tal health:
sthe EEG or the electric encephalogram
studies the electricity of the brain. It is
invaluable in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of epilepsy which results from the
disturbance of the brain’s electric
charges.

*The MRI scanner records the structure
of the brain, pinpointing changes or
lumors.
*SPECT measures the activity of the
neurons which extract the necessary
glucose and oxygen from the blood
flowing through the brain. If the neu-
rons are dying, the brain does not ex-
tract these agents and this is recorded by
SPECT.

continued on page 162
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MEDICINE

Man of vision

Dr Keiki Mehta’s Eye Institute offers
the latest knowhow in rectifying optic problems

Dina Mehta

Once you step within the portals of this
Eye Institute. be prepared to spend some
time here. In the crowded entrance hall,
on straight-backed chairs against walls,
patients are waiting. Patiently. There is
no place for you here so you
walk into the belly of the ante-
room where a chair has just
been vacated. From the ante-
room you advance into the main
arterial passage and wait on a
chair there, or a series of chairs
as you move up the queue. |

Nervous figures edge past
you, solitary or in clusters, but
they soon mell away into the
cubicles that line the two sides
of the long comridor. Up and
downits length glass doors open
and close, open and close. absorbing
and releasing patients, doctors, clinical
staff. What looks like chaos is choreog-
raphy — creating a theater of charged
movements for you tensed in your seat,
a captive audience...

Till it's your turn (at last) to be
impaled by the chin to the various com-
puterized machines of awesome preci-
sion lodged in successive cubicles, and
monitored by doctors/trainees who are
there 1o examine and evaluate every
facet of your eye. Armed with all the
data, your last stop for the final scrutiny
is the cabin of the big boss, Dr Keiki
Mehta, dour as a Scolsman, abrupt in
his ways, but with a rich subterrancan
lode of humor that could emit sparks
during the consultation.

He is 60 years old and heads The
Mehta International Eye Institute and
Colaba Eve Hospital in Bombay (in
collaboration with centers in Texas and
Boston, USA), where optimal levels of
eye care (diagnostic, clinical and surgi-
cal) is available. Mehta directs several
specialized clinics here for cataract,
glaucoma, contact lens, child care,
myopia, etc; and here for the first time
in India a concerted effort has been
made to assemble the most sophisti-
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cated equipment (from Japan, USA,
Germany) in one co-ordinated institu-
tion.

With the advanced technology and
expertise now available, Mehta is of the

e L s
The Mehtas (from left) : Vinifer,
Cyres, Keiki and Zenobia

opinion that for the treatment of cata-
racts India is on par with any country in
the world, “Indeed, at the American
Society for Cataract and Refractive Sur-
zery in San Diego, Indian doctors con-
duct instruction courses — four were
held last year,” he says. “This is be-
cause Indian surgeons have more expe-
rience with calaracts.”

“ataracts can be soft or hard, Mehta
elaborates on the theme. “In the hard
category we have the medium hard and
the suprahard. All tropical countries
have a higher incidence of cataracts
because of exposure (o ultraviolel rays.
The hard cataract is formed when the
patient does not want surgery so long as
he can see at least one finger up close
with the affected eye, though itis advis-
able 1o operate at a much earlier stage.”
Yes, the average Indian tends to be
apathetic about eye care. “He will send
his car for regular servicing, but won't
have his eyes checked even once a
year.”

Here | admit that it is after a lapse of
years that I'm consulting him. His re-
tori is quick, albeit with tongue firmly

in cheek as he deadpans: "It calls for a
celebration.” Champagne? I' m tempted
to ask, but my next question is decorous
enough: do we have enough doctors in
India to serve our needs?

By his reckoning there are 17,500
eye doctors in the country, plus or mi-
nus 10 percent. In rural areas the num-
ber is negligible, so that the rural eye
services wing run by the Mehta Interna-
tional Eye Institule must serve a very
real need. A 100 percent charitable
organization, I learn from the brochure
before me, the Netra Rukshak (Eye
Saviors) aims (o set up quality
eye examination and treatment
centers, using the latest technol-
ogy. And to hold eye camps in
Maharashira, for minimum cost-
ing, that will virtually yield 100
percent visual recovery. For this
training zones for doctors, ad-
ministrators, nursing staff are
on the cards. But its main task is
to educate the villager about
eye care,

“Our backlog of the
comneally blind is enormous,”
Mehta informs me, *so the Netra
Rukshak plans to distribute pamphlets
and make video films to increase aware-
ness of the need to donate eyes afier
death.” The free 80-bed eve hospital set
up in an Adivasi area is not yet func-
tional. Some of the top eye hospitals in
India he lists are: The All-India Insti-
tute for Medical Sciences in New Delhi,
the Shanker Nethralaya in Madras and
the Aravind Eye Hospital in Madurai.

With India having the highest num-
ber of certified blind in the world, what
is the number one cause of blindness in
our country? It used to be smallpox, I'm
surprised to leam. “Today cataract is a
major cause of reversible blindness.
And one and a half lakhs are corneally
blind, whose eyesight can be restored
by a simple corneal graft. The success
rate of corneal transplantation 1s almosi
90 percent, but we need to round up
more comea donors. Also much de-
pends on the special cells which line the
innermost layer of the comea — the
endothelial cells. If they are deficient
the operation will fail.” To evaluate the
crucial cells, a new Advanced Specular
Microscope has been installed in the
Special Comeal Clinic here. “For the
first time,” Mehta warms up to his
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subject, “specialized software has been
developed to visualize, locate and as-
sess the number and health of the
endothelial cells. The double advan-
tage is that we can now also objectively
assess the state of the donor cormeas.”

Which he’d said were in short sup-
ply, I remind him. How would he en-
thuse city donors for a better collec-
tion?

“A certified Eye Bank is attached to
the Special Corneal Clinic, but it's an
uphill task.” And Mehta cites an ex-
ample: Recently The Times of India
issued special donor cards and collected
1,22,000 signatures. But of these, fi-
nally, only 375 eyes were collected!
“The point missed here is that not just
the would-be donor but his relatives
must also be counseled, while the pa-
tient is still in hospital. We also need to
check that those authorized to remove
the eye after death are skilled enough
not to make a botch of the job.”

If cataracts and corneal blindness
are reversible, what caused irreversible
blindness?

“Glaucoma is one. Raised pressure
in the eyeball damages the optic nerve,”
Mehta explains. Glaucoma is often di-
agnosed too late to prevent visual loss
but at the Special Glaucoma Clinic its
management has shifted from simple
pressure checks to computerized evalu-
ation and treatment. “Diabetes is the
other enemy.” After 40, one in 15 is a
diabetic, I learn to my dismay. “Diabe-
tes affects the cornea, causes inflamma-
tion of the coats of the eye and in the
retina it leads to bleeding, the forma-
tion of fibrous bands and retinal detach-
ment. At our Special Diabetes Clinic
the latest equipment assesses the retina,
and a state of the art laser seals off the
hemorrhaging sites, thus reducing the
risk of blindness.”

Was it true that Parsis are particu-
larly prone to eye disorders?

Mehta answers in the affirmative.
As a small, inbred community we suffer
from genetic weakness in certain areas
of the body, namely the heart, the stom-
ach and the eye. “Yes, Parsis have weak
corneas, Yetaninstitution like the Parsee
General Hospital in Bombay does not
have its own Specular Microscope. It is
also essential that a special glaucoma
unit is set up there.”

What were his views on the hygienic
factor in our method of disposing the
dead?

“Ecologically the best method, the
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least polluting, but not always practi-
cal. In New Delhi we have no dakhma
and bury orcremate ourdead. In Bombay
our Doongerwadi is hemmed in by pro-
liferating housing complexes and the
human encroachment on the habitat of
birds evidently disturbs them.” It is
evident that Mehta is entirely on the
side of the birds. He speaks of how

distasteful and even lethal to the feed-
ing vultures must be the drugs we pump
into the bodies of our terminally ill.
“The Parsi Punchayel worthies should
respond to this challenge on a war foot-
ing to change the scenario.”

I change the subject. Suppose I re-
ceived a blow to my eye, what were the
immediate dos and don'ts he'd pre-

“Low Risk Techniques”

He sees eye to eye with his illustrious
father. Dr Cyres Keiki Mehta, consult-
antophthalmic surgeon, director of Netra
Rukshak withastring of degrees trailing
his name from here and abroad, sits in a
cubicle at the Mehta International Eye
Clinic not far from his dad. Junior has a
confident, easy manner and one can
picture him being cheery with his pa-
tients and kind to perturbed old ladies.
From the time he was three years old,
Cyres wanted 1o be an eye surgeon. Dr
Mehta is now 30 and has accomplished
much in his ficld. New surgical tech-
niques learnt on recent fellowships in
America and Germany are practised by
him in Bombay. At the Shepherd Eye
Clinic in California he was trained by Dr
Steven Bylsma in Laser Adjunctive
Deep Sclerectomy (LADS), introduced
here for the first time by Cyres at the
Glaucoma International Congress
hosted in 2001 by India. “This is a low
risk, non invasive surgical technique by
which even the most severe cases of
glaucoma can be controlled without
entering the eye,” says Cyres. “On an
average I perform two such operations
a week, so far with no complications.”
The entire procedure must require
incredible skill. “A selected 1.4 mm
zone of the diseased area of the eye,
where an obstruction prevents the fluid
from draining out through the normal
channels, is thinned,” he explains, “lead-
ing to a gradual fall in pressure.” In
conventional penetrative glaucoma sur-
gery, a sudden drop in pressure affects
the vision, which does not recover for
two weeks to a month. "But LADS is
kinder to the eye tissues and the visual
loss does not occur,” says Cyres. “Later,
if required, a simple outpatient laser
procedure is carried out lo increase the
fluid outflow through this thinned area.”
Another field in which lasers are used
worldwide today is vision correction.
From Nuremberg, Germany, Cyres re-
cently returned with extensive training

in LASIK (Laser-Assisted in-Situ
Keratomileusis), which is the most ad-
vanced method of correcting refractive
errors like nearsightedness (myopia),
farsightedness (hypermetropia), and
astigmatism (where the cornea is oval
in shape rather than round).

“In this advanced technique a thin
flap from the comea is folded back,”
says Cyres, “then the corneal tissue is
gently reshaped with laser, which re-
sults in a change in the shape of the
eye.” The light rays now entering the
cornea focus directly on the retinal
screen at the back and do not fall short
of it (as in myopia) or beyond it (as in
hypermetropia). The flap or hinge is
then placed back. Such is the magic of
laser that no stitches are necessary, the
entire procedure can be completed on
an outpatient basis. *And once the cor-
rection is made, the cure is permanent,”
says Cyres. “In myopia, for instance,
the number cannot shoot up again.” For
more details a free consultation may be
scheduled with Cyres’ wife Vinifer,
whoworks as the refractive co-ordinator.

“Untreated myopia,” Cyres explains
further, “can result in a host of compli-
cations, For instance high myopes need
a periodic retinal evaluation, where of-
ten degenerative patches occur which
can lead to detachment.” For profes-
sional reasons, too, boys in the armed
forces and the merchant navy, also ac-
tors, models and all performing artistes
need to reduce their dependence on
glasses and contact lenses.

~ So do prospective brides, I suggest.

It was one more demand made on the
girl by the future mother-in-law, if not
the groom himself. “They take it very
seriously,” I add.

“Well it is seldom in India,” laughs
Cyres, “that anyone goes in for correc-
tive vision for a whimsical reason.” And
he recalls the case of an 80-year-old in
California who underwent corrective
surgery because he wanted to surf!
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scribe?

“Step number one, is to apply ice to
the injury. Then examine your vision
— make sure it is in no way distorted or
you see less. If so, dash off to your eye
doctor, If not, visit him anyway within
the week to check that the iris (the
colored part of the cornea) has not
moved backwards with the blow and
there is no retinal tear.”

“Will the day be here when a totally
blind man can be made to see?” Task. At
the back of my mind, [ suppose, are the
miracles performed by the Christ.

His answer thrills me. “By utilizing
microchips and having the new im-
plantable telescope (costing around Rs
40,000) fined in the eye, yes, in the
distant future the blind will see.”

Impressive images
The bio data of Dr Keiki R. Mehta,
born in Hyderabad on October 3,

“One and a half
lakhs are corneally
blind, whose eyesight
can be restored by a
simple corneal graft”

1941, makes impressive reading. That
he holds a brilliant academic record
comes as no surprise. He stood firstin
the MBBS exam from Ludhiana and
first again in his Master of Ophthal-
mology exam from Chandigarh. He
has a Diplomain Ophthalmelogy from
Ireland, another from the Moorfields
Eye Hospital in London, and has stud-
ied with Prof Franklin in Utrecht,
Prof Binkhorst in Holland and Prof
Galin in New York,

An innovator of advanced surgical

techniques as well as tools (designer
knives, forceps, rotators), Mehta has
presented papers on original research
projects in India and abroad and
authored six books, He is the recipi-
ent of 12 awards, international and
home-brewed; and in January 2002,
the International Couneil of Cataract
Surgeons at Barcelona, Spain, hon-
ored him with the Outstanding Rec-
ognition Award based on his pioneer-
ing work in cataract surgery, with
special reference to his ‘Cold
Phacoemulsification’ method, Today
he works in an honorary capacity
with several prestigious hospitals, so-
cieties and associations for the blind,
A caring man, he was honorary eye
consultant with the 100-bed Munici-
pal Eye Hospital in Bombay for 17
years, He is the honorary ophthalmic
consultant to the Governor of Maha-
rashtra,

The lens lady

She fits you with invisible windows on
the world, An optometrist, in the last 27
years of her practice she must have
fitted, literally, thousands of lenses at
the Colaba Eye Clinic. Looking young,
and fragile as a porcelain figurine de-
spite the white coat of many pockets,
there is yet a quality of resilience about
Dr Zenobia Keiki Mehta who with a
group of technicians runs the contact
lens department here — her other roles
as supportive wife and mother she does
not wear on her sleeve.

[ got my first pair of lenses when the
fitting of them was a tedious trial and
error ordeal. Multiple lenses were tried
on the fatigued and smarting eye in
pursuit of the one that turned out to be
the best fit.

And vanity was the unvoiced reason
why you wore them. Dorothy Parker’s
couplet, “"Men don't make passes/At
girls who wear glasses” was taken to
heart by college girls. Euphoric at the
idea of dropping the unsightly crutches
from their noses, collegiates opted for
the invisible lenses as did a sprinkling
of hardcore socialites. Also some pro-
fessionals, who had reasons other than
cosmetics for wearing them, like boys
in the armed forces and performers on
stage and screen. (Could you enact
Cleopaitra or Asoka in bifocals?)

Over the years, easier techniques
evolved for the fitting of contact lenses.
The use a new computerized corneal

topographer (EyeSys, USA) with the
latest software permits an accurale
analysis of the comnea; and since the
fitting is done on the computer itself
(without tears) the patient can hope for
the ideal pair.

“Contact lenses are now prescribed
for therapeutic uses too,” says Zenobia
when I call at the clinic to hand in my
hard pair for its periodic testing, “For
instance, when one eye is near-normal
and the other has a very high power,
with spectacles it would be impossible
for the two eyes to function together.”
Such a condition is called anisometro-
pia, I'm told. And in answer to my spatc
of querics Zenobia presents me with
loads of relevant literature.

Many are the therapeutic uses of con-
tact lenses, [ leamn. They are prescribed
for non-healing corneal ulcers, for abnor-
malities like keratoconus (bulging or
coning of the comea), for stabilizing
unstable comea following surgical pro-
cedures and for dry eye syndromes. For
the very painful bullous condition (small
blisters on the surface of the eye), there is
no other known treatment. In all these
cases the very thin, specially designed
therapeutic lenses act as a bandage and
allow the eye to heal.

You have a choice of soft or hard
contact lenses, but it is best to let the
doctor decide, For example, soft lenses
(fexible, cushy, large enough to cover
the white of the eye) are prescribed for
high numbers, but are unsuited to astig-

matism, my reading informs me. My
old hard contact lenses (rigid, and small
enough to cover only the iris) were
upgraded 1o gas permeable (GP) lenses,
which are hard but have some flextural
ability and allow oxygen to go through
the lens to the eye. This enhances the
flow of tears and combined with the
high wettability of the plastic used, the
surface does not develop dry spots and
less oil adheres to it.

New materials and uses for lenses
are evolving, Bifocal contact lenses
and colored cosmetic lenses are already
on the market and “toric soft” lenses are
recommended for wearing after cata-
ract surgery. Also good to know is that
infection with contact lens is rare and
occurs if the case in which they are
stored is contaminated, or the cleaning
solution is unsterile or too little of it is
used as an economy measure. Eye drops
usually suffice to clear up the infection.

Children, I am surprised to learn, are
the best patients for contact lenses, They
accept them easily and lose them less
than adults (I could write a skit on the
number of times I've lost and found my
lenses). As a rule, if the power required
is above three dioptres and increasing,
contact lenses are medically indicated
for six-year-olds onwards. At this rate,
perhaps spectacles will one day be-
come obsolete!

“They well might, overtime,” smiles
Zenobia on my next visit to collect my
lenses.
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¢ ¢ praise the holy Creator, who con-

I verts dust into those who can speak
and see: who through a small ant re-
duces a ferocious lion 1o helplessness
and who gives power 10 a mosquilo over
a brave elephant: through Thou this
world gets greatness and its lowest depih.
| di not Know who Thou art; whatever
Thou art, Thou art.” Though the ca-

dence of the original Persian stanza of

Abuol Qasem Mansur (better known by
hus pen name, Ferdowsi) may be infi-
nitely more beautiful, Capt Hormazdiar
Desai’s fine translation encapsulates
for us the wide, freewheeling concept
of life that informs the master
craftsman and his verse.

To celebrate Ferdowsi's epic
creation, the Shafinamel (SN), the
Culwre House of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran (IRI) in Bombay
and the K. R. Cama Oriental Insti-
tute (KRCOI) embarked on a
three-day all-India seminar (No-
vember 9-11, 2001), where 19
scholars presented papers exam-
ining the multifaceted impact of
the SN on the hearts and minds of
the poet’s contemporaries and the
generations that followed.

“In the course of history... some
figures have not been confined to their
own geographical territory and they
have moved beyvond their time and un-
doubtedly Ferdowsi was one of them,”
remarked Issa Rezazadeh, the cultural
counselor at the IR1 embassy in New
Delhi, in his inavgural address. He re-
ferred to Ferdowsi’s presentation of the
idea that “history is nothing more than
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a transformation of constant and simi-
lar values and events.”

We find not only history and my-
thology on reading the SN, said Reraza-
deh: we are reading “the book of our
own life,” of the symbols and values
around us, All the characters of the SN
symbolize values: Faridoon is the sym-
bol of Benevolent wisdom: we need the
courage of Rostam in our difficult and
hard times: Toos is a personage con-
sumed by jealousy... “Go through the
SN, Look among the characters for the
values of daily life. It makes the SN
fresh.” he advised.

T

Combar between Solrab and
Crordafarid {The Great Heroes in
Ferdosi's Shahnameh painted by
Matmoud Farshehian) Top: The
Ferdowsi mausoleuwm in fran

Courtesy: IRl Culture House, Bombay

Remarking on the “manifestation of
excellence of two important centers of
civilization,” IRl consul general in

going

Bombay. Mahdi Honardoost com-
mented on the cross references between
the Vedas and the Gathas, the Maha-
Bfraerata and the SN, noting examples of
cultural bonds between India and Iran.
“Ferdowsi reminds the readers of the
ancient coltural impact of Zoroastrian-
ism, of the liaison between Zoroastrian-
s oand Islam.” he noted.

Director of the Culture House of the
IRI Ali Fuladi termed the bonding be-
tween his institution and the KRCOI
thit had resulted in the hosting of the
seminar at the KRCOI's 1. J. Modi Hall
as “not merely fmendship but old com-
mon culwral heritage.™ The In-
dian intellectuals® acceptance of
Persian, which became an official
language of India from about the
I 1th century AC 1o the mid [9th
century, had led to “the birth of its
daughter, Urdu,” said Fuladi. But
the prevalence of Persian itself
was based on the citadel of the SN
which revived the glories of an-
cient Persia, gave life to the lan-
guage of the people which had
been suppressed and denigrated
by its Arab rulers and fanned the
flame of “nobility and freedom™
among the Iranian people in their search
for human values.

Prof Sharif Husain Casemi. Delhi
University's head of the Persian depart-
ment, provided the keynote address. He
referred to the admixiure of history,
mythology, folklore and tradition that
constitutes the SN and advised his lis-
teners 1o refrain from investigating the
awthenticity of its content as it reflects
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All India Seminar on

{FERDOWSI AND HIS SH

Thor .. Comay (loersiand
el ke

the sociocultural traditions of Fer-
dowsi’s time: “Ferdowsi developed the
existing ancient traditions and narrated
them in his own individual style.” Egypt.
Turan, China, Kabul had also been in
contact with Iran. Ferdowsi devoted
much space to the sociopolitical history
of India, Qasemi noted. Ferdowsi had
gleaned that the Indian subcontinent
was vast and prosperous, continued
Qasemi. Rulers of Kashmir and Sind
had been in constant ouch with Iran
and Turan. Trade. games, debates at

court level, marriages between the royal
families, art, artisans, scholars and schol-
arship created bonds. When Shiavoush.
son of Kaikaus, led his army against
Turan, there were Indian troops among
them; someone from Afrasia had been
sent to India; Framarsh’s army included
contingents from Kashmir... A number
of names and places mentioned by
Ferdowsi are yet to be located. (but)
Indian incense bumed in the fire lit by
Gushtasp, son of Lohrasp. Ferdowsi
notes that “we”™ burned the idols and

Participating scholars and dignitaries
L 1o R (seated) Modi. Fuladi,
Honardoosi, Patel, and Alied
{standing) Husain, Bajan, Peer,
Ansari, Upadhvava, Basheer-Unnisa,
Bilguis. Qasemi, Havewalla, Fatema,
Herxan Photo: Mazneen Vajddar, Spectravision

replaced them with fires. Darius 111
invited Indian engineers to dig canals
o carry water and sought the help of
Porus against Alexander. Alexander’s
invasion did not stop Indo-Iranian rela-
tions. India and Iran exchanged epistles
in their own languages i.e. people who
knew both languages were available on
both sides. In one of the verses (of the
SN Noshirwan asks aboult the religion
of India (*Are they really idol worship-
pers? Jand Ferdowsi describes the game
of chess in the course of his work,
Qasemi provided examples.

One of the continuing programs of
the KRCOI is the reprinting of selected
works which have been out of print
thanks to the largesse of Iranian philan-
thropists Mchraban and the late Fari-
doon Zartoshty, On this occasion the
new edition of An ftroduction to the
Shatmameh of Firdowsi (fromthe French
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by Jules Mohl) as translated by
Jamshedji Dorabji Khandalawala was
ceremonially released by KRCOI presi-
dent Sir Jamsetji Jejeebhoy. Constitut-
ing an elegant link between the Parsis of
Bombay and the IR authorities, KRCOI
trustee-secretary Homai Modi had
helped Fuladi in his labor of love which
embraced not only the organizing of the
seminar but the beautiful exhibition of
[ranian paintings, lithographs, calligra-
phy, crafis and breathtaking printed
reproductions showcasing Ferdowsiand
the SN that had prefaced the seminar.
Popular cine star Dilip Kumar who in-
augurated the exhibition recalled his
roats in the North West Frontier Prov-
ince where the only written language
they knew was Persian and reflected on
the “enormous intellectual size of
Ferdowsi, his perception of history and
love for the Persian language... which
even in this modern age can bring obso-
lete cultures to life.”

Calligraphy whose aesthetic appeal
provides a dimension beyond the mes-
sage of the words, shares the honor of an
art form with literature and painting,
especially miniatures, in Iran and the
IRI Culture House had organized cal-
ligraphy sessions with Prof Mohammed
Salahshoor for those interested.

Speaking on the common features
shared by Iranian and Indian mythol-
ogy according to the SN, Dr Mani
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Kamerkar, vice president of the Asiatic
Society of Bombay, drew parallels be-
tween the two cultures. Like all Indo-
European myths, the tales of SN and of
the Indian epics are set against the
struggle of moral ideas against the pow-
ers of darkness. Tehmurasp, the son of
Hoshung, tamed the devil by binding
him to his chariot, very like Durga
riding the lion; Hoshung, the first law-
giver, is akin to India’s Manu; Jamshyd,
like Manu (and Noah of the Bible) had
been warmned of a devastating winter
(andfor floods) and instructed to help
preserve the floraand fauna of the world.
“The golden age of Jamshyd is compa-
rable to the golden age of Ram where
justice, peace and plenty ruled,” noted
Kamerkar adding that the ultimate vic-
tory of Jamshyd and Durga against evil
forces is celebrated to this day by the
festivals of Navroz and Dassera respec-
tively.

According to Kamerkar the age of
Zohak historically marks the period of
changing weather conditions, the com-
ing of the ice age and the upheaval of
settled society. Here the resemblance is
in the form of the two serpents that
spring on Zohak’s shoulders on the kiss
of Ahriman. Indian mythology loo as-
sociates serpents with evil, noted Ka-
merkar,

Ervad (Dr) Rooyintan Peer who has
been providing in-depth interpretations

Lo R {15t row) Fuladi; Nazir Ahmed
and Modi; Rezazadeh and
Honardoost. (2nd row) Jejeebhoy;
Havewalla and Modi: in the audience
Bahdur and Nawaz Mody, Dr Nelie
Noble and Armavaz Khan

Pholos: Nazneen Vajildar, Spectravision

of the SN the first Wednesday of every
month at the KRCOI since over two
years, spoke of the five dynasties that
people the SN: the Peshdadian, the Ka-
yanian, the Achaemenian, the Parthian
{also referred to as the Hakamenian or
Askanian) and the Sasanian. Zara-
thushtra arrived in the second half of
the second dynasty and though no ar-
cheological evidence exists of these
first two dynasties, their existence is a
part of oral tradition, Peer maintained.
Peer, a long-standing scholar of Zoro-
astrianism, noted that the events and
individuals portrayed in the SN corre-
spond to details in the Fravardin, Mehr
and other Yashts. Ferdowsi emphasizes
how the perception of time changes
over the ages; at other times, the scant
data available leads to the compression
of events, creating a feeling of anachro-
nism, commented Peer, adding that the
last period of Jamshyd's life was simi-
lar to our present epoch where the
individual ego is preeminent!
Speaking on the topic “Ferdowsi
and the West" Dr Syed Ainul Hasan,
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associate professor at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi,
noted how a translator's striving for
beauty often militates against the origi-
nal author’s intentions. “Distortion of
the original feeling and sensitivity may
succeed in making the translation as
charming and attractive as the origi-
nal... but it violates the originality of
the ideas and the basic philosophy of
life...of the original author...” In this
context Hasan cited a work more famil-
iar to English readers — Edward
Fitzgerald's rendition of the Rubaiyat
af Omar Khayyam which, according 1o
Hasan, fails 1o convey the basic feel-
ings of Khayyam. Similarly, he said,
that the emotional tone and final effect
of Mathew Arnold’s Sefiraband Rostam
“is quite distant from the impression of
Ferdowsi's SN. He not only lacks the
high seriousness of the great epic, but
also does not display the basic concepl
of such a great combat between father
and son. Although the entire poem in-
vites readers 1o get involved (in) the
affair... it fails to give any clue as to
whom one should lend (one’s) support
and whom to consider responsible for
the tragic end of Sohrab.” Hasan also
noted that unlike Ferdowsi who ex-
presses joy at the very existence of

Rostam, Arnold’s technique does not
overwhelm the reader, almost creating
a sense of indifference. In conveying
Rostam’s helplessness Ferdowsi *“por-
trays the very existence of Almighty
God whose help is sought even by an
unchallenged warrior.... Arnold over-
looks this important aspect of Eastern
intelligentsia... The spirit of Persian
poetry is tragic because il sees in our
moral destiny the presence of evil in
every event, even in the noblest of
human endeavors... Misery deserved
and misery undeserved, each is the will
of God, for God is the cause of every-
thing that happens, be it good or bad.
This significant belief, which is the
spirit of the whole SN could hardly be
witnessed in Amold's interpretation.”

The *“national ego and chauvinism
of (the Turanian) Tahmina who wanted
the strongest man, Rostam, as her hus-
band but refused to make any sacrifice
as his wife, mainly caused the tragedy
of Rostam-Sohrab. She hated Iran and
never agreed to the idea of going there;
but nurtured the dream of conquering
Iran with the help of her son, Sohrab.
She thus desired ruling over Iran with
Rostam as the king and herself, the
queen. This Iran-Turan conflict has been
completely overlooked by almost all
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L to R { 1st row) Upadhyava, Bajan,
Kamerkar, Dalal, Bilquis; (2nd row)
Ansari, Basheer-Unnisa, Bhoot, Peer,
Hasan, Shekhar Photos: Amavaz S. Mama

Europeans who have dealt with the
SN

“It is a transcendent tribute to the
overwhelming power of Ferdowsi's
poetry that, in spite of its subject-mat-
ter, its standpoint, its definitely anti-
Arab and, occasionally, almost anti-
Islamic bias, the SN obtained and has
maintained such universal currency in
the lands of Islam, and even among
people like the Tartars and Turkomans
whose names he execrated as the tradi-
tional enemies of Iran,” noted Prof (D)
S. Basheer-Unnisa Begum, professor of
Persian at Osmania University, Hydera-
bad. Speaking on “Ferdowsi and the
influence of the SN, Basheer-Unnisa
refersio Ferdowsi’scharacters as house-
hold names not only in Iran and Af-
ghanistan but in large parts of India
and Central Asia, adopted by peoples
not necessarily of Iranian lineage. “The
entire nomenclature of the Parsis of
India, both male and female, is, of
course, derived practically from the
pages of the SN. It is remarkable that
these Parsi names do not hark back to
the original forms preserved in their
religious books. They call their sons
Faridoon and not Thraitaona, Jamshyd,
not Yima Khshaita, Kaykobad and not
Kavi Kawadha, Kay Khusrav and not
KavaHusrava, Isfandiyarand not Spento-
data, Ardashir and not Antakhshir.”

Stating that “the soul of Iran has
been kept alive by the strains of the SN
for a thousand years,” Basheer-Unnisa
adds, “Ferdowsi is the father of most
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that is good, true and beautiful in the
literature of Iran. From his pages sol-
diers have derived martial spirit and
heroic ardors, statesmen have learnt
policy, kings, royal dignity, and the
whole [ranian nation a pride and patrio-
tism that have kept them together against
a thousand calamities for a thousand
years.” She also informs us that over the
portals of the University of Tehran is
Ferdowsi’s Farsi equivalent of “He has
power who hath knowledge” while the
poet's other moral precepts bedeck other
walls of this great pile of buildings.

SN scholar Ervad Parvez Bajan de-
scribed the genus of epic poetry as
dating back to the “infancy of a race or
people” when oral tradition was alive to
glory and shame but before the evolu-
tion of civilization brought “reason (o
bear on tradition and disentangled myth
from reality... Almost all epics were
recorded in the shape of history or lit-
erature when the nation had achieved
the art of writing. Only then traditions
have their true national ring and flavor,
only then can they be put into form and
preserved so that they reproduce for all
time that peculiar inimitable fragrance,
that aroma of the childhood of the world,
They should be thus recorded, but such
a task requires the rise of a great poet,
dexterous and worthy, national enough
to weld into an organic whole the tangled
mass of tradition. Such versatile genius
must be well aware of the existing
situation of his own time. But such
poets are rare and consequently true
epics are also rare.

“SN is history clouded by fable. It
does not, like the fliad, deal with one
single great event, but consists of a
series of narratives beginning with fabu-

lous times and going down to the period
when the old civilization gave place to
Islam...

“It throws light on the courts of the
kings, the manner of submilting peti-
tions, the reverence observed by the
noblemen for the kings, and even the
costumes of royal and princely person-
ages. It tells us likewise how royal
orders were drawn and issued and how
the guilty received punishment; what
rules and regulations about taxation
existed, and how land was distributed.
We are even given information of how
weddings were celebrated, what dow-
ries were presented to the bride and the
costumes worn by them, e.g. the de-
tailed account given about the banquet
prepared by Kaikhosrau in honor of
Rostam. A full account is given of
Esfandiar’s funeral procession and the
coffin prepared for him by order of
Rostam. The battles are described with
such minuteness that we know all about
the methods of fighting and the weap-
ons used. Finally the religious concep-
tions, the moral ideals, the deities and
spirits worshipped according 1o the Zo-
roastrian creed are made familiar to us
through this monumental work.” Thus,
said Bajan, Ferdowsi's work belongs
not to the realm of literature alone, but
to history and sociology also.

Bom in the village Shadab in the Tus
district of Khorasan circa 941 AC,
Mansur was said to have adopted the
pen-name Ferdowsi (meaning heavenly)
when Shah Mahmud of Ghazni regis-
tered his pleasure at the poet’s instant
composition of a verse at the imperial
bidding by saying, “You have made my
darbar bright as Ferdows,” notes Desai.
Thereafter he had to contend with three
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other court poets in a rhyming compe-
tition which Ferdowsi won thanks (o his
knowledge of history. The press release
provided by the IR1 Culture House notes
that the oral tradition was rife among
the dehqans or small landowning farmer
class to which Ferdowsi belonged. There
also existed a book called Khudai
Nameh, achronicle of kingly tales updat-
ed by Dihkan Daneshwar with the help
of priests and courtiers in the reign of
Yazdegird III, the last Sasanian King.
Only some references to this work now
exist among the Arabic translations of
old Persian texts. For a couple of centu-
ries after the Arab invasion, the Persian
language fell into disuse until the Sa-
manid kings, being of Iranian origin,
sought its conscious revival.

The four main types of poetic com-
position in Persian are the masnavi (a
long, descriptive, narrative or didactic
composition in rthymed couplets), the
qasida (a panegyric aimed at securing
royal favor), the ghazal (ode) and the
rithai (quatrain), noted Bajan. Accord-
ing to Desai, Ferdowsi's sole object in
composing the great epic was lo eamn
enough to find his daughter a noble
match. It is also recounted that Ferdowsi
was keen to restructure the earth damon

the existing canal in his native Tus with
4 masonry construcuon O ensure réa-
sonable water supply throughout the
year.

Dagigi, a reputed poet and a zealous
Zoroastrian according to Desai, had
already begun to translate the Pahlavi
Khitdai Nameh into Farsi verse but was
killed by a slave when he had com-
pleted about 1,000 verses. These verses
were incorporated into his SN by
Ferdowsi who is believed 1o have been
implored 1o do so by the dead Dagqiqi in
a dream, related Desai. When Mahmud
Ghazni, a tyrant but the most oulstand-
ing patron of the arts at that time, started
a systematic collection of all relevant
data from all possible sources to recon-
struct the early history of Iran, he was
aided by Adar Burzin, a native of
Kerman and a descendant of the Sasa-
nian King Shapur, who had spent the
major part of his life collecting tradi-
tions of the ancient Iranian kings.
Mahmud initially passed on the job of
versification to his poet laureate Unsuri
who, considering himself unequal to
the task, bowed our, declared Desai.

Once commissioned, Ferdowsi was
promised 1,000 gold pieces per 1,000
couplets. Bestowing his trust upon the
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king, a Sunni Muslim, Ferdowsi sought
payment in a lumpsum only after his
60,000 couplet opus was complete.
While he labored, the king's ears were
systematically poisoned by his rivals at
court. “The tolerance which Ferdowsi
has shown in the introduction to the SN
was used by his enemy to impute that
Ferdowsi was not only a Shia but also an
atheist and a2 materialist,” noted Desai.
When his 12 years of mental agony and
devoted work was rewarded with 60,000
silver coins instead of the promised
gold, Ferdowsi distributed them be-
tween his loyal friend Ayaz, the owner
of a public bath he frequented, and a
bartender, requesting Ayaz to tell the
Sultan exactly what he had done to the
king’s niggardly reward. When the en-
raged Sultan, his ears still ringing with
false stories of Ferdowsi's infamy,
threatened Ferdowsi with trampling by
elephants, the poet made a public apol-
ogy and left Ghazni in the guise of a
darvish. But before he left, he etched in
a corner of the main Mosque at Ghazni
“The fortunate court of Mahmud of
Zabulistan is like a sea. What a sea! One
cannot perceive the shore! I plunged in
it but found no pearls. It is the fault of
my stars and not of the sea.” He also left
a sealed envelope with Ayaz to be de-
livered to Mahmud 20 days after his
departure. It contained the satire that
became world famous, noted Desai.
Even in that state of anguish Ferdowsi
stuck to the facts with dignity and re-
straint. Referring to Mahmud's lowly
birth (he was the son of the slave of a
slave), Ferdowsi's satire, though bitter
“is utterly devoid of invective and innu-
endo which mar... most satirical poems
of the Arabs and Persians,” commented
Edward Browne in his Literary History
of Persia. Wrote Ferdowsi, “Do not
entertain any hopes (expectations) from
one born of an unholy alliance, for
howsoever much you wash a Negro, he
will not become white. If you plant,
even in paradise, a tree, which has bitter
roots, and while watering it, you feed it
with water from the river of paradise
and feed its roots with honey and milk,
in the end, it will show the qualities of
the seed and would bear only bitter
fruits... If you go past one who sells
amber, then your clothes would all be
scented, But if you go near one who
sells coal, you will not be covered by
anything except blackness... I have, by
my poetry, made the world like a para-
dise on this earth, for no one else has
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planted seeds of better poetry. There
was no other poet like Ferdowsi at any
time in any age. What was bad was that
fortune did not favor him.”

Ferdowsi had returned to Tus. He
was old, feeble, tired, broken-hearted
when some years later he heard a young
boy recite a verse from his satire: “If the
king had a king as his father/He would
have placed, on my head, a crown of
gold/If the mother of the king was a
lady/I would have been immersed, up to
my knees, in silver and gold.” Emotion-
ally disturbed, the 83-year-old poet
swooned, never to recover. In the mean-
time the Sultan, hearing quotes from
the SN, repented his parsimony and
despatched the promised 60,000 gold
coins, 12 camels loaded with gifts and
a robe of honor for the old poet. In a
final irony of fate, even as the caravan
of gifts entered the city from one gate,
Ferdowsi’s last remains were being
taken for burial through another. Fer-
dowsi’s daughter is said to have angrily
spurned the Sultan’s belated generosity
but Ferdowsi’s sister spoke of the poet's
desire to build the dam and the Sullan is
said to have ordered it to be built.

The authorship of the gigantic mas-
terpiece, thus composed by a single
creative genius unlike the Mahabharata

“which is a mighty mixture of many
minds and ages,” has never been ques-
tioned, unlike the Hliad and Odyssey of
Homer, stated Bajan.

As the press release from the IRI
Culture House notes, the SN “does not
begin ‘in the midst of things' but with
the creation of the world and the ap-
pearance of the first shah...” Unlike the
Greek and Indian epics it is monotheis-
tic and “its focus on the life of the royal
court makes it seem closer to the tales of
King Arthur and the knights of the
Round Table than to Milton's great
poem (Paradise Lost). It contains not
one story but many, not asingle climac-
tic event, but a multitude of them, not
one hero but a long sequence of heroes
and heroic princes. Rostam, who is the
last and greatest of a family of heroes
from the Iranian province of Sistan and
who dominates many of its finest sto-
ries is no more than an offstage pres-
ence in other tales. He also dies when
the poem is only two-thirds finished.
The events in Gilgamesh, Homer and
the European epics are tailored to the
limits of a single human life, but the
events of the SN stretch across many
generations and a single hero may live
for centuries...

“While there are a number of recur-
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rent themes in the SN, such as the
immortality of noble deeds, the malig-
nancy and inevitability of fate, and the
persistent hostility and envy of Iran's
neighbors, the theme that underlies all
of these is that God prefers Iran to other
nations and sustains it through the insti-
tution of the shah. So long as His chosen
shah sits upon the throne, Iran will
endure. When Shah Yazdegerd 11 is
slain in 652 AC, the Iran of the SN
comes to an end...

“The religion of the SN is Zoroastri-
anism, but a Zoreastrianism that has
been stripped of its fire temples, rituals
and prayers. Ferdowsi was a Muslim as
were his patron, Sultan Mahmud of
Ghazni (d. 10300, and the members of
his court. As a consequence either he or
his sources have passed the stories of
the SN through a filter, eliminaling
what would have been most offensive
to Muslim sensibilities. What remains
is a vague but persistent dualism in
which the powers of good, AhuraMazda,
and evil, Ahriman, are in perpetual
conflict. Rostam and Kay Kavus pray to
the supreme god, Izad or Yazdan, (Cre-
ator and Keeper of the World) who
Zoroastrians believe presides over the
struggle between Ahura Mazda and
Ahriman. Ultimately Yazdan will give

victory to good, but in the course of the
SNitis Ahriman's power that increases.
The shahs who rule become progres-
sively less worthy and ‘hunchbacked
fate’ spreads ruin and destruction where
he will. The poem also ends with the
conquest by the Arabs and Islam, a
crushing defeat for Zoroastrian Iran.”

“It was customary for every king to
have a personal illustrated copy of the
SN done by the most prestigious artists
of the time,” notes Rameen Javid
Moshref. Shah Tahmasp, the second
Safavid king who ruled from 1524-70,
owned a copy with 254 miniature illus-
trations, a masterpiece of world art
which has survived to provide an im-
pressive documentation of early Safavid
culture, notes Moshref.

Prof Sabar Havewalla of the JNU
expanded on the story of the evil Zohak
and Kaveh the rebel who incited the
fearful people to fight the tyrant.

The son of a wise, just, popular king
named Merdas, the ambitious Zohak
killed his father and invaded Iran, im-
prisoning the pompous and proud Jam-
shyd who, bereft of his former wisdom
and dignity, had lost his popularity
among his people.

Kissed by Ahriman, Zohak sprouted
a snake on each shoulder that had to be
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fed the brains of two Iranian youths of
all walks of life, every night. The help-
less Iranians nursed their hatred but
could not muster the courage to fight
until Kaveh, a blacksmith whose 18th
son was now commandeered for the
snakes' evening meal, stormed into the
palace. Demanding his son’s re-
lease, Kaveh called Zohak a “cruel
king." Zohak, who had dreamt
that a young man by the name of
Faridoon would destroy him, had
had innumerable men killed in an
effort to counter his faceless en-
emy. He now nervously acceeded
to Kavel's demand and asked
Kaveh to sign, like his sycophant
courtiers, a document declaring
him to be just and kind. Kaveh not
only shredded the document, he
left the palace urging all people to
join the fight for justice. Kaveh led the
people under his banner — a leather
apron tied to a spearhead — to the
young Faridoon, brought up in hiding
by a sage in the jungle. The makeshift
banner, later adomed with silks and
jewels, became the symbol of a resur-
rected Iran under Faridoon with Zohak
dethroned and tied until death in
Mount Demavand.

According to Havewalla, Zohak is
referred to as Dahhak in the Avan Yashr,
as Azhidahak inthe Yasna, the Videvdar,
the Behram and Zamyad Yashts. “An
invader ruling over a rival country very
cleverly fabricating a plan to wipe out a
young generation posing a threat to the
ruler, is a very common strategy. His-
tory is full of such evidences,” noted
Havewalla, adding, “Modern Iranian
literature is full of reference to Kaveh
and his first ‘people’s revolution.” His
Derafshe-g-Kaviyan (flag of protest) is
an idiomatic expression in Persian litera-
ture symbolizing social revolution in Iran
and protest against social injustice.”

According to Prof Maria Bilquis
of the Aligarh Muslim University,
apart from Iran and Afghanistan there
are 25 manuscript copies of the SN in
the British Museum Library, 33 (com-
plete and incomplete) in the India
Office Library in London, 13 at the
Bodleian Library at Oxford and many
more scattered all over India. Dr
Chander Shekhar, reader of Persian
at the University of Delhi, stated that
it is difficult to establish when the
Persian manuscripts started coming
into India or when Indians started
creating these manuscripts them-

A
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selves, many of which are abridged
editions, Dr Nazir Ahmed, professor
emeritus at the Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity, described the difficulty of
scholars who find that these manu-
scripts are not properly edited and
hence one cannot make out exactly
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Iranian crafis on display at the
exhibition

what Ferdowsi wrote. He suggested
that all manuscripts should be col-
lected and an annotated edition pro-
duced by a body of scholars.

Speaking on the motif of Rostam
and Sohrab in Sanskrit literature, Prof
5. A, Upadhyaya, director of post-gradu-
ate research at Bombay's Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, noted that certain ideas
recur in the literatures of the world
because all great creative artists get
their inspiration from the universal col-
lective unconsciousness. He referred 1o
the episode of Lord Shiva and Ganesha;
to the sons of Ram who challenge his
right to rule because they are not aware
of him as their father; Tolstoy, in one of
his stories, depicts a man whose racial
hatred impels him to throw another off
the railway platform to die in the cold,
only to realize later that the victim had
been his son who arrived on an earlier
train. Though this motif of conflict be-
tween father and son who do not recog-
nize each other is common, Upadhyaya
said, “In Indian culture no one is killed.
It is part of the Hindu culture that the
drama does not end in tragedy like
Rostam and Sohrab.” Emphasizing the
message of the ethical virtues of char-
ity, humility, etc — the eternal values,
common to all great literature and all
religions — Upadhyaya remarked, that
if all of us could grasp it, we could reach
the utopia of a peaceful world through
our common heritage.

Eminent scholar Prof Ahmed Ansa-
ri reviewed the Sohrab and Rostam

¢pisode in terms of Greek tragedy
highlighting the irony of life. Persian
language and literature was a craze in
Victorian England with Alfred Tenny-
son, Thomas Hardy and Fitzgerald
meeting every evening at Thomas
Carlyle’s home to read the Persian
SN, he noted. According to
Ansari, Tennyson began Lo
learn Persian at an advanced
age. Like the prolog and epilog
of Shakespeare’s plays or the
chorus of Greek tragedy, from
the beginning Ferdowsi pre-
pares the reader for war and the
conflict between Sohrab and
Rostam, said Ansari. He phi-
losophizes, draws metaphori-
cal similes like the whirlwind
blowing away newly blossomed
fruit, fire indiscriminately burn-
ing fresh twigs and old branches, de-
picts foes and friends alike joining
the fateful conspiracy to keep their
identities secret. Sohrab’s name dis-
appears from the SN except for three
references after his death, bul
Rostam’s presence remains through-
out, even in absentia, observed Ansari.

Archeologist Dr Katy Dalal presented
a more humane concept of Alexander
the Great whose conquest of Iran led to
the end of the Achaemenian era. Son of
Philip of Macedonia and his shrewish
fourth wife, Alexander was removed
from his mother’s custody at the age of
five and sent to live with his tutor
Deodidas where he learnt the discipline
and frugality that contributed to his
successful long marches, When Darius
was spiked to death by a supposed ally,
itwas Alexander who covered the King's
body with his own cloak and sent it for
royal burial, said Dalal. But the sight of
numerous Greeks on the way to Per-
sepolis, their eyes gouched out, ears
and hands cut, sparked an avenging
rage that led to the pillage and burning
of Persepolis. According to Dalal,
Alexander was “guite a mystic” and
held philosophical discussions with the
sadhus he encountered,

The anti-Arab tenor of the popular
SN which overrides restrictions of race,
religion and country led Arabic poets to
write an Omarnama o neutralize the
SN's impact, said Basheer-Unnisa.
Speaking at the valedictory function
guest of honor Nazir Nizamuddin Patel,
Maharashtra’s commissionerof cultural
affairs, spoke of the live link created by
Ferdowsi between the three great lan-
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guages of Arabic, Avestan and Persian
and laughed at the statement attributed
to British statesman Thomas Macaulay
that the entire literature of Indian and
Persian languages could be stored in
two cupboards. “Serious work on the
SN alone will need 10 cupboards! An-
cient and medieval Indian history can-
not be written withoul reference to Per-
sia,” he noted.

Because Iran is a beautiful country
ringed by aggressive neighbors it could
not retain tranquility and peace, noted
Honardoost, chiel guest on the occa-
sion, adding that the Achaemenian
empire was “conceptualized on a de-
fensive basis.” Referring to the inter-
twined “sense and soul of the SN and the
Avesta” Honardoost said that the his-
tory of ancient Iran could not be writien
without reference to the thoughts and
words of Zarathushtra. “The deeds of
SN's heroes speak of a pure relationship
with the divine,” said Honardoost refer-
ring to the parallel of Ferdowsi's own
life and his resistance to Mahmud who
was a tyrant.

Unlike Egypt, Syria and the other
lands of the former Iranian empires
conquered by the Arabs which accepted
Arabic in preference to their native

tongues, Ferdowsi restored the Iranian
language 1o its people, said Havewalla
as she thanked the organizers on behalf
of the participating scholars. "By hon-
oring Ferdowsi we are saluting a nation
that despite its many vicissitudes main-
tained its pride.”

Tailpicce

The audience at the Shahnameh semi-
nar was treated to a brief CD demon-
stration by Benaifer Bhoot of Atash
Enterprises. Currently transferring the
seventh volume of Dr Bahman Surti's
prose translation of the epic which
she has scanned on CD Rom, the
seven disk set devotes one CD per
volume, illustrated with animation,
coins, clothes, monuments and other
pictorials courtesy the IRI Culture
House. Bhoot hopes to launch the set,
priced at Rs 1,750, with a special
event at the KRCOI. The Shahnameh
project is part of a greater project
towards which Bhoot is working —
to form a club to rehouse street ani-
mals and train them for handicapped
people. Ferdowsi would probably ap-
prove. Among his treasure trove of
mythical characters were a few horses
and a very special bird!
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POLITICS AND POLICY

Mehtas’ municipal mission

The voters from Ward 20 were determined to have a member
of the Mehta family continue to represent them at the Bombay Municipality

“Most people would get thinner with
the tension of elections but [ am happily
putting on weight,” laughs Anahita Rusi
Mehta, the newly elected corporator of
the Brihan Mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (Bombay Municipali-
ty). Although victory was
expected for this Congress
(I} candidate, the fact that
she won 8,370 votes as
against her nearest rival from
the Bharatiya Janata Party
who got 1,686 has been a
continuous cause for celebra-
tion. During the course of the
Parsiana interview on Feb-
ruary 24, 2002, a fortnight
after the polls, she must have
received at least three remind-
ers to inform her that her presence was
being anxiously awaited at the felicita-
tion function in the nearby B.LLT. Chawl.

When campaigning at her Ward 20
which covers Central Bombay's notori-
ous Foras Road, Shuklaji Street,
Bharatnagar, Khetwadi Back Road,
Mehta recalls the overwhelming sup-
port she got from her electorate who
kept reiterating that there was no need
for her to be canvassing from door 1o
door. They assured her that being obli-
gated to her late father Rusi Mehta who
as corporator for 20 years was respon-
sible for many of the improvements in
this neglected area, their loyalties lay
only with the Mehta family. And ac-
companied as she invariably was by her
brother Noshir, who until this year had
adopted their father's mantle as corpo-
rator and continued with his good work,
was another plus point in her favor.
“Had I not had such a hectic schedule
and had I noted down the many in-
stances they related of help proffered
by my father, I would have had a diary
full,” she states. I was barely given a
chance o say anything except ‘thank
you, thank you,”™ she adds.

The fact that she speaks fluent
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Analita Melia:
concerned
corporator

Parinaz M. Gandhi

Marathi and Hindi, (“even better than
Gujarati,” she confides) helped the vot-
ers identify her as “aamchi pori (our
daughter),” she observes. In fact, one of
the senior-most and faithful Congress
(1) party workers, 90-year-old
Prabhavati, popularly ad-
dressed as “aai” by the jun-
iors, continues till this day to
give 32-year-old Anahita a
chocolate every lime she
meets her, a practice the se-
nior lady had introduced over
two decades ago for Rusi
Mehta’s third child.

What made Anahita stand
for the election? “It was thrust
upon me,” she declares mat-
ter-of-factly. “I was left with
no other choice.” When the Municipal-
ity announced its 30 percent reserva-
tion for ladies, the wards selected
through a lottery system had to compul-
sorily field women candidates. As luck
would have it, Ward 20 {or Ward 23 as
it was referred to earlier where her
father had served for four terms until his
assassination on Anahita’s 18th birth-
day in 1987, his seat being then occu-
pied by Noshir) was one of those ear-
marked for ladies. Realizing the re-
sponsibilities involved in accepting this
challenge, Anahita initially showed her
reluctance. But with the encourage-
ment and support of senior Congress
officials like Murli Deora, the confi-
dence reposed by the residents of the
area and guidance assured by Moshir
who insisted that “public demand chhé;
tané karvuch parsé (you will have to
bow down to public pressure}),” she
took the plunge. Younger sister Pari
was excused as she was then tied down
with her infant’s asthmatic attack.
Anahita though was expected to march
on with the support of her husband Izhar
and mother-in-law although she too has
a little son Jaser, not yet three years old.
Even after marriage she continues Lo

.

retain her maiden name on the rationale
that the electoral register and identity
card reads “Anahita Rusi Mehta.”

While she had yet to receive her first
exposure of a Corporation meeting
scheduled for March 5, Anahita was
familiarizing herself with the facts and
figures concerning her constiluency:
There are 35,500 registered voters in
her constituency of whom barely 35
percent ( 12,220) came to cast their vote.
Fifty-five percent of her constituency
members must be Muslims, she be-
lieves, the Parsi component numbering
approximately 150, mainly from the
Khetwadi Back Road locality. In her
father’s time Balaram Street where
many Parsis reside was also included in
the same constituency, but not any more.

“See the population 50 years ago and
today. Butnothing has modernized here.
We are sull stuck with the British drain-
age system and storm pipes which cause
repeated fooding in the monsoons,”
she relates. Since hygiene and cleanli-
ness are not priorities with the people
here she finds “pipes and drains are
choked, house gullies are perpetually
dirty, gulters are overflowing.” And it
becomes a vicious circle, observes
Anahita, when some of the municipal
workers feel it is futile fighting against
this filth. The auitude assumed is:
“ehaan chthé, ghaan réhsé, marwaadéni.”

Initially in the Gol Darwaza locality
the women would go and stand in a
queue every morning at 4 a.m. lo get
water from the tap outside. Thanks Lo
her father’s intervention and persistence
each of the rooms now has a tap and the
early morning ordeals are over for which
they are perennially grateful to the
Mehitas.

Presently MNoshir 15 guiding her ev-
ery step of the way and if Anahita is
required Lo be in two places at the same
time, the brother holds the fort at one
place while she takes care of another
emergency. She has had many occa-



sions to interact with the populace of
the area in the course of her involve-
ment with the welfare center started by
her father. The center comes to the aid
of those with medical problems and
educational difficulties, she says.

Anahita’s education was at the St
Agnes High School, Clare Road, after
which she graduated in science, spe-
cializing in life sciences and biochem-
istry from Bombay's Sophia College.
Preoccupied for eight months with her
mother’s major illness the year she
graduated Anahitasays she neitheropted
for postgraduate studies nor a vocation
in science thereafter. Presently she is
the owner of the flour mill in the Rusi
Mehta Compound and although her
daily presence there is not mandatory as
elder brother Dinshaw supervises the
business, she is aware of the processes
involved in the factory.

“Born and brought up in the area,”
notes the publicity pamphiet distrib-
uted at the time of her elections listing
herother assets as “honest, hardworking,
dedicated, non-corrupt, loyal Congress
worker from a family who has sacri-
ficed for the people of the area.” The
unpretentious office in the Rusi Mehta
Compound housing a wooden desk, a

“We are still stuck with
the British drainage
system and storm
pipes which cause
repeated flooding in
the monsoons”

couple of chairs and cupboards serves
as her base. With her residence in the
same modest building on a floor above,
she smiles, “the people know where 1o
contact me."”

Anahita may be frank and forthright
on most subjects but try eliciting her
views on the controversies plaguing the
Parsi community and she will give
guarded replies, “That, Dinshaw (being
atrustee of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet)
can handle... Dinshaw is very capable.”

She may be the only Parsi corporator
presently in the Bombay Municipality.
She may be the first Parsi lady corporator
to serve the city. But rather than dwell on
suppositions Anahita would prefer to
concentrate on the tasks in hand such that
“the basic necessities of good shelter,
water, cleanlingss can be assured to all
the residents.” Once the Corporation sits

for its first session and the committees
are formed, she would be expected to
contribute to the tasks delegated to her
whilst ensuring that the ruling Shiv Sena
party is performing its duty,

Would she encourage other Parsis (o
become corporators? The willingness
and ability to put in “hard werk is
important,” she qualifies, be that per-
son “a Parsi or anyone else.” Knowing
that so many people from your constitu-
ency are illiterate, lacking in facilities
many urbanites take for granted, your
responsibility and obligation todo some-
thing for them increases, she explains.

Anahita may have joined the Munici-
pality but she refuses to consider contest-
ing Lok Sabha elections. “This is not
politics. We are here to serve the people,”
she declares. “With his reputation and
hard work my father had a lot of chance
of winning as a MP (Member of Parlia-
ment) but he was content to put in four
conseculive terms as a corporator.”

Stirred by “the amount of love and
trust” the electorate has reposed in the
Mehtas, Anahita says she can now un-
derstand why she was prevailed upon to
contest the elections: If not in the
interests of the family, the party, then
for the sake of the people.”
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RELIGION

Origins of the Parsi priesthood

The evolution of the priesthood in India evidenced dispute between
the priests themselves as well as with the laity which resulted

The Sasanian empire came to a formal
end with the murder of Yazdegird Il at
Merv in 651 CE, but it was not until 200
years or more had passed that a group of
devout Zoroastrians from Kohistan in
the northeast of Iran found the ever-
increasing religious persecution oo
much to bear and resolved to seek free-
dom of worship elsewhere. They trav-
eled south to the port of Hormuz on the
Persian Gulf, also known as Moghistan,
place of the magi, i.e. Zoroastrian
priests, and eventually secured a ship
and sailed eastward, men, women and
children. Their first halt was at the port
of Diu in Kathiawad, where they are
said to have stayed for 19 years. From
there they sailed again towards the south-
ern part of Gujarat, but met with a
dreadful hurricane in the middle of the
sea, The faithful devotees of Ahura
Mazda stood up and prayed to Him to
deliver them from this calamity. If they
reached unhurt the shores of Gujarat,
they vowed that they would consecrate
a sacred fire in honor of Bahram, the
god of victory, who helps and protects
the devout in perilous journeys. Their
sincere prayers were speedily answered,
and the violent storm subsided. The
founding fathers of the Parsi commu-
nity reached the shores of southern
Gujarat in Vikram Samvat 992, i.e. 936
CE. They named their newly-founded
colony after Sanjan, atown in the Khwaf
district of Kohistan, from where they
originally came.

In fulfilment of the vow taken on the
high seas, the Parsi settlers began to
make preparations for installing a sa-
cred fire on the soil of their new haven,
Sanjan. They sent two priests overland
to Khorasan to undergo the purificalory
ablutions (barashnom)and to bring back
with them the alat [ritual implements
necessary for consecrating a sacred fire,
specifically the fire-ash of an atash
bahram, consecrated bull's urine
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in bloodshed

Dastur (Dr) Firoze M. Kotwal

(nirangdin) and the hair of a sacred
unblemished white bull]. Other
Khorasani priests, well-versed in ex-
ecuting such holy works, accompanied
them on their return to Sanjan where, in
accordance with the dictates of the reli-
gion, they consecrated the sacred fire
and installed it in about the middle of
the 10th century CE. For about three
centuries, the Parsis lived together in
Sanjan. When their numbers grew,
members of both the clergy and laity
began to move away towards the north-
ern part of Gujarat, and lo establish
colonies there,

Priests naturally formed the back-
bone of the group of Parsis who came to
India in 936 CE. Their early history
down 1o the time of Shapur Shahriyar,
the common ancestor of almost all Parsi
priests, is irretrievable. Besides Shapur
Shahriyar, the ancient commemorative
list of departed worthies contains the
names of Hormazdyar Ramyar and
Meryosang Dhaval, his grandsons, from
whom the priests of four major groups
trace their lincage. OF these two grand-
sons of Shapur Shahriyar, Neryosang
Dhaval is celebrated as a Sanskritscholar
who lived in Sanjan in the latter part of
the 12th century. (A later legend mistak-
enly regards MNeryosang Dhaval as the
leader of the group who consecrated the
Atash Bahram in Sanjan, although
Bahman Kekobad, the learned Sanjana
priest who wrote the Qissa-¢ Sanjan in
Mavsari in 1599 CE, does not mention
him at all when he describes the installa-
tion of the Sanjan Atash Bahram. Erro-
neously considering Neryosang to have
been the leader of the group, the Parsi
priests remember his name in ceremo-
nies by prefixing the old Persian title
*Mobad® to it. The same practice is
followed in the case of Neryosang's
cousin Hormazdyar Ramyar and his
grandfather Shapur Shahriyar, although
this may be due to Hormazdyar and

Meryosang both having a son named
Mobad.)

Among the Parsis who migrated
northwards from Sanjan, there was a
band who settled in the little town of
Mavsari in about 1275. Zarthosht
Mobad, a grandson of Hormazdyar
Ramyar, accompanied them together
with his two sons, Kamdin and Mobad,
lo cater to their religious needs.
(Zarthosht Mobad first established a
dar-i mihr in a small, modest house
which, in course of time, became well-
known as the Great Dar-i Mihr or Vadi
Dar-i Mihr. Priests of all denomina-
tions took pride in being initiated there.
They also use the alar consecrated in
this oldest and most prestigious dar-i
mihr of India.) Afterwards, Zarthosht's
younger brother, Bahram Mobad, left
Sanjan for Bharuch (Broach) with an-
other batch of Parsis, 1o become even-
tually the ancestor of the Bharucha
priests. In Navsari, Pahlan Mobad, a
grandson of Zarthosht Mobad, chose o
go 1o Surat and eventually became the
ancestor of the Godavra priests. (The
region between the river Tapi and
Narmada is generally known as the
godaru, and the priests living in it are
called godavra.) At the end of the 14th
century, the Parsi population of Navsari
increased considerably, and the descen-
dants of Kamdin Zarthosht had to em-
ploy another priest, named Hom Bah-
manyar, from Sanjan. Bahmanyar came
to Mavsari with his only son Faredun as

_an employee of the descendants of

Kamdin Zarthosht, but continued also
to serve the Sanjan Atash Bahram with
his son. After some years, the descen-
dants of his brother Hormazdyar Bah-
manyar in Sanjan objected to their earn-
ing a livelihood in two places, and
asked Faredun and his two sons to work
either in Navsari or in Sanjan. Faredun
and his sons referred their case to their
employers and indicated their willing-
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ness to settle permanently in Navsari
and forgo their right to serve the Atash
Bahram in Sanjan, provided that the
descendants of Mobad Kamdin, headed
by Pahlan Anna (the honorific title of
‘Kaka® was applied 1o Pahlan Anna
who lived long and was a much re-
spected man in his time) and Kaka
Dhanpal (the father of the famous schol-
ar-priest Asdin Kaka. Kaka is here a
proper name) agreed to divide the share
fromthe proceeds of ceremonies equally
between themselves and the three sons
of Faredun in perpetuity. The Tamily
members of Pahlan Anna and Kaka
Dhanpal agreed to this proposal, and the
three sons of Faredun Hom became equal
partners with them, to be called thereaf-
ter the Bhagaria or Bhagarsath, 1.e. the
co-sharers. These five priests became
the lineal ancestors of all Bhagaria
priests, forming, as it were, five family
groups or stocks, called pols (Gujarati
pol: “a sireet, a lane’). A leading mem-
ber from each of the five pols held an
important religious office conferred on
him by the Bhagarsath Anjoman. The
five offices are:
*The head of the Kaka Pahlan stock
made the heir of a deceased person re-
cite the formula of sesh on the third day
after death, in the presence of an assem-
bly. (The senior priest formerly used to
recite a short formula named sosh, a
shortened form of srosh, exhorting the
eldest son to have the srosh ceremonies
performed for the benefit of the de-
parted soul.)
*The head of the Kaka Dhanpal stock
acted as custodian of the consecrated
bull’s urine {nirangdin). (This right has
since been conferred on the Kotwal fam-
ily belonging tothe Asha Faredun stock.)
*The head of the Asha Faredun stock
conducted the penitentiary prayer {patet)
in an assembly gathered to honor the
departed soul onthe third day after death.
{This right has since been transferred to
Meherji Rana on his appointment as
High Priest.)
*The head of the Mahvar Faredun stock
gave permission for initiations into
priesthood, called nawar and maratab,
and a member of his family was entitled
to conduct the first day of the nawar
ceremony.
*The head of the Chanda Faredun stock
maintained records and preserved docu-
ments for the Anjoman’s archives,
These five offices seem to have been
allocated in about the middle of the
15th century and remained in this way
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until 1579, when the whole Anjoman of
Navsari appointed Meherji Rana as the
first High Priest { Vada Dastur) of India.

By the middle of the 15th century the
priesis seem 1o have settled comfort-
ably in groups within different regions
of Gujarat. In order to safeguard the
interests of each group, the elders met

The influential
Behdins convicted
12 Bhagarias on
charges of murder
and had them
imprisoned in Surat

together in conference in Sanjan and
established five priestly jurisdictions,
called panthaks, demarcated by rivers,
They all agreed that no priest would ever
perform any ceremony, even for him-
sell, in a panthak that did not belong lo
him. The five divisions of the panthak
were made in the following way:
=Sanjana priesis: from the river Dantora
to the river Par,

*Bhagaria priests: from the river Par to
the river Tapi.

*Godavra priests: from the river Tapi to
the river Narmada.

*Bharucha priests: from the river
MNarmada to the river Mahi.
*Khambata priests: from the river Mahi
to the river Sabarmati,

MNeither the original covenant signed
by the elders of the five priestly groups
nor its copy exisis today. The agree-
ments made in subsequent centuries
between different groups of priests bear
out that the priests in general fully re-
spected the covenant and regarded it as
sacrosancl. The oldest existing docu-
ment which reflects this state of affairs is
dated 1543 CE. It is an agreement be-
tween the whole Anjoman (which in-
cluded both the Bhagaria priests and
laymen) of Navsari and the Sanjana
Anjoman, and it spells out the priestly
jurisdictions of two major groups of
priests, the Sanjanas and Bhagarias.

In the latter half of the 15th century,
Sanjan fell on evil days on account of
the devastating attack by the armies of
Sultan Mahmud Begada of Gujarat in
1465 CE. In order to protect the sacred
fire against possible sacrilege by the
Muslim conquerors, the valiant Sanjana
priests carried their most precious posses-

sion 1o the mountain fasiness of Bahrot
about 14 miles to the south of Sanjan,
and hid the fire in a cave-dwelling with
windows, doors and pillars, already
carved out of the steep rocks. After a
brief stay in the Bahrot hill, the Atash
Bahram was taken to Bansda, and then,
through the good offices of Changa Asha,
a wealthy layman of Navsari, it was
carried to Navsari in about 1479. The
three courageous priests who brought
the sacred fire to Navsari were Khurshed
Kamdin, Nagan Ram and Chaiyyan
Shaer, from whom the nine exisling
Families of Sanjana priestsare descended.
They still enjoy the exclusive right to
serve the sacred fire.

With the enthronement of the sacred
fire in Navsari, both the Sanjana and
Bhagaria priests began to live amica-
bly, helping each other in the affairs of
the religion and respecting the cov-
enant entered imo by their elders more
than a century before. The presence of
the sacred fire, housed in a building
provided by the Bhagarsath Anjoman,
added luster o the fair name of Navsari,
which now became in its own right the
headquarters of both the Sanjanas and
Bhagarias. Because of the calamities
which had befallen the Sanjana priests
in Sanjan and its vicinity, their eco-
nomic condition became straitened. They
asked the Bhagarsath Anjoman to help
them by giving them the diocese of the
town (not the whole region) of Bulsar.
The Bhagaria priests came Lo their res-
cue at this difficult time and granted
them the diocese of Bulsar. The Sanjana
Anjoman of Navsari sent Shapur Rana
1o serve the Parsi community there. Be-
cause of a quarrel between two groups
of laity, another dar-i mihr seems to
have been established in Bulsar under
the charge of Jamasp Bhaiji, a Sanjana
priest. In course of time, the descen-
dants of Shapur Rana and Jamasp Bhaiji
began to manage the affairs of Bulsar
independently from the Sanjana Anjo-
man, refusing 1o pay the ecclesiastical
dues, and consequently they lost their

-right to serve the sacred fire.

Inthe last quarter of the 17th century,
there arose in Navsari a deadly feud
between the Bhagarias and a few lay
members of the Parsi community called
the Behdins (“those of the Good Reli-
gion"). For the sake of supervision and
equitable distribution of religious work
amongst the priests, the Bhagarsath
Anjoman of Navsari passed a resolution
in 1672 directing the priests to perform
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GEMEALORY OF PARSI PRIESTS

E. Shapur son of E. Ehahriyar
{ancestor of almost all Parsi prissts)

I 1
E. Ramyar E. Dhaval
E. ILmldrlr igrandson of Shapur 8., E. MiryBsang (Sanskrit scholar,
| €. lith cent. A.C.} | €. lith cent.A.C.)
E. Mobad E. Hobad
L T - =
ol - lt_:l?“l:f th: i L4 ho!l.":::-ﬂhlru:h;l e
sncestors of the Bhagarla ancestor [ =
priests of Havsari, €. 13th cent. A.C.) E. Khujasta
@. 13th cent. A.C.} £ BakmaeVaE
— , [
- E.. hohad E. Ehirshad
E. FasdIn sl e
: a0 E. Bahmanyar
I {ancestor of_the priests of ¥
E. HMobad Surat and Godiavra, ©.l4th cent.A.C.)
G 1
E. Kamdln E. Lakhrldnar
E. Rana (1.1416 A.C.) 0. Bama (1.1451 A.C.)
E. Chandna 0. Lakhmldhar
E. Anna (1,1478 A.C.} E. Dhanpal
E. Pehlan (1,1516 A.C.) E. FKaka(l.1%43 A.C.) X
{founder of the pol of K&ka {founder of the pol of KikE Dhanpil,
Pahlan, ©.l153th cenkt. A.C.) c.15th cent.A.C.}
. r = E
E.Hom [cne of the ancestors of E. Hormazdyar (c.ldth cent.Ah.C.)
the Bhagarisa priests of [
| Havearl, c,l4th cent.A.C.) r 1
E. Faradin E. Dhanpal E. FKam
- - 1
E. Rsha E. Mahyar - 5 1 g;(:hu}d-ih
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cant.AiC.} cent. A.C.) Yl E. Ram E. Bhasr
E. Fhurshad® E. Niqan. l.ﬁl-iln'il.
*{Thres Sanjand priests who brought from B i
the Sanjan fire to Havearl in c.l1479% A.C.) ﬂ,"qJn
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E. I.len E. Chanda E. Jasang
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E. Bhapur E. Harsang E. Khurahed (the E. Shapur
(1. 1645 A.C.) § sty third son of Hoshang (first Sanjana priest who cams
E. Kekobad Kshd was adopted by to Bulsar in the 17th century)
; his nephew E.XEkBold) = H -
Kanil Hizji
(H. 1637 A.C.) (H. 1644 A-C.)
I 1
E. Bblu.lj:. (H. 1636 A.C.) E.Erach (1.1664 A.C.)
E. Jamnsp (1.1684 A.C.)
{Banjana pricat who cama to
Bulsar and eatablished a rival
dar-1 mihr at the behost of the
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ceriain major ceremonies according to
their turns in and around Navsari, as
also in other distant parishes such as
Bombay and the nearby Parsi settle-
ments like Chaul, Kalyan, Bhimardi
and Thana. The Behdins of Mavsari did
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not approve of the mandate issued by
the Bhagarsath Anjoman to the priests
and resolved in a meeting in 1673 that
they would have ceremonies of their
households performed by priests of their
own choice. This stance of the Behdins

infuriated the Bhagarias, and in course
of time things took an ugly turn culmi-
nating in the murder of two Bhagaria
priests in 1686 at a public place called
Tarota. This dastardly act of murder
agitated the Bhagarias so much that



they, in their agony, killed six Behdins
in retaliation. The influential Behding
convicted 12 Bhagarias on charges of
murder and had them imprisoned in
Surat. Later on, they were released from
jail through the good offices of Kunverji
Nanabhai Modi, the great leader of the
Parsi community at Surat, and were
sent back home safely 1o Navsari. In
order to implement effectively their
resolution of 1673, the Behdins won
over to their side a dissident Bhagaria
priest, Minocheher Homji, who began
to act as a family priest of the Behdins
with the help of his three sons. In order
to carn a living with ease and comfort,
three more Bhagaria priests, viz. Meherji
Chandna (surnamed Kakalia, belonged
to the Kaka Pahlan stock), Dada Chandji
(surnamed Dadachanji, belonged to
the Asha Faredun stock) and Peshotan
Sohrab (surnamed Rabadi, belonged
to the Asha Faredun stock) followed
suit and joined the Minocheher Homiji
fold, which now bezan to be called
the Chaharo Sath (United Four in
Gujarati).

Despite the unstinted support and
lucrative help offered by the Behdins 1o
the United Four, the Bhagarias were
successful in 1731 in geuwing a charter
from Gangaji Rao, the governor of
Navsari, and Pilaji Rao Gackwad (1730-
1732), the ruler of Gujarat. The charter
upheld the legitimate and sole right of
the Bhagarias to perform marriage and
other ceremonies of their clientele
within their own jurisdiction. This gave
aserious jolt to the priests aligned to the
United Four who, after much delibera-
tion, resolved to merge with their origi-
nal fold in 1732, The Bhagarias wel-
comed the merger bid by the priests of
the United Four, and with their charac-
teristic magnanimity, admitted them
into the Bhagarsath Anjoman through a
mutual agreement made in the Vadi
Dar-i Mihr on April 16, 1732, The
Behdins of Navsari did not like the
reunion of priests, and they instigated
the priests of the United Four to break
up the covenant, which they gladly did
in 1734. In order to safeguard their
privileges with honor, the Bhagarias
made a petition to Gangaji Rao for
preventing the priests of the United
Four from encroaching upon their tradi-
tional rights. The leading Behdins took
up the gauntlet and acted as defendants
on behalfl of the secessionists. In order
toarrive atan amicable solution Gangaji
Rao persuaded the leaders of both par-

150 Farsiana March 2002

ties to appoint an arbitration court, com-
prising 10 respectable Hindu citizens,
to probe thoroughly into the mater.
They all agreed to abide by the decision
given by the court. The committee of 10
gave its verdict largely in favor of the
Bhagarias, although the secessionists
were recognized as an independent
group and the dar-i mihr set up by the
Behdins for the use of priests of the
United Four was accorded validity. (The

In order to arrive
at an amicable
solution Gangaiji
Rao persuaded the
leaders of both
parties to appoint
an arbitration court,
comprising 10
respectable Hindu
citizens, to probe
thoroughly into
the matter

sccond half of the 20th century has
witnessed an unprecedented shortage
of priests. In order to tide over this
appalling situation, the Bhagarsath
Anjoman unanimously resolved in a
historic meeting held in the Vadi Dar-i
Milr on January 3, 1982, 1o admit o its
fold all priestly groups who had se-
ceded from it in the past.)

For a couple of centuries, all wenton
well in Navsari between the Sanjanas
and Bhagarias. Then, because of an in-
crease in their numbers and disruptive
support and encouragement by the
Behdins of Navsari, the less disciplined
among the Sanjana priests began 1o
break the covenant made by their elders
by performing the ceremonies of their
own households and of those of the laity
who supported their cause and were
inimical to the Bhagarias. The Bhagaria
priests protesied, and asked to have an
equal share in the proceeds of the Atash
Bahram if the Sanjanas wished to per-
sist in performing ceremonies within
the priestly jurisdiction of the Bhagarias.
The Sanjana priests filed a suit against
the Bhagarias in the court of the
Gaekwad of Baroda, the then ruling
authority who was camping at Songarh

near Surat at the time. Afller a few
hearings of both sides, the Gackwad
gave his verdict in favor of the Bhaga-
rias. The Sanjana priests, who owned
some 25 to 30 houses in Navsari, left the
town with the sacred fire in 1740 and
took shelter in Bulsar. Not finding them-
selves al case there, they ultimately
established a permanent home for their
sacred fire within their own panthak at
Udvada in 1742,

To sum up, the Khorasani group who
came (o Sanjan in 936 CE included
pricsts who established the first Atash
Bahram in India with afar brought from
Khorasan. After centuries, their descen-
dants dispersed to dilferent paris of
Gujarat and founded five well-defined
ceclesiastical regions. All the Zoroas-
trian priests of India, except those from
Khambat (Cambay) whose genealogy
has not been preserved, trace their de-
scent from a common ancestor, Shapur
Shahriyar (see the genealogical tree
provided). The priests from Broach,
Godavra (including those from Surat)
and Navsari (only those priests who
belong to the pols of Kaka Pahlan and
Kaka Dhanpal) are descended from
Hormazdyar Ramyar, the grandson of
Shapur Shahriyar, whereas the priests
of Navsari who belong to the other three
pols and also those surnamed Sanjana
and the priests of Bulsar and Udvada
are all descended from Neryosang
Dhaval, another grandson of Shapur
Shahrivar. The spiritual link (silsila)
with the Khorasani fire through the
consecrated firc-ash, alar and priests
has been maintained unbroken in India.
Although the monarchy of Iranian kings
has ended, the spiritual kingship of Iran
still lives on through Zoroastrian cer-
emonies. It is hoped that it will be pre-
served till the time of the resurrection.

Edited and reprinted with the author's permig-
sion from Irano-Judaica Il, edited by Shaul
Shaked and Amnon Netzer for the Bon-£vi
Institute, Jerusalem, 1990,

Former high priest of the H, B. Wadia Atas
Bahram in Bombay, Dastur (Or) Firoze M.
» Kotwal is the author of several
books and articles on Zoroasiri-
anism. He was formerly princi-
palof the M. F. Cama Athornan
Institule, a visiting lecturer al
the School of Oriental and Afri-
can Studies, Harvard Univer-
sity and a visiting feliow at Clare Hall, Cam-
bridge University.
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BUSINESS

Royal recognition

Kersi Gherda's services to charity
and Jehangir Minina's contribution to Indo-British
trade merit an Order of the British Empire

Hilla P. Guzder

‘Power’ ful man Kersi Gherdaand *Steel
man® Jehangir Minina have been
awarded an OBE (honorary officer of
the civil division of the most excellent
Order of the British Empire) by Queen
Elizabeth I1. Currently chairman of Tata
Services Limited, Gherda received the
OBE in recognition of his “valuable
services tomany British affiliated chari-
table institutions including the Cheshire
Homes in Bombay and to Indo-British
trade.” Presently director of Corus In-
dia Limited, Minina's “valuable ser-
vices rendered to Indo-British trade and
the advancement of British commercial
interests” received royal appreciation.
The awards were conferred on them by
Howard Parkinson, British Deputy High
Commissioner in Bombay at a private
ceremony in December 2001, accord-
ing to a communiqué from the British
Deputy High Commission.

The badge of the OBE consists of a
gold cross on a red ribbon with an
accompanying citation. The Order was
created way back in 1917 by King
George V and was intended to acknowl-
edge the efforts of individuals across
the world who had assisted Britain dur-
ing the First World Warand, for the first
time, women and foreigners were in-
cluded in an order of chivalry, Nomina-
tions are scrutinized by specially ap-
pointed committees comprising experts
from different walks of life. The final
list is sent 1o 10, Downing Street for
ratification by the British Prime Minis-
ter, adds the communiqué,

Parsiana interviewed the two emi-
nent personalities:

The business of charity

With his snowy hair and mustache, salt
and pepper eyebrows and steady gaze,
‘electric’ man Kersi Gherda does not
seek 10 electrify the atmosphere around
him with illuminative strikes and bolts
— rather, he emanates an aura of calm-
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ness, powered by intellectuality. Like
the economics man he is, he believes in
economy of words — they come slow
and measured. “I never had an inkling
(of the award),” he says. On many occa-
sions things do filter through the grape-
vine, but in this case there was ne’er a
whiff. “1 was really quite surprised,
though pleasantly surprised and hon-
ored,” he acknowledges.

Gherda's office is situated, aptly
enough, amidst the offices of The Tata
Power Company Limited [into which
the Tata Electric Companies (TEC) have
merged)]. Gherda was for 27 years with
the TEC from which he retired in 1994
as vice chairman and managing direc-
tor (see “In a ‘power’ful position,”
Parsiana, August 1993).

Tata Services renders a variety of
support services — economic, labor,
etc — to the various Tata companies.
Asked to trace the genesis of his in-
volvement with charitable activities (for
which, mainly, he was awarded the
OBE), Gherda instructs us “to put the
pen down and listen,” as he narrates the
story. Group Captain Leonard Cheshire
{later Lord Cheshire) was a daredevil
pilot of the RAF (Royal Air Force) in
World War I1. Towards the end of the
War, Cheshire was sent as the RAF
representative on the Superfortress
which dropped the atomic bomb over
Nagasaki. “He was a veteran, winner of
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Victoria
Cross, Order of Merit and a host of other
decorations, but this event churned him
up,” recounts Gherda. In London one
day after the War had ended, Cheshire
was visiting a friend in hospital who
had been told that hospitals could do
nothing further for him. Cheshire took
the friend to his own home and tended
to him till the man died peacefully.

“The Cheshire Homes all over the
world are intended for incurables —
paraplegics, the disabled, people for

whom hospitals can’t really do much
but who need to be looked after,” he
explains. The Cheshire Home in Bom-
bay, with which Gherda has been asso-
ciated for over 25 years, was the third
Home after the one in London and the
first overseas. Cheshire himsell came
down to Bombay in the early *50s and
remained to supervise the construction
of the (original) wooden structure named
Bethlehem House, opened appropriately
enough on Christmas day, 1955."Itisa
cheerful Home, the Sisters of the Soci-
ety of Christ Jesus who run it are very
good,” he declares. The patients arc
encouraged to occupy their time with
art and craft, making fine figurines, soft
toys, caning, etc which bring in a small
income as well. “In the past Lady
Duggan used to have an annual panto-
mime at her residence Lawnside at
Harkness Road. One pantomime could
raise enough funds in those days to keep
the Home going for a year,” he smiles.
Many eminent Parsis like Queenie Cap-
tain, Dr Jamshed Vazifdar, Fali Kumana
and others were associated with the
running of the Homes. When Kumana
resigned as treasurer, Gherda was in-
vited to join the committee. “As chair-
man I do visit the Home occasionally.
But fund-raising is very important and
good contacts are always useful,” he
maintains. The Homes also receive gifts
in kind, peaple donate food on birth-
days, death anniversaries, ete, college
students chip in with voluntary work as
part of their social service activities.
There are 300 Homes and day care
centers all over the world and 24 Homes
in India, Gherda informs us.

Gherda’s association with the Red
Cross also spans a quarter century.
Chairman of The Indian Red Cross So-
ciety, Maharashtra State Branch, Gherda
touches upon the problems they have
encountered over the years — labor
laws, difficulty in obtaining funds, ete.

“The Red Cross runs the Bel-Air Sanato-

rium in Panchgani which treats patients
with tuberculosis as well as AIDS, he
states. With the Maharashtra Governor
taking a keen interest, the Sanatorium is
gelling more assistance, he adds.
Chairman also of the Breach Candy
Hospital Trust, Gherda briefly men-
tions that the Hospital, patronized
mainly by the affluent, treats patienis
free or at low cost in the Godrej Wing



built by the House of Godrej.

Bom in Calcutta in 1928, Kersi's
father Minocher was a general practi-
tioner there. One unfortunate day. when
Kersi was quite young, the doctor was
called upon to visit a patient on a ship in
the dry dock. The lights had
failed and missing his step
he fell and was fatally in-
jured, narrates Kersi. His
mother Shera died when he
was 14 and maternal grand-
father Gustadji Dustoor sent
for the lad 1o be brought to
Bombay.

Afterhis schooling atthe
Cathedral and John
Connon, Kersi did his
BCom from Sydenham
College, following it up
with an ACA (Associate
Member of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India), FCA
{Fellow of the Institute of Charered
Accountants in England and Wales)

and FCS (Fellow of the Institute of

Company Secretaries). Joining Volkan
Brothers. he worked there for 10 years
"till he joined TEC as controller of ac-
counts in 1967, Moving up the corpo-
rate ladder in TEC — the pioneer and
the single largest power generating util-

ity in the private sector — Kersi was
directorin all the three enterprises which
together formed the TEC — The Tata

Power Company Limited. The Andhra
Valley Power Supply Company Lim-
ited and the Tata Hydro-Electric Power

The Mininas: (from left, standing)
Jehangir, Hormuzdvar, (seated)
Darins and Anahita Pundole, Rhoda
The Gherdas: Kersi and Mot
{second and fowrdt from lefi) with
Zenobia and Xerxes Unvala and Mino
Gherda (far right)
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Supply Company Limited.

“Business life was much slower and
easier in the old days,” he muses, But
the TEC had o function in the stifling
business environment of the "70s and
"80s. 1 remember that the first Janata

With their awards (from left) Minina,
Dr Prakash Kothare (MBE) and
Ciherda

Government reduced our (lop execu-
tives') salaries from Rs 7.500 to Rs
5,000 and there was a time when in-
come-1ax was more than income!™ There
was not just lack of encouragement;
bureaucratic “breaking actions” pul
rremendous stress on industry. “There
was a block in vision. Fortunately there
has been a change in pronouncements
and policy. though I'm not sure imple-
mentation matches the pronounce-
ments,” he notes, “If the climate had
been right, half of the Indian talent that
is now in the USA would not have left.”
Gherda adds that a top bureaucrat had
once told him that it would be benefi-
cial if every secretary (of the various
ministries) was made to work for a
while in the commercial sector! "It is
very important to carry your workforce

with you — the colleagues on the board,
executives and workers. Motivation 1s
crucial. The most brilliant idea is worth-
less il vour co-workers fold their hands
and refuse to implement it! In today’s
liberalized atmosphere 1 feel 1 would
have liked to be in line man-
agement,” says the ‘electri-
Iying® man.

Bringing his expertise (o
bear on a number of other
associations, Gherda has
been past president of the
Bombay Management As-
sociation and past regional
director for India of the In-
stitute of Intemal Auditors.
He is an executive commit-
tee member of the Employ-
ers Federation of India and
was on the LAB (local advi-
sory board) and later LAB
chairman of the Bank of Nova Scotia.
Gherda also serves as director of Tata
Ceramics Limited, Kotak Mahindra Fi-
nance Limited and is chairman of a
number of other companies.

Gherda describes himselfasa “strong
believer in the Zoroastrian faith.” He is
the chairman of the Banaji Atash
Behram and a trustee at the Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy Parsi Benevolent Institution
and the J. B. Vatcha High School for
Girls. Himsell a navar-martab (1 was
very happy to do it”). Gherda learnt the
required scriptures at the Mehta agiary
in Calcutta and proceeded 1o Navsan
{from where his grandfather hailed) for
the actual initiation. Married 1o Motu in
1954, they have a son Mino working in
the Toronto Dominion Bank in Bombay
and a daughter Zenobia Farokh Unvala
and two grandchildren Xerxes and
Rohaan. “Oh ves,” he says, "l do see a
future for the community.” Looking at
numbers mathematically, things might




not look so rosy, but his heart tells him
“such a fine community can’t die out.”

Man of steel

“British Steel has been in India in some
form or other for the past 50 years,” says
marketing man Jehangir Minina, whose
association with British Steel has spanned
the entire 40 years of his working life.
Minina retired in December 2000 from
his position as regional general manager,
Corus Liaison Services India Limited.

“Known to a wide circle of col-
leagues and friends as ‘“Jangoo,’ his
career was colorful and varied... During
this long and distinguished period he
saw many changes and, as country head
of British Steel India, was himselfl
closely involved in the process of eco-
nomic and trade liberalization which
began in the early "90s,” states News,
the business magazine of Corus Inter-
national in its issue of December 2000.

The Corus Group, Minina informs
us, is currently the third largest in the
world in the steel industry. His quiet
demeanor reflecting the strength of steel,
Minina traces the story of the tum-
around of British Steel from a loss-
making “bottomless pit” (as then Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher character-
ized it!) employing 250,000 people
worldwide, into aleaner, more resource-
ful organization after privatization in
the late "70s. After the subsequent
merger with the Dutch firm Koninklijke
Hoogovens, “we felt a new brand iden-
tity,” and turned from just steel into a
metals company, with steel and alu-
minium products, he says.

As the local representative of British
Steel, Minina also took on the task of
guiding the children of British Steel
employees who ventured to see the
Indian subcontinent, monitoring them
sometimes through tricky situations like
riots or through politically sensitive
areas, with their inherent dangers. Till
last month, Minina was also the deputy
chairman of the British Business Group
{(BBG) executive committee. “The
chairman is always a Britisher,” he
explains, and the BBG is an Indo-Brit-
ish partnership which supports and as-
sists representatives of British busi-
nesses in India, as well as fosters trade,
cultural and charitable causes.

Born in Nagpur in 1935, Minina
came to Bombay as a lad of nine, fol-
lowing his father Hormuzdiar’s demise
at a young age. Lodging at Rustom
Baug, Minina's early scholastics were
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at Antonio de Souza High School, fol-
lowed by a BCom from Sydenham Col-
lege. In January 1960, he joined The
Indian Tube Company Limited, a
Stewart and Lloyds enterprise, travel-
ling extensively in western India to
market the imported Stewart and Lloyds
brand products as well as those of the

“Managers must not
be caught under a
banyan tree. You
must allow your
number two to grow”

local venture. The marketing man also
underwent various management pro-
grams of British Steel in the UK.

The arrival of restrictions in the form
of the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act
in the late "60s compelled UK based steel
companies to shut shop in India. This led
to the formation of the Indian Tube Com-
pany Agency Division to promote the by
then nationalized British Steel Corpora-
tion (BSC) and its products. “The license
raj with its controls and conditions be-
came all too familiar to us over the next
two decades,” notes Minina. As branch
manager in Madras, Minina’s sales syn-
ergies secured large orders for shipbuild-
ing quality plates, etc for the first frigate
1o be built by Cochin Shipyard, as well as
substantial orders from Bharat Heavy
Electricals, elc.

Customer contacts stood him in good
stead in the difficult business environ-
ment of the *70s, with the order book at
its lowest. In 1979, as regional man-
ager, weslern India, of British Steel
Liaison Services, he consolidated the
customer base. The early "90s and the
liberalized atmosphere gave business a
boost. Minina was appointed country
head for India for British Steel and the
company secured large orders from In-
dian Railways, Indian Oil Corporation,
Steel Authority of India, Tata Iron and
Steel Company, ete. Minina was also
instrumental in forming a wholly owned
Indiancompany called BS Johnson Lim-
ited to stock and trade and for down-
stream steel related activities.

In '97, Minina was appointed direc-
tor of JBS Steel Products, a joint ven-
ture between the Jindal Group and Brit-
ish Steel. He was also alternate director
on the board of Graham Firth India and
chairman of Teekay Metaflex Limited,

a successful UK based joint venture
which produced stainless steel engine
liners — a customer for Avesla
Sheffield, a company owned (despile
its name) by Europeans, not Parsis in
the meccaof stainless steel — Sheffield!

Maodest to the core, reticent about his
achievements, Minina attributes his suc-
cess o his wife Rhoda and family, and to
hiscolleagues at work, including Darayus
Shroff who took over the reins, and
Shernaz Paghdiwalla, manager, finance
and administration. Emphasizing the
merits of commitment and loyalty to
one's organization, Minina believes one
has to train personnel so well that work
flows smoothly even when the captain is
absent. “Unfortunately in India, manag-
ers don't want o delegate, as they don’t
have the confidence in themselves to
delegate. And so they don’t get the best
out of people,” he observes.

Finely focussed on allowing younger
people to grow, Minina asserts: “Man-
agers must not be caught under a ban-
yan tree (which grows from top to bot-
tom). You must allow your number two
to grow. There is no use hanging on till
one’s shoes are worn and torn!” In
keeping with his philosophy, Minina
functions now as director cum consult-
ant on need-be basis. The OBE came as
a complete surprise. "It is such a great
pleasure. 1 was thrilled, and I've stll
not recovered,” he smiles gently, add-
ing that he had not realized what a long
procedure it (the award) is, from recom-
mendation to recognition. The honor
for Minina finds a mention in the
Group's worldwide magazine Corus
World in its Spring 2002 issue.

Terming himself a “staunch Parsi,”
Minina believes the “younger genera-
tion are a tremendous wealth for our
community.” Daughter Anahita Darius
Pundole is assistant professor of gyne-
cology at the LTMMC (Lokmanya Tilak
Municipal Medical College), Sion, son
Hormuzdyar is an electrical engineer
working in Atlanta, wife Rhoda is also
adoctor, now retired who was professor

-and head of physiology at the LTMMC.

“We do a lot of charity work,” says
Minina softly, believing in the dictum
that the left hand should not know what
the right is giving.

Brushing aside doomsday prophets
regarding the future of the Zoroastri-
ans, Minina asserts emphatically: *Ours
is a great community — without ques-
tion we will survive and the youth will
do much better than we have.”



HISTORY

Conserving Bahrot,
excavating Sanjan

A concerted archeological effort could reveal
more Parsi history in India

Arnavaz 5. Mama

With the ceremonial aachoo-michhoo
on January 21, 2002, the Sanjan Memo-
rial Column Local Committee presi-
dent Rohintan Daviervala and his wife
Bapsy inaugurated the archeological
project to dig for Parsi history in and
around Sanjan. The project, sponsored
by the World Zarathushti Cultural Foun-
dation (WZCF) with the support of the
Indian Archacological Society (IAS)
and the Indian Council of Historical
Research (ICHR), seeks to conserve the
* Bahrot caves and excavate the mound
at Sanjan, suspected to be an early
dakhma. Over a month of digging has
yielded some coins, pottery and other
artifacts which need to be studied by
experts, notes WZCF president Dr Homi
Dhalla in a press release.
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Prominent Indian archeologists Dr
5. P. Gupta and Dr K. M. Dikshit, chair-
man and general secretary respectively
of the 1AS, had specially come from
Delhi for the occasion. Also present
was Prof V. N. Misra, a specialist in
prehistory who was the former director
of the Deccan College, Poona, Dr
Kurush Behizade from Kerman Uni-
versity and Prof Rustom Fuzaylov from
the University of Khujand in Tajikistan.
In his inaugural address Dhalla stated
that the project aimed to help ascertain
the date of Zoroastrian settlement in
Sanjan which has so far remained a
subject of controversy. He hoped that
the results will shed new light on early
Zoroastrian history on Indian soil.
Dhalla names Roxanne Nanji. Rohini

Pande, Kurush Dalal and Abhijeet
Dandekar as the four young archeolo-
gists who will be conducting the exca-
vation. It may be noted that it was Dr
Roxana Irani who had researched the
subject from around 1986 to 1992 for
her doctoral thesis (see “Surface evi-
dence,” Parsiana, April 1994), but was
disappointed that she had not found a
berth on the new team.

The WZCF had earlier acquired a no
objection certificate for the project from
the Director of Archacology and Muse-
ums of Maharashtra State and the certi-
fied approval of the director general of
the Archacological Survey of India
(AS1), copies of which have been sent
by Dhalla to Parsiana.

The possibilities were initially ex-
plored at a meet at the Asiatic Society’s
Durbar Hall on November 10, 2001,
when influential sections of the com-
munity responded to the joint invitation
from Dhalla and Asiatic Society vice
president Dr Mani Kamerkar to meel

The Daviervalas inangurating the
praject with Dhalla (2nd from right);
remains of the Sanjan dakhma {below
right); the main cave ar Bahror:
“welking " mango tree ai Sanjan
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leading archeologists and conservators of India including
Gupta, Misra and ASI director R. C. Agrawal.

Reminding the audience that the Bahrot caves, 17 km
away from Sanjan, had been home 1o the Iranshah for 12
years circa 1400 AC when Mohammed Tughlaq’s general
Alaf Khan overran Sanjan, Dhalla had voiced his concern
that cracks and falling boulders could eradicate an important
page in the already scanty Zoroastrian history, The Bahrot
caves include the 40 x 25 ft main cave, three smaller ancillary
ones and an underground water tank. Occasionally white-
washed by Zoroastrian youths and pilgrims who organize
jashans there, Dhalla projected a series of amateur slides to
demonstrate their precarious condition,

“There is a small niche but we don’t know (for sure) where
Iranshah was kept,” added Kamerkar noting that the low
ceiling was developing large cracks. There is also a deep hole
in one cave and stories speak of a wnnel to Sanjan, she
recalled, urging the specialists to throw more light through
excavation there as well as at the mound dating to the 11th
or 12th century in Sanjan which she said is on a plot
belonging 1o Bombay's Jashan Committee. “To this day the
date of our arrival in India is a source of controversy,” she
said, hoping these excavations could help ascertain the same
with some authority as the oldest extant dakhma, the one in
Bharuch was believed to have been established sometime in
the late 12th/early 13th century.

Gupta, who had worked on archeological sites in Mongolia,
China and Iran in 1963, said he had felteven then that a “large
part of (that) culture and civilization tallied with that of...
India’s Parsi population,” that the Parsis were “cut off from
this great heritage.” He suggested that the project excavate
the site, “unfold layer after layer of Parsi history... rewrite
history with concrete evidence.” He hoped to present the
entire project to a forthcoming international conference with
the aim of the area being adopted by UNESCO as a world
heritage site.

Assessing the job on a 10-year time frame costing several
crore rupees, Gupta told the gathering, “We'll do our part of
the job but you must start dreaming of what it must become
— a place where people from all over the world can come to
see and enjoy the origin of the Parsi community in India!” He
urged the community to start fund-raising while the ASI
specialists complete a survey of the fauna and flora, the
climatic and geological conditions. After sifting through
centuries of debris *“(we will) grout every crack lo slop
seepage,” he assured the audience, adding that Zoroastrian
industrialists like the Tatas would surely subscribe to the
funds considering that they had contributed Rs 1.5 crores to
the conservation of the Taj Mahal at Agra.

Agreeing with Gupta, Agrawal further noted the need for
thorough documentation because “not a single piece of
evidence should be lost.” The process of photography and
detailed description for record is not difficult but time
consuming and requires concerted effort, he added. Once the
significance and historicity is established there need be no
difficulty in the entire area being granted heritage status, he
maintained, adding that “the motivation, financial, moral
and physical support must come from the community.”

The following morning (November 11, 2001) Agra-
wal, Misra, Dhalla and a few others reached the caves
from Bordi after a three-hour walk. After the experts
had viewed the caves and the site firsthand, a holistic ap-

cominued on page 213
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OBSERVATION

An Exciting Escapade

Forced to flee China in the throes of World War I,
harrowing experiences were faced by those returning to India

This is a true life drama, During World
War Il we were in China and what hap-
pened between September and October
1941 when 1 was a child, I recall from
memory and the sketchy information
fed by my father Dossabhai.

A passenger ship belonging to the
P&O (The Peninsular 59
and Oriental Steam -
Mavigation Com-
pany) was partially
converted into a mo-
bile hospital and an-
chored in the bay of
Shameen near Hong-
kong (where my
brother Phiroz and |
were born), in the
province of Canton in
South China. Sha-
meen had been ceded
tothe British Govern-
ment by China by a
special treaty years
ago. Here small
groups of Hindus,
Muslims, Christians,
Parsis, British and
Asian nationals lived
together in peace for
years. Perhaps this
was the ship’s last
voyage, for it picked
up more passengers
flecing from Canton,
Shanghai, Kowloon and its adjoining
areas.

It was a godsend for my parents, for
the situation had gone from bad to worse
with frequent air raids, sporadic fires in
buildings due to Japanese bombing, con-
stant running for the shelters with very
small children, poor conditions of the
roads, curfews, blackouts and shortages
of food. Life had become so unbearable
that many people had already left, in
whatever transport available. Besides,
the political scenario was unstable, with
agreat tussle going on between the revo-
lutionary leader Mao, who wanted 1o
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Dinshaw Naterwalla (as infani)
with his parents in Canton

Dinshaw D. Materwalla

introduce Communism in China (though
still in its infancy) and Chiang Kai-shek
who advocated nationalism. Before such
a fluid siwation could turn into civil war,
Japan wanted to overthrow both powers
and pursue its expansionist policy.

My fwther was very worried. Just
seven years back he
had come to the little
town of Shameen lo
work as an accoun-
tant with a reputed
cloth merchant, M/s
Vasania and Com-
pany. Alter lwo years
he had sent for my
mother Perinbanoo
and they were happy
in the flat allotied 10
them by theemployer,
when Japan declared
war on China. Within
a short time, Japan
had captured northern
parts of the country
and was now attack-
ing from the south. Its
superior naval fleet
was achieving suc-
cess in the North
China Sea, had over-
run Formosa and
some of the tiny is-
lands, and the fall of
China was certain
within a month.

Two days before the departure of the
ship, Father received an urgent message
from one of his friends that Japanese
soldiers had landed in the vicinity of
Shameen as they suspected that British
spies were operating in this area and a
few Parsi families were alsoon their list,
Japan's diplomatic relations with the
French and British had further deterio-
rated so the soldiers were sent o inves-
ligate.

It was a shocking, bascless suspi-
cion. My father was not involved in
anything, though he had a large circle of

friends with whom he used to discuss
war and politics and organize functions
like weddings, navjote ceremonies, ele.
After receiving this alarming news, he
immediately ran to his best friend Jal,
staying with his wifeand two little daugh-
ters just a few blocks away. Jal was
always ready to help, and admired the
British immensely, though basically he
had no hatred for the Japanese. Among
the other Parsis Father knew in Shameen
were the Pavris, Dhabers, Basanias,
Shroffs, and a Mr Bhamgara who was a
good astrologer, in touch with Chinese
politicians and had alarge circle of busi-
ness friends. Apart from this, Bhamgara
was very fluent in Chinese, and had a
Chinese wife and four children,

This is the story Bhamgara disclosed
to Father of what happened after we left
Shameen. A group of Japanese soldiers
descended on his premises with a long
list of British spies, in which were in-
cluded the names of Jal, his own name,
and Father’s name. Jal was immediately
arrested and taken away as a British spy
and though there was no prool he was
detained for months in a Chinese prison
and ultimately executed in the cruelest
way, because he refused to ‘confess’ he
was a British spy. Bhamgara eluded the
Japanese soldiers for three years, was
arrested once, but ran away from prison
with the help of an Indian soldier. His
family was harassed considerably tll
the Communists took over and they were
allowed to go free. When he returned to
Bombay afler many years, my parents
invited him with his family for dinner
which was when we pieced together the
full details of Jal’s story and of our
escape,

When Jal first heard of the impend-
ing investigation by Japanese soldiers,
there was a confident smile on his face.
Mo bunch of dwarfish Japanese was
going to nab them. Impossible, when
they had the world’s most efficient Brit-
ish and French army to protect them.
Fortunately, that had not convinced Fa-
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ther, who pleaded with him
that he was going back to
Bombay with his family in a
ship anchored here, and this
was the last chance for both
to get away as no other ship
would come after this. But
the arrogant fellow refused to
budge, in spite of his wile's
desperate pleas and the tears
of his children.

Greatly disappointed that
Jal wasn't leaving with us,
Father said his farewells to
his other friends while we
packed and unpacked so
many things, not knowing
what 1o take and what not 1o,
as we were leaving the whole house
behind. Ina hurry we selected a few rare
things like exquisite vases, tea sets, Chi-
nese garas, elc and left much behind as
we had a very small cabin on the ship.
Before leaving we said a few words of
prayer and there were tears in our eycs.

Our three Chinese servants, Achee,
Ayeen and Ango, all very hard-working
and loyal and poor, who had taught us
children our first Chinese words (1 still
remember their rain song even at this
age), were left behind with a sad heart,
But on the day of our departure, as we
were locking the door, we again saw
Ayeen (so attached to the family that
Father had once joked that we would
take her to India), waiting on the last
step. Having decided to go with us all
the way to India, she had brought her
bag with her and when Mother came
upon it behind the staircase, told us that
she was going to her friend’s place in
search of a new job. Saying this she
picked up her bag and some of our bags
also and started walking along with us
towards the pier.

We could get no transport on the
main road and walked quite a distance
with poor Ayeen carrying the bulk of the
load, 1t was still dark, as we had 1o be at
the pier by 6.30 a.m. and suddenly my
brother and 1 felt very sleepy. What
happened after that we are not aware,
but learnt later from Father that we had
to pass three different posts manned by
British and French soldiers where he
must have shown our passports and docu-
ments. How we passed through curfew
bound arcas without detection was a
miracle, with the Japanese (their fea-
tures so similar to the Chinese) on the

as a child

The Bhamgara family in Canton
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Phiroz Naterwalla

lookout for anyone escaping
from this region.

When [ opened my eves |
found to my great astonish-
ment thal we were entering
the dock which had a huge
ship afloat, a ladder hanging
fromits side and people rush-
ing towards it. Hindus, Mus-
lims, Christians, all were Mee-
ing Shameen. At the barri-
cade for the strict final check
we had to wait in a long line
and Ayeen, whowasstill with
us, began crying when the
ticket checker and guard de-
tained her for not having a
ticket. We could hear her
voice in Chinese, “Massa Massa, please
take with you,” as we boarded the ship
up the ladder. The last we saw her was
from the cabin window. She was waving
her hand and erying, holding her bag in
her hand. My parents were also visibly
moved as they tried to busy themselves
arranging our luggage in the cabin. When
we looked out once again our best ser-
vant had quietly disappeared. With the
final hooter the ship lifted anchor for the
gruelling voyage of 4,000 miles to In-
dia,

Our first day on the ship wrned out to
be peaceful, though fear was still lurk-
ing in the minds of my parents and the
other passengers of Japanese spies
aboard, and of aerial bombing from Japa-
nese planes. Our close survey of the ship
revealed it to be quite big with upper and
lower decks, and people were even sit-
ting on the cargo it carried in a separate
boat attached to it

Three days later when we saw planes
circling above our ship, there was great
panic among the passengers. But they
flew away without causing any damage
and later we learnt from the captain that
as this ship was partly converted into a
mobile hospital during the war and luck-
ily still retained the two red cross signs
onits two sides, it had been spared by the
bombers. But now we were about to face
new hazards — the magnetic mines Noat-
inginthe seadropped by Japanese fighter
planes during their raids. It was a real
test of skill for the captain to evade them
and though sailing along the coast was
less dangerous than attempting the deep
sea, the threat was always there. Be-
sides, many ships were now painted
with anti magnetic solutions on the front
and at the back, so that the impact could
be avoided. Perhaps our ship was painted
the same way, we thought, because it
managed 1o dodge a few mines during
our trip. Other lurking hazards were the
Japanese gunboats waiting insecret hide-
outs close to the coast to pounce on in-
coming and out-going ships, As we were
sailing on we saw a number of these
gunboats from a distance, but none of
them opened fire on us because of the
blessed red markings on either side of
the ship. So the sign of Jesus' cross
really saved us!

One week on board had already
passed quickly, with my parents still
paranoid about Japanese spies. On the
seventh day when my brother opened
the door of our cabin we saw a monkey
sitting on the railing outside, smoking a
cigar. We rarely saw animals in Sha-
meen and this one had a long chain tied
around his neck and some people were
waltching his tricks. For a few days we
were entertained by this creature owned
by one of the kitchen assistants. He was
an Indian but unfortunately we ¢ould
hardly see his face as it was always
screened by the newspaper he was read-
ing. One day as usual we opened the
door in the morning but the monkey was
not there. Later Father was told that the
poor animal fell ill and died, which
made us very sad. They made a beautiful
coffin for him and threw him into the
wialér.

Another entertainment on board was
the disco cabin. When the door was
opened, no light could be seen within (it
was designed for war days), but if you
closed the door the light came on. An-
other interesting thing to watch was the
washing of the decks every day by the
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crew, though sometimes we had to close
the door of our cabin for a long time o
prevent water from seeping in and
watched from the round windows.

Our last hazards were encountered in
the Gulf of Tonkin, very near Penang,
where pirates used to attack ships but
fortunately in wartime no pirates were in
sight though we saw some of their empty
ships with flags of skull and bones flut-
tering high on the masts.

On the 10th day we had reached far
south in the China Sea and were poised
to enter the Strait of Malacca, close to
Singapore. From there our ship took a
sharp turn towards the Bay of Bengal
and now we were entering Indian wa-
ters and passing Andaman and Nicobar
islands where no Japanese soldiers or
spies could touch us. Between Penang
and the Bay of Tonkin it rained and
the sea was very rough and my brother
and 1 fell sick and vomited a lot as did
many other passengers. By the grace
of God we had crossed almost three-
quarters of the distance from Canton.
but war was still raging in the far
China Sea between the British and the
Japanese for the final victory. But that
was on the other side and now we were
far off from the war zone. Alter cross-
ing the Andaman we reached Calcutia
harbor, which was Father's first desti-
nation,

He was very anxious to meet his
uncle and aunt after a long time but
there were rumors and great panic in
the city that Japanese forces were

poised to attack from Burma and
Assam, and joining hands with the
Azad Hind Forces created by Subhas
Chandra Bose to achieve indepen-
dence for India. Many people were
flecing the eastern states to stay in
the western regions of India which
were more safe. Japan's strategy was
to direct their superior naval fleet
into the Bay of Bengal and with the
help of a German submarine stationed
deep into the Arabian Sea attack the
southern peninsula, But for some rea-
son this plan was abandoned and their
naval fleet turned round in an abor-
tive attempl 1o conquer Australia in-
stead, and the rest is history.

After staying in Calcutta for a
couple of weeks in great anxiety and
tension, we got to Bombay with much
difficulty by an overcrowded train.
Safe and sound at last in the arms of
our beloved grandparents who had
been waiting anxiously for days to
receive us, we thanked God for rescu-
ing us. We reached Bombay around
October and barely two months later
came the news of Pearl Harbor being
attacked by the Japanese. This mi-
raculous escape, and poor Ayeen's
forlorn face will remain in our hearls
for a long time to come.

Ahter fleeing Chinain 1941 the author Dinshaw
Naterwalla took up residence in Bombay. On
completion of his education he joinedthe legal
firm of Mulla and Mulla where he has been
serving as accounts assistant.

LOOKING AT DISEASES WITH...
continued from page 108

Wadia describes multiple sclerosis:
The cells of the nervous system are
connected by wires called axon which,
like normal electric wires covered by the
rubber insulation, are sheathed in a sub-
stance called myelene. This myelene
disintegrates in multiple sclerosis so that
the muscles stop receiving the messages
and hence cease to function causing
paralysis. In the optic nerve it causes

blindness. This happens in more than’

one area, the episodes increasing with
time, though at the initial stages recov-
ery is possible.

In myasthenia gravis the patient has
difficulty in swallowing, suffers from
double vision and paralysis of the limbs,
describes Wadia. It could lead to arrest
of respiration unless he is put swiftly on
a respirator. Though the disease can be
fatal, it is treatable and Wadia fondly

recalls a poor man treated free of charge
at Jaslok Hospital who was able to walk
away after weeks of treatment. After
two or three years he returned 1o ac-
quaint Wadia and the Hospital with the
knowledge that he was a gardener in
Ichal Karanj where he had successfully
nurtured certain species of hybrid roses.
He now sought their permission o name
them: Dr Noshir Wadia, Piroja (Wadia's
wife) and Jaslok. The roses have since
been registered with the Maharashtra
Rose Sociely as also the International
Rose Society, smiles Wadia.

Unlike asthma and gastric ulcers
which can be directly connected with
psychological disturbances, such im-
pact is rare in neurological discase
unless the patient isextremely stressed
with the blood pressure escalating,
says Wadia. Epilepsy and multiple
sclerosis can hardly be triggered by
psychological factors, he adds.
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Impressive images...........

After promoting MTV, creative director Cyrus Oshidar is now
focussing on popularizing the new children’s channel Nickelodeon

On a rare occasion he may look you in
the eye. Most of the time the vice presi-
dent and creative director of MTV looks
over your head as you address your
querics (o him. “My job here is 1o make
people laugh and to build loyalty to
MTV." declares Cyrus Oshidar, his
sights still set on... Unable to contain
your curiosity, you turn around and find
your competitor — a television unit
relaying MTV programs.

He may not be one of the greatest
fans of the kind of music offered on
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MTY, his personal favorites being jazz,
blues, African, old Indian cinemasongs,
“but this is the kind of music that people
seem to want and this is what they get,”
he shrugs his shoulders pointing to one
of the current Bollywood songs being
repeatedly plaved on the channel for
their target group in the 18-35 age
bracket. “MTV is one of the most
successful music channels and the num-
ber one youth music channel having
won 60 odd international awards.” he
announces. Among the 50 plus MTV

channels across the globe, MTV India
is the fourth most successful channel,
he adds.

Having nurtured MTV India since
the onus of creating and crafting local
programs was shouldered by the chan-
nel five years ago Oshidar prides him-
self on contributing to its attention-
drawing icons like Gaseous Clay, the
flatulent boxer, Poga, the human Rubic

Oshidar with some of the icons he has
created for MTV
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cube and the venomous MTV hating
old lift man that give the brand its
distinctive image. Oshidar does in the
process offend the sensibilities of
middle-aged women, he relates
nonchalantly. “Why do people waich
MTV? Because they think it’s ‘cool.’
And my job here is to make it stay
‘cool,” the 38-year-old entertainer ex-
plains simplistically. 1 get to do every-
thing I dreamt of as a kid and get paid
for it" Several such punch lines deliv-
ered in the course of our interview on
February 1, 2002 force one to pause and
ascertain whether they are meant for
publication or to provide special ef-
fects. That he is unmindful of his own
image he keeps reiterating, but he is
rather protective of the MTV's star
status.

Walking into the MTV office at the
Filmeenter in Bombay's Tardeo area,
one encounters an easygoing, upbeat,
boisterous staff. And this was supposed
to be their busy period! In the first three
months of a year they are preoccupied
with planning their schedule and pre-
sentation for the months to follow after
which the going is smooth, mentions
Oshidar. The informal atmosphere ap-
parently brings out the best in the staff
working under managing director Alex
Kuruvilla.

In the coming months their team
faces the additional challenge of work-
ing on different programs for the newly
introduced channel Nickelodeon whose
target group is children aged nine-12
years characterized by their short atten-
tion spans and fads. The goal set for
them by their parent company Yiacom,
reportedly the second largest mediacon-
glomerate globally, is to make “Nick
(as the new channel is dubbed) as popu-
lar as MTV.” Oshidar is happy that
there is not an iota of violence on this
channel and through game shows, live
shows and other gizmos topics like
environment will become meaningful
to the preteens.

“Hindi movies is what drives every-
thing in this country,” sadly observes
Oshidar referring to the routine formula
movies “stuck in vicious circles of stu-
pidity.” He does though see “a flicker of
hope with movies such as Dil Chahta
Hai and Lagaan.” He reserves his com-
ments on Kaho Na Pyar Hai for the
simple reason that his daughters Shayaan
(seven) and Sahirah (four) enjoyed it
and delight in constantly comparing
their father's real life physique and

166 Parsiana March 2002

antics to the screen image of the hero of
the film Hrithik Roshan! Yet he ac-
knowledges that “despite all its lunacy,”
he gets his “inspiration from this coun-
try and its people for writing my silly
promotions.” Having lived in England
for 15 years with his parents Dinyar and

“| get to do everything
| dreamt of as a kid
and get paid for it!”

Dolly as also his brother Shiraz, he
found it “dry and devoid of emotion. In
contrast, here we've got every variety.
You can’t for 2 minute be bored.” While
Shiraz opted to stay on in London,
working for the Royal Society of Char-
tered Surveyors, Cyrus did not sce a
future there.

Delhi born Cyrus’ early schooling
was at different places as his father, an
international banker with Grindlays
Bank was constantly on the move. For
his secondary education, Cyrus was sent
to Ooty’s Lawrence School, Lovedale
after which he went to Dulwich College
in London to study international trade
and development, of which “I am glad
to say | understood little then and I
continue to know nothing even today,”
Cyrus is unabashed. After a stint at the
London School of Economics he worked
for a while at BCCI but quit the job to
pursue an advertising career in Bombay
and be closer to his childhood sweet-
heart Simeen Poonegar. For nine years
he was in the advertising field, training
with Saatchi and Saatchi and later work-
ing with O & M, before he moved on to
MTY. While his father has never been
able to appreciate or value the nature of
his son’s job at MTV, Cyrus says artist
wife Simeen “is happy for me. She
thinks it’s a great release for me; for all
the garbage from my head to come
out!” Signs of restlessness have started
surfacing though and Cyrus says he
“wants a break to come back with a
fresh perspective.”

Among the assignments he is pres-
ently preoccupied with is the program-
ming he is doing for Doordarshan and
All India Radio at the behest of the BBC
(British Broadcasting Corporation)
World Service Trust to create aware-
ness on AIDS. Barely three-four per-
centofthe disease istransmitted through
blood and infected syringes, as com-
pared to 89 percent which is transmitted

through sexual intercourse, and yet the
government has “ridiculous rules” about
not showing a naked condom on TV,
points out Oshidar. Considering this
work to be his “national duty” Oshidar
obviously feels strongly about it and
refers to “the steadfast narrow-minded-
ness which is destroying populations
like in Africaleaving behind only grand-
parents and children.” When the “sup-
port generation, the one which is work-
ing and economically viable collapses,”
he fears what will become of the nation.

A similar rigidity among the Zoroas-
trians, he believes will “drag the com-
munity down. Instead of developing
and promoting each other, we find prob-
lems. As a small community we need to
join forces.” He is disillusioned with
the Bombay Parsi Punchayet knowing
that his paying guest, from whom he
hopes to recover his premises, has a
housing application pending with the
Punchayet for the last nearly five de-
cades. “We need to be with itin a global
India; not be buried in mountains of
bureaucracy,” he adds.

Having read his views on the com-
munity in Sooni Taraporevala’s Parsis
— The Zoroastrians of India — A Pho-
tographic Journey wherein he is fea-
tured in the “Generation Next” section,
we tried telling him that we won't waste
his time with similar questions. A dis-
appointed Oshidar tried to fake offence
at such an approach so we allowed him
his say: “The community needs one big
enema. [Uis one thing 1o propagate your
religious customs and way of life but it
can never be done so as to (belittle)
others. I'm very happy to be a Parsi. |
think we are incredible as a community
but this does not mean that we are better
than any other community. How can
you be? I would never propagate that to
my daughters. They would be free to
marry whomsoever they choose.” The
reluctance to accept children of inter-
community marriages makes him ques-
tion: “Do you want the race or the
religion? Make up your mind!”

_ The obsession with dakhmenashini,
vultures and the proposed aviary which
he is convinced can never be viable has
now prompted him to see the humor in
the situation. He is wondering whether
he should try his hand at one of his
ingenious promotions on this subject.
Along the lines of “Mr Vulture, meet
Ms Vulwure... Now may we have some
baby vultures?" Specializing in voice-

continued on page 173
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Sooni Taraporevala

Adi Unwalla’s first exhibition of glass sculpture
reflects his fascination with nature

di Unwalla’s life has

taken some wonderful

twists and wms, much

like the hard glass he sculpts so seem-

ingly effortlessly. Until the age of 60

(he is 72 now) he pursued his artistic

interests only as a dedicated hobby: he

was a businessman, owned factories,

wis a commodore of the Royal Bombay

Yacht Club (RBYC) and a dedicated
sailor,

“In 1987, my karma took me to the

US for a serious medical reason,” he

recounts. It was there that | stumbled
upon the name of the Pilchuck Glass
School. L enrolled for a summer session,
That was the rning point — a restruc-
wring of my entire life. 1 retired from
my mundane businesses, disposed of
my industrial ventures and took the
plunge — opened a studio, endeavoring
to become a glass artist.”

Thirteen years after he so bravely
reinvented himsell, his glass pieces are
in various distinguished homes: the
Birlas. the Jindals. the Godrejs. the



Mistrys, the Chaglas, the
Singhanias; and he had glow-
ing testimonials from world
famous glass artists like Elio
Quariso, Murano’s Maesiro
Vetraro — the Italian title for
the Grand Master of Glass.

“I've been going 1o the
Pilchuck Glass School near
Seattle every summer and ['ve
attended 13 summer sessions,”
Unwalla says. “It's a beautiful
place, lovely campus. It was
there that I met Murano’s Grand
Master. He was teaching in
another class. He saw my work and
liked it very much, We got friendly and
I asked him if he could write a few
words about my work for my first exhi-
bition, I didn’t have anything to offer in
my bio data (before) the exhibition —
everything was nil. Never had any exhi-
bitions, no awards, never studied art, no
formal education in art. He wrote a very
nice piece and it was too flattering so |
had to tone it down a little,” he laughs.

This is what Quariso wrote: “Adi's
way of communicating with nature and
movement in glass impresses me greatly.
He leaves behind in his wake beauliful
works of art. His compositions are 5o
alive with energy and at the same time
so real that they convey a sense of calm.
One feels almost religious when you
touch his works.
Even as Murano’s
Maestro Vetraro,
this indeed gives
quile a new expe-
rience.”

“You see,” says
Unwalla, “I used
to do a lot of an
work but only as a
hobby. 1 had busi-
nesses, 4 paper converling factory, a
foundry running in the name of Tubeco
Industries and Unval Industries Private
Limited. In the foundry | did bronze
sculpting, because 1 was into bronze
works then. [ thought I'd do glass works
because there was a furnace, | tried it
out and everything shattered. But I think
[ was too ambitious. It was a six-foot
big picce — naturally without proper
methods and know-how everything

Previous page (clockwise from top
feft): Bamboo Lamp, Black-tipped
herons, Ganesh on Lotus Pond,
Swordfish Splash, Coral Reef, Birdy
Berry and bee and Surf Vase
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Unwalla ar work Photo: Soon Taraporevala

broke,” he smiles.

Would it be very complicated for
him to explain the procedure from the
beginning to the end of a particular
picee? "Very complicated. Because, you
won't believe this, but I myself wouldn't
even know, A piece evolves while I'm
making it. If I think this has to be fused
or slumped on top of this,” he points o
one of his pieces, “I'll do it. Whether it
will come out right or not is a different
question. The whole thing is an evolu-
tion process. And the processes are
different for different pieces.

“l used to do architectural glass as
well. Now I aveid it. The few people
who have my window panels simply
lovethem. My fa-
vorite friends
who have a lot of
my glass in their

Mountain Goats
on Rock
{alongside) and
Jacana on

Lotus Pond
{below)

houses have my iris windows
and bamboo windows, wall mu-
rals, ctc. And they tell me that
they love looking at them be-
cause in the morning they look
different, in the evening light
they look different, That Kind of
appreciation is the final satisfac-
tion for me.

“Studio glass is made in kilns,
or with torch working. You see
I do a lot of work in many
different ways. The techniques
are all different and nol many
glass artists do that. | was just
lucky to go every year and learn from
different masters, just for the fun of
learning a different technique. And then
I started incorporating all these differ-
ent techniques in creating one piece.

“First 1 started with simple glass
fusing. Putting one glass on top of the
other and putting it in the kiln and
fusing it at a very high temperature, but
going very slowly otherwise it cracks,
coming down very slow. Next 1 started
bending it in the kiln — curving, fusing,
making different parts and fusing it
together again. Then 1 went on to flame
working which is with a torch, with
which you sculpt frechand on the flame,
And two types of glass are used in the
flame — the first is borosilicate, the
same as Corningware, hard, doesn’t
break so easily but it's also difficult 1o
fuse. And soft glass which is leaded
glass which breaks very ecasily in the
flame but fuses very well.”

Unwalla showed his work for the
first time at the Cymroza Art Gallery
from December 3 to 8, 2001. Though
his exhibition was on for only four days,
and there was no publicity machine
advertising his 68 picces on view, it was
a great success from the word go.
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advertising his 68 picces on view, it was
a greal success from the word go.

“The show was called Ode ro Na-
fure. Some people accuse me of being
very realistic, not that I'm realistic in
everything. | do modern work, 1 do
stylized things. But I love to do nature
in a natural, realistic way — it gives me
great pleasure and satisfaction. I had so
many of those pieces which [ liked, and
had kept to myself and not sold. 1 de-
cided to have an exhibition so I could
make place to do many more things. [
have a lot on my plate and in my
thoughts. I want to do figurative sculp-
1ure as well, especially the Nataraja, the
Buddha, or a ballet dance series,

Al the Cymroza, in all their splendor
were nature's creations so lovingly and
expertly created that it was hard to
imagine that glass could be so flexible;
a heron, dolphins, coral reefs, a school
of fish, a whale, swans, a jacana on the
lotus pond (“it’s a bird that walks on
leaves which are floating and it has got
toes which are so long. That is how it
spreads its weight™), a tortoise called
Oliver, munching on his lunch, a cab-
bage leaf. Then there was the frog called
Prince Charming, birds — a wood-
pecker — “there are so many different
types of woodpeckers, this one was an
Indian woodpecker. [ like to gathera lot
ofinformation on the subject Iam sculpt-
ing and then somelimes even name
them and talk to them during the pro-
cess,” Unwalla laughs. “These crows
on a tree were all sitting in a line and
there was one fellow down there and he
was crowing up to them, so I called it
The summing up of the jury.” Unwalla
alsoexhibited gorgeous bowls and vases
and a humongous glass panel that rep-
licated a large wave rising majestically
out of the ocean.

A true artist, his reward is the work
itself, not the success or sales that
follow. He had not even priced his
work himself. He had left that to his
son and to the Gallery. All he wanted
from the show was for his pieces to be
appreciated, and to be sent away re-
zretfully.

His creations depicting Zarathushtra
and the asho farohar are very popular
among the community and he is flooded
with orders. The profit earned from
these sales of religious work though are
invariably given away to charities and
Lo causes dear to his hear. The spastics,
blind, cancer-afflicted find in him a
ready donor.

“I am deeply religious and non-reli-
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gious at the same time,” maintains
Unwalla who is happy to wear the
sudreh-kusti and say his prayers daily
although elaborate rituals and ceremo-
nies do not appeal to him. Bomn in
Bombay and educated at the city's St
Xavier's Schooland College from where
he graduated in science, Unwalla con-
tinues to maintain that his views on the
issues dividing the community are “non
controversial.”

When asked about his previous ava-
tar as a devoted yachisman, which is
how most of Bombay remembers him,
he laughs modestly: 1 was never a
champion in that respect. | only won a
lowly gold medal in the Asian regatia
which was held here. It was my sons
who were gold and silver medalists in
Asia. The youngest Jiji was World Jun-
ior Champion in Canada. And Fali and
Jiji were Asian silver medalists and
won the silver medal in the World Cham-
pionship in Canada as well.” Fali who is
in Bombay is also an artist, states the
father. An interior designer by profes-
sion he was responsible for his father’s
glass exhibition setting and the stage
sets for choreographer-dancer Shiamak
Davar’s highly rated Yes shows were
entirely his creation.

For 14 years Unwalla was secretary
of the RBYC. “I'm now a trustee of the
Yacht Club. And I sail very little now.
But I want to sail more." He refers to the
pet ambition that he has harbored since
1975 when he was having a new sailing
boat designed to make a voyage cruise
from Iran to the shores of India. “The
intention was to re-enact the voyage of
our ancestors across the Indian ocean,”
says Unwalla. This dream never mate-
rialized but as luck would have it, it is
once again revived by his very good
friend Capt Soli Contractor, a great
sailor, who at the moment is undertak-
ing intensive research on various as-
pects of the adventure viz. the type of
vessel to be built, the provisions carried
on that voyage, ete. “We hope and pray
that this dream will materialize and that
we will one day be able to relive the
great lost chapter of the Zoroastrians,”
states Unwalla.

He has two studios — a small one in
his Cuffe Parade home (where Zubin
Mehta’s family lived before him) and a
biggerstudioacross the harborin Mandwa
where he creates his larger pieces.

As unique as his glass sculptures,
Unwalla must be the only glass artist in
the world who gets into a boat and sails
to work!

IMPRESSIVE IMAGES

continued from page 166

overs, when Oshidar intonates this dia-
log it instantly evokes smiles.

Describing himself as one of those
rare Zoroastrians who never wears his
sudreh during the day and will never
retire to bed without it, Oshidar refers to
his desperate search to locate a copy of
Parsis and Sport by H. D. Darukhana-
wala, published in 1935: “Preferably
two copies; I'll keep two of anything if
[ love it. 1 get hours of amusement
waltching it, reading it. It is set in a time
which we no longer have.”

Happy as he is in the audio-visual
medium with the other Zoroastrian MTV
icons Cyrus Broacha, Cyrus Sahukar
and Shenaz Treasuryvala, would he
encourage others from the community
to join this field? “I would encourage
anyone, not necessarily from the com-
munity,” specifies Oshidar, “if he/she
is forward looking and open-minded to
join. The television medium offers tre-
mendous opportunities and responsi-
bilities to disseminate information
which is socially relevant and correct.”

Economic Pilgrimage
Tour to Iran

Conducted by Mr Aspandyar 5. Gotla

15 days of spiritual upliftment from
April 26, 2002 to May 10, 2002 atan
all inclusive price of US § 650/- +
Rs 32,000/ inclusive of aifare. Those
who wish 1o join in Tehran can do so
for US $ 750/~ only for 15 days of
enjoyment, all found. Discount
available for group booking.
Contact: Cawas at 3811055
(9 am. - 9 p.m.)

Mobile 9821523916
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SPORTS

Theyoungmén
andthesea

Driving past the fragrant flowers, the
sound of music and wedding/navjote
festivity at the Jeejecbhoy Dadabhoy
Agiary at Colaba, one soon arrives at
the secluded jetty of the Naval Sailing
Club (NSC) at the southern most tip of
Bombay island, on the eastern shore.
Landlubbers looking out over the quiet
waters of the harbor can espy small sails
dotting the seascape. The scattered flo-
tilla soon hoves into view and the little
sailors on board jump out into the water
and haul their Optimists (eight-foot sail-
ing dinghies) up the gentle slope of the
jetty on to the land.

Small hands using big sponges dry
out the water from the inside of their
Mistral, Tornado, Shamal, Twister, elc.
They detach the single sail and stow
away the sailing gear neatly in the Sail-
ing Box provided. The youngsters, aged
between eight and 15, are all partici-
pants of the Joint Optimist Sailing Pro-
gram initiated by the over 150-year-old
Royal Bombay Yacht Club (RBYC) in
December 1999. And coordinating the
Optimist Program and teaching the chil-
dren are Cyrus Heerjee and Sheri
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At the helm of the
Optimist Sailing Program,
Cyrus Heerjee and
Sheri Bamboat seek
to popularize sailing
among the young

Hilla P. Guzder

Bamboat, whose love for the sea has
seen them participate in sailing events
and competitions for over 25 years,
including a voyage of adventure over
the stormy waters of the Arabian Sea to
Muscat and back in a 21-foot sailing
boat, with wind, waves, a passing whale
and porpoises for company!
Ten-year-old Xerxes Bamboat and
11-year-old Viraf Heerjee are now fol-
lowing in fathers’ footsteps. Their na-
scent navigational skills saw them stand
first and second respectively in the un-
der-12 age group, and second and fifth
overall at the second Senators National
Inland Optimists sailing championship.
Held in December 2001 in the pictur-

esque setting of the Khadakvasla lake at
the National Defence Academy in
Poona, the championship witnessed the
participation of 43 young yachismen
{including girls) from all over India.

“Though the oldest competitor was
15, Xerxes and Viraf were among the
top 10, as good as the best,” commends
Cyrus. “Masters of their own little tub,”
as Sheri puts it, the children sail mainly
for their own enjoyment, winning at
competitions being a corollary. “Sail-
ing is all about getting the feel of the
boat's motion, the knack of judging
whether your boat is covering the dis-
tance at optimum speed. You have to be
focussed, you have to concentrate at all
times and be aware of everything around
you — the force and direction of the
wind, the tide, the positions of the other
boats or you will find yourself ob-
structed,” elaborates Cyrus. The massed
start means the children have to cross
the (imaginary) starting line at best
speed. “You have to time it correctly, If
you're too fast, you get called back.
Good judgment and a good start are
most important,” he adds.
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“Xerxes is light, agile and bold on
the water,” opines Sheri. “Being among
the youngest, even by a few months,
can make a difference as far as maturily
levels go.” “1 was most excited (at
winning),” bubbles Xerxes, who had
his first whiff of surf and sun as a baby
in a carrycot when Sheri and his wife
Hamshad decided to put to sea one fine
day when he was but 40 days old!
“When [ was eight Dad taught me to
sail, to luff (push the tiller and turn the
boat into the wind) and bear away (pull
the tiller, so that the boat turns into a
different course),” recounts the bud-
ding seafarer. The problem is, laughs
Sheri, that if the child happens to be
sitting on the wrong side of the tiller,
push becomes pull and pull becomes
push!

It was in Goa, travelling back and
forth along the shore that Cyrus taught
Viraf the basics of sailing around two
years ago. “The mouth of the Zuari
river is very clean. You can stand in the
waterand coach the children. In Bombay
if you did that you'd probably die of
several diseases,” laughs Cyrus as
Parsiana watched flotsam drift past the
jetty. “At first I was not very keen to
learn, but Dad persuaded me to try it
Now I love it,” declares Viraf, A few
months after “learning the ropes” (liter-
ally, as cach line or piece of rope is
given a different name!) Viraf partici-
pated in his first nationals in Bombay in
May 2000, Last summer he sailed in
Madras, with his boat being transported
all the way to that city on a truck. “You
have to bear your own expenses for
events and competitions,” notes Cyrus,
adding that as a hobby sailing is neither
an expensive nor an exclusive sport,

The Optimist Program is promoted
by the three civilian sailing clubs in
Bombay — the RBYC, The Colaba
Sailing Club (CSC) and The Bombay
Sailing Association (BSA). “We want
to popularize sailing,” maintains Sheri.
“The more kids you have on the water,
the more they compete for positions
and the level of sailing improves.” Safety
precautions are securely in place, with
life jackets being compulsory, and the
children having to pass a swimming test
conducted by the Western Naval Com-
mand Sports Office and the officer in
charge at the NSC being the final au-
thority about wind strength and weather
conditions. A powered rescue boat ac-
companies the young mariners.

Cyrus is currently the commodore
{president) of the CSC, and Sheri, a
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committee member. Atthe RBYC Cyrus
is the sailing secretary and Sheri the
captain of boats (looking afler mainte-
nance of the vessels) while at the BSA,
Cyrus is honorary secretary while Sheri
is commodore and captain of boats! All
offices are honorary and for two-year
terms, states Cyrus, With full-time jobs,
weekends devoted to sailing and teach-
ing, not to mention administration, their
lives, fore and aft and port and star-
board, revolve around the sailing scene!
The CSC website (www.colabasailing
club.com created by Vinay Gupta, a
regular in the sailing circuit of Bombay
now settled in New Zealand, is main-
tained by Gupta from there as well, with
information sent to him from here!)
shows Bejon Madon as vice commo-
dore, Jimmy Bandorawalla as captain
of boats and Naushad Davar as commit-
tee member, among others. “Madon
spends much time and energy on mat-
ters regarding the CSC and teaches
newcomers (over the age of 15) as
well,” reports Cyrus, adding that in
February 2002 it was Bandorawalla who
convincingly won the race to Marve/
Manari in the Seabird class of boats in
rough weather. Other Parsis whose sail-
ing skills have carried them onto the
national and international scene are
Farokh Tarapore, Homi Motiwalla, the
Unwallas (father Adi and sons Fali,
Jimmy, Pesi and Jiji), Soli Contractor,
Tehmasp Mogul, Zarir Karanjia, Cyrus
Cama, ete, mentions Cyrus. Some like
architect Farokh Hyderabadwala and
chemical engineering consultant Jam-
shed Adrianwalla, have decided to be-
come helmsmen well into their 60s!
Cyrus’ aquatic affinity probably
started, he jests, with his birth on Avan
roz. Childhood in Calicut, with its long
maritime tradition, saw his fascination
increase. In 1972, a friend from school
{5t Mary’s, ISC in Bombay) paid all of
one rupee o hire a four-seater boat and
took him along for the ride. It took just
amonth for Cyrus to become a qualified
helmsman, participating thereafter in

races and competitions and garnering a |

cupboard full of cups and trophies.

In sync with his sumame, Sheri's
“craze” was making models of boats!
“Ever since | was a child I would make
these little boats and float them in the
tub at home, using wood, matchsticks
or anything else I could lay my hands
on,” he narrates. Cyrus’ hobby, he adds,
was making and flying, in the garden of
his house at Apollo Reclamation, mod-
els of aeroplanes! As a collegian at

Elphinstone while doing his BS¢, an ¢x-
Cathedralite friend unexpectedly invited
him one day in 1975 to join him on
board — Sheri’s first sail and first race
as crew! By the time he returned home
al six in the evening, his family was
frantic as no one knew where he was!
Seeking 1o sail more, Sheri would hire
a boat from the CSC for three rupees an
afternoon and take his friends along,
making sure they contributed some-
thing for the cruise as well, he laugh-
ingly recounts, It was Cyrus, his neigh-
bor (at that time), friend and senior,
who taught him the techniques of yacht-
ing and Sheri officiated as his crew for
two years lill one day, seeing there were
not enough competitors for a race, “he
kicked me out on my own!” Winner of
several championships, Sheri says: "l
have a healthy respect for the sea. |
never sail without my sudreh-kusti and
God by my side.”

In 1986, their expedition 1o Muscal
saw Jehanghir S. Jehanghir (popularly
known as JI, a very keen yachtsman
who passed away in 2000 after an ill-
ness) skipper one boat while Cyrus
captained the other. “Flying the CSC
burgee (flag)... this was the first non-
coastal Arabian Sea crossing in an open
boat,” states the CSC website. Using
sextants for navigation, both Seabirds
managed 1o stay together most of the
time. “It took us 15 days on the outward
voyage as we were sailing either with
no wind or in storms,” narrates Cyrus.
“On such stormy occasions, a1l we could
do was bring the sails down, drift with
the storm, bail out the water and steer
the boats over the waves (o prevent
them capsizing.” A small canvas canopy
in the cockpit {an area near the stern in
small decked vessels) provided the cu-
linary amenities. “We had to sit and
cook, standing was impossible.” Fight-
ing the elements provided a great sense
of achievement, particularly so when
for a few hours the Seabirds lost sight of
each other! 1 had taken a compass
direction of where they were last seen
and we managed to find cach other,”
Cyrus continues. “Sixty miles south of
Muscat we found a small cove shown
on the chart and took shelter from the
storm.” The return took but eight days
as they were sailing with the wind, he
explains, the navigation being so accu-
rate that the buildings of Cuffe Parade
hove into view at the entrance of
Bombay harbor exactly as expected.

Aftera 19-year stint with Godrej and
Boyce Manufacturing Company as a



Alongside: Joyful
sailors with their
Optimists: (2nd
row) Father-son
duos — Cyrus (left
and inzet) and Viraf
Heerjee: Sheri (top
inset) and Xerxes
Bamboat

I
Above (from left): Naralia

Dalal, Jauzinah Borza and
Ginwalla
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supervisor on the shop floor in the of-
fice furniture plant, Cyrus switched jobs
in '93 to save time and travel from his
residence in south Bombay to Vikhroli
in the north. “Jamshyd Godrej (chair-
man and managing director of Godrej
and Boyce) is a great sailing enthusiast
who has a 40-foot yacht, He gives much
support, both corporate (sponsorship of
championships and trophies) and per-
sonal, 1o encourage yachting,” main-
tains Cyrus. The Naoroji Pirojsha Godrej
Memorial Boating Station for the Sea
Cadet Corps (at the Training Ship
Jawahar alongside the NSC jeuty) has
been donated by the Pirojsha Godrej
Foundation in memory of Jamshyd's
father, the late MNaorgji (Naval) who
also loved sailing, as does Kerse Naoroji
{also earlier with Godrej and Boyce), he
opines. Cyrus’ present employers,
Tolani Shipping Company Limited
where he is administrative officer, are
also very much a part of the sailing
scenario, sponsoring the Tolani Mid
Season Championship, the Tolani
Round Robin Championship as well as
part sponsorship of the National Inland
Optimist Championship, etc.
Materials manager for G. R. Engi-
neering Works Limited which fabri-

cates heavy equipment for the petro-
chemicals industry, Sheri joined the
company fresh from college and has
been with it for 21 years. Not unex-
pectedly, G. R. Engineering are sailing
supporters too! Good with his hands,
Sheri makes masts, pulley blocks, as-
sembles boat parts and can fit out a
Seabird, if required! “It helps to pay for
my hobby,” he chuckles. Life partner
Hamshad also sails regularly with him.
“My grandfather Framroze Golwalla
had built the famous Golwalla Bath at
Backbay — the first cosmopolitan
Olympic size pool in Bombay.” re-
counts Cyrus’ wife Dilnavaz. Her fa-
ther Khurshed used to run the pool and
the family lived in a house overlooking
the sea, watching the boats go by. One
New Year's eve, she joined a yachting
cruise to Khanderi, 15 miles off Alibag,
home to a lighthouse and an old Kanoji
Angre (Maratha) fort, a popular camp-
ing spot for club sailors. On the return,
the boatman ferrying her across the
water was Cyrus and they soon found
their lives anchored in matrimony!
While Viraf is into sailing hook, line
and sinker, younger brother Shahan, at
six-and-a-half, evinces little interest,
preferring wrestling instead!
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As Cyrus and Sheri steer the Opti-
mist Program through winds balmy and
blowing, they aim to encourage more
and more youngsters to spread sail. As
Sheri says: “Even if two out of every 15
we coach keep their interest and stay at
the helm, I'll be a happy man.”

Timing it right

Zubin Ginwalla of Baroda has brought
“great honor for the country and the
community by winning a silver medal
in the men's 10,000 m relay in the 9th
Asian Roller Skating Championships at
Taiwan. This is the first time that India
has achieved this victory of an inter-
national level in speed skating...jus-
tifying the confidence which his well-
wishers placed in him,” writes Shavak
Patel, erstwhile president of the Baroda
Parsi Punchayat, in a communication to
Parsiana. Roller skaters from China,
Japan, Korea, Iran, etc participated in
the meet in October 2001,

A month prior to the Taiwan meet,
20-year-old Ginwalla had skated in the
World Championships in France.
Though unable to pick up a medal, the
exposure proved to be invaluable as an
international coach fine tuned their tech-
nique and gave the Indian team, con-
sisting of 20 boys and girls, juniors (up

to 17 years) and seniors, tips that proved
fruitful at the subsequent international
outing, asserts Ginwalla. “My favorite
event is the 300 m time trial,” he says.
“Itisspeed I like, [ am more of asprinter
as | can generate power quickly.” [n a
sport nol popularly pursued in India,
Ginwalla has to import from the USA
his body suit, helmet and roller skates,
shoes, frame, wheels, bearings, et al.

With a tally of 59 medals and tro-
phies so far at the district, state, national
and now international level, Ginwalla
had also been selected as standby in the
Indian team for the Bith Asian Roller
Skating Championshipsin'99 at Shang-
hai, but did not get the opportunity to
represent his country. In the same year
he had stood first in his event at the
nationals, securing second place the
following year. “In races with a massed
start, one must be taught well how to get
ahead in the pack,” he observes, adding
that Vipul Patel, his coach in Baroda,
also officiates as coach for the Indian
team.

It was grandfather Patel who kindled
his interest in the sport. “At first 1 joined
it for fun and slowly started compet-
ing,” he describes. Speed and stamina
are built up by three to four hours of
daily training plus fitness sessions at

the gym.

Currently a second year BCom stu-
dent at M. S. University, Baroda, Gin-
walla plans to do his MBA afier gradu-
ation. In 1999, in recognition of his
skating skills the Government of Gujarat
sports ministry had awarded him a cash
prize; the Federation of Parsi Zoroas-
trian Anjumans of India presented him
a citation and trophy at its Mhow meet-
ing the same year; the Shree Parsi Pan-
chayat, Baroda has honored him with
the Behram N. Cama Memorial trophy
for excellence in sports for five con-
seculive years, notes his bio data,

Committed to karate

As a child Jauzinah Borzu of Dahanu
suffered from asthma. “Being a doctor
I decided I should make her take up
either swimming, karate or yoga, all of
which entail breathing exercises which
are very helpful for improving lung
function. At this time I consulted her
horascope which predicted her creating
records in a fighting sport,” writes her
father Dr Danesh B, Irani from Dahanu.
And so karate it was.

Beginning her training at age two-
and-a-half, Jauzinah evinced such keen
interest that less than four years later, in
February 2001 she became “India’s

i
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youngest Shotokan girl black belt”
through the Japan Karate Association
of India (JKAI, states Irani. Javzinah
and her brother Jamshed, her senior by
five years and also into karate, receive
daily two-hour training from Sensei
Suresh Mali, third degree black belt.
Jamshed provides his sibling additional
coaching prior o each lournament.

In January 2002 at the 19th National
Karate Championship of the JKAI in
Calcutta, Jauzinah struck gold twice in
the under-nine individual and team kata.
On February 2, at the state level meel
organized by the Maharashtra Karate
Association, she once again stood first
— from competitors in all the styles of
karate in the under-nine individual Kata,

In 2000-2001, Jauzinah won Iwo
golds at stae level wurnaments orga-
nized by the JKAL in the Shotokan style
in kumite and kata in the below-seven
age group. At the XVIIIJKAI national
level tournament, the under-seven age
group was cancelled but Jauzinah
showed her skills by participating in the
under-nine group and bagging gold in
the kumite and silver in the kata. The
tournament saw girls from 18 states
take part, her father informs Parsiana.

Keen to become a karate instructor,
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Jauzinah's immediate goal is to repre-
sent India and win at the 2002 Shoto
World Cup in Japan. “Today thanks to
the avoidance of allergies and her ka-
rate breathing exercises, Jauzinah has
practically overcome her asthma,”
wriles Irani. Adds Porushesp H. Debara,
honorary treasurer of the Federation of
Zoroastrian Youth Associations of In-
dia, writing from Agra: “Jauzinah comes
from a very illustrious family of Dahanu
Road. Her parents Dr Danesh and Daisy
Irani have been a guiding spirit behind
the achievements of this girl. Her grand-
father Boman Barjor Irani is a leading
horticulturist of Dahanu Road... and is
also involved in many social and chari-
table activities, including running of
one school and two colleges.”

Outclassing 19 competitors in several
rounds in the girls under-eight kata,
Natalia Dalal secured silver at the Third
World Gojukai Karate-Do Tournament
and Technical Seminar in Perth, Aus-
tralia in November 2001. In a narrow
finish, Matalia lost to her Japanese op-
ponent by a whisker — a mere 0.1
margin. In the boys under-cight kumite,
Zarvaan Merchant also won silver for
India.

Natalia and Zarvaan were part of a

TG-strong contingent, the
second largest group at the
tournament behind the South
Africans. The squad was led
by Kyoshi Vispy Kapadia,
head of the All India Gojukai
Karate-Do (see “Kapadia's
karate kingdom,” Parsiana,
May 2001). Sensei Neville
Mariman and karateka Faraz
Merchant were part of a
three-man team in the syn-
chronized kata, an event they
competed in for the first
time, bagging the bronze medal.
Senseis Gev Karai and Adil Pavri
were among the referees invited to
officiate at the meel. Among the win-
ners at the India-Malaysia Goodwill
Tournament held in Kuala Lumpur
thereafter were Natalia, Zarvaan,
Faraz, Shahen Sidhwa and Tehemtan
Fatakia, according to karate sources.

SPOTLIGHT

Former national champion and cur-
rently athletics coach Adille Sumari-
walla was awarded the Dadoji Konddeo
award for coaches for the year "98-"99
at a function in Poona in July 2001,
“Adille happens to be the only person
from Maharashira to have been pre-
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Sumartwalla (left) receiving the
award from Governor Dr P. C.
Alexander (right)

sented the Shiv Chhatrapati, the Arjuna
and the Dadoji Konddeo awards so
far,” states a communication from
Shriram Shinde of Pune Mid Day. A
unique feature, Shinde mentions, was
that Sumariwalla’s student Rachita
Mistry received at the same time the
Shiv Chhatrapati award for being one
of Maharashtra's best athletes. Sumari-
walla is currently director of corporate
affairs and projects in the Mid Day
group of publications.

Compiled by Hilla P. Gurder
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FOOD

Everyday exotica

Dr Katy Dalal

Even reluctant cooks would be
tempted to experiment with these recipes

The nine recipes listed here have been
reprinted from Dr Katy Dalal’s Deli-
ciows Encounters — Innovative Reci-
pes, Parsi, Indian, Western printed in
2000. The authorsuggested these dishes
when Parsiana specified that our read-
ers may be interested in trying out
something new this Navroz. Currently
she is involved with the launch of her
third cookery book: A Tribute to Indian
Cuisine: Pulaos and Biryanis, slated
for release on March 16, 2002.

DRUMS OF HEAVEN

Preparation time: 10 mins

Marinate overnight

Cooking time: 30 mins

Serves: 7

Chicken wings (24 — large)

Mustard powder (1 thsp)

Soya bean sauce (4 tbsp)

Brown sugar (2 tbsp)

Honey (Y2 cup)

Ginger-garlic paste (1 thsp)

Sesame seeds (Y2 cup)

Poppy seeds (Y2 cup)

Black pepper (1 tsp — freshly ground)
Oil

Cut the wing tip and reserve only the
largest wing portion. Wash and with
the help.of a knife tum the meat from
the bottom of the wing upwards so as o

resemble a drumstick.

Put ginger-garlic paste, pep-
per, sall to taste, soya bean
sauce, brown sugar, mustard
powder and honey in a bowl.
Mix well and toss the wings
into the mixture and marinate
overnight.

Splash a liule oil on the
drumsticks. Mix the poppy and
sesame sceds together. Coat the drum-
sticks in the mixture, set them out in a
baking pan and cook at 350°F for half an
hour or till soft. Taste for salt. Serve
with drinks.

If you don’t have an oven cook over
a stove.

YOGHURT SAUCE
Preparation time: 30 mins
No cooking

Serves: 12-15

Yoghurt (500 g — thick)
Sugar (%2 cup)

Spring onions (3 — finely chopped)
Parsley (2 thsp — finely chopped)
Mint (1 tbsp — finely chopped)
Green chilies (4 — seeded and finely
chopped)

Gherkins (4 — finely chopped)
Olives [10 — sliced (optional)]

Salt
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Whisk the sugar and yoghurt in a glass
bowl. Add all the chopped herbs and
mix well. Add a sprinkling of salt. Chill
and serve.

APPLE AND YOGHURT SALAD
Preparation time: 10 mins

Serves: 6

Red apples (5 — cored, chopped and
sprinkled with the juice of a sour lime)
Red or green cabbage (200 g)

Salted cashew nuts (100 g — chopped)
Walnuts (100 g — chopped)

Red raisins (200 g)

Salt

For the dressing

Yoghurt (300 g — thick and slightly
sweet)

Spring onions (2 thsp — minced)
Coriander (2 tbsp — minced)

Ginger (1 tsp — freshly grated)
Cumin powder (1 tsp — roasted)
Black pepper powder (Y2 tsp)

Salt

Place the apples, cabbage, cashew nuts,
walnuts and raisins in a large bowl.
Whisk the yoghurt, add all the dressing
ingredients into it and mix well. Taste
for salt. Pour the yoghurt mixlure over
the apples and chill before serving.

Sweet, sour and hot pork (left) and
Grilled liver with orange slices
{above)
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All India Gojukai
Karate-Do (1.K.G.A.)

The leading Karate Academy in India

Principal & Director & Co-ordinator Asia (I.K.G.A.)
Kyoshi Vispy B. Kapadia (7th Dan Black Belt)

Official Karate Training School for
Maharashtra State Police Force

i Imparting Karate training in more
than 50 schools in Mumbai
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MNavroze Mansion, 4th Floor,
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Mumbai 400007
Tel: 3861594, 3870045

E-mail: vkapadia @ bom5.vsnl.net.in
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SANDWICH FILLERS —
SAVORY BUTTER FOR
SANDWICHES

(All the butter should be used within
three days. Mix in a food processor and
chill.)

BUTTER WITH CHICKEN

Salted butter (300 g)

Chicken (350 g — boiled, finely
chopped)

Lime juice (2 thsp)

Pepper (1 thsp — coarsely ground)
Tabasco sauce (1 tbsp)

Parsley (1 thsp — finely chopped)

HAM BUTTER

Salted butter (300 g)

Ham (350 g — finely chopped)
Pineapple (250 g — canned, finely
chopped)

Paprika or mustard powder (1 pinch)

BROCCOLI WITH LEMON AND
BUTTER BAKE

Preparation time: 10 mins

Cooking time: 7 mins

Serves: 4-6

Brocceoli florets (1 kg)

"Eggs (2 — hard boiled)

Fresh breaderumbs (1 cup)

Rashers back bacon (2-4 — optional)

Sour limes (2 — juice)

Butter

Pepper powder

Salt

Prepare the florets by cutting off the
coarse lower stalks. Boil in salted water
till stalks are tender.

Fry the bacon and crumble when
crisp. Set aside. Boil the eggs, grate and
mix into the bacon,

Place the broceoli in a baking dish.
Heat two tablespoons butter and the
lime juice and pour over the broccoli.

Place two tablespoons butter and
breadcrumbs in a frying pan and stir
until golden brown.

Cover the broccoli with the bacon
and egg crumble and cover with the
buttered breadcrumbs. Place for seven
minutes in a hot oven just before serv-

ing.

GRILLED LIVER WITH ORANGE
SLICES

Preparation time: 20 mins

Cooking time: 20 mins

Serves: 8-10

Goat's liver (2)

Soya bean sauce (1 thsp)

Tomato sauce (2 tbsp)

Black pepper powder (Y2 tsp)
Ginger-garlic paste (1 tsp)

Oil
Oranges (2-3)
Salt to taste
Remove the skin from the liver and cut
into 1%" strips. Wash and salt. Mix in
the ginger-garlic paste and set aside.
Take a skillet or frying pan, place
half a cup of oil in it and heat. Drop in
the liver strips and turn the pan from
side to side. Add the black pepper, soya
bean sauce and tomato sauce and cook
the liver over a low flame in its own
juice. Add a litde water only if neces-
sary.
Serve with plenty of finger chips and
green lettuce leaves surrounded by
skinned orange slices.

SWEET, SOUR AND HOT PORK
Preparation time: 40 mins

Cooking time: 40 mins

Serves: §-10

Good English pork (1¥2 kg)
Ginger-garlic paste (2 thsp)

Salt

Grind together in sugarcane vin-
egar

Kashmiri chilies (15)

Fresh turmeric (liny piece)

Black pepper comns (6)

Cloves (4 tsp)

Black mustard seeds (1 tsp)

FARROKH KHAMBATA

CATERING & ALLIED

Wishing All Our Dear Clients
a Very Happy Jamshedi Navroze

Ness Baug, Annexe 2, 2nd Floor, Flat #3, Nana Chowk, Mumbai 400007
Tel: (Off/Res) 3870856/3872350 = Central kitchen: 2011037/2073840
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Cinnamon (1 tsp)

Garlic (1 pod)

Cumin seeds (1 thsp)

Sugarcane vinegar (2 cups)

Jaggery (75 g)

Wash the pork and remove the rind.
Leave the fat on the flesh. Cul into one-
inch bits. Wash, salt and marinate in the
ginger-garlic paste for two hours.

Grind the masala in sugarcane vin-
egar, When soft to the touch, smear all
over the pork pieces.

Place with two-three cups water and
the jaggery in a pressure cooker and
cook till soft in its own fat.

Serve with fried potatoes, diced
capsicum, baby tomatoes and goth
bread.

CAULIFLOWER-NO-PULAO
Preparation time: 15 mins

Cooking time: 40 mins

Serves 4-0

Basmati rice (300 g)

White cauliflower (300 g)

French beans (50 g — julienned)
Carrots (50 g — julienned)
Broccoli (50 g — sliced)
Gingerand garlic (25 g cach—chopped)
Green chilies (3 — finely chopped)

Spring onion (1 bunch — julienned)
Sova bean sauce (2 thsp)

Aji-no-moto (1 thsp)

Black pepper powder (V2 thsp)

Salt

Ghee

Cut the cauliflower into florets and
parboil them in salted water. Drain. In
a wok fry the florets in two tablespoons
ghee and set aside. Fry the other veg-
etables separately, too. Add salt spar-
ingly.

Boil the rice in plenty of water and
drain in a colander when done. Spread
out on a thali so that the grains separate.
Heat two tablespoons of ghee in the
wok and put in the chopped spring
onions, ginger, garlic and green chilies,
fry for two minutes and then add the
rice. Sprinkle aji-no-moto, soya bean
sauce and the pepper powder. Toss in
the fried vegetables and stir well. Serve
al once,

BEETROOT PICKLE
Cooking time: 45 mins
Serves 10-12

Beetroots (1% kgs — small)
Sugar (750 g)

Water (1 liter)

Sugarcane vinegar (2 tea cups)
Cornflour (125 g)

Salt (1 disp)

Cinnamon, clove, black pepper powder
(11sp)

Wash the beetroots and cook in a pres-
sure cooker for half an hour till soft.
Skin and slice them.

Place the sugar, vinegar and water
in a heavy botlomed pan over a me-
dium flame. When the sugar has
melted after 10 minutes, mix the
cornflour in one cup water and add it
to the boiling sugar mixture and stir
nonstop till you get a smooth sauce.
Add the beetroot slices, sprinkle salt
and spice powder and ¢ook in the
boiling syrup for five to seven min-
utes. Cool, bottle and chill.

Cr Katy P. Dalal, a PhD in archeclogy from
Poona University, is now
pursuing catening asa full-
time prolession. The
popular gourmet is also
the author of Jamwva
Chaloii — Parsi Delica-
cias foralfoccasionsand
Delicious Encountars —
Innovative Recipes, Parsi, Indian, Western.

* Apple pie,

* Brun pav,

Your Daily Bread

* Mawa cakes,
» Shrewsburry biscuits,

* Seven grain bread,

* Spanish Buns at:

YAZDANI BAKER

CAWASJI PATEL STREET, FORT, MUMBAI 400001 TEL.: 2870739
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SCHOLARSHIP

A clearing house of 1deas

The K. R. Cama Oriental Institute has published the
papers presented at its third international scholars’ meet

The arrival of Parsis in India was “one of
the earliest known instances of official
asylum being granted to foreign politi-
cal refugees,” retired Supreme Court
judge Sujata Manohar had noted in her
inaugural address to the scholarly Third
International Congress, hosted by the K.
R. Cama Oriental Institute (KRCOl) ere
proceeding to the many similarities and
cross-fertilization of Indian and Iranian
cultures that characterized the first and
second millennia AC.

The proceedings of the Congress
{Bombay, January 6-9, 2000) with the
theme “Indo-Persian Cultures: Their
character and impact on civilization,”
were published by the KRCOI in Octo-
ber 2001. Containing the 33 papers
presented at the Congress by 16 na-
tional and 17 international scholars, the
386-page publication also records the
main speeches at the inaugural and
valedictory sessions. The papers may
roughly be classified, according to their
basic themes, into philosophy/theology,
scriptures, religion, history, language
and literature and socio/economic in-
fluences though several papers hyphen-
ate two or more of these categories.
Some of the papers were presented in
absentia and two contributions were
received later.

KRCOI president Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy had welcomed the delegates
to this “clearing house of ideas,” and
presented shawls, flowers and memen-
tos on behalf of the Institute to out-
standing contributors — scholastic and
financial. These included Dasturs (Dr)
Hormazdyar Mirza and (Dr) Kaikhusroo
JamaspAsa who have been long-time
mentors of the Institute as had noted its
dynamic trustee-secretary Homai Modi;
Iranian philanthropist Mehraban Zar-
toshty whose family has provided the
funds to enable the KRCOI to reprint
rare books, and who ceremonially re-
leased the third in the series, The Laws of
the Anciemt Persians by Sohrab Jam-
shedji Bulsara; the venerable Ratamai

192 FParsigna March 2002

Arnavaz S. Mama

Peshotan Peer who has spent a lifetime
in the religious education of Zoroastrian
youths in Bombay; and that indomitable
octogenarian Behram Rustomji, for-
merly of Karachi now living with his
daughter in Bombay, who continues 1o
participate in the various essay compe-
titions held by the KRCOL.

Religious philosophy
“What is the human spirit looking for in
religious belief? The self is seeking a
religious vision by which one can live
without the feeling of pointlessness,”
noted nuclear physicist turned philoso-
pher Prof Kaikhosrov Irani in his paper
on “Early Enlightenment in ancient
Indo-Iranian thought.” Describing the
fundamental principle of the Enlight-
enment that shaped intellectual and so-
cial consciousness in 18th and 19th
century Europe as the “non-acceptance
of the Irrational,” Irani characterized
religious vision as “an intemnal act of
the believer” based on intuition. Irani
argued that the Gathas of Zarathushtra
and the Upanishads of India had pre-
ceded the philosophers of the Enlight-
enment by approximately three millen-
nia. Zarathushtra had presented the
world as a “field of moral conflict ca-
pable of being improved... One who
does not grasp this cannot be a Zoroas-
trian,” he emphasized. This same trans-
formation through individual insight is
the forte of the Upanishads, he noted.
Vice president of the Centre for An-
cient Iranian Studies at Boston Keki

Bhote too spoke about the Gathas and

the Upanishads. He presented the hymns
of Zarathushtra as a legacy that the
Upanishads inherited and contrasted
the latter with the Vedas: “The Vedas
look outward in awe of the physical
world. The Upanishads look inward to
the awe-inspiring powers of human con-
sciousness.” He also pointed out the
divergence between the Gathas and the
Upanishads. “The concept of “dharma’
— obligation and the discharge of one’s

duties 1o oneself and others — is en-
joined. But the Upanishads do not stress
service to society, the hallmark of Zoro-
astrian ethics. This inward-leoking in-
dividualism has atrophied the social
outlook in India to this day.”

President of the Association pour
I'Avancement des Etudes Iraniennes
Prof Philippe Gignoux tumed to the
Denkard HI in his paper “On the notion
of Good Measure (payman) and other
related philosophical concepts.” He pro-
vided the theological underpinning of
the code of “the golden mean™ by which
many a Zoroastrian household has lived:
“The establishment of the sovereignty
of the good men is based on Good Mea-
sure, on the pure Law. Even a little of
excess and deficiency shakes that which
is in the human world.” Gignoux ex-
plained the sovereignty of bad men as an
excess or a deficiency, resulting in the
destruction of all that is good. As an
example Gignoux noted, “The man who
takes justice to one who has no need,
possesses the costume of excess. He
who does not help the man in need,
possesses the costume of deficiency.
Both of these costumes are the Law of
demons and the adversary of Justice,
Contrariwise one who comes to the man
in need and does not come to another
who has no need, possesses the costume
of Good Measure.”

In “The Zoroastrian view of ecol-
ogy.,” Avestan scholar Dr Homi Dhalla
notes, “Among the first prayers taught
to Parsi children is the Confession of
Faith (Jasa mé avanghé Mazda), which
emphasizes the principle of non-vio-
lence toward all living creatures. These
values are embedded in the Zoroastrian
psyche: man is a trustee of nature; he
should not violate that trust.”

The dualism of light, spirit and good-
ness versus matter, darkness and evil —
Manichaeism as taught by prophet Mani
— abjured sex and procreation as com-
pletely linked to matter and all evil. It
was believed that the good and evil got
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mixed in the world because of events
precipitated by the evil principle and
salvation was thought to occur through
their separation, noted Dr Jamsheed
Choksy, director of the Middle Eastern
Studies Program at Indiana University.
Examining the “Dualism of the femi-
nine in Manichaeism: the Mother of
Life and the Demoness of Concu-
piscence,” Choksy writes: “The Mother
of Life thus became an important femi-
nine symbol — one which embodied
both creation and protection of all enti-
ties that were good. She also repre-
sented loyalty and steadfastness by serv-
ing asaredeeming divinity... the Mother
of Life, like the Father of Greatness, did
not create the First Man or the other
deities through any physical or sexual
process... Hercreations were summoned
forth in absolute chastity and purity; i.e.
creation by speech rather than actions,
from piety rather than sexuality... com-
plete abstinence from sex, marriage
and procreation, had been prescribed as
a prerequisite for salvation from the
cycle of rebirth...

“In stark contrast to the Mother of
Life, stood the demonic female... Az
(who) was feared as the diabolic femi-
nine manifestation of lust and avarice...
a prime mover in the (devil's) attempts

“Islam took close
to 300 years to take
firm root in Iran”

to imprison the soul within matter and
thus prevent salvation.”

For the sake of the continuation of
the human race and Manichaeism, the
lay community (not the elect) could
have sex, marry and bear offspring but
were required to abstain from all mate-
rial acts, including sex, on one day each
week. Choksy sees here the influence of
the emerging cult of the mother of Jesus
as Virgin Mary.

While Dr M. A. Mehendale of
Poona's Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute presented a philological inter-
pretation of four Gathic passages, the
paper of Dr Sam Kerr of Sydney inte-
grated human rationality and self knowl-
edge with the concept of consciousness
in Zarathushtra’s teachings.

History of ritual

The Zoroastrian religion in its history
and ritual were dealt with by JamaspAsa,
archeologist Dr Katy Dalal, practising
mobed and Avesta-Pahlavi lecturer

Ervad (Dr) Rooyintan Peer, and Ervad
(Dr) Ramyar Karanjia, principal of the
Athornan Boarding Madressa. Discours-
ing on*Fire in Zoroastrianism,” Jamasp-
Asa noted, “Traditionally, (the early
Zoroastrian) man established his own
hearth fire when he established his own
home and houschold,” offering to it “a
portion of the sacrificial animal™ along
with dry wood and sweetsmelling herbs,
JamaspAsa notes: “The three holy fires
mentioned in the Khshnuman of Adar,
the dedicatory formula in the Avesta in
honor of divine beings, are the Fire of
Khvarrnah — dedicated to Iranian glory:
the fire of Kavay Haosravah (Kai
Khusro), of the enclosure of Haosravah,
on Mount Asnavant, and of the Enclo-
sure of Caecista dedicated to the
Kayanian glory. The third fire is the Fire
of Mount Raevant, also dedicated 1o
Kayanian glory. In the Pahlavi version
of the Atas Nivayis, the names of the
three holiest fires become Farnbag,
Gusnasp and Burzinmihr...

“During the Sasanian period the two
other fires Farmbag and Gusnasp, thus
far resident in Pars and Media, gained
prominence and popularity. The Parthian
partiality towards Burzinmihr for all
the long years of Parthian dominance,
had endowed Burzinmihr with a strong

With Best Wishes From

Mr RusyM. Shroff, mzx.

and

MrsPurvizR. Shroft
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From left: {15t row) The scholars with KRCO! trustees Justice (retd)
Dinshaw Mehta and Modi (standing, 3rd from left and center) and
Jamshed Guzder with Nani Palkhivala; (2nd row) Jejechhay with
Zartoshty, JamaspAsa, Mirza and Dhalla, Peer and Bajan: (3rd
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ceremony: (5th row) Hintze, Acki and Desai



TCI Package Tours

value for Money

Enchanting Europe & UK = Us$ 1799

15 days: Paris - Genevao - Piso - Rome - Venice -

Interlaken - Rudesheim - Amsterdam - London.

Departures: May 4, 11, 18, 25, Jun 1, 22, Jul 13, Aug 10.

Jewels of China = uss 1399

9 days: Shanghai - Xian - Beijing - Kuala Lumpur.
Departures: May 3, 17, 31, Jun 7, 21,
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following and the priests of Pars and
Media could not break the deep rooted
reverence the people had for this fire,
ever mindful of Burzinmihr's role in
the legends of Zarathushtraand Vistasp.
Nevertheless, a bid was made to
downplay the dominance of this fire
and give Farnbag and Gusnasp some of
the limelight. Itis assumed that it was at

this time that the three fires were linked
to the three classes of Iranian society
and Burzinmihr was assigned to the
lowest social level,”

Unlike the swoop of Alexander that
terminated the Achamenid empire, “Is-
lam took close 1o 300 years to take firm
root in Iran,” says the Dastur, With the
coming of the Mongols conditions de-

teriorated further and the Zoroastrians
withdrew into the deserts around Yazd
and Kerman, taking the surviving fires
of Farnbag and Istakhr (which had been
enthroned by the Sasanians in the temple
of Anahita and was said to be dedicated
to Anahid the Lady) to the village of
Sharifabad where “these two fires re-
main till this day, although at the begin-
ning of this century, they were amal-
gamated into one fire,”

Referring to the 16 fires that com-
prise an atash behram fire JamaspAsa
describes how they were purified by
holding a perforated ladle Tull of fuel
over the flames. It is interesting to note
that the fire from a burning corpse —
one of the constituents of an atash
behram fire — needs to be purified 91
times while that from the home of a
Zoroastrian needs 184 consecutive pu-
rifications. Even the fire from lightning
needs 90 purifications as versus that
from the home of a shepherd which
needs only 33!

Discoursing on “The sacred white
bull — varasiaji — and his position in
the life of every Parsi Zoroastrian” Dalal
describes the importance of the nirang
produced in the course of long prayers
over the bull’s urine (gaomez) accom-
panied by the mandatory rituals. This
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resulting fluid is one of the basic ele-
ments in other purificatory and pav
mahal ceremonies. “Actually we have
no literary evidence inourancient books
for a white varasiaji — but then white is
the color of the Zoroastrian faith,” notes
Dalal, elucidating how the animal must
be free of bodily defects and in perfect
health before his tail hair and his urine
can be wilized.

Identified with the star Sirius in the
constellation of Canis Major, the ad-
vent of “The rain-maker Tishtrya,” one
of three divinities presiding over water
(the other two being Avan-Ardvisura
Anahita — and Haurvatat/Khordad),
was avidly awaited each year over the
Iranian sky as the agrarian economy
was dependent on the monsoon. Ac-
cording to Rooyintan Peer's rendition
of the Tir Yashi, the way it rises could
denote to the astronomers of ancient
Iran whether the ensuing year is one of
fertility or famine. While Tishirya brings
water his opponent Apaosha brings
drought. The tussle between them is part
of the Yasht wherein the worship of
Tishtrya is cited as humankind’s duty to
strengthen the rain god. “This aspect is
very significant and echoes the con-
cepts of ecology and environment in the

The fire from a burning
corpse — one of the
constituents of an atash
behram fire — needs to
be purified 91 times
while that from the
home of a Zoroastrian
needs 184 consecutive
purifications

matter. It tries to show that ultimately
the cycle of rainfall (lies) in the hands of
the people, and how they co-ordinate
with the forces of Nature,” notes Peer.

Karanjia's “Notes on the baj-dharna
{(Dron Yasht) ritwal” discusses the im-
portance of the ceremony which is
known to most Zoroastrians as part of
the quartet of prayers recited on death
anniversaries but which also forms a
component of other larger ceremonies
like the visperad and the videvdad
wherein the dron (or darun — the salt-
less, flat bread) is required. Karanjia
notes that “the practice of performing
the baj-dharna ritual goes back at least

to the Sasanian times.”

The scriptures

Dir Carlo Cereti, a research fellow at the
Kommission fur Iranistik der OAW and
lecturer at the University at Wien, and
Dr Almut Hintze, trustee and research
associate of the Ancient India and Iran
Trust at Cambridge, UK, discuss the
more scholastic aspect of Zoroastrian
sacred literature. “On the manuscript
tradition of the Bundahishn” Cereti com-
pares and contrasts six manuscripts in
an effort 1o ascertain the coherence,
structure and integrity of the original
thesis. Hintze looks at the arrangement
of the Avestan Yasna and the position of
the Yasna Haptanghaity (YH) num-
bered after the first Garha Ahunvaily
and followed by the remaining four and
argues that “the YH is the liturgical
center of the entire ceremony, and prob-
ably has always had this function...
cross-references between different
Gathas indicate that the actual sequence
of the hymns is not fortuitous, but has
come to us in the way it was originally
intended. Ifthis is so, however, the ques-
tion arises as to how this arrangement of
the Garhas relates 1o the YH (now bet-
ter known as the Haptan Yasht), which
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is placed in their midst.” Hintze noted
that the compositional structure of this
central, Old Avestan, part of the Yasna
has often disconcerted scholars, who
have found it difficult to account for the
presence of what was deemed 1o be a
later text. The YH seems to interrupt the
flow of these most exalted and sacred
utterances. As a result of Johanna
Narten’s ground-breaking work, how-
ever, Hintze argued that it has become
clear that the YH and the Gathas are
best considered as texts which comple-
ment each other. The divergences be-
tween them have been explained on the
basis of their different literary genres:
While the Garhas are poetic hymns, the
YH is liturgical rhythmic prose. There
is no evidence contradicting the as-
sumption that the YH was composed at
the same time as the Gathas, and pre-
sumably by the same author. If so, i.e.
“if the YH and the Garhas originate
from... Zarathushtra, then it appears
less surprising that, in the liturgical
arrangement of the texts, the YH is
inserted into the Gathas,” noted Hintze.

Historical vignettes
In the historical purview Aspi Moddie’s
paper, “Toynbee and the historical les-

“Actually we have no
literary evidence in
our ancient books for
a white varasiaji —
but then white is the
color of the
Zoroastrian faith”

sons of the Sasanian state-church™ re-
fers 1o the “evolution from sustaining
tolerance (of the Achamenians) to the
self-destructive intolerance” of the Sa-
sanians.

“Toynbee compares the success and
failure of the Sasanian state-church,
Zoroastrianism, with the coercive poli-
cies of the Maccabies in Judaism. Both
failed to survive. Sasanian Zoroastrian-
ism he says, ‘was never able to make
(its) forcibly established church secure
against raids on the part of Nestorian
Christianity and other non-Zoroastrian
faiths from beyond the frontiers,” notes
Moddie, a management expert with a
flair for history.

Scholar-translator Farrokh Vajifdar’s

“Kirdir, founder of Sasanian orthodoxy™
revisits the priest who oversaw several
coronations, acquiring almost a Raspu-
tin-like influence on the royal Sasanian
family. Attributing the current knowl-
edge of the historical Kirdir, Mobedan-
mobed enjoying supreme judiciary sta-
tus, to Gignoux and Prof Oktor Skjaer-
vo,Vajifdar noted that with the ascen-
sion of Bahram Il to the throne, perse-
cutions began with the imprisonment
and death of Mani, the founder of the
eclectic faith known as Manichaesim,
“We should note that nothing less than
forcible conversions to Mazdaeism were
being performed amongst Jews, Bud-
dhists/Shamans, Brahmans/Hindus,
Nazareans, Christians, Baptists and
Manichaeans. Idol-temples were de-
stroyed and heresies and heterodoxies
were extirpated — this, says Kirdir,
wrought havoc among Ahriman and his
demonic horde, and in turm brought great
satisfaction to the Mazdaean religion
and its priesthood, to the fires, the wa-
ters and to the cattle. With pride he
reminds us that he piously performed
many religious services (were these full-
scale Yasna ceremonies?) and encour-
aged close-kin marriages.”
“Neo-Zoroastrian Hellenism in 1 5th

A well-wisher
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Century Byzantine Empire: The Case
of George Gemistos Plethon” traces the
life of Plethon who according to Dr
Michael Stausberg, research fellow at
the University of Uppsala, was born in
Constantinople in the second half of the
14th century and died nearly a century
later in 1454. Plethon’s work dealt with
finding *a universally accepted path to
truth.” In his search for teachers from
the past he chose none from the Judeo-
Christian tradition

In his “Note on Parsi Islamology™
Burzine Waghmar examines the three
Ahd namehs — two in Arabic and one in
Persian — which the Zoroastrians claim
were granted by Prophet Mohammed's
son-in-law Ali, giving the community
the rights enjoyed by other “people of
the book” viz the Jews and Christians.
Questioning their veracity Waghmar,
who is working towards a doctorate in
Iranian and Central Asian Studies at

SOAS (School of

but a number of
Greek philosophers
and a couple of
Brahmans whose
ideas harmonized
together. “First in
Plethon’slistof wise
men stands *the most
ancient of the lawgi-
vers and wise men
whoisknowntous,’
Zoroaster, who, ac-
cording to Plethon,
in a supreme way,
had emerged as the
- interpreter of the
gods and most other

“The Persian
language slowly
took the place of

Sanskrit as a
cementing force

and it held its own
until it became
effete and was
given a violent jerk
by the English
language”

Oriental and African
Studies), London,
says that the Arabic
Ahd nameh is writ-
ten in a script which
came into being
much after the time
of Ali. Apart from
stylistic weaknesses
Waghmar argues
that the date of the
Arabic Ahd namehin
660 AC places it just
a year before Ali's
murder. “The period
between the Battle of
Siffin in 657 AC and

things among the

Medes, the Persians and other ancient
nations of Asia.. In his appendix,
Plethon explicitly states that one should
follow Zoroaster’s teachings because
they alone hold out the prospect of
purest blissful happiness due to every
human being. All the other teachings,
on the contrary, that deviate from the
teachings of Zoroaster and his follow-
ers from Plato down to Plethon, also
swerve from blissful happiness, and the
more they deviate from it the more they
approach unhappiness, ignorance and
deepest darkness.”

Though Plethon is “considered as the
founder of a neo-Zoroastrian, Hellenic
religion,” his religion is “quile a private
affair,” notes Stausberg. “There are no
traces of any attempts on Plethon’s side
to spread the religion,”

In “Samba and the Hinduized Magi:
fiction or history?” linguist and Garthas’
translator Prof (Dr) Helmut Humbach
notes, “one could hypothesize that it
was at the time of Alexander the Great
that the first Persian Magi were invited
to come to Multan to establish there a
Sun sanctuary with a sort of an astro-
nomical observatory. As a consequence
the Samba legend would reflect a se-
quence of scenes at the margin of world
historical events.”
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his assassination in
661 AC was the most turbulent period
of Ali's career as he was engaged in
preserving unity as the caliph among
dissenting tribal factions, both of Shi‘i
and Sunni allegiance. It is all o0 un-
likely that Ali would have expended
time during a period of civil war, an era
in which the future of the nascent Is-
lamic community was at stake, towards
fulfilling socio-legal formalities.” Quot-
ing Abu Yusuf, Waghmar writes, “Due
to a lack of a Quranic precedent for
treating them as one of the scriptuaries,
{Caliph) Umar was in a fix as to ‘how to
treat these people who are neither Ar-
abs nor People of the Book." However,
they were grudgingly accepted based
on a tradition preserved by ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. *Awf that the prophet had
accepted tribute from the Mazdeans of
Hajar. Also, in a missive to Mundhir b.
Sawa, the ruler of Bahrain, he had per-
mitted them to practice their religion
upon payment of the jizya (poll tax),
and had declared, “treal them as you
treat the people of the book,” with the
caveat that meat slaughtered by them or
marriage to their women was forbidden
for Muslims.

“The grimmest commentary on the
irrelevance of these Ahd namehs is evi-
dent in the observations of European

With
best wishes
from

Farah
&

Tanya




researchers and travelers,” stales
Waghmar, arguing that unlike Jews and
Christians who became rich and even
briefly flourished in Moorish Spain and
{Ouwoman Turkey), the hazardous sur-
vival of the Zoroastrians remains “a
sombre testimony of their fidelity” 1o
their faith,

The possible reflections of Zoroas-
trian time reckoning in poet Jalal al-Din
Rumi's Masnavi-ye Ma'navi (the spiri-
tual couplets) were explored by Dr
Gernot Windfuhr, Michigan Univer-
sity’s professor of Iranian studies.

*The role of Azar Kayvan in Zoroas-
trian and Islamic Mysticism” by Takeshi
Aoki, a student of Islamic Zoroastrian-
ism at Tokyo University, examined the
role of one whom he estimates “an
eccentric Zoroastrian priest.” Kayvan
may have performed Zoroastrian cer-
emonies but had no rapport with other
Zoroastrian priests, noted Aoki adding
that Kayvan's philosophy treads the
path of the Sufi mystics rather than
Zarathushtra,

In contrast to Aoki’s abstruse sub-
ject, Dr Eric Phalippou’s “An Indian
conquest: the tale of M'mselle Menant”
takes a dispassionate look at the middle

“Gold and silver coins
of the Sasanians
circulated within Indian
borders and were legal
tender for centuries”

aged French lady who spent nearly eight
months in the eity and province of
Bombay 100 years ago and authored
The Parsis depicting her as a victim of
gentle manipulation,

With quiet humor Phalippou, who
received his doctorate from Sorbonne
University, delves behind the contro-
versy regarding the pioneering of fe-
male education between Dosebai
Cowasjee Jessawala, the first girl sent
against great odds to be educated in a
school by her mother Bai Meherbai in
1841 and Manackji Kharshedji's found-
ing of the Alexandra Girls' English
Institution in 1859, It is Kharshedji who
is credited as pioneer of English educa-
tion for girls by Menant. Phalippou
indicates the pressures on Menant
through her Parsi host Behramji
Malabari who introduced her to K. R.

Cama, Kharshedji’s son-in-law. It is
significant too that Menant's book and
articles were translated by M. Murzban
who was married to Cama’s daughter
Freny, one of five young women admit-
ted to the Grant Medical College of
Bombay at the age of 20. Afer her
initial medical graduation Freny Cama
had proceeded to Paris with her lawyer
husband Murzban to garner further
knowledge at the Institute Pasteur, re-
turning to India to provide the Cama
Hospital with her new knowledge of
vaccines. That is when the couple met
Menant. Phalippou’s paper abounds
with such vignettes of recent Parsi his-
tory.

Dr Kalpana Desai, director of
Bombay's Prince of Wales Museum
further developed the theme she has
been working on — the impact of the
Parsis on the development of Bombay.

Linguistic impact

The many presentations on language
and literature examined the impact of
translated Indian literary pieces into
Persian and vice versa. Persian’s long
innings as an official language of India
(from early 13th century until the defeat
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and externment of the last Mogul Em-
peror Zafar Shah by the Britishin 1857)
led to large-scale borrowing of the Per-
sian vocabulary by the Indian languages
and the birth of the gentle hybrid, Urdu.
It also led to an exchange of proper
nouns and the movement of scholars
and litterateurs between the courts of
Iran and India leading to “intellectual
development, enlightenment and refine-
ment,” as notes Prof Nizamuddin

Gujarati languages,” he noted.

Dr Kulsum Abul Bashar Mazumder
of Dhaka University and Dr Umme
Salma further elaborated this influence
of Persian on Bengali language and
literature. Professor and chair of the
Centre for Persian and Central Asian
Studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity Dr Sabar Havewalla related how
King Nosherwan-e-Adil sent his schol-
arly and wise physician Borzuyeh to

Gorekar of St
Xavier's College,
Bombay.

“The bilateral re-
lations of Iran and
India go back to the
prehistorical period
and the ethnic, racial
and linguistic simi-
larity and unification

“The Old Testament
speaks of not a
single non-Jew with
reverence, but Cyrus
is spoken of as
God's Anointed”

India to seek a herb
immortality.
Borzuyeh could find
no herb but he found
a couplet of the
Panchatanira, (One
who reads, appreci-
ates and follows this
Nitishastra regu-
larly, becomes
undefeatable. Even

of these two Aryan
nations could be observed within the
texts of (the) Vedas and (the) Avesta
which reveal similar thoughts and
myths,” noted Abdulhadi Borujerdi,
consul-general of Iran in Bombay.
“Through India, glimmers of this cul-
tural light reached other parts of East-
ern and South-Eastern Asia. Thereafter
India’s gates were opened (on her) west-
ern borders to let Islamic scientists and
the educated elite find their way to the
people of Asia and Farsi became the
common language of all Asian Mus-
lims,” he added.

Dr G. D. Shukla, retired head of the
postgraduate department of history at
Gujarat's Sardar Patel University, made
a historical appraisal of Persian litera-
ture during the Mughal rule in India.
“The installation of Mughal rule in
India was earmarked by two distinct
phenomena. Sanskrit had more or less
spent its force and modern Indian lan-
guages were then too weak 1o be effec-
tive... In due course of time, the Persian
language slowly and steadily took the
place of Sanskrit as a cementing force
of the country and it held its own until

it became effete and was given a violent,

jerk by the English language. The Hin-
dus and the Muslims, during the period
under study, vied with each other 1o
learn this language and its literature.
India thus produced Persian literature
in all its branches and varieties which
can be compared well with the litera-
ture of Persia. The Persian language
contributed innumerable words to the
vocabulary not merely of Hindi and
Urdu but also of Bengali, Marathi and

Lord Indra cannot defeat such a per-
son.) He translated the Panchatantra
into Sasanian Pahlavi under the name
Kartak Va Damanak which not only
enthralled generations of Iranians but
found its way to the west in the guise of
The Arabian Nights and Aesop s Fables.
Later, when Emperor Akbar set his
scholarly courtier Abul Fazl to the task
of writing a fresh version of the Pan-
chatantra in simple Persian to be un-
derstood by all readers, there emerged
the Eyvar-e-Danish. This was part of
Akbar's project of translating Sanskrit
masterpieces into simple Persian, noted
Havewalla.

Avesta Pahlavi scholar and practis-
ing mobed Ervad Parvez Bajan dis-
coursed on the influences of Ferdowsi
and the Shah Nameh on the Iranian
nation. “His poem became like Divine
Comedy, not merely a record of life but
a eritical insight in all elemental forces
that sway it. The simplicity and majesty
of Ferdowsi’s style, eschewing Arabic
elements led to the rejuvenation of the
Persian language; the magnanimity,
gentleness, generosity, spirituality and
lofty patriotism of the poet rubbed off
on generations of his readers.”

Dr S. A. Upadhyaya, a director of
Bombay's Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
briefly surveyed the contributions of
Gujarati writers to Persian literature,

Trade and currency

“Persia’s trade with T"ang China (618-
007 AC)” was discussed in consider-
able detail by Dr Soonu Dhunjisha, a
reader in history at Bombay's §. N. D.
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T. College of Arts. Canton had a special
office for the registry of ships, the con-
trol of exports and the collection of
duties to cope with the large ships of
Persian, Arab and Indian merchants,
noted Dhunjisha, Not only were em-
bossed vessels of gold and silver, clear
glass in indigo and pale green, imported
from Persia but Persian artisans and
their Chinese counterparts produced Ira-
nian style ceramics, textiles and a wealth
of other crafts and artefacts. Persian
exports set the style in China for clothes,
food, music and household objects at
the time, noted Dhunjisha,

Numismatics specialist Dr Dilip
Rajgor spoke about the Sasanian cle-
ments in Gujarat numismatics. “Gold
and silver coins of the Sasanians circu-
lated within Indian borders and were
legal tender for centuries.” Moreover,
these coins became the prototype for
successive currency in western India
for over 700 years, he noted.

Valedictory observations

Taking off from Manohar’s inaugural
remark about the Parsi boat people, noted
economist Dr Fredie Mehta, presiding
over the valedictory session, referred 1o
the case of Cyrus who went o war o

“It is the tolerance
of the Hindus who
have never attacked
our religion in spirit
or in word”

liberate the Jews. “The Old Testament
speaks of not a single non-Jew with
reverence, but Cyrus is spoken of as
God's Anointed.” Recalling Hitler's
Aryan pretensions he wondered “what
would have happened if somebody had
caught hold of Adolf Hitler in 1929, just
before he ran amuck, and told him
*please, are you aware that you are pro-
claiming that as an Aryan your duty isto
wipe out the Jews." This is interesting
because the letter which the Jews wrote
to Cyrus says this: "0 great Aryan, we
call upon you to liberate us because you
are a great Aryan.’ Hitler murdered the
Jews whereas Cyrus looked upon liber-
ating the Jews as an act of Aryanism
because Arya means ‘noble.” Paying
tribute to the tolerance taught by Hindu-
ism, Mehta noted, “Many of us Parsis
cannot but recognize that it is this toler-

ance that has kept our temples alive. Itis
the tolerance of the Hindus who have
never attacked our religion in spirit orin
word. They have not really interfered
with us in any way.”

In his address at the inaugural func-
tion the late chairman of the House of
Godrej Sohrab Godrej had noted, “To
me it comes as no surprise that Ma-
hatma Gandhi thought highly of the
Parsis, particularly of their philanthropy.
How many in the century just past can
claim to have lived up to the Zoroas-
trian dictum of good thoughts, good
words and good deeds more than the
Father of the Nation?" Developing the
theme at the valedictory the late veteran
Gandhian Dr Usha Mehta observed,
“Mahatma Gandhi perhaps was one of
the greatest apostles of peace and one of
the greatest communicators and integra-
tors who accepted and practised the vir-
tue of non-violence... His non-violence
was not merely a negative concept. It
was not merely absence of violence, but
it stood for love. Love that is pristine and
pure. Love that stands for spitelessness
and hatelessness. He tried to see that all
communities received his love and af-
fection.”

The large spectrum of topics dis-
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cussed at the Congress had lent it a
somewhat rambly air. As Irani noted in
his concluding remarks, 1 thought that
we could be focussing on the Indo-
Iranian influence upon the world, but
instead most of the focus turned out to be
either a focus on India or on Iran or the
influence of one on the other. And when
you talk of the influence of one on the
other the most natural thing is language.
And so we get a large number of very
interesting papers on linguistic influ-
ences. This is what had happened at the
last conference.”

In his vote of thanks on behalf of
the foreign scholars Cereti said, “It is
always an emotion for us to come to
meet the community, to discuss with
them, even if many times we have
different views. And it is an emotion
because coming here from Europe we
meet a sort of miracle which is what
you are. We meet a history, We meet
ideas which have survived the fall of
the Sasanid empire and we come from
afar and we meet something which is
a part of our history, our philosophy,
_ our ideas... it is us! So far apart, but it
is us! And it is something which has
survived only because it came to India
and it found a world which was more
tolerant than what it was at that time in
other parts of the world.” On behalf of
the Indian scholars Havewalla noted,
“Conferences teach us how to be pa-
tient, listen to each other and commu-
nicate. And this conference gives me
great pleasure because without talk-
ing of national integration and inter-
national understanding, we do observe
both of them with the utmost sincer-
ity." With floral tributes, mementoes
and effusive thanks to all those who
had had anything to do with the orga-
nizing of the Congress — especially
Firoze and Katy Dalal who had not
only provided lunch over the four days
but also hosted a dinner at the Ripon
Club — Modi declared the Congress
closed.
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CONSERVING BAHROT...
continued from page 157

proach was recommended, states
Dhalla. Tackling the damage caused
by seepage of rain water and the res-
toration of the caves would need to be
undertaken by experts in cave arche-
ology, notes Dhalla. A five-km long
path would need to be cleared in the
jungle and a railing installed just out-
side the caves to secure pilgrims from
the sheer drop into the valley. Once
the restoration is complete some form
of security to protect the site from
vandals would also be considered,
writes Dhalla.

Archeologists and historians from
all over the country came to know of
this Parsi heritage site when Dhalla
was invited to present a slide show and
commentary on Bahrot at the All India
Conference of Indian History, Prehis-
tory and Archaeology at Baroda on
Movember 23, 2001, A week later con-
servation architect Pankaj Joshi and his
colleagues had spent a full day at the
caves to prepare a preliminary report,
noted Dhalla.

Al the Asiatic Society meet Misra
had described himself as a great ad-
mirer of the Parsi community (“There is
only ane Parsi to 10,000 Hindus, butin
terms of contribution? It is unparal-
leled!™) and had expressed “great satis-
faction to be of some help to the com-
munity [ consider ideal.” He recalled
that the Dorab Tata Trust had provided
munificent help for the Umran excava-
tions near Patna. Former Bombay mu-
nicipal commissioner Jamsheed Kanga
noted that if the Trust is approached
with a proper project report it would
probably help. Gupta noted that the
ICHR had agreed to present a grant of
Rs 10,000 as seed money. Bombay Parsi
Punchayetchairman and noted business-
man Jamshed Guzder offered a per-
sonal donation of Rs 50,000. Commu-
nity contributions favoring “WZCF —
Bahrot Project” may be forwarded to
the WZCF, Zoroastrian Association
Industrial Institute Building, Chikal-
wadi, Tardeo, Bombay 400007. Dona-
tions will be eligible for claiming de-
duction under section 80-G (5) of the
Income Tax Act 1961, assures Dhalla.

Those desirous of proceeding to
Bahrot may contact Homi Mehta (in
Bombay on Tel 2665322) for boarding
and lodging at Bordi and the arrange-
ment of guides to lead them to the
caves.
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SCHOLARSHIP

“A tendency to lose the roots”™

The original tenets of the faith are being forgotten by contemporary
Zoroastrians and Christians, says Italian orientalist Dr Carlo Cereti

He knows Avestan, Pahlavi and San-
skrit, Sogdian and Parthian. Not Bac-
trian which has only recently been in-
troduced to academia by Prof
Simms  Williams. Not
Khotenese which needs a
strong Saka background and
has only recently come to
light, mainly from Buddhist
sources. Not Hindi: “My
Hindi is only enough for taxi
drivers!” Dr Carlo Cereti
modestly circumscribes his
linguistic attainments.

Coming, as he says, from
a family of chemists and le-
gal experts, Cereti displays a non-ge-
netic fixation on matters oriental, pri-
marily Middle Persian languages and
literatures. Currently a research fellow
in Iranian studies at Wien University,
Cereti’s MA thesis on Iranian and Cen-
tral Asian religions had been prepared
under the tutorship of scholar Prof
Gernaldo Gnoli at the University of
Maples; his doctoral dissertation on the
Balman Yasht had been accepted by the
Ministero dell” Universita at Rome.
Since then he has been conducting
courses on Zoroastrian religious litera-
ture at Rome University's La Sapienza
institute, as noles his bio data in the
souvenir published by the KRCOI (K.
R. Cama Oriental Institute) at the Third
International Congress (see “A clearing
house of ideas”™ page 192).

At this scholars’ meet he had reas-
sessed the main surviving manuscript
sources of the Bundalisn, a cosmologi-
cal commentary derived from Avestan
texts. Discussing the relative merits of
the Iranian and Indian versions of the
Bundahisn, Cereti explained that the
Indian one is shorter, omitting Zurvanite
passages found in the Iranian manu-
scripts. “Sometimes the Indian one
makes better sense; sometimes the Ira-
nian one. My idea is that the Iranian
version is closer to the (lost) original.
Evenally it is a guess — nothing
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Ceretic a passion
Jor manuscripis

Arnavaz S. Mama

more!” exclaims the genial scholar. He
maintains that the more “densely specu-
lative™ Bundahisn gives a better idea of
what Sasanian theology was
like than the Dinkard which
is “not as dense.”

In his vote of thanks to the
KRCO! at the valedictory ses-
sionofthe Congress the gentle
lalian recalled how he had
first come to India when he
was “more than 20 years
younger and more than 20 kg
lighter.,” He noted nostalgi-
cally how KRCOl trustee-sec-
retary Homai Modi had “in-
troduced me to books, o manuseripts.”
With equal measures of joy and grati-
tude he recalled Dastur (Dr) Kaikhusroo
JamaspAsa’s parting gift at the end of
that trip — a copy of all the publications
of the KRCOL.

Since then, as Cereti told Parsiana,
he has been coming to India every two
years with two destinations in focus —
the KRCOI Library in Bombay, and
South India to study Persian crosses and
bronze leaves with inscriptions in
Pahlavi, Judeo-Persian and Arabic in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Recalling the
Sasanian trade relations with the Raja
of Quilon — “the Iranian sea trade route
extended up to Ceylon and beyond”™ —
Cereti said that these crosses show that
Nestorian Christians came from Iran,
bringing with them the Middle Persian
culture of the time. The Pahlavi lan-
guage continued in use as late as 11th

century AC. These crosses also indicate |

that “the first settlers were merchants
{and that) the Kisseh-e-Sanjan was writ-
ten later to justify (Zoroasirian pres-
ence in India),” he adds. (It is interest-
ing to note that Maharashtra Governor
Dr P. C. Alexander had suggested re-
search into these same crosses in his
inaugural address to the Second Inter-
national Congress hosted by the KRCOI
in 1995.) Cereti also referred to the
Skanda Purana — recount of a Persian

settlement of Achaemenian/Mauryan
vintage on the coast of Maharashira. Tt
speaks of similar ingress (of merchant-
men) due to a shipwreck,” he notes.

In response to Parsiana’s query
Cereti traced the direction of European
research on Zoroastrianism. He noted
that scholars like Jean Kellens, Helmut
Humbach, Almut Hintze and others who
stem from Indo-European studies study
the Gathas in comparison with Sanskrit
literature and the European tradition.
The other tendency is to go to them via
the Middle and Old Iranian languages
like William Henning and Mary Boyce
“who devoted hersell completely 1o
Zoroastrianism,” ltalian and French
scholars like Philippe Gignoux, Frantz
Grenet, Dr Antonio Panaino study the
sacred texts in the context of culture
with particular interest in religion and
history. “In recent years, students in
ltaly and France are more interested in
contemporary Zoroastrianism not only
in the traditional way of religion and
rituals but of a community interesting
in itself as part of Bombay society,
including its literature, paintings, et¢.”

While Cereti said he enjoyed meet-
ing the community at the Congress he
observed uneasily “that there is a large
part of the community accepting a New
Age phase, forgetting the tenelts of Zo-
roastrianism and having a very con-
fused religious idea.” He concedes that
the same phenomenon is apparent in
Europe vis-d-vis Christianity — “a ten-
dency 10 lose the roots.”

Pained at the prospect of losing valu-
able manuscripts because the Indian
climate is basically unfriendly to them,
Cereti stresses the need to catalogue
and reproduce them on CD Rom. The
lack of a single source for all Zoroas-
trian manuscripts means that scholars
need 1o track them to various sources.
He recalls a trip two years ago to the
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
in Poona which has asmall uncatalogued

continwed on page 218
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SCHOLARSHIP

Preserve the beliefs

Cultural changes may not undermine a community
if its belief system is maintained, comments
Dr Almut Hintze

Arnavaz S. Mama

“The Avesta was guarded by the pniest-
hood over millennia. Only those texts
which had a ritual function survived.
Three-fourths (of Zoroastrian sacred
literature) was lost. The higher liturgies
constitute the major part of the extant
Avesta,” says Dr Almut Hint-
ze emphasizing the oral tra-
dition of early literature.
The tall, slender Hintze
lectures part-lime at the Lon-
don University's School of
Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS) and pursues research
at Clare Hall, Cambridge. Si-
multanzously functioning as
the Heisenberg scholar of the
German National Research
Council in Bonn, Hintze had
spoken to Parsiana during a
lunch break at the Third International
Congress hosted by the K. R. Cama
Oriental Institute (KRCOI) (see “A
clearing house of ideas,” page 192).
The thrust of her paper at this confer-
ence was that the order in which the
Yasna, the Visperad and the Vendidad
ceremonies are performed and the litur-
gies which are recited (with the excep-
tion of later additions at the beginning
and at the end of the ceremonies) was as
arranged from ancient times, perhaps
by Zarathushtra himself. These include
the first Gatha, Ahunavairy, followed
by the Yasna Haptangairy (YH — also
known as the Haptan Yashr) and the rest
of the Gathas. Though YH, a prose
composition, has not generally been
considered as a part of Zarathushtra's
original message, the soft-spoken Hintze
argues that it forms the kernel of these
ceremonies. Martin Haug, the 19th cen-
tury scholar who first differentiated the
Gathas from the rest of the Avestan
prayers, said that only the Gathas were
composed by Zarathushtra. “Perhaps
the YH was not mentioned by Haug
since YH was only a liturgical (prose)
text and hence overlooked,” says Hintze
adding that the seminal work on the YH
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Hintze: “the
Zoroastrian world
view is universal”

by Erlangen University’s Johanna
Marten had found nothing therein to
contradict the Garhas in text, meter or
language.

Having entered the field of Zoroas-
trian studies via comparative philology
studying Greek, Sanskrit and
the Iranian languages at Ox-
ford, Hintze earned her PhD
degree from Erlangen Uni-
versily with a thesis on the
Zamyad Yashi.

Reconstructing earlierritu-
als on the basis of the Vedas
{(the Rig Veda, according to
Hintze is of the same vinlage
as the Gathas i.e. about 1500
to 1200 BC) Hintze notes that
the Gods were then “invited
tocomedown from their heav-
enly abode, to the seat prepared for
them and be physically present in the
ceremony...As Zarathushtra was a priest
himself, it is logical to assume that as he
brought in new ideas he also devised
new forms of worship and that with
Zarathushtrabegan the worshipof Ahura
Mazda. We find in the YH that Ahura
Mazda is present in the sacred fire... the
most beautiful of his shapes... There is
no evidence that this was the principle
before Zarathushtra,” says Hintze.

The Zamyad Yasht recounts the
mythological history of Iran and speaks
of the khwarena (aura) which linked
Zoroastrian kings to Ahura Mazda. It
was worshipped as a divine attribute in
ancient times. “As long as human be-

ings have the khwarena, they are propi-,

tious,” notes Hintze.

During a two-month research stint in
India in early 1989 which Hintze spent
searching for old Avestan manuscripls
in private and public collections in
Bombay and Gujarat, she rediscovered
the “lost” manuscript F1 dated 1571
which is the ancestor manuscript of all
other extant Yasht manuscripts, notes
her bio data published by the KRCOI at
the time of the Congress.

Hintze amplifies how she had spent
two to three weeks in Navsari, Surat and
Udvada and has fond memories of the
Parsi householders who welcomed her
and showed her around. *T would like to
go back,” she smiled wistfully. In Bom-
bay and Gujarat she had found that books
had been kept well but the manuscripts
needed restoration by specialists.

Defining Zoroastrianism as “clearly
monotheistic.” Hintze is convinced that
Zarathushtra recognized only one God
— Ahura Mazda. “The core of Zara-
thushira’s teaching is that good and evil
have nothing in common,” that the du-
alism is purely ethical in nature. “The
Zoroastrian world view is universal,”
she maintains and though its “self-con-
tained philosophical and theological
system” remained confined to India
and [ran, it had its impact on Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.

Apart from her published doctoral
thesis Der Zamyd Yasht in 1994 which
contains the Avestan texts with a trans-
lation, commentary and glossary in
German and ashort English translation,
Hintze says she has worked on a series
of 15 articles on the Saoshyants, written
a text book on Zoroastrianism for Pen-
guin and has been getting involved with
the Pahlavi and Pazand translations of
the Avesta, particularly the Avesta-
Pahlavi versions of the 19th fargad of
the Videvdar. Her future plan, as noted
in January 2000 was to pursue the cen-
tral tenets of the faith from the Gathas
through the Pahlavi texts to later litera-
ture and beliefs.

Commending the generosity of
Mehraban and the late Faridoon Zartosh-
ty whose munificent donation has
funded her series of lectures on Zoroas-
trianism at SOAS, she comments on the
interest among students for this ancient
religion. While there are “always some
Zoroastrians who attend the SOAS lec-
tures,” Hintze has often been invited to
speak to the community at London’s
Zoroastrian House. She says she finds
the community's attitude to life posi-
tive and energetic. “There is eagerness
for knowledge and education.” As for
the community’s propensity 1o argue,
she cautions, "It is good to have discus-
sions as long as it does not become
destructive.”

And what about some of the people
of Central Asia, liberated from the So-
viet yoke, who claim Zoroastrian an-
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“A very happy Jamshedi Navroz"

cestry? “It is important to talk to them,
hear what they have to say, find out
which way they were Zoroastrians. Then
the community must decide (whether
or not accept them) as people feel.”

Commenting on the cultural changes
apparent between the Zoroastrians of
the subcontinent and their scions now
settled in the West, Hintze observes, *Tt
is important that (these changes) be
only outward, that the beliefs are pre-
served...”

“A TENDENCY TO LOSE THE..."
continued from page 214

collection of Zoroastrian manuscripts
in Avestan, Pahlavi and Persian, un-
known to European scholars. There are
similar small collections with private
individuals in Surat. *It would be nice
1o know where they are.” At the Euro-
pean research institute IsIAO there is a
project to acquire copics of all manu-
scripts and 100 important manuscripts
have already been reproduced so that
“if there is a fire or something, the main
items are preserved.” Noting that manu-
scripts were available in Iran up to the
beginning of the 20th century, Cereti
adds ruefully, “Now not a single one
can be found easily... Itis so easy to lose
a tradition.”

K

H. 0. & Admn Office:
Guru Himmat "A’ Wing

Dr Mascarenhas Road
Mazagaon, Mumbai 400010
Phone: 3723333, 3712715

Delivery Godown: B-Anjirwadi, Mount Road, Mazagaon, Mumbai 400010, Tel: 3725002/3724273
Thane: (1) Chitalsar, Manpada, S. V. Road, Next to Tatwadyan Vidhyapeeth, Tel: 5344823
(2) Purna Village, Thana Bhiwandi Road, Near Uttam Roadways, Tel: 913 71698
Vapi: Near R. T. O. Char Rasta G. I. D. C., Tel: (02638) 32766/32767
Valsad: Kamala Nehru Road, Tel: (02632) 53294
Billimora: Gohar Baug Road, Tel: (02634) 83397, 55676
Navsari: Opp Central Bank, Tel: (02637) 59009/59008
Delivery Godown: Zaveri Sadak, Tel: (02637) 59194
Udhna: Road No 2, Tel: (0261) 678612
Surat: Near Suraj Talkies, Falsa Wadi, Begam Pura, Tel: 435428/435712
Delivery Godown: Ring Road, Near Surat Textile Market, Tel: 621774
UNN: Delivery Godown Tel: (0261) 872807

I§) Kermani Transport Service

Truck Owners & Contractors

Branches:

Booking Office:

Opp Jakeria Masjid

7-C, Dhobi Street

Mumbai 400003

Phone: 3420271, 3420272
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3rd AVESTA WORLD CONFERENCE —TAJIKISTAN — SEPTEMBER 2001

Government of Tajikistan celebrated the 10th
Anniversary of the Republic afier Independence
from Ex-USSR by holding for the Third time
within 10 vears, the AVESTA WORLD CON-
FERENCE, in Dushanbe. This was organised ata
very high Official Level by the Academy of Sci-
ences, Zoroastrian College Presidem DAME DR,
PROF. MEHER MASTER-MOOS wasinvited as
the Offtcial Guest of the Government, along with
nine Scholars one each from nine countries in-
cluding Prof. Dr. Gerd Gropp from Genmiany.
Foroastrian College President took a delegation
that included Ervad Bahadur Aspi Nalladareo
of Banaji Atash Behram and three ladies from
Il and Iran.

Tajikistan is a small mountainous country
with a population of about & millions. Tajik
people take pride that their Ancestors were the
original Aryan peoples; and during the Kyanian
Drynasty, Asho Spitama Zarahushtra lirst spread
the “Pacgam” in the Count of the Kyanian Mon-
arch King Vishiasp in this geographical region o
their Ancestors, They are proud of their “*Kyani
Tokhum". About halfthe present populationisof
old Tajik Kyanian Stock. The OfMicial language
of the country is presently Persion - Tajik Dari.
These geographical regions were the Zoroas-
trian Kingdoms of Bactria, Soghdian and
Khorrassan, even during Achamenian epoch,
Adler the downfall of the last Zoroastrian Sassa-
nian Empire in [ran, Zoroastrans migrated from
the lower lying arcas around Shiraz - Tehran tothe
High Mountains where for centuries they were
saffie from Islam. After the Bukhara Caliphate was
established, Islam penetrated in these regions, but
the staunch Foroastrian strong holds of the
Maghavs in high mountains continued to survive,
right upto the communist era. During the 20th last
century for 30 vears, under Russian Communist
domination, this geographical area was carved
into the New Republics with new naumes and new
territorial boundaries, named Tajikistan,
Lizbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrghizia, Kazakstan;
and ALL RELIGIONS WERE BANNED. Build-
ings that were places of Worship of the Christians,
Zoroastrians, Muslims, Buddhists, and Jews were
converted into bazaars and offices.

Since 1991, after Independence, Tajikistan
Government is the only country in the World that
has made the great effons to revive the Ancient
Faith of the people. Tajikistan follows the Indian
Secular Constitution and gives freedom of Reli-
gion to all persons; and does not call itsell an
Islamic Republic.

Since 1991, the Tajikistan Government has
officially called Three World Avesta Confer-
ences as part of the Government Official Cel-
ebrations, The 151 World Avesta Conferenc was
held in Seprember 1992 as part of the 1st Republic
Anniversary Celebrations. The 2nd World Avesta

Conference was held in September 1996 as part of
the Sth Republic Anniversary Celebrations; and lust
year the 3rd World Avesta Conference was held in
2001 as part of the 10th Republic Anniversary Cel-
chrations, Zoroastrian College delegations were
invited 1o all three Avesta Conferences. At the last
conference, two imponant books were released -
The Entire Avesta in Persian language transla-
tion written in Cyrillic Russian Tajik Script by
Prof. Jamshed Parvonakhan so that school, col-
lege children and people can read and understand
the meaning of Avesta casily. This would help w
revive the Ancient Faith. The book of the discovery
of the “NAVROZE SCROLLS" in the mountain
of the Maghavs - Kuh-e-Mogh, by Prof. Irach
Bashiri, was also published by Government of
Tajikistan Academy of Sciences,

The Tajik people are prowd of their Persian
Culture: of Firdausi is the Tajik National Poct and
Shahnameh is studied in schools; of Avi Sina Father
of Medicine, Rudaki, of Persian poctry and grammar
and other great Khormassani Scholars. The Opera of
“Rustom and Sohrab™ was performed at the 10th
Republic Celebrations. Also, the play on the Lile
of Asho Spitama Zarathushira during the col-
chrations, In 1994, with UNESCO support, the
100h Anniversary Celebrations of Firdausi
Shahnameh was held in Penjikant, Tajikistan.

Since 1992, Tajik delegations are coming to
India through Zoroastrian College. Since then they
are asking support of Zoroastnians of India and
World Wide o help them to revive Zoroastrian
Religion in its original homeland. They want Fer-
sianspeaking Mobeds from India and other coun-
tries tocome o Tajikistan and consecrate Aglarics
and teach Foreastrian Religion to the people. In
1994, Ervad Dr. Peshotan Peer and Mobedan Mobed
Jehangini Turel were invited to the Shahnameh
Conference, but due 1o the War conditions then
prevailing, they could not go. As Indian Mobeds do
nol know Persian language, the Tajiks invited
Persian-speaking Irani Mobeds; and Mobed
Jumshedi Kamran has been visiing Tajikistan for
perfermingthe Navjotesol Tajik peopleand teach-
ing the Xoroastrian Religion in Persian linguage
there. Al present Zoroastrians from Tajikistan whose
Mavjotes have been performed are coming 1o India
10 study our Religion properly so that they can
themselves teach their own onginal Religion to their
own people on retuming home. Also, Zoroastrian
College has a Collaboration Project presenily under
way 10 prepan the book of the entire Avesta written
in Cyrillic Tayjik Script for the benefit of the persons
in Ex-USSR who are of Zoroastrian Ancestry and
whao want o new avail of their Constitutional Righis
to pray in their own Faith, Prof. Dr. Rustom
Fuzaylov, Head of English Department of the
Tajikistan Technological University is presently
in India for this Project work

ATABOVEADDRESSINCLUDING AVESTA
CONFERENCE BOOKS, NAVROZE
SCROLLS, ZOROASTRIANS WORLD WIDE
AT THE MILLENNIUM, IN SEARCH OF
DIVINE LIGHT cte.

WOULDYOU LIKE TOSUPPORT THE £0-
ROASTRIAN REVIVAL PROJECT OF
MAZDAYASNIE MONASTERIE? PLEASE
CONTACT ABOVE ADDRESS

-‘H I
B
Photo captions. 1] Presidenl Emomali
Rakhmonov with Dr. MMM and other inviled
Guesls al the 10th Republic Anniversary Cel-
ebrations. 2] Dr. MMM presenting the
Mazdayasnie Monasterie Avesta Conference
Book to Prof. Dr. Jamshedi Parvonakhan, with
Ervad Bahadur Aspi Malladaroo reciling the
Alash Niyagsh 3] Madame Maisara Kolonova,
President Tajik Friendship Society with Prof.
Akhror Mukhtarov and Dr. MMM




BOOKS

Is the Zarathushirian Religion Universal? by
Roni K. Khan, Publishedin2001 by H. J. Giara,
Dhunmai Building, 667, Lady Jehangir Road,
Dadar, Bombay 400014 (Tel: 4166204). Pp:
xiii+85. Price: Rs 100.

Roni Khan's book is appropriately “de-
dicated to the sacred memory of the
countless generations of our righteous
forbears whose faith and fortitude...
(have) made it possible for us, the Parsi/
Irani Zarathushtrians of today, to exist
as a living race with a living religion.”

The book is obviously a labor of
love. The kind of book that one opens
withexpectations and closes with profit.
Faithful to Milton's description of a
good book as “the precious life blood of
a master spirit embalmed and treasured
on purpose to a life beyond life.” Deep
feeling and sound thinking expressed in
felicitous language make this book per-
suasive and also pleasant to read.

The tenets of or-
thodoxy are ex-
pounded from a fresh
viewpoint. The Pref-
ace starts by empha-
sizing that the word
‘orthodoxy” has no
sinister connotations
but really means
“straight or right doc-
trine.” And the author
rightly stresses that
“our business should
beonly withissuesand
not with personali-
ties." Rightly also he
insists that “it is the
Zarathushtrian reli-
gion alone which has been able to sus-
tain  the Parsi
people,” and that we
are the “faithful car-
rier of & unique and
toleram culwre.”

The community
today faces two ma-
jor problems — one
of quantity, the other
of quality. In the first
place the number of
Zoroastrians (particularly in India) is
getting less and less, In the second place
this diminishing number is regrettably
{(with notable exceptions) becoming less
and less “Zoroastrian.” The label re-
mains, the substance is wearing thin.

o K, Khan

The >arathushtvian  Peligion Tfoiversal ¥

e

Khan: concern
Sor the faith
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According to Khan,
it is now truly a ques-
tion of survival. The
message of the book is
simple, and the author
summarizes it thus:
“There are quarters in
the world today where
the Parsi race and the
Zarathushtrian reli-
gion are simulta-
neously becoming un-
recognizable. What
both Alexanderandthe
Arabs tried but failed
to do, we may yet ac-
complish by our own
hand — God forbid!

“We are talking survival. The mes-
sage is already writ in large letters on
the wall. A few more calculated shoves
by heterodox hands and we will go over
the brink. This is the ultimate message
of this book, albeit
between the lines.”

The approach of
the book is the ap-
proach of the new
millennium. Wit-
ness some of the
headings: “*Proof Of
The Pudding,” “Di-
versity In Nature,”
“The Ace Turmns Into
a Joker.”

If one wants 10
understand certain
aspects of our reli-
gion and to see a
paladin of ortho-
doxy strive with fer-
vor and felicity to explain and expound
in simple language its eternal truths,
one has only to buy the book, and spend
an hour or two reading it.

Well written and well produced, fs
the Zarathushirian Religion Universal?
deserves 1o be read by as many Zara-
thushtrians as are really concerned for
their faith today, NADIR MODI

Prayerful prescriptions
Jarthosti Jindagl Jivwani Jadibullio by Rusi
Faramroz Besania. Published in 2001 by the
chairman and trustees of the World Zoroas-
trian Organisation Trust Fund, Shanti, Sthfloor,
6, Banaji Street, Fort, Bombay 400001. Pp: 98.
Price: Not mentioned.

To my knowledge Rusi Besania, one of

our long-standing Parsi
wrilers, has been writing
in Gujarati since the lale
1980s. 1 remember his
first work, Shahmamana
Sunder Prakrano, chap-
ters from the Shah
Nameh, well written ex-
cept for a few spelling
{fodni) mistakes. By now
Besania has written over
20 books in Gujarati,
some of them memorial
volumes, like Vyara-
Songadh Parsi Jarthosti
Anjuman Dar-e-Meher.

Besania's book under
review would be useful to all Zarathushti
readers for, living up to its name, it
explains how a Zoroastrian can conduct
his life under the
guidance of the
religion’s potent
prayers. But the im-
port of the man-
thravani is only for
those who practise
the religion faith-
fully. By praying
the 101 names of
Dadar AhuraMazda
or any other Nyaish
or Yashis as sug-
gested by the author, or by having sin-
cere faith in the Avesta prayers given to
us by the Paigambar Saheb, the devotee
can cure himself of deep-seated worries
orillnesses. Of this there is ample proof,

From page one to 98 the work under
review is wrilten in simple language.
Sanskritized words have been avoided
s0 there is no need for a shabda-kosh
(Gujarati dictionary) by your side.
Which brings to mind the oft-repeated
word, ankhyo for ‘ankhe’ the eyes.
Ankhyo is now obsolete, used only by
the working class and villagers of
Gujarat. The correct word is ankh (sin-
gular), ankho (plural).

In our present days of stress and
strain, the book proves to be a ready
reference. Besania deserves our sincere
thanks for sharing with us his knowl-
edge of the number of Yarhas or Ashems
or which Yasht or Nyaish is to be prayed
on which days and under what circum-
stances, That a prayer or manthravani is
the best remedy for the ills of today does
notrequire any scientific theary to prove

Besania:
remedial
references
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it. It is a matter of faith.
HORMAZDYAR 5. DALAL

Scholastic supremacy
A respected scholar and prolific author
who is credited with writing over 70
odd books besides innumerable essays,
articles and research papers, Dr Ervad
Jivanji Jamshedji Modi had a distine-
tive style of preparation.
With his illegible hand-
writing he would ask his

daughters to keep paper D SIRERUAD JIASII JAMSHED NODI

CLE A, TRTE, LLEX

and pencil handy to
record his fashes of in-
spiration. When he had
to do his own writing, he
would never sit down Lo
pen his thoughts but
wrote on blank sheets
kept on a high stand or
scribbling block while
standing, reports
Marzban J. Giara in his
book Shams-Ul-Ulama
Dr Sir Ervad Jivanjt
Jamshedji Modi.

Not surprisingly this 88-page book
has 12 pages devoted to his life sketch as
against 20 pages summarizing the differ-
ent essays and books he had authored in
his 79-year life spanning 1854-1933. His
expertise on varied subjects be it the
Zoroastrian religion or scriptures, the
customs of the Parsis, Tibetans, Ger-
mans, Arabs, the tribes
of India, folklore, be-
liefs and superstitions
among Persians and
Indians, freemasonry
and Hindu mythology
made him a valued
contributor to the jour-
nals of the Royal Asi-
atic Society of which
hewas honorary mem-
berandthe K.R.Cama
Oriental Insititute
(KRCOID) where he was president and
secretary at different times.

“He was for many years secretary of
the Parsi Punchayet in Bombay, a post
that gave direction to his main line of
study,” noted an obituary write-up in
the Times of London of March 29, 1933.
“He was preeminent among those fol-
lowers of the Zoroastrian faith who are
learned in its origins, literature and
teaching. There were no students of
Iranian culture in any part of the world
who did not admire his scholarship and
place reliance on his informed judg-

Giara:
chronicling a
savend
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ment,” added the write-up referring to
the academic distinctions that were con-
ferred on Modi by Indian and European
universities: Officier d’ Academie Fran-
caise in 1902, Chevalier of the Legion
of Honour in 1925, the LLD degree
from the Bombay University in 1931.
The Government of India made him an
honorary correspondent of the Archaeo-
logical Society in 1914
and bestowed on him
the title of Shams-ul-
Ulama. He was made a
Companion of the Or-
der of the Indian Em-
pire in 1917 and
knighted in 1930.

When the Bombay
University conferred on
him its highest honor of
LLDin 1931, Sir Ernest
Hotson, the governor as
chancellor of the Uni-
versity, referred to Modi
as “‘the mainstay of both
the Bombay Branch of
the Royal Asiatic Soci-
cty and the Bombay Anthropological
Society, not to mention other learned
societies in Bombay. He has long been
world famous as a scholar of the San-
skrit, Persian and above all, Avesta
tongues and he is unquestionably the
greatest living authority on the ancient
history and customs of the Parsis...”

Despite his large family of five sons
and six daughters born from his two
marriages (to Aimai and following her
demise to her sister Shirinbai), he was
wont to travelling alone on his innu-
merable sojourns abroad. But he al-
ways felt that “God was my companion
and guide and by his grace [ have re-
turned enjoying my journey and richer
in knowledge.” Considering that Giara
has sourced his knowledge from eight
other works, some more quotes by Modi
would have educated the reader.

In G. Natesan's book Famous
Parsees written in 1930 he writes, “Few
hard-working travellers would have
been at pains of visiting out of the way
places and remote nooks and comers as
Jivanji did to gather together the scat-
tered threads of history and to unravel
the tangled skeins of literary controver-
sies. Everything he saw gave him fresh
food for reflection, every person he
met, every place he visited he subjected
to his scholarly serutiny and in that way
from day to day his knowledge grew.
Such unwearing energy, such immer-

sion in work even during holiday tours,
such moral earnestness and such ex-
traordinary versatility of his scholarly
tastes and output as was evident in his
lectures and addresses filled his friends
in Europe and other parts of the world
with admiration.”

That the spacious hall on the ground
floor of the KRCOI is named after Modi
may be well known; that his portrait
adorns the Durbar Hall of the Asiatic
Library, the hall of the Atash Behram in
Navsari and the Anjuman Atash Behram
in Bombay may also be familiar but that
he was supposed to be the moving spirit
behind the erection of the Memorial
Column (Stambh) at Sanjan in 1920
one comes to learn on reading Giara’s
book. Besides serving as treasurer and
secretary of the Jarthosti Dharma
Sambandhi Kelavni Apnari Mandali he
was associated with the Gnyan Prasarak
Mandali, Jarthosti Dharmani Khol
Karnari Mandali, Mullan Feroze
Madressa, Rahnumae Mazdayasnan
Sabha and the Parsi Lekhak Mandal.

Bringing to life the persona, his fam-
ily and institutions with which the sa-
vant was connected are the 36 pages of
photographs which add value to this
book priced at Rs 150 and published by
Din Publications, 306, M. B. House,
ard floor, 79, Janmabhoomi Marg,
Bombay 400001, Tel: 2846521/22,
Dedicating this book to the scholar,
Giara who is the author of such works as
the Global Directory of Zoroastrian
Fire Temples, the Zoroastrian Pilgrims
Guide and Parsi Statues notes, “"May
his life inspire the present and future
generations to serve their fellowmen.”
A humble scholar constantly in pursuit
of wisdom, Modi had once acknowl-
edged, “We have so much to know and
learn in this world that what we know is
inconsequential.”  PARINAZM.GANDHI

Learning the letters
Having authored different books in
Gujarati like Parimal and Ramya Katha

‘Shabdoni, Bejon N. Desai has realized

that “very many enthusiastic Gujaratis,
mainly Parsis, Jains and Vaishnavas
are now in a hurry to learn the language
of their forefathers i.e. Gujarati. They
now want their children also to learn
Gujarati whether they are in India or
abroad,” This primer, Learning
Gujarati through English ishence “spe-
cially written and published in English
language only so that most of the young
and adult learners abroad can make use
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of it in a facile manner,”
notes the author in his
introduction.

The practice of trans-
literating or transcribing
prayers and scriptures in
the Roman script has,
according to the author,
“not at all served the pur-
pose of learning in a
proper manner, simply
because the Roman script
does not lend itself to the
correct phonetic pronun-
ciation so vital for the
proper recital or reading
and understanding of the
contents.”

Those who are keen to learn how the
Guijarati script is to be written using
vertical, horizontal and slanting lines,
curves, circles and hooks will find here
lucid explanations for each alphabet with
its corresponding usage and phonetic
sound. In fact 110 of the 138 pages in this
book are devoted to this exercise. “Your
book Learning Gujarati through English
is really intended to teach (the) Gujarati
alphabet,” M. A. Mehendale of Poona's
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
is quoted in the book. If the Devnagiri

Learning Gujarati
through English

Bama, Theti

scriptis already known,
learning the Gujarati
script is easy in which
case the pupil may
progress to the lessons
which start with one let-
ter words like baa and
maa (meaning mother),

l gradually proceed 1o
five letter words like
masaaledaar (spicy)

and chamakdaar

(glittering) andend with

one page of math sums.

For those conver-

sant with the spoken

Gujarati word bul

fumbling with the written language
this book would be ideal but those
hoping to comprehend and partici-
pate in Gujarati discussions may con-
tinue to be at a loss for words. The
two practice sessions In sentence
formation may not suffice to gauge
the trainee’s prowess in sentence for-
mation but they do well reflect Desai’s
spiritual leanings and philosopy of
life. “Brother Bejon is a man of that
true scholarship which blends knowl-
edge with qualities of character and
both with the spirit of reverence and

devotion,” Dada Jashan P. Vaswani
is quoted in the book. Principal emeri-
tus of the Boys’ Town Public School
in Nasik, Desai’s earlier works in-
clude Avestan Scripture transcribed
in Devnagiri script, Homage Unto
Asho Zarathushtra, Thus spake the
Master and biog-
raphies of Sir
Jivanji Modi and
industrialist J. N,
Marshall.

The book priced
at Rs 150 was pub-
lished in 2001 by
Navaz Publication
(De Sai, 111 Shiv-
giri Colony, Desou-
za Marg, College Road, Nasik 422005,
Tel: 57782 1) and is dedicated to Desai’s
gurus who taught him Vedic Sanskrit
and Prakrit — the late Swami Gangesh-
waranandji Udasin and the late Hari-
vallabh Bhayani. Referring to the con-
tents of the book as constituting “very
unusual, interesting material worth
knowing duringone’s lifetime,” DrSam
Bhacca, president of the Surat Parsee
Panchayat commented, “The book has
the indelible mark of your authorship.”

P.M.G.

Desai: Gujarani
made easy

And whoso fosters zealously all Life,
He doth assure himself a place within
The Realm of Asa and of Vohu Man.””

(Yasna 33.3 translation by L. J. Taraporewala)

“Whoso unto the Righteous acteth just, —
Whether as ‘Self-Reliant’ he be known,
Whether ‘Co-worker’ named, or ‘Friend’ addressed,
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MILESTONES

The age of Zoroastrian brides (as
listed in this issue) ranged be-
tween 18 and 33 years, the arith-
metic mean (the total number of
individual ages divided by the
tedal number of brides) being 25
years. The cormesponding figures
for the grooms were 23 and 49
years, averaging at 29 years,
There were only 19 births in
the first month of the new year
as per the data received by
Parsiana versus 86 Zoroastri-
ans who were consigned to the
Bombay Doongerwadi. Heart
disease claimed 33 victims of
whom 17 were over the age of
80. Lung disease/pneumonia
and cancer ook a toll of nine
and cight lives respectively.
Five patients each succumbed
to old agefgeneral debility and
kidney failure whereas four
each fell prey to traumatic hac-
morrhage and shock and brain
disease. Three and two patients
respectively succumbed Lo sep-

ticemia and Parkinson's dis-
case. There were 12 isolated
cases registered in January,
They were: respiratory tracl
infection, gastro-intestinal
bleed, pyrexia (very high fe-
ver), malnutrition, nervous dis-
order, AIDS, Alzhcimer's dis-
ease, arthritis, anemia, liver
discase, depression and hypo-
proteinemia (deficient protein
in the blood plasma). A still-
born baby and two youths (16
and 18 years) were also lost to
the community. The eldest to
breathe her last was a 101-year-
old lady. The Zoroastrian life
expectancy al birth for January
2002, in Bombay, was 76 years.

The data on births, mar-
riages and deaths has been com-
piled from information supplied
by various newsletters and anju-
mansin Indiaand abroad, courts
and hospitals. This information
is not always complete or con-
sistent: we are unable 1o carry

data from arcas where the anju-
mans do not furnish the par-
ticulars; the birth figures for
Bombay are supplied by two
hospitals — birhs in suburban
hospitals and private nursing
homes are not included unless
individuals send us informa-
tion together with a copy of the
birth certificate. There may be
an inadvertent repetition of
names in the marriage list when
a ¢ivil marriage precedes a re-
ligious ceremony. In the break-
up of deaths according to ill-
nesses, especially of the eld-
erly, death is often due 1o a
combination of several dis-
CASCS.

If readers have any births/
marriagesfdeaths they would
like published, some proof 1o
ensure the veracity of the re-
port would be required. We
are sure our readers would ap-
preciate this requirement and
cooperate with us,

AHMEDABAD

BORN

A boy, Danesh, 1o Pearl
and Farhad Tarapore on
Seprember 14, 2001

BOMBAY

BORN

A girl, Hufriya, 1o Daliak
and Porus Kermani,
January 1, 2002

A girl 1o Razvin and
Hemavand Namdarian;
January 3

A girl, Freya, to Perces and
Hormuz Balsara, sister lo
Ardashir and late Hoshang;
January 11

A boy, Jehangir, 1o Nilufer
and Meher Hakim, brother to
Benaiza; January 15

A girl to Khorsheed and
Firdash Anklesaria;
January 17

A boy o Ancesha and Rusrom
Mistry; January 17

A girl, Mahikaa, 10 Mehr and
Arjun Rampal; January 17
A boy o Dilkhush and
Burgess Cooper, January 18
A girl, Zeena, 1o Taira and
Mehernosh Khambatta,
January 19

A boy to Sanaya and Zal
Sethna; January 19

A boy to Pearl and Zubin
Hilloo, January 21
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A girl o Beroz and Khushru
Siganporia; January 21

A boy o Armavaz and Meher
Master; January 22

A boy o Ayesha and Darius
Soonawalla; January 22

A girl 10 Sona and Zubin
Darnwalla; January 23

A boy to Mehernaz and Firoze
Merchant; January 24

A girl, Vahishta, 10 Shiraz and
Percy Fitter, January 235

A girl 1o Meher and Anosh
Munshi; January 25

A girl, Meher, 1o Monaz and
Aspi Lords January 31

MARRIED

Ruhanghiz Dinyar Kabir and
Behram Gustasp Sethna;
January 3

Nazneen Minoo Chiney and
Homyar Rohinton Bhabha;
Januvary 4

Anahita Hoshang Elavia and
Pedman Faramarz Dadnam;
January 4

Oaravis Homi Colah and
Jehangir Jimmy Panthaki,
January 3

Rosanna Percy Pastakia of
Thana and Sarosh Bomi Parel,
January 5

Khorshed Soli Bulsara and
Hoshi Keki Kanga; January 7
Persis Behramgore
Pochkhanavala and Percy

Keki Wadia; January 7

Tanaz Bahadir Nava of Vasm
and Farhad Noshir Davar;
January &

Hilla Ardeshir Vazifdar and
Adil Dinshaw Dumasia;
January &

Pinaz Homi Talat and Xerxes
Percy Master;, January 11
Yasmine Dhanjishaw Davar
and Dinyar Homi Raging,
January 14

Yasmin Farcdoon Patel and
Cyrus Jimi Pavri: January 15
Azarmidokhe Daryush
Parestani and Kaikhushroo
Behram Rodmanesh of New
York; January 15

Shiraz Peshotan Qlpadwalla
and Percy Jehanbuy Badhni-
walla; January 17

Berose Jimmy Batty and Vizak
Jehanbux Badhniwalla;
Janwary 17

Perveen Noshir talia and
Mehernosh Erach Avart,
January 13

Kashmira Parvez Ganehi and
Firdosh Homi Bhathena;
January 18

Kainaaz Dadi Khandhadia
and Fardaad Aspi Choksey;
January 19

Ambrose Pervaze Dubash and
Hormazd Pheroze Commissar-
iaf; January 20

Farnaaz Rehinton Havewala

of Poona and Pirzad Navroz
Ginwala of Ahmedabad;
January 20

Farzana Pervez Mistry of
Thana and Mahivar Daravus
Keravala, Janwary 20
Farengiz Dinyar Tirandaz and
Aspi Vistasp Crawford;
January 21

Meherangiz Adi Patel and
Oorvaksh Farrokh Naterwala,
January 21

Persis Jimmy Chesson and
Ruzbel Phiroze Patel;
January 21

Urvakshi Kersi Mistry and
Burzin Sam Mela; January 22
Yasmin Adi Sagar and Shavak
Jasi Kapadia; January 24
Anahita Behram Khandhadia
and Bomi Homi Patel,
January 24

Pinky Parvez Irani and Adil
Jimmy Anklesaria; January 26
Meher Dara Mistri and Fram
Darab Warden; January 26
Anahita Farokft Daruwalla
and Khorezad Homi Dordi;
January 27

Monaz Kersi Wadia and
Kerman Kersi Kapadia;
January 27

Ferzin Telmul Gabba of
Jamshedpur and Vispi Dara
Karbhari; January 27

Hufrish Sam Bharwcha and
Percy Kershasp Birdy,
January 28

Persis Adal Sutaria and Cyrus
Jimmy Dubash; Janvary 28
Azmin Samshed Driver and
Jehangir Sohrab Faroogh;
January 28

Meher Dara Daruwalla and
Keki Jal Guard: January 28
Zubina Farokh Doctor of
Ahmedabad and Khushen Jal
Tavadia; Janwary 31

DIED

Boman Pashulan rani (81),
residing at 212, Rajneclam
Bldg, Dr Rajabali Patel Rd,
Breach Candy, 400026:
January 2

Shervar Rustom Mavandadi
(793, 11, Engincer Bldg,
Sleater Rd, 400007; January 2
Shirinbai Hormuzji Trani
(101), Mubarak Manzil, H. K.
Marg, Dahanu Rd, Dist Thana,
401602; January 3

Savak Maneckji Mistry (89),
E/6, Daswani Co-op Hsg Soc,
Four Bglws, Andheri (W),
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400053; January 3
Dalat Burjor Teorkay (90),

44, Ferry Rd, Bandra, 400050;

January 3

Perin Keki Udvadia (85), 302,

Bluemoon Apts, 14th Rd,
Bandra, 400050; January 3
Sarah Gustad Dastoor (88),
15, Swami Gyanjivandas Rd,
MNear Dadar Rly Stn (E),
400014; January 4

Jehanbuwx Dinshawji Farakia
(80, F. 5. Parukh Dharams-
halla, Hughes Rd, 400007;
January 4

Kharshed Minocher Subedar
(83}, Ascension Hse, 3, Bom
Rd, Bandra (W), 400050,
January 4

Freny Ratanji Balsara (80},
Iehangir Mans, Hughes Rd,
400007; January 5

Behram Jamshedii
Vaghaiwala (93), 2, Rustom
Baug, Victoria Rd, Byculla,
400027; January 5

Dolat Gustad Sidiwa (65),
Ahura Apts, Near Parsi
Agiary, Mota Parsiwad,
Valsad, 396001; January 6
Percy Jamshed Varcha (50,
2717, Old Khareghat Clny,

Hughes Rd, 400007; January 6

Meheran Eruch Mullanfiroze

FIGURES AT A GLANCE"
Bombay India World
Thisissue 2001 2002o Thisissue 2001% 20020  Thisissue 200t% 20020
BIRTHS
Boys 8 9% 8 2 - e
Gids i1 a8 1 - 7 — 4 29 4
MARRIAGES
Parsi K 251 a7 1 16 - — 11 -_—
INTERCOMMUNAL
Males married out — 18 —_ — 1 — — 1 —
Females married out - 14 — -_ 1 —_ 1 -
DEATHS
CONSIGNED
Males 43 432 43 4 64 4 i 44 —
Females 43 454 43 & 39 6 2 K| 1
CREMATED
Males — 8 — = = - = - -
Females — g — - - — - — -

*Running totals for 2001 (January 2001- March 2002 issues)

~Running totals for 2002 (March 2002 issue)

Overseas deaths are listed in the consigned column as Parsiana does not have a breakup of those cremated.

*These figures pertain o information provided to or collected by Parsiana. They do not represent the
total number of births, marriages and deaths in the Zoroastrian community in India and abroad.

(807, 1245, Gamadia Clny,
Tardeo, 400007 January 7

Keki Jalejar Pastakia (36), Sawant Marg, Jogeshwari
40404, Aibani Classic, Capt (W), 400102; January 7

Byculla Pharmacy

Stores and Wine
Department
at Byculla (East)

Byculla, Mumbai 400027
Tel Nos: 3725836/3776537

54 years of dedicated
customers service

SSE S SN S

e il = B e

We wish all our Patrons Saal Mubarak

Masina Hospital

Chemist

Chemists and

Druggists

Byculla, Mumbai 400027

Tel Nos: 3703776
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ENGINEERING & AGENCIES

Private Limited

Represent

1. W. Schlafhorst AG & Co. - Germany for Automatic Winding Machine
*Autoconer” and Open End Spinning and Winding Machine *Autocoro’

2. Picanol N. V. - Belgium for Airjet and Rapier Weaving Machines

3. Loepfe Brothers Ltd. - Switzerland for Electronic Yarn Clearers

and Monitoring Systems

4. Fong’s National Engineering Co. Ltd. - Hongkong for atmospheric and high
temperature dyeing machines for all kinds of knitted and woven fabrics, high
temperature package dyeing machines and dryers including Radio Frequency Dryer
5. Barco N. V. - Belgium for Monitoring Systems and cotton sorters

6. Sucker Mueller Hacoba GmbH & Co. - Germany for Indigo Dyeing and
Sizing Machine, Emerizing, Shearing and Raising Machines and

Sectional and Direct Warpers

7. Yerbrugge N. V. - Belgium for all Weaving accessories

8. Textilmaschinenfabrik Dr. Ernst Fehrer AG - Austria for Friction

spinning & Non/woven plants

9. Otto Funke GmbH & Co. KG - Germany for high class energy efficient jiggers for
atmospheric dyeing having directly driven rollers without any kind of gear boxes

For full particulars please contact at:

Ahmedabad office: Cambatta Central, Bharat Bobbins Lid Premises, Rakhial Road, Ahmedabad 380023
Phone: (079) 2740925/2744500

Fax: (079) 2742651/2743649 E-mail: engamd @enaindia.com

Mumbai office: Sterling Centre (4th Floor), Dr Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai 400018
Phone: (022) 4932327, 4988512
Fax: (022) 49860358 E-mail: cmb@bom3.vsnl.nel.in

Coimbatore office: 36, Vinayahar Kovil Street, Krishnasamy Nagar, Ramanathapuram, Coimbatore 641045
Phone: (0422) 317471, 313987
Fax: (0422) 312750 E-mail: enacto@md5.vsnl.net.in
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Aloe Kaikhusroo Darwwalla
(%4}, Cama Bldg. 739, Rd no
5, Parsi Clny. Dadar, 400014,
January 8

Chandan Byramji Morris (85),
11/B, Flower Queen, Yeera
Desai Rd, Andheri (W),
400058; January 8

Minoo Savaksha Pardiwalla
(65), Milan Cottage, Dhanu-
karwadi, Gokhale Rd,
Kandivli (W), 400067:
January 8§

Najoo Hormusji Parvez (93).
/1. Harbour Heights, Colaba,
400005; January 8

Dara Pestonfi Siodia (83),
54755, Chateau Siodia,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari
(W), 400102; January &

Perin Ardeshir Antia (82),
Room no 20, Irani Dharam-
shalla Bldg, Gamdevi,
400007; January 9

Pestonji Ratanshaw Bhathena
(83), B0, Godrej Baug,

Off Nepean Sea Rd, 400036
January 9

Dhine Noshir Dastre (770, 13,
Seth Jamshedji Tata Bldg,
Tata Blecks, 5. V. Rd, Bandra
(W), 400050; January 9

Gool Jelangini Chaksey (27),

F. §. Parukh Dharamshalla,
Hughes Rd, 400007;

January 10

Mani Savakshaw Bhathena
(T8}, Vakil Bldg, 683/A,
Khareghat Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; January 11
Daular Cawas Dubash (82),
202, Krishna Apts, Four
Bglws, Andheri (W), 400058;
Januvary 11

Perin Khushroo Dinshaw (69),
A0, Mazdock Apts, Seven
Bglws, Andheri (W), 400061;
January 12

Baby of Amy Rohinton
Ichaporia (stillborn), 4. Parakh
Bldg, Gilder Lane, Opp
Mavjivan Soc, 400007;
January 12

Horniusii Nanabhoy Mistry
(83), 42, Shroff Hse, Sleater
Rd, 400007; January 12
Goolamai Darabshaw Patel
(77}, X-84/11. Godrej Station
Side Clny, Vikhroli (E),
400079; January 12

Dara Pirojshaw Siodia (T6),
Dinshaw Hse, 732, 1. Vima-
dalal Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; January 12

Gool Kersasp Gandhi (T7),
8371, Sakarbai Bldg, 22/C,

Mawab Tank Rd, Mazagaon,
400010; January 13

Homai Burjorfi
Bhiwandivalla (800, PF1, 5. B,
Bharucha Baug, 5. V. Rd,
Andheri (W), 400058;
January 14

Shireen Ericl Mehta (34),
302, Samudra Setu, Saher
Agiary Lane, B. Desai Rd,
400026; January 15
Manekshaw Fardoon Mullan
(86), Engincer Bldg, 259,
Princess St, 400002;

January 15

Perviz Mahiar Dastoor (71),
Bs3, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Byculla, 400027;
January 16

Cawas Framroz Mogul (81),
12, Papa Bldg, Contractor
Baug, Mori Rd, Mahim,
400016; January 16

Adi Cawasji Bastawala (66),
House no 6, National Library
Rd. Bandra (W), 40005(0;
Januwary 17

Minoo Pherajsha Dubash
(85), 2/A, Sherbanoo, 111, M.
Karve Rd, 400020; January 17
Sheroo Jal Kapadia (86),
Shalimar, 216, Marine Drive,
400020; January 17

Dara Bomeansia Khan (72),
Tirupati Apts, B. Desai Rd,
400026; January 18

Perin Nadirshah Nadirshah
{77}, 33/189, Petin Bldg. Opp
Grant Rd Sin (E), 400007;
January 18

Roshan Mino Pavri (80), 584,
Jilubai Wadia Bldg, Lady
Jehangir Rd. Matunga,
400019; January 18

Addi Faramroze Vakil (87},
1/A, Somersel Place, Sophia
College Lane, Breach Candy,
400026, January 18
Jehangir Dhunjiblioy Sethna
(76), West View, 616, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; January 19
Manek Meherfi Bhathena
(67, AJ1T1, Jolly Maker Apts
No 1, Cuffe Parade, 400005;
January 21

Tehemion Jamshedii Dadinach
(42}, G-6/19-20, Jesal Park,
Bhayander (E). Dist Thana,
401105; Januvary 21

Dalar Fulad Demehri (70),
23, Khudabaksha Bldg,
Mazagaon, 400010;

January 21

Farzad Kersi Ghadivali (16},
Kudiyana Bldg, 679, Katrak

With Best Compliments From

and Company

Specialised in

Victoria Garden, Bombay 400027

R. NOWROJEE

MICR Cheques, Public Issue
and Multicoloured Offset Printing

Pallonji Compound, Dadoji Kondev Cross Marg,

Tel: 3745863, 3722550, 3745825 Fax: 3704930
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Rd, Wadala, 400031;

Januvary 21

Minea Pestonji Kalvaniwalla
(83}, B/13, Rustom Baug,
Victoria Rd, Byculla, 400027,
January 21

Tehmina Peshatan Antia (88),
701, Devkripa, Mogul Lane,
OIf Sitladevi Temple Rd,
Mahim, 400016; Janwary 22
Behram Boman Baria (66), 3,
Anjuman Bldg, Kalyan (W},
421301; January 22

Rusi Savakshaw Contractor
(80), 7/5, Wadia Bldg,
Malcolm Baug, Jogeshwari
(W), 400102; January 22
Minoo Samshedji Dhalfa (72).
Dina Manzil, 792, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014; January 22
Kary Bomeansha Kotwal (67),
11/A, Daruwala Bldg, South
Low Level, Mana Chowk,
400007; January 22

Nariman Jehangir Merchan
(84}, T8, West View, Rd no
25, Gandhi Market, Sion (W),
400022 January 22

Villa Rusrom Mistry (86},
785/C. Khareghat Rd, Parsi
Clny. Dadar, 400014;

January 22

Dareelest Homi Seervai (80),

Mehernaz, Culfe Parade,
400005; January 22

Roda Firoz Aria (84), Gulab-
simmovihar, 759, Rd no 7,
Parsi Clny, Dadar, 400014;
January 23

Nergish Jal Driver (77}, 7,
Phalguni Sarojini Rd,
Santacruz (W), 400054;
January 23

Dheenjishaw Burjorji Ratnagar
(81), ASS, Tardeo Chmbs,
Kashinath 51, Tardeo, 400034,
January 23

Jangoo Minocher Godref (67),
Sir Dorab Tata Bldg no 2,
Tata Clny, 5. V. Rd, Bandra,
A00050; January 24

Adi Dinshawji Elavia (75),
201, Ganga Bldg, Ambadi Rd,
Vasai (W), Thana, 402202;
January 25

Roshan Gustad Dastoor (67),
West View, 616, Jame
Jamshed Rd, Parsi Clny,
Dadar, 400014;

January 26

Banoo Hemi Echaporia (91),
Dina Manzil, 792, Jame
Jamshed Rd. Parsi Clny,
Daddar, 400014; January 26
Mahrookh Khodebux Trani
(51), Gangadevi Bldg,

Uranwala 51, Grant Rd,
400007; January 26
Rustom Ardesiir Trani (87),
6-B. Girnar Apts, Nergish

Duu Rd, 55, Pali Hill, Bandra,

400050; January 26

Themy Hirjee Korwal (89},
Khorshed Mhl, 725, Dinshaw
Master Rd, Parsi Clny, Dadar,
400014; January 26

Homai Nacraji Machiiwala
(713, C/1-1, Avabai Petit
Chawl, Balaram 51, Grant Rd,
400007; January 26

Roshan Bomansieonw Boam
(63), Family Hse, 794, Parsi
Clny, Dadar, 400014;
January 27

Telming Divenjisha Darmwala
(88), Irani Bldg, Balaram St
Grant Rd, 40007; January 27
Beliram Diwnjisha Melia
(68), P. A. Wadia Bldg, G8E,
Dinshaw Master Rd, Parsi
Clany, Dadar. 400014;

January 27

Shirin Behram Mistry (79),
Taher Bldg, Jalbhai St, Charni
RBd Jn, 400004; January 27
Mehroo Dali Bomeanji (799,
-2, Jer Baug, Dr Ambedkar
Rd, Byculla, 400027,

January 28

Jehangir Hormusii Gandfi
(91}, B, Ginwalla Bldg.
Captain Clny. Tardeo,
A00034; January 28

Jal Nusserwanji Parel (85),
Hendre Bldg, 8. Sleater Rd,
JO0K0T; January 28

Dara Nasarvanji
Vaghehhipawalla (70), 3/1,
Scth Musserwanji Tata Bldg,
Tata Blocks, 5. V. Rd.
Bandra, 400050; January 28
Phiroze Ardeshir Baria (77).
13-7, Malinee Apts, Mahakali
Caves Rd, Andheri (E},
400093; January 29

Burjor Jehangir Suntook (84),
Mody Mans, Mereweather Rd,
Apolle Recl, 400001

January 29

Perin Behram Bhalda (79),
423, Samundra Mahal, Dr
Annie Besam Rd, Worli,
400018; Janvary 30

Ashish Adil Trani (18),

13/54, Navyug Niwas, Dr D. B.
Marg, 400007; January 30
Sawaksha Jalejar Mistey (T2).
H/14, Mowroz Baug, Lalbaug,
400012; January 30

Ardeshir Mancherji
Heeramaneck (84), Napean
Ter, Napcan Sca Rd, 400036:
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January 31

Pestonji Jehangivji Karkaria
(91}, 61, Amit, Ghagh Marg,
Prabhadevi, 400025;
January 31

Roda Bomansha Mehta (69),
29, Karelwadi, Thakurdwar,
400002; Janvary 31

Fali Rustomji Mistry (76),

P26, Nowroz Baug, Lalbaug,

400012; January 31

CALCUTTA

BORN

A boy, Rohan, o Jasmin
and Sourav Mazumder,
November 29, 2001

MARRIED
Miranda Martin and Ronnie
Tarapore: December 21

DIED
Kersasp Maliar Dastur, hus-
band of late Silloo and father
of Maki; January 19, 2002

SURAT

MARRIED

Zinobia Vajifdar, daughter
of Saker and Aspi, and
Cyrus Dotivala, son of
Yasmin and Jamshed;

December 2, 2001

HED

Dinamai Faramji
Ambapardiwala (76), Village
Amba, Taluka Mandvi,

Dist Surat, 394160;

January 2, 2002

Puralamai Hormaszaji Patel
(%6), Mariman Home and
Infirmary, Shahpore, 395003;
January 9

Jalejar 3. Datiwala (84),
MNariman Home and Infirmary,
Shahpore, 395003; January 10
Mehernose Maneckshaw Parel
(38), Parsiwad, Village
Kudiyana, Taluka Olpad. Dist
Surat, 394540; Janvary 20
Rohinten Nariman Bhathena
(50), Pader Mohallo, Village
Bhatha, Dist Surat, 394510,
January 21

Minog Hosangji Chiniwala
(85), Kelani Vakhar, Lalgate,
395003; January 23

Villamai Darabshaw Dalal
(79}, Adagra St, Nanpura,
395001; January 24
Dosanmai Dadabhai
Bhamgara (85), Rani Talao,
Bibini-wadi, Sayedpura,
395003; January 27

UDVADA

HED

Kaikobad Phirozefi Dastur
(76), husband of late
Bakhtawar and father of
Khushroo and Zenobia
Peshotan Sidhwa: January 25
CANADA

Ontario

BORN

A girl, Taina, to Farida and
Yezdi Greard, sister to Zehann
and Farishya in Oakville,
January 4

A girl, Yasna, 1o Armin and
Nawzer Mistry, sister 1o Yazad
in Mississauga; January 8

NEW ZEALAND

BORN

A girl, Tanya, to Hufrish and
Jal Mehta in Auckland;
January 7

A girl, Karishma, 1o
Khushnooma and Cyrus
Khambatta in Auckland;
January 29

PAKISTAN

Karachi

DIED

Framroze B, Anklesaria,

father of Gaive;
December 16, 2001

USA

California

DIED

Aban Phiroze Patel;
Movember 17

Florida

MARRIED

Jahaneen Byramjee, daugh-
ter of Mahakhurshid and
Khushrooh, and Shaun
Johnsen, son of Dianne
and John in Tampa:
September 22

Texas

BORN

A boy, Zarins, to Shazneen
and Porus Buharivala in
Kingwood; November 26

RIED

Dally Framroze Nowrosji,
mother of Ruby Bejun
Anklesaria and Yasmin
Sheroy Haveliwala

in Houston;

January 11, 2002

Compiled by Roxana A, Diiver

AN APPEAL

Kindly draw your cheques in favour of
Parsi Ambulance Division

Parsi Ambulance Division is a pioneer division established since 1904
to provide ambulance and first-aid services to the members of public at large.

We do not charge for our services and sustain activities
purely on voluntary donations which are exempt under section 80G.

We appeal to the public to contribute to the funds as
we need to carry out major repairs in our headquarters building.

Address: Lady Wellingdon Building, 1, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Mumbai 400001 India
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1916 to 2002

Yhes of

PARSI DAIRY FARM

H.O. Princess Street, Tel.: 2062795, 2080711, 2013633/34
‘ Branches: Dadar Tel.: 4143031

Lalbaug Tel.: 4713584

Farm: Varawada — Talasari

B e s
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IN MEMORIAM

Satarawala’s salient touch

Died: Kershasp Tehmurasp Satarawala
85, former governor of the Punjab and
Goa, and India’s ambassador to Mexico,
in Poona on August 20, 2001, in his
sleep.

“As the senior-most among the [AS
(Indian Administrative Service) offic-
ers, he was looked up to with great
affection by his col-
leaguesinthe service,

As ahuman beinghe &
represented every- n
thing that was noble
and correct. I will al-
ways cherish very
pleasant memories of
my long friendship
with this great and
good man.” Maha-
rashira governor Dr
P.C. Alexander’s ful-
some praise presaged the tributes show-
ered on the former civil servant, gover-
nor and ambassador at a remembrance
meeting convened by Delhi Parsi
Anjuman president Lt Gen (retd) Adi
Sethna at Delhi’s India International
Centre on August 28, 2001,

“We meet this evening, as family
and friends, to remember and rejoice in
the life well spent of Padma Bhushan
Satarawala,” noted Sethna, “Everything
Kersi touched he adorned — wherever
he went he was looked up to and ad-
mired for his ability and at the same
time respected and loved for his human-
ity, his innate goodness, his care and
concern for his fellow men... Few are
aware of his great concern for, and his
efforts in binding together and encour-
aging, talent wherever it was found.”

To chief vigilance commissioner N.
Vittal, Satarawala “was not an ordinary
bureaucrat, He had the capacity to rise
above the details... not to look at any
file merely as a case to be disposed of
(but to) look at the larger implications
of any decisions that could be taken.

“His affection was universal and he
was one person who was not at all status
conscious... As advisor to the governor
of Gujarat in 1974, the ease with which
he moved around with the public and

Satarawala:
embodied
altruism
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Arnavaz S. Mama

won the affection of the people, espe-
cially while inspecting scarcity work or
work relating to rural development was
indeed remarkable...

I still remember the day in 1974
when [ took a batch of the latest recruits
of the TAS to him when he was advisor
to the governor. He had a look at the
young recruits and his first comment
was: ‘Do you people realize that you
will be retiring in the 21st century”
That was the first time [ have heard
anyone look 30 years ahead and articu-
late the fact that the century was com-
ing to an end though it was still a quarter
century away.”

Born in Satara on February 15, 1916,
the eldest of Tehmurasp and Meherbai's
four children, Kershasp arrived by car-
riage to his paternal home in Maha-
bleshwar where his father had a phar-
macy. A boarding student at Panch-
gani's Billimoria High School, Sa-
tarawala obtained his BA (Hons) in
cconomics from Poona's Wadia Col-
lege but opted to pursue his master’s
degree in political science at the Gov-
emment College in Lahore because he
had read that that institution had the
best tutors for the ICS (Indian Civil
Service) exam in all of India, informs
his wife Frainy. Though he stood 10th
at the all-India level, his appointment to
the civil service was deferred Lo accom-
modate two Muslim candidates. “The
British promised that if he joined the
army, after the war he could join the
ICS with 1941 seniority. That is what
happened,” writes Frainy.

Kershaspand Frainy (née Bilimoria),
whose father later became Bombay's
police commissioner, were married in
Belgaum in December 1947. In those
riot-ridden days Major Satarawala, then
a graduate of the Armed Forces Staff
College, Quetta holding the World War
Il campaign medals, the Burma Star,
the India Medal and the War Medal was
incharge of the Humayun's Tomb Camp
in Delhi whence thousands of Muslims
bound for Pakistan boarded the trains at
Nizammudin Station and Lady Mount-
batten made regular visits.

As a civil servant he was first posted
as assistant collector, Ahmedabad, and
then, Surat. There were a number of
Parsis in the Gujarat of those days,
owning large tracts of land and func-
tioning as patels in the villages, informs
Frainy. Posted as collector of the Dangs
(1949-52) Samarawala “loved his work
so much, he often said he'd be willing to
work without pay! she recalls.

But Delhi beckoned. He became
chief controller of imports and exports
when Lal Bahadur Shastri was the min-
ister for commerce. He headed the In-
dian delegation 10 ESCAP (Economic
and Social Commission on Asia and the
Pacific) meetings in Bangkok, was
managing dircctor, and later, chairman,
of Indian Airlines Corporation, secre-
tary to the Gujarat Government's De-
partment of Industries, Mines and
Power. On three separate occasions
(1971-72, 1974-75 and 1980), when
Gujarat came under President’s rule,
Satarawala was appointed advisor to
the governor — a function he also dis-
charged in Orissa (1973-74) and Jammu
and Kashmir (1977).

The Zoroastrian member of the Na-
tional Minorities Commission (1981-
83) his expertise was simultaneously
channelled into the organization of
ASIAD — the IX Asian Games held in
Delhi — as coordinator and vice chair-
man in 1981-82. Working from § a.m.
to the wee hours of the moming he
drove himself and his team to ensure the
suceess of the Games, and earned the
Padma Bhushan, remembered Frainy.

During a year's stint as lieutenant
governor of Goa, Diu and Daman, the
heads of 40 countries congregated for
the CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads
Of Government Meet) in Goa. Satara-
wala's personal attention to detail had
led then UK Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher to remark: “Governor, you are
everywhere!” recalled Frainy. He in-
troduced each of the Archacological
Survey of India’s (ASI) personnel at the
Old Goa pier to visiting dignitaries,
Chief Justice of India Sam Bharucha
had noted at the Delhi memorial meet,
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Frainy related to Parsiana, (Despite the
official duties Satarawala had found the
time Lo write o Parsiana regarding the
dakhma and agiary in Diu, answering
queries, providing material from ASI
publications.) The affection he inspired
was reflected in newspaper headlines
“Good Governor goes” and “Can’t he
stay longer?” remembered Frainy,

“He would have loved to stay on —
he loved Goa — but it was the Punjab
after Operation Blue Star in 1984 June.
He could not refuse. He was (required)
to soothe the feelings of the people, It
was most difficult. He needed time,”
she added.

His last posting was as Ambassador
to Mexico, Guatemala and El Salvador
where he studied and spoke Spanish @t
the age of 70 plus and was conferred the
Order of the Azlec.

He continued soldiering for the en-
vironment after his retirement as vice
president of the Bombay Natural His-
tory Society during the Society’s pain-
ful transition years after the demise of
renowned ornithologist Dr Salim Ali.
As J. C. Daniel, the Society’s honorary
secretary, noted in his letter of condo-
lence to Frainy, “Despite his problems
of age and ill-health, he made many
trips from (Poona) to (Bombay) to help
us... He embodied the spirit of altru-
ism.” Daniel wrote that his first en-
counter with Satarawala had been dur-
ing India’'s first major ecological project
— 1o save the habitat of the Asiatic lion
in Gujarat’s Gir National Park. Satara-
wiala was then advisor o the governor
but “always found time for selfless ser-
vice for the cause of conservation...
(and) was greatly instrumental in sav-
ing this wonderful species.”

He was a founder member of
INTACH (Indian National Trust for
Art, Culture and Heritage) and his en-
thusiasm for the preservation and resto-
ration of India’s heritage spilled over
into a series of letters to Parsiana on the
progress of the restoration of the Wadia-
built frigate HMS Trincomalee in Ply-
mouth, England, providing contacts and
material to enable us to do a cover story
on the project.

For five years he served as secretary-
general of the Family Planning Asso-
ciation of India (FPAI). President emeri-
tus of the FPAI Avabai Wadia records
in her memoirs, The light is ours, “Ala
meeting of the government Central
Council of Health and Family Planning
which 1 attended, the advisor to the
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governor of Gujarat, Satarawala, spoke
in such thoughtful and knowledgeable
terms on the importance of population
and family planning that I felt that, if
only we could have someone like that,
we could really progress. I knew his
high post of advisor was constitution-
ally for a limited period, and I ap-
proached him with some trepidation,
sinee what we could offer was nowhere
near as elevated as he was vsed to. But
he was a man of strong convictions and
showed an interest in working with us.
After a year when he fulfilled his other
commitments, he joined usinJune 1976,
This proved 10 be a milestone in ad-
vancing our work and prestige, for he
was highly able and commanded great
respect from all who met him,

“On two occasions, however, the
Central Government recalled Satara-
wala for important duties. On the first
oecasion it was to help organize the
general election in Kashmir and on the
second to help in organizing the presti-
gious Asian Games which India hosted.
When a third occasion arose in July
1981, Satarawala had to resign his post
with us as the Government appointed
him as a member of the Minorities
Commission and later as the governor
of Goa.”

Despite his preoccupations, being
on the directorial board of very many
companies, Satarawala continued his
lifelong love affair with the twin hill-
stations of Mahableshwar and
Panchgani. He knew all about their
flora and fauna. That is where he had
intended to retire, though he never
thought he ever would, reminisces
Frainy. He had made a deposit on their
Poona house “on an off-chance,” but in
the later years that became the base
from which he made his frequent enjoy-
able trips to visit his daughters and their
families — Phiroza and Vijay Singh in
Simla, Drs Anita and Amir Samaan in
England, Ferida who runs the foodline
Yum-Yum and radiologist Dr Avnish
Chopra in Delhi. His seven grandchil-
dren Ayesha, Nalin, Jai, Mark, Michael,
Naval and Avnish and two great-grand-
children Tasha and Reyhan were the
light of his eyes.

His passion for classical music never
waned. His LP (long playing) record
collection even during the war years
numbered 900-1,000 which he delighted
in playing on his handcranked gramo-
phone, recalls Frainy. Satarawala slip-
ped away in hissleepafier telling Frainy,

“Tam so sleepy.” "At9 p.m. we were al
a concert. By 1 a.m. he was no more,”
Frainy adds sadly.

Once he retired, he refused any invi-
tation to be chief guest, never pulled
rank, joined the queues al the post of-
fice as a rank and file Indian. AL the
Delhi meet journalist Inder Malhotra
recalled the commotion he had wit-
nessed at the Bombay airport because
Satarawala insisted on standing in the
queue! Frainy said he enjoyed sharing o
cup of tea with any plumber or carpen-
ter who worked in their home. *Accord-
ing to our religion you do not work for
rewards,” Satarawala had maintained.

Although his parents and brother
Jangoo had been consigned to the
dakhma in Poona, Kersi’s urn of ashes
rests in the Mahableshwar aramgah be-
cause of the unhappy conditions at
Doongerwadi now, says Frainy, add-
ing, “Kersi passed away the way he
lived — with dignity.”

Satarawala is survived by his wife
Frainy and their three daughters Phiroza
Singh, AnitaSamaan and Ferida Chopra,
and sister Thrity Irani.

The conscientious counsel
Died: Pheroz Pochaji (P, P.) Khambatta,
04, senior counsel, Bombay High Court
and Supreme Court of India and former
trustee of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet
(BPP), on September 29, 2001 in
Bombay lollowing cardio-respiratory
failure.

*He was that rarc
combination of a su-
perb lawyer and a
: perfect gentleman

A 4 and he embodied the
— finest qualities of
both,” remarked M.
5. Sanghavi, presi-
dent of the Bombay
Bar Association
(BBA) at a condolence meeting con-
vened in honor of Khambatta on Oclo-
ber 22, 2001. Having worked with
Khambatta, Sanghavi remembered him
as being “unfailingly courteous at all
times."”

“He sat at the first table in the library
and was pointed oul lo every new en-
trant to the profession as the role model
to emulate both in advocacy and in
conduct,” recalled Rafiq Dada, vice
president of the BBA, adding, “When-
ever a major trial was going on, and
there was seldom one in which he was
not briefed, the entire junior Bar as-

Khambatia:
rofe model
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sembled to watch the master at work.
He considered it his call to duty when
asked to serve the government and he
did so with immaculate faimess as a
prosecutor and with equally remark-
able success.” Dada referred to an in-
slance when as a “nervous junior™ he
had been briefed against Khambatta,
then at the “height of his prowess.” The
junior dared to canvass a proposition
and “the invariably fair” Khambatta
conceded the position, leaving an in-
delible impression on the young Dada.

A dedicated member of the Bar, he
was almost always the first to arrive in
court and the last to leave, mentions his
son Kersie, a practising advocate in
New Zealand. Equally proficient in the
civil, eriminal, matrimonial, company
and labor law he was much sought after
throughout the country and had trav-
eled as far as Kashmir to represent
clients. And yetthe deserving will vouch
for his free advice and his appearances
in court without charging his fees.

“His example will always be an in-
spiration o me,” acknowledged Freny
Ponda who admitted having “benefit-
ted greatly by his guidance.” Having
fought against him in a couple of cases
she declared, “It was education to watch
him in action. Today at the Bar where
aggressive advocacy prevails, his ex-
ample showed that emphatic assertion
too could bring home a point.” To his
many juniors he was both helpful and
kind, she noticed.

“My association with PP as he was
fondly known to all of us began from
the day I joined the legal profession. He
was always available to solve the diffi-
culties of us juniors — something which
is very rare today,” reiterated Dara
Zaiwalla,

After his education at 5t Xavier's
High School, Elphinstone College and
his law studies, he had joined the cham-
bers of Jehangir Vakil, qualifying as an
advocate on the Original Side (OS) at a
time when the OS was a very tough
exam which few were able o pass.
Selting up his independent practice, his
office at Beaumon Chambers at Flora
Fountain and then in the High Coun
Annexe was always full of people, with
several clients wailing their turn out-
side for his valued advice.

Among the many who respected his
legal acumen were Kerban and Nani
Marshall who noted in their condolence
letter, “We had the occasion to meet
him many years ago when we were
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embroiled in a long unpleasant litiga-
tion... (We) recall him as being a kind
person who gave us a patient hearing
and presented the case in ils proper
perspeclive before the court on behalf
of the government.”

Pesi Kapadia who had the “good
fortune 1o be associated with (PP)” in
the course of his company's labor mat-
ters wrote: I was charmed by his soft-
spoken, suave manners and the wide
span of his knowedge and experience.
He was one of the few lawyers who did
not restrict their professional work to
one field of law and I was frankly
surprised that he was not at all averse to
appearing before the industrial and la-
bor courts.”

The BFF as also many Parsi charities
had consulted him when faced with
legal problems. So. when “persuaded
by friends and well-wishers to offer
myself as a candidate,” he stood for
election as a BPP trustee in 1972, In his
manifesto he had stated that he “can
legitimately claim to be well acquainted
with the complex questions our com-
munity has to face...l belong to no
party, group or faction...As an ordinary
orthodox Zoroastrian [ believe 1 shall
be able to bring to bear on the delibera-
tions of our Punchayet the ordinary
man's point of view, his aspirations, his
problems and difficulties.” Among the
issues he hoped to address were provi-
sion of cheap rental housing, a change
in the Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act,
an appointment of a council of elders to
guide the youth and improving the con-
dition of mobeds. But his desire and
motivation to serve the community was
short-lived for within three years he
submitied his resignation. According o
The Bombay Samachar of November 2,
1975, his advice was invariably ignored
by his co-trustees although he was a
senior counsel,

His successor Eruch Desai on the
BPP board and presently senior partner
of Mulla and Mulla states, “As a trustee
he was a man of unimpeachable integ-

rity.” Referring to Khambatta as “a

tenacious fighter in the courts of law™
and commending his “great advocacy,”
Desai revealed how he was impressed
with his mastery over all aspecis of law.
The “great humamist™ will also be re-
membered by Desai for being “always
smiling and cheerful.”

Although his wife Thrity's paralytic
stroke 30 years ago (she predeceased
him by two years) was a continuing

source of concern, he retained his
equanimity. His love for animals, par-
ticularly dogs and horses was strong,
notwithstanding the fact that riding acci-
dents had on two occasions nearly cost
him his life, states his daughter Hilla
Guader.

His mental faculties were intact till
the end and Burjor Antia, partner of
Mulla and Mulla, remembers meeting
Khambatta when he was 92, still active,
going to the bank or the post office.
Referring to the faith he inspired in his
peers in the legal fraternity, in his cli-
ents and the government who appointed
him special prosecutor, Antia men-
tioned, “When [ joined the legal profes-
sion in 1962, | was told that there were
only two people in this profession who
had no enemies. One was Khambatta
and the other was C. N. Daji. Very
noble, kind and courteous, he was never
seen shouting at a single individual.”
Recommendations from people like H.
M. Seervai and Khambatta the court
always accepted, observed Antia. Con-
sidering him “my standing counsel”
Antia remembers briefing him on im-
portant community matters, one such
being the issue of the Punchayet grant-
ing voling rights to women. Even at the
age of 85 Antia had briefed him on an
issue concerning a senior member of
the medical fraternity.

According to a communiqué from
Gautam Patel, honorary secretary of the
BBA, the first photograph of a legal
stalwart that they had placed on their
website (www bombaybar.com) was
that of Khambatta.

The respected jurist is survived by
his son Kersie and daughters Dolly
Sagar, Hilla Guzder and Rashna
Bharucha. PARINAZ M. GANDHI

Errata

To our regret two inadvertent errors
have flawed “The night of the judges”
(Parsiana,
lcbruary).
Perin Bha-
rucha (not
ingineer,
left) was
fehicitated
by Pansy
Mehta. The
- E : Chief Jus-
tice of India, Justice Sam Bharucha is
due to retire on May 6, 2002 (not 2001},
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